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LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

October 6, 2016

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Yakupzack: Good

morning. Welcome to the Louisiana Wildlife
and Fisheries Commission meeting for
October 6, 2016. I'd like to call this meeting to
order, I'd like to ask Commissioner Manuel to
lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioner Manuel: Please join with me. [
pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States
of America and to the republic for which it
stands, one nation under God, indivisible with
liberty and justice for all.

Chairman Yakupzack: Ms. Thomas, will you
please call the roll?

Angela Thomas: Bart Yakupzack,
Chairman Yakupzack: Here.
Angela Thomas: Chad Courville.
Commissioner Courville: Here.
Angela Thomas: Bill Hogan.
Commissioner Hogan: Here.
Angela Thomas: Pat Manuel.
Commissioner Manuel: Here.
Angela Thomas: Bobby Samanie.
Commissioner Samanie: Here,
Angela Thomas: Jerri Smitko.
Commissioner Smitko: Here.
Angela Thomas: Al Sunseri.

Commissioner Sunseri: Here.

Angela Thomas: Mr. Chairman, there are 7
Commissioners in attendance. We have a
quorum. Secretary Melancon is also present
today.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you, Mrs.
Thomas. Agenda Item No. 4: Adoption of July
7th, 2016; August 4th, 2016; and SePtember 1st,
2016 Commission Meeting Minutes'.

Commissioner Courville: Move to approve,
Commissioner Hogan: Second.

Chairman Yakupzack: Motion by Commissioner
Courville to adopt said minutes and a second by
Commissioner Hogan. Any question or
discussion? Any public comment? All those in
favor?

All; Yea.

Chairman Yakupzack: Any opposed? Hearing
no opposition, motion carries. Agenda Item
No. 5: Commission's Special Announcements,
Personal Privilege. Agenda Item No. 6:
Enforcement Reports for September

2016.% Captain Skena.

Captain Skena: Good morning, Mr, Chairman
and members of the Commission. For the
month of September, we had 12 boating
incidents, 0 injuries and 5 fatalities. 492 written
citations, 248 written warnings and 36 public
assists. Inside your folder there are some news
releases from some noteworthy cases that were
made last month. Here are synopsis of those
cases. Agents were responding to complaints of
taking oysters from polluted areas near Bayou
Terrebonne. They observed two subjects
harvesting oysters in an area designated as
closed to oyster harvesting by the Department of
Health and Hespitals. Eleven sacks of oysters
were returned to the water and the vessel used
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was seized under Department seizure order, In
addition to the criminal findings, subject faces
40 hours of community service, oyster harvester
license revocation for up to 1 year and only
allowed to harvest oysters from a vessel
equipped with a vessel monitoring system. A
month-long investigation by the Enforcement
Division resulted in the arrest of a Denham
Springs man for conducting an illegal hunting
guide service on Joyce Wildlife Management
Area in Tangipahoa Parish. Agents aiso
determined that the subject was placing alligator
lines and capturing alligators on private lands in
Tangipahoa Parish without the landowner's
permission. The subject was cited for not
abiding by alligator hunting rules and
regulations, not abiding by wildlife management
area regulations, taking alligators from
unapproved areas, possession of illegally taken
alligators, improperly tagging alligators,
criminal trespass and obstruction of justice. The
maximum penalty for these charges is
$15,150.00 and approximately 6 % years in
prison. Enforcement agents arrested a South
Carolina man for guiding a chartered fishing trip
without a non-resident charter guide license in
St. Bernard Parish. Agents received several
complaints about an illegal guide service and
observed postings on social media advertising
charter trips in the Delacroix area. Agents were
able to determine that the subject conducted a
guided fishing trip for profit and seized four red
drum which were later donated to a local
charity. This concludes the enforcement report,
unless there are any questions.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you, Captain
Skena.

Commissioner Samanie: [ have one question,
Chairman Yakupzack: Oh, excuse me.

Commissioner Samanie: Captain Skena, at what
point would, like in the seafood business when
we process shrimp and everything and we go
through all this stuff with the FDA for bio-
terrorism, if someone's knowingly catching

polluted oysters and putting them on the market,
wouldn't that fall under that federal guideline?

Captain Skena: Actually, you're going to have to
get that conviction first.

Commissioner Samanie: Okay. Thank you.
Chairman Yakupzack: Yes, sir.

Chairman Yakupzack: Agent Item No.

7: Receive Report on Delinquent and/or Non-
Filed Notices of Intent and Declarations of
Emergency and Discussion of Commission
Actions to be Considered. Ms. Angela Thomas
of the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and
Catherine Brindley of the Office of State
Register.

Angela Thomas: Good morning. I'm Angela
Thomas. I've met most of you. I'm your new
commission secretary. I am happy to be of
service and | look forward to serving you and to
earning your trust. This presentation is to update
the Commission on rule-making decisions of the
Commission that we have recently learned
require your attention. 1 have been diligently
working to investigate the status of your
business with the help of Ms. Brindley. She is
the Editor of the State Register, who is also here
to answer any questions that you may have with
regard to the list of items that I have to report
today. Just going through the records, I have
found several Declarations of Emergency and
Notices of Intent that were not published in the
State Register, I'm just going to go through
them. These are mostly fisheries related. I'm
Jjust going to go through them by the different
categories. First, finfish, Commercial LCS. 1
think that's - I'm looking for Harry. I think
that's —

Jason Adriance: Coastal shark.

Angela Thomas: Thank you. Coastal shark
closure, May 2015. It modified the season by
Secretarial action. It was not published in the
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State Register. The Shark Harvest Regulations
Notice of Intent that was approved by
Commission in December 2015. The
Declaration of Emergency was published in
February 2016 but the Notice of Intent was
never published. The GHA — Jason, what does
that mean? [ don't know. The Recreational
Season Closure that was modified by Secretarial
action was not published and also the
Triggerfish Recreational Season Closure was
also not published. Those were signed in July
2016 but they were not published

properly. Shrimp, the Fall In-Shore Shrimp
Season Opening Dates that was passed by
Commission action August 4, 2016, that was not
filed. So that is something that I will need for
the Commission to take action on again today, to
ratify and approve again today, so that is an
action item that [ will need for you guys to take
today. And then for oysters, there were several
Declarations of Emergency that were never
published. Declarations of Emergency that were
not published at all from the 2015 season. And
then also going back and looking into
Declarations of Emergency that were

filed. They were filed but they were filed so
delinquent that the seasons had already
completely run. The seasons had taken place,
they had run their course. They had already
closed. I have a list of them but I don't really
know that you want me to go through that

list. And then there were summary reports that
were not filed that resulted in rule promulgation
not taking place on time and resulted in issues
with Enforcement. One was the Notice of Intent
to Modify the Black Bass Regulations on the
Sabine River between Toledo Bend Dam and
Interstate 10. It was filed with the register in
May 2016. The timeline, the Rule should have
been promulgated and set up so that the Rule
was in force for September 1, 2016 but it was
not and when [ took over the secretary duties,
realized that the summary report required by the
APA had not been filed. I filed the summary
report on September 12th but we had to make
adjustments administratively so that there were
no issues with enforcement since the Rule was
not in place timely. There was also another

summary report that had been prepared and
submitted to, um, submitted in-house for filing
but it was not filed and the final rule was to be
published in September. But because the
summary report had not been filed that rule was
not published. So I submitted that on September
12th and [ think that rule will be published
October. Do you think we can get it done in
October? So, to date, everything that | have
been able to do, everything that has been done,
['ve been able to do administratively in-

house. In your packets today, you have the gag
season and gag and black grouper size limit's
Modified or Amended Notice of Intent. And
you also have a Declaration of Emergency that
needs Commission action to approve that Notice
of Intent and for signature by the

Chairman. That will be filed. It will run for 30
to 45 days. It will have another public comment
period and then it will be filed in the potpourri
section?

Catherine Brindley: Correct.

Angela Thomas: And a summary report will be
filed with the Legislative Oversight

Committee. And then that rule will be
promulgated as normal. The Declaration of
Emergency is having to be extended to provide
for this extra time needed, so we have a new
Declaration of Emergency to be acted on as
well. And then the Fall In-Shore Shrimp Season
Opening Date that should've been acted, I'm
sorry, that was acted on in August but not filed
properly, we need to have Commission action on
that again, as well, to ratify, re-amend, or
confirm, rather, that Declaration and have that
signed again by the Chairman so that can be
filed to open the Shrimp Season for Fall In-
Shore Opening. And I just want to tell you I'm
still working through the files. I'm still
researching, still investigating filings and, as |
find things, I may have additional items that 1
need you to work with me on, work with the
Department on to —

Commissioner Manuel; Mr, Chairman.
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Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Manuel.

Commissioner Manuel: What's the process, the
protocol, whatever it is? Do you just send it by
email to the office?

Angela Thomas: I send by email the Word
version of the Declaration of Emergency with an
Insertion Order with a cover letter to the State
Register the

Commissioner Manuel: So maybe it's the State
Register didn't do it then? Is that possible?

Angela Thomas: No, not all.
Commissioner Manuel: Oh that's —
Angela Thomas: Not at all.

Commissioner Manuel: You don't make any
errors, huh?

Catherine Brindley: You know, we're not here
to talk about my errors.

Commissioner Manuel: Well -
Catherine Brindley: But what [ am here to -

Commissioner Manuel: What's happening
though is she's accusing the Department of some
errors, and I don't know that I'm ready to accept,
you know, automatically that it's not something
wrong with the process,

Secretary Melancon: Mr, Chairman, if I could.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner. | mean,
I'm sorry, Secretary Melancon.

Secretary Melancon: Mr. Manuel, maybe let
them finish and Ms. Brindley explain what our
problem was. I think after that you'll get a better
understanding.

Commissioner Manuel: All right.

Angela Thomas: I'll let Ms. Brindley explain. 1
don't want to, uh, go into the things that 1 found
in-house that were — I'll let Ms, Brindley take the
- You can handle that, Ms. Brindley.

Catherine Brindley: Well, it looks like it was
bad news. But there's good news, because we're
going to work with you guys. Unfortunately, we
can't help you with things that we don't see and
things that we don't receive or we don't get. Not
only does our entity receive your Emergency
Rules and Notices of Intent, the House and
Senate do, as well, along with a Notice of
Intent. The Fiscal Office will receive it. Your
Emergency Rules, the Attorney General will
receive it and the Office of the Governor will
receive it. We all work in conjunction with each
other. When one entity receives something,
somebody else doesn't. We're all well

aware. And they look at the Register every
month to make sure it coincides with every
delivery that we have. But we're going to work
with you guys. We're going to get these things
done, Don't worry. From here on out, we're
going to be here to help you. We didn't help
because we didn't know that the problem, you
know, these problems existed. But we can. And
the Notices of Intent that you have out there,
we've already worked with Angela, She
submitted the summary reports. The House and
Senate are well aware of what's going on. We're
going to backtrack 2 days and give you guys an
extra 2 days to turn those in as Rule, just
because it's in the best interests of the State to do
so. But we're here to help you, not worry about
what was done or what wasn't done. But we're
going to help you guys get it back on the right
track. And you guys, we're — you know, we're
here to help. But I don't think there's any
accusations or anything. It's just if a paper
wasn't filed, it just wasn't filed. We're going to
make sure it's filed now. And we're going to
make sure it gets to all the entities it does need
to get to, and we're going to make sure that
you're in accordance with the APA. We're
following everything,
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Commissioner Manuel; Thank
you. Mr, Chairman,

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Manuel.

Commissioner Manuel: Do we have to revote on
these things? Does that mean that the shrimpers
who shrimped without the Notice of Intent broke
the rules or the whatever, all of the Notices of
Intents were?

Catherine Brindley: We print without regard to
validity.

Commissioner Manuel: I’m sorry.

Catherine Brindley: [ said, we print without
regard to validity, so I'm not here to say whether
anything's valid or not. As a matter of fact, |
refuse to say whether anything is valid or not.

Commissioner Manuel: Colonel, what
happened? What happens?

Catherine Brindley: It's a procedural thing and,
you know —

Secretary Melancon: Mr. Manuel, there is that
exact potential.

Commissioner Manuel: I can't — [ can't hear you.

Secretary Melancon: There is that exact
potential.

Commissioner Sunseri; Mr, Chairman.
Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Sunseri.

Commissioner Sunseri: Thank you,

Mr. Chairman, A question to counsel. Can we
take all these up right as one and move it
forward so we can move on to the next agenda
item? Or do we have to take them up
individually? Can we take it all up as one and
move whatever actions are necessary to take?

Yolanda Martin: [ think you need to take them in
groups, the DEs and the NOIs. [ think you can
do those in globo by each category and move on
quickly through the agenda.

Chairman Yakupzack: If there is housekeeping
to be done by this Commission to make sure the
Department's back in good standing, then let's
take it on an item-by-item basis and just, if you
will, explain what's wrong and why we need
action. Because as [ understand, two of the DEs,
the ones with regard to triggerfish and to
amberjack -

Angela Thomas: Right. There's only one DE
and the Amended NOI that need Commission
action. Everything else has been handled within
the department.

Chairman Yakupzack: Okay, so, uh, what's the
first NOI that needs action?

Angela Thomas: The first NOI that needs action
— well, the Declaration of Emergency and an
amended Notice of Intent to modify the gag
season and increase the gag and black grouper
size limit. It's Agenda Item No. 8. But there's
also the Declaration of Emergency for Fall In-
Shore Shrimp Season opening dates. That's not
an agenda item. 1 just got it last night. So, that's
one that will need to be added. Oh, you got

it? Okay.

Patrick Banks: No, | don't have it but I'm going
to give a little clarity here. The only item that
you can legally take action on today is the gag
and black grouper item. It has been properly
noticed to the public, you can take action to help
us file that one properly. The rest we needed to
advise you of the problems so that you wouldn't
be surprised maybe when we bring them back to
you for action. When Ms., Thomas spoke about
needing some action from the commission, it
wasn't necessarily that you had to do it today, it
was just that, at some point we may need you to
take action, so we wanted you to know about

it. The one we know for sure you need to take
action on is the gag and black grouper today,
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because it's been properly noticed. That's the
only one required.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you, Assistant
Secretary Banks. Um, Angela

Angela Thomas: Yes?

Chairman Yakupzack: Or, excuse me,

Ms. Thomas and/or Ms. Brindley. So, can -
just, so the Commission's clear. As I
understand, the NOI on the black — on the
grouper and the size limit change was filed, but
do I understand properly that it was filed
incorrectly in some form and if so, can you
explain to the Commission what was wrong with
it?

Angela Thomas: Harry? Or Jason?

Jason Adriance: Mr, Chairman, thank

you. Jason Adriance. That NOI did publish,
and what happened is the size limit change
published incorrectly. It published, the 24-inch
change published but the line that used to say 22
inches published as well. So they both
published in there. So, that's what needs to be
corrected. It's just strike it and put 24 back in
alone.

Chairman Yakupzack: So it's just a
typographical error in the NOI, Everything else
was filed properly and it's in effect.

Jason Adriance: Well, I would defer to the
Register to say how it's in effect, because both
sizes published in there so it contradicted itself,

Catherine Brindley: In that case, what it looks
like we have is a manifest error that really
doesn't need anything else, but we can strike that
through at roll time. If you have both in there at
the same time, and your Rule's conflicting, one
of them is absolutely correct and the old one
wouldn’t be or you wouldn't be doing a Notice
of Intent on it and you wouldn't have a fiscal
economic impact on it, So it's obvious, even to

the public, that one is incorrect and we could
strike that through at rule time and you wouldn't
have to go through amending it or going through
the Potpourri action at all. We would take that
as a manifest error on our part, and we can
change that at rule time for you if both published
at the same time and it is conflicting. And it's
obvious that the old one is being amended
because you have a fiscal and economic impact
on the old one. I wasn't really aware of what the
amendment was, exactly what it entailed. But
we can help you guys with that. That's
something, that small, to where it is like maybe a
strike through, underline error, that maybe the
strikethrough wasn't taken out at publication
time. We can help you. There's certain things
that we can do by law to fix things, and they're
called manifest errors, typographical errors or
things that obviously make sense. The public
knows there's not two different

measurements. So we can help you guys out
with that. We can just do that at rule time, if
that's agreeable to you guys. And that way we
don't have to go through amending it because
you've obviously already have gone through
that,

Commissioner Manuel: Mr. Chairman.
Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Manuel.

Commissioner Manuel: We've had some
difficulty with that in the past where we missed
the falconry season, or we put the wrong date, or
we did the wrong area numbers, or we did the
limit on fish was incorrect or something. All
that was handled administratively. Why
wouldn't it be handled administratively now?

Catherine Brindley: I think that's what we just
discussed. That this is something ~

Commissioner Manuel: So y'all hadn't discussed
that before? No. The answer's no. All right.

Catherine Brindley: No. I had no idea of what
the amendment was, and —
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Commissioner Manuel: Okay.

