TEACHER WORKSHOP ON WETLAND FIELD ACTIVITIES

May 26th and 27th, 2011 (revised 5-20-11)
Conducted by

University of New Orleans – Coastal Education and Research Facility (CERF)

And

Southeastern Louisiana University – Turtle Cove Environmental Research Station
DRAFT AGENDA for Turtle Cove Day – Friday, May 27th
9:00am
Meet at Turtle Cove Boatshed/Classroom in Manchac (87 Alligator Lane, Akers, LA 70421)

9:15-10:00
Welcome and Opening Lecture on History of Coastal Wetland Issues in Louisiana (Rob Moreau, Manager of Turtle Cove)

10:00-11:00
GROUP 1 (5-10 teachers): VEGETATION IDENTIFICATION and SEDIMENT ELEVATION MEASURMENT (SET) DEMO (Lead by: Dr. Gary Shaffer, Wetland Ecologist, Department of Biological Sciences, Southeastern)


-Survey of Wetland Vegetation in the Western Lake Pontchartrain Basin Estuary (lecture/power point—20 minutes)

-In the field—adjacent Galva Marsh: Vegetation Identification (20 min) and SET Measurement Demonstration (20 min)

GROUP 2 (5-10 individuals): WATER QUALITY SAMPLING and MEASUREMENT and WETLAND RESTORATION DEMONSTRATION (Lead by: Fred Stouder, Turtle Cove Marsh Restoration and Education/Outreach Coordinator and Dinah Maygarden and Heather Gordon---UNO-CERF)


-Salinity, Turbidity and Dissolved Oxygen Survey Methods


-Brief Wetland Restoration Demonstration Using Discarded Christmas Trees and Marsh Grass Plantings
11:00-11:15
Break

11:15-12:15
(Group’s 1 and 2 reverse activities)

12:15-1:00
Lunch (provided by Turtle Cove, on site---Fried Catfish and Red Beans and Rice w/sausage, Coleslaw, French Bread and Drink from nearby Fatboy’s Seafood Kitchen in Manchac)
1:00-1:30
Pontoon Boat ride down Pass Manchac to Turtle Cove ERS
1:30-2:00
GROUP 1: DIPNETTING/IDENTIFICATION OFF TURTLE COVE BOARDWALK IN MARSH LOGGING CANALS (Lead by: F. Stouder, D. Maygarden and H. Gordon)

GROUP 2: SELF-GUIDED BOARDWALK TOUR OF SPECIES SIGNS/COMPLETION OF 5 EXAM FOR STUDENTS (each teacher prepares 5 questions total on based on any of the species signs and stated characteristics to share with other teachers---may form basis of an exam-type activity for students on future field trips)

2:00-2:30
(Group’s 1 and 2 reverse activities)

2:30-3:00
Pontoon Boat ride back to Turtle Cove (exchange/discuss exam questions)

3:00-3:15
Break

3:15-3:30
Wrap-Up and Evaluation

During or after the workshop, Teachers are also encouraged to do the following:

(1) take any additional time to network amongst each other, exchange contact information and exam questions, etc.
(2) sign up with Turtle Cove staff for a future field trip for their class
(3) Become a recipient of Turtle Cove e-mailings on events such as this

(4) Become a friend on facebook of Turtle Cove
(5) provide any additional input on composition of future field trips and workshops hosted by Turtle Cove
(6) Follow our website at www.selu.edu/turtlecove 
