
LDWF is currently distributing a Florida strain of
weevils throughout the state to fight against aquatic
invasive weeds. 

The weevils will serve as a biocontrol management tool in
combination with herbicide treatments to help combat
common salvinia.  The weevils are host specific, which
means they will only consume common salvinia and will
not damage native vegetation.  

"Other parts of the world, also suffering from the take
over of these noxious weeds, have seen much relief after
the introduction and establishment of these tiny insects,"
said LDWF Biologist Rachel Walley.  "Herbicide treat-
ments for the common salvinia species are effective, but
very expensive.  We hope weevils will provide a more cost
efficient manner in controlling aquatic plants."

LDWF sent a five-man crew to Florida Aug. 18 and 19 to
collect common salvinia that was infested with weevils
from Lake Miccosukee and Lake Talquin and transported
them back to Louisiana.  LDWF chose these lakes because
they are located at about the same degree latitude as south-
ern Louisiana, which should increase the weevils survival
rate throughout a Louisiana winter.

LDWF personnel, with the help of the Louisiana State
University (LSU) AgCenter's Entomology Department,
extracted adult weevils from the infested plant material.
After gathering the weevils, they destroyed the plant mate-
rial to minimize the chance of introducing an additional
invasive aquatic species to Louisiana.  

The department estimates that approximately 500 adult
insects are needed to start a viable population and that it
could take up to five years for the weevils to serve as a
potential dependable management tool for a body of water.

"Using weevils as a management tool is something we are
testing to determine if they will be an option for Louisiana.
We are in the beginning stages of introducing and monitor-

ing the weevils and are always looking for new ways to
control the increasing problem of invasive aquatic weeds,"
said Walley.

LDWF was able to collect enough insects for six popula-
tions of common salvinia with releases in the Atchafalaya
River Basin, Blind River, Pearl River, Cheniere Lake,
Lake St. John and Bundick Lake in August. 

The salvinia weevil ranges naturally  in southeastern
Brazil, Bolivia, Paraguay and northern Argentina.  Female
weevils can lay a single egg every two to five days in cav-
ities of the leaf where they feed.  Eggs hatch in approxi-
mately 10 days and larvae develop in about three to four
weeks.

The weevils are an addition to LDWF's Aquatic Plant
Control Program, which also includes herbicide treat-
ments, lake drawdowns and public awareness.  The pro-
gram has $8.3 million budgeted in the current fiscal year.
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INDIANA NATIVE WINS 2009 LOUISIANA DUCK STAMP CONTEST

For the second consecutive year,
an Indiana native took home
first place in the Louisiana

Waterfowl Conservation Stamp
Competition sponsored by LDWF.

Anthony Padgett, 42, of Noblesville,
Ind., beat out 17 other competitors
and was recognized at the  commis-
sion's Nov. 6 meeting as the 2009
w i n n e r.  Timothy Turenne from
Minnesota came in second for the sec-
ond year in a row, and third place
went to 2005 winner Edward Suthoff
of Montana.  Last year, Jeff
Klinefelter of Indiana won the contest
for the second time.

Padgett's painting of a Chesapeake
Bay retriever gazing into the distance
as a pair of male and female mallards
fly above wetlands in the background
will be featured on the 2009
Louisiana Duck Stamp.  The 2009
stamp, featuring Padgett's work, is
expected to go on sale June 1, 2009.  

“When I found out my painting took
first place I was very excited," said
Padgett.  "I had a number of goals this
year and I've already accomplished
two of them with this award and win-
ning the 2008 Ducks Unlimited
International Artist of the Year."  

Padgett also won the 2007 Illinoi s
Pheasants Forever Print of the Ye a r.
Turenne previously won the 2009
Minnesota Salmon and Trout Stamp,
2006 Maryland Black Bear
Conservation Stamp, 2007 Minnesota
Turkey Stamp and the 2008 Colorado
Habitat Stamp.  Suthoff won the 1993
Mississippi duck stamp, was chosen
the 2004 and 2005 Artist of the Year at

the Louisiana Wildlif e Festival and
designed the poster for the 2004 world
championship duck-calling contest.  

"The quantity and quality of the work
submitted this year was great to see.
We had 18 competitors this year and
all of their work was worthy of being
on the next Louisiana duck stamp,"
said LDWF Waterfowl Study Leader
Larry Reynolds.  "But there can only
be one winner per year, and Padgett's
painting will represent Louisiana well
as the state's next duck stamp."

LDWF initiated the “Retrievers Save
Game” series five years ago when it
featured a black Labrador, because all
of the waterfowl species were used in
the first 16 years of the competition.
The contest rules stipulate that the
retriever must be prominent in the
design, which must also include live
waterfowl selected by the artist.

The Louisiana Wa t e r f o w l
Conservation Stamp program was

established in 1988 by the Louisiana
Legislature to generate revenue for
conservation and enhancement of
state wetlands and other worthy pro-
grams that benefit Louisiana's ducks
and geese.  This program has generat-
ed over $10 million for wetland con-
servation in Louisiana since 1989,
with over $500,000 from last year's
competition alone. 

Judges for the competition included
Joe Herring, a retired former LDWF
secretary and wildlife biologist from
Baton Rouge; Tony Bernard, the 2007
duck stamp competition winner from
Lafayette who is commissioned to
paint the offi cial portrait of Gov.
Jindal; Dr. Frank Rohwer, professor
of wildlife ecology at LSU and scien-
tific director for Delta Waterfowl of
Baton Rouge; Jennifer Young, who
owns and operates Y-Farms in
Zachary where she breeds and trains
retrievers; and Armond Schwing, the
current state DU chairman from New
Iberia.