Catherine Brindley: But we can help you guys
with that. That's the good news. But there are
things —

Commissioner Manuel: Could [ make a motion
that the Department handle all those things
administratively? If not, I want to hear every
single one over again, and | want everything
redone. I mean, ! think we're going a little bit
too deep into here. We either handle it
administratively. We've handled itasa
Commission. The Department didn't handle
their business.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Manuel, |
think that that's clear today that, whether or not
if there were errors in the past that the
Department's here and the Office of State
Register is here to say they're going forward,
that all that stuff will be handled
administratively in accordance with the statute,
which clearly, my understanding is, it puts
administration squarely on the Secretary and his
Administration. So, if items after this
Commission makes policy and takes action, then
we all here today understand that it's out of this
Commission's hands and it's up to the
Administration to see through that that policy
and that action is carried out. Is that a fair
summary of this agenda item?

Angela Thomas: But what about the declarations
of emergency that weren't filed and they're now
past date that we have to bring —

Catherine Brindley: Well, you're going to have
to have new effective dates and -

Secretary Melancon: If [ could, Mr. Chairman?
Chairman Yakupzack: Secretary Melancon.

Secretary Melancon: Ms. Brindley? Charlie
Melancon. Is it my understanding that there
were documents that we asked that be re-filed

and the Department, because of the timeframes,
because of what had transpired, were told that
we needed to come back to the Commission to
have action taken.

Catherine Brindley: That was, I believe, by
Tommy Couvillion and what happened is that
you had Emergency Rules and they were being
filed too late. When an Emergency Rule is filed
late, what we normally do is we alert the
public. And we alert the public that you're not
filing in accordance with the APA

Guidelines, And it was suggested that you may
want to amend those Emergency Rules and the
effective date and file it accordingly without
such notice being placed on your Emergency
Rule. It's a red flag and you really wouldn't
want that and it could be called into

question. Any Emergency Rule that's adopted
by the Board must be presented to 5 entities
within 5 days. The 5 entities are the House and
the Senate, the Governor, the Attorney General
and our office and it's my belief that those 2, I
believe there were 2, were not.

Angela Thomas: Three.

Catherine Brindley: Three. Sorry, 3, and you
have a choice at that point. The Senate will tell
you to re-file, The Senate will tell you to go
back through and to re-ratify, to re-adopt, do it
with a new date and re-file.

Commissioner Smitko: Mr. Chairman.
Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Smitko.,

Commissioner Smitko: [ want to get to the
point. Do we need to vote on something right
now? Which Notices or Emergency
Declarations do we need to vote on? If so tell us
what they are specifically right now, 1, 2,

3. Somebody.

Patrick Banks: I'll do my best as a marine
biologist.
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Commissioner Smitko: Take them one at the
time,

Patrick Banks: Right. There is nothing that you
can vote on legally at this point based on the
public notice of the agenda other than the gag
and black grouper, unless you took unanimous
vote to modify or amend the agenda to add
items.

Commissioner Smitko: So if we're voting on
black grouper, or the gag, what is the vote, what
is it exactly?

Patrick Banks: Well, we were under the
impression that to make the necessary change
you would have to vote on the Notice of Intent
for gag and black grouper to make the change of
the size limit, as Jason explained. However,
based on the explanation from Ms. Brindley it
sounds like that they will accept that as an
administrative change and 1 think Mr. Manuel
provided it, perfectly, when he said he basically
recommended with his motion that we do that
in-house.

Commissioner Smitko: Okay so we've done,
there's a motion on the floor.

Patrick Banks: Absolutely.
Commissioner Smitko: Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: You got a motion on the
floor to, in effect, a recitation of the statute
which requires that the filing and processing of
policy made by this Commission is handled
administratively, and a second, if I fairly
captured that motion, I have a second by
Commissioner Smitko. The motion is made by
Commissioner Manuel. Is there any discussion
or question amongst the Commission? Any
public comment? All those in favor.

All: Yea.

Chairman Yakupzack: Any opposed? Hearing
no opposition the motion passes.

Audience Member: Point here.

Chairman Yakupzack: Sir, can you come up to
the microphone and state your name and
address?

Joe Macaluso: Joe Macaluso, representing The
Advocate in Baton Rouge. Once again we're in
a position here where you guys took action, did
not suspend the rules of the Commission and to
take action on an item that was listed on the
agenda when it was not an action item. If you
read the item it says report and discussion. It
doesn't say you were going to take any action. |
know it's procedural but you have to suspend the
rules and make it a motion for an action item
and then take the vote you just took.

Patrick Banks: I'll respond and clarify this. |
think Mr. Macaluso is referring to Item

No. 7. What I think Mr. Manuel's motion was
had to do with Item No. 8 which was allowed to
take action on and you instructed us to handle it
administratively. Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: I note that we had that
discussion under the Agenda Item No. 7. I'd not
called Agenda Item No. 8 recognizing that those
2 items could have been called together. In an
abundance of caution, we will now move to
Agenda Item 8: Receive and Consider
Declaration of Emergency and Amended Notice
of Intent to Modify the Gag Season and Increase
the Gag, Black Grouper Size Limit. It's my
understanding there that no motion is being
made with regard to that item, that it will be
handled administratively and

passed. Ms. Martin, with legal hearing

Mr. Macaluso's concern, do you recommend that
this Commission amend the agenda to add to an
item to consider a motion by Commissioner
Manuel with regard to administrative matters?
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Yolanda Martin: Yes. Any deviation from the
agenda I think you need to go ahead and amend
it,

Chairman Yakupzack: Okay. Do I hear a
motion?

Commissioner Sunseri;: So moved,
Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Yakupzack: Got a motion by
Commissioner Sunseri. [ fairly capture it that
he's moving to amend the agenda to include an
item to consider —

Commissioner Sunseri: An action item.
Chairman Yakupzack: To add and consider
whether this Department handles effectuation of
policy made by this Commission
administratively. Do | have a second?

Commissioner Courville: Second.

Chairman Yakupzack: Second by
Commissioner Courville, Ms. Thomas, will you
call a roll call vote, please? Excuse me. Any
public comment? Ms, Thomas, roll call vote,
please. Please vote after Mr. Thomas calls your
name.

Angela Thomas: Bart Yakupzack.

Chairman Yakupzack: Yes.

Angela Thomas: Chad Courville.
Commissioner Courville: Yes,

Angela Thomas: Bill Hogan.

Commissioner Hogan: Yes.

Angela Thomas: Pat Manuel.

Commissioner Manuel; Yes.

Angela Thomas: Bobby Samanie.
Commissioner Samanie: Yes.
Angela Thomas: Jerri Smitko.
Commissioner Smitko: Yes.
Angela Thomas: Al Sunseri.
Commissioner Sunseri: Yes.

Chairman Yakupzack: The vote is

unanimous. The agenda is amended to have an
Itemn 8A to Consider a Motion with Regard to
Administrative Matters,

Commissioner Manuel: Do I have to restate my
motion?

Chairman Yakupzack: Please do
Commissioner Manuel.

Commissioner Manuel: [ so move. I'm not
going to go through the whole thing. We'll
handle it administratively.

Commissioner Smitko: Second.

Chairman Yakupzack: Got a motion by
Commissioner Manuel as stated earlier. Second
by Commissioner Smitko. Any public
comment? Any further question or

discussion? All those in favor?

All: Yea,

Chairman Yakupzack: Any opposed? Hearing
no opposition the motion carries. Agenda ltem
No. 9: Receive and Consider Red Snapper
Season Update and Receive and Consider a
Declaration of Emergency for Reopening of
State Waters to Red Snapper Recreational
Harvest’. Mr. Adriance, Biologist for Fisheries.

? See Exhibit 3 attached hereto and made a part hereof
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Jason Adriance: Thank you

Mr. Chairman, Commissioners. I have a quick
update on this year's 2016 snapper season. So
let's start with this table and I'll go through those
with you. This shows the federal season up top
and the state water season down below. You
can see there were 11 private days, 46 charter
days for the EEZ and the poundage associated
with those are to the right. The state water
season for private anglers was 242 days, as well
as the charter season, and that poundage is over
there, about 644,000 landed by private anglers
and 69,392 by charter anglers. So the extra days
that that amounted to above the EEZ season was
231 for private, 196 for charter and that total
percentage is the percentage of pounds of the
total landed outside of the EEZ season. So that
was 77 percent private, 33 percent charter. This
is where we ended up after the closure, after
Labor Day. It left about 75,411 pounds
remaining of the 1.1 million that was our
historical allocation, so about | million that was
harvested. Where does that put us? If we run
those projections, if you chose a 7 day sea; with
the DE, if you chose to open the season and
chose to run that 7 days a week, it'd be about
November 6th that we finish those 75,000
pounds. If it were a weekend-only season, that
would be about December 2nd. Just a few
caveats and I'll back up to that graph, but a few
caveats. Those projections are based on the
harvest we've seen, so there is a little bit
uncertainty in that moving forward. Those rates
can change by some of the factors listed up
there. Weather, availability of other species,
socio-economic factors or assumption of effort,
average fish weight, things like that, We do,
with LA Creel, have the ability to continuously
monitor that harvest and so we can close the
season when need be and we track those
numbers fairly closely and fairly well, The DE
associated with this agenda item would open that
season tomorrow, October 7th and it would be a
daily season. With that, I will take any
questions.

Commissioner Manuel: We don't have to have
the 5 day notice?

Jason Adriance: I'm not sure about that, [
would defer that to legal,

Yolanda Martin: What was the question?

Commissioner Manuel: Ms. Martin, do we have
to have a 5 day notice like everything else?

Yolanda Martin: What do you mean by
notice? The APA 5 day notice? What's that?

Commissioner Manuel: I can't understand.

Yolanda Martin: I'm sorry, [ cannot hear. Can
you restate it, Mr. Chairman?

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Manuel
asked of you whether or not we require a 5 day
notice before opening a season.

Yolanda Martin: No sir. The effective date is
the effective date. The 5 days is with respect to
the Administrative Procedures Act.

Commissioner Manuel: So we effectively could
open it today at noon?

Yolanda Martin: Whatever the Commission
votes on.

Commissioner Manuel: Okay, all right.
Chairman Yakupzack: Mr. Blanchet?

Harry Blanchet: The effective date can, yes, the
opening date — I'm sorry, the reason I was
running up here was [ was thinking the closure
date which really depends upon the fishery that
you're talking about. Certain fisheries have very
specific, you know, you have to give

72 hours. Others you have to give 24 hour
notices and so that's —

Commissioner Manuel: That's where I'm getting
confused then, I guess. I'm confused a lot,
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Chairman Yakupzack: Anybody have any
further questions for Mr. Adriance?

Commissioner Courville: Mr, Chairman?

Chairman
Yakupzack: Commissioner Courville?

Commissioner Courville: In your analysis, by
weekends, are you being specific to Saturday,
Sunday or did you look at Friday, Saturday,
Sunday?

Jason Adriance: It's the Friday, Saturday,
Sunday. What we define as a weekend.

Commissioner Courville;: Okay. Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: [s there any motion
practice by the Commission?

Commissioner Sunseri: Mr. Chairman.
Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Sunseri.
Commissioner Sunseri: Do we have any cards
to talk about this that we might be able to hear
any public comment? If none, I think that we
can go ahead and take an action.

Chairman Yakupzack: No cards.
Commissioner Smitko: Mr. Chairman?

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Smitko.

Commissioner Smitko: I move we open the
season on weekends until we meet the limit.

Commissioner Manuel: Second.

Chairman Yakupzack: A motion by
Commissioner Smitko to pass the DE with the
revision being to have Friday, Saturday, Sunday
openings until we meet the threshold. A second
by Commissioner Manuel. Any further question
or discussion amongst the Commission?

Commissioner Courville: Mr. Chairman?
Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Courville,

Commissioner Courville: Is that we did last
year? Did we open 7 days a week or did we
open weekends last year?

Jason Adriance: Last year when we reopened it
was daily.

Commissioner Courville: It was?
Jason Adriance: Daily.
Commissioner Courville: Okay. Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: Any public
comment? All those in favor?

All: Yea.

Chairman Yakupzack: Any opposed? Hearing
no opposition, motion carries.

Jason Adriance: Thank you Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you

Mr. Adriance. Agenda Item 10: To Receive and
Consider a Notice of Intent to Amend

LAC 76:VIL.5.537 to UPdate List of Established
Recreational Reef Sites”. Mr. Craig Gothreaux,
Biologist from Fisheries.

Craig Gothreaux: Thank you Mr, Chairman,
fellow members of the Commission. I'm Craig
Gothreaux. I'm the Artificial Reef Program
Manager. I'll be discussing today an update of
the artificial reef recreational list. I'll just start to
give you a brief summary on the inshore reef
program. We currently have 33 reefs. Those are
contained within 28 reef sites and so some of the
reef sites encompass multiple reef areas. That
totals over 3,000 acres of approved inshore
reefing area and those reefs have been

* See Exhibit 4 attached hereto and made 2 part hercof
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constructed with a number of materials
including shell, limestone, concrete and
manufactured structures like reef balls. The
projects that we conducted last year included
enhancements to the Redfish Pointe and
Independence Island Artificial Reefs as well as
creating the new West End Reef on the south
shore of Lake Pontchartrain. The upcoming
projects slated for this fiscal year are
enhancement of the Point Mast Artificial Reef,
the existing one, and then creation of two new
reef sites, one in Lake Pontchartrain and one in
Calcasieu Lake. So the notice of intent is, |
guess start with a little back of background. The
original notice of intent that established these
recreational reef sites officially was submitted in
March of 2015 and there were two specific
actions. One it hereby establishes the
coordinates of those reef sites and then it also
makes those reef sites off limits to oyster
harvest. It was presented to the Commission in
April of 2015, it was published in the Louisiana
Register on April 20th. There was no public
comments or correspondence that were received,
and then the rule was promulgated in July of
2015. So our current notice of intent is going to
take three major actions. One is removing the
oyster reef planting area. The second is adding
the new reefs. And then the third is just general
consistency corrections. The Oysters Reefs [, 2
and 3, they're also known as Chenier

Reefs. They were constructed in 2006, because
Chenier was running the Creel Trail Pipeline and
that was a mitigation that created these three
individual reef sites that total just under

10 acres. They also created the Fin Fish Reef at
the northern part of the lake. It's in 6 feet of
depth of water and it's constructed out of
limestone. The previous notice of intent created
a planning area that consisted of 87 acres that
encompassed those three reef sites. The new
reefs include the East Calcasien Reef Site which
is just north of the oyster reefs, and we intend to
make that one an 87 acre planting area so that
there's no net loss of approved reef sites in the
Calcasieu Lake. And then the third reef thing
was the St. John Reef Site which is in the
southwest portion. It's in conjunction with an

existing shell pad and it's located 1.3 miles from
the Fernier Landing. So if the Commission sees
fit to pass this Notice of Intent and we publish in
the October 20th Register, there'll be a public
comment period until November 28th and then
the Rule effective date would be no earlier than
January 20th of 2017. With that I'll take any
questions you might have. Yes sir?

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Manuel?

Commissioner Manuel: Mr. Gothreaux, is this
basically the same information you gave at that
Lake Charles reef meeting?

Craig Gothreaux: That one was specific to it. It
had more details about the proposed new reef,
the East Calcasieu one, but yes sir. It is the
same basic information.

Commissioner Manuel: Why don't you explain
that a little bit more in detail, the one in
Calcasieu Lake?

Craig Gothreaux: The process of creating new
in-shore reefs is that we receive

proposals. We've got those internally. The site
that was initially suggested was the former site
of an old tank platform. That has been since
removed, However, that particular spot lies on
the path of an approved access channel for weir
repairs and so we looked at other areas that had
a sufficient water depth, looked at different
bottom types and we identified an area, the
current proposed East Calcasieu Reef Site which
has a relatively thinner layer of soft mud with a
firmer crust underneath and so we intend to put
out reef material some point later in this fiscal
year.

Commissioner Manuel: And a follow up on
that. A reef site is not necessarily one small
reef. It could be a number of reefs?

Craig Gothreaux: Correct.

Commissioner Manuel: Up to three?
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Craig Gothreaux: No, no. Not at all. Well, the
terminology is the tricky part. So the three in
Oyster Reef are three distinct piles of
limestone. In the instance of some of the
planting areas in Lake Pontchartrain we have
hundreds of reef ball structures and so a planting
area can encompass hundreds of structures that
are located around mulitiple shell pads. And the
instance of the South Shore Reef in
Pontchartrain, those are three distinct areas that
have hundreds of reef balls in each. But there's
enough difference, distance between those reef
sites where we can classify as different reef
sites. But the approved area for future
development is the planning area.

Commissioner Manuel: Great, thank you.
Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Courville?

Commissioner Courville: Mr, Gothreaux, I have
Jjust a couple of questions. The money that is
used to fund these new reefs that are, as |
appreciate this, not available for oyster fishing;
what's the source of those reefs, those funds?

Craig Gothreaux: So the artificial reef program
has its own source of funding. The artificial reef
fund comes from oil and gas structures that are
reefed. Half of the savings goes towards the
artificial reef fund. I think the last Legislative
session passed, or [ think the public passed the
rule that protected and created up to 10 percent
of that artificial reef fund each year that can be
used for in-shore reef development. And so we
receive or welcome all proposals, we evaluate
those and the proposals for this year include a
cost share. So the partnerships for both last
year's and this year's reef projects are with the
Coastal Conversation Association and they
actually meet more. It's over a [-to-1 match.

