2013 Fur Trapper Selection for Marsh Island Refuge
L.D.W.F. Coastal and Non-game Division
Qualifications and Scoring of Applicants

Nutria populations on Marsh Island Refuge have increased tremendously over the years and,
habitat is being negatively impacted. In order to reduce this habitat damage and loss, the
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) Coastal and Nongame Resources
Division is seeking trappers/hunters to participate in a special opportunity to harvest nutria
(and possibly other furbearer species) from the refuge. Participants will be required to enroll
in the Coastwide Nutria Control Program (CNCP). LDWF will not collect a percentage of
the funds generated as a result of nutria tail collections and/or other permitted furbearer
harvest. Overnight accommodations (primitive camping or houseboats) and staging of boats
(flats, surface drives, etc.) at the refuge will be permitted to improve hunter efficiency.
Please be aware that boat storage and overnight camping/mooring will be permitted on an as
available basis. Hunting/trapping activities will be permitted during the trapping season
(November 20 — March 31).

Qualifications:

e Applicants must have a minimum of three (3) years’ experience in trapping.

e Applicants must possess the necessary standard and specialized equipment required to
commute to and harvest furbearers on Marsh Island Refuge. The specialized
equipment includes but is not limited to the following: outboard boats and motors,
mud-boats, go-devils/surface drives, tunnel drives, traps, airboats, etc...). Airboats
will be permitted on a case-by-case basis.

e Applicants must be competent, honest, and of good character. One written reference
from a past landowner is required.

e Applicants must be able to follow specific instructions and be capable of completing
all necessary paperwork.

e Applicants must be in good health and be capable of conducting the strenuous
activities associated with trapping.

e Applicants will be subject to a background investigation for past convictions of
wildlife and fisheries rules and regulations. Any applicant possessing Class Il or
higher wildlife/fisheries law convictions may be disqualified.

e Applicants must conduct the required trapping in the assigned area him/herself. Up to
three assistants may be permitted to assist with harvest. Please be aware that all
assistants must be properly licensed and enrolled in the CNCP. All assistants are
subject to background checks and must be approved by LDWF staff.

o If selected, applicants must sign a specific fur trapping service agreement with
LDWF.

e Past and present LDWF employees are not eligible for participation.

e All scoring of applications and decisions by LDWF are final.



If you meet these qualifying criteria, each applicant must
complete the attached application which will be used by LDWF to
make the selection.

Scoring of applicants:

e Previous trapping experience in Louisiana (maximum score of 35 points based on
years of experience, quality of experience, and number of tails reported).

e Previous trapping experience on Louisiana’s coastal wildlife management areas
(WMAS) and refuges (maximum score of 25 points based on years of experience,
quality of experience, and number of tails turned in/reported).

e Ownership of essential equipment necessary to conduct trapping activities and
ownership of specialized equipment necessary to conduct trapping activities
(maximum score of 20 points).

e Overall assessment of applicant’s ability based on assessment of completed
application, contact with listed landowners and review of reference provided
(maximum score of 20 points).

Scoring of applicants will be done through group consensus by a three person panel; up to
100 points by each person, maximum of 300 points. The three person panel will be
composed of LDWEF staff. Applicants will be placed in five (5) point grade groups and then
selected via computerized lottery to fill the necessary number of positions.

Once a candidate is selected, he/she will be allowed to continue their
participation for 3 years, pending passing their annual review.

Cause for Termination:

e The Permittee does not have the proper equipment and fails to demonstrate he or she
can do an adequate job, based on normal take, marsh conditions, and workmanship.

e Conviction of any Class Il or higher wildlife and fisheries rule or regulation after
being selected. LDWEF reserves the right to temporarily suspend trapping privileges if
trappers have a pending violation.

e The Permittee fails to abide by the trapping service agreement or fails to cooperate
with LDWF personnel as required by the agreement.

e The Permittee fails to immediately remove traps and equipment as soon as the season
ends.

e Please be aware that LDWF has the right to revoke privileges due to change in
procedure or management goals for the refuge. Trapping on the refuge is a privilege
that can be rescinded at any time.



2013 TRAPPER APPLICATION
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Coastal and Non-game Resources Division
Marsh Island Refuge

NAME: PHONE: Home Cellular
STREET: CITY: STATE: ZIP
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: DATE OF BIRTH:
DRIVERS LICENSE: Email Address:

Please provide the following information on your previous furbearer trapping
experiences on coastal WMAs, refuges and private lands:

YEAR: 2012
Landowner (Name):
Phone: Home Work

Number of furbearers harvested

Please provide the same information on additional landowners on reverse side.
YEAR: 2011

Landowner (Name):
Phone: Home Work

Number of furbearers harvested
YEAR: 2010

Landowner (Name):
Phone: Home Work

Number of furbearers harvested

Please provide additional trapping experience on the attached

supplemental pages.
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You are required to provide one written reference documenting

your ability to harvest the furbearers you have harvested.
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Please provide the following information on the boats you own and plan to
use for harvesting furbearers.

Category I: Standard Equipment

Boat Registration Numbers: LA
Expiration Date: Length Width

Horsepower Type of Engine

Category 11: Specialized equipment (tunnel drive, go-devil, mud boat, etc.) for access to
interior ponds and bayous

Boat Registration Numbers: LA
Expiration Date: Length Width

Horsepower: Type of Engine
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Please answer the following questions.
1) Have you been issued a wildlife and fisheries citation during the last 5 years?

Yes No
2) If yes please provide the following information
DATE:

Type of violation:

3) Are you self-employed? (check one) YES _ NO
If not self-employed, provide the following information:

Employer:

Name Address

Immediate Supervisor: (G
Name Telephone
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I certify that the information | have provided in this application is true. | understand
that falsification of this information may cause my application to be rejected, my name
removed from the eligible register, and/or subject me to immediate dismissal from this
project.

Signature of Applicant Date

RETURN COMPLETED APPLICATION NO LATER THAN FEB. 15, 2013 TO:

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Marsh Island Refuge Fur Trapper Applications
2415 Darnall Road

New lberia, LA 70560

*Attn: Leslie Campbell

Questions? Please contact the following individuals:

Tyson Crouch or Cassidy Lejeune

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
New lIberia, LA

tcrouch@wilf.la.gov or clejeune@wlf.la.gov

Ph. 337-373-0032
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Additional Trapping Experience

Please provide the following information on your previous furbearer trapping
experiences on coastal WMAs, Refuges and private Lands:

YEAR:
Landowner (Name):
Phone: Home Work

Number of furbearers harvested

Please provide the same information on additional landowners on reverse side.
YEAR:

Landowner (Name):
Phone: Home Work
Number of furbearers harvested

YEAR:

Landowner (Name):
Phone: Home Work
Number of furbearers harvested

YEAR:

Landowner (Name):
Phone: Home Work
Number of furbearers harvested

YEAR:

Landowner (Name):
Phone: Home Work

Number of furbearers harvested
YEAR:

Landowner (Name):
Phone: Home Work

Number of furbearers harvested




