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AGENDA 

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
BATON ROUGE, LA 
May 7, 2015 9:30 AM 

             
              
            PAGE 

   
1. Roll Call           
 
2. Approval of Minutes of April 2, 2015 
 
3. Commission Special Announcements/Personal Privilege 
 
4. To hear Enforcement Reports April 2015 
 
5. To hear an update on the Bogue Chitto Pearl River Hydrologic 

Restoration Project 
 
6. To Consider a Notice of Intent to modify Crappie Regulations 

on Eagle Lake 
 
7. To Consider a Declaration of Emergency setting the opening dates 

of the Territorial Sea and 2015 Spring Inshore Shrimp Seasons 
 
8. To Consider a Declaration of Emergency on Fisheries Closures 

due to the BP Oil Spill 
 
9. Set September 2015 Meeting Date 
 
10. Receive Public Comments 
 
11. Adjournment 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
      OF 

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
 

Thursday, May 7, 2015 
 
 
Vice Chairman, Dan Davis presiding 
 
Present: 
Dan Davis 
Ronny Graham  
Bart Yakupzack 
Ed Swindell  
Billy Broussard 
Chad Courville 
 
NOT Present: 
Pat Manuel, Chairman 
 
Secretary Barham was present 
 
Wendy Brogdon Called Roll  
 
Vice Chairman Davis called for a motion to defer approval of the April 2, 2015 Commission Minutes.  A motion to 
defer approval of the April 2, 2015 Commission Minutes was made by Commissioner Broussard and seconded by 
Commissioner Graham.  Vice Chairman Davis called for a vote and the motion passed with no opposition. 
 
  

 
For the agenda item, Commission Special Announcements/Personal Privilege, 
Secretary Barham provided an update to the Commission regarding the lawsuit, CCA vs. National Marine 
Industries, et al., currently pending, and further advised it is the Department’s intent to file an Amacus Brief in 
support of CCA’s position.  General Counsel Whitrock advised that the more parties supporting CCA’s position is 
beneficial to their case.  A motion to amend the agenda in support of the Department’s filing an Amacus Brief in 
support of CCA, was made by Commissioner Broussard and seconded by Commissioner Graham.  Vice Chairman 
Davis called for a vote and the motion passed with no opposition. 
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Vice Chairman Davis announced the next item, To Hear Enforcement Reports for April, 
to be presented by Lt. Col. Martin. 
 
There were Thirteen (13) boating accidents reported, Six (6) injuries and Two (2) Fatalities.  There were 847 total 
cases for the month of April with 367 Written Warnings issued and 29 Public Assistance. 
 
Three (3) News releases were discussed: 
 
Agents Make Drug Cases in Jefferson Parish 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Enforcement Division agents made three drug related cases from 
April 2 to 4 in Jefferson Parish. 
 
On April 2, agents observed a group of three men on Elmer's Island Refuge with glass bottles where they are 
prohibited. Agents found Dylan W. Melancon, 18, and Brett M. Rodrigue, 19, both of Golden Meadow, in 
possession of marijuana and drug paraphernalia. Agents also discovered Jhy M. Allison, 21, of Golden Meadow in 
illegal possession of drug paraphernalia and also cited him for having glass bottles. 
 
On April 3, agents observed a vehicle on Hwy. 1 in Grand Isle swerve several times over the center line. During the 
traffic stop, agents found the driver, Jeremy K. Buckner, 36, of Leesville, in possession of 24 packs of synthetic 
marijuana. He was charged with possession of marijuana with intent to distribute. The passenger, Michael L. 
Parrish, 39, of Leesville, was found to have an open alcoholic beverage. 
 
On April 4, agents observed a man fishing on Elmer's Island Refuge. Agents made contact with Andrew L. Smith, 
28, of Avondale, and found him in illegal possession of marijuana. Agents booked Smith into the Jefferson Parish 
Jail. 
 