Commissioner Courville: Okay. And then my
follow-up question, if you can bear with me, the
one that you're proposing to remove, the source
of funding, was that exclusively from the -

Craig Gothreaux: Chenier?
Commissioner Courville: Mitigation payment?
Craig Gothreaux: Yes absolutely.

Commissioner Courville; With no other sources
of funds?

Craig Gothreaux: Not that | am aware of
because that was ~

Commissioner Courville: Maybe that was not a
question for you. If anybody can answer it I'm
up for any answers,

Chairman Yakupzack: Assistant
Secretary Banks.

Patrick Banks: Yes, Commissioner

Courville. Craig is exactly right. That reef is
built by Chenier Energy prior to normal
compensation for impacts to the public oyster
grounds, When they came in and proposed that
pipeline they recognized that there were going to
be some impacts to the local oyster community
and the oyster resource, as well as to the
recreational finfish community, They offered,
prior to any kind of legal required compensation,
to come in and build a reef for the oyster
community as well as one in the Northern Lake
for the finfish community. We inadvertently last
year somewhat annexed that oyster reef out to
the artificial reef program without the realization
of the, the purpose of it and we're trying to bring
that back into the sphere for the oyster
community at this time. But it was totally
funded by Chenier Energy. There was no
artificial reef monies towards that.

Commissioner Courville: Thanks to both of you

for that clarification and so by this, assuming we
take action, that will then make this zone, if you

will, now potentially available, if the stars lined

up, available for oyster fishing. Am I correct in

that assumption?
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Craig Gothreaux: Correct. But not until the
rules are promulgated in January.

Commissioner Courville: Sure. Ok. But that's
what will ultimately happen at some

point. Okay thank you. I just wanted to make
sure ! had it correct. Thank you.

Craig Gothreaux: And I think another thing to
note, the new reef area, the East Calcasieu Reef,
we purposely selected an area that had no oyster
resources. We didn't want to create a conflict.

Commissioner Courville; Thank you. Thanks
for the clarification, both of you.

Chairman Yakupzack: I have a

question. What's the construction schedule on
the new reef, on both the new reefs, both
Calcasieu and in Pontchartrain, what is the
construction schedule and planned end date?

Craig Gothreaux: We're not to that point

yet. Any new in-shore reef has to get approved
by the Artificial Reef Council, which just
happened earlier this month, or last

month, Then from there we're submitting the
permits. Once the permit, that could be a couple
of month process, then we'll proceed. So, more
than likely, probably after the New Year.

Chairman Yakupzack: Construction would start,
you mean?

Craig Gothreaux: Yes. And there's steps that
we need to put out notices 30 days in advance
that we intend to start construction

activities. And then a week in advance the
particular route and all the details of it. So there
will be notices that will come out in the future of
our email distribution list.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you. Any other
questions? Anybody have a motion on the floor

or wish to make a motion?

Commissioner Manuel: | move.

Commissioner Sunseri: Al Sunseri. I'll second
that motion.

Chairman Yakupzack: Motion by
Commissioner Manuel to approve the Notice of
Intent as listed, as proposed. A second by
Commissioner Sunseri. Any further question or
discussion? Any public comment? Please come
to the podium and state your name and address.

Anthony Theriot: My name's Anthony

Theriot. I'm on the Cameron Task Force. When
they put the Chenier Reef, we went to the
meeting and the reason why they put two reefs
like that is they made one for us to build to fish
on and they made one for the sports

fishermen. Well, with this like this, that means,
you know, if we get a chance to fish on the east
side in Calcasieu Lake, that's going to take from
us.

Chairman Yakupzack: Well, to clarify, that's
what we're correcting today.

Anthony Theriot: Oh okay. That's what we were
wondering.

Chairman Yakupzack: The previous rule of the
Commission included that reef in the Reef
Program which would have made it recreational
only.

Anthony Theriot: Okay.

Chairman Yakupzack: Today we're putting it,
making it back available for oysters.
Mr. Dyson?

Adley Dyson: So what you are saying is this
reef cannot be fished until Janvary? It was
already fished before when the lake was opened
last time. So why would it have to wait until
January when it was already given to the
fishermen and we already fished it until the lake
closed?
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Chairman Yakupzack: Assistant
Secretary Banks, do you want to address that
question?

Patrick Bank: Well, that's a very good question,
Leo. That reef was given to the oyster industry
the last time the east side was open, You were
able to fish that. That was what, 5, 6 years
ago. The action that was taken to put this reef
into the Artificial Reef Program happened just
last year so it's only been off limits to
commercial activity for a little over a year, So
you hadn't had the opportunity to fish over there
since it had been moved out of a commercial
sphere, so to speak, into recreational

sphere. We're trying to move it back into that
commercial sphere with this action today.

Adley Dyson: Okay. Well, thank y'all.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you. There's a
motion on the floor by Commissioner Manuel,
second by Commissioner Sunseri. Any
additional public comment? All those in favor?

All: Yea.

Chairman Yakupzack: Any opposed? Hearing
no opposition the motion carries, Agenda Item
No. 11, Receive and Consider Updated Report
on Calcasieu Lake Oysters and Consider a
Declaration of Emergency for the Calcasieu
Lake Oyster Season’. Mr. Steve Beck, Biologist
Fisheries.

Steve Beck: Thank you Commissioners, So
essentially we are here to discuss what happened
as a result of the last Commission meeting
where LDWF presented the 2016 stock
assessment results and those results indicated the
need to have a full lake closure in Calcasieu
Lake. And the oyster industry came to that
meeting and provided an independent sampling
report of some work they had done and the
Commission requested that we review this report

* See Exhibit 5 attached hereto and made a part hereof

and conduct a joint sampling exercise with the
oystermen and biologists together out on the
lake. So this presentation is presenting those
resuits. This map of Calcasieu basically is most
of the information we have on the lake. it shows
that area below the harvest line and those
colored areas, the blue, green, red, pink, those
are areas that we have side-scan sonar
information informing us on what the bottom
type is. That blue area is mostly mud, the green
area is firm bottom/buried shell, the lighter pink
is scattered shell resource and the dark pink is
exposed reef, and then the dark red squares
indicate cultch plants. Then you can see our
station distribution throughout the area, The
blue dots indicate our regular sampling

stations. The stars indicate new stations that we
added this year afier supplemental sampling and
those extra sampling areas are indicated as the
green triangles. Then we also have the sites here
where we went out with the oystermen. On the
West Cove, those are the purple dots and on the
cast side those are the black Xs you see. With
regards to the independent report that the
oystermen had conducted, it was conducted by
MREC Environmental, they sampled a small
area around the Chenier reef on the east

side. They went out on August 30th. He
scanned 32 acres of water bottom and, just to
show many acres we've scanned, we've scanned
34,000 acres. He collected 3 square meter
samples where you dive down and remove all
resource within a square meter and the side-scan
sonar results he collected, he determined there
was 22 acres of reef in his area. And then he
calculated the maximum standing crop potential
which was 51,000 sacks of oysters. And that's
important because it's now how many sacks of
oysters there are now. That includes fat and
seed and it includes a mortality

estimate. There's an equation and, basically,
that's a determination of how many sacks of
oysters could be produced from that area. So
here's a close-up of where the sampling event
was conducted. So that you can see the dotted
line indicates the Artificial Reef Planning Area
that we just discussed and that is currently off
limits to harvest. But with this action it would
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make this area eligible to be open for

harvest. The red outlined square is where
MREC conducted their sonar and that was that
inlay to the right. To the left is the MREC sonar
results showing bottom type and then also
within this area Craig showed you the raw sonar
data. This is how we calculate. Those red, solid
red squares indicate the cultch plant areas and
then bottom. The reason this is zoomed the way
it is, is down on the bottom there, there's a

star. That's a station we have to represent the
other reef type in that area. Essentially we have
higher densities of oysters on those cultch plant
areas and we use a different station to account
for those natural reef densities. So here's the
differences between the MREC samples oyster
densities and our densities in that area, oh and
correct me. Sorry. That blue dot is where our
sampling station is on the Chenier reef area and
the white squares indicate where MREC went
out and sampled. So while he conducted three
samples across those reefs, we conduct five
samples at that one dot. So that's indicate in this
table here, the three samples that MREC took
and the five samples we took and he found
slightly higher densities in his samples. What I
was saying about applying those densities, he
basically expanded his high density cultch plant
oyster densities to all of that reef area. All the
dark pink in his MREC sonar square there so he
basically expanded those high densities to a
larger area whereas we used two different
densities estimates to more accurately
characterize the area. That's what's indicated in
this table. Then the thing I did at the bottom
there was calculate the sacks available using the
MREC reef acreage and our densities. You can
see the differences, and the other WF cultch
plant acreage, which is only 10 acres. So you
can see he still came out with, once we adjust his
numbers to more match the way we calculate
and vice versa, he still came out with slightly
larger numbers. So, in conclusion, MREC
estimated potential production of the area,
LDWTF estimates existing stock size so that's the
core reason why the numbers will be different
and his will be larger and his estimates are also
inflated due to what I described about the

density issue. He applied a very high density of
oysters to a larger area whereas we used two
different estimates to account for two different
bottom types. There's other reasons their
estimates could be different, He did his
sampling 2 months after we did our sampling so
that gives time for oysters to grow, there could
be more seed oysters that have grown to market
size and also how he picked his sites. My
conversation with him indicated that he went
and picked the best-looking areas to choose his
samples so that's another reason. Next was the
joint sampling trip. We went out on

September 15th and met several oystermen out
on the water in West Cove. We went to three
stations and we pulled dredges side-by-

side. They had their dredge, we had our dredge
and we went where they wanted to go and we hit
three stations on the west side. Then we did our
nearest sampling station, as well. Those are
indicated by the purple dots were their stations
and we went to the star site on that map. When
we selected that station this year, the triangles
indicate where we collected samples to
determine the most representative site to place
that station and the whole reason we created that
station was observing the oystermen fishing in
that area on the previous season. So prior to
going out, we had heard that they didn't have
anywhere on the east side to go so when we got
out there they did have a site or two to go to, but
we all decided, given the rough conditions, that
it wasn't worth going over there and we could
check it out later. First big difference was the
dredge size. The oystermen obviously use a
larger dredge than us and that's reflected in that
picture. And the other main difference we saw
was that oystermen appear to dredge a lot faster
than we do. Those are some differences that can
lead to differences in numbers and you can see
the commercial dredge sample is a lot larger
than the LDWF sample but that's —

Commissioner Manuel: How much larger?

Steve Beck: One foot wider along the tooth
bar. Essentially, they're for different
purposes. We don't want to catch as many
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oysters as possible when the oystermen do. All
we need is a representative sample. If we were
to collect the maximum number of oysters we'd
be working up samples all day long when a
smaller sample gives us the information we
need. And it's important to note that the dredge
samples are not used to estimate stock

size. That's purely the dive sampling that we
do. The dredge samplings only used to give us a
signal on what the conditions throughout the reef
at any given time. Here's the results of the
study. The gray bars indicate the oystermen
dredge, the dredge count, basically oyster count
within the dredges. The black bars indicate the
LDWF samples. The top row is spat oysters, no
row seed oysters and the bottom row are market
oysters. You can see the oystermen are
collecting a lot more oysters than us and each set
of bars indicates a site. Our station is that last,
the West Cove Central. Essentially the left
column is raw count, so you can see the
oystermen are getting a lot more oysters and our
West Cove Central shows fewer oysters. Now
go to the right column, this isn't raw count. This
is frequency of each size class so you can see the
bars are pretty much equal. That's what I was
talking about with a representative sample is that
the frequent, the distribution of the oysters that
we are seeing are the same no matter how many
you get. So now this graph, basically, we'll start
with the black bar because that's our West Cove
Central. That's our normal sampling

station. Now all the bars to the left of that for
each size class are the test samples we did to
pick that West Cove sample. You can see that
for each size class that black bar's about the
average of the bars to the left. Now the hash
bars are the sites we went to with the

oystermen. This graph basically shows if you
look at seed and market oysters that the sites we
went to with the oystermen show a similar count
as all the samples we had done before. This
slide basically shows that the site we picked
represents average conditions because we need
to apply that acreage to a larger area. Whereas if
we only used the sites the oystermen picked and
expanded that to the whole reef area, we'd be
inflating our estimates of stock size. The second

day out on the water was on the east side, was
on September 29th and we didn't have two
boats, we only had the LDWF boat where Leo
Dyson met with our biologists out there and we
did 1 minute dredge samples again. We sampled
eight stations and up at Long Point over on the
east side down in the Lambert's Bayou area and
then in proximity to the Ship Channel so they
had a good coverage out there that day. When
we look at these numbers we basically have
side-by-side. I put in our nearest sampling
station and then the stations we went to with the
oystermen so at the Lambert's, in the bottom, in
the southeastern portion of the lake, you can see
our numbers are a lot higher but that's because
actually we use a 3 minute tow for our regular
sampling. If you cut those numbers by 3, they're
pretty close, maybe even a little higher than the
stations the oystermen took us to and the
oystermen took us to a couple of stations where
we pulled mud. As again, the frequencies are on
the right-hand column just to show frequency
versus count. In the Long Point area the stations
the oystermen shows us did have higher
densities than our station and so there is no black
bar here. And so basically there, we had done
some sampling in the spring that showed that we
might to adjust that station. But again we can
tell from the bottom sonar survey that there's not
an extensive area up there and that the resource
is very sparse. We know there's oysters there
but they're few and far between. Then over near
the washouts is this kind of a similar story. Our
samples were not that different. Then the fourth
grouping we went to was all zeros on both our
samples, oystermen and our sample. So
essentially it just shows how scattered that
resource is. In conclusion, overall, just to
remind you, the dredge samples only reflect
general conditions. The dive samples we do are
required for spot-size estimates so the only thing
that really would have changed our minds is a
new sonar survey that showed extensive new
hard-bottom areas which we are pretty certain
don't exist out there. With that being said we'd
like to update our sonar data and, as [
mentioned, we will consider moving, adding
Long Points, moving or adding a station in the
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Long Point area to more accurately characterize
that area, but we know a lot of that area is

mud. We used to get resource there a few years
back so we don't want to drop stations that show
zeros because they might become productive in
the future again. We need those zeros so we're
very hesitant to make changes in our sampling
design for that reason. In conclusion, reviewing
the supplemental data we have the same
recommendation as we did at the last
Commission meeting. We recommend a full
closure and that is primarily resulting from the
compounding effects of hydrologic shifis and
harvest pressure. We feel that preventive action
now will be the best option for that resource and
give the best opportunity from our oysters
available to harvest next year. With that, here's
another map of the whole area and this graph
shows the sacks available from our stock
assessments for the past many years. The dotted
line indicates the percent of that resource that
was harvested. So you can see again that the last
few years the stock has really declined and the
percent of the available harvest of resource is
really increasing which is a trend we don't like
to see. With that, I'll take any questions.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Manuel.

Commissioner Manuel: I see on your sampling
you only did the east side. 1 went and watched
one day and they did the sampling in West
Cove.

Steve Beck: Right. The first part of the
presentation was the West Cove results and then
[ moved onto the east side

Commissioner Manuel: But your results are
only from the east side, right? Long Point and
the washout.

Steve Beck: No. There's a set of graphs
summarizing the east side or the west side, I'm
sorry. Yes, so these graphs are all from the
West Cove. So you've shown the dredge
differences, the count differences by sample. So
this is all West Cove resuits right here. And

then starting with this map with the picture of
Leo, that's the east side and the results.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Sunseri?

Commissioner Sunseri: Thank you

Mr. Chairman. Steve, do you happen to know
how many licensed oyster harvesters there are in
Cameron Parish?

Steve Beck: 1do not have that estimate, | have
estimates of the number of harvesters from the
previous year. Basically we had an average of
35 boats on the water any given day the last
harvest season. [ don't have more detailed
information on that with me currently.

Commissioner Sunseri: Thank you,

Commissioner Manuel: Your recommendation is
close the whole thing?

Steve Beck: Correct.

Commissioner Manuel: Fifteen days before it's
supposed to open. [ can't live with that. I'd like
to move - I'd like some guidance from someone
on -

Chairman Yakupzack: Let me suggest that [
have four comment cards on this matter.

Commissioner Manuel: Good.

Chairman Yakupzack: Suggest it's been
customary in the past we take the comment
before any motion practice. First in the stack is
Mr. Adley Dyson, Sr.

