
lryw
',1

\
rJ
$Fcnfl

leui*iona

J

/
n1

*yster Tcsir Force
LOTF MEETING NOTICE

Monday July 27,2A09
l:00 p.m.

UNO Advanced Technology Center
2021 Lakeshore Drive, Suite 300

New Orleans, La. 70122
Agenda

ROLL CALL

APPROVAL of June 22,2009 MINUTES

OYSTER DEVELOPMENT ACCOLINT INFORMA] ION
? Oyster Tag Sales- (LSpMB Staft)b. LOTF Financial Reporr-(LSpMB)
c. Crop Insurance Reimbursement_ (E,well Smith)

c. Update on Sabine Lake (DHH)
d. Update on Maps that incrude Areas, seasonar closures and Longitudes/Latitudes

ty coMMtTTEE REPORTS

e/ Depanmenl ol Healrh and Hospirals'Y "'?' "xnmtslirlllti;xffi:ffiffiiYll'il; 
*'*^.o'ng DHH Logs and LDWF rrip rickets -'wtffibes>

b' Joint Health/DWF request to look at the variables in water temp found near the water bottomcompared to rvater temp found near the top of the water column to see if the Vibrio calculator can beadjusted to reflect those differences

{ Govemor's Office on Coastal Affairs
a. (Jstrica Locks construction update (Jerome Zeringue)

_L Annual Report on oyster leases affected by coastal restoration proJects

D/ Depanment ol Wildlile and Fisheries' a Update on Maps that include DE,Q Areas, Health Areas, Seasonal Closures and Longitudes/Latitudesb. POLR Program Update

E. Public;! Private Oyster Grounds Committee (Buddy pausina)

,/ Biological surveys following permitted coastal activities
b' Study group report on exemptions for Coastal Zone permit requirements for concrete mats

^/ 
Seacrant Legal opinion on land_water ownership

Fl, Enlorcenrenr lKeilh Lacaze.l
g Legislative (Mike Voisin)

1 a Set Meeting with.DwF to develop harvesting rules for the "planting only" portion of public harvest seasonW. Research- (John Supan)
a. Dermo Study- Waterbottoms mail_out

1. 7 I oastat Restoration (Jerome Zeringue)
y coastal Resroration Activiry Impact Sub-committee- (John Tesvich)

, ! Plans for Myrtre Grove Large-scale River Diveriion -- The efiect it wil have on
/ Uaratarn l3ay

J. Olsry.r Resource Advisory Committee (Mike Voisin)
J 01 sler Season Recommendat ionsK MarkerinYTr'ff'Jl"*s \)^\$J$u

,,1/ Oepartmenr of Natural Resources

VIII
IY

VII NEW BUSNESS
A' I-OTF position on Diversions, Governor's Advisory commission on coastal protection, Restorationand Conservation- Their next meeting is August 20,2OO9B oyster Vessel Seed Ground Permit legislatiJn and notifing the oyster Community- (Mike Voisin)c. Hurricane relief fund distribution among the seafood inarsi.y ,".to^l liatov lurlsic;D. Operation of Caernarvon Freshwater Diversion (Kenny FoxjE. Recording of Oyster Leases (Mike Voisin)

Set Next Meeting
ANIr)I IPN



Oyster Task Force

June 22,2009

Present: Wilbert Collins, Dan Coulon, Keith Lacaze, Ralph pausina, Al Sunseri, Mike
Voisin, Wilson Voisin, Peter Vujnovich, Karim Belhadjali in for Jerome Zeringue.

Absent: Shane Bagala, Glenn Cambre, Leo Dyson, Jakov Jurisic, Kirk Rhinehart,
Brad Robin and John Tesvich

wilbert made motion to accept minutes, Mike voisin second

lll. Oyster tag sales, 136, 890

Report from Ewell

Mike moved to adopt the 2009l2oLo budget, second by wilbert collins. Motion
carries.

Mike suggested that each meeting they receive a budget similar to the one
delivered today, outlining how much has been spent.

