
NOTICE OF INTENT 

 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

 
The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give 

notice of its intent to promulgate rules and regulations 

relative to the Calcasieu Lake Oyster Harvester Permit. 

Authority to establish such rules and regulations is vested 

in the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission by R.S. 56:6 and 

R.S. 56:435.1.1. 

Title 76 

 
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

 
Part VII.  Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

 
Chapter 5. Oyster 

 
§533. Calcasieu Lake Oyster Harvester Permit 

 
A. Beginning July 1, 2011 and extending through June 30, 

 

2014, aAny oyster taken from the Calcasieu Lake Public Oyster 

Area for commercial purposes during the open season shall only 

be taken by a person legally issued a Calcasieu Lake Oyster 

Harvester Permit by the Department. The permit does not grant 

any rights to the oyster resource or any rights to harvest 

oysters from the waters of the state and shall not be sold, 

exchanged, or otherwise transferred.  The permit is valid for 

one calendar year, beginning on January first and expiring on 

December thirty-first of the same calendar year.  The permit 

may be obtained at any time of the year until November 

fifteenth for the current license year.  A permit obtained on 



or after November fifteenth of the current license year shall 

be valid for the remainder of the current license year and 

expires on December thirty-first of the immediately following 

license year.   The permit shall be valid for a period 

beginning on October 1 of a given year and ending on September 

30 of the following year. There is no cost for the permit. and 

no more than one hundred twenty-six (126) permits shall be 

effective at any one time.  In the event that a permit is 

vacated, that permit may be re-issued to the next eligible 

applicant.  The Department may retain the information for an 

additional 30 applicants in the event that permits are 

vacated. This permit is only applicable for commercial 

harvest. Recreational fishermen may harvest one sack per 

person per day. 

B.   Eligibility.  Only those persons meeting the 

eligibility requirements outlined in R.S. 56:435.1.1 and this 

rule shall be issued a permit. To be eligible for this 

permit the applicant must hold current and valid licenses and 

permits required for the harvest of oysters, including a 

commercial fisherman license and an oyster harvester license. 

As outlined in R.S. 56:435.1.1, one hundred twenty-six (126) 

permits will be made available, and completed permit 

applications will be processed on a first-come-first-served 

basis determined by the order in which the completed permit 

application is received by the Department. Of the available 

permits, sixty-three (63) shall be issued to persons who can 



prove through Department trip-ticket landings data that he 

commercially harvested oysters from Calcasieu Lake during 

open season at any time since January 1, 2001.  The remaining 

sixty-three (63) permits shall be issued to any person who 

holds all other licenses and permits required for the 

harvesting of oysters. 

    CB.  Applications. Initial application for the permit 

shall be made to the Department. To be eligible for this 

permit the applicant must hold current and valid licenses and 

permits required for the harvest of oysters, including a 

commercial fisherman license and an oyster harvester license. 

The Department shall make available on its website an online 

application form. Applicants must complete an online 

application form and submit the completed form to the 

Department no earlier than 9:00 A.M. on the last Monday of 

September.  A complete application shall include the 

applicant’s name, physical address, mailing address, phone 

number, commercial fisherman license number, oyster harvester 

license number, a personal identification number (issued by a 

state or Federal agency), and indicate if the applicant has 

harvested oysters commercially in Calcasieu Lake since 

January 1, 2001. The above described online submission of the 

application shall be the ONLY acceptable method for the 

Department and ONLY applicants who submit a completed 

application in that manner will be processed.  Completed 

permit applications will be processed on a first-come-first-



served basis determined by the order in which the completed 

permit application is received by the Department. Upon 

receipt and processing of the permit applications, 63 permits 

shall be issued to the first applicants to submit completed 

permit applications who commercially harvested oysters from 

Calcasieu Lake during open season at any time since January 

1, 2001 as verified by the Department’s trip ticket landings 

data. Thereafter, an additional 63 permits shall be issued to 

the first applicants remaining who submitted completed permit 

applications and who are otherwise eligible. Completed permit 

applications will only be processed for those persons who 

meet eligibility requirements as outlined in R.S. 56:435.1.1 

and this rule. 

C. Operations.  Vessels engaged in an activity for 

which this permit is required must have onboard the vessel 

the valid original permit and shall show the permit upon 

demand to a duly authorized agent of the Department. 

D. Enforcement. The penalties for violation of these 

Commission regulations pertaining to taking, possessing, 

recording or reporting of landings or selling oysters from 

Calcasieu Lake shall be as provided for in R.S. 

56:435.1.1(E). 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

56:6 and R.S. 56:435.1.1. 

HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 37:3065 



(October 2011), LR 38:____. 

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

is authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of 

the Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of 

intent and the final rule, including, but not limited to, the 

filing of the fiscal and economic impact statements, the 

filing of the notice of intent and final rule and the 

preparation of reports and correspondence to other agencies of 

government. 

Interested persons may submit written comments on the 

 
proposed rule to Patrick D. Banks, Fisheries Division, 

 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, 

LA 70898-9000 no later than 4:30 p.m., August 20, 2012. 

In accordance with Act #1183 of 1999, the Department of 

 

Wildlife and Fisheries hereby issues its Family Impact Statement 

in connection with the preceding Notice of Intent: This Notice 

of Intent will have no impact on the six criteria set out at 

R.S. 49:972(B). 

Stephen Sagrera Ann L. Taylor 

 
Chairman Chair 

 


