Celebrate Earth Day – 4/22/12
Here are some activity ideas to get you and your community involved.

        
(   Earth Day Assembly:  Your assembly might include:  a guest speaker, information displays 
created by each grade or classroom (built out of recycled materials if possible), sketches/plays 
about the environment, and environmental storytelling.


(  Littlerless Lunches:  Hold a contest to see which classroom makes the least amount of 
garbage at lunchtime during Earth Month (April) or Earth Week (April  16th thru 20th)



(  Schoolyard or Community Clean-up:  Organize a schoolyard or community clean-up.  
Remove garbage/litter from school grounds to make the yard more visually appealing.  If there is 
a nature site near the school grounds you may want to walk children to local park, 
neighborhood or downtown area so they can participate in a community clean-up.


(  Green Up Daily PA Announcement:  Read different eco-facts over the morning 
announcements during Earth Month.  Google “Eco-Calendar” to get your daily dose of green 
facts.


(  Plant Native Trees and Flowers:  spruce up your schoolyard to keep the planet healthy.  Be 
sure to remove the weeks manually and not use pesticides.


(  Coordinate a “Lights Off” Campaign:  Turn off the lights in all of the classrooms for two or 
three hours per day during Earth Month.  Local utility company might be a source to send a 
speaker to discuss the benefits of conserving energy.


(  Walk to School Week:  Organize “walking/wheeling Wednesdays” or “Physical Fridays”, 
which encourages taking active transportation to and from school.  PTA’s and Parent Volunteers 
who will volunteer to walk with groups of children can facilitate this project.


( Tote-Your-Own-Trash Day:  Tote your trash around with you for one day or week to get an 
idea of how much garbage we throw out!  At the end of the day or week, you can develop your 
personal action plan with goals to reduce, reuse and recycle.

(  Swap Event:  Students can bring in their old toys, video games, board games, and books to 
swap.

(  Arrange a Used Battery Drive:  Ask everyone to bring in their used batteries so that they can 
all be brought to a recycling depot.  Go to http://www.rbrc.org/call2recycle/ to find locations in 
your town where the batteries can be recycled.  

(  Hold a School Art Exhibit:  Display photography, sculptures and various art pieces that focus 
upon the environment.


(  Make Bird Houses and Feeders or Other Wildlife Feeding Stations:  These can be installed 
around the schoolyard by students and/or sold as a fundraiser.


(  Give Earth A Hand:  Have each student bring in an empty cereal, rice, or other type box.  
Each student should trace a hand and cut it out.  On each finger, the student can write one way 
he or she can help the Earth.  Display the hands around a map of the world or an art rendering 
of planet earth.  You can also set this up as a booth type event and let participants at the Earth 
Day Celebration cut out a hand and then have the students manning the booth write on each 
finger ways to help the Earth and explain how what each person can do to help.  Example:  
Research how much water can be saved by turning off water when you brush your teeth. 
Students tell the participants at the booth one way to conserve water is to turn off the water 
when they are brushing their teeth and then how much water can be saved.  The best way to 
learn is 
to teach.

(  Trash Dash:  Set up an area in the schoolyard.  Create a 20 feet lane with masking tape or 
field chalk.  Have each child spread the trash that they collected on Tote Your Trash Day or 
Week above.  Let children compete to see who can collect the most trash in the least amount of 
time.  Winners can select from recycled art prizes, donated trees to be planted, etc.

( Recycled Materials Fashion Show:  Let students create fashions out of recycled materials 
such as gum wrappers, aluminum foil, cereal boxes, CD’s, etc.  Then have a fashion show during 
your Earth Day Celebration.  


( Ideas for getting Speakers for your Celebration:  Contact State Park Rangers, local Utility 
Companies, Keep America Beautiful Organization, National Wildlife Federation, Master 
Gardener Associations, etc.  These organizations almost always have environmental outreach 
personnel who can speak.