Mike made a motion to set up a meeting with appropriate personnel at WLF to
discuss the travel budget, Buddy second. Motion caried.

Move vll. A to new business. Motion by Mike second by wilbert.

Motion by Mike Voisin to LSPMB to expend federal grants to fund zOtO oyster
festival, up to S12,SOO to cover video cost and related expenses, second by
Wilbert.

lV. Committee Reports

A. Dept. Health and Hospitals

a. Draft of combined Trip ticket and DHH log sheet passed out.
B. Governor's Office on CoastalAffairs

b. they can come to the august meeting and talk about upcoming projects.
C. Department of Natural Resources



a. Update from Karl Morgan about concrete maps

Mike made a motion that Mr. Buddy be the representative from the board to
discuss HcR 105. second by wilbert. Motion carries.

D. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
E. Public and Private Oyster Grounds Committee
F.

G. House Bill 191 by Dove passed both houses, signed by speaker
HB 390 by Henderson was signed by speaker, HB 542 is waiting on house
concurrence, HB 702 is now 105, HB 102 is pending house concurrence,
H.

t.

J.

K.

Vll. a. moved to beginning

Moratorium lifting committee is setting a meeting in July, Mike requested the OTF
members show up.

Mike made a motion that we request sea grant Iegal provide us with an opinion
on what is considered water bottoms. Second by Mr. Pausina. Motion carries.
Mr. Buddy will make the request to Jim wilkins at LSU Sea grant.

Vlll. Next meeting will be July 27, Monday @ 1 p.m. here.

Mike made a motion to adjourn
Wilbert second the motion.



Health Committee Meeting

luly 27,2009

Tenney Sibley

Michelle Kasprzak

John Roussel

David Guilbeau

Merri Schneider (P&J Oyster)

Karen Foot

Gordon LeBlanc

Patrick Banks

Keith LeCaze

Christopher Lemaire

Amy Courtney

The main topic discussed is the trip ticket.
Patrick explained the form suggested by Wilson was being reviewed by the employees in the
field,

Keith sent the information to Steve McManus and he stated that there are 5 issues that need to
be reviewed.

5 issues:

1 During the course of our enforcement patrols, OSF and other patrol agents
seize the DHH log sheets routinely because the sheet was not filled out, filled
out incorrectly or it was incomplete. The DHH form, which was seized as
evidence, is then copied with agent's comments and forwarded with the
agents report. The original is kept for trial. Because these sheets would now
include a numbered trip ticket, this might cause a problem with the tracking of
trip tickets for the dealer/department.

2 Because it is required to fill out a log sheet for bedding by DHH rule, the
harvester log sheet should have a designated section for bedding listed on
the form. This might also help us controlthe illegal activity that occurred
during the bedding only season when some fishermen were making sacks on
the seed ground areas.

3 lt was my understanding some time back that DHH was going to make Post
Harvest Treatment oysters fall under the same time temperature requirement
as Shucking. Unless I am missing something, it still is unclear which category
they would fall under; therefore, it might be a good idea to have a designated
section that identifies For Post Harvest Treatment. lf the time temp
requirement for Post Harvest Treatment is the same as Shucking, we could



change the section that designates shucking to read the same as the newgrCEN t39 YI'.9!:E!". (FOR SHUCKING BV A CERTIFIED DEALER ORPOST HARVEST TREATMENT)
4 A copy of the form would have to remain on the boat for 15 days to be incompliance with DHH Rule
5 lf the fishermen were the ones that filled out both sections on the form on

behalf of lhe dealer (l'm not sure if that is the intention), there would
predictably be some confusion because the harvest aieas on the log sheets
are different than the trip ticket.

These issues will be taken into consideration when preparing the new form.

David stated that if the forms are merged there will have to be rulemaking for DHH.

Merri schneider with industry created her own trip ticket (see attached scanned document,
Merri will be emailing this to Wildlife and Fisheries). The main issue that she sees now is the
redundancy of what has to be written it is overwhelming. Fishermen don,t know how to
complete tickets more lines need to be added for when mistakes happen.

