Enforcement Division

The Law Enforcement Division is responsible for enforcing laws enacted by the Louisiana
Legislature and federal laws relative to fish and wildlife resources, boating safety, waterways
enforcement activities, search and rescue, and homeland security missions.

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Law Enforcement Division (LDWF/LED) is
a fully-commissioned statewide law enforcement agency with the primary mission of protecting
Louisiana’s natural resources and serving the people who utilize them. Beyond the traditional
role of ensuring compliance with licensing and harvesting regulations, LDWF/LED also
conducts search and rescue missions, enforces boating safety laws, investigates boating and
hunting accidents, and provides boater education classes for thousands of citizens each year.

The Law Enforcement Division is responsible for enforcing laws as provided for in the:

» Constitution of the State of Louisiana;
* Louisiana Revised Statutes;
» U.S. Dept. of Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)/LDWF
Law Enforcement - Cooperative Enforcement Agreement - Law Enforcement Services under:
» Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act
» Endangered Species Act of 1973
» Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972
* Lacey Act
» U.S. Department of Interior, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/LDWF Law Enforcement -
Memorandum of Agreement - Law Enforcement:
* Migratory Bird Treaty Act
* Lacey Act; Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamp Act
* Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act
* Airborne Hunting Act
* National Wildlife Refuge System Administrative Act
» Endangered Species Act, Marine Mammal Protection Act
* Archeological Resources Protection Act
* African Elephant Conservation Act
* Antarctic Conservation Act
» Wild Bird Conservation Act and Recreation Act
» U.S. Coast Guard/LDWEF Law Enforcement - Statement of Understanding - Boating Safety
Regulations:
* BWI
* Public Education and Training
* Boating Accident Investigations
» Search and Rescue
* Regattas and Marine Parades
* Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals/LDWF Law Enforcement:
» Memorandum of Understanding — Louisiana Shellfish Sanitation Program




* National Shellfish Sanitation Program.

LDWF/LED conducted 342,001 patrol hours in fiscal year 2011-2012: 220,073 on land and
121,928 on water. Agents made 819,249 contacts with the public, the majority of who were in
compliance with state and federal wildlife and fisheries regulations. LDWF/LED agents issued
17,196 criminal citations and 6,154 warnings during this period. The most common types of
citations were fishing without a license, failure to comply with personal flotation device
requirements, not abiding by rules and regulations on wildlife management areas, and failure to
comply with deer tagging or harvest record regulations.

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE & PERSONNEL

LDWF/LED is organized in a paramilitary structure to assure the efficient use of resources,
consistent statewide enforcement policy, and an effective, coordinated response to urgent needs.
LDWF/LED is commanded by one colonel, the Chief of Enforcement, who reports directly to
LDWF’s Secretary. Reporting to the colonel is a lieutenant colonel, who is the Chief of Staff:
supervising search and rescue, maritime security and field operations and the operations of the
Aviation Section. There are four majors: one over the even-numbered enforcement regions of
the state; one over the odd-numbered regions; and a major over the Bureau of Operations
(training, search and rescue, maritime security and fleet operations, and a major over Special
Operations which includes boater safety education programs, Public Information, Undercover
Operations and Statewide Strike Force.

The Enforcement Division is divided into eight enforcement regions (Figure 1), each composed
of two or three multi-parish districts, with headquarters in Baton Rouge. Each region is managed
by a captain who supervises two or three district supervisors of the lieutenant rank. Regions have
between 16-25 agents, depending on regional size, resident population and participant
population. Current funding provides a field enforcement staff of two to four agents per parish,
according to the nature of wildlife-based activities in the area, the number of people
participating, the frequency of their participation and other factors.

Total division head count is 257 positions including 235 enforcement agents, 24 administrative
staff, six communications officers and two pilots. The actual number of filled positions (as of
July 2013) is 199.
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REGIONAL ENFORCEMENT PROGRAMS

Most of the law enforcement activity performed by LDWF/LED is conducted by regional agents.
Regional agents work a schedule assigned by their supervisors to address seasonal needs,
reported violations, weather conditions and predominant activities. Agents are on call 24 hours
per day and must be willing to change their work hours and locations as circumstances require.
Schedules are often changed due to weather and reported violations, and agents are often called
out to respond to violations in progress, boating and hunting accidents, and calls for search and
rescue.

Agents use a variety of vehicles during land patrols, primarily four-wheel drive trucks and all-
terrain vehicles. The primary patrol vessels used during water patrols are outboard bay boats and
19-to-40-foot marine patrol vessels. LDWF/ LED also deploys go-devils, airboats, surface river
mudboats, bass boats and flatboats.



SPECIALIZED UNITS

LDWF/LED contains four specialized units with selected missions or purposes: the Special
Operations Section; the Statewide Strike Force; the Maritime Special Response Team; and the
Aviation Section. Agents in specialized units have developed specific skills, expertise and
knowledge appropriate for their particular operational fields. Agents in specialized units operate
in relatively broad geographic areas and may work alongside regional enforcement agents when
appropriate.

The Special Operations Section houses covert operations in which undercover agents work to
stem the illegal sale of fish and wildlife, develop information about ongoing criminal enterprises,
and address major violations of state and federal law.

The Statewide Strike Force is assigned to work problem areas statewide. They devote attention
to commercial fisheries operations and license fraud. Violations include smuggling, interstate
commerce violations and false reporting, and under-reporting of commercial fish harvests. These
agents provide regions with additional manpower on WMAs and places of high seasonal
utilization, such as Grand Isle and other locations throughout the state. Strike Force agents also
assist regional agents with oyster harvest enforcement, which primarily addresses harvesting
oysters in closed waters, stealing from oyster leases and state grounds, and oyster size
regulations.

The Maritime Special Response Team cooperative endeavor by the LDWF Enforcement
Division and the Louisiana State Police SWAT team addresses maritime security threats within
the state of Louisiana. The team provides a maritime tactical response capability at the state level
in order to effectively provide public safety, officer safety, CBRNE prevention, and response and
tactical support for LDWF’s federal, state and local partners.

The Auviation Section contains two pilots and three airplanes. The Aviation Section’s aircraft
provide a valuable platform for detecting illegal hunting and fishing activities and frequently
play a vital life-saving role in search and rescue operations. The Aviation Section also
contributes its services to other divisions for biological missions, such as waterfowl counts and
the monitoring of commercial fisheries.

BOATING SAFETY PROGRAM

With 15,000 miles of tidal coastline, 5,000 miles of navigable waterways, three of the busiest
ports in the country, a thriving shipping industry, a large commercial fishing fleet, and over
320,000 registered boats, Louisiana contains many geographic, demographic and economic
features that pose special challenges for boating safety enforcement. LDWF/LED agents made
336,851 public contacts during the course of 116,296 patrol hours dedicated to boating
enforcement, education and accident investigation in fiscal year 2011-2012. Of those hours,
92,010 patrol hours were performed in vessels on the water.



The adoption of “Rules of the Road” regulations for boaters has enhanced the enforcement of
boating safety regulations and boating under the influence laws. These regulations provide the
boating public with clear rules for the manner in which boats are operated and are an important
tool in determining fault in boating accidents. The “Rules of the Road” also enhance the ability
of agents to address reckless and careless operation of motorboats. In fiscal year 2012-2013,
LDWF/LED agents issued54 citations for careless and reckless operation of a vessel and 72
citations for operating a vessel while intoxicated.

The statewide LDWF/LED boater education course teaches safe, legal and responsible boat
operation and is approved by the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators.
This program provides a vital outreach to the community and has greatly improved the
awareness of and compliance with boating safety practices and regulations in Louisiana. Agents
hold monthly classes in each region for anyone who wishes or is required by Louisiana law to
take them. In fiscal year 2012-2013, 8408 citizens were certified in classroom and online classes.
LDWF/LED continues to recruit and train additional volunteer instructors to complement and
enhance the efforts of its own agents.

SEARCH & RESCUE OPERATIONS

In fiscal year 2012-2013, agents provided 26,626 patrol hours of search and rescue services, both
on land and water. These operations have saved lives, reduced the suffering of accident victims,
stranded hunters, boaters and anyone else needing assistance, and minimized the anxiety for
family members eager to learn the fate of their loved ones. Agents regularly train to hone their
search and rescue skills and constantly work to develop close working relationships with other
agencies to coordinate response efforts.

AGENT TRAINING PROGRAM

In January 2012, LDWF/LED started a new annual in-service training program. The new
program extends in-service throughout the year and consists of 10 training sessions conducted
over a 10-month period. In addition to the required areas of training, this new program allows for
areas of specialized training to be added to the curriculum each year while ensuring the
continuance of training throughout unforeseen events and relieves the schedule burden of the
consecutive week program. This year’s in-service provides 43 hours of training in the following
areas: Intoxilyzer 5000 recertification; standardized field sobriety; CPR/first aid recertification;
defensive tactics; and boating crash incident investigation.

On Sept. 1, 2011 the LDWF/LED became the first agency in the country to receive accreditation
through the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA) in the Boat
Operations and Training Program (BOAT). This accreditation will facilitate LDWF/LED’s
transition to the program and, through coordination with NASBLA, provide the training for our
partners on the water in Louisiana. On Nov. 17, 2011 the Louisiana Peace Officers Standard and
Training (POST) Council accepted the NASBLA training curriculum making Louisiana the first



state to adopt the BOAT program for all its maritime law enforcement patrol officers. According
to NASBLA.org, the BOAT program establishes a national standard for the training and
qualification of maritime law enforcement and rescue personnel. Adoption and implementation
of the BOAT program provides a true national standard for the purpose of maritime
interoperability at the federal, state and local levels. Standardization ensures maritime agencies
can interact together and will bolster their ability to act as force multipliers nationwide.

Through the LDWF/LED NASBLA BOAT Program accreditation, all agents will receive
certificates of training in the NASBLA Level 1 Boat Accident Investigation Program and the
NASBLA Boat Operators Search and Rescue Course. The LDWF Enforcement Division’s
specialized training and equipment and its ability to operate throughout the state’s vast maze of
waterways and wild areas has complemented Louisiana’s ability to respond to emergencies on
the water.

JOINT ENFORCEMENT AGREEMENT

LDWF/LED again entered into a Joint Enforcement Agreement with NOAA’s Office for
Enforcement. LDWF/LED received approximately $1,172,456 in fiscal year 2012-2013 to patrol
for compliance with federal commercial and recreational fisheries regulations, primarily in the
Gulf of Mexico. Several patrol vessels and other necessary equipment has been acquired under
this program. Agents have been very successful identifying illegal and unregulated fishing
activity and obtaining a number of large cases involving commercial and recreational violations.

OPERATION GAME THIEF

Louisiana Operation Game Thief, Inc. is a program, which provides cash rewards to those
providing information leading to the apprehension of wildlife violators. Violations can be
reported anonymously by calling a 24-hour toll-free telephone number (1-800-442-2511) or use
LDWF’s tip411 program. To use the tip411 program, citizens can text LADWF and their tip to
847411 or download the “LADWEF Tips” iPhone app from the Apple App Store free of charge.
The hotline and the tip41ll program are monitored 24 hours a day by the LDWF
Communications Center. Reports are immediately referred to agents for action.

Rewards totaling $22,100 were paid on 53 cases. In those 53 cases, 79 suspects were
apprehended and issued a total of 431 citations. The total amount of rewards paid by Operation
Game Thief since its inception 27 years ago is $324,700.

HOMELAND SECURITY

LDWF/LED is an active participant in Louisiana’s Homeland Security Plan and represents the
state in waterborne emergencies. Through the Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and
Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP), LDWF/LED is the lead agency for search and rescue
operations during natural disasters and maritime security of Louisiana’s vital business and



government interests along the coast and major rivers. As members of the Governor’s Homeland
Security Advisory Council, the Area Maritime Security Executive Steering Committee, and all
major port security committees within the state, LDWF/LED agents frequently respond to
requests to deploy LDWF marine resources for security concerns.

LDWF/LED’s specialized training and equipment and its ability to operate throughout the state’s
vast maze of waterways and wild areas has complemented Louisiana’s ability to respond to
emergencies on land and water. LDWF/LED has developed a five-year maritime security
strategic plan in order to provide direction and guidance for the expansion of its mission to
include maritime security. This role further advances coordination efforts between the United
States Coast Guard, Louisiana State Police, federal, state, ports and local government, and
private partnerships increase the efficiency and effectiveness of maritime safety and security and
all hazards response for Louisiana and our nation. This expansion is necessary in order to meet
the needs and threats that we face within Louisiana’s maritime domain.

LDWF/LED created the Louisiana Maritime Security Working Group in order to provide better
communication and coordination between the multiple regional layers of security on the state’s
waterways, so that we can safely and effectively support these layers at the state level.
LDWF/LED is also a member of the First Responder Committee through GOHSEP which was
legislatively created. LDWF/LED’s maritime security role coincides as a multi-mission
responsibility and further enhances the agency’s core mission responsibilities: to improve public
safety services and protect natural resources and the supporting ecosystem while improving
security in the state and nation.

SHRIMPING SEASON

Shrimp seasons are flexible and are fixed by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
based upon biological and technical data relative to shrimp populations in Louisiana waters.
Generally, the spring inshore season will begin in early to mid-May and may extend into July.
The fall inshore season usually begins in early to mid-August and extends into December.

LDWF biologists assess the population status through a coast wide monitoring system of
extensive field sampling. Weekly trawl samples provide biological data such as size and species
caught, as well as the physical parameters, including salinity and temperature. Areas found to
have large amounts of small shrimp can be closed to commercial fishing, which allows the
juveniles a chance to grow to a harvestable size.

Louisiana has 3 major state inshore coastal zones (from the beach inland) and state off shore
zones (the beach to 3 miles). Leading up to the opening of a shrimp season, LDWF enforcement
agents will increase patrols in closed areas; violators harvesting before the first day of open
season receive citations for closed season shrimping, which carries a fine up to $950 or jail not
more than 120 days or both plus court cost and forfeiture of anything seized. Working with the



Statewide Strike Force division within enforcement, agents will mobilize to areas frequented by
violators and strive to keep a 24-hour presence in historically highly fished areas.

Night-time violations increase in anticipation of an opening shrimp season (LDWF enforcement
observation). Night patrols are conducted to prevent premature harvest in a closed area. The
enforcement division has bolstered their awareness on the water with such advancements as
FLIR (forward-looking infrared imaging) technology added to most patrolling vessels. These
imaging systems allow agents to stay concealed on night patrols while finding violators on the
water.

Another tactic utilized during closed season is the aid of aviation to guide agents on the water to
where boats are illegally shrimping. Typically, several patrol vessels will work from the Gulf
toward inshore bays with a plane marking points on GPS showing agents where boats are
shrimping illegally.

When caught shrimping illegally, the catch is seized. Agents then require three bids from dock-
side processors in order to sell the shrimp at the best market value. The monies acquired from the
sale of confiscated shrimp are put into an escrow account. If the violator is proven to be innocent
in court, or the judge sees fit for restitution, the fisherman will receive the money made from the
shrimp confiscated.

When seasons are open, the enforcement division conducts patrols checking vessels for correct
commercial licenses, appropriate gear and nets on vessel, no illegal bycatch and other violations
related to marketable shrimp size.

In federal waters, LDWF/LED works under the Joint Enforcement Agreement (JEA) to aid
NOAA'’s Office for Enforcement in patrolling in federal waters, including shrimping. Similar to
inshore checks, LDWF will board vessels in the Gulf of Mexico ensuring their federal permits
and that their storage hulls contain only legal catch.



Appendix A - Common violations found in the shrimping industry

M Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters)

M Butterflying in Closed Season

1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season

B Use Shrimp net closed waters (specify area and net)

m Take and possess shrimp in state waters closed
season

2002 2003
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Appendix B — Summary of Citations, 2002-2012

Parish ! Code Description ! Number Of Viol !
26 101.0 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 5
24 101.0 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 1
38 101.0 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 13
55 101.0 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 19
29 101.0 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 4
36 101.0 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 2
52 101.0 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 1
55 102.0 Trawling Inside Waters W/Oversized 6
38 105.1 Use Trawl Exceeding Size Requirements(offshore la waters) 1
38 105.1 Use Trawl Exceeding Size Requirements(offshore la waters) 9
23 105.1 Use Trawl Exceeding Size Requirements(offshore la waters) 4
12 106.0 Trawl in Restricted Areas 2
55 107.0 Butterflying in Closed Season 6
26 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 29
55 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 21
29 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 8
38 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 8
57 109.0 Take or Possess Undersize White Shrimp 2
12 110.0 Take Shrimp lllegal Gear 4
58 111.0 Use lllegal Trawl, Butterfly Nets, 1
44 111.0 Use lllegal Trawl, Butterfly Nets, 1
12 111.1 Use Shrimp net closed waters (specify area and net) 1
38 112.0 Use Oversize Butterfly Net or Skimmers 1
26 113.0 Use lllegal Butterfly Nets Extension 2
12 119.0 Violate Shrimp Excise Tax Regulations 1
26 119.0 Violate Shrimp Excise Tax Regulations 3
36 121.1 Recreational Fisherman use oversize trawl 1
55 122.0 Take and possess shrimp in state waters closed season 1
23 122.0 Take and possess shrimp in state waters closed season 11
44 124.0 Use Four Trawls in Two Trawl Area 7
55 125.0 Violate Shrimp Provisions Oyster Bayou 4
65 745.0 Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations
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55
57
12
26
44
29
36
38
55
51
12
38
38
12
12
55
26
26
51
44
55
29
38
57
29
55
26
12
26
44
38
59
12
26
29
52
23
44
55

101
101
101
101
101
101
101
101
102
102
102
103
103
105.1
105.1
105.1
107
107
107.1
107.1
107.1
107.1
107.1
107.1
109
110
110
111
111.1
112
112
112
112
117
119
121
121
122
124
125

Description
Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters)

Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters)
Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters)
Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters)
Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters)
Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters)
Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters)
Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters)
Trawling Inside Waters W/Oversized
Trawling Inside Waters W/Oversized
Trawling Inside Waters W/Oversized

Use Oversize Trawl, Trawl Board

Use Oversize Trawl, Trawl Board

Use Trawl Exceeding Size Requirements(offshore la waters)
Use Trawl Exceeding Size Requirements(offshore la waters)

Use Trawl Exceeding Size Requirements(offshore la waters)

Butterflying in Closed Season

Butterflying in Closed Season

Use Skimmers in Closed Season

Use Skimmers in Closed Season

Use Skimmers in Closed Season

Use Skimmers in Closed Season

Use Skimmers in Closed Season

Use Skimmers in Closed Season

Take or Possess Undersize White Shrimp

Take Shrimp lllegal Gear

Take Shrimp lllegal Gear

Use lllegal Trawl, Butterfly Nets,

Use Shrimp net closed waters (specify area and net)
Use Oversize Butterfly Net or Skimmers

Use Oversize Butterfly Net or Skimmers

Use Oversize Butterfly Net or Skimmers

Use Oversize Butterfly Net or Skimmers

Fail to Remove Vessel or Other Equip. (Cameron Par.)
Violate Shrimp Excise Tax Regulations

Possession of Over Limit Rec. Shrimp

Possession of Over Limit Rec. Shrimp

Take and possess shrimp in state waters closed season
Use Four Trawls in Two Trawl Area

Violate Shrimp Provisions Oyster Bayou

Number Of Viol !
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26
44
36
38
55
26
51
57
55
51
36
29
38
55
26
44
55
29
38
26
38
12
23
57
29
55
23
55
26
38
55
29
55
29
55
23
51
55
65
12
38

101
101
101
101
101
102
102
103
105.1
105.1
106
107
107
107
107.1
107.1
107.1
107.1
107.1
108
109
109
109
109
110
110
111
111.1
112
112
113
113
114
114
122
122
122
124
745
745
745

Description
Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters)

Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters)
Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters)
Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters)
Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters)
Trawling Inside Waters W/Oversized
Trawling Inside Waters W/Oversized

Use Oversize Trawl, Trawl Board

Use Trawl Exceeding Size Requirements(offshore la waters)

Use Trawl Exceeding Size Requirements(offshore la waters)

Trawl in Restricted Areas

Butterflying in Closed Season

Butterflying in Closed Season

Butterflying in Closed Season

Use Skimmers in Closed Season

Use Skimmers in Closed Season

Use Skimmers in Closed Season

Use Skimmers in Closed Season

Use Skimmers in Closed Season

Fail to Comply W/Special Bait Dealers Permit

Take or Possess Undersize White Shrimp

Take or Possess Undersize White Shrimp

Take or Possess Undersize White Shrimp

Take or Possess Undersize White Shrimp

Take Shrimp lllegal Gear

Take Shrimp lllegal Gear

Use lllegal Trawl, Butterfly Nets,

Use Shrimp net closed waters (specify area and net)
Use Oversize Butterfly Net or Skimmers

Use Oversize Butterfly Net or Skimmers

Use lllegal Butterfly Nets Extension

Use lllegal Butterfly Nets Extension

Leave shrimp net unattended without tag

Leave shrimp net unattended without tag

Take and possess shrimp in state waters closed season
Take and possess shrimp in state waters closed season
Take and possess shrimp in state waters closed season
Use Four Trawls in Two Trawl Area

Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations

Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations

Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations
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Parish ! Code

Description

! Number Of Viol !

52 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 3
26 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 3
44 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 2
23 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 3
38 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 6
55 107 Butterflying in Closed Season 2
38 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 13
44 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 1
55 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 3
26 108 Fail to Comply W/Special Bait Dealers Permit 2
29 110 Take Shrimp lllegal Gear 2
57 111 Use lllegal Trawl, Butterfly Nets, 2
55 111.1 Use Shrimp net closed waters (specify area and net) 2
44 112 Use Oversize Butterfly Net or Skimmers 1
55 112 Use Oversize Butterfly Net or Skimmers 3
29 112 Use Oversize Butterfly Net or Skimmers 1
36 112 Use Oversize Butterfly Net or Skimmers 1
55 114 Leave shrimp net unattended without tag 2
29 114 Leave shrimp net unattended without tag 2
26 119 Violate Shrimp Excise Tax Regulations 2
23 122 Take and possess shrimp in state waters closed season 3
57 122 Take and possess shrimp in state waters closed season 5
55 125 Violate Shrimp Provisions Oyster Bayou 3
65 745 Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations 1
65 745 Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations 1




Parish E Code ! Description ! Number Of Viol !

29 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 2
10 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 2
26 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 2
44 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 4
23 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 1
55 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 1
57 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 1
51 102 Trawling Inside Waters W/Oversized 3
23 105.1 Use Trawl Exceeding Size Requirements(offshore la waters) 3
51 105.1 Use Trawl Exceeding Size Requirements(offshore la waters) 4
5 107 Butterflying in Closed Season 1
26 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 5
29 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 1
36 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 1
38 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 11
12 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 2
44 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 2
55 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 6
55 110 Take Shrimp lllegal Gear 3
44 110 Take Shrimp lllegal Gear 3
55) 111 Use lllegal Trawl, Butterfly Nets, 2
55 111.1 Use Shrimp net closed waters (specify area and net) 6
55) 114 Leave shrimp net unattended without tag 6
55 114 Leave shrimp net unattended without tag 13
55 121 Possession of Over Limit Rec. Shrimp 13
55 122 Take and possess shrimp in state waters closed season 2
51 122 Take and possess shrimp in state waters closed season 4
23 122 Take and possess shrimp in state waters closed season 7
57 122 Take and possess shrimp in state waters closed season 1
55 125 Violate Shrimp Provisions Oyster Bayou 9
29 745 Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations 1
65 745 Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations 6



! Description g Number Of Vio !