Adley L. Dyson, Sr.: You know if | wanted to
kill a fishery or kill a small fishing village, this
is the way I'd do it. You guys could say by town
and, all these numbers, you know, are, they don't
really matter because they, you know, they could
or could not be right. The fact is we found
oysters. The fishermen that went out with them
found more oysters than them. You know, |
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think in the future we need a fisherman on these
boats every time they go to make sure it's done
right and, you know, and it's done by people
who know what they're doing because this is our
livelihood and, you know, a few years ago they
used to take the whole lake and get the sack
assessments, the whole area, even the closed
area when Dudley Carter was in there. They
used all of it, you know, and | wondered why
they did it, they do that because the closed area
will feed the other area if it gets overfished a
little bit because one oyster produces a million
small oysters and when you have 10 million
oysters, you know, if you're talking about it
producing a lot of oysters and I think this lake
could take a season. We have a 7 sack limit is
nothing. 35 boats at 7 sacks with, at one
Chenier reef will run us 2 years if there's not
another oyster ever to grow in the lake, And
West Cove will probably, with what they have
left will probably run us 10 years if another
oyster never grows in the lake. So 1 don't see no
problem with opening the season for us on both
sides the whole season. Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: Mr. Anthony Theriot?

Anthony Theriot: Well, I took them out. I'm the
one that took them to West Cove that day, We
made a slide show I'd like to show y'all. Andre,
you might have come and show me how to put it
back on. This is the first area we had stopped
at. They had come met us in the lake that
morning about 8:30. The wind was blowing
about 20 outta the east so it was pretty choppy
for both of us. Like I said we both made

1 minute pulls, that's what they wanted us to
make which our dredge was bigger. It's a legal
dredge, 3 foot but, that was the first pull. That
was after we dumped them on the deck. They
had count, actually went through and marked all
the first one or whatever and that was just them
spreaded out on a board, That's what they had in
their dredge at the same spot, and that's what we
had in ours. And I think that's the second place
where we stopped at, the second pull we

made. And that's what we had there. Well, it
was both the baskets but, and then I believe that

was the third pull we made. Well, after the third
pull we were all pretty soaking wet and
everything from it being rough so they said that
that was enough, they've seen enough. So we
wanted to go and see their site so, let's see, |
guess that's it, huh Andre? That was us at their
site. 1didn't really see what they had in their
dredge but I know we counted the oysters we
had in ours and it was like 15 and that's their site
that they're going by where the other spot in one
minute I was filling the dredge up. Two of the
spots that we went to, where we started at,
because they launched all the way on the refuge
and we met back there so we were working our
way up. Well, two of the spots that we stopped
at were areas that hadn't been fished much but
one of them was, but then we go to their spot
and we had I5 oysters and I'm like and this is
y'all's station? I mean, so I scrolled out to see
how far we were from where we started at to
where their station is and it's a mile-and-a-half
apart. So I just don't feel that their stations are
accurate to what's out there and what we can
catch. We didn't go on the east side that

day. We both agreed that it was just too rough
because where we want to go is over there on
the other side to Chenier reef. I haven't been up
to Long Point but I know there's oyster on the
other side of Chenier reef and they do, too,
because George told me that's where they're
finding oysters at is from the Chenier reef going
that a way and it was just too rough for us to go
that day.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you
Mr. Theriot. Mr. Beck?

Steve Beck: And this is something that's
difficult to explain. Basically when you see
those reef polygons, they're not all productive
oyster reef. They show up as hard bottom but
the density of oysters is not consistent across the
whole way so if we were to go, so they're
reflecting what they do. They go out and find
the site with the best oysters and that's where
they harvest. We need to expand an estimate for
that entire reef area. So, yes. Our station had
less oysters but it's also the average number of
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oysters in that area, So the areas that we went
with them would get applied a lower level,
which is what their comment was, but we're also
finding a higher level for the oysters where's
there's actually only mud so that's how we
expand these estimates. We need to find a site
with an average sitvation and that includes the
low production areas and the high production
areas because when you have a side-scan sonar
all you can see is hard versus soft bottom. You
can't tell live oyster density so that's what that
grid of samples was and we, a couple of our
stations had very high numbers of oysters, a
couple of our stations had very low numbers of
oysters. We picked that station with the average
number because we need to apply that number
across a large area.

Commissioner Smitko: Mr. Chairman.
Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Smitko?

Commissioner Smitko: I understand when
you're looking at the harvest and the capacity
where lines are intersecting and it looks

dire. Other than saying we just need to close the
season what is the Department doing or what
could we be doing in that area to, to build the
stock and to increase the capacity going
forward?

Steve Beck: Yes. And that's the challenging
thing because all we can really do is regulate the
seasons or plant cultch. And cultch planting is
very expensive but we're looking to do some
cultch planting, we're exploring our options for
next year but we're looking at possibly doing a
cultch plant in Calcasieu Lake because that's the
best thing we can do. But the thing we're
fighting here is natural conditions so there's
increased salinities around the ship channel
which is bad for oyster production. Now that
being said this year we are seeing signs of some
good production because it's been a wet year so
those reefs that are usually too salty are
producing some oysters this year so how long
that lasts is unknown. 1f we get no rain for a
while the lake salties up, then we might see

reduced numbers again. So in terms of those
large scale hydrologic conditions, the only thing
on the books is CPRA is looking to do a massive
salinity control project but that's many years
away. That's just entered the design stage but
they're combating, because the salinity intrusion
isn't just bad for oysters, it's bad for other
communities as well, marsh as well.

Commissioner Smitko: When you say cultch
plant is expensive, what would it cost a cultch
plant that would make a significant difference in
the area?

Steve Beck: Well, the cultch plants, whenever
we do them they tend to be very productive. So
that's typically the problem is there's just not
enough hard substrate out there and that's what
we're seeing in Calcasieu. That optimal salinity
zone has moved into those muddy areas so all
we're getting are those hot spots of oysters. You
know there's the large scale reef areas around the
ship channel are no longer productive so if we
put cultch down it'll likely colonize and so, in
other areas we do much larger cultch

plants. The 2015 cultch plants we did in
Calcasieu were on a smail scale. We're
considering doing a much larger scale cultch
plant now and in terms of, maybe 100-plus acres
but, in terms of cost, Patrick has a much better
idea of those estimates from the past.

Chairman Yakupzack: Assistant
Secretary Banks?

Patrick Banks: [I'll step in because I did Steve's
job for a number of years for the Department. In
early 2015, we put in three separate cultch plants
around the lake. [t totaled about 65 acres and it
cost right at a million dollars. So it isn’t a cheap
thing to do and that doesn't mean that cost per
acre translates very well to other parts of the
state. Calcasieu is somewhat unique. It's a very
shallow lake. There's not a lot of these types of
contractors who do this work situated in the
Lake Charles area so typically you have to bring
in contractors from outside the area. They have
to use very small barges, small equipment and
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they have to handle the material a lot so it just is
a very expensive place to plant cultch. But
Steve's right, it's very productive if you put them
in the right spots. And I think we did a very
good job last year in those 3 locations and we're
seeing very good production off of that

acreage. But | would agree with you,
Commissioner Smitko, that we need to try to
build something to such a size, a couple of
hundred acres, to really make a major difference
and we're just going to have to make that kind of
financial commitment.

Commissioner Smitko: Thank you.
Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Sunseri?

Commissioner Sunseri: Thank you

Mr. Chairman. Mr, Beck, I think [ heard that the
dredge size for commercial dredge being used in
Calcasieu Lake was 36 inches —

Steve Beck: Correct.

Commissioner Sunseri: What is the average size
of a boat? A skiff?

Steve Beck: Yeah. [ think most of the boats are
small skiffs. Yes.

Commissioner Sunseri: And in other parts of
the state, what are the average sizes of the
vessels that are harvesting and what size dredges
are they using, or scrapers, excuse me,

scrapers? They don't call them dredges
anymore, We changed that law last year —

Steve Beck: I think that was your legislation,

Commissioner Sunseri: It was my legislation
because that was actually what they were called
originally over a hundred years ago for many
years and they changed that to a dredge for some
unbenounced reason, to me, but, [ wanted to go
back to what it used to be, what they were called
historically.

Steve Beck: Yeah. The oyster fishery in other
parts of the state, they use much larger boats,
much larger dredges because the reef, historic
recf areas are much larger, The characteristics
of the fishery in other areas typically include
relocating bedding material to private leases. So
it's just an entirely different situation. Whereas
Calcasieu's always been managed very
conservatively. It was tonging only in 2004 or
2005 when dredges were allowed. So because
dredges were allowed they made them a very
conservative size. As the concern of impacting
this resource that is subject, it's a very isolated
contained population. There's several things to
consider. It's heavily influenced by the river for
stage so rain events have some big impacts on
the system so that's why we tend to have a more
conservative approach to managing this area.

Commissioner Sunseri: If I can, my
understanding is we're dealing with a hypoxy
issue out in the eastern part of the state right
now —

Steve Beck; Correct.

Commissioner Sunseri: — where there was quite
a big resource available, and my experience
being in the business is that if a resource is
available to utilize the resource because God
might not let it be there. So having said that, we
got to season over on the east side of river last
year. The oysters survived. We had a wet year,
but part of the problem was we had a wet year
for way too long and when it got hot and, so we
have a lot of mortality now so we have to wait
again. So with the resource that is actually
available in my years of doing an old day in a
bay with that, we used to do with our statewide
association annually, you know, you found
oysters in places that you never thought they
were going to be and then you didn't, where you
expected to see them you didn't see them and
that's just because we're talking about an
enormous area. If I'm not mistaken, Calcasieu
Lake is about 27,000 square acres -
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Steve Beck: The total seed ground is
58,000 acres -

Commissioner Sunseri: So [ was off by quite a
bit. Maybe that's the amount that you could
actually, that's open to harvest is maybe 27,000
for health reasons,

Steve Beck: The area we surveyed, which is
most of the open area, was about 34,000 acres.

Commissioner Sunseri: IfI can, Mr. Chairman,
I'd like to make a motion.

Chairman Yakupzack: Well, we still got a
couple of comments.

Commissioner Sunseri: Oh, I'm sorry. Thank
you very much.

Chairman Yakupzack: Before I get to the next
public comment, [ have a question, a follow up
to either Mr. Beck or Assistant

Secretary Banks. In reference to the 2015 cultch
plants, the 65 acres that were built, were those
tested this year?

Steve Beck: Yes. They have very good
production but, again, they were so recently built
a lot of those oysters aren't market size yet.

Chairman Yakupzack: So, if there is a season,
those cultch areas remain closed, right?

Steve Beck: I believe so, We typically keep
them closed for about 2 years after construction,

Patrick Banks: That's correct. We would
typically recommend that they stay closed. We
try to give them 2 oysters seasons of growth
before we open those to the public. That hasn't
always been followed. There's been some times
in my career when the Commission felt the seed
was needed for the industry. The smaller oysters
were needed for the industry growing on those
cultch plants. Idon't see that as the issue

here. Typically this industry doesn't rely on

small seed oysters so, while there may be a few
market size oysters on those cultch plants, by
and large it isn’t a seed resource that would be
utilized by this industry anyway.

Chairman Yakupzack: When you say seed that
means that they'd actually be undersized for
harvest? I'm sorry, sub-market size?

Patrick Banks: That's right. That's correct.

Chairman Yakupzack: Okay. Thank you. Next
for public comment is Mark Valentino. State
your name and address please.

Mark Valentino: Mark Valentino. I have a dock
in Cameron, Texas. [ mean in Cameron,
Louisiana, I'm sorry. Where do I start? Most of
what I would say has already been said. | was
the one that basically hired the biologists under
recommendations of someone on the
Committee. I think that the samples that have
been taken by the oyster fishermen prove to
everyone that there was oysters in other

places. [ wish the map had actually stayed up
there that Steve had put up there but if you could
have noticed is that most of their sampling
stations are along the ship channel on the west
side and on the east side most of their stations
are on the ship channel. I went to the first
Cameron Task Force, Oyster Task Force
Committee last year and asked one of the
biologists that was giving the samples and
giving the stock assessments for the east side
and he was showing all these zeros and then he
showed one reef that they had taken that was
about a mile-and-a-half from the ship channel
and that area showed a lot of oysters, And |
asked him at that time, I said well, that reef has a
lot of oysters on it and he said yes that reef has a
lot of oysters on it but it's a small reef. And then
my next question was is it possible to, is it
probable to assume that the other reefs that are
mile-and-a-half or 2 miles farther away from the
ship channel have plenty of oysters on them,
too. And his answer was probably but we don't
sample those areas. They added another reef
area this last year but that was a shell plant and
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was there plenty of oysters on it? There was
plenty of oysters on it. I think that if we opened
the east side and opened the west side it would
basically conserve the oysters on the west side
because most boats will work on the east

side. Historically I've bought oysters out of
Lake Calcasieu for 30 years. [ started buying
oysters in Lake Calcasieu from a school boy
back in '86 when [ started my company so I have
a lot of history in the oyster business especially
associated with Lake Calcasieu so, we started
out with a 15 sack limit years ago. Shortly it
was a 20 sack limit for a short period of

time. After the oil spill then it went back to 15
and then went to 10 and now it's 7. Well,

7 sacks, we can live with 7 sacks for this year
but living with less than 7 sacks would be pretty
hard. We've had two bad, bad oyster

seasons. We've had oyster seasons that have not
been good because of closures, okay? We've
had a lot of closures the last year of two with
fresh water, okay? But if, what is not pointing
out is that we wouldn't be closed as much if the
east side was open and you say well, why would
you not be closed as much if the east side was
open. The last time the east side was open, the
threshold for closing was 13 feet, flood stage,
okay? | mean under flood stage. So the river
stage for West Cove it's 9 feet. So as soon as it
goes above 9 feet, West Cove closes. The east
side, had it been open, would stili let the
fishermen fish. We were closed approximately
almost half the season last year. We were
closed, you know, due to closures from fresh
water. I know they really want to keep their old
sampling sites that they've had for the last
however many years but they've had 6 years of
close to zeros along the ship channel and
definitely 1 can see that it's brought to their
attention that they need to add more sample sites
farther away from the ship channel because
things have changed. Will things come

back? Yes, yes. If we can get several fresh
years back to back and then the oysters along the
ship channel will probably come back. But
over-fishing, we pull very small rakes in
Calcasieu Lake. They probably weigh one third
or maybe even less than one third of your

average dredge in Louisiana. So I just believe
that opening the full season on both sides will
not hurt anything and it'll definitely help this
town and this fishery that has been

hurting. Because I had two bad shrimp seasons
back to back and the oyster season being closed
half the time last year didn't help things

either. So, I appreciate, if there's any questions.

Chairman Yakupzack: No, sir. Thank you.
Mark Valentino: Okay, thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: Mrs. Clair Hebert
Marceaux. Last card | have.

Clair Hebert Marceaux: Good morning
Commissioners. My name is Clair Hebert
Marceaux. 178 Murphy Lane, Cameron,
Louisiana 70631. I'm the Director of the West
Cameron Port Harbor and Terminal District in
Cameron Parish. 1am not a scientist. [ am nota
biologist. 1 am a certified community and
economic developer and the director of a port
with a rich diversity of resources, one of which
is our oyster industry. As [ understand it, this
Commission was created to protect, conserve
and replenish the natural resources and wildlife
of the state, including all aquatic life. You have
the authority to establish definite management
programs and policies at your discretion, [
respect that awesome responsibility. I recognize
that your decisions are based on scientific facts,
but I beg you to consider what is at stake with
the closing of the upcoming oyster season, as
well as future seasons in Cameron Parish. |
believe you've all seen the dollar figures
associated with the revenue generated by the
buying and selling of oysters in Cameron. What
I want to remind you of is the ripple effects of
that revenue generation to the Cameron Parish
community, to a way of life and to a culture that
your decisions directly impact. Growing up in
Cameron [ fished many, many times with my
grandfather, uncle, cousins and husband. [ know
firsthand that it's tremendously challenging
work, It is what puts food on our tables, pays
our electricity bills, pays college tuition,

Page 23



LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

October 6, 2016

mortgages, makes gifts on Christmas morning a
reality, pays child support and, for many
Cameron Parish residents in the villages of
Cameron and Hackberry, life would be an even
harder struggle without the income oystering
provides. The numbers of oyster fishermen have
decreased in recent years. We know that there
continue to be more than a hundred families
directly benefitting from oyster sales in
Cameron Parish to my count. This impact is not
limited to them though. They must buy licenses
in this building, fuel, supplies and other
consumable items. There is no, if there is no
oyster season it's not only the oyster man who
suffers, it is the buyer, the gas station and supply
store owners, never mind the restaurants whose
patrons come in just to taste our fine Cameron
Parish oysters. One buyer alone in Cameron
bought more than $330,000.00 worth of oysters
last season. Another with a smaller operation
bought nearly $85,000.00. This revenue went
into the pockets of hard working people, some of
whom know nothing else. The recommendation
of full closure of the 2016 oyster season in
Cameron Parish is, quite frankly, a death nail to
the industry in my estimation. [ understand that
in 2011 the east side, or Main Lake, was closed
despite that according to the Louisiana Wildlife
and Fisheries data found on this Calcasieu Lake
oyster fact sheet from February 23rd of 2011

and then updated in March of that same year, *
Calcasieu Lake holds the largest and most
consistent level of oyster abundance of all the
regularly harvested public oyster areas in
Louisiana," and " Calcasieu Lake has the most
restrictive commercial oyster harvest regulations
of all public oyster areas in Louisiana.” Further,
"Calcasieu holds approximately 3,907 acres of
reef within the LDHH oyster harvest areas" and
yet the east side was closed in 2011, correct me
if I'm wrong, and has never reopened. Why
would your closure of West Cove in Calcasieu
Lake be any different now? Do you see the risk
that if you close this season would we have
another season ever? QOystering is a huge part of
what makes us who we are in Cameron

Parish. Take that away and we lose another
piece of our culture. Please consider this when

you make your decision and | understand your
dilemma must weigh heavy on you. 1do envy
you for the decision that you have to make but I,
as a Cameron Parish native and promoter of all
Cameron Parish has to offer, hope you will
consider carefully. Ithank you for the
opportunity to speak to you in support of the
upcoming season and the future seasons. Thank
you.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you Clair. One
last additional public comment. Mr. Steven
Voisin. You can up and state your name and
address please.

