
Oyster Tag Sales BY TYPe

711110-6/30/11

Generic Blk/VVht

Personalized BlkANht

Generic Green

Laser Blue
Personlized Laser Blk/Wht

Total

August SePtember
1,000

58,000
10,000 10,000

6,000 12,000

75,000 22'000

July

5,000
18,000
18,000
41,000
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September 9,20i0

Senator Landrteu
328 Hart Senate Office
Washington, D.C. 20510

Senator Landrieu,

Wewishtoexpressourappreciationloryourworktowardrestoringourcoastal
fisheries in the aftenr-rath of the Bi oil spill' It ii especially great to realize that we can

join together to solve the serious challenges facing Louisiana's oyster industry'

oneissuethatwewouldliketobringtoyourattentionrelatestoincometaxon
fundsreceivedfbroilspilldamages.Damagecompensationformanyofthesmall
businesses, including oystermen, witt titety f,e based on the length of time (multiple

years) that it may taie for fu1lr""or".y. oamuge settlements, however, will most ofte,

be a lump .u* our*"nr, unJ ou. understanding is that current IRS rules would tax the

total damage settlement in the year it is receivJd' This would cause an abnormally high

tax cost for the damaged business'

we rvouicl like to point oitt that it r.,'ould be extremely beneficial to the affected

businesses, i{-provisions were made through Congreis, to ha'e the IRS allorv the income

lrom the Bp damage compensation pal.rnJnt to be.averaged over,nlultipte 
111-rs 

ev

spreading the tax ii'"Uiiiivt"", n-trlt'ipi" years, businesse.s would have more time to invest

the fiinds in rebuilding their business and would have a lor'ver tax liability as a result'

Wehopethatyoucanhelpussolvethisveryseriousissuethatwiilaflect
thousandsofbusinessesontlreGulfCoast.Wethankyouforyoureffortsinhelping
srnall businesses, and in particular fo.i"i"g a friend oilouisiana's oyster industry' We

iook forward to hearing from you at your earliest conventence'

SincerelY,

$:
,$r,
Chai
Loui Task Force

Louisiana OYster Task Force

2021 Lakeshore Drive suite 300 New orteans, r-orliliu-zorzi OFFICE 504'286 8736 FAX 504 286'8738

Tesvich
rmall
siana OYster
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September 9,2010

Honorable BobbY Jindal, Governor

P.O.Box 94004
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9004

Dear Govemor Jindal,

Due to the effects of the BP oil spill on oyster harvests,.the l'ouisiana Oyster Task

Force is realizing a severe ."u".r" shortfall. we are asking for some thort-13m]

financial assistance in or<ler that the LOTF can meet its normal financial 0bligations'

The oyster Development Fund is funded by a 5 cent fee-added to oyster tags under the

auspices of the Department of Wildlife u.d Fith"ties' Normally the development

account receives about $160,000 annually' On behalf-of.the LOTF':h: 
-11:l]:t 

*'

administered by the office oitte Louisiana Seafood Marketing and Promotion Board'

as authorized bY the LDWF'

Tire effects of oil spill has severely limited oyster harvesting in our state' and as such

we are expecting that revenue to tire Oyster lievelopmentfund will be nearly $100'000

less than or ro.*ul y"u.r. we ask fo. you. assistance in funding this shortfall during

this extraordinary p.J.i"a and until ,rc( time that oyster harvests can be expected to

return to normal levels.

We thank you for your kind consideration of this matter'

Sincerely Yours,

, -J - I

\dlru' \€/V'(A''
r)

:ot$ e. Tesvich. Chairman

Lt.

Robert Barham, SecretarY DWF

Sec. House Appropriations Commtttee

Sec. Senate Appropriations Committee

Louisiana OYster Task Force

2021 Lakeshore Drive Suite 300 New orleans, r-o'itilnu 70122 OFFICE 504'286'8736 FAX 504'286'8738
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September 9,2010

Robert Barham
LA DePt. of Wildlife and Fisheries

P.O.Box 98000
Baton Rouge, LA 70898

Dear SecretarY Barham,

At their August 27,h 1;l1meeting members of the Louisiana oyster Task Force

unanimously recommended to request that the Department provide assistance to oyster

lease owners in assessing damages to oyste, "'op' 
that were directly or indirectly

impacted by the Bp oil ,pitt, tt 
" 

pr"r"riruii"" *Lur..r", taken, and/or clean-up u'ork

which ensued.