Illegal possession of marijuana with the intent to distribute is a felony and brings a 10 to 50 year jail sentence and 
up to $50,000 in fines. Possession of marijuana and drug paraphernalia each carries up to a $500 fine and six 
months in jail. Possession of an open alcoholic beverage in a motor vehicle carries a fine up to $100. Having glass 
bottles on the Elmer's Island Refuge brings a $100 to $350 fine and up to 60 days in jail. 
 
Agents involved in the cases are Senior Agent Dale Wheat and Agent Lucas Hidalgo. 
 
Westwego Man Arrested for Crab Trap Theft 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Enforcement Division agents arrested a Westwego man on April 8 
for allegedly using stolen crab traps. 
 
Agents received a tip in mid-March about a man stealing crab traps on Lake Salvador in Lafourche Parish. On 
March 20, while patrolling the area LDWF agents observed Kurt Frickey, 29, utilizing stolen crab traps and 
possessing untagged crab traps. 
 
During the subsequent investigation, agents found Frickey utilizing 206 stolen crab traps that were stolen from 25 
different crab fishermen. 
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Agents obtained an arrest warrant in Lafourche Parish and were able to apprehend Frickey and book him into the 
Lafourche Parish jail for felony theft. 
Agents involved in the case are Lt. Joe Arnaud, Sgt. Bryan Marie and Senior Agent Dean Aucoin. 
  
Felony theft brings up to a $3,000 fine and up to five years in jail. Utilizing stolen crab traps and possessing 
untagged crab traps each carries a $900 to $950 fine and up to six months in jail. 
 
Nine Subjects Cited for Oyster Violations in Terrebonne Parish 
 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) Enforcement Division agents cited nine subjects in 
Terrebonne Parish for alleged oyster violations on April 8. 
 
Agents patrolling in Hell Hole Bayou spotted several vessels and crewmembers harvesting oysters in an 
unapproved area. 
 
Agents made contact with the occupants and cited Jolio C. Garcia, 30, Omar Ever Aviles Gomez, 28, Daniel M. 
Sanchez, 21, Francisco Arnulfo Ruiz Maradiaga, 34, all from Houma; Hermilo G. Luria, 25, Mario G. Lara, 37, Carlos 
T. Gonzaga, 30, Francisco A. Tenoria, 30, all from Gray; and Eduardo L. Alejo, 27, from Theriot, for harvesting 
oysters from an unapproved polluted area and unlawfully taking oysters off a private lease without written 
permission. 
 
The agents seized the dredges and returned 115 sacks of oysters to the water. Agents also seized the vessels on a 
department seizure order. 
 
Taking oysters from an unapproved polluted area brings a $900 to $950 fine and up to 120 days in jail. Taking 
oysters from a private lease without permission carries a $400 to $950 fine and up to 120 days in jail. The men 
could also have their oyster harvester licenses revoked by the department for up to one year. The violators could 
also be sentenced to perform 40 hours of community service and only be allowed to harvest oysters from a vessel 
with a vessel monitoring device for up to one year. 
 
The agents participating in the case are Sgt. Bryan Marie and agent Richard Bean. 
 
Commissioner Swindell asked how many vessels were involved and Lt. Col. Martin responded he believed there 
were four vessels involved.   
 
There were no other comments or questions heard. 
 
  

 
Vice Chairman Davis announced the next item, to hear an update on the Bogue Chitto Pearl River Hydrologic 
Restoration Project, to be presented by Tim Ruth. 
 
Tim Ruth provided an overview to the Commission regarding the recent restoration project. 
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A PowerPoint presentation was presented. 
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Authorized by River and Harbor Act 1935 
To provide 7 foot minimum navigation from river mouth to Bogalusa  
Included channelization of the W. Pearl River, construction of a 20 mile parallel canal, two low head sills, one 
spillway, and 3 navigation locks 
 
 

 
Lock 1 
River Mile 28.5 
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65 Feet Wide X 310 Feet Long 
 
 

 
Bogue Chitto Sill 
250 Feet Long 
Pools Bluff Sill 
350 Feet Long 
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Pearl River Navigation Canal Project 
Currently considered in caretaker status by USACE 
Has not been fully functional in over 30 years 
Last recorded barge movements in 1991 
 