Patrick explained that it is not the responsibility of the fisherman to complete the forms.

john suggested the idea that taking the trip ticket tracking number and using it on the time
temperature log sheet.

Merri suggested that the new form be color coded to the oyster tags.

Patrick informed the committee that the new suggested form will be reviewed.
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2OO9 DERMO
EAST OF RI\IER &

RESULTS
HACKBERRY BAY

Seed Market

Bay Gardene
Lonesome f.
Mozambique Pt.
N. BJ.ack Bay
S. B1ack Bay
Bay Crabe
lelegraph Pt.
Grand Pass
Three MiIe
Hackberry Bay

PreveLance

732
s38
508
20*
93*
73e
808
60*
96+
608

Weight,ed
Incidenee

0-4
o.a
0.6
0.1
0.5
o.4
0.4
0.3
0.4
0.3

Preve].a.nce

93S
808
922
538
1008
93t
1008
100t
93r
47*

I[eighted
Ineidence

0.5
0.4
0.5
0.3
0.5
1.0
0.8
L.2
0.5
o.2

Mackin Scale used to determine incidenee.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

GOVERNOR'S ADVISORY COMMISSION ON COASTAL
PROTECTION, RESTORATION AI\D CONSERVATION

The next meeting of the Governor,s Advisory commission on
coastal Protection, Restoration and conservation has been

scheduled for:

Thursduy, August 20, 2009
9:00 am

State Capitol
4'h Floor press Conference Room

900 North 3'd Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

If you need further information, please call
The office of coastal Activitie s at (225) 342-396g
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April22,2009

Mr. Robert Barharn
Secretary
Louisiana Depaftment of Wildlife and Fisheries
2000 Quail Drive
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70g0g

RE: Law change Request During Bedding only Portion of the oyster Season on public Seed Grounds

Dear Secretary Barham,

At the last Louisiana oy1ler Task Force, (LorF), meeting we discussed some issues that cause concerns tothe Department of wildlife.and Fisheries,'(DwF), enforcfment agent dr.ing the bedding only portion ofthe oyster season on the public seed grounds. we've learned thatJhese concems have handicapped theDW.F enforcement agents liom properly determining if an individual is in violation of this law whileworking on the public seed grounds.

The following are the changes to the law that the DWF enforcement agents discussed at the last LorFmeeting that may correct their concems:

A) Preclude an oyster harvester ffom having any sacks or containers which may be used to hold
oysters on board that vessel while harvesting during the bedding only portion ofthe oyster season
on the public seed grounds.

B) All oysters on board an oyster harvest vessel in the public seed grounds during the bedding onlyportion of the oyster season shall be determined to have been harvested flom the public seed
grounds.

c) Establish that no oyster harvester shall have a record of a sale for oysters on the same day that he
has harvested oysters fiom the public seed grounds during the bedding only portion ofthe oyster
season.

The LOTF would like to meet with the DWF officials to draft legislation that would correct the
concems listed above.

Sincerely,

Focrlr
L*ui*ir:na

2021 Lckeshore Dn've, Suite 300
New Orleons, LA70122

504.283.9893
T:-;tr:!:,.ffi ifr 11iVfr1.i..rii:l#tri7:r:ffi 3:?:::::tr{::=

-.-.--- I ^..:-:_-.-.n.,J^-- ^-^

4E-R 6--.-
1t
U

Alfred R. Sunseri
Chairman
Louisiana Oyster Task Force



BOBBY JINDAL
GOVfRNOR

Juiy 11. 2{J09

;$tate nf [Jiruisinrur
DEPAKTI-IENT oT WLDilru AND FISHCRIES

Or:FICr OF FISHERIIS

ROBEF TJ, BARHAI,4
SECRTTARY

RAl.lDY PAUSINA
A5SISTANT SECRETARY

Al Sunseri, Chairman
I-ouisiana Oyster Task lrorce
2021 Lakeshore Drive, Suite 300
I'Ier,v Orleat'ls, LA 70lZZ