Steven Voisin: Yes. I'm Steven Voisin. |
appreciate y'all having me up here. I'm with
Motivatit Seafoods in Houma, Louisiana. I've
been fishing oysters and processing oysters for
45 years now. Never in Calcasieu Lake but all
across Louisiana otherwise. As I understand it, [
wanted to follow up a little bit on y'all asked the
question of how to improve the cultch material
in the lake and the only answer I heard was that
you have to put cultch limestone or something
down and that helps. That does help but, the
way we do it and have for years is to dredge an
area. And what that does is it cultivates it and it
spreads the cultch and it creates more reef

area. It really works. It keeps the mud, the
sedimentation off of the shells which creates a
cleaner surface for spat to take on so the
survivability of spat is much greater. So |
wanted to let you know that. That's a very
effective way. Iknow in Calcasieu area they
only allowed tonging for years and years and
now they allow dredging so if you have a very
few oysters and you allow the season to open,
next season most likely will be much better
because the shell will be cleaner for the spat and
the smaller reef areas that the fishermen are
finding will be expanded through

cultivation. Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you, Question
and discussion by the Commission?

Commissioner Sunseri: Mr, Chairman?
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Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Sunseri.

Commissioner Sunseri: I'd like to make a
motion, if | can, 1'd like to move that Calcasieu
Lake, both East and West Cove, be open on
November 1st and the shell plant that we
discussed earlier be open January 1st with a

7 sack limit and the secretary has the authority to
shut down the, I mean, that's not part of the
motion, I'll discuss the - that's my motion.

Commissioner Manuel: I'll second then.

Commissioner Sunseri: If [ may discuss it just
one moment. Mr. Chairman, the secretary has
the authority to shut down things at will if
there's a problem with the resource, if they're
finding that. And I would hope that the oyster
biologists, as well as an enforcement, will be
very strong out there to make sure that the
resource is never in any jeopardy. ButI believe
that this will allow the oystermen in the
community to actually see what's out there. It's
very difficult to do it and I'm not, there's nothing
against the biological data that's being done by
the Department but I've seen a lot of things over
my years in this business and everything is not
what you actually see right when you do it
because he was talking about enormous areas so
what tends to happen is the oystermen find
where the oysters are. If they're not there, they
move and if the resource is in jeopardy the
Department has the authority to shut it down
whenever so, with that, thank you very much.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Courville?

Commissioner Courville: Thank you
Commissioner Sunseri. I guess the way I
interpret the data is they are saying we got a
problem out there. Mr. Beck, is there some
threshold? Let me just be clear. I am supportive
of having some semblance of a season, and
mainly, I'll justify my position and that is in the
absence of what Commissioner Smitko
suggested, I'm not comfortable telling these
people that we need to close it because we're not
giving them an answer as to how things are

going to get better moving forward into the
future with a bit of hope. So I'm going to
qualify what I'm about to say with 1 would
adamantly encourage the Department, it sounds
like you guys are already en route doing that, to
develop a restoration plan for the lake and then a
management plan because I think you guys are
some of the best at what you do and [ think you
can be successful at getting the oysters to get
going again in the lake with some assistance
with money. Money is always the

issue, Always has been, always will be. I think
there's some opportunity for grants to get some
of that money to do some good things in the
lake. So arestoration plan, a management plan
because when this place starts growing oysters
it's going to gain a lot of attention and we're not
going to be able to go in there and wreck it. We
need some management. So what I'm asking
you, Mr. Beck, is there some threshold whereby
we can have some semblance of a season,
perhaps on both sides, that wouldn't completely
decimate the area? Because what the trend that's
out there now doesn't look positive and, look, [
fully can appreciate sampling. 1 can appreciate
the need to maintain sampling sites because once
you move them you're starting all over, and
long-term data sets are important in statistical
analysis and evaluation. 1 get all of that. So
that's my question, Mr. Beck. Is there some
threshold, if you will, where we could have a
season on both sides, East and West Cove, and is
there something we can help these people out
and also guarantee them that next year at the
September meeting we won't be discussing these
same issues? Because I think that the folks, the
oystermen are reasonable people and if they can
see a light at the end of the tunnel, I think they
can all get behind it. Unfortunately for me, and
[ can appreciate you guys' original
recommendation, I'm a hundred percent behind
science. But in the absence of having an
obvious restoration plan, I'm in favor of having
some semblance of a season. [ just don't think
we can go in there and wreck the place because
then we might not be able to recover. So is there
something out there?
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Steve Beck: Yes. We obviously don't take these
decisions lightly to fully close an area because
of the community impact but, our main job is to
look at the health of the resource and do the best
in the long-term interest. So, our decision to
close we thought had the greatest chances of
ensuring there'd be a better season next year. So
it's obviously that'd be a point of short versus
long term. That being said, if the Commission
decides to open a season we have an option that
we think would be acceptable. Basically, the
last few years with the east side closed and the
fleet concentrated in West Cove has had some
negative consequences so we would be
supportive of opening both sides, but at a
review, a reduced harvest level. So that graph |
showed you showed harvest percent, the percent
of available resource harvest that has really
creeped up to above almost 40 percent and when
you look at the earlier years when the population
looked to be more sustainable we were only
harvesting about 10-to-15 percent of that
resource. We were thinking that that would be
the best option that open both sides but when we
reach that quota of 10 percent of the available
resource that we would shut it down, We think
that'd be an acceptable season.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Smitko?

Commissioner Smitko: What is
10 percent? What's it work to in sacks?

Steve Beck: A 10 percent harvest quota would
be 6,600 sacks. I have a table showing how long
the season would be on each side because we
basically break that up to east and west

side. And this is excluding Chenier Reef
because it's currently off limits to harvest, which
is probably the best productive area on the east
side, but I have a table. Basically it shows how
long the season would be by days. Given last
year's numbers, if there was an average of

35 boats out there the season on the east side
would be 8 days and the season on the west side
would be almost 20 days. That's exclusive of
DHH closures. That's just total number of days
available, That's open days.

Commissioner Smitko: If you looked at it all
total you're like at 27 days total, more or less.

Steve Beck: Correct.

Commissioner Smitko: And what's a normal
season?

Steve Beck: We'll have to see. 1 think the
normal season, historically, was I want to say
80 days. I'll have to ask George of that one.

Audience Member: It's 181 days. November |
to end of April, so there's a lot of closures.

Commissioner Smitko: Just looking at your
comparison of the Chenier Reef data. Is it
correct? Am ! reading this correct, that y'all are
saying that there are 14,539 sacks available
there?

Steve Beck: No. That's if you applied our
densities to the acreage that MREC used. So
that table, don't look at —

Commissioner Smitko: So you're saying 6,520?

Steve Beck: This is not the stock

assessment. That table should not be used for
any of your decision making purposes. That's
just comparing numbers using our densities to
look at how the MREC report calculated their
numbers. I'm sorry if that was confusing. 1 was
trying to show how —

Commissioner Smitko: It says sacks available,
50 -

Steve Beck: If you use those numbers to make
those calculations, so the actual number from
our stock assessment of sacks, total sacks
available in the lake, without Chenier Reef, is
66,000 sacks in the harvest area.

Commissioner Smitko: And that's with the 3
meter samples?
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Steve Beck: With the what?

Commissioner Smitko: With the 3 meter
samples?

Steve Beck: Uh, -
Commissioner Smitko: Your samples?

Steve Beck: Yes. That's our sampling
effort. Our stock assessment.

Commissioner Smitko: But I'm saying that's not
just like the dredge kind of stuff y'all did when
y'all went out again in September. That stock
assessment's based on the 3 meter, 3 square
meter samples.

Steve Beck: No.
Audience Member: It's 5 square meters.

Steve Beck: When we do our stock assessment
sampling in the summertime, those are the
numbers that I'm using. Our official stock
assessment numbers. Everything that this report
shows, this presentation, this was just extra stuff
requested by the Commission. Extra data. And
it should not be - none of the sampling we did
will affect our stock assessment number. But,
yeah. Each station we coliect five samples at
several stations across the lake.

Chairman Yakupzack:
Commissioner Courville.

Commissioner Courville: 1 have one more
question and it relates to the motion on the
floor. Just for clarification, the motion says that
the new reef that | guess, theoretically, would be
available January 1 that we just took action on,
Commissioner Sunseri, you're suggesting the
season would open January | on that reef?

Commissioner Sunseri: Yes.

Commissioner Courville: Okay. Along those
lines, would that change this 6,600 sack
assessment - I'm kind of putting you on the spot,
so I don't know if that's fair to do.

Steve Beck: Yeah, | don't think that January 1st
is the proper date that that would become lifted.

Audience Member: That rule will be
promulgated January 20th,

Commissioner Courville; Along those lines, and
[ think I'm maybe asking you an unfair question,
50 assuming it passes would that 6,600 number,
you got to believe it would change if that
Chenier Reef would open -

Steve Beck: It would

increase. Correct. Twenty-five percent of the
resource on the east side is in that Chenier Reef
area. So it would definitely increase the
available, if we were to wait until the full area
was opened.

Commissioner Courville: 1 guess where I'm at
is, sure, we're going to give the Department the
authority to close when they deem appropriate,
but, frankly, I wanted to give these folks here an
idea of what, when that going to be, So if we
take action as this is proposed, and assuming
Commissioner Sunseri revises his motion to
January 20th, it's safe to assume that the new
number is somewhere north of 6,600 sacks.

Steve Beck: Correct.
Commissioner Courville: Okay.

Steve Beck: And in terms of timing of the
season, we have no strong opinion on the start
date of that season.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Manuel.

Commissioner Manuel: One of the speakers
mentioned that we used to do sampling
throughout the lake, and at some point in time
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quit doing it. And I understand that the
Department of Health closed a northern portion
of the east side of the lake. Was the speaker
correct in saying, first of all, they used to sample
the entire lake, even after it was closed on the
north side? And if that is factual, why did we
quit?

Steve Beck: Not entirely true. We have stations
adjacent to the ship channel, we have stations
further away from the ship channel, and we have
stations above the DHH closure line. We have
one up at Turners, one off Commissary Point.

Commissioner Manuel: So you do sample
there?

Steve Beck: Yes. Those numbers are not
included in our stock assessment, though,

Commissioner Manuel: Oh, you don't include
it. You sample them, but don't include those.

Steve Beck: Correct. We want to know what
the conditions are up there, so we keep tabs by
monitoring those stations.

Commissioner Manuel: Well how do you,
what's the reason for sampling if you're not
going to include those numbers?

Steve Beck: Beause they're not avatilable.

Commissioner Manuel: I'm not trying to get
anybody in trouble. I'm curious. I need to know
that.

Chairman Yakupzack: Assistant
Secretary Banks.

Patrick Banks: Yeah, let me provide a little bit
of clarify on that sampling,

Commissioner Manuel. We do, in fact, sample
up by Commissary Point, just like Steve
mentioned. We also sample up in Turners
Bay. We know that there's a considerable
resource in both of those areas. We sample

those, however, on a month to month basis
during the year, as Steve explained, to
understand conditions. We do not sample them
during the annual stock assessment sampling
using square meter gear simply because it makes
no difference in terms of the stock size to set the
season because those animals are not available
to the industry anyway. So, as a cost-cutting
measure, it's been at least 15, it was right before
[ started about 16 years ago, we stopped
sampling those areas from a stock size estimate
scenario. And it was simply a cost-cutting
measure. We decided that we'd maintain dredge
samples up there but not square meters because
those were not areas that were available to the
industry, so there was no use estimating stock
size. We could sample those with square meters
today. Our problem is we don't have the
necessary side scan information to describe the
size of the reef. So we could tell you how many
oysters per square meter are up there, but we
could not make the calculation to total sacks
because we don't know the size or the acreage of
the reefs.

Commissioner Manuel: Well, GPS can measure
that, can't it?

Patrick Banks: Well, it can with a tremendous
amount of surveying of the bottom it can,
absolutely. But it would take a significant effort
to understand the size of those reefs. We know
there's a reef there, just like out in front of
Marsh Island, if y’all remember from Steve's
presentation a month ago. Out in front of Marsh
Island we know there's considerable resource,
and we know there's reefs there. We've just
never done the side scan sonar necessary to
understand the acreage, which is why we can
never give you a total sacks of the Vermilion
Marsh Island area. Same is the situation in
northern Calcasieu Lake. So it's not that we
don't use the data. We absolutely do use the
data on a month to month basis during the year,
but we don't use it for our annual stock
assessment because it's not available to the
industry.
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Commissioner Manuel: Because those oysters
that are unfit for consumption actually move,
right? They produce fat.

Patrick Banks: They absolutely do produce
larvae. That's correct.

Commissioner Manuel: Well, the larvae, —
Patrick Banks: That's right.

Commissioner Manuel: Whatever the scientific
word is.

Patrick Banks: That's right.

Commissioner Manuel: Okay. So it was quit
15 years ago because of money.

Patrick Banks: It was a cost-cutting measure
just like a lot of times we've reduced sampling
over the years due to budgetary constraints, But
we've also increased sampling in the last several
years, particularly in this lake to try to
understand exactly what I think Mr. Valentino
was mentioning about our observation of the
resource moving away from the ship

channel. And we've tried to track that by adding
stations. So, some years we do take stations
away., We have limited resources, and we
realized that it's more important to sample this
area rather than this area. We've done that in
Lake Borgne in recent years. We've noticed it
since the rock wall has been put up. We hadn't
found oysters there so we would suspend those
stations and not sample them anymore, So that
happens from time to time. It's not that we're
trying to hide data from you, it's just —

Commissioner Manuel: 1 didn't accuse you of
that.

Patrick Banks: Yeah.
Commissioner Manuel: 1 was just curious as to,

one of them said that you used to do all the
sampling there and now you don't,

Patrick Banks; And that's true.

Commissioner Manuel: 1 was curious as to the
reason. Maybe we ought to lay off some people
to have more resources.

Patrick Banks: If you give me a list -

Commissioner Manuel: I'm only joking
group. I'm only joking here.

Chairman Yakupzack: Assistant

Secretary Banks and/or Colonel Broussard, from
an enforcement standpoint obviously I've been
involved in this issue for 2, now 3, years, and
been down to Cameron several times. And |
speak personally with several of the fishermen,
enforcement is always a big concern of the
Cameron fleet and they have often mentioned to
me that, how, how much they think potential
illegal activity goes on, and to the detriment of
the resource, so I take very seriously what
Commissioner Sunseri said about us having a
focus on that if there is a season there. But my
question is a little more technical in this, 1 think
the motion on the floor deals with opening both
sides of the lake, the West Cove and the east
side of Calcasieu Lake, and, with the potential of
the Chenier Reef not being available 'til

January 20th, would it be an enforcement
problem in terms of if the rest of the east side of
Calcasieu Lake opens on November 1st,
Chenier's closed, and so you've got oystering
going on over there. Would it be better, from an
enforcement standpoint, to not open any of east
Calcasieu until January 20th and then if there's a
resource that can be focused on West Cove it
can happen from November until we reach a
limit, and Secretary Melancon closes the

season. And then with the expectation of when
the Chenier Reef's available, open the entire east
side on January 20th and run it. Do you have a
concern there, or is that not an issue? Do you
guys feel like you can enforce it without that
precaution?

Colonel Broussard: If there was an issue where
we couldn't handle it with the local agents we
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can move some strike force guys in there to
assist them. So I feel like we could handle it
either way.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Sunseri.

Commissioner Sunseri: Thank you,

Mr. Chairman. My experience has been when
you open one area it's targeted. And you have a
much bigger probiem than when you open up a
wider area. So when there's more areas to work
people will tend to go to places that are the hot-
spots first or close to where they live. One or
the other. And since you're talking about small
vessels they tend to stay closer to home, that's
number one. The other thing is putting a hard
and fast number, 6,600 sacks. | got an issue
with that. Typically, what's happened in the
past, what you do is you'd watch what the catch,
and when the catch starts to becoming
undersized that's when you shut things

down. When you starting to see, and [ don't
know if the Department can even tighten up on
the size limit requirements to where you have
rather than 15 percent put it at 5 percent, |
would love to see that happen because that's
what the law used to be and it should still be

5 percent undersize allowance, not

15 percent. But I would rather see it rather than
being hard and fast at 6,600 sacks letting the
Department have that flexibility to determine
when the size is going below 3 inches, the legal
size, that they shut it down. That would be my
suggestion. And they have that authority, as far
as | understand, to do all those things. Thank
you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Yakupzack: Any other question or
discussion?

