
Notice of Intent 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

Reef Fish 

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice of its intent to amend a Rule, LAC 

76:VII.335, modifying existing reef fish harvest regulations.  Authority for adoption of this Rule is 

included in R.S. 56:6(25)(a), 56:320.2, 56:326.1 and 56:326.3.  Said Rule is attached to and made part of 

this Notice of Intent. 

Title 76 

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII.  Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery 

§335. Reef Fish - Harvest Regulations 

 A. … 

 B. Reef Fish Permits 

  1. – 4. … 

  5. Recreational Offshore Landing Permit.  Persons aboard a vessel whether within or 

outside Louisiana territorial waters possessing any of the following reef fish species: red snapper, 

greater amberjack, gag grouper, red grouper, black grouper, scamp, rock hind, red hind, yellowfin 

grouper, or yellowmouth grouper any species of grouper, hind, amberjack, or snapper other than gray 

snapper are required to have a valid Recreational Offshore Landing Permit in their immediate possession 

and on board the vessel. 

  5.6. No person aboard any commercial vessel shall transfer or cause the transfer of 

reef fish between vessels on state or federal waters. 

 C. - G.4. … 



  5. The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is hereby authorized, 

upon notification to the Chairman of the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, to close, open, re-open or 

re-close any reef fish season as needed when informed of such by the National Marine Fisheries Service 

or when a landings allocation has been met in order to maintain consistency with modifications in 

adjacent federal waters or with state established allocations. 

 H.– J. … 

 K. Recreational Reporting Requirements 

  1. The following species of reef fish have reporting requirements for recreational 

harvest: 

   a.  red snapper  

   b.  greater amberjack  

   c.  gag grouper 

   d.  red grouper 

   e.  black grouper 

   f. scamp 

   g.  rock hind 

   h.  red hind 

   i.  yellowfin grouper 

   j.  yellowmouth grouper 

  2.  When possessing any recreationally harvested reef fish species listed in (1), on a 

vessel within Louisiana territorial waters, a written harvest report must be maintained on such vessel 

indicating the date harvested, time put on board, permit number of the person catching the fish, location 

of catch and length of the fish.  It is the responsibility of the person catching the fish or in the case of a 

chartered vessel the licensed captain to record and maintain such information on the vessel in order to 

legally possess the fish.  Any person possessing such fish without such documentation shall be 



considered to be in violation of this Section.  Harvest report forms will be made available by the 

department online to recreational offshore landing permit holders, but do not necessarily have to be used 

as long as the proper information is recorded and maintained and available for immediate inspection on 

the fishing vessel. 

  3.  No person shall transfer any of the reef fish species listed in (1) at sea, or offload 

any of those species, prior to being validated by contacting the toll free number provided or other means 

approved by the department to validate the reef fish species possessed as listed above.  When such 

validation is made, an authorization code will be provided which shall be recorded on the harvest report 

associated with those fish.  The information required on the harvest report must be provided when 

validating the catch in order to obtain an authorization code.  In the case where a minor is in possession 

of the fish the guardian of such minor shall be responsible for the documentation and validation. 

  4.  A charter vessel captain is allowed to use fully completed harvest reports instead 

of validation prior to offloading.  A charter vessel captain is required to contact the department by the 

fifteenth of each month to report harvest and receive authorization codes for trips taken in the previous 

month.  

  5.  Failure to abide by these rules and regulations shall constitute a violation of this 

Section and shall be fined in accordance with the provisions of a class one violation pursuant to R.S. 

56:31. 

 AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.56:6(25)(a), R.S. 56:320.2(C), R.S. 

56:326.1 and R.S. 56:326.3.  

 HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 16:539 (June1990), amended LR 19:1442 

(November 1993), LR 20:797 (July 1994), LR 21:1267 (November 1995), LR 22:860 (September 1996), 

LR 24:1138 (June 1998), LR 24:1139 (June 1998), LR 24:1972 (October 1998), LR 26:793 (April 

2000), LR 26:1505 (July 2000), LR 26:2833 (December 2000), LR 31:3166 (December 2005), LR 



33:1156 (June 2007), repromulgated LR 33:1397 (July 2007), amended LR 34:2209 (October 2008), LR 

34:2682 (December 2008), LR 36:1791 (August 2010),  LR 38:1455 (June 2012), LR 38:___ (    ,2012). 

 Interested persons may submit comments relative to the proposed Rule to: Jason Adriance, 

Fisheries Division, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA  70898-9000, or 

via e-mail to:  jadriance@wlf.la.gov prior to Thursday, October 4, 2012. 

 The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all 

necessary steps on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and the 

final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing 

of the notice of intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and correspondence to other agencies 

of government. 

       Ann L. Taylor 

       Chairman 

mailto:hblanchet@wlf.la.gov