 
Aquatic Species Affected 
Twenty species of migratory fish are affected 
Includes the federally listed threatened Gulf sturgeon 
Mature sturgeon migrate upstream to spawn 
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Important Forage Species 
Alabama shad 
Gizzard shad 
Threadfin shad 
Skipjack herring 
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Threadfin Shad 
 
 

 
Alabama Shad 
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Striped Bass 
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Avian Predators 
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Restricted  Boating, Fishing, and Hunting Access 
Pearl and BogueChitto Rivers flow through over 80,000 acres of publically owned and managed lands  
Bogue Chitto NWR, Pearl River WMA, Old River WMA 
 

 

 

 
Public Safety Hazard 
Fatalities at both Pools Bluff and Bogue Chitto River Sills 
2 Fatalities at the Bogue Chitto Sill in 2011 
2 Fatalities at the Bogue Chitto Sill in 2015 
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Discussion followed Tim Ruth’s presentation and Commissioner Swindell asked what is a solution - Tim Ruth 
responded that since the sills were originally put in place for navigation and to maintain the pool levels.  Vice 
Commissioner Davis advised that there have been four deaths in the last several years and asked how can be 
prevent any more in the future.  Tim Ruth advised that when the water is low, there is not much of a threat 
because the level on the downside is equal to the upstream side.  Problems occur when boats get caught in a 
hydraulic roll due to high water.  Mark Schexnayder advised that the Department is working with Senator David 
Vitter to remove the sills. 
 
There were no other comments or questions heard. 
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Vice Chairman Davis announced the next item, to consider a Notice of Intent to modify Crappie Regulations on 
Eagle Lake, to be presented by Randy Myers. 
 
Mr. Myers informed the Commission members about proposed Crappie regulation changes for Eagle Lake. 
 
A PowerPoint presentation was presented. 
 
The recreational daily limit and total length limit for black crappie (Pomoxis nigromaculatus) and white crappie 
(Pomoxis annularis) on Eagle Lake located east of the Mississippi River in Madison Parish, Louisiana shall be as 
follows: 
(1) The recreational daily creel limit shall be thirty (30) fish, in the aggregate.   
(2) The minimum total length limit shall be eleven (11) inches.  
The proposed rule shall become effective October 1, 2015 provided identical minimum total length limit and daily 
creel regulations by the Mississippi Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks Commission are implemented.  
The proposed rule will expire four (4) years from its effective date or if  Mississippi Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks 
Commission fails to maintain identical regulations for Eagle Lake at anytime during the 4 year period.  
 

 
 
Randy Myers advised that it takes a long time to travel to Eagle Lake and 99 % of the anglers are from the State of 
Mississippi.  Mississippi agreed to implement regulations for a 3-year period and their regulations will have a 
minimal impact on Louisiana anglers.  The overall goal is to have similar regulations on shared waters. 
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Commissioner Broussard asked whether we are consistent across the border and Randy Myers advised that we 
are not.  Commissioner Yakupzack asked whether there were any enforcement issues because the limits are 
different and Mr. Myers responded that this is not a big issue.  Commissioner Yakupzack asked whether this might 
be a problem for Louisiana anglers, and Mr. Myers advised there was no opposition.  Mike Wood also noted that 
the Department has done extensive surveys on crappie 
 
There were no other comments or questions heard 

 
A motion for approval was made by Commissioner Broussard and seconded by Commissioner Graham.  Vice 
Chairman Davis called for a vote and the motion passed with no opposition. 
 
 

 
 (The full text of the Notice of Intent is made a part of the 
record) 
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NOTICE OF INTENT 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

 

Pursuant to the authority of Louisiana Revised Statutes, Title 56, Sections 6(25)(a), 325(c) and 326.3, the 

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby advertises its intent to modify the current crappie 

regulations on Eagle Lake, Madison Parish, Louisiana.  The new daily take and size regulations will be 30 

fish per person with an 11 inch minimum length limit. 