44 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 4
53 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 3
23 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 11
38 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 3
55 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 8
12 102 Trawling Inside Waters W/Oversized 2
51 102 Trawling Inside Waters W/Oversized 2
55 103 Use Oversize Trawl, Trawl Board 6
12 107 Butterflying in Closed Season 5
26 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 16
57 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 2
29 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 2
38 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 5
10 109 Take or Possess Undersize White Shrimp 2
23 110 Take Shrimp lllegal Gear 1
55 110 Take Shrimp lllegal Gear 3
55 111 Use lllegal Trawl, Butterfly Nets, 1
29 111 Use lllegal Trawl, Butterfly Nets, 4
38 112 Use Oversize Butterfly Net or Skimmers 1
51 112 Use Oversize Butterfly Net or Skimmers 1
12 116 Fail to Tag Nets (Cameron Parish) 1
12 117 Fail to Remove Vessel or Other Equip. (Cameron Par.) 1
12 117 Fail to Remove Vessel or Other Equip. (Cameron Par.) 1
36 120 Take Shrimp lllegal Methods 5
55 125 Violate Shrimp Provisions Oyster Bayou 3
65 745 Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations 3



101
101
101
101
101
105.1
107
107.1
107.1
107.1
110
110
111
111
111.1
111.1
112
114
120
120
121
121.1
122
745

Description
Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters)

Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters)

Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters)

Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters)

Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters)

Use Trawl Exceeding Size Requirements(offshore la waters
Butterflying in Closed Season

Use Skimmers in Closed Season

Use Skimmers in Closed Season

Use Skimmers in Closed Season

Take Shrimp lllegal Gear

Take Shrimp lllegal Gear

Use lllegal Trawl, Butterfly Nets,

Use lllegal Trawl, Butterfly Nets,

Use Shrimp net closed waters (specify area and net)
Use Shrimp net closed waters (specify area and net)
Use Oversize Butterfly Net or Skimmers

Leave shrimp net unattended without tag

Take Shrimp lllegal Methods
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Take Shrimp lllegal Methods
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Possession of Over Limit Rec. Shrimp

[EY

Recreational Fisherman use oversize trawl

S

Take and possess shrimp in state waters closed season

S

Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations



Parish ! Code Description ! Number Of Viol !

55 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 7
29 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 4
55 102 Trawling Inside Waters W/Oversized 6
55 107 Butterflying in Closed Season 2
26 107 Butterflying in Closed Season 1
26 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 11
29 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 2
38 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 12
55 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 50
55 110 Take Shrimp lllegal Gear 3
29 110 Take Shrimp lllegal Gear 1
55 111 Use lllegal Trawl, Butterfly Nets, 3
52 111.1 Use Shrimp net closed waters (specify area and net) 2
55 111.1 Use Shrimp net closed waters (specify area and net) 1
26 112 Use Oversize Butterfly Net or Skimmers 2
55 113 Use lllegal Butterfly Nets Extension 2
12 114 Leave shrimp net unattended without tag 1
55 114 Leave shrimp net unattended without tag 7
12 116 Fail to Tag Nets (Cameron Parish) 1
36 120 Take Shrimp lllegal Methods 2
12 121 Possession of Over Limit Rec. Shrimp 1
55 122 Take and possess shrimp in state waters closed season 2
51 122 Take and possess shrimp in state waters closed season 2
55 124 Use Four Trawls in Two Trawl Area 6
65 745 Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations 3




44
29
23
55
55
26
98
55
44
55
55
26
29
44
29
55

26
55
23
585
29
12
65

101
101
101
101
102
103
103
103
107.1
107.1
111
111
111
111.1
114
119
119
119
121
126
745
745
745
745

Description
Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters)

Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters)
Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters)
Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters)
Trawling Inside Waters W/Oversized

Use Oversize Trawl, Trawl Board

Use Oversize Trawl, Trawl Board

Use Oversize Trawl, Trawl Board

Use Skimmers in Closed Season

Use Skimmers in Closed Season

Use lllegal Trawl, Butterfly Nets,

Use lllegal Trawl, Butterfly Nets,

Use lllegal Trawl, Butterfly Nets,

Use Shrimp net closed waters (specify area and net)
Leave shrimp net unattended without tag
Violate Shrimp Excise Tax Regulations
Violate Shrimp Excise Tax Regulations
Violate Shrimp Excise Tax Regulations
Possession of Over Limit Rec. Shrimp
Take Shrimp at Night Prohibited Area
Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations

Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations

Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations

Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations
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Parish E Code Description E Number Of Viol !

29 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 1
44 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 2
55 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 4
98 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 1
29 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 1
38 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 16
44 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 1
55 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 20
57 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 3
29 110 Take Shrimp lllegal Gear 2
29 111 Use lllegal Trawl, Butterfly Nets, 5
38 111 Use lllegal Trawl, Butterfly Nets, 2
55 111 Use lllegal Trawl, Butterfly Nets, 3
55 111.1 Use Shrimp net closed waters (specify area and net) 1
29 112 Use Oversize Butterfly Net or Skimmers 2
55 112 Use Oversize Butterfly Net or Skimmers 1
55 121 Possession of Over Limit Rec. Shrimp 8
55 122 Take and possess shrimp in state waters closed season 6
51 126 Take Shrimp at Night Prohibited Area 3
5 745 Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations 1
38 745 Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations 1
55 745 Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations 1
59 745 Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations 1
65 745 Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations 1
98 745 Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations 2




Parish E Code

Description

E Number Of Viol E

12 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 5
55 101 Trawling in Closed Season (Inside Waters) 4
38 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 16
51 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 2
52 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 2
55 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 19
98 107.1 Use Skimmers in Closed Season 3
12 110 Take Shrimp lllegal Gear 3
38 110 Take Shrimp lllegal Gear 1
55 110 Take Shrimp lllegal Gear 6
26 111 Use lllegal Trawl, Butterfly Nets, 4
29 111 Use lllegal Trawl, Butterfly Nets, 3
38 111 Use lllegal Trawl, Butterfly Nets, 2
55 111 Use lllegal Trawl, Butterfly Nets, 11
98 111 Use lllegal Trawl, Butterfly Nets, 3
38 112 Use Oversize Butterfly Net or Skimmers 6
55 112 Use Oversize Butterfly Net or Skimmers 8
12 115 Trawl At Night (Cameron Parish) 3
51 122 Take and possess shrimp in state waters closed season 1
55 122 Take and possess shrimp in state waters closed season 2
51 126 Take Shrimp at Night Prohibited Area 2
55 127 Violate stationary shrimp net regs 3
23 745 Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations 1
55 745 Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations 1
65 745 Violate Federal Shrimp Regulations 5




Appendix C — LDWF regulations



Lowisiana
Commercial Fishing Regulations

2013







LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF
WILDLIFE & FISHERIES
P.O. Box 98000
2000 Quail Drive
Baton Eonge, LA 70898
225-T65-2800

Bobby Jindal, Governor

Robhert J. Barham, Secretary
Lois Azzarello, Undersecrefary
Jimmy Anthony. Assistant Secretary
Fandy Pausina, Assistant Secratary
Mark Schexnayder, Dep. Assisfant Secretary

DIVISION ADMINISTRATORS
Kenneth Ribbeck, Wildlife
Robert Love, Coasial & Nongame Resources
Col. Winton Vidrine, Enforcement
Scott Longman, Fisheries

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
COMMISSION
Ann L. Taylor, Chairwoman
Fonald Graham Fice Chairman
Iichael C. Voisin
Billy Broussard
Stephen Sagrera
Pat Manuel
Will Drost

Cover Photo: Lounisiana Seafood
Promotion and Marketing Board

For updated information and the latest
regulations, visit us online at
www.wif loutsiana gov.

REPORT FISHING

VIOLATIONS

1-800-442-2511
24 hours a day - 7 days a week

4 Commercial Fishing Licenses

Commercial Licemse Fees. oo 4
About Commercial Licenses

Saltwater Charter Fishing Guide Licenses. ... 8
Wholesale/Retail Seafood Dealers and Eetail Seafood Dealer
Licenses, Restaurants and Fresh Products License ..o 9

12 Definitions

16 General Regulations and Information

Restrictions & Methods of Taking Freshwater & Saltwater Fish...16
Saltwater-Freshwatel LITE .o e 13
How to Measture & FIsh. ..o e e e 19

21 Freshwater Commercial Fishing
26 Saltwater Commercial Fishing

32 Other Commercial Activities

Commereial Crabbing... .32
Commereial Shomping. . 33
Commereial Owstering.. ..o 30
Eeptiles and Amplubians. . 38

40 WMA and Refuge Regulations

42 Boating Information

Voluntary Gulf of Mexico Commumications Protocol................ 42

DISCLAIMER

This publication is not an official copy of the laws in effect and should not be ntilized
or relied wpon as swch. It does represant an attemnpt by the publisher to present as a
public service, a partial swmmary of some of the laws in effect at the dme of the printing
of this publication Substantive changes to the lsw may very well ocoar following the
printng of this publicaton. For these reasons, the acouracy of the information contained
within this publication cannot be guaranteed and the reader is cautboned that it is his
responsibility to apprise himszelf of the laws in effect at any ziven time These laws
inchade those contained within the Louisiana Bevised Statutes, particularly Title 54§, the
official regulations of the Lowisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commizcion, federal laws, and
any local or parish ordinances. State laws can be viewed on the legislative website: wwmw.
legiz. srare Ja us/

Fizhing regulation: on state Wildlife Manazement Areas and Eefuges may differ
from these contained im thiz pamphlet. Consolt the Wildlife Manazement Area
Eegulations porfion of this pamphlet or contact the nearest Department office for
WALA regmnlations.

This public document was published at a total cost of $77777. 300,000 copies of this public docu-
ment were published in the first printing at a costof § . Thiz document was published by the

eparment of Wildlifs and Fisheries, 2000 Cuail Drive, Baton Fouge, LA to inform
Louisiana residents and non-residents as to the males and regulations gowerning the fishing resoumces
of the State of Louisiana. This material was printed in accordance with the standards for prinfing by
state agenciss established pursuant te 5. 23:3]1. Prmfine of this material was purchassd m accer-
dance with the provistons of Title 43 of the Louisiara Fevised Stanmes.

Regulations af the U5, Deparament af the Interior and U_S. Deparmemnt aof Commerce strictly prohibit unlavwful dizcrimination in depart-
mental federally assisted programs en the basis of race, color, natienal origin, age, or handicap. Any perzon whe believes he or she has
been discriminated against in any pregram, activity, or facility operated by a recipient of federal azsistance should write te: Director,
Office for Equal Opportumity, US. Department of the Interior, Washington D.C. 20240




MAJOR CHANGES FOR THE 2013 COMMERCIAL FISHING
REGULATIONS

1. Inland Fisheries:

* Changes i yo-yo and trothne regulattons on Black Lake, Clear Lake and Pramne Lake (Watchitoches Pansh), Caddo Lake
(Caddo Pansh), Chicot Lake (Evangeline Panch), Lake D'Arbonne (Umon Pansh), Lake Lafourche (Caldwrell Pansh) and Lake
Samnt Joseph (Tensas Panish).

+  Implementation of a limited fall'wmter gill net fishery for rough fizh removal on False Faver in Point Coupee Pansh.

I, Marine Finfish:

* Lmve mullet mav now be taken commercially with a cast net for bait purposes. Cast nets must be indnidually heensed and shall
not exceed 12 feet in radius. Live mullet for bart pwposes may be taken dwrmg any season from Monday through Frnday
between sunn=e and sunset. See page 7.

» Licensed charter boat fishing suides and the main motorized vessel of a Mothership operation must have m thew name proof
of liabilify mswrance, that 15 currently 1n force, from a company with at least an A- or betier rating in the latest publicaion of
A M. Best's Key Rating Guide, 1= of a commercial nature and not associated with a3 promary residence, and the coverage shall
be no less than $300,000 per occwrence. Proof of Insurance must be available for mspection when on the water. See page &

+ Licensed charter boat fishing gmdes must obtain a free Recreational Offshore Landing Permit to possess tunas, hallfish. sword-
fish, amberjacks, groupers and snappers (except gray snapper). Charter captans are responsible for reporoing all harvest of
vellowfin tuna from thewr charter fishing tnps. Permuts can be obfained free of charge by registening at www.wif la_goviralp.
More details are available on this website.

LDWF MISSION STATEMENT

To manage, conserve, and promote wise ufilization of Lowsiana's renewable fich and waldlife resources and thew supporting habitats
through replem:=hment, protection, enhancement, research, development, and education for the social and economuc benefit of cuwrent
and firfure generations; to provide opportunities for knowledze of and use and enjoyment of these resources; and to promote 2 safe and
bealthy envronment for the users of the resources

LDWF FISHERIES CONTACT INFORMATION

FRESHWATER OFFICES SALTWATER OFFICES

Minden 318-371-5214 LaCombe F85-662-0027
Monroe 315-343-4044 New Orleans | J04-204-4042
Alexandria J18-487-5881 Grand lsle S04-284-2037
Lake Charles | 337-4%1-2577 Bowrg F85-094-413%
Opelousas 3372480255 New lberia J37-373-0032
Baton Rouge | 2253-763-2336 Lake Charles | 337-4%1-257%
LaCombe 285-662-0228
New Iberia 337-373-0032
Many J37-266-5940

LDWF ENFORCEMENT OFFICES

Have a specific question that you don t see answered here?
Call an Enforcement Office fo speak with someone divectly.

Alexandria 3186-487-5634 Mew lberia 337-373-0032
Eaton Rouge 225-763-25%7 Mew Orleans 304-284-2023
Lake Charles 337-4%1-2380 Opelovsas  337-945-0257
Minden 318-371-304% Thibodawx  785-447-0821
Monroe J18-343-2417




CERTIFIED

S AUTHENTIC &
@« LOUISIANA §

WILD SEAFU‘DD

The purpose of the Louisiana Wild Seafood Cerification Program (LWSCP) is to develop a brand that guarantees labeled
wild-caught seafood products are from Louisiana. This program shall establish rules and guidelines throughout the sea-
food supply chain that will ensure seafood products possessing the program label are from Louisiana.

By creating an origin based brand, the State of Louisiana through its various agencies, has the ability to ensure consumers
that the LWSCP labeled seafood products were caught by a Louisiana licensed fisherman, landed in Louigiana, and pro-
cessed by a Louisiana processor. This cerification program will be labeled “Cenified Authentic Louisiana Wild Seafood.”

This seafood cerification program strives to increase consumer confidence, help commercial fishermen and processors to
receive a premium price for their product, and ensure Louisiana’s seafood industry is able to compete and endure in the
constantly changing global market place.

Cur primary mission with this orgin based certification program is to build a unified brand that will attract not only consum-
ers but also food service and seafood distribution buyers who want to be sure they are sourcing the best tasting seafood
in the world — Louisiana seafood.

More information on training along with application forms may be found at Cerfified. LouisianaSeafood.com.

Cerfified Authentic Lovisiana Wild Seafood Product Eligibility Reguirements:

1. Al seafood must be landed in Louisiana to be eligible for the cerification label. Product must be available upon re-
quest for ingpection and sampling to ensure certification standards are being followed.

2. Seafood must be harvested from wild stock from the Guif of Mexico or Louisiana waters and cannot be comingled with
seafood that was not harvested from wild stock from the Gulf of Mexico or other Gulf State waters.

3. Licensed commercial fishemmen must harvest the seafood.

4. Seafood must be landed in Louigiana and either transferred to a Wholesale/ Retail Seafood Dealer, Louisiana li-
censed facility or retained by the commercial fishermen for sale as a Louisiana licensad Fresh Product licensee.

3. Seafood must be processed and packaged in Louisiana by a WholesalefRetail Seafood Dealer licensed Louisiana
packer/processor.

Certified Authentic Louisiana Wild Seafood Participant Eligibility Requirements
for Fishermen:

1. Must have a current Louisiana Commercial fishing license.
2. Must adhere to all current state and federal commercial regulations.

Certified Authentic Louisiana Wild Seafood Participant Eligibility Requirements
for
Wholesale/Retail Seafood Dealers:

1. Must apply for and receive authonzation to paricipate in the Louisiana Wild Cerification program and use the associ-
ated label.

2. Must be licensed as a Louisiana Resident Wholesale/Retail Seafood Dealer and have a facility in Louisiana.

3. Must comply with state and federal reporting requirements and be up to date on trip ticket reporting.

4. Must not use the Certified Authentic Louisiana Wild Seafood Cerification label on seafood purchased from other
states or countries.

3. Must comply with state and federal regulations

a. Must have the legally required permits and licenses

6. Must be trained in program rules, regulations and quality control techniques (certification course completion required;
45-60 minute video).

Program rules and guidelines

Best handling practices

Best business practices
Chata and fadaoral ramoilatinno

ipom




COMMERCIAL FISHING LICENSES

COMMERCIAL LICENSE FEES
Al commercial licenses expire on December 31 each year, unless ofherwise nofed.

Resident Non-Resident
Commercial Fisherman's Licenss 355 Hal
Apprentice 52750 3230
Wessel License (required south of saltwater line) 313 360
Mussel Harvester Permit (captain onlyv) 3100 31,000
Oryster Harvester Permit {captain ondv) 3100 400
Oryster Tong (peT tong) 330 3240
Oryster Dredee (per dredge) 323 3200
Public Oyster Seed Ground Vessel Penmit 315 360
Calcasien Lake Oyster Harvester Permnit Mo Fes No Fee
Shrimp Trawl (peT rawl) 325 3100
Butterfly Net (per net) 323 3100
Skimmer Net (per net) 325 3100
Shrimp Gear Fee (one-time anmmally) 310 340
Senior Commercial License (residents 70 vears and older - see page 6 for additional requirements) 320 NIA
Hoop Net (any legal number) 525 3100
Freshwater Fish Seine (any legal number) 525 3100
Freshwater Tramme] MNet (any legal mumber) 525 3100
Freshwater Gill Net (any lezal number) 325 3100
Freshwater Shrimp Net License 525 NiA
Diip Net 525 3100
Crab Trap (any legal number) 523 3100
Crab Trap Gear Fee 510 340
Crab Drop Net $235 3100
Slat Trap (any legal number) 25 3100
Minnow Trap (any legal number) 525 3100
Eel Pot (any legal number) 25 3100
Cans, Buckets, Pipes, Droms (any legal mumber) 525 3100
Cast Net 525 3100
Set Lines (trot, bush, etc. - any legal mumber) 525 3100
Flounder Gig (per gig) 525 3100
Spear Gun (per spear gun) £25 3100
Miullet Permit (caprain only) 3100 00
Mullet Swike Met (per net) 3250 51,000
Freshwater Shad Seine 525 3100
Shad Gill Net 523 3100
Pompano Permit {captain only) MNoFee No Fee
Pompano Sirike Net (per net) 3250 51,000
Saltwater Rod and Reel (any legal number) $250 51,000
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Resident Non-Resident

Shark Permit NoFee No Fee
Spoted Seatrout Permmit 3100 3400
Traversing Permit Mo Fes N Fee
Purse/Menhaden Seine (per seine) 3505 32,020
Crawiish Traps (any lezal number) 525 S100
Ont-of-State Oyster Landing Permit 5100 3100
Special Bait Dealer Permit 5110 NfA
Wire Net (any legal number) 25 5100
Bow and Arrow Gear §235 5100
Garfish Gig (per gig) 325 3100
Orifshore Landing Permit NoFes No Fee
Charter Boat Fishing Guide (up to & passenge1s) 3250 31,000
Charter Boat Fishing Guide (more than 6 passengers) 3500 52,000
Mothership License (carmving up to 6 skiffs) 51,000 51,000
Mothership License (carrving more than & skiffs) 52,000 32,000
Charter Skiff License (per skiff - 2 persons per skiff limir) 550 530
DEALER LICENSE FEES
Resident Non- 2 A
Resident | Resident | Non-Resident
Seafood Wholesale/Retail Dealer - Business 5230 31,105 31,000 54420
Seafood Wholesale/Retail Dealer - Vehicle 3250 31,105 $1,000 54420
Seafood Retail Dealer - Business 3105 5403 3420 51620
Seafood Retail Dealer - Vehicle 5105 5403 5420 51,620
Seafood Transport - Wholesale/Retail Dealer 530 330 $120 $120
Seafood Transport - Retail Dealer 530 330 $120 3120
Resident Non-Resident

Wholesale Out-of-State Crab Shipping 3100 3100
Retail Out-of-State Crab Shipping 3100 3100
Seafood Transport - Commercial Fisherman 530 $30
Fresh Products (Commercial Fisherman License required) 320 F120
Fresh Products - Spouse 55 N/A
Domesticated Aquatic Organism License (fish farming) 315 400
Triploid Grass Carp Sales Permit 3250 3250
Triploid Grass Carp Possession and Transport Permit 350 350
Repiile and Amphibian Cellector {under 16} 310 N/A
Reptile and Amphibian Collector (16 vears of age and clder) 325 5200
Repiile and Amphibian Wholesale/Retailer Diealer 3105 5405
Reptile and Amphibian Transport 330 5120
Non-Fesident Reptile and Amphibian Wholesale/Retail Dealer (3-day) NA 375
Alligator Parts Dealer (expires June 30) 350 350
Alligator Parts Retailer (expires June 300 55 5
Mussel Buver's Permnit 3150 5600
Oyster Carzo Vesssl Permit $250 51,105

www.wif louisiana.gov 5



ABOUT COMMERCIAL LICENSES

Persons taking fish, whether recredtionally or commercially, and persons
involved in the fish industry, including wholesale/retail dealers and transporters,
and vessels involved in the fizh industry must be licenzed.

A COMMERCIAL FISHERMAN'S LICENSE IS NON-TRANSFERABLE.

REQUIREMENTS TO ENGAGE IN COMMERCIAL FISHING

Persons and vessals engaged mn commercial fishing activities
for which a license 15 required shall show an enginal, vahd
License upon demand to duly authonzed agents of the Lows-
ana Department of Wildhife and Fizshenes (LDWE).

The person m charge of the operation of each vessel engaged
m commercizl fishimg activibies must bave, o bis posseszion,
and m his name, 2 vahd, onginzl Commersial Fisherman's Li-
cense.

Thiz person mmst alzo have m has possession 3 gear license
indicating that the applicable gear fee has been paid, and if
fishing south of the saltwater line (588 page 15), 2 valid ong-
nal vessel hicense.

If harvestng oysters, mullst with a shnke net, mussels, spot-
ted seatrout, shark, or pompane, a commercial fisherman
must also bave in his possession and m his name the apph-
cable license or perouit.

Vesszals harvesting ovsters on the public ovster seed grounds
or reservations, except those in Caleasieu Lake or Sabine
Lake, must have a vahd Ovster Seed Ground Vessel Permmt,
iszued m the name of the vessel owner. The person in charge
of operanon of each veszel engaged in the commercial takmg
of oysters from Caleasien Lake (Cameron Pansh) must held
a valhd Caleasien Lake Ovwster Harvester Permut.

ABOUT THE COMMERCIAL FISHERMAN'S LICENSE

A commercial fisherman taking fish, incloding bait species,
from state waters or possessing fish in the state must pur-
chaze and possess a commercial fisherman's hicensze.

All persons on board a vessel with commersial rod and reel
1n use st possess a valid commercial fisherman's hcense.
A licensed commercial fisherman may onky sell to a whole-
sale/retail dealer. Any commereial fisherman may transport
his catch to licensed Lowsiana wholesalefretail dealers
located within the state. A commercial fisherman whe alse
holds a vahid Fresh Products License may sell lns own catch
to a consumer located within the state.

It 1z unlawful for the owner of a licenszed commercial fishing
vessel to permit any person not holding a valid, eriginal
commercial fisherman's license to operate such licensed
vessel while the vessel 15 engaged m commercial fishing or
while in possession of fish for zale in the waters of the state.
Viclation subjects the vessel owner to revocation of license,
seizure of the vessel, and all catch and equpment aboard.
Helpers or persons assishng or engaged mn operahons while
aboard commercal fishing vessels need not have a Com-
mercial Fisherman's License in their name as long as there 15
a licensed commercial fisherman on board.

SENIOR COMMERCIAL FISHERMAN AND GEAR LICENSE

Thiz heense 15 for resident commercial fishermen who are 70 years of age or older.

It includes gear licenzas.
Thiz hicense 15 non-fransferable.
Permits are not meluded.

The crab trap gear fee 15 requred if the semor commercial fisherman will use crab traps. The shrimp gear fee 15 requred 1f usmg

shrimp trawls, skimmers, or butterfly nets.

