Blackline Master 1
Instructions for Debris Collection


A. At the Data Collection Site
1. Measure out your team’s plot:
a) The width should be between 10 to 25 meters along the stream side and the length 10 to 25 meters, based upon topography. (Plot size along a stream or at the beach will vary so use a plot size/shape that will work for your location.) For the length of the plot, start at the waterway’s edge and measure to the base where the elevation changes. Record the measurements. 
b) Mark each corner with flags and record the GPS location at diagonal corners or at all four corners.  
c) [bookmark: _GoBack]Run a string to delineate the plot or draw a line in the sand if on a sandy beach.
2. Describe the area (grass, trees, shrubs, bare ground, fallen trees, etc.) on your blank sheet. Draw a sketch of your plot, noting where debris is found.
3. Data and debris collection:
It is now time to collect debris and record your data. Walk the plot systematically to make sure you cover the entire plot, bagging items as they are counted. Collectors are to tell the Recorder what type of item they are putting into their bags. Using the BLM 3 Data Collection Sheet, the Recorder is to place a mark next to the best name/description of the item collected. The quality controller ensures that the information is reported and recorded correctly.  
4. Bring back (if possible) your favorite/most interesting piece of debris. Remember to identify it on your prediction sheet. 
5. Transport collected debris to sorting area. Your teacher should have signage with categories located throughout the sorting area. All teams will sort their items into these same category areas. Once sorting is complete, work as a class to weigh each type of debris. Also record the number of bags collected as a class of each type of debris. 
6. Optional: Collect data in sub-plots to investigate micro-debris, the very small pieces of debris that you can’t see while walking the plot. Set up 3 subplots of ¼ meter x ¼ meter – outside the larger plot. Count small debris pieces of plastic, metal, glass that is hard to see while walking the larger plot. Report back to the class.

B. Upon Your Return to the Classroom
1. Fill out the remaining questions on BLM 2 Student Predictions sheet.  
2. Draw a graph using your data or enter your information into a spreadsheet program so that you can manipulate your data and create graphs as directed by your teacher.
3. Include one to three sentences interpreting and summarizing what the graph is depicting. 

.
Data Collection of Debris: A Field Guide
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