
["t[ r' ptn r
jctt^, t1

-l)
{o$rLOTF MEETING NOTTCE

MondaY December 7'2009
1:00 P'm'

UNO Advanced TechnologY Center

2021 Lakeshore Drive' Suite 200

New Orleans,La'70122
Agenda

I. ROLLCALL

II. APPROVAL of October l2'2OOg MINUTES & November 30'2009 MINUTES

M. OYSTER DEVELOPMENT ACCOUNT INFORMATION

a. Oyster Tag Sales- (LSPMB !1"P j
b. LbTF Financial RePort-(LSPMB)

c. Crop lnsurance Reimbursement- (Ewel1 Smith)

,Dar,

**,?

IV' 
)"*r"#r$ffiMoU rerative to autho,rizing oil & Gas surface,activities on Public oyster Seed Grounds

- &s""a n"."*Ittn. icor.*o.,r office-, DNR, DWF, Ralph Pausina)

- b. Lake Borgne Temporary Opening (DWF)

_ c. High Saliniry ir.ur*."i tHSl, A n.* Por, Harvest Treatmenl Initiative lJohn Supan)

- d. ISSC meetirig report- (David Guilbeau & Patrick Banks)

- e. Request,n"T"r^;t:i"J;;a;;;"s. J;r iltiin calcasieu Lake to 10 sacks per trip (Leo Dvson)

- f. Request 
'Wf 

i"pt "'ft 
una ttguiutions concerning Acr3'74 (DwF)

V COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Department of Health and Hospitals l

- a. str.amtin'nioicoui**t"tlOyster Proerarn (DHH & DwF)

b. Updare ""';:;";;;;';ir;-w-6"ry,t;;; 
M;;;i;carding DHH Logs and LDWF rrip rickets -

DHH and LDWF (David Guilbeau/Patrick Banks)

c. UPdate on Sabine Lake (DHH & DWF)

B. Governor's Office on Coastal Affairs

c. ,* 
fl'I"",1Yrt'g[L11Hffi l'ru.*u*"rter and dearers from V.v. and v.p' guidelines (DHH&D*F)

b. Update on Maps that include DEa A;;;;, Health Areas, Seasonal Closures and LongitudeslLatitudes

c. Update on non- ,ene*ai policy of oyster-l-ases within Public oys^ter Grounds & wildlife Management Areas

d. update on Request to exchange orrr.."nrii *r."g" "a**"ry 
affected by coastal Restoration Projects

D. Public & Private Oyster Grounds Committee (Buddy Pausina)

l: ffi:fJ',:T*i:T*o;ffit',,,,1?,i1o*,,,g 
DwF poricv regarding non-renewal orexisting ovster

"", 
f:;:Xm;:H-:t1',"r*;i,rT::X* Grounds and imprications on existing ressees and tuture

leasing

E. Research-{John,?#lllr.^* 
for oyster harvesters and oyster dealers (John Supan)

F. Enforcement (Keith Lacaze)

G. Legal (BuddY Pausina)

a. Recording ofOYster Leases

H. Coastal Restoration Activiry Impact Sub-Committee- (John Tesvich) 
; Office on Coastal Protect'

a. LorF p",i,i;'.;;;";i;'ffi;';;;. dt;;i;;; rL tn" Gou"*or's ofnce on coastal Protectlon'

restoration, and Conservatton

VI. Set Next Meeting

VII. ADJOURN



Oyster Task Force Meeting LOlt2l}9

present:shaneBagala,TenneySibleyinforGlenncambre'wilbertcollins'Dancoulon'JakovJurisic'

Steve McManus in for Keith Lacaze, Karl Morgan, Ralph Pausina, Brad Robin, Al Sunseri' John Tesvich'

Peter Vujnovich, Wilson Voisin' Jerome Zeringue and Patrick Banks'

Absent: Dana Brocato, Leo Dyson' Mike Voisin

ll. Wilbert motion to accept minutes

Jakov seconds, motion carries

III. OYSTER DEVELOPMENT ACCOUNT INFORMATION

a. Tag sales 938,020 tags, 546'901

b.

c. Around first of month reimbursement going back to LOTF account'

IV. NEW BUSINESS

a. Ken fox Presentation-

Motion by John Tesvich for LoTF to send comments to corp of Engineers regarding

coastal restoration in caernarvon and Davis Pond' second by wilbert collins' Motion

carries. John will work on the comments'

MotionbyJakovtomovesectionHuptonewbusiness.SecondbyWilbert.Motion
carries.

MotionbyBuddyPausinatoacceptcommittee,sreport.secondbyWilbert.
John asks for volunteers for position paper committee'

3'dWednesdayofthemontharecostalrestorationprojectmeetings'alaskedtobe
notified of monthlY meetings'

b. LOTF positions on ISSC proposals'

Motion by John Tesvich to defer positions to members of oTF who are attended ISSC, second

bY Wilbert' Motion carries'

C.streamliningofgovernment/oysterprogram-reportbyDHH'Meetingonoct.2Tbetween
secretaries on whether or not streamrining moruskan she*fish sampring shourd be transferred

d. IL}iill"r?Ij;s ror oyster harvesters and dearers rrom Vv and vp guiderines (DHH and DwF)

e. CroP lnsurance UPdate



V. COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Department of Health and Hospitals

a. regarding trip tickets------not meeting till after they get back from NH

b. checked vessels for refrigeration and 5 or 6 that were checked had excellent temps

c. sanitary survey done, turned over to FDA'

d. will be discussed at next health committee mtg

Motion by Karl Morgan to move item D to before B. wilbert second.

