
Oyster Tag Sales By Type
7t1t09 - 0312812010

Generic
Computer
Post Harvest (Blue)
Personalized Regular
Personal ized Post Harvest(Blue)
Generic Green
Personalized Green
Laser Black/White
Laser Blue

Total

241,746
250,000
'l 10,000

1,205,000
10,000
83,000

259,000
24,OOO

168,000
2.350,746
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*X$K$

M.rrch 25, ?fit$

I{irr} htorgan, Acting Adnrinistralur
0fficc of Cosstal Managentent

Ilepartment of t'{atural lLesourccs

P.O. ts*x 44487
Baton Rcugt, 1,,{ 70804-4'+il7

LLU: ilraposed L*gisl*tion $II'5 1(]RS-7{"}4

Dear h'lr- h{nrg.:*,

Ianrinr*ceiptct.ytlurieltcrtlatctiF{;lrehe?,z01ilregarrIiltglhtl}*par[ll}{}iltt},Ntt*ral
I{esr:urres' {t}N Rl ,r*rt*r,.r,. fiver thf r*furencer{ legi'slitlv* bill th;rt seeks tn }inrit danurges

tn o3rs1s1 rceft; in ccrtaiil r.lesc:ril:erJ *r**u' The L*tisiarr* fl!'ster'l'lrsk F'*rc* {L01'Fl

rriscusscd thi$ is$Lre, including the prop*s*ri ll,{$u ilff:sl'rdrrsrrts. oil strv{:rar ecr*;i*l"ls" At itr

last *r*ering, the L*'l,F rliscuJsed tl-o* .oninnt and ap'rrover! the *r*tt tegi'slatjnn f-or the

rcfe*nced hirl. My urro*rst*n*in5 haserr *n rlisc*isinns *t the I.tJTF rr"rneting. rvas that

oyster intl*stry ,nrr*ru*iniiu*, rJtt that tilc pruposc* arne*rlmcir*; t* th* $'{ou' as

prss*flteil ;rt tlre l,OTF lilceting tiid uot n-,**t the lcvcl *f pr-*tcrtian th;rt rvas *tTurtled tqt

sensitit e fishcry rr:xourc{r$ prcvi*us};i'

.l.h* l,{.}T[,s s*Ie pr:rposg f"rlr the proposed lcgisl:rtlnn is t*,prt:rler:t thr ttntrt:r("'SsarY

rl*struetirrn of histcrit;rf oy"ster reel.s in *n*'itiu* &rtfts- Ths inlent $t-lhe hill is ct*ar and

unambigur:us, a*d ii6n*, *no preclude the dtt'elcrpment af cil an6 gas resources i* thast:

areas.Adtlitiarrally,incrrlertnfurther-nrinin.lizetheirrrpaci,tnoila,lrdgasrlev*}opn"lent,tlre
areas {ovcr:** **r* sr.iniri, ri***,r ts d;;;-;hcrr therc tr*s bccn fitt.k.y.nlnil 

antl gas

relatecl actjvities. ffi* i$f ft belicves this t$ tre s tiiir cfimpromi>-e t$ trtlth industry

stakeho kler inte rest$'

\Vcarea}llv*lifrwilreaftheplig.htthateurstate$o\ry{aegsrvitht}r*nronttltt*Iltaltilsl(rJf
r**.ilding o*. .o**i*li"*irr.ai. rhe oystr indusrry views tlr* dredging af afftss channels

in sensitirrc nurr*r,y*'.*** ,= * pr*"*nt*Lte destructive proftss. 'Fhe cnst af rehuilding r:ur

danraged cuast is -ilily higir, arrt{ * ioauutty s*k;hCIl{lers' w'e are all faci*g future

crralrenges arrd displacemenl conside ring th* significaflt rnnn.tarry and hurnan rost t':hat we

are facir:g in rehr,riiding our clamagoa toJ', *e L'eti*ve that it is n*u' rR*r* irttpLr$ant thertr

eyer to pressrve rn hat is left of oilr n*tural c.astal r*sourfes' Tire bill ts limit the

*est,-uctinn af pristine oystrr p.o.ru.irrgI.*r- .r-- trr rlrertging and prop-lvasltitlg aclivities

is bascd on Lhose Prclniscs'

