





VWNOo Manages Fisheries?

Because fish aren’t contained by political boundaries, state,
interstate, federal and even international authorities share fisheries
management responsibilities. They support and advise each other
and collaborate to ensure management is consistent across
jurisdictions. Consistency promotes better conservation, eases
enforcement and minimizes confusion for fishermen.

State Waters

In Louisiana, LDWF is responsible for managing fisheries out

to 9 nautical miles.The data collected by our biologists help
fishery managers and administrators make strategic management
recommendations to the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission. The Commission gathers public input, analyzes
LDWF’s recommendations and ultimately votes on how to achieve
sustainable fishery management goals and objectives.

Interstate commissions help coordinate management of fish stocks
that cross state boundaries, gathering scientific data and organizing
strategies across the member states. The Gulf States Marine

Fisheries Commission helps the 5 Gulf states standarize their data,
manage their interjurisdictional fish stocks and make science-based
management recommendations to state governors and legislatures.

Fishery Management Terms

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) — Federal water boundary

that extends to 200 nautical miles from state water boundaries. Managing fisheries sustainably is a dynamic process.We must

constantly and routinely adjust between what we learn from
science and how we need to modify human behavior to
respond to changes in the ecosystem and fish populations.

Fishery Management Plan (FMP) - A plan to achieve
specified management goals for a fishery. It includes data,
analyses, and management measures for a fishery.




Federal Waters

When anglers and commercial fishermen travel beyond
state boundaries they are subject to federal regulations

set forth by federal fishery managers.The Gulf of Mexico
Fishery Management Council and NOAA Fisheries are
responsible for monitoring and managing fishery resources
in Gulf federal waters (from state boundaries to 200 miles
offshore). The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act guides how federal fisheries are regulated
and how the regional fishery management councils should
operate.

Compliance and Enforcement

LDWF, NOAA Fisheries and U.S. Coast Guard enforcement
agents and officers ensure fishermen are complying with
the rules and regulations in place to help protect fish
stocks and their habitats. They use traditional enforcement
techniques such as patrols and investigations to catch
violators as well as simple outreach and education

to prevent illegal activities. The most common fishing
violations include fishing out of season, fishing in restricted
areas and exceeding catch limits.

Fisheries Management Resources

Louisiana Dept. of Wildlife and Fisheries
2000 Quail Drive

Baton Rouge, LA 70808
1-225-765-2800

www.wilf.la.gov

Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission
2404 Government Street

Ocean Springs, MS 39564
|-228-875-5912

www.gsmfc.org

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Mgmt. Council
2203 N. Lois Avenue

Suite 1100

Tampa, FL 33607

|-888-833- 1844

www.gulfcouncil.org

NOAA Fisheries

www.nmfs.noaa.gov

Responsible fisheries management isnt just the job of government entities. Many
fishermen in Louisiana are multi-generational fishermen who grew up learning about the
importance of conserving our valuable fisheries resources and Now tedch these responsible
narvesting practices to their children. Their dedication to the stewardship of our natural
resources ensures Louisiana’s legacy of great fishing and delicious seafood.



Balancing All Factors

Fisheries management must be based on sound biological
information about fish stocks, but must also consider
other environmental and socioeconomic criteria. At
LDWE we know that responsible management of our
fisheries must sustain our fisheries resources, the
ecosystems in which they live, and the people that
depend upon these resources.

It’s important to better understand the impacts of man-
made and natural factors on the broader ecosystem and
evaluate potential implications of management decisions
on the economy and our fishing communities.
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Did you know?

At LDWE, our work extends beyond fisheries research and
regulations. Alongside key partners, we work on a number of projects
to enhance our fisheries, from gear research and habitat restoration
to continuing education for our seafood industry and electronic
seafood traceability. For example, LDWF recently implemented vessel
monitoring systems and a pilot electronic time and temperature
reporting program for our oyster fishery. These two innovative
programs provide our managers and enforcement agents with
real-time understanding of fishing effort, improving our ability to
accurately monitor shell stock removal and compliance with FDA and
Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals regulations.

Certified Louisiana Seafood

It’s important for seafood buyers to support the seafood
industry who follow the many rules and regulations that
are part or our fisheries management framework. After all,
without the commitment of our harvesters and processors,
our management would be ineffective.
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WILD SEAF0OD
When seafood buyers see this logo on seafood packaging,
restaurant menus, or grocery seafood displays, they know
that the product is:

I. AUTHENTIC Louisiana seafood
2. From a responsibly managed, SUSTAINABLE fishery
3. TRACEABLE back to the harvester
4. Handled by TRAINED harvesters and processors
5.INSPECTED to ensure compliance
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Drop Us a Line

2000 Quail Drive
Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Ph. 225-765-2800
wilf.la.gov

Louisiana seafood is known around the world for the best taste, quality and variety. Not to mention, a world renowned reputation for our fisning. Rest as-
sured the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries actively protects our fish stocks so our seafood and fishing can be enjoyed by future generations