FRESH PRODUCTS LICENSE

A commercial fisherman with a valid license must also possess a Fresh Products Licensa if selling fish to a consumer withon the state.
A commercial fisherman may purchase a Fresh Products-Spouse License that will allow the commercial fisherman to continue to

fish while the spouse salls the catch.

Persons with a Fresh Products License may only sell to the consumer, and are required to mamtam “mp ticket” records and file

monthly reports as required in the “Reporting” section on page 11.
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COMMERCIAL GEAR LICENSE

GEAR LICENSES ARE NON-TRANSFERABLE WHEN QUALIFICATIONS EXIST.

Only a lheensed commercial fishemman can purchase a
Commercial Gear License, except for 2 menhaden purse
seme. A commercial fisherman must possess a vabd and
ongmal Commercial Gear License whenever using or pos-
sessmng such gear on the fishing grounds.

A Gear License 15 required for each prece of gear or each
type of gear n use or mn possession, whichever 15 apphicable.
(Gear licenses are temporanly transferable to a person hold-

COMMERCIAL VESSEL LICENSE

ing a valid Commercial Fisherman's License and of the same
residency status (gear beenses 1ssued to a resident fisherman
cannot be transferred to a non-resident). Viclation of this rule
subjects the commercial gear licensee to revocation of the
commercial gear hcense and seizure of gear

Mo Commercial Gear License shall be 1ssued to any non-
resident whose domucihiary state prolubits the use of similar
commercial fishing gear.

A wessel must be licensed whenever engaged m commercial fishing or whenever possessing fish for sale in the saltwater areas of

the state.

WVessel hicenses are 1ssued in the name of the owner (persen having legal ownership of the vessel; inclodes association, corporation,
parinmershup, or other legal entitv) of the vessel and shall list the owner's name and address, the vessel name and registration or
documentation number, and any other informathon required by LDWE.

ABOUT COMMERCIAL LICENSE/PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS

License'permit applicants must complete and sign an apph-

cation form, available by contacting the LDWT Commercial

License Section at 225-T65-2888.

EResident applicants must provide proof of residency as stated

on page 12 (Definition £3).

MNon residents must provide proof of residency from their

domeciliary state, such as drrver’s license, voter's registration,

vehiele registration and state ncome tax. (Pages 14, Definition

#18).

You mav renew vour license by mternet at www. [o wildlifeli-

cense.com. Mo changes are allowed via mternet purchases.

Applicants applying for a license 1n a business name mmust

provide documentation showing proof of vahid federal tax ID

# assigned to busmess name and proof of authorized sigma-

tare, or an oceupatonal heense will be required.

Te apply by mal:

* Payment for license fees mmst be m the form of money
order or cashier's check pavable to the “Louisiana
Department of Wildhfe and Fisheries ™

« Appheations applied for by mail may take up to two weeks
for processing.

Te apply m person:

* License/permits may be applied for mn person at the fol-
lowmng location:

LDWTF Headguarters
2000 Cail Dinve
Baton Fouge, LA TO808

+ Office hours are £:15 am. to 4:15 pm. Monday through
Friday.

« NOTE: An ongmal vahd heense/permit must be m pos-
sesslon m order to engage m the hicensed/permatied activ-
ity. Under no circumstance 15 a copy of a heensa/permit or
application and'or proof of payment thereof acceptable in
hen of the onzinal hicense/permit.

www.wif louisiana.gov



SALTWATER CHARTER FISHING GUIDE LICENSES

New applicants must apply in perzon in the Baton Rouge Office only.

Fesident and non-resident gmdes operatng charter fishing
vessels i saltwater areas of the state must possess a Charter
Boat Fishimg Gude License.

To qualify for purchase of a Charter Boat Fishing Gunde
Licenze, the captamn of a charter vessel must present the fol-
lowing tems:

+ A vahd captzin's license 155ued by the U.S. Coast Guard.
+ A vahd dnver's hcense, and

+ A Lomsiana Recreational Fishing License.

The Gwids License 13 valid for one vear beginning Jan. 1

of each calendar year and exprmg on Dec. 31 of the same
calendar vear.

MOTHERSHIP LICENSE

A zaltwater ;unde may not possess a Spotted Seatrout Per-
mit.

Charter Boat Fishing Guides must have, in their name, proof
of liabality insurance that 15 currently in force and wriften

by a company with at least an A- rafing in the latest primting
of A M. Best's Kev Ratng Guide, is of 2 commercial nature
and not assonated with a promary residence, and the cover-
age shall not be less than $300,000 per cccuwrence. Proof of
lizbility msurance must be in possession, whale on the water,
and available for mspechon by duly authonzed agents of the
department.

A Mothershup License shall be required for a charter fishing
operation which does not have a charter boat fishing guude
present and consists of a large vessel cammyving small skaiffs
that w1ll be used by no more than two people for fishing
paIposes.

The main motorized vessel shall carry a Mothership License
and the captain mmst have a vabd Captain's License 1zsued by
the U.5. Coast Guard on his person.

In addinon, each skiff 15 required to hawve a Charfer Skiff
License, which identifies the charter vessel to which it 15
attached.

A licensed skaiff shall only be used for fishing purposes whale
the charter vessel wnth which it 15 1dentified 15 located n
Louisiana terntonal waters.

The Mothership License and the Charter Skiff License are
vahd for one year, begimnmg on Jan. 1 of sach calendar vear
and expinng on Dec. 31 of the same calendar year.

As stipulated by Title 56, Section 302.1.C (1) Licensing
requirements for mmdividuals fishing uwnder the direchon of a
mothership operation or a charter guide requires that all rec-
reztional anglers fishing south of the "saltwater line" for
saltwater species have in their possession a Lonisiana saltwa-
ter angler’s heense IN ADDITION TO a basic Lowsiana
fizshing license EXCEPT those persons otherwize exempted.
All regulations apply regardless of where the fish 15 taken.

The mam meotonzed vessel mmst carry proof of habihify
insurance that 15 cwrently m force and wntten by a company
with at least an A- rafing m the latest prining of A M. Best's
Eey Fating Guide, is of 2 commercial nature and not associ-
ated with a primary residence, and the coverage shall not be
lezs than $300,000 per cccwrence. Proof of hability meur-
ance must be in possession, while on the water, and available
for mspection by duly authorized agents of the department.

OFFSHORE LANDING PERMIT

Charter captams are required to obtam this permut (free of charge) to possess tunas, mllfish, swordfish, amberjacks, groupers and snap-
pers (except for grev snapper). Charter captains are responsible for reporting harvest of vellowfin tuna from their charter fishing frips.
Anvone wishing to obtain 2 penmit must register at www.wifla. govirolp. More details on this program are also available on thas site.
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WHOLESALE/RETAIL SEAFOOD DEALERS AND RETAIL SEAFOOD
DEALER LICENSES, RESTAURANTS AND FRESH PRODUCTS LICENSE

"Fish” (in quotation marks) in this section means all finfish, shellfish and crustaceans.

LICENSE REQUIREMENTS

WHOLESALE/RETAIL SEAFOOD DEALERS” “fish" into Lowisiana they must be legally licensed in
+  Definition Lowisiana.

* Anv mdividual person, firm, association, corporation, part-
nership or any legal entify recopmzed by law that buys or
handles by any means whatzoever any species of “fish"/
seafood whether fresh, frozen, processed, or unprocessed
m Lowmsiana for sale or resale, including bait species,
whether on 2 commission basis or otherwise.

* Wholesale/retail seafood dealers include, but are not lim-
ited to, any person who makes sales of seafood on a whole-
sale basis, mecluding any dock, distibutor, broker, “fish"
factory, platform, processing plant, or anyvone shipping
"fizh" out of or mto the state for resale.

Permitted Activities

* A wholesaleretall seafood dealer 15 the only hcensee who
can legally purchase "fish” from a commercial fisherman
and resall such "fish ~

Additional Information

* Whelesale'retail seafood dealers are required to abide by
regulations of any actvity in whach they engage.

* Wholesale/reta1] seafood dealers are not required to obtamn
a2 BEeptile and Amphibian Dealer's License. They are how-
ever, required fo abide by regulations of those particular
activities.

» If 3 WholesaleFetail Dealer's License 15 in the name of an
mdividual, the hicense 15 only vahd for that indrdual.

Selling Ouizide Louisiana

» Any wholesale/retanl seafood dealer who exports or
attempts fo export outside the state of Lomsiana any crabs,
softshell crabs, boiled crabs, contamenzed crabmeat, or
confainenzed pastewized crabmeat shall be requoed fo
purchase a Wholesale Out-of-State Crab Shipping License
m addihion to hes WholesaleRetail Dealer's License. The
Whalesale Out-of-State Crab Shipping License shall be
1ssued in the same manner az a3 WholszaleFetail Seafood
Dealer's License and shall be 1ssued only to a person who
15 a licensed wholesale/retail seafood dealer.

RETAIL SEAFOOD DEALERS®

Definition

» Any mdividual person, firm, asseciation, corporation, part-
nership, or any legal enhty recogmzed by law that only
buys, acquires or handles by any means whatscever any
species of "fizh"seafood whether fresh, frozen, processed.,
or unprocessed in Lowisiana for sale.

Purchaszing Seafood Product

* Retail seafood dealers shall only purchase "fish"/seafood
from a licensed Lowsiana wholesalafretail seafood dealer

+ When purchasing "fish"/seafoed from cut-of-state sellers
and bringing the "fish” into Lowisiana, "fish"/seafood shall
only be purchased from those persons legally heensed fo
sell "fish" in that state. When out of state sellers bring

*  About Sale of Seafood by Dealers

+ Retail seafood dealers may only sell “fish"/seafood direct-
Iy to the consumer for personal or household use. Fetail
seafood dealers are not authonzed to make wholesals
trapsactions (sales intended to be resold).

+ Restaurants or grocers that sell raw “fish" such as ovsters
or sushi are required to obfain a Fetal Seafood Dealer's
Licen=ze if purchasing such "fish" from a heensed whole-
sale'retall seafood dealer.

+ If a Betail Seafood Dealsr's Licenze 15 m the name of an
mdividual, the license 15 only valid for that individual.

+ Retail seafood dealers are not authonzed to purchass "fish"
from a commercial fisherman,

+  Selling Outside of Louniziana

+ Any retall seafood dealer who exports or affempts to
export outside of the state of Lonisiana any crabs, softshell
crabs, boiled crabs, containenzed crabmeat, or container-
1zed pasteunzed crabmeat shall be requred to purchasze a
Eetall Out-of-State Crab Shipping License in addition to
hiz Retail Dealar's License.

+ The Retal Cnt-of-State Crab Shipping License shall be
1ssued 1n the same manner as the Retail Seafood Dealer's
License and shall be 15sued only to a person who 15 a
Licensed retail seafood dealsr

*Wholesale/retail seqfood dealers and retail seqfood dealers may
purchase a license for a four-year period ar four times the cost af
the ammual license fee.

RESTAURAMNTS AND RETAIL GROCERS
+ Detals

+ Restaurants and retzil grocers who only purchasze "fizh"/
seafood whether frezh, frozen, processed, or unprocessed
from a licensed Lomsiana wholesale/retail seafood dealer
and only sell such "fish™ fully prepared by cocking for
mmimediate consumphion by the consumer are exempt from
these heense requirements.

* Reguirement:

+ Eestawrants and retail grocers who pick up "fish™/seafood
directly from wholezaleretail seafood dealers themselves
and transport such "fish"/seafood are required to purchase
a Retail Seafood Dealer's License and apphicable transport
hcense(s).

+ Persons exempt from license requirements are required to
maintain records as provided below in the section detaihing
record keeping requirements.

www.wif louisiana.goy



PURCHASES/SALES

WHOLESALE/RETAIL SEAFDOD DEALERS

Diealers shall only purchase fromm a vahdly licensed commer-
c1al fisherman or another licensed wholesala/retail zeafood
dealer.

When purchasing species of "fish" 'seafood from commercial

fisherman for which a permit 15 requred, they may only pur-

chaze “fish"/seafood from those commercial fisherman whe
possess the required pernut.

* Permifs mmchude but are not limoted to: mullet, reef fish,
shark, spotted seatvout, funa, ete., (permuis nclude both
state and federal).

Dut-of-State Purchases/'Sales

* When purchasing "fish™/seafood from out-of-state sellers
and bringing the "fish"/seafood into Lomisiana, "fish"/zea-
food shall only be purchased from thosze persoms legally
hicensed to sell "fish”/zeafood in that state

* When out-of-state sellers brng “fish"/seafood mto
Lowsiana they mmst be legally licensed in Louisiana.

* Persons out-of-state purchasing "fish"/seafood in Low=iana
for resale regardless of the fvpe of transportation used
must poszess a Louwisiana Wholesale Retall Seafood
Diealer's License.

¢ (ut-of-state buvers purchasing "fish"/seafood for resale
from a Lowisiana hcensed wholesala'retail seafood dealer
are not requured to be licensed when recerving the ship-
ment by that licensed whelesalefretail seafood dealer

Purchasze of Federally Regulated Species

» Wheolesale'retail seafood dealers may be required to obtamn
certam federzl permmts when purchasing federally regulat-
ed species from commersial fisherman.

* For information regarding federal permmis contact the
HOAA Fishenes Service, Southeast Eegronal Office -
Constituency Service Branch
+ 263 13th Avenue South, Samt Petersburg, FL. 33701
» BTT-376-4877 or hnpVsero nmfE noaa. gov/operations_

management_information_services constituency_ser-
vices_branch/permits/pevmit_appsz'index.himl

COMMERCIAL FISHERMEM

Commercial fishermen who sell their caich to anvone other
than a Lowmisiana hicensed wholesaleretail seafood dealer or
transport their catch out-of-state are requmred to purchasze and
possess 32 Wholesale'Retail Seafood Dealer's License and are
requmred fo comply with all regulations goverming wholesale/
retail seafood dealers.

A vahdly hicensed commercial fisherman may sell s catch
to a consumer within the state 1f he 15 also the holder of a
vald Fresh Products License.

EXEMFTIONS

Persons who produce and harvest catfizh or crawfish i pri-
vate ponds shall not be required fo pessess any heense m
order to sell thewr crawfish or catfish, nor shall they be
requred to possess a license to transport their own crawfish
or catfish from the private pond to first point of sale.

Any person may purchase crawfizh or catfish from persons
who harvest crawfish or catfish m private ponds.

A szeafood WholesaleRetarl Dealer's License 15 requured fo
purchase catfish or crawfish to be resold.
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HON-LICENSED RESTAURAMTS AND RETAIL GROCERS

About the sales’purchases as a non-licensed restaurant or

retail grocer:

» MNon-licensed restawrants and retail grocers shall only pur-
chaze "fish"/seafood from licensed Lowsiana wholesale/
refall seafood dealers (see Exempiions).

» If a restaurant or retall grocer puwrchases "fish™/seafood
from out of state they shall possess a WholesaleFetal
Seafood Dealer’s License or a Retall Seafood Dealer's
Licensea.

» Restaurants or retail grocers who pick up "fish"/seafood
directly from wholesale'retal seafood dealers themselves
and transport such “fish"/seafood are required to purchase
a Retail Seafood Dealer’s License and appheable fransport
hicense.

RECORD KEEFING REQUIREMEMNTS OF WHOLESALE/
RETAIL SEAFOOD DEALERS, RETAIL SEAFOOD DEALERS,
FRESH FRODUCTS LICEMSEES, RESTAURANTS AND RETAIL
GROCERS

Record: must be kept and mammtained in Enghlizh and
shall include the following:

The quanfity and species of "fish"/seafood (fresh, fromen,
processed or unprocessed) acquired must be kept and main-
tained,

The date the "fish"/seafood was acqured, and the full name
and heense number of the commercial fisherman, wholesale’
retall dealer or the out-of-state seller from whom the "fish"/
seafood was acqguired, and

The quanhbty and species of "fish™/zeafood sold, and the
name and license number of the person to whom the "fish"f
seafood was sold.

When sold to the consumer, the records shall mndicate the
quantity, species and date, and shall state the "fish"/seafood
was sold to the consumer.

Fecords shall be maintaimed for three years, and shall be
available and open fo inspection by LDWTE.

Purchases made from fishermen for which a2 permt 1s
required, shall docwment the commercial fisherman's permot
oumber on the records.

When creel limats apply to commercial species, records shall
also mndicate the mumber by head count of such species.
Wholesale/retail seafood dealers purchasing from commer-
clal fishermen and fresh products Licensess are required to
document such fransactions on LDWT -issued tmp tickets.



REPORTING

MOMNTHLY RETURENS TO LD'WF

Any wholezale/retail seafood dealer buymg "fish" or seafood
from anvone other than a licenzed wholesala'retall seafood
dezlar or fresh products licenses must complets tnp tickets
documenting each transaction.

On or before the 10th of each month, the dealer shall subouat
all the previous month’s np tickets and a submiszion sheet.
Computenzed tnp tickets are available te wholesale'retal
dealers.

For more information on monthly dealer reports or comput-
erized trip fickets contact LDWF at 225-763-2371.

All "fish"/seafood purchased by a wholesale/retail seafood
dealer from persons other than licensed wholesale'retail sea-
food dealers, which are not reported as requured are deemed
to have been illegally possessed or purchased by the purchas-
ing wholesale/retail seafood dealer.

D YSTER SEVERANCE TAX

Wholesaleretall seafood dealers purchasmg oysters from
persons harvesting oysters in Lowsiana are responsible for
and shall pay an Oryster Severance Tax on or before the 10ih
day of the followmg month

Contact LDWF at 225-765-26355.

SHRIMF EXCISE TAX

About the Tax

+ La B 5 56:506 enacted in the 2002 Regular Session of the
Lowmsiana Legislature requires an excize tax on all saltwa-
ter shrimp taken from state waters and on all shrimp
mnported mio the state.

How the Tax iz Assessed

* Domestic Shrimp
* The fax 15 assessed at the rate of 15 cents per bamrel of

210 pounds or 210 pounds equivalence.

» If the heads have been removed the shrump will be com-
puted at 125 pounds per barrel or its equvalence.

» Imported Shrimp
* Imporied peeled shnmp will be computed at 75 pounds

per barrel. Pavment of the excise tax is by the first whole-
sale’retail dealer to whom the shnmp 15 first delivered.

* Omnimported shrimp brought to cold storage, the tax 15 to
be paid by the dealer stonng, brokenng, or distnbuting
the shrimp.

Paving Shrimp Excize Tax

+ Shnmp excize taxes shall be payable to LDWF on or
before the 10th day of the menth following the date of sale

+ Upeon failure to pay excise taxes when due, a penalty of 10
percent per month, not exceeding 30 percent in the aggre-
gate, calculated upon the excize tax due, shall be levied
and collected by LDWT in addition to the tax due.

+ If there 15 a delinguency m the filing of reports and in the
pavment of taxes due as required above, demand for pay-
ment shall be made by LDWTF as soon thereafter as possible,
couplad with the wanmg that the license of the delmaquent
shall be revoked unless report 15 submitted and faxes pand.

+ After demand for payvment and warming, LDWTF may seize
any shrimp or parts of products thereof 1n the possession
of a person hable for taxes and penalties due and sell them
for pavment of the tax and penalhes.

+ Any surphis from the proceeds of sale, after deducting all
costs and charges, taxes, and penalfies dus, shall be paid to
the owner of the shnmp or parts or products thereof seized.

* Af any tme after demand for payment and warning the
heenses of any person who fails to make monthly reports
and to pay excise taxes due shall be revoked by LDWT and
shall remam untl all reports are made and all taxes due are
paid with accrued penaltes.

« Any person who refuses or fails to pay the excise taxes due
or to make monthly reports as aforesaid, and whose heense
has been revoked, 15 bereby prolubited from buyimg and
selling or otherwise engaging in the disposiion of shnmp
or parts or products thereof and other seafood under the
urisdiction of LDWE.

SHIFFING REGUIREMENTS

All webycles used for the commercial transportation of "fsh"'
seafood must be marked wath the name and address of the
COmMpany.

Shipments containing "fish" shall be plamly marked; records,
tags or certificates to show the names of the consignor and
the consignee, with an Mennzed statement of the number of
pounds of "fish™ or seafood and the names of each kind or
species confained therein, must accompany all shipments of
"fish"fseafioed.

All operators and dnvers of any form of commercial trams-
port who are m the act of loading, unloading, or transporting
"fish”seafood shall have in thew possession cne of the fol-
lownng hicenses:

» Commercial Fisherman's License

* This 15 only applicable for a commercial fisherman
transporting his own cateh to a wholesale/retall seafood
dealer.

* Transport License

* Seafood Transport Licenses can only be purchased by
and in the name of a person holding a vahd Lowsiana
Commercial Fisherman's License, Seafood Wholesale!
Retanl Dealer's License, or Seafood Retal Dealer's
Licensa.

* May be used if purchased in comnnechon with a
WholezaleRetail Seafood Dealer's License authonzes to
delrver "fish"/seafood to and for a wholesale dealer

* May be used if purchased mn connection with 2 Ketal
Seafood Dealer’s License only vahd to pick up "fish"/
seafood from a hicensed wholesale/retail seafood dealer
and transport product to the place of business of the
retanl seafood dealer.

* May be used if purchased in comnnecton with a
Commercial Fizherman's License, only valid to trams-
port that commercial fisherman's cateh to a wholesale’
retarl seafood dealer to be sold for that commercial fish-
erman. Dealers are responsible for all activities that take
place under authonty of a ransport license 15sued 1n the
name of that dealex

* Whelezale/Retail Seafood Dealers Vehicle Licensze

* This 15 applicable for all actrifies of wholesaleTetanl
seafood dealers.

Vehicles commercially shipping seafood out of state mmst
have a WholesaleBetanl Seafood Dealer's License or a
Transport License purchased in connection with a Wholesale/
Eetail Seafood Dealer's License.

www. wif lousEiana.gov 1



[ ]

i

10.

11.

13.
14.

15,

16.

17.

18.

19,
20,
Il

(]
[ &)

Angle: to fish with rod, fishing pole, or book and hne, with or without a reel.

Bait Seine: a net measunng no more than 30 feet m length with a mesh size not exceeding 1/4-inch mesh bar, 1/2-mch mesh

stretched, and operated solely by foot without any mechameal device, pulley or mechamcal assistance whatsoever.

Bait Species: all species of fish and other aguatic hfe whlized for bait.

Bandit Gear: vertical hook-and-lme gear with rods attached to a vessel and with hine retrisved by manual, slectric or hydrauke

resls. Bandit gear 1= not allowed for the takmg of fizh in saltwater state waters.

Bona Fide Resident: any person who has resided in Lowmisiana contmuously durnng the 12 months mmmediately pnor to the date

on which he applies for any hcense and who has manifested his intent to remam in this state by establishing Lowisiana as his legal

domucile, as demonstrated by compliance with all of the following, as applicable:

+ If registered to vote m Lowmsiana.

+ If licensed to drve a motor velucle, he is in possession of a valid Lowisiana dnvers hicensa.

« If owmng a motor vehuele located within Lomsiana, he 15 in possession of a valid Lowsiana registration for that veluele.

* If earmung an mmecome, he has filed 2 Lomsiana state income tax retum and has complied with state imcome tax laws and regula-
fons.

* As to a corporation or other legal enfify, a resident shall be any which 15 Incorporated or otherwise crgamzed under, and subject
to, the laws of Lowimiana, and 15 domiciled in Lowisiana and has a permanent physical locahon of business in Lowsiana where
records are held

* Any person, corporation, or other legal entity which possesses a resident heense from any other state or country shall not qualify
for a resident license in Lowsiana.

Butterfly Net: a fixed, ffame-mounted net, used to fish near surface waters, which 15 suspended from the side or sides of a boat,

pilings, floats, rafits, or shore mstallation. Butterfly nets are only allowed to be used 1o state waters when and where the shrmp

583500 15 open.

Can: a metal container of not more than 35-gallon capacity which is set for the puwrpose of taking fish.

Cast Net: a hght coreular net of vegetable or synthetic matenals and weighted arcund ifs permmeter that 15 thrown by hand over the

water.

