Activity Descriptions
Energy Benchmarking and Audits
· Activities that measures your building’s energy (or water) use. 
· Benchmarking takes the total energy use of a building and divides it by the total area.
·  Institutions benchmark in order to compare their energy efficiency to that of other peer facilities. 
· An energy audit will allow a building to compare current performance with past – it makes comparisons with itself. 
· Most often used to measure the effectiveness of energy conservation strategies that have been implemented or to determine how energy use changes over time or.
Projects WET, WILD and Learning Tree
· These curricula are provided through Project WET Foundation, the Council for Environmental Education and the American Forests Foundation. 
· Lessons engage students in environmental education through the lenses of multiple subjects and are aligned with state and national standards. 
Lighting Retrofits

· Usually involves replacing inefficient lighting with newer bulbs that are more energy efficient. 

· Also includes adding “shut-off” devices such as photocells that will automatically shut off power to outdoor lighting during daylight or motion sensors that automatically shut off power to indoor lighting when no one is present in the room.
·  Depending on your current situation, retrofitting may save between 20% - 80% of your lighting expenses.
· Rebates for these retrofits are often available through utility companies.
No Idling Campaigns

· No Idling campaigns encourage parents and bus drivers to turn off their engines while they wait. 
· Benefits include saving energy and improving air quality in bus and carpool lanes. 
Alternative Transportation Policies

· Support of carpooling, providing or advocating for safe walkways to school and a host of other activities fall under alternative transportation policies. 
· These policies reduce the amount of motor vehicles needed to transport students and staff to and from school.

Rainwater Collection/Management

· Management of this water is an important issue. Activities may include:
· Rain barrels collect storm water from rooftops. This water can be used for irrigation of landscaping or gardens instead of pulling from city or well sources. 
· Bioswales are features that hold excess water during large rain events while removing silt and pollution from runoff. Think like a retention pond, but smaller and with more plants. These are excellent outdoor classroom spaces.

· Reduction of impervious surfaces, such as replacing concrete playgrounds with mulch.

Native Landscapes

· Native plants often require less care, fertilization and irrigation than exotics. This translates into reduced costs for maintenance of landscaping.

Impermeable Surface Reduction

· Impermeable surfaces are those that rain water does not easily infiltrate. They include concrete, asphalt, and your rooftops. Permeable surfaces let water through them and include gravel, lawns, and green roofs.
· By allowing this water to infiltrate into the ground or other storage structures we mitigate the flooding that occurs during heavy rain events.
Recycling Programs
· Recycling doesn’t have to be restricted to a big dumpster at the back of the school.
·  Collections of plastic bags, Mardi Gras beads and electronic equipment can all be done without the need for a contract with a recycling company. 
Composting Program


· The largest component of school waste streams (up to 50%!) is compostable organic matter. 
· Composting programs divert this material from the landfill and into compost bins where rapid decomposition can occur. 
· While the compost bins themselves are a natural laboratory, the compost generated from these programs can be used in school gardens.
Outdoor Classrooms
· Outdoor classrooms are extremely varied. 
· They may include a set of benches under the trees, a gazebo, garden or pond. What they all have in common is that they create an inviting space for teachers and students to hold class time outdoors. 
Green Cleaning / Green Purchasing
· Cleaners that replace toxic ingredients with safer alternatives are often categorized as “green cleaners.”

· Prices are comparable or even favorable for green cleaners. 
· There are hidden costs with traditional cleaners. About 6% of custodians are injured each year due to chemical exposure and asthma, the leading cause of absenteeism in schools, can often be triggered by the volatile organic compounds that traditional cleaners contain.

School Gardens

· School gardens are often the workhorses of a school’s environmental initiatives because they can be used in so many ways. 
· Incorporating fresh grown produce into student diets is an important goal, but school gardens can also be opportunities for students to perform soil and water testing, perform controlled experiments on plant growth, engineer plant support and irrigation solutions, and connect with nature.