I am avaiialrte ttl furtlter discuss this nrattsr rr'rith ]rou and illvF staff' Ple'rss c;rtl me t(}

arr?rlge ro* n ***ti*g iiri* **o time. My celtr phon* is (5ila1 q12-2750'

eleffi$qJe

Louisiana Oyster Task Force

2021 Lnkstlore Brivs S*it* 300 New Orleans' t*'itil*-Joizz orncr 5&{'286'8::6 FAx so{'286'8718



SincerelY,

;^\ n /) 1 'f
f 

,nnn A. Tesvictr, Chairman

Robert Barham
Randv Fsusina
Reprueentiltive Rer*t{ t}-endersctil

h{embrrrs of tht LOTF

Louisiana Orster Task Farce

2041 Lak€shore Urive 5r*1te 3W r'lcrt Orleans' Loutilna 70122 OFflCf 5$4'2S6'871S f&X 504'28'$'8IJS



ROBERTJ. BARHAM
SECRETARYBOBBYJINDAL

GOVERNOR
fit"!, sf Wi*7uns

DEPARTMENT OF WLDLIFE AND FISHERIES

OFFICEOF SECRETARY

March 29,?Al0

John A. Tewich
Louisiana OYster Task Force

2O21 Lakeshore Drive, Suite 300

New Orleans, LA 70122

Dear Mr. Tesvich:

we are in receipt of the March 2,zor'request by the oyster Task Force to reopen the Hackberry Bay

public oyster seed Reservation to *,n*J,.iJ oyrto t-u"rt. L rru"tu"..y Bav is a small bay with

very limited oyster resources, we are concerned about ;;; * q*- ythtut additional public

grounds also being open. Recent hfllh.[*". of areas: *i iz*t of the Mississippi River is forcing

harvest into those remaining areas that;;;;p* by th: Otp"t'''t.of Health and Hospitals (DltrI)

Due to the health crosures and continu"d-;;;;"auout trr" N"o.*u,. virus-related illnesses' we feel it is

not in the best interest of public lealth to extend tt " 
oyst".'.euso. on the public grounds east of the

Mississippi River. Ar; win not be extending the seasoa *"i;,rr" Mississippi River, we feel it is not

in the best interest ofthe limited oysrer r.**J, ofHackbenig;v1" ,il"* additional harvest in this bay

during the 2009/2010 oyster season. .*;;;f"t", ;e will not g*t ittt O{ 
ryUueyt 

at this time' However'

we will continue to evaiuate the possibilir, of t*p*ing some areas later this spring'

If you have additional questions, please feer free to contact pmick Banks of my staffat 225,65'2370 ot

via email at Pbanks@wlf'la gov'

P o Boxsooo ' BAroNESJAGf6bo#iaHr{,TrrffiPHoNE 
(',n)l*n@



RESEARCH COMMITTEE REPORT

ResPectfullY subm itted :

or. #l]'?H'3.i,#iBe cnai r

At the August, 2009 Oyster Task Force (oTF) meeting' the Louisiana Department of

wildrife and Fisheries (LDWF) oyster stock assessment concruded with a discussion on

the lack of spatfall to date and seed oysters on the public oyster grounds east of the

Mississippi River. The discussion incruded anecdotar evidence of spatfail and seed

prevailingonnearbyprivateleases.IncreasedseedproductionWaSexpectedduring
2009, due to high river discharge during 2008. Heavy harvesting pressure has occurred

in recent years, initiating an industry-oriven limited entry program' requiring permits to

harvest oysters in an effort to conserve the resourge' The task force passed a motion to

send the issue of low oyster seed production on those grounds to the research

committee for deliberation and to report to the task force its findings'

Thecommitteechairandvice-chairPatrickBanksinvitedDr.EarlMelancon,Dr.Tom
Soniat, Ron Dugas, JaSOn Adriance, Keith lbos, Brian Lezina' John cirino and Brandt

Lafrance to serve on the committee io rretp address the issue. John Tesvich also joined

the committee after being elected as task force chair' subsequent email

correspondence helped identify information and data needed by the committee to

discusstheissue.LDWFinformationsuchassamplinglocations,historicaloyster
availability, harvest levels on public grounds, maps and data analyses were requested

and made available to the committee'

The committee chair wishes to thank LDWF for providing excellent supporting

documentstothecommitteeinaverytimelyandprofessionalmanner.

Twocommitteemeetingswereheld,thefirstatTickfawstateParkonNovemberlT'
2009, the second the uNo Advanced Technology center on February 4' 2010' lt was

decided that LDwF members of the committee wourd serve as advisors providing

requested and pertinent information, data and analyses and participate in discussions.

Non-LDWF committee members lead the discussions' drafted and prioritized

recommendations.