Charter Boat Fizhing Guide: any person who operates a vessel for hire and derives income from the bringing of recreational fizh-

ermen upon waters in saltwater areas within the state for the pwpose of taking fish.

Circle Hook: a fishing hook designed and manufactured so that the point 15 twmned perpendicularly back to the shank to form a

generally circular or oval shape.

Commercial Fizh: all designated freshwater commercial fish and designated saltwater commercial fish found m the waters of the

state.

Commercial Fisherman: any person who denves income from harvesting fish. "Income” as used herein shall not inchude a pnze

or award offered as a prize in a fishing townament. {(See also "MNon-resident Commercial Fisherman™)

Common Carrier: any agency or person fransporfing passengers or property of any descriphion for hare.

Common Float: an all-white plashic, one-gallon or larger bleach bottla.

Crab Dropnet: any device constmcted with vegetable, synthetic, or metal fibers and without flues or throat, attached to a wire

frame that forms a net basket and 1s used for the puwrpose of taking crabs. This device shall be operated solely by hand and fished in

a stationary, passive MaEnner.

Crab Trap: a cube-shaped device, constructed of wire, no larger than 30 inches on any side, and with either a bart box or matenials

providing cover or shelter for peeler crabs. The enfrance funnels must extend no further than 7 inches into the m=side of the frap, with

the openings to the entrance funnels on the vertical wall of the trap such that the honzontal diameter of each opemng 1= at least one
and one-half times the vertical diameter of the opening.

Crawfish Net: any device constructed with vegetable or synthetic matenal without flues or throats attached to a wire frame that

forms a net basket and 15 used for taking crawfish.

Crawfizh Trap: any device constructed of coated wire with the opening of the throats or flues not exceeding 2 mnches and which 15

uszed for the sole purpose of taking crawfish. Crawfish traps are typically of the pillow style or cone styvle with mummum mesh size

no smaller than 3/4 meh by 11/16 meh.

Crawfizh Farmer: a person who farms or cultvates crawfish commercially m private ponds.

Crawfizh Harvester: a person whe harvests wild crawfish commercially without participaiing in the growmg of the crawfish.

De-hooking Device: a device intended fo remove a hook embedded m a fish to release the fish wath mmimum damage. At least one

device 15 required gear to fish or possess Gulf reef fish m the Gulf EEZ.

Diip Net: a net, usually a deep mesh bag of vegetable or synthetic matenals, on a fixed frame not to exceed 3 feet in diameter at-

tached to a handle and worked exclusively by hand without any mechanical assistance and by no more than one mdividual.

12 2013 Commercial Fishing REegulations



30,

3.
3L

33

4.

35,

36,

37

38,

39,

40,
41.

. Eel Pot: any device not o exceed 48 mches in length and with an oufside mesh size not smaller than 1/2 mch, constructed with

throats or flues not larger than 3 inches in diameter at their namowest point and not larger than § inches in diameter af thew widast
point, and which 1= used solely for the purposze of taking eel. No lead or wing shall be connected to or used in conjunchion with any
el pot. Any fish other than eel taken o this pear mmst be mmediztely retumed unharmed to the water
Federal Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ): zone which falls within a line conterminous with the seaward boundary of each of
the coastal states and a line drawn in such 3 manner that each point on it 15 200 nawtical miles from the baszeline from which the
territorial sea 15 measured.
Finfish (noun): any of mumerous cold-blooded agquatic vertebrates that charactenistically swim with fins, breathe with gills, and are
covered with skin or scales.
Fish (woun): all finfish, shellfish, and crustaceans, and all other species of aguatic hife.
Fizh Dealer - Retail: persons, excluding restawrants, purchasing fish or seafood whether whole, dressed, or fresh frozen for sale
within the state to the consumer only.
Fizh Dealer - Wholesale: persons purchasing fresh or frozen fish for resale to dealsrs or to ship out of state.
Fishing Gear: any vessel and any equpment, whether or not attached fo a vessel, whach 15 used in the commercial handhng or
harvesting of bving marine resources.
Fork Length: distance from tip of snout to midline of caudal fin. Used to measure some fish with deeply forked tails, such as am-
berjack.
Frezshwater Recreational Fizh: anv species of freshwrater fish taken for recreational purposes.
Freshwater Commercial Fish: any species of freshwater fish tzken by a commercial fisherman. Freshwater commercial fish do
not inclode any species of game fish
Fyke INet: any cone-shaped net of vegetable or synthetic fibers having throats or flues that are stretched over a series of nngs or
hoops to support the webbing, with vertical panels of net wings set obliquely on one or both sides of the mouth of the cone-shaped
neat.
Game Fish: all of the following species of freshwater and saltwater fish:
* Frazhwater game fizh:

+ Largemouth bass (Micropterus salmoidas)

+ Spotted bass [(Micropterus punctulatus)

+ Shadow bass (dmbloplites ariommus)

+ Black or white crappie (Pemoxiz nigromaculatus, P annulariz)

* White bass (Morome chryzeps)

» Yellow bass (Morone miszizsippiensis)

» Siriped bazs (Morone saxarilis)

+ Hybnd striped bass (stmped bass-white bass cross or striped bass-vellow bass cross)

* Amny species of bream (Lepomis 5pp.)
* Salrwarer game fish:

» Any sailfish (IfiopharusEtiophorus platpterus)

* Blue marhn (Makaira indica)

* Black marhn (Makaira nigricans)

+ Staped marlin (Terrapnorus audax)

» Hatchet marhn {Tetraprurus spp.)

» White marlin (Terrapnorus albidus)

* Red drum (Scigemops ocellatus)
Gill Net: any net of one or more lavers not customanly used for shrimp or menhaden fishang, with a mesh of such size and design
as to be used pnmanly to catch or entangle fish by the gills or other bony projections. Mo gill net shall exceed 1200 feet.
Hook: anv curved or bent device attached to a line for the pwpeose of taking fish or alligator and consisting of not more than one
eve and one shank with no more than three barbs.
Hoop Net: a cone-shaped net of vegetable or synthetic matenials having throats or flues and wihich are stretched over a senes of
rings or koops to support the webbing.
Lead or Wing Net: a panel of netting of any mesh size or length, wath or without weights and floats, attached to one or both sides
of the mouth of a cone-shaped net having flues or throats, and set o as to deflect or gmde fish toward the mouth of the net.
Length {of zeines, trawls, or other netting): the full measure of the extended net as m wse or in possession on the fishing grounds,
when measured along the cork hne between the points where the webbing 1= attached to the rope at either end, and does not meluds
the additional rope used for pulling the net or attaching it to the arm-poles or trawl boards.
Licensee: any resident or non-resident lawful holder of an effective license duly 1ssued under the authonty of LDWE.
Longhne Gear: a hne which 15 over 440 yards long to which gangions and hooks are attached that 15 deploved honzontally and
which may be retnieved by an electiic or hydraulic hauler. Longline gear shall not mean a trothne as defined in B.5_ 56:8(140). Long
line gear 15 not allowed for the taking of fish mn saltwater state waters.
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43,
44,

45,

46,
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48.

49,

. Lower Jaw Fork Length (LJFL): longest distance from tip of lower jaw to nudhine of caudal fin. Used to measure billfish such

as marhn and swordfish.

Menhaden Seine: a purse seine used to take menhaden and herning-hke specias.

Mezh Size: the full measure of the mesh as found m wse when measured as follows:

A. Bar measure 1s the length of the full bar stretched from the near side of one koot to the far side of the other after being famred,
treated, or otherwize processed.

EB. Stretched measurs 1= the full-stretched distance from the near side of one knot to the far side of the opposite knot diagonally
across the mesh. This measurement shall not be applicable to weaved or woven nets commeonly used for menhaden fishing. In
woven nets, strefched measure 15 the full-stretched distance of the opening of the mesh; bar measure 15 one half of stretched
mezasure.

Minnow Trap: any device with throats or flues not to exceed 1 mch in width which i1s used for the sole pupose of taking minnows

for bat.

Monofilament: a single untwisted synthefic filament.

MMullet Strike Net: a gill net that 15 not more than 1 200-feet long and with a mesh size of 1-3/4 inches square to 3-1/2 inches

stretched mesh (minmmum) that is not anchored or secured to the water bottom or shore and which is actively worked while bemmg

used A mullet sinke net shall not be an unattended net as defined m B.5. 56:8 (141)

Non-resident Commercial Fisherman: means any person who 1s not a bona fide resident as that term 15 defined by BL5. 56:8 (16)

(a). (See "Bona Fide Resident™)

Non-resident Commercial Fishing Boat: anv boat or vessel registered m anv state other than Lowsiana, or which has not con-

tmually been registered in thas state for a penod of more than 12 months, or which is not owned by any person who 1= a bona fide

resident, and which 15 used for the puwrpose of taking or assisting in taking or catcling fish from the waters of this state for pay or
for the pwpose of sale, barter, or exchange.

. Pompano Sirike Net: a zull net that 15 not more than 2 400-feet long and with a mesh size of 2-1/2-inches square not less than

5 mnches stretched that 15 not anchored or secured fo the water bottom or shore and which 15 actively worked while being nsed A
pompano strike net shall not be an unattended net as defined m BL5. 56 8(141).

£]. Possess: iniis different tenses, the act of having in possession or control, keeping, defaimng, restraining, or holding as owner, or as

55,
&6,

£7.
£8.

6.

6l.

agent, bailee, or custodian for another When possession of fish or other wildhifs 1= prohibited, reference i= made squally to such fish
or other wildlife coming from without the state as to those taken within the state.

. Processing: any method of preparing fish or fish products for market including drving to a point of debydration, cannmg, salfing,

packing or packaging of alligators or parts, breading, freezing, and cocking for immediate consumphon, but not simple packing of
fresh fish m a sack, bag, package, crate, box, lug, or vat.

. Purse Seine: any net or device commonly known as a purse seme and'or nng net that can be pursed or closed by means of a draw-

stning or other device that can be drawn to close the bottom of the net or the top of the net or both. Such nets are constructed of mesh
of such size and design as not to be used primanly to entangle fish by the gills or other bony projection.

. Recreational Purpoze: a purpose other than derring or attempting fo denve an income of any kind from the harvest of fish. “In-

come” as used heremn shall not include a prize or award offered as a pnze in a fishing towmament.

Eeptile: and Amphibians: native turtles, snakes, hrzards, frogs, toads, and salamanders.

Saltwater Commercial Fish: any species of saltwater fish taken for commereial pmposes. Saltwater commercial fish do neot m-
clude any species of game fish

Saltwater Recreational Fish: any species of saltwater fish taken for recreational purposes.

Saltwater Fizh: all species of finfish which normally inhabit the saline waters of the marine and estuanne environment for most of
thewr Life cyele.

. Seine: any nef used to enclose or entrap fish esther mm a bag or where its ends are pulled together on a vessel or a shore and con-

structed with a mesh of such size and desizn as not to be used primanly to entangle fish by the gills or other bony projections (see
"Purse Seine™). Mo seine i use shall exceed 1200 foat. Seines are not allowed for the taking of fish in saltwater state waters.

Shad Gill Net: a net having a mesh size no less than 2 inches stretch and no more than 4 inches stretched. May not exceed 1,200
feet 1n length and must have attached to each end a one-gallon jug painted mmtermational orange and with the words "Shad Gill Met"
in black letterng, and mwst have waterproof tags with the name and heense nomber of the fisherman m accordance with B 5.
56:3204F). A shad gill net shall not be an nnattended net as defimed in B_5. 568 (141)

Shad Seine: seme with a mesh size not less than 1-inch bar and 2 inches streiched and not more than 2-mch bar and 4 mnches
stretched. A shad seine may not be constructed of monofilament. The net may not exceed 1200 feet in length and must have at-
tached to each end a one—gallon jug painfed intermafional orange and with the words "Shad Seine™ mn black lettening and must have
waterproof tazs with the name and license number of the fisherman in accordance with B.5. 56:320(F). The shad seine shall not be
left unattended. Shad seme 15 not allowed for the taking of fish in saltwater state waters.

. Shellfizh: an aquatic, mvertebrate species having a shell These species include, but are not limited to, ovsters, clams, crawfish,

shrnimp, crabs, and other mollusks and crustaceans.
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63, Skimmer Net: a net attached on two sides fo a tnangular frame and suspended from or attached to the sides of a boat, with one
corner attached to the side of the boat and one corner resting on the water bottom. 4 ski and one end of the lead lme are attached to
the corner of the frame that rests on the water bottom and the other end of the lead line is attached to 2 weight, which is suspended
from the bow of the boat. Skimmer nets are only allowed to be used m state waters when and where the shrimp season 15 open.

64, Slat Trap: any device, used solely for the capture of catfish, which 15 cyhndrical, rectangular or square 1n cross section configura-
tion, constructed of slats forming the length of the trap, with at least one pawr of slats spaced at least 1 inch apart from each other
on at least three sides of the trap and which 1= no more than & fest in length, 2 feet in diameter or width and which has one or more
cone-shaped throats, flues, or enfrances.

65, Slot Limit: protective size limits denoting that fish withm the range, inclusive of stated measurements, must be retwmed to the water
mmediately.

66, Strike Net: any zill net, trammme] net, or seine not anchored or secured to the water bottom or shore, and which 15 actively worked
while being used.

67. Stupefying Substances or Devices: the use of explosives or chemmcals or comparable destructve fishing practices as a capture
techmique.

68, Take: in 1ts different tenses, the attempt or act of hooking, pursuing, nettng, capturing, snaring, frapping, shooting, hunting, wound-
g, or killing by any means or device.

69, Tezt Trawl: a trawl whach 15 not more than 18-feet along the corklne or 20-feet along the leadlme.

T, Total Length: the lonzest measurable distance from the outermost portion of the snout lengthwise to the outermost portion of the
caudal fin.

71, Trammel Net: any device compeosed of layers of netting matenzl attached to one or more float lines or one or more weighted bottom
lmes, with the lavers being constucted of fine mesh and of larger mesh so that a fish attemphng to pass through the device pushes
the smaller mesh through the larger mesh creating a pocket or compartment in which the fish 15 enfrapped, entangled, or restricted.
Al tramime] nets must be tazged with a waterproof tag attached to the corkhne at each end of the net, no more than 3 feet from the
edge of the webbing. The tags must contain the fisherman's full name (po mtials) and commercial fisherman’s license number. The
tags are to be supphied by the commereial fisherman. Mo rammel pet m use shall exceed 1200 feet. Tramme] net 15 not allowed for
the taking of fish in =altwater state waters.

T2, Tramzport: in its different tenses, the act of shipping, attemptng to ship, recerving, or delivenng for shipment, transporting, con-
VeyIng, canving, or exporing by air, land or water, or by any means whatsoever

T3, Trawl: anv pet, generally funnel-shaped, pulled through the water or along the bottom with otter boards to spread the mouth open
while being fished. The term "trawl” also means and inclodes plumb staff beam trawls that do not exceed 16 feet, and that do not
use otter boards but are held open laterally by a honzontal beam and vertically by two verfical beams (plumb staffs), and that are
used while the vessel 15 under way. Trawls are only allowed to be used in state waters where and when the shnmp season 15 open.

T4, Trigzer (Yo-ve): any tension-loaded rubber band or spring device that confams several feet of line and a hook or hooks, which 15
baited and set, and which automatically hooks and plays a fish.

75, Trotline: any set ine which 15 440 vards or less to which hoop drops are tied af vanous intervals or gangions and hoods are attached
and which may be retneved manually or by electne or hydraulic haulers.

76, Turtle Trap: Any device designed to attract and/or capture turtles in aguatic habetats, it must be open above water to allow respira-
tion of air-breathing animals.

77, Unattended Net: any net in the water to which the hcensee thereof cannot be immediately located for identification withun 200 feet
thereof.

78, Venting Tool: a device used to release excess gas from the abdominal cavity of fish. At least one venting tool in possession 1s re-
quired gear

79, Wing Net: See "Lead Net."

0. Wire Net: a cone-shaped net of vegetable or synthefic materials, with a mesh no less than 1 meh square or 2 inches stretched, having
throats or flues and that is strefched over wire of 5-mech mesh or greater to support the webbing.

NOTICE TO FISHERMEN AND BOATERS ABOUT AQUATIC NUISANCE SPECIES

With wcreasing frequency, miroduced aquatic plants are creating senous aquatic habitat problems 1 many areas of the state. Thas

harmful infroduction can canse sigmificant changes o freshwater and marme ecosystems. Help do vour part by taking a few simple

steps to stop the spread of undesirable aquane plants:

*  Dispose of unwanted live bait on land before leaving the waterbody.

+  Inspect all fish caught nusmg semes, dipnets, or other types of neting; remove and discard unwanted bycatch

+  Check boats (live wells, wce chests, fishing tackle, etc.) and frailers for the presence of aquatic vegetation before leaving the launch
site. If present, remove all plant matenal and dispose of if iIn a manner that will prevent mtroduchion into other water bodies.

*  Wash and dry vour boat, tackle, and other equipment to remove kill harmful species that were not evident at the boat launch.
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GENERAL REGULATIONS & INFORMATION

INTRODUCTION

Tke followmg digest includes a summary of certain relevant statutes contained in Title 56 of the Lowmsiana Revised Statutes and relevant
rules and regulations adopted by the Lows=iana Wildhife and Fishenes Commission and the Secretary of LOVWF. The Secretary of LDWE
1s authonzed to implement additional restnchions in emergency situations m order to protect fish and wildhfe resources.

FISHING OFFSHORE

Ensuring vou are fishing mn the nght places and for the nght species in Lowsiana’s offshore waters 15 essenfial. Mot sure where vou can
and can't fish or what you can fish for off the Louisiana coast in the Gulf of Mexico? Get the informaton dwectly from the faderal
agencies that regulate these offshore waters histed below. Information on obtaming permits 15 availzble from the Mationzl Manne
Fishenes Highly Migratory Spectes Division (HMS).

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council Mational Marine Fisheries Service, Southeast Regional
o www gulfeouncil org Office

+  infod@igulfrouncil org +  www.nnfE.noaa govicyberfizh

»  1-BB8E-833-1844 or 813-348-1630 s WWWUORRE, permits. com

»  Mobile APP available for iFhone and Androad v Permits:

1-877-376-4877 or 727-824-3301
Mational Marine Fisheries Service, Highly Migratory

Species Division (for tunas, ballfishes, swordfish and sharks) MNMFS Marine Commiercial/Recreational Saltwater
nmEnoaa govisahms’ Reqgisiry Portal

wwwnmfs pevmiis.com »  countmyfizh.noaa. gov/index. html

+  Editor HM5(iinoaa gov +  301-427-8528

+  1-BB8-872-8862 or T27-824-5399 (direct number)

OFFSHORE LANDING PERMIT
Ses mformation on Offshore Landing Permit on page 8.

SPECIALLY REGULATED AREAS

In addifion to the general statewide fishing regulations, state wildlife refuges and wildhfe management areas, national refuges, federal
waters of the Gulf of Mexico, and certain local areas may have special regulations or restnictions on fishing. For more complete infior-
mation, see your local wildlife enforcement agent or the cwrent Hunting Regulations pamphlet.

RESTRICTIONS AND METHODS OF TAKING FRESHWATER AND
SALTWATER FISH

.
LEGAL METHODS FOR TAKING COMMERCIAL FINFISH

+  Anypole + Commercial saltwater rod and reel in saltwater areas as
s Line defined mm B 5. 56:322 (see License prevequusites for require-
»  The device known as vo-vo ments)

s The device known as a tigzer device s Eel pots and other legal gear may be used for taking sel for
» Handline commercial purposes only i areas of the state south of the
»  Any trothine wherein hooks are not less than 24 inches apart saltwater line and in designated saltwater lakes, excludmg
»  Legal slat traps Lake Mawrepas.

» Legal cans +» LDWF may 1s5ue permuts to fish eel pots m these other-
»  Legal minnow traps wize prolubited areas under provisions in the underutilized
+  Legal seines spectes act. For more mformation, contact an LDWE
»  Legal nets Enforcement Agent.

+ Bows and arrows

+ By any skin diver in saltwater or fresh water, when sub- * Certain species aof finfizh have specific regulations regarding

merged in the water and using standard speanng equipment gear and have parmits requived for harvest.

16 2013 Commercial Fishing Regulations



ILLEGAL METHODS FOR TAKING FISH

Spears (except for taking flounder m saltwater areas and
garfish)

Poisons

Stupefymg substances or devices

Explosives

Guns

Tree-toppmg devices

Laad net=s (except lead nets are permutied on hoop nets when
set in overflowed regions when the water is out of the actual
bed of the natural stream or lake and the hoop net 1= set 500
feet from the actual stream bed)

»  Electnerty or any mstrument or device capable of producmg
an electrical current used in shocking said fish
»  Spmagmng devices (not inchiding bow and arrow)
* Excephions:
* Catfish may be taken by means of snagping devices.
+ (zarfish may be taken by means of spears, and bows and

JITOWS.

It shall be unlawful to possess any of the prolibited mnstruments,
weapons, substances, or devices set out herein above with the
intent to take fish in viclation of the provisions of this section.

ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS AND MANDATES FOR USAGE OF CERTAIN GEAR

Mo nets or beam frawls used for faking fish or shrmp from
saltwater areas of the state shall be left unattended, except
legal pets or trawls which are attached to a wharf at a bona
fide imhabitable camp, which shall be tagged with an LDWT
izzued tagz.

Hoop nets, without leads, may be left unattended in the =alt-
water areas of the state for the sole purpose of taking legal
commercizal catfish species.

Mo person shall possess or have on board any vessel a gill
net, trammel net, stnke net, or seine in the saltwater areas of
the state, except as provided in B.S. 56:333 for the commer-
cial taking of mullet, 5. 56:320.2 for traversing, or B.5.
56:406 for the commercial taking of pompano.

* Mo person shall use or deploy within the state termitomal
waters bandit gear or longlme gear A person may possess
bandif gear or longhne gear aboard 2 vessel within state
territorial waters so long as such gear 15 mot in use or
deploved to take fish Mo person shall possess fish taken
within the state temmtorial waters using bandit gear or long-
lne gear.

» Mo person shall take or affempt to take fish by means of an
elevated trotline, except m exempt areas. For more mforma-
tion on exempt areas, contact an LDWE Enforcement A zent.

MORE ABOUT PERMITTED FISHING PRACTICES

All fishing operations shall be conducted 1 such a way that the nests of fish or the natwral nding places of young fish are not

destroyed.

Mets shall not be hauled out upon the shore in such a way that anv fish which may happen to be taken therein cannot be refumed

to the waters without mjury.

KEEPING FREE PASSAGE WHILE FISHING

Mo person shall obstruct the free passage of fish in any of the
streams, lakes, bayous, or 1o any body of water including
crevasses, coulees, and canals m marsh and swamp areas of
the state by any means whatsoever, provided that the provi-
sions of thas section shall not apply to water control shuctures
or dams for the retenfion of water for conservation purposes.
Mo cbstructions meluding frawls, butterfly nets, fyvke nets,
wings or leads, seines, gill nets, or trammel nets, which inter-
fere with the free passageway of fish as defined heremn shall
be set within 500 feet of the mouth of any mlet or pass, or
within 500 feet of any water control stuctures, dams, or welrs.
Wmngs and leads are permutied on hoop nets in overflowed
regions where the water 15 cut of the actual bed of the natmal
stream or lake but not within the restneted 500-foot area. The
possession of fish caught mm leads or wings 15 prohibifed.
Wings and leads on hoop nets south of the salterater line, as
defined m B.5. 56:322{A), are permutted. However, the use of
monofilament leads or wings shall be prohibited south of the
saltwater lime. No pawr of wings or leads shall be within 100
feet of each other and no smgle lead shall exceed 25 feet m

length. Free passageway for fish means a mmimum passage-
way opemng of 5 feet in width extending from the surface to
the bottom of the water in the deepest portion of the water.