Commissioner Samanie: [ like Al's idea

better. It's more fair to the community and the
fishermen. Sixty-six sacks for

35 boats, 6,600 sacks is nothing when you
consider that's not a month's fishing for a whole
season, we have a 6-month season. We need a
just leave it open and fish and they just maintain
it and leave it at 7 sacks, If it's over fish, you're

going to know before any damage is done
because the boats are going to fish all day for

7 sacks, you know? Right now, the last day of
the season they caught their limit in 1 hour. One
hour fishing and back home, The resource was
still there the last day of the season. And the
oysters was better than they were the first

day. So I'd appreciate if y’all just take Al's
motion and go with it. Thank you.

Chairman
Yakupzack: Commissioner Courville,

Commissioner Courville: Al, I appreciate where
you're coming from and I appreciate where all
the commenters are coming from, but if we put
the onerous on the Department to close it at their
discretion, when their biological data supports
that, I'm of the impression, and somebody please
correct me if I'm wrong, they're telling us to
close it now. So [ don't get how if we say let's
give it the authority to the Department to close it
at their discretion when their biological data says
close it, currently, and, please, somebody
straighten me out if I'm missing something here,
this data says close it now. Am [ missing
something right now?

Steve Beck: That's correct, but if we were to
open the season that's why the actual dates aren't
as important because if we established a quota
that's what we would monitor. We would
monitor harvest daily, and when we reach that
10 percent quota that is when we would shut it
down,

Commissioner Courville: Okay, thank you.
Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Samanie.
Commissioner Samanie: Wouldn't it work with
parameters of certain percentages of undersized
when it hits a certain mark then you close the

season rather than sacks?

Steve Beck: Well, we've closed other areas
when we observed large percentages of
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undersized oysters being harvested, and that
happened in Area ! North last year. There was a
lot of undersized harvest going on. We've
watched that, and we will shut it down,

Commissioner Samanie: Well, couldn't those
same parameters be used in this little season?

Steve Beck: We would have to see if undersized
harvest is occurring, but yes, if there's any kind
of lawbreaking, we'll shut down the season.

Commissioner Samanie: Would you want to put
that into your motion?

Steve Beck: Excessive lawbreaking 1 should
add.

Chairman Yakupzack: Okay,
Commissioner Smitko.

Commissioner Smitko: How would you tell the
percentage of undersized harvest?

Steve Beck: Basically enforcement would
sample some of their sacks and they would
break it down and measure every oyster. That's
how they determine the percent,

Commissioner Smitko: Right, but, like, if I'm
fishing I catch an undersized fish, I'm going to
throw it overboard. Am I really going to keep a
whole bunch of undersized oysters in my boat?

Steve Beck: I've gotten calls from oystermen
complaining of undersized harvesting Calcasieu,
yes.

Commissioner Smitko: Okay, but I don't think
that's a good way to gauge it. But obviously this
situation needs some type of a compromise. |
understand the science, I understand
Commissioner Courville's thoughts, I understand
the plight of the oystermen and the

community. We have as [ see it a couple
different issues. What areas do we open, if we
open them, when do we open them, and how do

we set a limit? | agree Commissioner Sunseri
has a lot of experience in the industry. One
thing I think we should do is limit it to a

5 percent undersize, open it all, except the
January 20th part, and compromise. Say let's go
with 12,000 sacks, and we stop it when we get
there.

Steve Beck: The only fault, the only problem
with what you just proposed is | believe it would
take an act of the legislature to change from 15
to 5 percent undersize.

Commissioner Smitko: We couldn't make that
an administrative rule for that one area?

Steve Beck: That would take an act of the
legislature to change that.

Patrick Banks: That's correct, Steve. That
percentage is set by the legislature in Title 56.

Commissioner Smitko: Okay.,

Chairman Yakupzack: I think that was the only
part of what Commissioner Smitko proposed
that's a legislative issue, right?

Patrick Banks: The percent undersized, yes.

Chairman
Yakupzack: Okay. Commissioner Manuel.

Commissioner Manuel: 1 just have a suggestion
to the Department. Next year, and you only
have to put up with me one more year after that,
so, doesn't matter, but outcome to us before
September or October the, whatever date, 5th, to
open in 30 days. I mean, these people have a,
hopefully a plan on how they're going to feed,
and eat, and buy fuel and everything else. Can
y'all come to us a little earlier?

Chairman Yakupzack: Assistant
Secretary Banks.
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Patrick Banks: Mr. Manuel, that's a very good
point, but I will remind you that we did. We
came to you all at the last meeting, last month,
and made this same recommendation. And you
guys asked us to look at it again, And we did
look at it again, and we didn't make the
recommendation lightly. 1 know a lot of these
folks. I care greatly for a lot of these folks just
like 1 do for Al's compatriots on the east

side. So making this recommendation is not
something we do lightly. But we feel like we
have to give you all the honest, prudent
biological recommendation, and then you
consider that along with the needs of this
industry. Ithink what we're doing today shows
the value of the system. Y'all are able to take
into consideration what the industry needs but
get a good, honest biological feeling from

us. So we did bring that biological feeling to
you last month.

Commissioner Manuel: Although, most of those
fishermen are like me without a degree in
biology and everything else. I think they
understand, or hopefully they understand, that if
they overfish it they're going to lose their
livelihood. Hopefully they take that into
consideration, especially for them old guys, you
know, and the young people, or just vice

versa, The young people more importantly than
the old guys. 1 just hope y'all keep that in mind.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Smitko.

Commissioner Smitko: If you open it, even at
12,000 sacks, you'd probably never get to fish
the reef that would open on January 20th, right?

Steve Beck: I'd have to look at the numbers
again and recalculate days.

Commissioner Smitko: Well, I mean you're
looking at 29 days for 6 —

Steve Beck: If you open November lst,
probably not.

Commissioner Smitko: Okay, so then that
would potentially be even more productive next
year,

Steve Beck: Correct. Also George reminded me
that the cultch plants will aiso be closed.

Commissioner Sunseri: I said or all dead,
because that can happen as well. And it has
happened many times. And I will tell you from
dealing with old timers in the business, when
resource is available, fish it because you don't
know what Mother Nature is going to bring
you. If you're going to have too much salt water
and you get dermo. Dermo was a disease that
happens to the oyster and it will die. Typically
oysters that don't get enough fresh water will
only have a lifespan of about 4 years, Then
they're going to go ahead and start dying, and if
you got too much fresh water it can kill them in
a matter of weeks. And in the summertime it
can happen in a matter of days. But in the
colder times, they can actually last longer, they
can survive, but that's what we're dealing

with. We're dealing with the unknown, and I've
seen this happen in my lifetime. A number of
times that we waited. We waited, and then it's
gone.

Commissioner Smitko: Well, then could there
be a potential of opening the season for

6,000 sacks and then on January 20th open it for
another 6,000 sacks?

Commissioner Sunseri: But the secretary can
shut it down at any time under his authority if
they find that the resource is in jeopardy. And
that was why I made a recommendation about
watching that 3-inch size. Because that's what
they've done customarily now over the last

10 years since Hurricane Katrina. Prior to that,
the season opened across the state on the first
Wednesday after Labor Day, shut down on
April 1st. That was what happened. Then after
Hurricane Katrina we started managing it,
micromanaging it a lot more. There's pluses and
minuses to that, but conditions are constantly
changing especially with the coastal projects that
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are occurring. We don't know what's going to
happen next year with whatever coastal project's
going to take place in Cameron Parish and how
it'l affect these natural resources, because that's
what we've seen happened in the fisheries a lot
over the last few years. Thank you very much
for bearing with me, Mr, Chairman and
Commissioner Smitko.

Chairman Yakupzack: Right now, if, hold

on. Come up to the microphone if you're going
to make another comment. But the time for
public comment is over, so if it's more of the
same | think this issue's been well vetted and
we're going to vote,

Audience Member: 1 just wanted to ask

Mr, Beck, last year they were sending, at least
three to four times a day they were sending, you
know, I guess they were wildlife agents or
biologists out there to ask everyone how long it
was taking them to catch their oysters, wasn't it,
Jeff? And everyone was taking, you know,
anywhere from an hour to an hour and a half, |
mean, if the resource wasn't there, you know, if
there's no way you're going to catch oysters a
hour or a hour and a half. Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: Sir, state your name and
address please.

Sharon Manuel: My name is Sharon

Manuel. I'm a business owner in Cameron. I'm
speaking for on behalf of I guess it's about six
businesses that are left in Cameron. My boy
fished last year at the end. That was a 7-sack
limit. He only fished once or twice in his life
through the season and I'd say probably, what,
couple hours, 3 hours, 4 hours he had his limit,
and that's the first time he's ever fished. These
guys fish all their life. They're right. There is
oysters there, but I'm not begging anybody. Our
town is in bad shape right now. The oil field is
gone, our businesses are way down. These guys,
if they don't get their oysters this year they can't
pay their bills. I barely pay my bills to stay
open. We have a company called LNG which is
supposed to be coming in the best I've heard is

the first of the year. There'll be jobs coming in,
but then I'm hearing again that may be another
6 months, so we're struggling pretty bad in
Cameron. Why we don't have more officials
from our parish coming in here and try to help
us, I have no clue. If the season doesn't open
here they don't have at least, and | know for a
fact, at least a 7-sack limit, I mean, that's the last
knife. You're putting it in our back, so you
might as well shut it down. Cameron might as
well close up, because I'm telling you there's
nothing there,

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you for your
comments,
Mr. Manuel. Commissioner Courville,

Commissioner Courville: I'm going to rephrase
my comments. I'm in favor of opening, having
some semblance of a season, but if we give the
Department the authority to close it at their
discretion we have to have some idea as to what
is that criteria for closing it. 1 ask the question
and Mr. Beck obliged me to say around

6,600 sacks would fit that percentage threshold,
historic threshold. As I appreciate it,
Commissioner Sunseri would like to see an
undersized deal. The real elephant in the room
is under what criteria will the Department move
to close the season, and I'm suggesting that we
should probably pick a sack limit so that these
folks have an idea when it’s going to stop
because as I appreciate this information if you
opened it tomorrow the biological data would
say close it that minute right after you opened it,
so in the absence of that what metric are we
going to use to say alright enough is

enough. That's my question.

Steve Beck: So our typical ways that we look to
close seasons is correct. If it's taking a
substantial amount of time for oystermen to get
their limit, that's one metric we look at. If
there's rampant illegal activities in the area,
that's another reason we'd completely shut it
down. For this circumstance, given the historic
declines in the stock, or the present decline in
the stock we suggested that we have a very
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conservative season if we had one at all, and that
was why we picked that 10 percent threshold
because in the past historical harvest was oniy
10 percent of the resource, and we're faced with
a smaller resource because of a combination of
hydrologic influences and, so we're going to
have to get, if there is a season it's going to have
to be a more conservative season than years
past. We can't keep doing, as the stock declines
you can't keep harvesting the same level. That's
just not how it works,

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Sunseri?

Commissioner Sunseri: Thank you,

Mr. Chairman. It's been 9 years, [ believe,
correct me if I'm wrong, since East Cove's been
open.

Steve Beck: Six.

Commissioner Sunseri: Six years. Six years isa
long time, We have really no idea what's out
there, and historically East Cove was the most
productive area. With that being said, we won't
know really until you get out there and so think
about it. Think about it. Six years the season's
been closed to these people. We did shell

plants. We're waiting for those shell plants that
now are old enough to go ahead and

harvest. There are other areas in that bay that's
been very productive historically. The
Department is well versed in operating openings
and closings of oyster seasons. They know
when to do it, and they know why to do it. What
the reasons are. I have never heard of a number
in my nearly 40 years of being in the business a
sack number being put on for closing an

area. Never. And it, correct me if I'm wrong,
someone,

Chairman Yakupzack: Assistant
Secretary Banks?

Patrick Banks: Commissioner Sunseri, you're
exactly right. We've never placed publicly like
this a quota, but we certainly in the last several

years have developed some ideas within our
biological ranks of what we feel like a resource
in a particular area can handle. And a lot of that
has been based on what we call the shell budget
where we try to maintain shell resources because
of the sheer expense it takes to replace

habitat. In this case, you know, we struggled to
try to understand what to offer you guys in terms
of a number, and I think Steve came up with a
good metric. We looked back at the data and we
showed in those years the long span of 20,

30 years where we felt like it looked like the
resource was stable. Yeah, there was a little bit
of up and down, but it was stable. The overall
harvest as a percent of total amount of sacks
available was around 10 to 15 percent, and so
we said look that was the percentage that was
harvested during those years when it was

stable. Let's try not to go above that. I think
that's about as good as we can give you. Now
that results this year in somewhat of a hard quota
that we're recommending, and this is
unprecedented for us to do that, but, look, we're
trying to help you find a way to provide a season
and that's unfortunately the metric we can come
up with to help you.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Manuel.

Commissioner Manuel: Mr. Banks, when did
we close Sabine Lake?

Patrick Banks: [ don't know when it actually
closed, but from what ! understand it hasn't been
opened in over 40 years.

Commissioner Manuel: 409
Audience Member: 1942,
Patrick Banks: Oh, there you go.

Commissioner Manuel: Is there a reason for
that? The biological reason? Or political.

Patrick Banks: Well, in my 16-year career we
have not had a biological reason, in terms of
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numbers of oysters, to keep the lake closed. We
have had other concerns for the lake as the
reason why we have not recommended an
opening. For many, many years and just until
here recently it had to remain closed because the
Department of Health and Hospitals didn't have
a sanitary survey in the lake. So, therefore, they
could not certify that the waters were clean
enough to harvest. They did complete that a few
years ago, but it was the State's position that we
would keep that lake closed to harvest at that
time.

Commissioner Manuel: The State's position or
the Commission's position?

Patrick Banks: Well, actually it was both, We
as the State agency came to you all and
recommended to keep it closed and you all
agreed and kept it closed.

Commissioner Manuel: Is there any plan in the
future to reopen it?

Patrick Banks: | wouldn't say there's a plan to
reopen it but we look at it every year and we
certainly are prepared to.

Commissioner Manuel: We do sample there?
Patrick Banks: We certainly do. We estimate
the stock size there and we have since

2010. Once the sanitary survey was completed
and DHH said hey, if y'all want to have a season
the water's clean enough, we started estimating
the stock size in anticipation of the discussion.

Commissioner Manuel: So next year we will
have sampling done and give us the report?

Patrick Banks: That's correct.
Commissioner Manuel: Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Smitko.

Commissioner Smitko: I appreciate what
Commissioner Sunseri is saying, but when he
says just open the season and don't put a limit,
you're setting these people up for a big
disappointment. Because if you leave it up to
the discretion of the Department, they're saying
right now don't open it. So we have to have
something to take, if we want to give them some
type of a season. We have to have something in
there to take the discretion away. And I just
can't agree with the 'if they're out there go get
them’ approach. We have to manage the
resource somewhat. Yeah, | know the oysters
might die. But we have to make a good faith
effort to manage the resource. Somebody give
me an option 1 can live with.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Sunseri.

Commissioner Sunseri: Thank you

Mr. Chairman. On shell budget that was
brought up a moment ago, that has a lot to do
with betting on planting that there's shell, the
reef that's partially taken. In this regard, there's
not shell being taken. There are just

oysters. These are market oysters that can be
taken, 3-inch and above and it's quite different,
and I'm telling you from being in the business, if
you're catching seven sacks with a small dredge
like that in an hour in a little skiff, that's making
oysters. And that's how they left it last

year. And so | appreciate all this discussion and,
with that, I'm going to recommend that we close
debate and vote.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Beck. 1
mean, I'm sorry. Excuse me. This has been a
long discussion, huh, Biologist Beck.

Steve Beck: So, yeah, Commissioner Smitko's
point of if they leave it to us we're saying if
there would be a season we would use that

10 percent threshold and we also prepared a

15 percent threshold where if you look at seven
sacks a day, of 35 boats a day are getting seven
sacks the season would be open 13 days on the
east side and almost 28 days on the west

coast. We prepared those numbers as well, so
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Jjust wanted to, if the season is open we would
use this harvest quota to close the resource, or,
in addition to our traditional methods of closing.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you

Mr. Beck. So, to rephrase, you have a motion
on the floor to open the season on the east and
west side on November [st, with the exception
of the Chenier Reef, that wouldn't open 'til
January 20th.

Commissioner Sunseri: Correct,

Chairman Yakupzack: With no other
restraints. Seven-sack limit.

Commissioner Sunseri: Seven-sack.

Commissioner Manuel: That's the earliest. And
I'll second it, that motion. That's the earliest that
Chenier Reef could be open is the 20th?

Steve Beck: Of January.

Commissioner Manuel: We can't administer a
little quicker deal?

Steve Beck: | would have to ask,

Patrick Banks: That's the timing of the notice of
intent process.

Commissioner Manuel: You'll need to try
harder.