RE: Larv change reqt-iesl during beddirig only portion of tire oyster seaso r on public see<l grouncls

Dcar I\4r. Sunseri:

I an-r in receipt of yorir letter of April 2?, 2009, requesting to meet *-ith the Depafinrent regardingpossible legislation to strengthen the enforceabiriry of trr ueoai*g onr1, season o:r porli*,s or trrePublic Seeel Grounds.

we ll'otild r'velconre st-rth lt meeling, and suggest thrlt you use the orF seed Grcuritl c-.r:mnritieeas the forun: to accomplish this. Enforcemei:t and Ma.rire Fishedes divisions r.r,ould participare.The concepls that you have listed include a prohibition on sacks or containers d,ring the becitlingseason' presumptiorr thal any oysters on board on during a bedding only seastn ar.e from therestricted seed groutrd and a prnhibitiorl on sar:ne day sales of oysters rvlrrn the har:;ester has

*::"":::t 
oysters frotn a beclding only area. oiirer concepts nlay colne up during rl.re

0rscuss10n,

P O Box 
'AOOO ' BATON ROUGa. LOurslANA 7089a'gooo . pHOrlE {2e5, 765-aao rA^I EQUAL OPPOFrrUNrrr €MPLOI€R



BOBBY JINDAL
GOVERNOR fitate at tfrauixiana

DEPARTMENT OF WL.DUFE AND FISHERIES
OFFICE OF FISHERIES

ROBER"TJ, BARHAM
SECRTTARY

RANDY PAUSINA
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

July 1 6,2009

Al Sunseri, Chairman
Louisiana Oyster Task Force
2A2l Lakeshore Drive, Suite 300
New Orleans, LA 70122

R-E: Overlaylng of DHH maps with DEe trip ticket maps

Dear Mr. Sunseri:

I am in receipt of your letter dated Api.l 15, 
-2009, 

requesting that the Deparhnent develop anoverlay for the DEQ water basin maps used for LDWF trif tictets with ttre DHH seasonal
closure maps. I understand that you would also like to have a map that shows both the DHHharvest areas and the LDWF trip ticket map.

we have just received the geo-referenced DlrH harvest area map and have the geo-referenced
map that we use for trip tickets (from DE-o) The survey section ls in the process of developing
an overlay map of both of those and we will post on the S.r*"y Section website when complete.

Sincerely, 
^fli

Karen Foote
Biolo gist Administrator
Marine Fisheries Division

P.O. BOX 9AOOO . BATON ROUGE. LOU|S|ANA 70a9a€ooo . pHoNE (a25)
AN EQ{JAL OPPORTUNMT EMPLO]ER

765-280 I
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{sr:v:t:tzztsr'* A&vtst:r"; {,.s2-rz*:jssi*il *11 L*asfl;t ?-rr*t*::u-it;tt"
Resr*ratli)n a::d. C*nservari*r:

S-ra"Llr (rr L(]t,rislAliA

Mr. Garret Graves
Office of the Governor-Coastal Activities
900 Nomh 3'd Street
State Capitol-4th Floor
Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Brig. Gen. Michaell. Walsh
Division Commander
1400 Walnut Street
Vicksburg, MS 39180

Dear Sirs;

It is the mission of the Governor's Advisory commission on Coastal protection, Restoration and
Conservation (hereafter "commission") as prescribed in statute, "to foster cooperation on
coastal protection, preservation and restoration issues among federal, state, and local
Sovernmentalagencies, conservation organizations, and the private sector." lt is with respect to
this mandate, that we request that the State of Louisiana and the u.s. Army Corps of Engineers
develop an active and coequal process to address the many issues directly and indirectly
involved with the advancements of river diversion projects authorized in the Water Resources
and Development Act of 2oo7 .lt is the view of the commission that the U.S. Congress has
expressed its intent that the corps of Engineers, with the state of Louisiana as a true partner,
work together to implement the authorized diversions now.

