Louisiana Environmental Education Commission

Meeting Minutes

August 14, 2012

Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries, Louisiana Room
1:00 p.m.

I.
Call to Order


The regular meeting of the Louisiana Environmental Education Commission was 


called to order by Gary Balsamo, Chair-elect of the Commission, at 1:07 p.m.

II.
Roll Call/Sign-in
Gary Balsamo recognized and introduced Steve Chustz from the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources (LDNR), sitting in as alternate for Stephen
Chustz, and Jordan Smith, the designee of the Department of Culture, Recreation

and Tourism (LCRT).  He also introduced guests Linda Brown from the Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ) and Carrie Salyers from the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF).

All members present signed in on the sign-in sheet provided.


Members present:



Alex Appeaning

Gary Balsamo


Deepak Bhatnagar                  Angela Capello


Jonathan Dearbone

Dinah Maygarden


Brenda Nixon


Allyn Rodriguez



Susan Testroet-Bergeron
Ann Wilson

Others present:



Venise Ortego, Coordinator



Juliet Raffray, Assistant Coordinator

Steve Chustz, LDNR

Jordan Smith, LCRT

Linda Brown, LDEQ

Carrie Salyers, LDWF

III.
Minutes from Last Meeting


Minutes were tabled because there wasn’t a quorum (only 10 commissioners

            present).
IV.
Financial Report, Venise Ortego


The revenue/expenditure report was reported by Venise.  There was a discussion

            on the amount of funding that Keep Louisiana Beautiful will receive in 

            conjunction with the amount of funding that LDWF Enforcement will receive for

            the litter abatement program.  
The yearend report shows that the Litter Abatement Education Fund will be $37,000.00 under budget going into the next fiscal year.

V.
Coordinator’s Report

Venise Ortego reported on the issues listed within the coordinator’s report submitted to the commission.  
VI.
Old Business 

A.  2013 Environmental Education Symposium Committees
1. An EES Committee roster was circulated for commission-members to

    sign-up to participate in a committee. 
         
      2. Keynote Speaker – Gary Balsamo was assigned as chair of this committee.
                      Jonathan Dearbone and Deepak Bhatnagar will assist.

A short list of potential keynotes was compiled and Gary will work on securing a speaker.
                  3. There was a lengthy discussion of whether to change the EES name to the 

                      Environmental Education “State” Symposium.  The final choice was: 

                      Louisiana Environmental Education Symposium.


B.  Environmental Literacy Plan
A draft of the ELP is ready for stakeholder review which consisted of 77 constituents that attended a preliminary meeting.  Stakeholders will be surveyed and their comments will be taken into consideration.  The ELP will then be updated and sent out for review by the general public.  Several points were made about the review process: 
· Ann Wilson suggested that the Department of Education’s Superintendant review the document during this timeframe.

· The “No Child Left Inside Act” makes the Environmental Literacy Plan a more cohesive statewide plan.

· Susan T.-Bergeron requested that Connie Conner, chair of the EEC, write a letter to the stakeholders framing the survey.  

C.  Art/Language Art Contest

     Juliet Raffray reported on the Art/Language Art Contest Reception which was 
     held at the Governor’s Mansion on June 20th with 106 in attendance.  Details

     of the reception are offered in the coordinator’s report which was submitted  

     to the commission.

     The AlCOA grant has been submitted (see coordinator’s report).  There was a 
     lengthy discussion of ALCOA’s possible future intent of keeping the

     Art/Language Art Contest on a more localized level (in the southwest region of 

     the state where their plant is located).  The commission agreed that the contest

     should be continued as a statewide program.  Venise will schedule a meeting

     with ALCOA and suggest options for funding the contest. 

D.  Whooping Crane Workshop update:

      Carrie Salyers summarized the success of the Whooping Crane Teacher 

      Workshops (see coordinator’s report for details).  Whooping Crane 

      educational materials were distributed to all interested commission members. 
E.  EPA grant reviewers
       The EPA grant will be distributed throughout EPA Region 6 (5 states, see coordinator’s report).  The application deadline is September 27, 2012.  The announcements deadline (awarding the grant to recipient) is October 23, 2012.  The final grant reports are due June 30, 2013.  Venise asked if this timeframe was too short in duration for grant recipients to meet the final report deadline.  Ann Wilson said that the final reports are due after the completion of the academic year; therefore, it is a sufficient amount of time for completion of grant requirements.
VII.
New Business
            A.  Nominating Committee
                  1. Officers for Environmental Education Commission.

                      The nominating committee (Alex Appeaning, Angela Capello, Mary

                      Fuglaar, and Susan T.-Bergeron) must submit a slate of officers by

                      September 30.


      2. LEEC member recommendations.

                      The commission offered several suggestions to fill the 5 openings on the

                      Environmental Education Commission


B.  2013 Art/Language Arts Contest

                  1. Theme:  Jordan Smith suggested state/public lands (parks, wildlife

                      management areas, national forest).  Alex said the theme should be 

                      connected to the Environmental Ed. Symposium theme.  Deepak suggested 

                      that winning teachers of last year’s contest be invited to the EES.

                      Juliet Raffray will send out formal requests for themes via email to the

                      commission.  She will also include themes from past contests.

                  2. Local emphasis:  Discussed previously in Old Business.

            C.  Consider change in November meeting date.

Due to a conflict with the LSTA/LATM 2012 Conference, the EEC will meet on November 7, 2012 instead of the previously scheduled November 13.
VIII.
Announcements:   None
IX.
Next Meeting Dates:  November 7, 2012, February 22, 2013 (at Symposium in 
            Baton Rouge), May 14, 2013.

X.  
Adjournment:  3:00 p.m.



Motion:  Jonathan Dearbone made a motion to adjourn.

                      
Second:  Susan T.-Bergeron seconded the motion.



Vote:  Passed unopposed.
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