The Louisiana Marine Resources Conszervation Act of 1995, Aet
1316 of the 1905 Regular Legizlative Sezsion, changed many
aspects gf commercially harvesting salrwarer finfish. Persons
invelved in these activitiez should contact LDWF's Enforcement
Divizien for accurate information.
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SALTWATER - FRESHWATER LINE
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For complets requirements regarding the taking of fish in
federal waters obiain a Commercial Fishing Regulations
Jor Guif of Mexice Federal Warers pamphlet* from the
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council:

2203 N. Lois Avenue, Suite 1100

Tampa, FL 33607

£13-348-1630
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*Available in PDF format at www gulfcouncil .org
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The zaltwater-freshwater line in Lowsiana extends easterly from the Texas state line all the way to the Mississippi state hne. The areas
north of this saltwater-freshwater ine are deemed freshwater. Those areas south of the descnbed hine, mcludmg a number of saltwa-
ter lakes and waterways, are legally considered saltwater. Although the actual levels of salt in the water may differ from day to day
due to tides and shifis in wind and currents, in most cases, the flora and fauna found on either side of the hne differ dramatically. A
detailed description of the saltwater-freshwrater line can be found below. As with any regulation issue, please contact your local LDWF

Enforcement Apent with any questions vou may have.

LOUISIANA SALTWATER LINE DEFINITION

The Infraceastal Waterway from the Texas-Lowisiana boundary to
its junetion with Lowsiana Highway 27 at Gibbstown, then south
to Lowsiana Highway 82, east to its junction with the Intracoastal
Waterway at Forked Island, the Infracoastal Waterway from
Forked Island to Bayou Baratana to the Harvey Camal, the
Harvey Canal to the Mizsizsippi Erver, the Mississipm River fo
the Industial Canal, the Industmal Canal to the Intracoastal
Waterway, the Infracoastal Waterway to the Rigolets m Orleans
Pansh to the Lowswville & Mashwille Railroad bndge, the
Lowmisville & MNashwville Railroad right-of-way from the Orleans
Panish lme to the Mississipp state line.

Also, the areas south of the above desenbed hine, plus the saltwa-
ter lakes known as Lake Mawepas, Lake Pontchartrain, Lake St
Catherime, Chef Menteur Pass (except that seven-tenths of 2 mule
sechion from Bayou Sauvage south to the Intracoastal Watersay),
the Rigolets, Unknown Pass, Pass Manchac, Intracoastal
Waterway, and that portion of the Caleasien Ship Channel from
the Intracoastal Waterway south to the Gulf of Mexico, shall be
designated as saltwater areas.

Persons fishing and’or possessmg salterater fish in these areas are
requured to have a salterater fishing license m addition to the basic
fishing license (Source Title 56, Section 302.1). Persons fishing
for and'or possessing freshwater fish in salterater areas are nof
requured to hold a saltwater hicense.

FEDERAL WATERS (EEZ - Exclusive Economic Zone)

Lowsiana state waters extend out 9 naufical mmles from the nearest land, but in some cases extend further. Federal Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ) waters extend from that pomnt out to 200 miles from the coast.
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HOW TO MEASURE A FISH

|
Uze these guideline: to measure a fish correctly (rgfer ro Muzrations):

1. Flace the fish on its side on a flat board with the jaw closed.

1. Total Length - Measuwre in a straight line from the tip of the snout to the extreme fip of the tail fin. Adjust the tail by rotating
{Example I} or by squeezing (Example I) to obtain the maximum length of the fish (Mlustration I).

3. Fork Length - Measure mn a straight line from the tip of the snout to the fork of the tail (Mustraron 7).

4. Lower Jaw Fork Length - Measure in a strazght line the length from the tip of the lower jaw to the fork of the tail (Mustration 3).

5. Curved Fork Length - Measure from the tip of the upper jaw to fork of tail measured along the confour of the middle of the body
(IHustration ).

6. Carcass Length — Measure the curve from postenor edze of gill opening to antenor portion of candal keel (Mustrarion 4).

IMustration 1

Example 1. Rotating Second Dorsal Fin Precaudal

First Dorsal Fin AN

Pectoral Fin  Lateral Line Caudal %
Anal Fin Tail Fin

F

Total Length >

- Total Length >

|
Eirst ey Second Dorsal Fin :
I

1 -

| 1 s

I B I : =2 I
' Pelvic Fint"  An4l Pore Lo !
| | 1 |
r— Head —*=r—— Trunk s Tail ———»=
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Nlustration 2

Fork Length

Ilnstration 3

—’\ .
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Lower Jaw Fork Length

Tllustration 4 Curved Fork Length

Tail Fork
Upper Jaw

Caudal Keel

Dorsal Insertion
Pectoral Fin

Carcass Length
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FRESHWATER COMMERCIAL FISHING

SIZE AND TAKE LIMITS

Commercial fishermen must return all undersized fish to waters
without mjury. Any commercial species for which there 15 no
specified size limit may be taken m any size and quantity.
Five percent of each species of commercial fish by mumber may
be smaller than the legal lint, EXCEPT channel catfish of which
10 percent by number may be smaller than the lagzal bt

Commercial fishermen, wholesale/retail seafood dealers, refail
seafood dealers, restaurants, or retanl grocers shall not sell, pur-
chase, barter, trade or exchange or attempt to sell, purchase, bar-
ter, trade, or exchange undersized fish

The followmg are size and tzke limits by freshwrater species along
with additional take restnchions:

* BLUE CATFISH (feralurus furcarus)
* 12 inches mumimum total length
+ BUFFALQ (Ietichus spp.)
* 16 mches mmimum total length.
« CHANMEL CATFHSH (lotalurus punctats)
* 11 mnches mumymum total length, 8 inches collar boned
* FLATHEAD CATFISH (Pvlodictiz olivaris)
* 14 inches mmimmum total length
+ FRESHWATER DRUM (iplodinoms grunmiens)
+ 12 inches mimimum total length
« BOWFIN (dmia calva)
« 22 mnches mmimum total length
* Frzhermen are prolubited, while on the water, from pos-
sessing bowfin eggs (roe) that are not naturally connected
to a whole fish.

METHODS OF TAKE

+ The taking of bowfin with nets or bowfin body parts, m-
cluding egzs (roe), 1s prolbited duning the meonths of De-
cember, January, and February, EXCEPT m Assumpfion,
Avoyelles, Iberville, Pointe Coupee, Terrebomne, Tangipa-
hoa, and West Baton REouge panshes, and in the areas know
as Bayou Courtzableau, Bayou Teche, Lake Dautenive, Lake
Fausse Pomt, Vermilion Biver, Carencro Bayou, Queune de
Taortue Bavou, Bavou Nez Pique, Mermmentan Eiver, Bayou
Lacassine, Sabme Fiver, and the Atchafzlaya Basin Flood-
way that 15 bounded bv the east and west levess of the
Atchafalava Basin and is south of U5, Highway 190.

- MULLET

+ Mav be taken in hoop nets in the freshwater areas of the
state.

+ Mullet taken in freshwater may not be possessed i saltwa-
ter, at mght, or taken with a hoop net with leads on 1t

+« PADDLEFISH (Pohoden spatkula)

+ Commonly called spoonbill catfish Taking or posseszion
of whole or any body parts, including roe (eggs) 15 pro-
hibited.

* PALLID, ATLANTIC, AND SHOVELNOSE

STURGEON

+ Taking or possession of whole or any body parts, ncludmg
roe 15 prohabted.

+ FROGS
+ See "Rephles and Amphibians" sechon.

FRESHWATER COMMERCIAL FISHING GEAR

All commercial fishing by means of gill nets, semes, sinke nets
and trammel nets 15 prohibited 1m Lake Charles, Moss Lake and
Prien Lake. These areas remam open for the use of hoop nets and
trot or set lines.

PERMITIED GEAR FOR COMMERCIAL FRESHWATER
FISHING

Cast Net: any cast pet used for commercial purposes.

Crawfish Trap: any device constructed of coated wire with the
opening of ifs throats or flues not exceeding 2 mches used for the
sole purpose of taking crawfish. Crawfish fraps are typically of
the pullow stvle or cone style with munmmuom mesh size no small-
er than 3/4 inch by 11/16 mech.

Gl Net: minimmm mesh of not less than 3 mehes square or 6
inches stretched after treating with tar or copper. Mo gill net in use
shall excead 1,200 feet m length.

Hoop Net: mesh of not less than l-inch square or 2 inches
stretched after treating with tar or copper.

Seine: munmmum mesh of not less than 2 mches square or 4
inches stretched after treating with tar or copper. Mo seine in use
shall excead 1,200 feet in length.

Shad Gill Net: enly shad and skipjack hermng may be taken with
special shad gill net heenses in Lake Palourde, Lake Verret, Lac
Des Allemands, all of the waterways m Iberville Pansh, and those
portions of the parishes of Ibena, 5t Martin, and 5t Mary locat-
ed between the puide levees of the Atchafalava Basin, but 1s
specifically not authonzed to do so m the streams, bayous, canals,
and other water bodies commected with the specified lakes.
However, a commercial fisherman may keep other commercial
fish species up to a maximum of 25 fish. All fish on board the
vessel shall have the head and caudal fin mtact. A single shad zll
net having a mesh size no less than l-inch bar or 2 inches
stretched and no more than 2-inch bar or 4 mches strefched may
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be used per heensee per vessel. The net mav not exceed 1,200 feat
in length and must have attached to sach end a one-gallon ug
painted infernationzl orange and with the words "Shad Gall Met"
in black lettering , and must have waterproof tags with the name
and license mumber of the fisherman v accordance with B S
56:320(F). The shad gl net shall be placed at least 50 feet from
the tree line The shad gill shall not be unattended as defined m
RS 368(102). Thke season will be closed from Tuly through
October each year. Shad and skipjack may be taken after sumset
and before sunrise duning open season. Howewer, there shall be
no commercial taking of shad or skipjack on any Saturday or
Sunday. Dunng the open season, there shall be no daly take or
possession himat for the commereial harvest of shad and skipjack
by properly licensed shad zill net commercizl fishermen Onby
stnke fishing is authonzed. Onee deploved, the shad gill net shall
remzin stationary untl fish are being removed from the net or the
net 15 retneved from the water.

Shad Seine: shad, skipjack hemng and any other legal-sized
freshwater commercial fish may be taken with a shad seine. All
fish on board the vessel shall have the head and caudal (tail) fin
intact. A single shad seine having a mesh size no less than 1-inch
bar and 2 inches stretched and not more than 2-inch bar and 4
inches stretched, not constructed of monofilament, may be used
per licenses, per vessel and cannot be left unattended. The net
may not exceed 1,200 feet in length and must have attached to
each end a one-gallon jug painfed international orange and wath
the words "Shad Seme”™ m black letterng and must have water-
proof tags with the name and heense muomber of the fisherman m
accordance with E.5. 56:320(F). A shad seine may only be fished
in the freshwater areas of the state, but 1t shall not be used m the

FRESHWATER AREAS CLOSED TO NETTING

bodies of water where seine use 15 prohlubrted, nor the Pear] River
or the Pear]l River navigational canal There shall be no daiky take
or possession himt for the commereial harvest of shad and skip-
jack taken by properly licensed shad seine commercial fishermen.

Slat Trap: any device, used solely for the capture of catfish,
which 15 eyhndncal, rectangular or square m cross sechon con-
fizuration, constructed of slats formmg the length of the frap,
with at least one pawr of slats spaced at least | inch apart from
each other on at least three sides of the frap and whach 15 no more
than 6 feet in length, ? feet in diameter or width and which has
one or more cone-shaped throats, flues, or entrances.

Trammel Net: minimum mesh of not less than 3 inches square or
& mches stretched after freating with far or copper All trammel
nets mmst be tagged with a waterproof tag attached to the corkline
at each end of the net, no more than 3 feet from the edge of the
webbing. The tags mmst confamn the fisherman's full name (no
inrtials) and commercial fisherman’s license number. The tags are
to be supplied by the commercial fisherman. No trammel net m
use shall exceed 1200 feet

Trotline: hooks must be a minimum of 24 mmches apart. Use of
elevated trothnes is prolubited m certain areas.

Wire Net: mesh size must not be less than l-inch square or 2
inches stretched. All zll nets and trammel pets mmust be fagged
with a waterproof tag attached to the corkline at each end of the
net, no more than 3 feet from the edge of the webbing. The tags
must contamn the fisherman's full name (po mibals) and commer-
cial fisherman's license number The fags are to be supphed by
the commereial fisherman

Uze of gill nets, trammel nets and fish seines are prohibited in
the following waterbodies:

+  Caddo Lake

Falze Fiver Lake

Lake Concordia

I¥Arbomne Lake

Lake Bartholomew

Lake Claibomne

Use of gill nets, trammel nets, fish seines, and hoop nets are

prohibited in the following waterbodies:

*  Anacoco Bayou (that portion between Anacoco Lake and
Lake Vemon)

+  John E Eelly-Grand Bayon Reservoir (wire nets prohabited
also)

Canev Creek Reservomr
Anacoco Lake
Bundick Lake

Chicot Lake

Cross Lake

Lake Bistineau

Lake Vernon

Toledo Bend Beservoir (Louisiana portion): Hoop nets are
prohibifed from March | through May 15 each vear only mn that
portion of Toledo Bend Reservowr from a pomt north of Logansport
where the lake enters Texas, and south to a2 point on the lake
where the Texas Duck Kefuge Canal infersects the Old Channel
of the Sabme Fiver

NOTICE CONCERNING FISHING IN LOUISIANA/MISSISSIPPI BORDER WATERS

When commercial fishing in Mississippi border waters, as defined mm "Reciprocal License Agreement - Mississippn & Lowsiana,
MNovember 200{," trot lines, snag hnes, hoop nets, gill nets, and rammel nets may be tagged with a waterproof tag contaiming the fish-
erman's full name (no 1hals) and commercial fisherman's icense number, m hen of tags required by Mississippa regulations. The tag
shall be placed within 5 feet of one end on trot and snag hnes, on the first hoop on boop nets, and on the float line within 5 feat of one
end on gill and trammel nets. Fishermen shall supply their own tags. Lowisiana fishermen using slat fraps or slat baskets m Missiszipm
border waters are required to obtain tags from the Mississippr Department of Wildhife, Fisheres and Parks.

22 2013 Commercial Fishing Regulations



FRESHWATER FISH SPECIES PROHIBITED

FOSSESSION AND SALE OF THE FOLLOWING SFPECIES 15
FROHIBITED:

+  All species of piranha

+  All species of filapia

+  All species of carp, except kol or common carp (Cyprinus
carpio) and goldfish (Carassivs aurarus)

Fio Grand Cichlid

Freshwater Electnie Eel (Electrophorus 5p.)

Fudd (Scardinius erythrophthalmus)

All members of the famibes Synbranchidae (Asian swamp
aals)

Chamnidae (snakehesads)

+  Clariidae (walking catfishes)

+  Trichomyecteridae (pencil catfishes)

Some aguatic species are off-houts for fishmg, or commercial or
recreational take. These federally listed threatensd and endan-
gered, or prolibited species are hsted below. Some civil and
criminal penalties may apply for teking the following aguahe
SpECIES:
= Mussels

+ Lomsiana pearlshell mmssel

+ Inflated heslsphitter mussel

+ Fat pocketbook mussal

+ Pink mmcket mussel

FRESHWATER SPECIES WITH ADDITIONAL POSSESSION RESTRICTIONS

The following species may be faken 1 stafe waters, possessed and sold by properly permitted commercial fishermen provided the fish

is dead:

Asian carp (grass carp) (Crenopharyngodon idella)
Silver carp (Hypophthalmichihys molitrix)
Bighead carp (Hypophthalmichehys nobiliz)

Black carp (Mylopharmgodon piceus)

FRESHWATER MUSSEL HARVEST

AREAS CLOSED TO FRESHWATER MUSSEL HARVEST

The following areas are closed to the harvest of freshwrater mus-

sels:

»  Areas officially recogmzed as saltwater areas;

«  Amnte Biver from the junction with Bavou Manchae to the
Missiszippa State Line;

« Al of Eapides and Grant panshes, except the mam channel
of the Eed Fiver;

»  Bayou Bartholomew in Morehouse Panish from the Arkansas
state line to its confluence with the Ouachita Fiver; and

+  Addihonal areas may be closed at any fime by notice from
the Secretary of LDWTF.

LICENSE REQUIREMENTS

+ A freshwater mussel harvester is required to purchase a
Commercial Fishing License and a Mussel Harvester Perpurt
to commercially harvest mussels.

+  The Mussel Buyer's Permit can only be purchased by and in
the name of a person holding a valid Lowsiana Seafood
Wholesale/Fetail Dealar's Licenza.

ADDITIONAL GEAR RESTRICTIONS BY WATER BODY
LS e e e e e

BLACK LAKE, CLEAR LAKE AND PRAIRIE LAKE

(Matchitoches Panish),

CADDO LAKE (Caddo Parish),

CHICOT LAKE (Evangeline Parish),

LAKE YARBONNE (Union Pansh),

LAKE LAFOURCHE (Caldwell Parish), and

LAKE SAINT JOSEPH (Tensas Parizh)

¥o-Yo restrictions

*  No more than 30 yo-yos, or ingger devices, shall be allowed
per person.

+  Each yvo-yvo or mgger device shall be clearly tagged with the
name, address and telephone number of the owner or user

» Al fish or any other ammals caught or hooked, shall be
mmmediately removed from the device.

*  FEach vo-vo or mgger device mmst be re-barted at least once
every 24 hours.

*  When not being used m accordance to the above regulahons,
each vo-vo or tngzger device shall be removed immediately
from lake waters.

+  No vo-vo or trigger device shall be attached to any metallic
object.

TIrodine Resiricnions

« Al trotlines pmst be marked, tagged, and dated wath the
OWDer of user s name, address, phone number and the date of
placement. The trothne must be marked on each end wnih a
floating object that 15 readily wisible.

* No person shall set more than three trothnes with a max-
mum of 30 hooks per trotline.
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+ Al trotlines must be removed from lake waters when not in
use.

« Al trotlines must have an 8-foot cotton leader on each end of
the trothine to msure that if the trothne 15 left unattended, the
cotton leader will deteriorate and the line wiall sink.

+ Al trotlines must be attended daily while 1n service.

BOGUE CHITTO REIVER

+  The use of semes, nets and webbing for the taking of fish in
Bogue Chitto River from where it enters the state m the
northemm part of Washington Parish to where it enters into the
Pearl Biver in 5t. Tammany Pansh 15 prolubited.

+  The taking of fish from logs, buckets, barrels, drums or natu-
ral or artificial nesting areas by hand grabbing 15 also prolab-
ited 1 this area.

lAKE BRUIN
The use of fish nets in Lake Bruin 15 prohibited EXCEFPT that
a special recwming commercial fishing season allowing the
use of gill and trammel nets greater than or having at least a
mimmum of three and one-half mch bar and seven mches
stretched, and allowing the use of slat traps i= permitted.

+  The season commences each year at sunnse on Nov. 1 and
closes at sunset on the last day of February the following
year.

+  Commercial fishermen must ebtain a Lake Brun Commercial
Fizhing Permuat in order to parbeipate in this specizl season.
The permit 1= 1ssued at no cost on a seasonal basis and must
be renewed for each season. Please contact the Baton Rouge
Office for more information.

*  The permattes st also file a report to LDWE of hus catch
no later than 15 days followmmg the closure of the seasom.
Commercial fishimg will be allowed only durmg dayhght
howrs except that gear can remain set overmight but fish cap-
tured shall be removed dunng daylight howrs only.

LAKE CHARLES
Fish seines, trammel pets, gl pets, butferfly nets and shnmp
trawls longer than 16 feet prolubited.

CYPRESS LAKE & BLACK BAYOU RESERVOIR

{ansmr Pansh)
The use of mull nets, tramme] nets and fizsh semes 1= prohob-
ifed.

*  Hoop pets, wire nefs and slat fraps are prolubited from March
1 - Oct. 31 of each vear

+ Al hoop nets, wire pets and slat fraps shall be removed from
the lakes prior to March | of each year.

FALSE RIVER

* The use of fish nets m False Fiver Lake 15 prolubited
EXCEPT that a special recunring commercial fishing season
allowmg the use of zill and trammel nets greater than or hav-
mg at least a mmimum of 3-1/2 inches square (7 mnches
stretched) is permitted.

+  The season commences each year at sunnse on Nov. 1 and
closes at sunset on the last day of February the following
year.

+ Commercial fishing will be allowed only dwmg dayhght
hours except that gear can remain set overnight but fish cap-
tured shall be removed dunng daylight hours only.

+ Commercial fishing with trammel and gill nets will be
allowed on False River Lake only during the open season and
only by licensed commercial fishermen.
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FOOL RIVER (Franklin Parish)
Fish seines prohibited.

LACASSIME BAYOU (that portion of the bayoun that flows
through the Lacassine National Refuge)

Gill mets, ramme] nets and hoop nets prolubited March 1 - Now:
30 each vear.

LAKE PROVIDENCE

+ (3l pets and frammel nets prolbited, EXCEPT duwrmg a
spectal recurring commercizl fishing season allowing the use
of gll and temmel pets greater than, or having at least a
minimum of 3 1/2 inches bar and 7 inches stretched

»  The special season commences each vear at sunrise on Mow.
1 and closes af sunset on the last day of Febiuary the follow-
Ing ¥ear.

M55 LAKE
Fish seines, trammel nets, zill nets, butterfly nets and shnmp
trawls over 16 feet prohubited.

MANTACHIE LAKE
Mettmg prolobited.

OLD RIVER LAKES (Vidahia & Deer Park, Concordia Pansh, and

Lake Lows, Catahoula Parish)

+ Fish seiming on the Lowsiana sides of Old Fiver Lake,
Vidalia and Deer Park, Concordia Pansh, 15 prolubited
EXCEPT that fish seining 15 legal under a special peromt
issued by the Department of Wildhife and Fisheries.

»  Pleaze contact the Baton Fouge Cfice at 223-T65-2336 for
more information.

POWERTY POINT LAKE

« Al freshwater commercial fish nethng prolubated.

+ In addition, no person shall possess set or use any vo-vos,
trot lines or slat fraps.

PRIEM LAKE
Fish seines, trammel nets, zill nets, butterfly nets and shnmp
trawls longer than 16 feet prolubited.

TCHEFUMCTE RIVER

Semnes, nets, webbing or traps of any kind and all types, meludmg
slat fraps, for the takmg of fish in the Tchefuncte Fiver, and its
tributanies, from 1ts ongm 1n Washington Pansh to where 1t emp-
ties mto Lake Pontchartramn in 5t Tammany Parish, are prohib-
ited

NOTE: Sanctuaries exist within WAlds, refuges and other areaz
which may be closed fo certain gear types or methods of fizhing.
Consult your local LDWF affice or Enforcement Agent or the
current hunting regulations pamphler.



GENERAL PROHIBITION OF NETTING IN IMPOUNDMENTS DURING DRAWDOWN
PERIODS

All fresh water impoundments shall be closed to use of commercial fish netting dunng water drawdown penods, unless otherwise
specified by LDWT based upon biological and technical data; the closure to begin on the date the drawdown confrol stucture 15 openad

and contnued untl the lake retums to full pool following closure of the structure.

FRESHWATER BAIT SEINES, CAST NETS, DIP NETS AND MINNOW TRAPS

A person may have in possession or 1o use for the sole and only pwpose of taking minnows, shnmp and other baits permutted by law,
seines of 1/4 mch mesh or less and measuring 30 feet or less in length, cast nets with a radius of less than £ 12 feet, dip nets and min-
now fraps (See Recreational and Commercial Licensing Requirements).

ASIAN TIGER PRAWN

Photo by Gabe Giffim

LOWF is constanthy monitoring the appearance of Asian tiger prawns, a non-native species,

in Louisiana waters. Tiger prawns are easily identifiable by their large size, dark body color
and white banding found along the head and between segments of the tail. LDWF officials
are asking shrimp harvesters to report catches of tiger prawns to LDWF at 225-765-0765
or 225-765-2401 with the date, location and size of capture. Photographs are encouraged.
LDWF officials ask that harvesters retain the tiger prawns by freezing.
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SALTWATER COMMERCIAL FISHING

SIZE AND TAKE LIMITS

COMMON COASTAL SPECIES

COBIA (Ling or Lemon Fish)

+ 33 mches momimum fork length.