Patrick Banks: Well I'll ask the APA if it could
try harder for us, Commissioner Manuel.

Chairman Yakupzack: Okay. So, there's a
second for that motion by Commissioner
Manuel. We're going to take a vote. [ would
Jjust from the extensive discussion we've had, 1
want to ask Ms. Thomas to call roll for a roll call
vote. Excluding me to begin with as Chair.

Angela Thomas: Chad Courville.

Commissioner Courville: No.
Angela Thomas: Bill Hogan.
Commissioner Hogan: Yes.
Angela Thomas: Pat Manuel.
Commissioner Manuel: Yes.
Angela Thomas: Bobby Samanie.
Commissioner Samanie: Yes.
Angela Thomas: Jerri Smitko.
Commissioner Smitko: Yes.
Angela Thomas: Al Sunseri.
Commissioner Sunseri: Yes.
Angela Thomas: Mr. Chairman?

Chairman Yakupzack: It sounds like to me five
in favor, one opposed. Motion passes. Please
exit the room quietly. We appreciate y'all
coming and the democratic process, but we got a
lot more business to get through. And in that
regard since you're exiting, I'd like to take a
5-minute recess. So we'll start back in about

5 minutes,

Reconvene commission meeting, QOctober 6th,
2016. We are on Agenda Item No. 12: Receive
an Update on Special Artificial Reef Sites
Moratorium®, Mike McDonough, Biologist for
Fisheries,

Mike McDonough: Thank you. Good
afternoon. Mike McDonough. I'm the artificial
reef coordinator for the Department. I'm going
to brief you quickly on special artificial reef
sites. To be clear, the consideration that we're
asking right now is the artificial reef program is

8 See Exhibit 6 attached hereto and made a part hereof
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asking the artificial reef council to lift this
moratorium so we're not asking an action item of
the commission. To give you a little background
on why we're asking this decision and why we're
asking it specifically of the artificial reef
council, I'll give a brief background on the
program in general. The National Fish
Enhancement Act of 1984 was the first piece of
legislation to address artificial reef
development. It directed the Secretary of
Commerce to develop a national artificial reef
plan which emphasized that artificial reefs
should be a fisheries management tool. It
specifically asked for the involvement of state
natural resource agents, state natural resource
agencies to ensure the compatibility of fisheries
management. It does apply these rules to
artificial reefs in both state and federal

waters. We'll specifically be talking about reefs
in federal waters here. It ensured that programs
doing artificial reefs would have the ability to
assume the long-term liability for any of these
deployments. So Louisiana, we wrote the
Louisiana Fishing Enhancement Act of 1986. It
created the artificial reef program within the
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, It
required our own artificial reef plan to be written
which was completed and approved in 1987. It
established the artificial reef trust fund and it
formed the artificial reef council, and the
composition of the artificial reef council is the
secretary of the department, the dean of the
school of the coast, the environment and the
executive director of sea grant or their
designees. Traditionally the assistant secretary
of fisheries had served as the department's
member of that council and chairman, So more
on the artificial reef council. Louisiana Fishing
Enhancement Act empower the counsel to
oversee the development and implementation of
the artificial reef plan. We also go to them to
decisions that are sort of out of the box, if you
will. For instance, when we amended the
Louisiana Artificial Reef Plan to allow for the
development of special artificial reef sites and
then again for deep water reef sites the artificial
reef council was tasked with approving those
amendments. We also take each of the SARS

proposals to the artificial reef council because
they are outside of the planning area meant to be
special. We asked the artificial reef council to
help us determine that they are, in fact, special
and they have also been empowered to give
recommendations for how the artificial reef trust
fund is used. So this is a map of every artificial
reef site that Louisiana has developed. I'll point
out quickly, the large pink boxes are planning
areas. These were approved at the same time as
the Louisiana Artificial Reef Plan. The small
blue boxes both inside and outside of the
planning areas are reef sites. The blue boxes
outside of the planning areas would be our
special artificial reef sites. And I'm going to
show a detail of this map in the next slide. It'll
be defined by the red box that you see

here. And so in the 1990s the artificial reef
council approved the addition of Amendment 2
to authorize the program to create the special
artificial reef sites. The concept being that we
wanted to take advantage of unusual
opportunities to preserve habitat outside of the
planning areas. So in this map you'll still see
you know that we have the planning areas
depicted, they're the pink reef sites both inside
and outside of the planning areas. Again, these
reef sites outside the planning areas are the
SARS, special artificial reef sites. In the bottom
right you'll see a depiction of our Eugene Island
313 reef. Thisis a SARS, however once a reef
site is created and as it's enhanced, reef sites are
pretty much reef sites, they're another image of a
planning area reef would look very similar. So
what is different about SARS? Again, not just
that they're outside of the planning areas but
there are additional restrictions on their
creation. The qualifying criteria, a proposal
must meet one or more of the following

criteria. Must be of either historical or
biological significance. What we mean by
historical is the first two SARS that were created
were Grand Isle 9 and South Timbalier 86, both
of which were very, very popular fishing spots
before they were accepted into the program as
reef sites. Additionally South Timbalier 86
apparently was very popular with the diamond
community. The other potential criteria that
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they can meet are being part of a cooperative
effort with the artificial reef program containing
shipwrecks or other derelicts. None of the
SARS have been justified through all these
criteria. However, being an integral part of a
demonstration project our Eugene Island 314
reef site was created when Mariner, the owner of
the structures that helped to seed that side
funded a research project that LSU continued for
a number of years and was actually lead to some
good guidance to the program since that

time. In addition, each SARS proposal, in order
to be approved, must meet all of the following
mandatory criteria. It must benefit commercial
or recreational fishing or provide fish habitat
removing the material that have a negative
impact on fish. It must not pose a threat to
navigation. It must not occupy currently
trawlable bottom. I'll be talking a little more
about why that's highlighted. It must have an
overall positive impact on user groups and for
every SARS created we agree to remove an
equal area from the planning areas, and to this
date we've removed blocks main past 145, 272
and 273 and Ship Shoal 228. So total acreage of
SARS that we've either created or have currently
permitted is right now at 6,792 acres. The area
that we have removed from our planning areas
comes to 23,040 acres. And then finally each of
these proposals must be free of hazardous
material. So in 2008 the concept of SARS got a
little bit heated, specifically it was the currently
trawlable bottom issue. There was a group that
would come to both artificial reef council
meetings and the specific SARS proposal
meetings and they were upset that these reef
sites were being created outside of the planning
areas and potentially impacting trawlable
bottom, It's not an easy position for us to figure
out because this part of the program is where we
are talking about reefing offshore platforms
which to our understanding shrimpers do not
only avoid standing platforms but they avoid
them by some radius typically a quarter mile to a
half nautical mile, but I'll get into what our plans
for are for meeting with the shrimping
community and assessing that problem. What is
definitely true is that we were doing a lot of

SARS out of hurricane toppled structures. Right
now there are 22 total sites. The regionals are
Grand Isle 9 and South Timbalier 86. We now
classify these as near shore reef sites but they
were created originally as special artificial reef
sites, Among the rest of the SARS that have
been either established or permitted you'll notice
a high prominence in hurricane toppled
structures and in addition to that Katrina and
Rita figure most prominently. So it was 2005
toppled a lot of structures in the Eugene Island
area where we do not have a planning area but
we ended up creating a lot of reef sites out of the
structures that were toppled by Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita. And so at the same time, well
let me back up a second, the federal level
rickster reefs is authorized by the Bureau of
Safety and Environmental Enforcement or
BSEE. They were formally a Mineral
Management Services or MMS. Each operator
that is decommissioning a platform must submit
their decommissioning plan to MMS, now
BSEE, and if they want reefing to be an option
they have to submit that plan and have it
approved. So that's BSEE's role in the
authorization of reefs to reefs. In 2009, as a
response to 2005 hurricanes, they amended, they
wrote an addendum to their reefs to reef

policy. They continued to support and
encourage the reuse of obsolete oil and gas
facilities but they did establish guidelines that
created an effective SARS moratorium. Now in
this case the federal government has actually
moved quicker than we have ourselves. In 2013
they issued another policy which lifted that
SARS moratorium but they did continue to issue
a restriction on platforms that were toppled by
storm or disaster or any other reason that
intentionally toppling for the purpose of reefs for
a reefing. So we currently have authorization
from the federal government to create special
artificial reefs sites but we do have our own
SARS moratorium in place. So we feel right
now there's a couple of different reasons or
advantages to opening, to lifting this
moratorium. Firstly that the percentages of
structures that were reefs. So this would be due
to a hundred feet of water, the number of
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structures that were taken out of the Gulf of
Mexico versus the number of structures that we
reefed versus the number of structures that were
taken out of the Gulf of Mexico. And if you
look at the 2016 figures, all of the figures that
are smaller are in red. So we do have a slight
decline in the number of platforms that we were
able to capture from the Gulf of Mexico by
reefing them. We also have recently created
some near shore planning areas and been
approached by decommissioning contractor who
is responsible for removing some platforms that
were orphaned by a bankrupt

company. Currently there's not a lot of overlap
between theirs, where those structures are and
where our planning areas are, so we would need
to have the SARS moratorium lified in order to
take those proposals as a program. So that is
why the program is currently asking the artificial
reef council to consider lifting the

moratorium, We are also proposing that they
add a restriction to amendment to the
amendment that authorizes SARS against
reefing toppled structures to bring our own
requirements into alignment with the federal
guidelines. We would like them to consider
changing the requirement that we subtract areas
from the planning area to read that we will
consider subtracting areas with higher shrimp
trawl effort so that as we are removing areas
from the planning areas, we're always giving
back, if you will, area that is of a higher shrimp
trawl value than where we're developing. So
right now the program's current role, we are in a
30-day public comment period and anything has
anything to say please forward that to my
attention. We're scheduling meetings with user
groups at which we anticipate answering
questions, getting concerns so that if there are
additional changes that we can make to our
guidelines that'll ensure that our impact, any
potential negative impacts are minimized and
then taking suggestions to that same point. We
have not finished scheduling those meetings but
we hope to get through them and get the
feedback and schedule an artificial reef council
meeting by the end of the year, And that is all I
have. 1'd be happy to answer questions.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Courville.

Commissioner Courville: Just for my education,
your restriction against reefing toppled
structures is simply you don't have a sense for
where those are and it's the obligation of the
platform owner to decommission that in a proper
manner. [s that the rationale behind it?

Mike McDonough: From our perspective,

yes. That structure that was toppled by a
hurricane or some other event was not propetly
prepared for reefing. And in the programs
direct experience some of these SARS that we
created we got a drawing that showed we would
accept this amount of material in this
configuration and then that company had to go
in and do their well abandonment still, they had
to plug leaks and such. Their well abandonment
guys are a different crew than their
decommissioning guys, and they've got a
different mandate, and it's to get those weils
plugged. So if there's stuff in the way, it's
getting cut, it's coming out, they're tossing it
aside. And once it's tossed aside, it's debris
which we don't really want to accept and can't
accept. And so we're left with far less material
in the end than the original proposal that came
in.

Commissioner Courville: So as this evolves, the
only platforms that are eligible are standing
platforms that will go through the guidelines
established by your crew to decommission in an
appropriate manner after plug and
abandonment?

Mike McDonough: That's correct.

Commissioner Courville: How many of those
do you turn away? [ mean, 1 would assume if
I'm an offshore operator I want to go this route
because it's going to save me a ton of money.

Mike McDonough: Yeah. So right now it puts

a strong hampering on our ability to develop
new reef sites in place and we just haven't been
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entertaining those proposals for the last
8 years, So we don't even have a quantifiable
amount that we -

Commissioner Courville: So you've got people
who want to do it, but we've got a moratorium.

Mike McDonough: That's correct sir.

Commissioner Courville: Run back, real quick
for me, what was the premise behind the original
moratorium?

Mike McDonough: As [ mentioned, at some of
our meetings in 2008 there was a group that was
coming to the meetings and they felt that we
were not living up to our mandate not to occupy
currently trawlable bottom. And as [ said, that's
a difficult thing for us to assess, we feel that
going with standing platforms are areas where
they're already avoiding so that would pretty
easily be considered not trawlable

bottom. However, we're within an agency that
serves, you know —

Commissioner Courville: All vsers.

Mike McDonough: Lots of user groups and so,
right now the program's mandate is to get an
accurate picture of that point right here. We're
not going to ask the artificial reef council to
make that decision without them feeling
confident that if there are any potential negative
impacts it's not large but we're doing our best to
mitigate it and minimize it

Commissioner Courville: And one last one. In
your planning areas, are there trawling
restrictions?

Mike McDonough: No, no.

Commissioner Courville: So it's a friendly
gesture, if you will, on releasing all those
planning areas. I mean, what's the significance
of releasing so much of the planning area?

Mike McDonough: So we want to make sure, at
minimum, that we're giving back at least as
much area from a project management
standpoint. And even just a simple data base
perspective, it's easier to take an OCS block and
remove it than to carve out some tiny part of an
OCS block. And so at the time that those
decisions were made, entire OCS blocks were
removed, but I should have said that in the first
place.

Commissioner Courville: Thank you.
Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Sunseri.

Commissioner Sunseri: Thank you
Mr. Chairman. Who funds the top lien in
closing of these rigs?

Mike McDonough: So all of that is the
operator's responsibility. And this is true
whether that structure is coming out of the Gulf
of Mexico or going to an existing

re-site. They've severed the piles from below
the mud line. Picked the structure up, take it to
the reef site and only when all of our guidelines
are met do we get a drawing that indicates how
the work happens and it meets our requirements
and then we accept the structure.

Commissioner Sunseri: Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you
Mr. McDonough.

Mike McDonough: Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: Agenda Item

No. 13: Receive and Consider a Notice of Intent
Modifying a Ban on Commercial Fishing Gear
and Establishing a Commercial Fishing Season
in Poverty Point Reservoir’. Mr. Ryan Daniel,
Biologist.

7 Sec Exhibit 7 attached hereto and made a part hereof

Page 40



LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

October 6, 2016

Ryan Daniel: Thank you Mr. Chairman,
Commissioners. I'm Ryan Daniel with the
Inland Fisheries Division in District 2 in Monroe
and I'll be discussing our intent to establish a
commercial fishing season at Poverty Point
Reservoir. A few facts about Poverty Point. It's
a 2,700 acre lake located just north of Delhi,
Louisiana in Richmond Parish. The lake opened
to the public in 2003 along with the opening of
Poverty Point Reservoir State Park. The lake is
operated by the Office of State Parks. They
have management authority of all our activities
on the water except for fishing. When the lake
opened we implemented regulations to ban the
use of trout lines, yo yos, traps and all types of
nets. Our notice of intent states that the
commission does hereby give its intent to
modify the current net ban and to establish and
permit a special recurring commercial fishing
season allowing the use of certain nets in
Poverty Point Reservoir, Here's an aerial photo
of the lake. The net graphics that I've included
here show the anticipated commercial fishing
zone in the lake. This part of the lake is wide
open, fairly shallow, depths are less than 9 feet
deep, and this is where a lot of the commercial
species do occur in the lake. So some of the
peninsula you see on the east side, these are man
made peninsulas created for residential
developments. On the east side this is Bayou
Mason, along the east side the state park has
facilities on both ends of the lake north and
south end. All access is controlled through these
facilities. They have two boat launches, and
also the lake has become very popular for
croppy fishing. It is well known croppy

fishery, Actually 7 of our Top 10 croppy are
currently from Poverty Point Reservoir. During
the time that this commercial season will happen
during the following winter the croppy will be in
deep water areas. These are old ox bow
channels of Bayou Mason right in here. These
depths exceed 20 feet deep. The croppy will
congregate to these deeper areas during the
following winter season. This area up here on
the north end is also very deep. These are the
two popular croppy fishing areas on Poverty
Point during the following winter seasons. This

table shows the common species or {inaudible}
fish species that are found in Poverty Point. The
numbers you see are the catch per unit effort
values. The catch per unit effort is defined as
the number of fish per 100 feet of net per

night. These values seem low but these actually
do reflect a fairly abundant population of all of
these species listed here. And one thing I want
to look at is the values on, from our last sample
in 2014. They have all increased since we began
sampling with gill nets and specify this sample if
we're done with gill nets and I'm including our
last three gill net samples from 2008, 2011 and
2014, but we've seen an increase in abundance
in nearly all of these species listed here. Poverty
Point has an abundant blue catfish and channel
catfish population. This is a link distribution
graph. It shows the sizes of these fish. Both of
these species are going to be very sought after
by commercial fisherman. And this graph
shows that there is a wide variety in the range of
sizes of these fish. They're both very, very
common in the lake right now. Andto
summarize the intent with purpose of this NOI,
this is where we'll send a ban on trawling gill
nets on Poverty Point Reservoir. it will
establish and allow recurring commercial fishing
season on Poverty Point adopting the existing
framework for special commercial seasons
already in place on Lake Providence, Bruin and
False River. It would essentially lump Poverty
Point into a group of these three other

lakes. This will create an opportunity for
commercial fisherman to take advantage of an
expanding and underutilized resource. Qur past
surveys have shown that very few fisherman are
targeting channel catfish or blue catfish
exclusively much less any of the other species in
the lake. There's very little fishing pressure on
any of these rough fish species in, in Poverty
Point currently. And we'll utilize commercial
fishing as a fisheries management tool for the
removal of these rough fish species and also
promote a healthier fish community and
potentially stimulate and support fish
populations. And the way that we intend for this
to work is that any licensed commercial
fisherman would be able to call our licensing
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section, request a special code to fish in Poverty
Point and then once he gets that code he will
contact the District 2 office and also the Office
of State Parks and they will direct him where on
the lake to fish and when he can start

fishing, The state park will be directing the
actual activity under the guidance of Wildlife
and Fisheries. This will be a very monitored
fishing season. We'll have state park personnel
watching over the fishermen. Also our
enforcement agencies, as well as inland fishery
staff, to make sure they are not having any
adverse impacts to non-target species such as
croppy or bass or other game fish species. Any
questions?