To this end, it is incredibly important that a substantive and actionable response be offered by
the Corps of Engineers and the State of Louisiana to the testimony given at the March 2007
Diversion Summit, the response that was promised at the end of that very important gathering
of coastal advocates. The summit resulted in the consensus that stakeholder issues, such as
those of navigation and fisheries, should be addressed with the understandingthat diversions
must and will be put into place in order for Louisiana to have a sustainable coast. lt should be
clear to both the State and the Corps that the guaranteed consequences of not undertaking
diversions will be catastrophic to the citizens of Louisiana.

At the July 1-tt 2009 commission meeting several members expressed that a true ,,path Forward,,
requires both the State and the Corps to commit to working on these objectives collaboratively,
from a programmatic perspective guided by leadership. lt is this commission's view that the
current "Path Forward" document offered to the State leadership for signature is, at this point,
woefully inadequate in its attempt to truly move diversion implementation forward.
Additionally distressing is the recent dismissal of the State's revision attempts to the original
draft, comments that were made in earnest to attempt to improve the report, comments that
included suggestions of summit speakers among others.



Graves/Walsh; page 2

This issue of diversions in the Mississippi River, arguably the most complex challenge facing
decision-makers, is but one hurdle that we will face as we attempt to achieve a sustainable
coastal Louisiana- lt is imperative that at this criticaljuncture the state and the corps show
leadership in crafting this report properly, with a final offering that is palatable to all involved
parties, not only as the vision and schedule for intended progress in the arena of
implementation of diversions, but equally important, as the result of a functionaland capable
partnersh ip.

It is in the spirit of progress that we ask both parties to come together in a working meeting as
soon as possible to resolve the outstanding issues remaining in the "path Forward,, document,
both those identified by the State in its revised draft and any remaining disputed items. The
time to move forward is now, and this report should be the evident culmination of the State
and the Corps' prioritization of those actionable items that will ultimately lead to
implementation of the authorized diversion projects listed in wRDA2007 at a minimum. The
time for resolution is upon us and we must all agree to fulfill the charge of service placed upon
us all.

Sincerely,

_ /)
- -</1t,4 .y /1- .. 

. -/,' // ./,,-

,l,4it.r7
,/

R. King Milling
Chairman, Governor's Advisory commission on Coastal protection,
Restoration and Conservation



il*vern*r's Advi.c <:ry c cmr-niss i r:st cn c.r**c ta3 tr] r* | e*,i,; i:,
R estorari*n anC Conservarir:n

Srrrf-i, ct, L0LJISIA}.;A

July 2. 2009

RESOLUTION

wHEREAS: It is widely recognized by wetlands experts and coastal scientists tlroughout the
world that diversiotis of sediments and water frorn the Mississippi River are a necessary
cotnponent of any worlhwhile restoration effort of Louisiana's coastal wetlands, which have
been eroding at an alarrning rate for nearly a century leading to the loss of rnore than 2300 square
rniles of the state's coastal area.

WHEREAS: Because of that recognition and because of the urgency needed in designing anci
building sediment and water diversion in order to slow the erosion iate along Louisiana,s coast,
the United States Atmy corps of Engineers hosted the "Mississippi River Fleshwater Diversion
Summit" (referred to as "diversion summit" ltrom this point on) in New Orleans in March of
2009 in order to gather input and discuss a path forward in designing and building diversions
from state, federal and non-governmentai offi cials and representatives.

WHEREAS: The information and ideas shared by all parties during the diversion surnmit were
supposed to be included in a document to be written by the Corps olEngineers after the
diversion suurmit that summarized the ideas and outlined future steps that wouid be taken by the
Stateof Louisiana, the Corps of Engineers and other federal agencies and outlined a path fbrward
for the urgent design and irnplementation of freshwater and sedirnent diversions liorn the
Mississippi River in South Louisiana.