*  Two fish per person.

* Licensed commercial fishermen mavy only possess and sell
two fish per mip.

DRUM

Black

+ 16 inches momimum total length.

*  There 15 an anomal harvest quota of 3.25 mulhion pounds for
black drum measuring 16-27 mches total length, and an
anmmal harvest of 300,000 fish measunng longer than 27
1nches total length

*  Fishing vear begins Sept. 1.

Red
Commercizl take of red dimm 15 prohabited.

SOUTHERN FLOUMDER

10 fish for each heensed fisherman for each consecutive day on
the water EXCEPT any commercial shrimping vessels may retam
and any commercial fisherman may sell all Southern flounder
caught as by-catch on any shomping tnp.

MACKEREL

King

+ 24 imches pomimm fork length

There 15 a 3,000-pound trip limit m effect.

Fishing vear begins July 1.

Federal permat is required when fizshing in faderal waters.
Spanish

+ 12 inches momimm fork length
+  Federal permit 15 required when fishing in faderal waters.

SHEEPSHEAD
10 inches pumimum fotal length.

MENHADEMN

Amnyone legally harvesting menhaden cannot possess more than 5

percent, by weight, of any species other than menhaden and her-

nog-like species.

Legal Gear - Purse Seine

*  Canmnot be used to take finfish other than menhaden or her-
ring like species.

*  Use 15 otherwise prohibited in inside or ouiside waters as
delineated mn LA F_S. 56:495.

Regular Menhaden Season

*  The season for the taking of menhaden as well as processmng
of menhaden shall be from the third Monday in Apnl through
How. 1.

The menhaden season apples to all waters seaward of the
inside-outside hne deseribed in BS. 56:495 includme waters
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in the Federal Exclusmve Economic Zone (EEZ), and m
Chandeleur and Breton sounds LAC 76 VIL307 D

+  All other inside waters and passes are permanently clozed to
menhaden fishing.

Menhaden Bait $eason

*  The season runs from after the close of the regular menhaden
season unfil Dec. 1.

+ Ifthe quota has not been reached by Dec. 1, then, beginnng
on Apnl 1 of the follownng year, bart gulf menhaden mav be
taken until LD'WF determines that the quota (3,000 metne
tons) has been met.

*  Any menhaden taken pursuant to this special season shall be
sold only for use as bait.

+  The Secretary of LDWTF shall grant special permits for the
taking of menhaden dunng the special baif season.

SPOTTED SEATROUT [Speckled Trout)

Spotted Seatrout Permit

* In addihon to other commercizl fishing heenses, 2 quabfied
commercizl fisherman must have m his posseszon a vahd
Spotted Seatrout Permut to commercially harvest and sell spot-
ted seatrouf. (See "License” section for qualifymg enferia).

* The commercial fisherman (captain) is required to qualify
and purchaze a Spotted Seatrout Permit to commercially
harvest and sell spotted seatrout.

+ A saltwater juide may not possess a Spotted Seatrout Permat.

*  (ualifymg eniteria for Spotted Seatrout Permit are:

+  Applicant must have possessed a valid Saltwater Gall Met
License dunng two of the vears 1993, 1994, or 1995.

+  Applicant must provide posifive proof, in the form of
state and federal income fax retwrns, including Schedule
C of the federal 1040 form, submatted 1n accordance with
procedures established by the commission, that the appli-
cant has derived more than 50 percent of hiz mcome
eamed from the capture and =zale of seafood species In af
least twro of the three years, 1993, 1994, or 1995,

Legal Gear

*  Spotted seatrout may be taken only by properly hcensed and
permitied commercial rod-and-reel fishermen.

* Mo commercial gear other than commercial rod-and-reel
may be used or in possession to take spotted seatrout.

+ Al persons on board a vessel commercially fishing for spot-
ted seatrout shall be validly licensed commercial fishermen.

*  (Only the Spotted Seatrout Permit holder may sell spotted
seafrout.

Size
14-inch mimimum total length with an anmmal harvest quota of 1

Seasons/Times
+  The commercial taking or harvesting of spotted seatrout 1s
prolubifed within Lowisiana waters west of the Memmentan



Erver. Commersial fishing begmms on the second day of
Japuary unfil the last dav of December or until the quota 13
reached, whichever comes first.

+  Spotted seatrout may not be taken commernally dunng the
period from official sunset on Frnday through official sunnse
on Mondav, and there shall be no possession of spotted seat-
rout in excess of the recreational homt duwring the period
between 10:00 p.m. and 5:00 am.

+  However, a person bolding a permit for the commercial tak-
ing or possession of spotted seatrout may take or possess an
amount not to exceed the legal recreational Lt of spotted
seatrout between the hours of 10:00 pm_ and 5:00 am. dur-
ing the open sezson and at any time durmg the closed season
if that person also possesses a Basic Recreahonal Fishing
License and a Saltwater Fishing License.

s Itizillegal to possess spotted seatrout on a vessal where there
13 a gill net, sinke net, hoop net, trammel net, or seine, or
other commercial gear. No person shall qualify for a Charter
Boat Fishing Gumde License and a Spotted Seatrout Permnit
durmg the same hicensure penod.

STRIFED MULLET
Mullet Permit
* The commercial fisherman (captam) 15 requred to quabfy

and purchasze a Mullet Permit to commercially harvest mml-

let.

+  Mullet Permit required m addition to other licenses, guahifi-
cations exist.
+  (uahfying criteria for Mullet Permit are:

+ Applhcant must have possessed a vahd Saltwater Gall Net
License duning two of the yvears 1993, 1994, or 1995,

» Applicant must provide positive proof, in the form of state
and federal income tax retwms, mmeluding Schedule C of
the federal 1040 form, submitted in accordance with pro-
cedures established by the comunission, that the applicant
has denved more than 50 percent of hiz mecome eamed
from the capiure and sale of seafood species m at least two
of the three years, 1993, 1994, or 1995,

legul Gear - Mullet Strike Net
MMullet mav be taken commercially with a mmllst sinke net.

« A mllnet 1-3/4-mches square or 3-1/2 inches stretched mesh
(minimm)

+ Mo mullet sinke net m use can exceed 1,200 feet m length.

+  Must not be anchored or secured to the water bottom or shore
and mmst be actively worked whale bemg used.

+ A mullst sinke net shall not be an unattended net as defined
in 5. 56:8 (102).

+  Mullet sinike nets may only be used in state waters for the
legal taking of striped mmllet with a special mullst permit
durmng the commercial season.

REEF FISH

Legal Gear - Cast Net

*  Mullet may be tzken for live bait pmposes with a commereial
cast net of no more than 12 feet m radius, operated manually,
during anv season.

+  Any person commercially taking mullet for love bait pur-
poses with a cast net must have a valid cast net gear hcense
1ssued by LDVWF for each cast net within their possession
while taking live mullet.

Commercial 5eason

*  The season for the commereial taking of mullet with a mmllet
strike net shall be from the third Menday m Oetober until the
third Mondav in the followmg Jamary. Mo commercial har-
vest of mullet with 2 mmllet sirike net 15 allowed outside this
season.

* Live mullet for bait purposes may be faken commercially
with a cast net duning any season.

+  Mullet may only be taken commercially with a mullet stnke
pet, or a cast net Monday through Frnday from sunnse to
sunset.

*  Oply one mullet strike net may be m use from any vessel at
any fime.

+ A commercial fisherman uwsmg a mullet sinke net must have
in possession a valid LDWE Mullet Permit m hos or her name
for legal harvest and sale. Mullet sinke nets must be tagged
with an LDWF-1ssued tag.

*  MNo other fish mav be posszessed when mullet fishing with a
mullet stnke net or cast net.

STRIKE NET GEAR LICENSES ARE
NON-TRANSFERAEBLE.

FLORIDA POMFPAND

Fompano Fermit

A commercizl fisherman 15 required to obtamn a Pompano Perout
to commercially barvest and sell pompano using a pompano
strike net m Breton and Chandelewr sounds dunmg the pompano
Season.

Legal Gear - Pompano Strike Net

+ In addifion to other legal gears, Flonda pompano can be
harvested with pompano stnke pets i seasoms and areas
descnbed below.

+  X1/2anches square or 5 mches strefched mesh (miminm).

* Mo pompano sinke net in uwse shall exceed 2 400 feet mn
length or be unattended by the licensee thereof

* Pompano sirike nets may only be used for the legal taking of
pompanc m the waters in excess of 7 feet in depth and
beyvond 2500 feet from land within the Chandeleur and
Breton Sound areas dezeribed m RS, 56:406(AN2).

* Pompano strike nets may be used from Aug. 1 through Oct
31 of each year.

NOTE: There are proposed rules that could signjficantly modify
rules for the harvest of regf fish. Harvesters and wholesale/rerail
dealers interezfed in harvesting reaf fizh should remain aware af
the curvent regulations.

To commercially harvest or sell certamn reef fish species listed
below whether taken within or without the territorial waters of
Lowmsiana, fishermen must possess a permut issued by the
Mational Marine Fishenes Service for the Gulf of Mexico Reef
Fish Resources.

+  Species for which a permit 1= requured melude:
» Tnggerfishes
v Amberjacks
» Wraszes
+ Snappers
» Groupers
+ Tilefishes
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»  To purchase a permuat, contact the National Manne Fishenes
Service, Southeast Regional Office:
v www.nmfs noaa. govieyberfish
» www.nfms permits com
« T27-824-5305 or 1-877-376-4877

For a person on beard a vessal to fish for or possess Gulf reef fish
in the Gulf EEZ, the vessel mmst possess on board and such per-
son mmst use the gear as specified below:

+  Non-stainless Steel Circle Hooks - required when fishing
with natural baits for reef fish.

+  De-hooldng Device - af least one device 15 required and must
be uszed to remove hooks embedded in Gulf reef fish with
minimum damage.

* The hook removal device must be constmcted to allow the
hoock to be secured and the barb shuelded wnthouf re-
engazing during the removal process.

+ The de-hooking end must be blunt and all edges rounded.

* The device must be of a size appropriate to secure the
range of hook sizes and styles used in the Gulf reef fish
fishery.

+  Venting Tool - a device used fo release excess gas from the
abdominal cavity of fish. At least one venting tool 1s requured
gear In possession 1s required gear.

+ This tool must be a sharpened, hollow mmstrument, such as
a2 bypodermic syiinge with the plunger removed, or a
l6-gauge neadls fixed to a hollow wooden doweal. A tool
such as a kmife or an 1ce pick may not be used.

* The venting tool must be inserted mto the fish at a
45-degree angle approximately 1-2 mnches (2.54-5.08 cm)
from the base of the pectoral fin.

* The tool mmst be mserted just deep enough to release the
gases, so that the fish may be released with munimuwm dam-

age.

AMBERJACK

Greater

»  36-meh mumenmom fork length.

»  Closed season March 1 - May 31 each vear.

Lesser
l4-inech minivnum fork length and 22-ineh maimum fork lensth.

BANDED RUDDERFISH
l4-inch mimimum fork length and 22-inch mammum fork
lengzth.

BLACK SEABASS
§-inch minmum total length.

GREY TRIGGERFISH
14-inch mmimum fork length.

GROUPER"®

»  Commercial harvest of grouper species 15 lmufed to those
persons possessing a federal commercial wvessel permut
1ssued by the Natonal Manne Fishenes Service under the
Federal Fishery Management Flan for the Gulf of Mexico
Feef Fish Fesources, and the appheable federal Individual
Fizshing Chuota (TFQ)) vessel account.

Goliath [formerdy called Jewfish)
Take or possession of Goliath zrouper within or without the
waters of Lomsiana 15 prohibited.
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MHassauv Grouper

Take or possession of Massan grouper within or without the
waters of Lowisiana 15 prohibited.

Shallow-Water Grouper

+  Black Grouper: 24-inch minimwum total length.

Gag Grouper: 22-inch mmimum total length.

Fed Grouper: 18-mch minimmm total length.

Scamp Grouper: 16-inch minimum teotal length

Yellowfin Grouper: 20-nch monimum total length.

Deep-Water Grouper

Misty, Snowy, Yellowedge, Warzaw Groupers and Speckled
Hind have no minimm lengths.

SNAFPER

Lane: 8-inch minimum total length

Mutton: 16-nch minmom total length.

Vermilion (beeliner): 10-mch mimimnm tofal length.
Yellowtail: 12-inch minimum tetal length.

Schoolmaster: 12-nch munmmum total length,

Cubera: 12-inch minmmum total length.

Mahogany: 12-mech mimammm total length.

Dog: 12-mch mimmum total length.

Cray (mangrove): 12-inch muinimum total length.

Hogfizh: 12-inch minimum fork length.

Red*: 13-mch miniwnrmn total length.

Queen Snapper, Blackfin Snapper, 5ilk Smapper,
Wenchman, Almaco Jack, Goldface Tilefish, Tilefish,
Blackline Tilefizh, Anchor Tilefish, Blueline Tilefish,
Dwearf Sandperch and Sandperch have no minimmm lim-
its.

*NOTE: Commercial regulations for harvest of reef fish melude
additional regulafions required under the NMFES Feef Fish Parout
System. Persons mvolved m the commersial harvest of these spe-
c1es should contact thewr local and federal enforcement agents for
details on these regulations (see pages 2 and 18 for contact infor-

mation).

Commercial red snapper, grouper, and filefish harvest regulations
izchude several changes to reflect requrements for Indmidual
Fizshing Quota (IFQ)) regulations. In addition tuareqm:m::l.entfur
a federal commercial vessel permut for Gulf reef ﬁs]:l, in order to
fish for, possess or land Gulf red snapper, any species of grouper
or any filefish species, the approprate federal IFQ) vessel account
must have been issued to the vessel. Appropnate IFQ) allocation
must be assigned that 15 at least equal to the pounds of red snap-
per, grouper, and tilefish landed/docked at a shore side location or
off loaded. On the last fishing tnp of the year a vessel may excead
by 10 percent the remaining IF(} allocaion. Mo person shall pur-
chase, sell, exchange barter, or aftempt to puwrchase, =ell
exchange, or barter anv red snapper, grouper, or tilefish species in
excess of any possession hmat for which federal commercial
license, permit and approprate allocation were 15sued.

In additron to the requirement for a federal dealer permat for Gulf
reef fish, for a dealer to recerve Gulf red snapper, any species of
grouper or any filefish species from a commercial fishing vessel
he must have a federal Gulf IF() dealer endorsement. For a person
aboard a wvessel with a federal Gulf red smapper IFQ) wessel
account to sell to anvone other than a permutted dealer, such per-
son must also have a federal Gulf IFQ) dealer endorsement The
owner or operator of a vessel landing red snapper, groupers, or
filefish species 1s responsible for calling Mational Manne Fishenes
Service (NMFS) Office of Law Enforcement at least three hours,



but no more than 12 howrs, in advance of landing to report the time and location of landing and the name of the IFQ) dealer where the
red snapper, groupers, or tilefish species are to be recerved, and the estimated gutted weight of red snapper, grouper, and tilefish for

sach federal IF(} share category (red snapper, zag, red grouper, desp-water grouper, other shallow-water grouper, and tlefish species).
At-zea or dockside transfer of commercial red snapper, groupers, or filefizh species from one vessel to another vessel is prohibited.

HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES

Tuna, swordfish, and sharks possessed by a commercial fisher-
man shall not be skinned or scaled untl set or put on shore or
when sold.

SHARK

NOTE: There are proposed rules that could signjficantly modify
rules for the harvest of sharks. Harvesters and whelasale/retail
dealers intevested in harvesting shark should remain aware of the
curvent regulations.

Shark Permit

+  Persons commercially fishing for shark are required to obtamn
a Shark Permmt from LD'WF. In addifion to other commercial
licenses and state shark permufs, persons commereially fish-
ing for sharks in federal waters are requured to have a federal
shark perput. Those persons possessing a federal commercial
directed or incidental hmited access shark permit or federal
shark research permit 1s5ued by the National Manne Fishenes
Service under the Federal Fishery Management Plan for
Atlanfic Sharks are himited to daily take, frip and possession
lmats as specified in that federal permmit. Persons possessing
a commercial state shark permit but no federal shark permit
shall not possess on any one day, or on any fmp, or land from
amy frip, or sell, barter, trade, or exchange m excess of 33
sharks per vessel from the large coastal species group, taken
from Lowsiana state waters.

+ NOTE: There are possession, daily and tmp lumif, as
desenbed abowve, of 33 fish for large coastal sharks, whach
are the following species:

* Blacktip Shark
* Bull Shark
* Great Hammerhead

Lemon Shark

Murse Shark

Sandbar Shark

Secalloped Hammerhead

Silky Shark

Smooth Hammerhead

Spmner Shark
+ Tiger Shark

*  Persons possessing a Commercial State Shark Permif shall
not possess any sandbar sharks unless they also have in their
name and in possession a vabd Federal Shark Research per-
mit under SOCFRE35.32(1).

*  The act of "finming" 15 prohibited. All sharks aboard a vessel
shall have fins naturally attached to the onginal shark carcass
by at least some portion of uncut skm.

+ No person aboard any vessel shall transfer or cause the frans-
for of sharks between vessels on state or federal waters.

+ Al Lowmsiana state waters out to the seaward boundary of the
Lowsiana Temritorial Sea shall be closed to the commercial
harvest of all sharks between April 1| and June 30 of each
year.

¢+  The fishing year for shark shall begin on Jan. 1. The opening
date for the commercial shark season may be set af some date
other than Jan. 1, and the closure of the fishery may be done

on short notice as gquotas are achieved, so parficipants i this
fisherv must remain aware of seasons as well as the potential
for other rule changes.

Frohibited Shark Species

Mo person shall take, possess, purchasze, sell, barter, exchange, or
attempt to possess, purchase, sell, barter, or exchange anv of the
followng species or parts thereof:
+  Atflanfic Ange] Shark
Bazking Shark

Bizeye Sand Tiger Shark
Bigeye Sixgill Shark

Bigeye Thresher Shark
Bignose Shark

Canbbean Reef Shark
Canbbean Sharpnose Shark
Drusky Shark

Galapagos Shark

Largetooth Sawfish

Longfin Mako Shark
Namrowtooth Shark

Might Shark

Sand Tiger Shark

Sevenmll Shark

Sixgill Shark

Smalltail Shark

Smalltooth Sawfish

Whale Shark

+  Whte Shark

SWORDFISH

+  28.nch careass length or 33-pound dressed weight

+  To commercially harvest, possess or sell swordfish, whether
within or oufside Lomsiana state termtonal waters, fishers
must possess a vahid Federal Commercial Swordfish Pernut
aboard the vessel

+  No person aboard any vessel shall transfer or cause the trans-
fer of swordfish betereen vessels on state or federal waters.

TUNA

The following are permanent Lowsiana regulafions on tuna har-
vest, which may be superseded by seasomal changes within the
federal regulatory system (see websites referenced below for cur-
rent federal regulafions):

+  Yellowfin: 27-inch curved fork length

+ Bigeye: 27-mch curved fork length

+  Blvefin: 73-inch curved fork lenzth

+  Those species of tuna which have munmum size restnchions
mayv have the head removed as long as the carcass length
without the head exceeds the minimum size requirement.

+ In addition to state-required commercial fishing Licenses, to
commercially harvest, possess, or sell Atlantic bluefin funa,
vellowfin tuna, bigeve tuna, skipjack tuna, and albacore,
whether within or without Lonisiana state temitonal waters,
fishers must possess a vald Federal Commercial Tuna
Pernut. See contact information below,
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Persons subject to the junsdiction of the state, fishing for
tunas wathin or without Lowsiana state waters, are subject to
both state and federal lawrs, mules, and regulations. Federal
regulafions on harvest of funas change often, especially for
bluefin tuna

Prior to harvest of tuna, be aware of the most current federal
regulations on harvest, including sizes, bag limits, and closed
SEaAT0ns5.

The "Atlantic Tunas Regulations Brochure" 1s available at:
www.nmfs neaa. govigfahmsbrochures/2013/201 3 _tunas_
regs_brochure pdf

METHODS OF TAKE

-
GENERAL

* For mseason fishery notices (refenfion limit adjustments,
closures, efc ), visit www. hmspermits. gov, or call the Atlanfic

*  Tunas Information Line at 888-872-8862 or 978-281-9260.

»  NMFS mamfains an automated permithng system for the
1ssuznce of Atlanfic tunas and HMS vessel permts.

*  To apply for or renew an Atlanfic tunas or HMS vessel per-
muit, visit www hmspermits gov or dial 883-872-8862.
+ Customer Service for the Aufomated Permuthng System

can be reached by prezsing "0" from the mam menn.

+  To apply for an Atlanfic tunas dealer permut, call the NMFS

Mortheast Permut Office at 878-281-9370.

Commercial fishermen must be properly licenzed to com-
mercially barvest and sell fish. Specific state and federal
permits are required for cerfain fishenes.

Commercial gear must be properly licensed when used in
state waters. Use or possession of cerfain commercial gear
requires qualificaton. See "Commercial Gear License" sec-
tion of this pamphlet for more mformation.

Commercial vessels mmst be properly hcensed whenever
taking or possessing fish for sale in Lowisiana saltwater
areas.

Any commercial species for which there 1s no specified size
or take lomit may be taken in any size or quantity.
Commercial fishermen must retwm all wndersized fish to
waters without injury.

Five percent of each species of commercial fish by number
mzy be smaller than the legal lnt, EXCEPT channel cat-
fish, of whach 10 percent by number mav be smaller than the
legal limmit.

Commercial fishermen, wholesale/retail seafood dealers,
retail seafood dealers, restawrants, or retail grocers shall not
zell, purchase, barter, trade, or exchange or attempt to sell
purchase, barter, trade, or exchange any undersized fish.
Possession of red drum or spotted seatrout on board any ves-
zel on which there 15 a gill net, sinke net, hoop net, tramme]
net, or seme 15 prohibited.

All finfish in or from salterater areas, except tuna, swordfish,
and sharks, possessed by a commercial fisherman shall have

the head and cauwdal fin infact unfil set or put on shore or
when zold. Shark fins shall not be possessed aboard a fishing
vessel unless naturally attached fo the onginal shark carcass
by at least some portion of uncut skin. All parfish possessed
by a commercial fisherman 1n the saltwater areas of the state
may have the bead and caudal fin removed, but shall refain a
stip of skin sufficient to clearly 1dentify the fish unfil set or
put on shore or when sold. All finfish shall be measured 1n
accordance with appheable law.

+  For the purpose of consumphon at sea onboard the harvest-
ing vessel, a person shall have no more than two pounds of
finfish parts per person on board the vessel, provided that the
vessal 15 equipped to cock such finfish.

*  When on a commercial finfish fishing tp all finfish in pos-
zes510n are desmed to be used for commercial puposes. This
mezans Anfish possessed must comply with commercial sizes,
lirnits, seasons, and other commercial requirements.

+ It shall be unlawful for any person to use or employ any
areraft including fixed-wing aireraft, dirigibles, balloons,
hehicopters, or any other form of aenal swveillance in the
airspace of this state fo assist mn the taking of finfish EXCEPT
in fishing for menhaden and herring-like fish.

NOTE: Sanctuaries exist within WMAz, refuges and other arsas
which may be closed to certain gear pypes or mstheds of fishing.
Consult your local LDWF Office or Enforcement Agemt or the
WMA section of this pamphlet.

SALTWATER COMMERCIAL FISHING GEAR & RESTRICTIONS

Some commercial gears are restncted to specific fishenes, and
are desenibed under each of those fishenes.

LEGAL GEARS IM STATE WATERS

Cast Net: amy cast net used for commercial purposes or cast
nets excesding 8-1/2 feet in radius.

Commercial Rod and Reel: any rod and resl wsed for com-
mercial purposes.

* (malifving crifena for Bod and Reel Gear Licenses are:

* Applicant must provide positive proof that they held a
vahd Commercizl Gear License for saltwater zill nets
during any two vears of the vears 1993, 1994, and 1995,

* Applicant must provide positrve proof, in the form of
state and federal income tax retwmns, meluding Schedule

30 2013 Commercial Fishing Regulations

C of the federal 1040 form, submitted mn accordance
with procedures established by the commission, that the
applicant has derived more than 50 percent of his
income earned from the capture and sale of seafood spe-
cies m at least two of the three wears, 1993, 1994, or
1995,

+  Hoop Net: l-inch square or 2 mches stretched mesh (mini-
mm) after treating with tar or copper. Hoop nets without
leads may be left unattended m saltwater areas for the sols
pupose of taking catfish.