Title 76 

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII.  Fish and Other Aquatic life 

Chapter 1.  Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing 

§xxx. Crappie Regulations - Eagle Lake 

A. The recreational daily limit and total length limit for black crappie (Pomoxis nigromaculatus) 

and white crappie (Pomoxis annularis) on Eagle Lake located east of the Mississippi River in Madison 

Parish, Louisiana shall be as follows: 

(1) The recreational daily creel limit shall be thirty (30) fish, in the aggregate.   

(2) The minimum total length limit shall be eleven (11) inches. 

B. This rule shall become effective October 1, 2015 provided identical minimum total length limit 

and daily creel regulations by the Mississippi Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks Commission are implemented.      
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C. This rule will expire four (4) years from its effective date or if  Mississippi Wildlife, Fisheries 

and Parks Commission fails to maintain identical regulations for Eagle Lake at anytime during the 4 year 

period.   

D.  Upon completion of the 4 year period, a crappie population stock assessment and crappie 

angler opinion survey will be conducted to allow for a comprehensive evaluation of the regulation for 

future management recommendations.   

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56: 6(25) (a), 325(c) and 326.3. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Wildlife 

and Fisheries Commission, LR 41: xxx (xxx 2015). 

 

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all 

necessary steps on behalf of the Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and final 

rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the fiscal and economic impact statement, the filing of the 

notice of intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and correspondence to other agencies of 

government.  

In accordance with Act No. 1183 of 1999, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and 

Fisheries Commission hereby issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding Notice 

of Intent.  This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B). 

Interested persons may submit written comments relative to the proposed rule to Randy Myers, 

Director, Inland Fisheries, P.O. Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000, prior to July  2015. 

Edwin Manuel 

Chairman 
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Vice Chairman Davis announced the next item, to consider a Declaration of Emergency setting the opening dates 
of the Territorial Sea and 2015 Spring Inshore Shrimp Seasons, to be presented by Marty Bourgeois. 
 
Mr. Bourgeois informed the Commission members about proposed Declaration of Emergency as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
LOUISIANA ESTUARINE BASINS 
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After the presentation, the floor was opened for public comments regarding the opening of shrimp season for 
2015, and the following individuals came forward: 
 
Mr. Justin Chouest advised he is from Franklin, LA and has been in the shrimp business for over 40 years.  He 
supports opening shrimp season for the entire state on one date.   
 
Mr. Jimmy Dupre from Erath, LA advised that he has been a shrimper for over 58 years and stated that we need to 
get a better market value for our shrimp.  He supports holding off opening until the end of May, preferably 
May  27, 2015.   
 
Mr. Barry Rogers in from Terrebonne Parish and prefers a statewide opening, preferably on May 18, 2015.   
 
Mr. Timothy Chouest from Erath advised he prefers getting rid of different opening dates and open the season, 
statewide, on one date.  Mr. Chouest further stated that he believes different dates draw too many boats and he 
would like to see Vermilion Bay open with a later date.   
 
Mr. Terry Laparouse from Chauvin, LA said he prefers the season open on May 11, 2015 and he typically trolls the 
waters in Terrebonne and Chauvin.   
 
Mr. Dean Blanchard from Grand Isle spoke and prefers opening the season on May 25. 
 
Vice Chairman Davis advised that he has spoken to ten different groups in the Terrebonne area and they prefer a 
statewide opening. 
 
Secretary Barham advised that we saw the passing of an era today and mentioned that both Marty Bourgeois and 
Mike Wood will be retiring in the near future.  He praised their long-term service and dedication to excellence and 
we wish both gentlemen well in their retirement.  
 
There were no other comments or questions heard. 
 
A motion for approval was made by Commissioner Broussard and seconded by Commissioner Graham to set the 
opening dates of the Territorial Sea and 2015 Spring Inshore Shrimp Season on Monday, May 18, 2015 and on a 
statewide basis.  Vice Chairman Davis called for a vote and the motion passed with no opposition. 
 

