Spiderwort Family (Commelinaceae)

Rarity Rank: S2/G5
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State
Global

imperiled rare secure

Range: Eastern United States, with the exception of the New
England States and 1A, MI, MN, and WI

Recognition:
e Sturdy plant 0.5 to 1 m tall, stem with a somewhat zigzag 1.S. Peterson @ USDA-NRCS
pattern PLANTS Database
e Grass-like leaves (though more succulent than a grass) to 20 cm long
e Flowers with three petals, pale to deep blue, rarely white, about 1 to 1.5 cm long
e Sepals pubescent with glandular or non-glandular hairs, or both intermixed
e Leaf blades wider than the sheath, constricted to form a stalk-like (= subpetiolar) base

Flowering Time: May to September
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Wetland Indicator Status: 9 k@Y

Does not occur in wetlands anywhere in range

Habitat:
Extant Louisiana occurrences are all in rich soils
of salt domes hardwood forests. There is a
historical specimen from St. Landry Parish
apparently from a prairie terrace loess hardwood

forest. [ ] Parish
] [ | Coastal Zone
Threats: - Range in LA

e Unnatural rates of erosion

e Exotic plants and animals (e.g. wild hogs)

Beneficial Management Practices:
e Protect remaining salt dome hardwood forests
e Control exotic plants in higher quality salt dome forests, prior to them exhibiting “exotic
meltdown”
e Kill more wild hogs

LA River Basins: Atchafalaya, Mermentau, Vermilion-Teche,


http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/pdfs/experience/Explanation_Ranks.pdf
http://plants.usda.gov/wetinfo.html

J.S. Peterson @ USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database
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