*  Trawl: any net generally funnel-shaped, pulled through the
water or along the bottom with ofter boards to spread the
mouth open while being fished. This gear 15 only allowed to
be used in waters where and when the shrimp season is open.



*  Trotline: anv set line which 15 440 vards or less to which
hoop drops are ted at vanous mmfervals or gangions and
boods are aftached and which may be retneved manually or
bv electne or hydraulic haulers.

FPROHIBITED IN SALTWATER STATE WATERS
+  Saltwater mll nets

Semes

Tramme] nets

Bandit gears

Longline gears

GEARS LIMITED TO FEDERAL WATERS

*  Bandit Gear: vertical hook-and-line gear with rods attached
to a vessel, and with line retneved by manual, elecinc or
bydraulic reels (cannot be used in state waters).

*  Longline Gear: a lme whach 15 over 440-vards long to which

gangons and hooks are attached that 1= deployed honzon-
tally and which may be retneved by an elactiic or hydraulic
hauler. Longhne gear shall not mean a trothne as defined in
F.5. 56:8(140) (cannot be used in state waters).

*  Saltwater Gill Net for EEZ: a traversing permut 15 required

from IDWTF for transport of gill nets, tramme] nets, seines,
and strike nets across state waters for use in federal waters.
Pearmat bolders must notify LOD'WF four howrs before leaving
port to traverse or fish under the condibions of the Traversmmg
Perput and mmediately upon refwming from the permatted
tmp. LDWT must be notified by calling 1-800-442-2511 or
225.765-2441 (24 hours).

OTHER SPECIES PROHIBITED COMMERCIALLY

Some aguatic species are off-liuts for fishing, or commercial or
recreafional take. These federally listed threatened and endamn-
zered, or prolubited species are lhisted below. Some cnnl and
crimmnal penalties may apply for taking the following agquatic
specles:

+ Al Whales

+  Dolphin (marmma])

+  West Indian Manatee

»  Sea Turtles (refer to "Reptiles and Amphibians" section)

In addition to species prolubited as part of the Federal Endangered
Species Act, the following species of zamefish may not be com-
mercially sold or purchaszed unless mmported and tagged wath
metal self-locking tags placed in one opercubum of each fish:
Salfish

Blue marln

Black marln

Striped marlin

Hatchet marlin

White marlin

Fed drum

OFFSHORE LANDING PERMIT

Tags mmst be 15sued by the official conservation agency of the
state from which the fish were taken, and must show the onginat-
mg water body and 1dentity of the 1sswming agency, EXICEPT that
red drum need only be accompanied by a bill of lading in accor-
dance with LES. 536:327 and 327.1, or unless cerfified by
LDWF as having been raised and taken mn accordance with a
certified aguaculture program or a valid manculture permif pur-
suant fo L.E.5. 56:579.1.

LDOWF must be notfied at 1-800-442-2511 or 225-T65-2441
prior fo mpeortation of these fish.

Charter captains are required to obtain thes permit (free of charge) to possess tunas, billfish, swordfish, amberjacks, groupers and snap-
pers (except for grev snapper). Charter captains are responsible for reporting harvest of vellowfin tuna from their charter fishaing trps.
Anyone wishing to obtain a permit mmst register at wwwwlfla. goviolp. More details on thes program are alzo available on this site.
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OTHER COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES

COMMERCIAL CRABBING

GENERAL

Commercial fishermen shall tag, mark, or otherwise 1dentify any crabs that are sold, 1n a manner which will ensure that such com-
mercial fisherman can be idenfified as the person who harvested the crabs. The identification required herem shall imclude the
commercial fisherman's name, heense number and date on which the crabs were harvested.

Any commercial fisherman identified as having sold undersized crabs to a wholesale/retall dealer shall be subject to penalties for

the taking and possession of undersized crabs.

SEASONS

The Wildhfe and Fizhenes Commiszion has the authonty to prohibit the use of crab fraps in state waters during a 16 consecutive-day
peniod befween Feb. 1 and March 31 of each vear and dunng a 14 consecutive-day peniod, which meludes the opeming day of the spnng
inshore shrimp seazon. These closure areas are associated with the Derehict Crab Trap Removal Program.

SIZE/POSSESSION LIMITS

e CARAPACE WIDTH——"

HARD SHELL CRABS

Five mches in carapace width as measured from pomt to
point of the upper shell, EXCEPT when held for processing
as soft crabs or seld fo a processor for the making of soft
shell crabs.

Crabs under the nunirom size it shall be retuned pmmeds-
ately to the waters from whach taken without avoidable imury.
Maximum possession of whole stone crab 15 one stone crab
per each crate of blue crabs or group of blue crabs equivalent
to one crate.

FRE-MOLT CRABS

Pre-molt crabs less than 5 mches in width beld by a fisher-
man for processing as softshell crabs or sold by him to a
processor for the making of softshell crabs must be identifi-
able as pre-molt crabs and mmst be held in a separate con-
tamer marked “peslers" or "busters” while m the possession

METHODS OF TAKING

of the fisherman. Crabs m the pre-molt stage are no frther
from molting than having a white line on the back paddle fin.
Mimmum commercial size hmits do not apply to crabs held
in a work box. Each fishernman mav have one work box if not
using a grader, or fwo work boxes if using a grader.

STOMNE CRABS

Stone crabs (Memippe ading) may be faken by the same
method as blue crabs, however only the claws may be landed.
Mimmoum claw length 15 2-3/4-inch forearm (propodus) mea-
sured from the mmmovable antenor-most tip of the claw to
the base of the joint.

Whole stope crabs may be possessed on the vessel until the
claws are removed after which time the crab shall be retumed
to the waters from which taken.

BY-CATCH

A beensed commercial fisherman may retain for personal
consumpton finfish canght as by-caich mn crab traps up to an
aggregate of 25 finfish per wessel per day. No freshwater
game fish, no red drum, and no spotted seatrout may be kept
as a part of thas aggregate.

Any fish retamned are subject o recreational size and posses-
sion limits.

In addifion, any Licensed commercial fisherman holdmg a
(rear License which allows him to take finfish for commer-
clal purposes, may possess any fnfish caught under that
(zear License up to the commercial possession limat allow-
able for such finfich and such fish shall pet be required to be
separated from the by-catch allowed above.

Crzbs may be taken with any legal crab frap, crab drop net,
trawl, skimmer net, butterfly net, trotline, handline, bushime,
dip net, or cast net. Dredges shall not be used for the infen-
tional taking of crabs.

32 2013 Commercial Fishing Eegulations

The taking of crabs by means of trawls i mside waters 15
permutted only during the open season for shnmp and with a
legal mesh size (zee "Commercial Shrimpmg - Trawls").
Mo person shall possess or sell adult female crabs m the
berry stage (Le., carrving the eggs or voung attzched to the
abdomen).



»  All crabs m the beny stage taken by amy means shall be
retwmed mmediztely to the waters. Howewer, a lagally
hicensed commercizl crab fisherman may have in has work beex
an meidental take of crabs in the beny stage equal to not more
than 2 percent of the tofal mumber of crabs m hus possession.

CRAB TRAPS

*  The baihng, tending, checking, or removing of crab traps, the
confents of crab fraps or thew lnes, buoys, or markers 15
prohibited in public waters from one-half hour after legal
sunset untl one-half hour before legal sunrise.

+  Itis the responsibility of the crabber to place fraps so vessels
can safely navigate and to properly dispese of hus unservice-
able traps on shore. Mo crab fraps shall be set m navigable
channels or entrances to streams. A crabber whe retneves lns
trap with a commmssion approved common float shall retum
the common float to any shrimper for reuse.

* Mo person other than the licensee or s agent shall mtention-
alty damage or destroy crab traps or the floats or lines
attached thereto, or remove the contents thereof.

*  Crab fishers may uthze a plastic baif box cover to mark tap
ownership or a 2-inch stamnless steel, self-locking tag attached
to the cenfer of the frap ceillingz. Either must be legbly
engraved or embossed with the commercial fisherman's
hicenze mmmber Crab traps may be attached to a trothne to
which at least one end 1s attached to a non-floatng lne and a
vizible float of at least & inches in diameter or half-gallon

SOFT SHELL CRAB SHEDDERS LICENSE

volume size. Crab fraps located m areas designated as fresh-
water north of the northern bank of the Intracoastal Waterway
and west of LA Highway 70 and those areas located on the
eastern side of the Mississippe Faver and inland from the =alt-
water lme are not required to be marked with a float and float
line unless the trap 15 placed in a lake. Each ecrzb trap on a
trotline shall be registered with LDWF and shall have attached
thereto a tag bearng the crab fisherman’s heense oumber.

+  All crab traps must be marked with a solid float, 6 inches in
diameter or greater, attached with a non-flozing line 1/4-
inch munmmum diameter or larger. Each crab trap st have
a mininum of two escape rings 2-5/16 inches m inside diam-
ater, excluding the nng material. Fings must be placed on the
verfical outside walls flush wath the trap floor or baffle wath
at least one mng located m each chamber of the trap. Except
from Apnil 1 - Jupe 30 and from Sept. 1 - Oct. 31, escape
nngs shall not be obstucted with any matenal that hampers
or prevents exit of crabs. Escape nng mandates shall not
apply to crab traps placed m Lake Pontchartram Metal
tackle or metal crab traps shall not be uwsed m any of the
public waters north of the Inbacoastal Waterway mm the
Caleasien Faver or in any body of water compnsing the
Caleasien Fiver System north of the Infracoastal Canal or m
the waters of Vermulion Bay from Cypremort Point one mle
offshore fo Blue Point.

*  (rab traps are prolibited imn the Tchefuncte Fiver

*  The owner or operator of any soft shell crab shedding facility mmst purchase a Wholesale/Eetail Seafood Dealer Licensa.
+  Wholesale/retall seafood dealers who shed soft shell crabs or operate soft shell crab shedding facilities shall on or before the tenth
of each month submit to LDWT on forms specified by LDWF, information relafive to the amount of soft shell crabs produced.

COMMERCIAL SHRIMPING

To commercially harvest and sell shnmp using trawls, skimmer nets, butterfly nets or cast nets, an mdrvidual mwst possess a commer-
cial fisherman's license, a commercial gear license for each gear used, and a wessel hicense in the vessal owner's name.

AREAS

Shnmping areas m Lowsiana are divided info inside waters, the
outside termtonial seas, and the federal Exclusmve Economic Zone
(EEZ}). The line {shrimp line) as described in LA B 5. 56:495(A)
that separates mside waters from outzide territonal waters gener-
ally follows the coasthne, although there are some excephions.
For specific boundary locations check with your local Wildhife
and Fisheries Enforcement Agent or visit the LDWTE website at
htp-Awwwowilflouisiana. govifishing/shrimp-season for a desenp-
tion of the imside/outside shrimp line. Maps of the shrimp line are
available at a charge of 310 per map by wntmg the Lowsiana
Department of Wildhife and Fisheres, Oyster Lease Survev
Section, UNO Advanced Technology Center, 2021 Lakeshore
Drive, Mew Orleans, La. 70122 or by calling 504 284-5272.

SEASONS

Please specify which area of the coast you are mterested m. The
line that separates state temitonal waters from the EEZ runs along
the Lowsiana coast 9 nautical miles seaward from shore. For
specific boundary locations, particularly m the Grand Isle and
Marsh Island area, contact vour local Wildlife and Fishenes
Enforcement A gent.

NOTE:- Restricted areas exist within certain WMA, state, and
federal refugas and other areas. These areas may be clozed o
cartain gear (ypes or mathods of fishing and djfferent possession
Iimits may apply. Conzult your local Wildlife and Fisheries affice
or Enforcement Agent or the WMA section of this pamphler.

+  Shrimp seazons are flexible and are fixed by the Lounisiana Wildlife and Fishenes Commission based upon biclogical and technaeal

data relative to shnmp populafions in Lowisiana waters.

*»  (zenerally, the spring inshore season will begin mn early to pud-May and mav extend into July. The fall inshore season usually begins

in early to oud-Augnst and extends mio December.

www.wif louisiana.goy 33



*  The shrimp season 1 Lowsiana's territonal waters 15 gener-
ally open year-round EXCEPT for a closed season i por-
tions of state outside waters whach may be set dunng late fall
to early winter, usually bepinnimg m med to late December
and exfending mito Apnl or May.

+  The shimp season 1o the federal waters of the Gulf seaward
(south) of Lowmsiana's femitonal waters 1s usually open all
vear; these waters are controlled by the federzl government.

+ A federal shnmp vessel meratorium permt 15 required for all
wvessels fishang for shrimp in federal waters of the Gulf of

SIZE/POSSESSION LIMITS

Mexico. Information concermng federal shimmp vessel per-
mits, Turtle Excluder Device (TED) and Byeatch Feduction
Devices (BRDY) requirements and exemphons can be obiained
by contachng the NMOAA Fishenes Service at 727-824-5312
for TEDs or 727-824-3305 for BEDs or at www nmfs. noaa.
gov.

Detailed information on TEDs may be found at the followmg
link fo the MOAA Fisheres website hrp:/fww.safsc. noaa.
govlabs/missizsippi/tedregulations_hom.

+  There 15 no size limit on any saltwater shromp taken dunng
the spring open season mor 1s there any size it on brown
shrimp or seabebs taken dunng any open seazon in Lowsiana.
There 13, however, a possession count on salbwater white
shrnimp taken in either mside or outside (offshore) waters of
Lomsiana of 100 count {whole shrimp per pound).

»  This =mize restrichion applies to the taking or possession of
such shnmp aboard a vessel, EXCEFT durmg the pencd

METHODS OF TAKING

from Oet. 15 through the third Monday in December when
there shall be no possession count on saltwater white shrimp
taken or possessed.

When more than 50 percent by weight of the saltwater
shrimp taken or possessed 15 seabobs or brown shrimp, then
the maxmmum allowzble amount of undersized whate shrimp
taken or possessed shall not excead 10 percent by weight of
the total saltwater shrimp taken or possessed.

* Dhrnng open seasons, saltwater shrimp mav be taken with
trawls, butterfly nets, skimmer nets or cast nets, and by no
other means.

+  Bait shrimp may be tzken at any time, even durmg the
closed seasom, with cast pets less than B-1/2 feet in radius,
hand operated dip nets with a dizmeter not to excesd 3 fest,
bait fraps, and bait semes less than 30 feet with a maximmm
mesh size of 1/4-inch bar mesh that are manually operated on
foot only.

* (ualified permit holders m possession of 2 "Special Bait
Dealers Permint”™ may take live bait shrimp and hve croaker
during the closed season beginnng May 1 of each vear and
between the spring and fall mshore shnmp seasons.

»  Trawls, butterfly nets, or skimmer nets cannot be wsed for
any purpose m state waters dunng closed season. However,
businesses that possess a "Special Bait Dealer's Peromt™ are
allowed to harvest ive shnmp and live croaker begmmng
Mav 1 of each vear and during that period between the clos-
mg of the spring inshore shrnimp season and beginnng of the
fall inshore shimp season under certamn restrichions.

NOTE: Federal law reguives that all shrimp trawlers with a
power retrigval system must have approved Twrtle Excluder
Devices (TED;s) installed in each trawl except test nets with hea-
drope lengths of 12 feet or lass. Test neis with headrope lemgths
af 12 feet or lezz are limitad by tow-time reztrictions. Alzo, in
federal warers, federal law reguires shrimp mawlers to inztall
approved Bycarch Reduction Devices (BRDs) in each frawl.

TRAWLS

»  Trawls caomot bave a mesh size less than 5/8-imch bar or
1-1/4 mches stretched mesh. Trawls cannet have a mesh size
less than 34-mch bar or 1-1/2 inches stretched mesh dunng
the fall mshore shimp season from the western shore of
Vermulion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh Island to the
Atchafalava River.

+  In mshore waters, vessels may use one frawl measurmg 50

feet or less in length along the corkline and 66 feet or less
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along the lead line; or two trawls which shall not excesd 25
feet each along the corkline, 33 feet or less along the lead line
and have trawl doors no larger than 8 feet in length and 43
inches m heright; or twe trawls which shall not exceed 23 feet
each along the corklme, 33 feet along the lead line and have
no more than tero outer trawl doors no larger than & feet in
length and 43 inches m height and no more than two mner
sled doors, EXCEPT that each vessel may, in addition, pull a
test trawl. In state cutside termtonal waters (from the beach
to three miles offshore m most areas), each shnmpmg vessel
may only use nets that do not exceed a fotal maximum per
vessel of 130 feet of cork line and 165 feet of lead hine, mn
addifion to one test trawl.

In Breton and Chandeleur sounds as descnibed by the "double
ng" line in LA RS, 56:495 1(AN2), two trawls may be used,
each measunng 65 feet or less m length along the corklne and
&2 feet or less in length along the lead line, plus one test trawl
“Test trawl,” as used 1n thes sechon, means a trawl which 15
ot more than 16 feet along the corklme or 20 feet along the
lead hine or head rope. The length of trawls 15 the full mea-
sure of the extended met as 1m use or in possession on the
fishing grounds, when measured along the cork line betwesn
the points where the webbing 15 attached to the rope at either
end, and does not include the additional rope used for pulling
the net or attaching it to the arm-poles or trawl boards.

In federal offshore waters (EEZ), up to four trawls mayv be
used of any size, plus one test frawl.

Trawlng, skimming, and butterflymg 15 prohibited mm Lake
Mawrepas and that portion of Lake Ponfchartramm from the
shorehne to 1-1/4 miles out from the Jefferson/Orleans
Parish line east to South Point, from South Point to North
Shore along the railroad bndge west from North Shore to
Goose Point.

Trawhng, skimming, and butterflying are prolubifed betwesn
the railroad brnidge and Interstate 10 1n Lake Pontchartrain.
Mo person shall trawl, seine, or uze a skimmer net over any
privately leased bedding grounds or ovster propagaiing place
which 1= staked off marked, or posted as requred by law or
regulation.



Trawling at might 15 prohibited in the Cameron Pansh sec-
tions of Calcasien Lake, the Black Bavou system, Grand
Bayou, and Little Burtons Dhtch {all in the Calcasien Lake
area), and m Grand Lake and White Lake.

Use of skinnmer nets 15 prohibited at might m Caleasieu Lake:
however, skimmer nets may be used during day and night m
all areas of Cameron Parish west of the western shore of
Caleasien Lake.

Trewhng, skimming, and butterflying at night are prolabited
in Grand Lake and White Lake.

All commercial fishing with butterfly nets and trawls longer
than 16 feet 15 prolubited in Lake Charles, Moss Lake and
Pnen Lake.

Might shmping, between the howrs of one-half hour after
sunset to onme-half howr before summse, 15 prohibited m
Vermilion Bay, East and West Cote Blanche bays, and
Atchafalaya Bay fo the western shore of the Atchafalaya
Eiver and the Atchafalaya River Shap Channel out to Eugene
Island as deseribed by the inside-outside line m B S_ 56:495;
EXCEPT in the followmg area: In the waters of Southwest
Pasz at Marsh Island south of a hne drawn from the follow-
ing points: the most southeastward point of Southwest Pass
at 29 degrees 36 mimutes 47 seconds north latrtude, 92
degrees 00 mumutes 32 seconds west longitude east southeast
to the Green Light Channel Marker Humber 21 at 29 degress
36 mmutes 44 seconds north latitude, 92 degrees 00 minutes
21 seconds west longiude; thence northeast to a pomt locat-
ed at 29 degrees 37 minufes 34 seconds north latitude, 91
degrees 539 minutes 36 seconds west longitude; thence south-
east to the western shore of Big Charles Bayou at 29 degress
36 mmutes 43 seconds north latitude, 21 degrees 59 minutes
17 seconds west lonzitude.

Trawls and butterfly nets are prolubited in the waters of Bavou
Judge Perez (Bayou Hermitage) from its enfrance mto Lake
Judge Perez (Lake Hermutage) to Devils Bayou, a distance of
approximately one mile, located m Plaguemines Pansh.
Trewhng, skomming, or bufterflving north of the LA Highwray
631 brnidge at Des Allemands and 1n Lake Dies Allemands, 1=
streams and fnbutanes, 15 prolubited.

Taking shrimp with zalterater trawls from May | through Sept.
15 each vear 15 prohibited m state waters on the south ade of
Grand Isle from Cammada Pass to Baratana Pass m Jefferson
Parish, from the southeast side of the Canunada bndge to the
northwest side of Barataria Pass at Fort Livingston, extending
from the beach side of Grand Isle to a distance of 500 fest
beyond the shoreline mto the Gulf of Mexico.

Trewhng 15 prohibited in the cove immediately adjacent to
Cypremont Point State Park landward of 2 line from Blue
Point to Cypremort Point to the shoreline.

BUTTERFLY AND SKIMMER METS

Butterfly and skimmer nets with a mesh size less than 5/8-1inch
bar or 1-1/4 inches stretched mesh are prohibrted. Butterfhy
and skimmer nets cannot have a mesh size less than 3/4-inch
bar or 1-1/2 mches stretched mesh durng the fall mshore
shrnmp season from the western shore of Vermubon Bay and
Southwest Pass at Marsh Island to the Atchafalaya Fiver.

A single stationary butterfly net measunng more than 22 feet
vertically or horizentally, or double butterfly nets having
individual nets measwing more than 12 fest vertically or
horzontally are prolibited, unless double butterfly nets are
used on a vessel, in which case each mdividual net can mea-
sure no more than 12 feet verheally by 16 feet honzontally.
Mo person on a vessel shall use a double skimmer net having

an mdividual net frame more than 16 feet measured honzon-
tally or 12 feet measured wertically, or 20 feet measured
diagonally, or with a lead hne measuring more than 28 feet
for each net. Reinforcement framung attached to the pet
frame shall not be considered in determining the dimensions
of a double skimmer A skimmer or bufferfly net may be
mounted no more than 24 inches from the side of the vessal

Individual pets cannot be tied together. Operation of butterfly

and skimmer nets shall in po way mmpede nommal navigation.

Mo person shzall use sweeper devices, leads, extensions,

wings or other attachments in conpunction with or attached to

butterfly nets or skimmer nets.

Mo net or beam trawl used for taking fish or shnmp from the

saltwater areas of the state shall be left unattended as defined

m E.S. 56:8(141) except such legal nets or trawls which are

attached to a wharf at 3 camp and which are tagzed with an

LDWT tag 1ssued m conjunchon with the gear being wsed.

Fishing with a butterfly net shall be prolubited o inside

waters dunng the closed season.

Mo butterfly met or bottom net may be suspended from a pil-

ing, float, barge, raft, bridge, or shore installation in the

Figolets or Chef Menteur Pass or in those portions of Lake

Pontchartram or Lake Borgne which are within two mules of

the Rigolets or the Chef Menteur Pass. However, mn the Chef

Menteur Pass a properly licensed single butterfly net measur-

ing not more than 22 feet by 22 feet mav be suspended from

a wharf which has been approved by the US. Corps of

Engineers and which 15 attached to prvately owned or leased

mmmovable property, or to a structure that 15 ot attached to

prvately owned or leased property if the owner has pos-
sessed a permut for such stucture from the U.S. Corps of

Eng:n.eers prior to 1988, provided that the owner or lease-

holder 15 present on the immovable property or permitted

structure at all times that the net 15 m the water

Butterfly pefs may be used for the taking of shroimp in

Calcasien Lake, Caleasien Brver, Grand Bayouw, and Caleasien

Ship Channel, all within Cameron Parish only, in the daytime

and m the mighthime, dunng open seasons.

All butterfly nets located 1 East and West Passes of the

Caleasieu Fiver, in Grand Bayou and i Oyster Bayou, all

within Cameron Panish only, shall be tagged with a tag hsting

the fisherman's name, address and butterfly et license mom-
ber. This tag shall be attached to the net, frame or any other
structure or part dwectly attached to the net or frame in such

a manner that it 15 above the water af all tmes. This tag shall

be of readable size, easily visible and with letters at least 3

inches high and of approprniate width.