WHEREAS: The State of Louisiana as well as a host of non-govemmentalorganizations
evaluated the first draft of this document and found it to be grossly deficient ii its inclusion of
ideas presented by the State of Louisiana and others who participited in the sharing of ideas at
the diversion summit and lacked a clear path fbrward for iederai state and non-govemmental
entrties to take when designing and building these urgently neede<l freshwater and sediment
d iversio ns.

wHEREAS: officials with the State of Louisiana's Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration
and Covernor's Office of Coastal Activities as well as representatives {iom several non-
governmentalorganizations expressed their concerns about the lack of infbrmation and the lack
of a clear path forward fbr fi'eshwater ciiversior-rs in the dlalt docurnent \r,ith the expectati.ns that
these concerns would he addressed an<i included in the flnal document prepared by the Corps of
Enginee.rs.

WHEREAS: The Corps of Engineers did not seriously consicler the ooncerns and suggestions of
the State of Louisiana and ths non-governmental orginizations when preparing the final
document regarding the diversion summit despite as.suring the State of Louisiana and the non-
govemmental otganrzations those concerns and ideas *url,l be addresscd and included.



WHEREAS: The Corps of Engineers presented a document to the State of Louisiana to be signed
by the Chairman of the Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority, Mr. Garret
Graves, that is what the Corps of Engineers considers a final document regarding the diversion
summit despite not including a clear path furward nor the concerns and ideas of the State of
Louisiana and the non-governmental organizations.

WHEREAS: The signature of Mr. Garret Craves is needed in order for the document to be
considered final and subrnitted to the Assistant Secretary of the Anny for Civil Works.

BE IT RESOLVED: The Governor's Advisory Commission on Coastal Protection, Restoration
and Conservation urges Mr. Graves to not sign the document prepared by the Corps of Engineers
until the concerns and ideas expressed by the State of Louisiana and the non-goverxmental
organizations are taken seriously by the Corps of Engineers and an honest and eamest eflbrt to
write a finaldocument regarding the diversion summit is written that includes a path forward in
designing and implernenting ileshwater and sediment diversions liom the Missiisippi River rhat
truly reflects the urgent need to restore Louisiana's coastal wetlands.

R. King Milling, Chairman
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BOBBY JINDAL
GOVERNOR Statt fi -frrulxiana ROBETTJ BARHAM

SECRETARY

DEPAF'TMENT OF WLDLIFE AND FISHERIES
OTFICE OF SECRETAry

July 20,2009

Al Sunseri, Chairman
Louisiana Oyster Task Force
2021Lakeshore Drive, Suite 300
New Orleans, LA 70122

RE: Provide Louisiana/Mississippi boundary information for oyster harvesters

Dear Mr. Sunseri:

I am in receipt of your letter of Apil 23, 2009 to Secretary Barham, requesting that theDepartment provide further information on the MS/LA boundary line that Enforcement uses.Attached please find a copy of the map and coordinates that the Enforcement Division uses in
these matters. we will also email you an electronic version and it will be posted on the SurveySection website.

Regarding the enforcement of this line, please note that current GpS equipment technology is
more than adequate for determining boundaries. In addition, as a matter of standard operatingprocedure, Enforcement applies an abundance of caution when addressing line or btunoar!
infractions. I would ask to be provided" with individual names and cases oi uryon" who feelsthey may have been issued citations as a result of an error on the part of Enforcement indetermining a line or location.

cc: Secretary Robert Barham

P.O. AOX .aOOO . BATON ROUGE, LOU'S.ANA 70a9a€ooo . pHoNE (22s) 76s-2aoo
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNMT EMPLOYER

Lieutenant Colonel



LOUISTANA OYSTER TASK FORCE
202lLakeshore Drive Suite 300 New Orleans LA 70122

Activity:

Meeting Date:

Location:
If you provided transportation to tltis meeting, you are entitled to travel

reimhursement.

Beginning Mileage Ending Mileage

Time Departed_ Time Returned

Travel incurred: Round Trip Miles @ .52 cents per mile

TOTAL

OTF Member's Signature Approved By
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