Louisiana Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries (LDWF)
Enforcement Division A s s i s t a n t

Chief Lt. Col. Jeff Mayne was elected
chairman of the Law Enforcement
Advisory Panel at the October meeting
of the Gulf of Mexico Fisheries
Management Council (GMFMC) in Key
Largo, Fla.

The GMFMC Law Enforcement
Advisory Panel is made up of law
enforcement representatives from Texas,
Louisiana, Mississippi, A l a b a m a ,
Florida, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration NOAA, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and the U.S. Coast Guard and NOAA
General Council.

“I am honored to represent the council's law enforcement
panel as chairman,” said Mayne.  “Our committee is dedi-
cated to the efficient and effective service to the citizens
who use and enjoy the abundant resources of the Gulf of
Mexico, and will work toward furthering education and
outreach programs, increase public trust and awareness
maximizing voluntary compliance and enhancing identifi-
cation of illegal activity.” 

The GMFMC is one of eight regional
Fishery Management Councils, which
were established, by the Fishery
Conservation and Management Act in
1976 (now called the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Magnuson Act).  The council prepares
fishery plans which are designed to
manage fishery resources from where
state water boundaries end to the 200-
mile federal boundary in the Gulf of
Mexico. These waters are also known
as the Exclusive Economic Zone. 

Current state and federal regulatory approaches require
development and implementation of concurrent law
enforcement strategies.  Concerns over ocean ecosystems,
living marine resources, coral reefs, coastal habitat conser-
vation and international fisheries have escalated law
enforcement responsibil ities throughout the Gulf of
Mexico.  The foundations of fishery management plans are
dependent upon sound regulations and the ability to main-
tain acceptable levels of compliance. The role of law
enforcement in the fishery management process is to pro-
vide guidance to ensure effectiveness, consistency and
enforceability of proposed and adopted regulations.
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I N F O R M ATION SOUGHT ON WESTBAY W.M.A. FIRES

On the afternoon of Nov. 5, four
fires broke out in separate
wooded areas on the 60,000-

acre West Bay Wildlife Management
Area (WMA) located in Allen Parish.

The cause of the fires is suspected to
be arson and is under investigation by
the Allen Parish Fire Marshall's Office
and the Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF)
Enforcement Division. 

The initial investigation and response
to the fires by the LDWF Enforcement
Division resulted in the recovery of an
incendiary device found near where
the fires were started.  This evidence
will be turned over to the Fire
Marshall's Office.

The LDWF Enforcement Division is
offering a cash reward for information
leading to the arrest of the person or
persons responsible for starting the

fires.  Anyone with information may
call the LDWF Enforcement Division
24 hour toll free number, 1-800-442-
2511, or Capt. Jubal Marceaux at the
LDWF Lake Charles Office, 337-491-
2588 or
j m a r c e a u x @ w l f . l o u i s i a n a . g o v.
Callers may remain anonymous. 

For more information, contact Capt.
Jubal Marceaux at 337-491-2588 or
jmarceaux@wlf.louisiana.gov.
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For the latest news and information, 
visit the Louisiana Departmentof Wildlife and Fisheries Web site: www.wlf.louisiana.gov.

L.D.W.F. TRANSPLANTS ENDANGERED PLANT

The Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF)
Natural Heritage Program

(NHP) headed a project on Oct. 23
aimed at replacing federally endan-
gered quillwort plants moved during
bridge improvements from an area
along Abita Creek.

The Nature Conservancy (TNC), The
U.S. Fish and Wildlif e Service,
Mercer Arboretum and the Louisiana
Department of Transportation and
Development (DOTD) partnered
with LDWF to transplant over 150
quillworts.

In 2001, LDWF removed 70 quill-
worts from an Abita Creek bridge in
anticipation of Louisiana DOTD
bridge projects.  LDWF then sent the
quillworts to Mercer Arboretum in
Houston until the bridge project was
finished. 

"We moved the quillworts because
bridge construction and possible sub-
sequent siltation threatened the plants
in the immediate vicinity of the
bridge," said Patricia Faulkner, LDWF
NHP ecologist.  "However, the bridge
project was delayed several years and
in that time the original 70 plants grew
to over 600 individual quillworts."

The quillworts were replanted along
the portion of Abita Creek located
north of Hwy. 435 on the TNC Abita
Creek Preserve and on an adjacent
piece of private property registered
with the Louisiana Natural A r e a s
Registry Program.

The only other states where quillworts
exist include Ala. and Miss., and in
La. they are only found in Washington
and St. Tammany parishes in the east-
ern part of the state.  They are usually
found in wetlands in shaded areas and
prefer small blackwater streams on
sand, gravel or mud bars and stream
banks.

Quillworts are evident from winter
through spring and are dormant during
dry late summer and fall months, but
can remain evident during these
months if rainfall continues.

"The department, along with TNC,
will monitor the transplants, and if
successful, we hope to have another
planting with the remaining quil l-
worts," said Faulkner.  "We could not
have done this without the generous
cooperation from all of our partners.
We look forward to another successful
quillwort transplant in the future as we
try to save this native Louisiana
plant."

This LDWF Public Information Newsletter will be phased out by the end of the
year.  However, you can still get the same articles and information from our

Web site at www.wlf.louisiana.gov/news.  Please bookmark this page and get
in the habit of checking this site at least once a week.


