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Eriochloa punctata - punctate cupgrass, Louisiana cupgrass   
Grass Family (Poaceae) 
 
Rarity Rank: S2/G5           

 
 
Range:  HI (exotic), GA, KS, LA, MD, TX; also tropical America 

 
Recognition:   

• Tufted perennial grass, 0.3 to 1 m tall 
• Lower stems often bent at nodes, decumbent and freely branching 
• Panicle narrow with many overlapping raceme-like branches 
• Nodes pubescent, leaf sheaths glabrous, leaf blades sparsely 

pubescent basally 
• Spikelets paired, lanceolate, 4 to 6 mm long, with apices short-

acuminate or acute 
• Fertile lemma possesses a stiff scabrous awn-like tip which is 0.6 to 

1.5 mm long 
 

Flowering Time:  May to September USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database / 
Hitchcock, A.S. (rev. A. Chase). 1950. 
Manual of the grasses of the United States. 
USDA Miscellaneous Publication No. 200. 
Washington, DC. 

 
Light Requirement:  Full sun 
 
Wetland Indicator Status: 

 FACW – usually in wetlands 
 

Habitat:  
Various wet disturbed areas on the coast with most 
records being from drainage ditches.  There is one 
record from a coastal prairie in Vermilion Parish.  

 
Threats: Unknown 
 
Beneficial Management Practices: Unknown 
 
LA River Basins:  

Pontchartrain, Barataria, Vermilion-Teche, 
Mermentau, Calcasieu, Sabine 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/pdfs/experience/Explanation_Ranks.pdf
http://plants.usda.gov/wetinfo.html
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e Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program 
Web pages at 
program

 

 
Specimen images courtesy of LSU Herbarium.  

 
 
 
 

 
References: 
Allen, C. M., D. A. Newman, and H. Winters. 2004. Grasses of Louisiana, 3rd ed. Allen's  

Native Ventures, LLC., Pitkin, LA. 374 pp. 
 
Diggs, G. M., B. L. Liscomb, M. D. Reed, and R. J. O'Kennon. , 2006. Illustrated Flora of  

East Texas. Vol. 1. Botanical Research Institute of Texas & Austin College. 1594 pp. 
 
Godfrey, R. K. and J. W. Wooten. 1981. Aquatic and wetland plants of the southeastern United States:  

Monocotyledons. University of Georgia Press, Athens, GA. 712 pp.          
 
NatureServe. 2007. NatureServe Explorer: An online encyclopedia of life [web application]. Version 6.2.  

NatureServe, Arlington, Virginia. Available http://www.natureserve.org/explorer

Funding provided by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and th
For more information, please visit our 

www.wlf.la.gov/wildlife/louisiana-natural-heritage-  or 225-765-2811 
www.BTNEP.org or 1-800-259-0869 

. 
 

USDA, NRCS. 2008. The PLANTS Database (http://plants.usda.gov). National Plant Data Center, Baton  
Rouge, LA 70874-4490 USA. 

 

http://www.natureserve.org/explorer
http://plants.usda.gov/

