
All life on Earth relies on the ocean— yet, the ocean is 95 percent 
unexplored, unknown and unseen by human eyes…

An essential component of the NOAA’s Office of Ocean Exploration and Research (OER) mission is 
to enhance ocean science literacy and to build interest in careers that support ocean-related work. 

The Okeanos Explorer Education Materials Collection was developed to encourage educators and 
students to become engaged in real time with the voyages and discoveries of the NOAA Ship Okeanos 
Explorer—America’s first Federal ship dedicated to Ocean Exploration. Join NOAA OER Facilitator 
Connie Leverett, as on Day One, you are introduced to Volume 1 of the Okeanos Explorer Education 
Materials Collection: Why Do We Explore? Participants will learn how to use standards-based lessons 
and other online resources that guide classroom inquiries into important reasons for ocean exploration 
including Climate Change, Energy, Ocean Health and Human Health. 

On Day 2, Ms. Leverett will introduce Volume 2 of the Okeanos Explorer Education Materials 
Collection: How Do We Explore? These standards-based lessons and online resources guide 

classroom discovery into the innovative exploration strategies, underwater robots and other ocean 
tools used onboard the NOAA Ship Okeanos Explorer. Topics include selecting sites for exploration 
in a largely unknown ocean, underwater mapping, and exploring the water column. Deep ocean 
exploration with remotely operated vehicles and telepresence technology that enables participation 
during ocean exploration missions from shore in real time is also addressed. 

Registration is required and space is limited. Educators attending both days will receive Volume 1 of 
the Okeanos Explorer Education Materials Collection, Why Do We Explore?, Volume 2 of the Okeanos 
Explorer Education Materials Collection, How Do We Explore?, other resources, a NOAA Ocean 
Exploration Certificate of Participation, continental breakfasts, and lunches. Educators who complete 
both Why Do We Explore? and How Do We Explore? will receive a $100 stipend. 

Registration Deadline is May 27, 2015

To register, contact Tricia LeBlanc at the Audubon Aquarium of the Americas
Phone: 504.378.2675 or E-mail: tleblanc@AudubonInstitute.org
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NOAA Ship Okeanos Explorer Education Materials Collection
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Top to bottom: The NOAA Ship Okeanos Explorer: America’s Ship for 
Ocean Exploration; composite multibeam image of Tom’s Canyon Complex; 
the control room aboard the Okeanos Explorer; prepping the CTD rosette; 
NOAA OER’s new ROV, Deep Discoverer.  All images courtesy NOAA. 
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