D. Public and Private Oyster Grounds Committee (Buddy)

a. exceptions include.... after one year oyster lease holder can request oyster lease assessment be

updated, updated assessment need not be a full assessment, if lease holder has never given permission

then they cannot request an updated assessment

b. nothing to rePort

c. copy of opinion sent to Al and task force members

d. request to dwf legal to get an opinion prior to the planting only season this year, no opinion given'

B. Governor's Office on CoastalAffairs

a. ostrica locks-still in construction phase...waiting for FEMA funds' contractor has been

instructed to leave the gates open as much as possible'

b. Marsh lsland -project in orange bay public seed grounds, project to create wetlands will

impact oyster grounds, they are trying to work together to not have to impact the northern area of the

seed grounds.

C. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

a. update on maps that include DEQ areas, health areas, seasonal closures and longitude and

latitude.-

b. Update on non-renewal policy of oyster leases within public oyster grounds and wildlife

management areas- letter from Sec. Barham said that there policy remains the same' but Secretary

Barham is looking at it very closely'

c. Update on request to exchange oyster lease acreage adversely affected by coastal restoration

projects.-

E. Research- John SuPan

F. Enforcement- nothing

G. Legal (BuddY Pausina)

a. recording of leases-

Vl. next meeting is December 7 @ 1 p'm'



OT F meetingtLl3OlzOO9

Present:Brocato,Coulon,Morgan,Pausina'Robin'Tesvich'Vujnovich'Banks

l.PublicandPrivateGroundsCommittee.RecommendtemporaryopeningofLakeBournearea
(untilSpring2010).sackingonly,60sacklimit.Wouldstartimmediately,butendinSpring

2010. Motion by Vujnovich ' 
second by Brocato'

Mr. Buddy will represent task force at Thursday meeting'

,. Motion by Buddy to send retter to LDWF and DNR and Governor for the opportunity for orF to

lookatMoUrevisionsbeforetheyapproveit.SecondbyBrad.

Motion by John for orF to work with regisrators submit a bi, in next regislation for protection of critical

oyster areas and protected reefs and create a moratorium that wourd prohibit a, driring and related

activitiesinthoseareas.SecondbyVujnovich.Motionapproved.

Motion by pausina to ask ocpR for update on parish review for pending apprications. Jerome is the task

force member on OCPR, second by Brad' Motion approved'

Coulonbroughtupapointaboutthankinglegislatorsandrestaurantassociationandotherstothank
them for their assistance in the oyster/fda issue'

Motion to adjourn by buddy second by Brad Robin
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November 19,2009

To: Secretary, Department of Natural Resources

Scott Angelle, Sec

Secretary, Depart of Wildlife and Fisheries

Robert Barham, Sec

From: La Oyster Task Force

Public Grounds Management Plan Committee

Ralph V Pausina,Chair

Gentlemen we in the Oyster lndustry have been aware of an effort to revise and

update the existing MOU between your respective Departments' We understand that

some of the language in the existing MOU has become unnecessary because of recent

legislation, We further were under the impression that the updating was the main reason

for revising the MOU.

We were able to obtain a copy of some of revisions proposed as of Nov 06 of this year'

ln reading these revisions we are of the opinion that there is a misunderstanding of the two

Departments roll in Government. We believe that DNR should handle policy pertaining to

all matters related to NoN Renewable Natural Resources and DWF should handle policy

pertaining to all matters related to Renewable Natural Resources.

We are seriously concerned with the possibility of damages which could occur to the

heart of Louisiana's oyster Farming lndustry, ouR SEED SUPPLY, from oil and Gas operations

in these most important zones. We therefore immediately called for a Committee meeting

on Nov L2,Io}gto try to study the revisions. At this meeting we determined that we have to

seek input in this revision process. The committee recommend that the full oTF meet as soon as

possible to address this threat to our reserve supply of oyster seed' A special oTF meeting is set for

Nov 30, 2009 ,immediately after the Thanksgiving demand for oysters. Any action we may



determine to advance with at this meeting may be after the fact, as we realize that these

revisions may be finalized prior to that time.

We therefore ask both Secretaries to please delay any action on the MOU until we the

OTF have an opportunity to confer on some serious problems in the revision as they pertain

to the continued and adequate supply of seed oysters for Louisiana'a Oyster Farmers.

One of our concerns has to deal with the provision in the revision to allow Oil & Gas

Operations in the Oyster Seed Ground Reservations. These special areas were created as a

reserve to be used when needed. They are not opened for use every year. Sometimes they

are opened only for a limlted time. These areas are a small portion of the overall acreage

available for Oil & Gas Activities. They are described in the revision as Tier l, totaling only

37,000 acres. This is only 2o/o of the total areas available to Oil & Gas. The Question here is

whether these prime reserve supplies of seed for Louisiana's Oyster lndustry should

have some protection. we think that they deserve consideration.

We are willing to meet and expedite the revision process along with the Departments

and the Governor's Office. I am sending this request NOW only because of constraints of time

on the part of your schedules and the holiday demand for our fine produA. This letter is part

of the recommendation of the pGMp Committee to the full Task Force and will be presented at

its Nov 30, 2009 special meeting and again at the Dec 7,2009 regular Task Force meeting

Sincerely, Ralph "BuddY" Pausina

Chair, Public Ground Management Plan Committee.