 
 (The full text of the Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record) 
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DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY 

 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

 

Spring Shrimp Season Opening Dates  

May 7, 2015 

 

 In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 of the 

Administrative Procedure Act which allows the Wildlife and Fisheries 

Commission to use emergency procedures to set shrimp seasons and R.S. 

56:497 which provides that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall 

fix no less than two open seasons each year for all or part of inside 

waters and shall have the authority to open or close outside waters 

and to increase the minimum mesh size provided in R.S. 56:499 for any 

trawl, skimmer net, or butterfly net for the duration of any special 

shrimp season or regular shrimp season extension, the Wildlife and 

Fisheries Commission does hereby open the 2015 Spring Shrimp Season in 

state inside waters at 6:00 am Monday, May 18 as well as in that 

portion of state outside waters extending 3 nautical miles seaward 

from the shoreline from the Atchafalaya River Ship Channel at Eugene 

Island as delineated by the Channel red buoy line westward to the to 
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the western shore of Freshwater Bayou Canal at -92 degrees 18 minutes 

33 seconds west longitude. 

The Commission also hereby grants authority to the Secretary of 

the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to delay or advance these 

opening dates if biological and technical data indicate the need to do 

so, and; to close any portion of Louisiana's inside waters to protect 

small juvenile white shrimp if biological and technical data indicate 

the need to do so, or enforcement problems develop.  The Secretary is 

further granted the authority to open any area, or re-open any 

previously closed area, and to open and close special shrimp seasons 

in any portion of state waters.   

      Dan Davis 

      Vice-Chairman 
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Vice Chairman Davis announced the next item, to consider a Declaration of Emergency on Fisheries Closures due 
to the BP Oil Spill, to be presented by Marty Bourgeois. 
 
Mr. Bourgeois informed the Commission members about proposed Declaration of Emergency as follows: 
This Declaration of Emergency extends the Declaration of Emergency that has already been set in place for the 
upper portion of Barataria.  Provides a 100 yard buffer – Bay Jimmy and Bay Baptiste  
 
There were no comments heard 
 
A motion for approval was made by Commissioner Broussard and seconded by Commissioner Graham 
Vice Chairman Davis called for a vote and the motion passed with no opposition. 
 

 
 (The full text of the Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record) 
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DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY 

 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

 

Recreational and Commercial Fisheries Closure 

May 7, 2015 

 

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 of the 

Administrative Procedure Act, which allows the Wildlife and Fisheries 

Commission to adopt rules on an emergency basis when delay would 

result in imminent peril to the public health, safety, or welfare; and 

under the authority of R.S. 56:6.1, the Wildlife and Fisheries 

Commission hereby closes all recreational and commercial fishing, 

effective immediately May 7, 2015 in the following waters:  

Those state inside waters located in the upper Barataria Basin 

and extending a distance of 100 yards from any shoreline and north of 

29 degrees 26 minutes 00 seconds north latitude and south of 29 

degrees 29 minutes 00 seconds north latitude from -89 degrees 50 

minutes 00 seconds west longitude westward to -89 degrees 57 minutes 

00 seconds west longitude.  
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The Commission hereby grants authority to the Secretary of the 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to open, close, reopen-reclose, 

broaden or otherwise modify the areas closed and opened to fishing if 

biological, environmental and technical data indicate the need to do 

so, or as needed to effectively implement the provisions herein.  

Edwin “Pat” Manuel 

      Chairman 
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Vice Chairman Davis announced the next item, to set the September 2015 Meeting Date  
A discussion took place and the meeting is set for September 3, 2015.   
A motion for approval was made by Commissioner Broussard and seconded by Commissioner Graham.  Vice 
Chairman Davis called for a vote and the motion passed with no opposition. 
 
 
Vice Chairman Davis announced the next item, To Hear Public Comments,  
 
 
There were no other comments heard.    
 
 
There being no further business, Vice Chairman Davis Adjourned the meeting 
 
 
 
_____________________ 
Dan Davis, Vice Chairman 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	Commissioner Swindell asked how many vessels were involved and Lt. Col. Martin responded he believed there were four vessels involved.
	There were no other comments or questions heard.