PROBLEM STATEMENT

Louisiana oyster populations are experiencing a series of climatic changes which are

cyclical, and thesL-Jr'rng", corpted with land loss and man-made changes accentuate

the changu, unJ leads t5 wide 
"nriion*untal 

fluctuations. seed and adult oysters are

sedentary uno at noi rrandte ,r.r,-iiu.iuations we*. Louisiana's environment, and thus

oysters,ispoisedtoexperienceextremefreshwaterintroduction.Recordrainfalllocally
and in other regions of itre 

"orntry,-"oupled 
with high snow melt' is bound to cause

probrems ano neneiits this coming'fatt-'rn" oysteriesource wirr respond and perhaps



succumb with increasing water temperatures during 2O1O' Managers and farmers

should prepare and Plan for it'

RECOMMENDATIONS

1) An interagency freshwater diversion management committee recommends to the

government how the diversions should be managed' The oyster Task Force should:

. lncrease their influence on that committee to request more consistent diversion

management over pulsed diversions. This will allow oyster production to

stabilize where ever it will occur as a result. lt was noted that the oyster industry

currentlyhasrepresentativesonthiscommittee.
. Produce and distribute a position paper on the control of the existing river

diversion structures to optimize oysier production over the state,s seed grounds'

This position paper should be disiributed to the highest branches of state and

federal government'

Justification: Salinity and environmental factors appear to be a major cause of the

current conditions on the public grounds east of the river' The

inconsistent operation of the diversion structures appears to have been

one of the many detrimental factors contributing to the conditions during

the 2008-09 Production season'

2a)LDWFpreparefortestingparametersduring2010,including:

. Continue to collect water quality data

. collect phytoplankton samples for subsequent analyses at the Gulf coast

Research Laboratory (GCRL)

o PrePare for cultch Plants

o Design and conduct appropriate experiments at the LDWF Fisheries Research

Laboratory on Grand lsle lab and over seed grounds to test cultch and water

conditions:

i)Bioassay,susinglocallyusedpesticidesshouldbeconductedattheLDWF
FisheriesResearchLabonoysterlarvaeproducedattheseaGrantBivalve
Hatchery'

ii)Usinglarvaefromthehatchery,conductlarvalsettlementexperimentsatthe
lab using cultch, existing reef material, and ambient waters from failed spat set

areas of the Public grounds'



Justification: euestions raised by the research committee may be answered with

directed research regarding poor spat sets related to water quality and

cultch condition'

2b) Vertical stratification (e.g., mounding) vs. traditional planting methods should be

investigated during cultch planting on public grounds to determine if different

methodsresultinmoresuccessfulseedproduction'

Justification: Hypoxic conditions near bottom may be contributing to set and survival'

Elevatingcultchplantsmayprovidereliefabovehypoxiclayer'

2c) Even though it appears that environmental and weather are major conditions

causing the scarcity of seed and sack oysters on the public grounds' there should

be continuous water quality monitoring over those grounds' LDWF should solicit

federal funds for deployment of constant data loggers over select areas of the

publicseedgroundseastoftherivertocollectthefollowingparameters:Do,pH,
salinity, temperature. LUMCON (Dr. Brian Roberts) and GCRL should be consulted

for types of loggers to be used. Results and analyses on the effects of these

parameters on oyster production should be included in the annual LDWF stock

assessments.

Justification:Continuouswaterqualitydatacollectionwillprovidemorethorough
information to determine water quality over those grounds'

3)LDWFoystersectionshouldincludetheoTFresearchcommitteeintheevaluation
of the 2O1O stock assessment'

Justification: The z}lostock assessment will be very important in determining the

existingconditionsandtrends.Suchreviewwillhelpaddressthe
questionsraisedduringcommitteedeliberations.

4) lnitiate a reef conditioning program, to be conducted during the end of the annual

oyster season with industry participation, to prepare and improve cultch condition

prior to oYster sPawning season'

Justification: Recruitment can be improved by turning over the surface of the reef with

baglessdredgestore-exposecultchinpreparationforspatfall.

5)A management plan should be developed to utilize closed grounds as a source of

oysterSeed,althoughthisopportunitydoesexistcurrentlythroughtheDepartmentof
Health and Hospitals'oyster Relay Permit Program' Many leaseholders cite the cost

oftherequiredpermit,bond,andcommissionedofficerasdeterrenttoutilizingthis
program.



Justification: Closed areas are generally underutilized and can be a source of seed

duringlowproductionyearsinapprovedshellfishgrowingwaters.