Mo person may operate a stafionary shrmp net withon 1,000

feet upstream from another stationary shrimp net that s

attached to or moored to a wharf or platform permutted by the

U.S. Army Corps of Engmeers. However, if ftwo permitted

wharves or platforms are located wathin 1,000 feet of each

other, the owner of the upstream wharf or platform may attach

a stationary shrimp net if any one of the followmg applies:

+ His permit from the 115, Army Corps of Engineers was
1ssued prior fo Aug. 15, 2004,

+ His permut from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers was
1ssued prier to the permit for the downstream wharf or
platform.

+ The owner of the downstream wharf or platform does not
operate a stabonary shnmp net.

A stafionary shrimp net 15 any net for takng shrnimp imecludmg

butterfly or skimmer net that 15 attached to the water bottom,

bank, or fixed stucture.
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+  When a butterfly net located m West or East Pass of the
Caleasien Eiver, in Onwster Bavou or m Grand Bayou, all
withm Cameron Panish, 15 not bemng fished, all of the followr-
mg shall apply:

* Anv object to which the net is attached or mounted soleby
for pwrposes of fishing, incheding but not bmated to any
unmanned boat or vessel, floating platform, pontoon, or
barge, shall be moved from the waterway and relocated
adjacent to the shorelme in 2 manner which shall not pres-
ent an obstruchion or hazard to navigation.

v Anv anchor or weight used to secure in the waterway the
net or any object to whach 1t i= attached or mounted soleky
for purposes of fishing, inchuding but not hmated to any
unmanned boat or vessel, floafing platform, pontoon, or
barge, shall be removed from the water bottom.

« Anyrope, hne, chain, or other device used to connect to the
shoreline the net and any object fo which it 15 attached or
mounted solely for puwrposes of fishing, includmg but not

SHRIMPER/CRAB TRAP INTERACTION

hmited to any unmanned boat or vessel, floating platform,
pontoon, or barge, shall be prolubited. However, the proku-
bition expressed herem shall not apply when such rope,
hne, cham, or other device 15 being used to secure, when
not in use, such net and any object to whach 1t 15 attached
or mounted adjacent fo the shorelne m a maomer which
shall not present an obstruchion or hazard to navigation.

» Any butterfly net, whether or not it 1s being fished, that 15
not marked for idenfification so that the person owning or
responsible for such net can be idenfified shall be consid-
ered contraband. Any agent finding the confraband butterfly
nef shall mmediately seize and take it mto custody and may
obtain from a judge of any cowrt m the pansh where the
butterfly net was found an ex parte order forferfing the con-
traband and ordenng its destruction. An LDWF Enforcement
Agent or an authonzed emploves who seizes items as pro-
vided m this paragraph 15 Immune from hability and from
suit for serzure and destruction of a butterfly net.

A shmmper who catches an unserviceable crab trap shall keep it on the vessel and properly dispose of if on shore. A shrimper that
catches an otherwise serviceable trap without a float shall retorn if to the water with 2 common float. A common float 15 defined as an

all-white plastic, one-gallon or larger bleach bottle.

COMMERCIAL OYSTERING

SEASONS

*  The Lomsiana Wildhfe and Fishenes Commission (LWEFC)
determines which public owster beds are open for fishing by
opening or closing the seazon as mological and techmcal data
indicate a need.

+  The season generally muns from the first Wednesday follow-
ing Labor Day in September through Apnl 30 of the follow-
ing year; however, there are often excephions to thus for cer-
tam seed grounds.

+ Mo public ground or reservation shall be fished for market
sacks untll the second Monday in October. Consult wwwowl]f,

The owner of an ovster lease or his designee with wmitten
permission, may fish oysters at any fime of year on their
lease, unless the leaze 15 under a2 Lowsiana Department of
Health and Hospitals (LDHH) elosure order.

The Commission shall fix the open seasen for commercial
taking of ovsters from Caleasien Lake and Sabime Lake,
which for Caleasien Lake shall begin on any date befween
Oct. 15 and Nov. 1 and shall end on Apnl 30 or on a date set

by the Commission.

la gov for the most recent mmformahon regarding ovster sea-
sons.

SIZE/POSSESSION LIMITS

NOTE: Aveas opened by the LFFC may, however, be clesad by
LDHH for health reazons. Information on clozed areas iz avail-
able from LDWF or from LDHH ar 1-800-256-2775 or new.dhh.
louiziana. gov

All orysters taken from public grounds for market sales mmst
be 3 inches or greater in length from hinge to mouth. A lasses
of provate ovster grounds mav be permutted fo fake under-
sized oysters from public grounds for bedding purposes only.
Size restmections do not apply to commercially harvested
oysters taken from a private lease.

Mot more than 25 sacks per boat per day may be taken from
Szbine Lake

Harvest limits in Caleasien Lake shall be set by the Wildlife
and Fishenes Commussion not to exceed 25 sacks of oysters
per day per licensed vessel
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+ Harvest from pnvate leases for commercial purposes 1s
+  Recreational ovster fishermen may harvest ovsters:
* In leased areas only with the written permission of the
lease holder;
+ In personally leased areas; and
* In areas open to the public for the harvesting of oysters,
but shall be hmated to two sacks per person (BL5. 56:424c)
per day for personal consumption.



METHODS OF TAKING

Crysters may be taken from public grounds by dredges, serap-
ers and tongs. Dvedges and serapers shall be no longer than
6 feet m width measured along the tooth bar. The dredge
teeth shall be no longer than 5 mches and there shall be no
more than seven dredges mn use on any one vesssl. Dredges
shall not be used m such a3 manner as to remowve excessme
non-living reef matenal with seed ovster loads or as to cause
physical destruction to the natural reefs.

The use of dredges m Calcasien and Sabine lakes 15 hmated
to 2 single hand dredge or a single scraper with mechanical
assist that has a tooth or flat bar of no more than 36 inches m

or Sabine Lake, shall be placed only on a vessel which has
an Cryster Seed Ground Vessel permut 1ssued. Such permmt
shall be 1ssued mn the name of the vessel owner and shall
1dentify the vessel permitted by ncludmg the state registra-
tion number or the 175, Coast Guard documentation mumber.
For more information, contact LDWF Manne Fishenes
Division at 225-763-2370.

Orysters from Caleasieu Lake mav only be taken by a person
holding a walid Calcasien Lake Ohyster Harvester Parmit.
Each person m charge of an ovster cargo wvessel shall pur-
chase an Chyster Cargo Vessel Permat The permut shall be

length. issued at a cost of $250 per vear for residents and $1105 per
+  Any oysters taken from the public natural reefs or the ovster vear for non-residents.
seed grounds or reservations, except those m Calcasien Lake

LEASES

+  Any person who qualifies and who desires to lease a part of the bottom of amy state waters shall present to the Secretary of the
Lowsiana Department of Wildlife and Fishenes a wnitten application and cash deposit of such amount as defermimed by LDWTE.

+  Lessees, under the supervision of LDWT, shall stake off and mark the lease water bottoms in order to locate accurately and fix the
lmmrts of the water bottoms embraced by each lease. Areas shall also be prominently marked with signs that state the lease number
and name or imhals of the lessee.

+  Orysters shall not be harvested from any unmarked lease.

RESTRICTIONS

+  Culling oysters, which 15 the act of dizcarding undersized oy=sters and/or non-lving reef matenal (e.g, dead shell, culteh material
ete.), shall be performed only on the open designated public grounds or on private leases on which the fisherman 15 authonzed to
take oysters. At no fime will the act of culling ovsters be permitted i areas closed to harveshing ovsters.

+  The taking of ovsters one-half hour afier sunset until one-half houwr before sunnse 15 prolubited.

s+ Orysters taken from the reefs of this state exther for sale or consumphon shall be landed in Lowmisiana, except persons in possession
of an out-of-state oyster landings permut may land ovsters taken from private leases only 1o any state.

+  Sacks or any other types of containers used fo hold oysters harvested in Lomisiana and placed in commerce must be tagged with a
tag 1ssued by LDWE. Tags mayv be obtammed by callmg LDWTF Licensing at 225-765-2898.

OYSTER HARVESTER LICENSE

»  Commercial fishermen harvesting or possessing ovsters in state waters must purchase an oyster harvester license, in addifion to
any and all bcenses ctherwise requured.

»  Commerecial fisherman harvesting oysters from the public oyster seed grounds or reservations, except those grounds of Calcasieu
and Sabine Lakes, are requred to possess a valid Public Cryster Seed Ground Vessel Perput Commercial fishermen harvesting
oysters from Caleasien Lake are required to possess a vabd Caleasieu Lake Onyster Harvester Permit.
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REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS

GENERAL

+ FEephle and amplibian regulations apply to lizards, snakes,
turtles, frogs, salamanders, and related species. They do nov
include alligarors.

+  Any person engaged in the sale, barter, or trade of native
reptiles and amplibians collected in Lowisiana must possess
either:

* Reptile and Amphibian Collector's License, or a
+ Reptile and Amphibian WholesaleBetail Dealer’s Licenza.

METHODS OF TAKING

*  Anyperson engaged in acqunng or handling, by any means,
native reptiles or amphibians for resale, or engaged in the
shipping or transporting of such reptiles or amphibians into
or cut of Louisiana must possess a Repiile and ibian
WhaolesaleFetail Dealer's License Act 376 of the 1997
Lowmsiana Legizlature exempts wholesale/retail seafood deal-
ers from thys heense.

+  Femoval of nesting or nest tending animals iz prohibited.

+  Traps nomst be checked danly.

+  Turtle traps mmst be placed 1n a manner that leaves enough
area above the waterlme to allow frapped turtles fo breath;
must be marked as “turtle trap,” and be constructed as a
horizontal, smgle-throated device.

* A commercial gear license 1= requured to operate a single-
throated hoop net or turtle frap.

SIZE/POSSESSION LIMITS

»  Possession of finfish while turfle tapping 15 prolubited.

»  Use of gasohne to flush ammals from kding places 15 pro-
hibited.

»  Natural cover such as stumps and logs may not be destroved
while searching for animals.

»  Frogs may be faken using any visible light and mechanical
devices known as frog catchers or with devices that puncture
the skin such as migs and spears.
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BULLFROGS (Rama carasbsiana) and

FIG FROGS (Ramna grylic)

*  May be taken year round except during the months of Apnl
and May where the season 15 closed throughout the state.

*  No person shall take or possess bullfrogs that are less than 3
nches mn length, nor take or possess pig frogs or grunters that
are less than 3 mehes in length. Length 15 measured from the
tip of the muzzle to the postenior end of the body between the
kind legs.

+  Exception: Frogs under the legal lengih mav be taken from
privately owned ponds or waters by the owner thereof or his
authonzed representative and may be sold for the purpoze of
stocking ponds or waters.
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ALLIGATOR SMAPFING TURTLES (Macroclemys temminckii)

+  Commercial Take: May not be sold nor caught for purposes
of commerce.

*  Recreational Take: Limit of one per day per boat or vehicle.

DIAMONDBACK TERRAPINS (Malaclemys terrapin)

Mav not be taken by trap of any kind and mav not be faken
between Apnl 15 - June 15, All ferrapins tzken must measure at
least & inches in length on the plastron (bottom shell plate).

BOX TURTLES {genus Terrapens)
IMay not be sold commercially; recreafional take and possession
shall not exceed four.

GREEN ANOLES (dnoliz carolinensiz)
May not be sold or purchased if less than 1-3/4 mches spout-vent
length or less than 5 inches overall length.

TURTLE EGGS
May not be taken except for those of the red-eared shider
(Trachemys scripta), wherever found.



REPTILE & AMPHIBIAN COLLECTOR'S LICENSE

+  Anyone gathenng reptiles and amphibians for sale must possess a Commercial Reptile and Amphibian Collector's License.

+  Allizators are excluded from this provision.

+ Al non-protected native reptile and amphibian species (frogs, turtles, hrards, salamanders, snakes, efc.), except alligators, can be
legally taken bv residents possessing a vahd recreational fishing license. For more mformation see "Reptiles and Amphibians"
sechon. Non-residents may purchase a “Three-day Reptile and Amphibian Wholeszle/Retal Dealer's License” that 15 vahd for three
consecullve days.

REPTILE & AMPHIBIAN WHOLESALE/RETAIL DEALER'S LICENSE

+»  Commercial dealers engaged in the buving, selling, acquining, or handling by any means any species of native rephile or amphib-
1zn in Lowsiana for resale, or shipping or transporting anv native repiile or amphibian mio or out of Lowsiana must possess a
Eephle and Amphibian WholesaleReatanl Dealer's License, Eephle and Amphibian Transport License or Seafood WholesaleFetal
Dealer's License and Seafood Transport Whelesale/Betall Dealer's License if appheable.

+  Whaolesale/retail seafood dealers are exempt from this Lhicense.

PROHIBITED REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS

The following species may not be taken or collected from the wald in Lowmsiana:
+  Tiger Salamander (Ambystoma Higrinum)

*  Southern Red Backed Salamander (Plethodon servams)
+  Webster's Salamander (Plethodon webstari)

*  Mud Salamander (Preudomiton montamnus)

+  Red Salamander (Pseudotriton ruber)

*  Creen Sea Turtle (Chelonia mydas)

*  Hawkshill Sea Turtle {Eretmochelys imbricata)

*  EKemp's Fadley Sea Turtle (Lapidochalys kempii)

*  Leatherback Sea Turtle (Dermochelys coriacea)

»  Loggerhead Sea Turtle (Carenta carera)

*  Gopher Tortoise (Gopherus polyphemus)

»  Finged Sawback Twrtle (Grapremys oculifera)

»  Dusky Gopher Frog (Rana sevosa)
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WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS & REFUGES

COMMERCIAL REGULATIONS FOR WMAs & REFUGES

COMMERCIAL FISHING

Permits are requred of all commercial fishermen using
Grassy Lake, Pomme de Temre, and Sprnng Bayou WhAs.
Dirag seines (except munnow and bait seines) are prolubited
EXCEPT expenmental bait semnes allowed on Dewey Wills
WMA north of LA 28 in diversion canal Commercial fishing
15 prohibited dunng regular waterfowl seasons on Grand
Bay, Silver Lake, and Lower Sunk Lake on Three Rivers
WA,

Commereial fishing 15 prolibited on SalvaderTimken,
Chuachita, and Poante-aux-Chenes WhiAs EXCEPT commer-
cial fishing on Pomte-aux-Chenes 15 allowed m Cutoff Canal

Mo commercial fishing activity shall mmpede navigation and
no unaffended wessels or barges will be allowed. MNon-
comphiance with permit regulations will result in revecation
of commereial fishing privileges for the penod the License 1s
15sued and one vear thereafter.

Commercial fishing 15 allowed on Pass-a-Loufre and
Atchafalaya Delta WMAs. *See Pass-a-Loutre heading for
additional commercial fishing regulation: regarding mullsr.
Commercial fishing i1s prolubited m the Limited Access
Areas on Pass-a-Loutre and Afchafalaya Delta WhAs= from
September to January each year

and Wonder Lake.

COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES

+  Except for heensed activifies otherwrise allowed by law, commercial activities are prohibited without 2 permit issued by the
Secretary of LDWE.

»  Mudboats or air-cooled propulsion vessels powered by more than 36 total horsepower are prohibated on Atchafalaya Delta, Bilowxi,
and Pass-a-Loutre Whids.

+  Camping and houseboat mooring allowed only in desiznated areas.

ELMER'S ISLAND WILDLIFE REFUGE

+  Commercial fishing, inchuding guide service, 1s CLOSED.

+  Access and use of Elmer's Island 15 only permitted 30 munutes before official sunnse to 30 mmutes after official sunset seven days
a week. However, the Secretary of LDWF may restniet any porhion of Elmer's Island whenever cireumstances exist such that restrie-
tions are necessary to protect the Refugze or to protect the public from barm.

Camping or overnight activities are not peroutted.

Mo glass contamers are permitted on Elmer's Island Wildlife Refuge.

The discharge or fire of any firearms, including murzleloaders, bows and amrows, or crossbows are not permitted.

Maxmum speed limit on the Island 15 5 MPH.

FORT POLK

Special regulations perfaimng to fishing are posted at specific lakes.

GRASSY LAKE

Commercial fishing permutted EXCEPT on Smith Bay, Fed River Bay, and Grassy Lake proper on Saturday and Sunday and dunng
waterfowl season. Permits available from area supervisor Spring Bayou Headquarters or Opelousas Field Office at 337-948-0255.

ISLE DERNIERES BARRIER ISLAND REFUGE

#  Isle Dermeres Bamier Islands Befuge (Wine, East, Tnnaty, Whiskey, and Raccoon Islands) 15 restricted to all public access except
for 2 3,000-linear feet by 500-linear feet recreational public use area on Trmity Island (borders western end of Califernia Camnal]).

+  Daly recreational fizhing is permitted in the public uze area.

»  Fishing from boats or wade fishing m the swf areas of the islands 15 allowed adjacent to restricted islands.
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OUACHITA

Commercial fishing CLOSED.

PASS-A-LOUTRE

Commercial fishing same as outside. Commercial mmullet fishing +  (adro Pass

open only m: *  Wnght Pass

+  South Pass *  Viveats Pass

+  Pass-a-Loutre +  Cognevich Pass

+  Morth Pass *» Blmnd Bay

+  Sputheast Pass +  Redficsh Bay

*  MNortheast Pass *  (Garden Island Bay

+  Denmis Pass +  Northshore Bay

*  Johnsen Pass *  East Bay {west of barmer 1zslands) and o1l and gas camals as
*  Loomis Pass desenbed on LDWT Pass-a-Loutre WA Map

POINTE-AUX-CHENES

+  Mighthme activifies are prolubited.
+  Commercial fishing 1= allowed m the Cut Off Canal and Wonder Lake.

POMME DE TERRE

» Commercal fishing peroatted Monday through Friday EXCEPT closed duning duck season.
*»  Commercizl Fishing Permits availzble from area supervisor, Opelousas Field Office, or Spning Bayou Headquarters.

ROCKEFELLER REFUGE, STATE WILDLIFE REFUGE & MARSH ISLAND REFUGE

+ Al commercial fishing and use of any commercial fishing gear on the refuge 15 prolibited.

*  Commercial fishing gear or ttawls shall not be permitted mn possession while parbeipating in sport fishing on the refuge.

+  Commercial fishing gear may be m possession for non-stop access dwectly across the refuge or safe harbor only. Mighthme activ-
ifies are prohibited.

SALVADOR

Commerciz] fishing and mghthme activities are prohibited.

SPRING BAYOU

*  Commercizl fishing permitted Monday through Frnday EXCEPT slat traps and hoop pets peroutted any day, and EXCEPT zill or
trammel nets or the take or possession of grass carp prohubited.

+  Permuts available from area supervisor or Opelousas Field Office at 337-948-02535.

» Commercial fishing CLOSED untl after 2 p.m. duning waterfowl ssason.
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BOATING INFORMATION

VOLUNTARY GULF OF MEXICO MARINE COMMUNICATIONS

PROTOCOL

The wvoluntary Gulf of Mexico (GOM) commmmications
protocol is an agreed comnmmications format that identifies
methods of notification, recommended frequencies, and gener-
ally accepted two-way marine VHE radio protocols. It is for use
in GOM Outer Continental Shelf areas and State Territorial
Waters adjacent to Texas, Lowisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama.

The objective is to provide a common voluntary marine
communications protocol for GOM resource users to use in
alerting parties that will be interacting in the same general area.
This protocol will provide a commoen commumication format for
notification and feedback berween offshore platform and rig
operators, and others in responding o the safety needs of all
GOM resources users.

Any vessel operator (commercial, for hire (charterhead-
boat), recreational fishermen, sport divers, and oil and gas con-
ractors and operators) proposing to approach either fixed or
floating dnlling, production and support facilities or oil and gas
ransporntation infrastructure should uilize the GO commmmi-
cations protoecol.

FROTOCOL

Amny vessel approaching either a fixed or fleating offshore
facility ‘with the intent of Iying to or remaining around {within
1,500 feet of) that facility for any purpose, should contact as far
in advance as practical that specific facility using a marine VHF
radio on Charnel No. 16. All offshore facilides are identfied
by signage that identifies the area. block, platform, and operator.

This protocol helps GOM offshore facility operators iden-
tify vessels approaching or moeorning and gives shared resource
UsErs a common commmmication tool. If vessels fail to establish
communications, a facility operator is faced with the task of
evaluating the vessel’s intent. Commumicadons will help opera-
tors miake a judgment on the activity and help assess if the ves-
sel poises a threar to the people or facilicy.

POTENTIAL HAZARDS TO FISHERMEN WHEN
FISHING AROUND OFFSHORE OIL AND GAS
FRODUCTION PLATFORMS

Most offshore fishermen target oil and gas production plat-
forms as their fishing locaton of choice. Pemoleum platforms,
commonly referred to as "rigs,” provide recreation for fisher-
men and scuba divers because they act as artificial reefs, anract-
ing and establishing aquatic communities, including highly
sought food and sport fishes. Also, offshore facilities serve as
navigation points for small marine craft. Manned facilides can
also provide a haven for small craft operators forced to abandon
their vessels during storms or following accidents.

Generally this interaction between fishermen and offshore
platform persornel takes place without incident. However, peri-
odically, a fisherman or scuba diver may be asked by pladorm
personnel to move to another location. This request 15 generally
made when certain potentially dangerons activities are taking
place onboard the plaform and is made for the safety of both
platform personnel and the fisherman.

Some of these potential hazards to fishermen occur when
cOnstIction of maintenance activides are underway. These
activities frequently require use of marine suppoert vessels that

limit access to the facility and require frequent movement and
the possibility for entan “'lEIEI.El'lt in anchor lines or mooring
hardware exists. Platform cranes making lifis can expose ves-
sels and personnel to dropped objects, and overhead work, such
as blasting, welding and buming, or paintng, can also poten-
tially expase people and equipment to falling debris and equip-
ment. These aclvity [ypes are easy 1o see and the request o
move is easily understood.

Some activides taking place on offshore platfiorms thar may
also be dangerous are not as easily seen, and therefore, a request
0 maove may be misunderstood. Actvities such as well perforat-
ing, poisonous gas releases (red flashing lisht) or emergency
shur downs that may require significant ventng or flanng may
nat be visible from the sea surface. Perforating activities require
elimination of radio Tansmissions to help prevent an inadver-
tent wiggening of the explosive charses. Gas releases, some of
which may be poisonous (red flashing light), have the potential
tor drift ro the water surface and envelop a vessel, where an open
flame or spark could set off the gas.

Therefore, if asked by platf»::rrm personnel to move to
another stucture, please understand the request is made for
your safety, the safety of the personnel on board the platform,
and the safety of the facilities. Please observe common COUTtesy
and move to another location.

EXAMPLE

Contact Request: "Eugene Island 313 A" Plaform, this is
MV Duck, MV Duck, on Channel 16"

Response: "Eugene Island 313 "A" back to MV Duck.
Switch to Chanmel] No. .

Follow Up on New Channel: "MV Duck back; we are 5
miles out and in route to your location for {offload-
ing, fishing, diving_ bird warching, etc.) and request assis-
tance in determmining your current facility stams.”
Recognition: "Eugene Island 313 "A” back, we have no
current marine maffic or hazardous operations but expect a
supply boat later today.” If the facility was planning opera-
tichis that might prechude safe positioning of marine craft or
if potentially hazardous lifing or well work is scheduled,
the operator would so inform the vessel.

Notification: "MV Duck back; we are a 25-foot sport fish-
erman out of Cocodre with a total of five people on board
and will approach vour location at 0900 hours and estimate
our stay at three hours.”

The approaching vessel has established contact, identified
its intent to approach or moor, its purpose, and estmared its
time of arrival and dme at location. The operator is now
alerted to the fact that the vessel is approaching with the
intent of being in the area and can validate actual activities
by visnally observing the vessel and iis crew.