The widespread resource damages across the Gulf coast have made it a challenge for

oyster lease-owners to find certihed *uri,t Uiologists to document their losses' For this

reason it would be extremely beneficiui-ri,rr" nrfr-n' staff biologists were made avaiiable

to provide u.rlrturr"" io it'" oy't"' mA"tty to document the extent of crop losses by

regions, if not by;;if* i;". rr,ir.*normation along with the public seed ground

damage u.r"rrrn"rrlf would give the "*hol" picture" of the extent of the totai resource

damage, which *orid help in documenting requests for mitigation'

We want to work together in the recovery effort and we greatly appreciate your

consideration in this matter'

SincerelY Yours,
t-4

!-lh ^'\eg'J\,L'A/\
rJL n. Tesvich, Chairman

cc RandY Pausina, DePutY SecretarY

Louisiana OYster Task Force

2021 Lakeshore Drive suite 300 New orleans, r"rii^'. ioiri oFFICE 504'286'8736 FAX 504'286'8738



$iate affiouisti'Ina
DEPARThIENT CF WLDUFE AND FISHERIIS

OFFICE OF SECRTTART

ROBE.qTJ, BAFHAI4
SfCRETARTuotstlY Jlr'lDA'L

@VtrRNOR

October 1'1,2010

L{r. lohn Tcsvich' Chainran
Louisiana OYster'f ask Force

2021 Lakestrore Drive, Suite 300

Nerv Orleans, LA 7QlZ2

Dear Chairman Tesvich:

I am in receipi of your letters, dated seplernber 9 antl October tl' 2010' froin the Louisiana

Oysrer 
-fask Force, u'hich requested assistance in assessing damages to our State'S oystel

resources. The Department is in the process of conducting regionai assessmenls of both public

and private oyster growing ar€as- once (his process has been completed' u'c will provide ihe

information obLained to vou and the other iask Force members' Wc ma'v also pteserrt that

information to the Task Force at a later date. I regret 1fi3{ rve rvil1 be unable tc presen'u our

lindings at rire upcotning meeting on October i9'

[nrcsponsetoYourrequeslioraDepartmentlriologist.torepolltlnindividualiea'ses'lvear.
unfc,r-runately not staffed to conduct s,r.h a larse-sca1e effort' However' \'\'e are confidcrrt that oi-rr

re_eional assessment rvill provide suificient oetait to alrow indivicluar lease holders to estirnatc

,rri.t titi"t that occun-ed throughout the eveflt'

we are decricated to co,tinuing to rvort u,ith your soup, as rvell as all of our industry partne]'s'

toassessanyimpactscausedb-vtheBPDeeprvaterHorizonoi]spill.TheDepartmcntts
continuing to woik rvith industry to conduct basin-wide assessments and r';iii rcp'ri rirosr--

{i;;;gt tI Ure ina,tttv and your Task Force as they hecome available

Thank you so rnuch for reaching out to us 1o let us knorr,, rvhat trre rreeds of trre i,dustry are' v'ie

wi, continue to work to provide as much detaired inrorination as possibre and are grateful for

vour partnership in those efforts'

P O BOX9AOOO' BArOt{ ROUCE. LCUSIANA

F avz??5165A944

70a94-3CCC' Pl-lol'lc (225) 765-26C)O

161:LA SEf,trCIOD EOARD paq2:@Z? R=lZlz

Srncerel

ACr-t -ZglA L7: ZBA['1



l. Resolution

SUbjeCt: Oyster Leases to be exchanged

PfOpOSal: fo send to Committee for the study and recommendation to the Oyster

Task Force for action!!!

A. Moving the Red Line Eastef+h+Nlisei*ippi-dner"allowing lease holders to

exchange for more suitable leases that can sustain oysters due to the fresh water

diversions both present and future.

B. Studies should include the creation of inner and outer Red Line areas which

may allow the expansion of the Seed Ground area. This allows maximum use of

resources when available.

C. Committee should have public hearings that would allow input &om the

industry and those affected by any recommendations proposed to Wild Life &

Fisheries by the Oyster Task Force on these matters.



LouisianaoysterTaskForceEnforcementCommittee

TuesdaY Oct 19' 2010 11:00 AM

UNO Advanced Technology Center '202L 
Lakeshore Drive' Suite 210

The Louisiana oyster Task Force Legisrative committee wiil meet at 1 1 a.m. on Tuesday, october

ig, pii", to the 1 p.m. Oyster Task Force Board Meeting'

Items for discussion are:

r. possibre regisration and current raws rerated to the enforcement of a standard sack measurement

on board vessels and dockside'

Louisiana OYster Task Force

2021 Lakeshore Drive Suite 300 New Orleans, f-ouisiana IOLZZ OinCE 504'286'8736 FAX 504'286'8738

AGENDA