6)BecauseofthedecreaseinseedandsackoystersonLouisianaoystergrounds'the
taskforceshouldmandateashellrecoveryprogramforthepurposeofshellplanting
on the Public oYster grounds'

Justification: Harvesting practices have removed cultch materialfrom the public

grounds, causing a shortage in available cultch'

7) Dermo sampling of the public grounds should be moved from June-July to the

second week of August, using LDWF oyster dredge samples' oTF should continue

to assure funding at current levels'

Justification: Peak dermo infections are found during the warmest months' Conducting

dermoanalysesduringAugustwillmaketheresultingdatamorepertinent
and useful prior to the opening of the season' Although the data will not be

included in the annual sioct< assessment report, the data can be web-

basedandaccessiblepriortotheopeningoftheSeason.

B)Thestateshouldfosterthedevelopmentofmaricultureasameanstoreducethe
industry's dependency on the public oyster seed grounds'

Justification: rf the present seed ground conditions continue, then arternative oyster

production methods need to be implemented'

9)ReefSurVeySshouldbeconducted,whenfundsareavailable,todeterminetheareal
extent, vertical relief and location of existing reef resources on the public grounds'

Justification: Determine where the reef area is currently aS compared to the optimal

salinitY in the area'

DISCUSSION POINTS

Theserecommendationsweredraftedfromcommitteediscussions'including:

-The question was raised is there really a problem beyond what is historic' cyclical

production? Total annual state harvest remains consistent at about 12 million pounds

of meat even though seed production remains cyclical. lt appears that spatfall and

seed production ,t-*ry. occurs, that some years it is on the state seed grounds' some

years not, and those years it is occurring aiother places (e.g', private grounds)where

it is utilized for seed by individual owners. lt appears that low seed production is

occurringonlyonthepublicgroundseastoftheriver;otherpublicandprivategrounds
in other parts of the state were productive primariry because of idear saunity conditions'



-The taking of non-living reef shell'

r she, taKen from the pubric grounds is moved to other areas of coastar Louisiana

a

tO createreef and it stays within the system; and'

iir, :i ll
Shell resulting from shucking may leave the state'

oome or tk\€ skra\r taken {rorn the oublic gro-unds 9as!9f the Mississippi Rivef WaS

movedtothewestsideoftheriverintoadifferentSystem.
The verticar rerief and overa, mass of she, materiar on the waterbottom surface

is affected bY all of the following:

1) Accretion from the growing biomass of molluscan species, mainly oysters and

muSsels,butincludingclamsaetc'(mussels&clamsaren.tharvested
commerciallY, onlY incidentallY)

2)Accretion from cultch planting programs

3) Depletion by: !,, _.^, ^,.r+^L r^ rte leases
a)thetakingofoystersandincidentalcultchforbeddingonprlva
nl tfre taking of oysters for sale to market

c)biological(e'g',boringclams'worms'blackdrum')andchemical
breakdown of shells

d) subsidence and sedimentation processes

e)othercoastaluseactivities,includingnavigation,dredging,and
ProP-washing

f) redistribution forced bY

i) hurricanes and storms

ii)increasedwaveactionandtidalcurrentsduetocoastalerosion
4) Other conditions

-A past study on shell recovery from shucking houses and restaurants found it not

economically feasible for LDWF to recover the shell'

-Shell budgeting to manage the resource'

-severance was implemented decades ago to tax ($0.0t to $0'02 per barret) the

industry to help fund the recovery of sfreil' lt generates only about $24'000 per year

and goes into the general conr"rurtion fund Lt r-owr and not necessarily used for

oyster-related work'

-The cost of bedding was discussed and its effect on industry practices' with special

reference to how tnis may affect pubric ground harvests.



- Water quality may be an issue (i.e., dead zones). Are the river diversions contributing

to poor water quality over the public seed grounds? Are we seeing more of a

difference between top and bottom salinities (i.e., stratification)?

o Salinity regime over the seed grounds, good production years vs' bad' The right

mix of water quality (i.e., freshwater input and salinity) is needed to have good

spatfall survive to seed and market size. OCPR manages the diversion

structures, but management decisions are based on saving the coast' not

producing oysters. lt was noted that the original justification for the diversions,

however, was an increase in oysters'

o changing conditions are affecting industry profitability. when the freshwater line

moved out after Caernarvon opened, the "redline" should have moved out as

well.

-Personal observations were given on the effect of Katrina on private reefs: shell

washed uP on shore.

-What other data needs collected:

o Salinity- overlay of salinity information over the reef information; spat data

comPared sPatiallY with salinitY

. pH,

. water temp,

. nutrients,

. Dissolved oxYgen

o pesticide levels- permitted spraying by parishes'

oreplotChatryetal(1983)meanagainstAugust-Julysalinity


