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Offshore Artificial Reefs

• 74 Established Offshore 
Artificial  Reef  Sites

• 48 Planning Area Reefs
• 18 Special Artificial Reef Sites
• 8 Deepwater Reefs
• Structures Converted
• 351 platform jackets &
• 8 drill rig legs
• 40 Armored Personnel Carriers
• 1 Jackup barge & 1 tugboat
• 12 oil & gas structures 
deployed in 2014
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Offshore Projects
• Offshore Reefs

• Permitted: 5
• 2‐ Deepwater
• 3‐ SARS

• Platforms for R2R
• Total 65

• 38 permitted
• 27 in permit process

South Marsh Island 146 Reef
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Cumulative Structures Deployed
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Structures by Deployment Method
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Inshore Artificial Reefs
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• State waters
• 31 inshore reefs
• Low-profile reefs
• Materials

• Shell
• Limestone
• Reef Balls
• Bridge Rubble

Notice of Intent: Recreational reefs in Public Oyster 
Seed Ground



Nearshore Artificial Reefs
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• Coastline to 100’ 
depth contour

• 3 reefs
• GI‐9
• Rabbit Island Pass
• The “Pickets”

• Materials
• Oil & Gas
• Materials of 

opportunity



Deepwater Reefs-Established
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“Deep” Planning Area Reefs
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Deepwater Reefs-Proposed

03/2015



Partial Removal
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85 ft Minimum Clearance 

M.L.W.  0 m   (0 ft)

Mudline



Deepwater Reef Criteria (+ reasoning)

• July 3, 2003 Artificial Reef Council meeting:
• John Roussel motion, “Amendment 3”

• WD at least 400’ (minimize effect on trawling)
• Minimum clearance 85’ (avoid marking requirements)
• 2 miles from safety fairway (avoid marking requirements)
• Maximum 300’ clearance (“maintain optimum biological 
productivity”)

• Recommendations from Louisiana Artificial Reef Initiative (LARI)
• “adequate fish production down to 300 ft” (no 
citation/reference)

• “below that . . . very little, if any”
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Deepwater Amendment

• Subsequent Artificial Reef Council meeting?:
• No minutes

• Maximum 300’ clearance changed to 200’
• Amendment III=Deepwater Reefs

• Corps permits for SP-89 “A”, EI-384 “A”, & VR-395 “A” 
by the end of 2003
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Deepwater Structures - Removals
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Removals
GOM

Depth Range # structures Reefed In place
400‐600 ft 11 8 8*
601‐800 ft 2 2 2
801‐1000 ft 0
>1000 ft 5 2
Overall 18 12 10

*2 Planning Area Reefs

Removals
Structure Type

Type # of type # reefed*
FIXED 14 10
MTLP 1 1
SEMI 2 0
SPAR 1 1
Total 18 12

*In LA



Deepwater Structures - Remaining
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Standing structures
GOM

Depth 
Range # of structures Fixed CT "Floaters"

400‐600 ft 28 28 0 0

601‐800 ft 16 16 0 0

801‐1000 ft 4 3 1 0
>1000 ft 51 6 2 43
Overall 99 53 3 43
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