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Courville.

Commissioner Courville: The genesis to this, is
this from the Department, State Parks or the
Commercial Fishing Industry or the residents or
the recreational users? Do you have a sense for
that?

Ryan Daniel: Well, the N.O.1. originated from
department staff. We looked over all our
sampling results and realized that we were
seeing a lot of commercial species in the lake
that was not being utilized at all and we felt this
would be a great opportunity with our
commercial fishermen to utilize these fish in the
lake and to also reduce competition with the
game fish species in the lake.

Commissioner Courville: A follow-up question
to that, please. Correct me if I'm wrong but you
said State Parks would basically be in charge of
administering the permits, if you will, for the
commercial fisherman, Is that, did I hear that
right?

Ryan Daniel: The commercial fisherman would
need to get a special permit from our licensing
section first. They would contact our licensing
section to get a special code to fish in Poverty
Point and the State Park would ensure that they
did have that special code on their commercial
license.

Commissioner Courville; So State Parks would
be in charge of enforcement to make sure they
stay in those three zones.

Ryan Daniel: Right. They would designate the
fishing zones.

Commissioner Courville: Okay. And then my
last question is do you get a sense that either the
Department, through their permitting process, or
State Parks will have an identified number of
potential fisherman that it appears to be a
reasonably small area where you get to a
maximum number of permits of people who can
actually exercise commercial activities in those
zones?

Ryan Daniel: We do anticipate this to be a
popular fishery. We do not have an estimate of
numbers of commercial fisherman that will
apply for this special fishing season but we do
anticipate that, at least, in the first year so that
there will be many, many anglers that will be
interested in fishing here. They're going to be
aware of the fish that are out there.

Commissioner Courville: And they're going to
be using gill nets to harvest.

Ryan Daniel: Gill nets and trowl nets only. The
nets will have a 3 Y-inch middle and bar size.

Commissioner Courville: So, I'll just be

clear. I'm in favor of this but what could happen
is a really extraordinary demand in number of
people trying to access those three zones, is
there a mechanism in place to deal with that?

Ryan Daniel: Well the process will be it'll be a
first come first serve basis where the State Parks
will actually tell these commercial anglers where
to fish on the lake and for a certain amount of
time they're allowed to fish.

Commissioner Courville: Okay. So we're going

to depend on state parks to manage, if you will,
the number of users,
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Ryan Daniel: Under our direction, they wiil be
in constant discussion with us and under our
direction they will be able to get that
information to the fisherman.

Commissioner Courville: The reason I ask is
['ve seen other programs that have good
intentions but then you get this massive rush of
demand and so many people stacked on top of
one another and no mechanism to deal with
that. So that's the only thing I would just
mention as a word of caution is that they're
prepared for that if it occurs,

Ryan Daniel: We don't expect to get completely
overwhelmed by implications, there's not a lot of
commercial fishing activity in that part of the
state right now.

Commissioner Courville: Okay thanks.

Chairman Yakupzack: Any public comment on
this issue?

Commissioner Manuel: Motion to accept.

Chairman Yakupzack: The motion by
Commissioner Manuel to adopt the notice of
intent to modify the ban on commercial fishing
gear and establishing a commercial fishing
season in Poverty Point Reservoir as written by
the Department,

Commissioner Courville: Second.

Chairman Yakupzack: Second by
Commissioner Courville. Any public
comment? Any further questions or
discussion? All those in favor?

All: Yea.

Chairman Yakupzack: Any opposed? Hearing
no opposition, motion passes. Thank you

Mr. Daniel.

Ryan Daniel: Thank you,

Chairman Yakupzack: Agenda Item

No. 14: Receive Summary Report of Recent
LDWF Assessments including blue crab, mullet,
black drop, sheepshead, flounder, spotted sea
trout and red drum.® Mr. Jason Adriance,
Biologist from Fisheries.

Jason Adriance: Thank you Mr. Chairman and
Commissioners. As soon as | get a mouse back,
[ can get to that presentation. There it

is. Alright, there we go. As you know, we
recently released some assessments and we were
asked to give you a summary of those
assessments so I have a quick 31 slides to go
through here. I'll try to do it clearly and
quickly. Stop me at any point if you have a
question. I'll go through what they cover. That
blue crab assessment is a 2016 report with data
through 2015. The stripe mullet is the 2016
report with data through 2014 and that's the one
this commission would have seen in

February. Black drum is the 2015 report with
data through 2013. Southem flounder is 2015
report with data through 2013. Sheepshead is
the same. The spotted sea trout is a 2014 report
with data through 2013 and the red drum
information we have is a 2005 statement report
with data through 2002. So we'll start with blue
crab and you all have dealt with this recently,
but as you can see we've, as far as fishing
mortality, there have been some recent years that
have been pretty close to that established
threshold. And as far as the exploitable bio
mass, that last data point there you can see is
beyond that threshold, so what does that

mean? That means the stock has crossed the
over fished threshold. It's very near the over
fishing threshold, however blue crab is
considered an annual crop. It's pretty resilient to
heavy fishing pressure. There's likely no near
term potential for any more stock availability
and you all have placed restrictions in motion
already and there's current actions through an
NOL Our seasonal closure of the commercial
and trap fishery during February for the next

3 years starting in 2017 and also a restriction of

¥ See Exhibit 8 attached hereto and made a part hereof

Page 43



LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

October 6, 2016

that female harvest for those same years, For
stripe mullet, as you can see, we're well below
the fishing mortality threshold and as far as bio
mass, now this bio mass graphic is produced in
terms of eggs for the spawning stock. However
it is well above that established threshold. So
currently that stock is not over-fished, not
undergoing over-fishing. It has been over-fished
and experienced some over-fishing in the

past. Currently there's no management
anticipated but there is some potential there to
harvest more bio mass. For black drum, you
would have seen this most recently in March,
these next two graphics as part of our
management benchmarks NOI that's out in the
process. You can see fishing mortality has
stayed pretty stable over the past few years
below target. Spawning stock bio mass well
above target and has responded pretty well to
management action in the past. So that stock is
currently also not over-fished, not undergoing
over-fishing, It did have some over-fishing in
earlier years. There's currently no change of
management. However there is stock available
that's not being harvested. For sheepshead, it
has been below target as far as fishing mortality
in recent years. You can see there's some pretty
extreme bouncing around there but it has stayed
below target. The bio mass, female bio mass is
below the target but above the threshold, so
that's one we're keeping an eye on. It is not
over-fished, not undergoing over-

fishing. There's no change in management
currentfy and that bio mass is near the target and
above the threshold, but there's likely not much
potential there for increased harvest at this
time. Southern flounder, fishing mortality has
been pretty close to that target. I will say that
2013, that high point that's over the threshold
there, that's likely due to an emerit data

issue. So that's nothing we're concerned about at
this point. Spawning stock bio mass has been
pretty much bouncing around that target and is
currently just slightly below. So it's currently
not over-fished, not undergoing over-fishing. It
did experience some over-fishing during one
year and was over-fished at certain points in the
past. There is no change in management

currently and, like [ said, the stock has been
bouncing around on target. Likely not too much
potential for increased harvest in the future at
this time and, as I mentioned, that 2013 fishing
mortality point, we're not too concerned at this
point because that is likely an emerit data

issue. Spotted sea trout, this would have been
the information given the commission on the fall
of 2014, | believe. You can see it has bounced
between that target and limit over the past few
years, There had been some over-fishing points
there in the past but it's currently near or just
below that target. Bio mass you can see has
been above the target in recent years and just
now down around the targets, slightly

below. It's currently not over-fished or
undergoing over-fishing. It did experience some
over-fishing in the past. That stock is near both
its fishing mortality and spawning stock bio
mass targets so there's likely no harvest, no
additional harvest available but there's also no
restrictions needed at this time. Red drum. This
is that 2005 report 1 mentioned and it uses data
through 2002. This is calculating an escapement
rate so in other words the number of juveniles
that escape the estuary and making it to the adult
stock and you can, there's a 30 percent
escapement rate that's agreed upon by the gulf
states and as you can see that's currently above
that as of this report but we didn't want to leave
you with just a 2002 report so this is our current
fisheries independent index from the samples we
take. It is divided into an old index and a new
index, we changed the way we sample in 2010,
the amount of sites and locations, and so those
two are over-layed, you can see it's been
relatively stable in the past years so the red
drum, they are currently above that

30 pulmonary embolism escapement rate. There
is a stock assessment ongoing of the offshore
stock right now however that's a data limited
process as Sedar defines it and whether that
information will be useful or not, we'll have to
see. Our fishery independent index in recent
years has been relatively stable and our limits
appear to be sufficient at this time. So, to
summarize all that, blue crab has crossed the
over-fishing threshold and it's very near the
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over-fished threshold and this Commission has
taken action to reduce that harvest over the next
3 years. All other stocks are not currently over-
fished or undergoing over-fishing, although
some of the stocks have been in an over-fished
or over-fishing condition in the past in the
history of those assessments. Some stocks,
striped mullet and black drum for example have
the potential for additional harvest beyond our
current limits, Southern flounder, sheepshead
and spotted sea trout are near their targets and
limits and, or limits appear to be sufficient at
this time, so red drum is above that 30 percent
escapement rate and our fisheries independent
index has a stable trend and those limits appear
to be sufficient at this time. So with that 1 will
take any questions you have,

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you

Mr. Adriance. Agenda Item 15: Receive
Update on Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management
Council’. Mr, Myron Fischer, Biologist
Fisheries.

Myron Fischer: Mr. Chairman, Commissioners,
I'm Myron Fischer, I'm in the Fisheries

Section. I'm going to update you briefly on the
past Gulf Council meeting and tell you what's in
store for the coming meeting. The last meeting
was held in August in New Orleans. The
highlights of the meeting. Data collection, we
discussed log books for our sector and involved
in the log books would be a hail out, a hail in
and the captains would have to submit data prior
to arriving at the dock on a National Marine
Fisheries' approved device. This is the preferred
alternative as the document stands. We're going
to work on it again at the next meeting and
probably be taking final action on it in

January. So there is time to change preferred
alternatives based on feedback from charter and
the technical committee. We, the technical
committee met last week., LDWF represented
by a few people on this committee so we feel all
input, we had input into this

decision. Amendment 41 is the red snapper

® See Exhibit 9 attached hereto and made a part hereof

management for federally permitted

vessels. The permitted vessels prosecuting red
snapper. We heard analysis on split seasons and
it doesn't appear that split seasons would give
any more days. It would be around that 45 days
but captains have stated they could sell a trip for
anything during the summer. What they would
like to see would be maybe a spring or a fall
season so this would be incorporated in their
amendment, be deliberated at the next meeting
and possibly incorporated into the

amendment. We did receive a presentation that
gray trigger fishes continue to be over-

fished. Population's over-fished as it stands and
we will have to go into rebuilding

plan. Rebuilding plan, you don't have many
tools in your tool box, managers could work on
bag limit, size limit, closed season and
commercially a trip limit, and these will be in to
document and these documents take about a year
to a year and a half to come to fruition. So it
doesn't happen overnight and you'll see when we
talk about the coming meetings it's a lot of the
same information that was at the last

meeting. So, on the commercial side the
modifications to the [FQ system which was
Amendment 36, it covers red snapper, grouper
and tile fish prosecuted commercially, And the
biggest high point on this is the inactive
shareholder accounts when the system went to
ITQs and IFQs, there was some accounts had so
few fish in them that they were never

activated. I think the whole total's only around
25,000 pounds. But it's what do you do with
these fish and how do you distribute them to get
them into the fishery, and that's what this
document's going to handle. And also
mid-quota changes. If you allocate a quota and
something happens that there's going to be a
reduction in quota, well fishermen may have
used up their whole quota so it would be a
system where federal government could retain
part of the quota 'til these issues are worked out
then go back and reissue whatever quota's
remaining. So now we'll bring you to the next
meeting that's coming up in a few weeks, It's
going to be in Biloxi. Once again we'll be
talking about data and commercial log books,
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I'm sorry, log books for the for-hire industry and
that document probably going to come to an end
at that meeting. It's not noticed for final action,
so final action most likely wouldn't happen 'til
the January meeting. And mackerel, coastal
migratory pelagic Amendment 29 working on a
sharing and accountability section, commercial
sector harvest about 100 to 105 percent of their
quota, we're at recreational sectors constantly
down around 35 percent. It had one real spike
up to 65 percent but they're well under quota and
would be giving the counsel the ability to move
X amount of fish, a million pounds of fish from
one sector to another. It's come into a lot of
hurdles and a lot of triggers of what would
trigger the movement and you start ofT with
something that looks so easy and so simple and
it gets very complex with the legalities
involved. Shrimp which we stay on top of
because it's very important to us. We're going
receive an update from National Marine
Fisheries on the turtle excluded device and we
will, that'll get into a risk assessment on the
threshold of where we set permit numbers and
which leads into Options Paper 17B for

shrimp. And this paper will be establishing what
some deem to be a cap or maybe a range of
where permits will settle. In Louisiana we have
372 valid permits for shrimp and off

shore. Gulf-wide there's around 1,300, 1,350,
and the thought is when we reach a level and the
number 1,300 circulates. It's not voted on in the
document yet but it circulates and what'il
happen, all these permits we're talking about
from charter vessel to re-fish permits to shrimp
permits, there's a moratorium on it. If you don't
renew your permit it disappears forever. There's
no appeals process to get it back. So that's why
the amount of permits keeps falling. So what
we'll do is put a ceiling, and like said, the
number 1,300's been talked about where that's
the ceiling, and then all permits that are forfeited
from that point on are, people, new entrants can
enter the fishery because then there'll be this
area where from permits that have expired up to
1,300 permits. We'll have to deliberate and
negoliate because we want to make certain we
don't lose permits in Louisiana. And re-fish

which encompasses half the meetings

usually. We will be working on the great trigger
fish rebuilding plan that we looked at last
meeting. We will be on draft Amendment 41
and 42 which manages the charter boats and the
head boats and we will be making appointments
to the ad hoc private recreational AP, and the
last thing is we'll be getting a summary from
National Marine Fisheries on landons, up-to-
date landons on all the species. And any
questions? Thank y'all very much. Y'all could
reach me if you have any questions in the future.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you

Captain. Agenda Item No. 16. Receive and
Consider a Notice of Intent to Reduce the Wild
Alligator Return Rate.'® Mr. Edmond Mouton,
Biologist, Wildlife, or actually from Coastal
Game and Fur, right?

Edmond Mouton: Correct. I'm the biologist
program manager for the fur management and
the alligator management programs and I'm out
of the New Iberia office. Good afternoon

Mr. Chairman and fellow commissioners. Let
me get this up and running. Okay. The
department and alligator management program
would like to propose their intent to amend the
rules for the alligator egg collection in the
alligator regulations. Basically this notice of
intent would reduce the return rate of farm
raised alligators from 12 percent to 10 percent
back to the property where the eggs were
collected. And I have a brief presentation to
explain the process. The goals of the alligator
ranching farm and ranching program is to
maintain a stable rising population statewide
while allowing utilization of the egg resources
and adult population. Also to ensure enough
alligators are released for supplementation to
replacement that segmented population collected
as eggs. Also to ensure that released alligators
have reasonable growth and survival by
releasing inadequate juvenile habitat with good
prey base cover and permanent water to ensure
that alligators released for supplementation after

1% See Exhibit 10 attached hereto and made a part hereof
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being raised in captivity are later capable of
breeding and contributing to future population
recruitment. The alligator program, the farming
program, the farmers would go out into the
marsh on permitted property in mid-June to
August and collect alligator eggs on those said
properties. They'll bring those eggs back to the
farm and incubate those eggs. The state average
on the hatching success rate is around

78 percent. We'd look at the number of eggs
collected since the program began in 1986. This
past season in 2016, alligator farmers collected
over 600,000 eggs state-wide, which was a
record by the way. The alligators are hatched,
they're raised to market size and they're required
to release 12 percent of those animals at

48 inches by alligator regulations within that
section. We look at the history of the release
rates. We have a sliding scale. Again, it began
in 1986 egg collection, our release rate started at
17 percent at 48 inches with obviously the
smaller alligators and had a higher percentage
rate, larger alligators eggs lower percentage
rate. In 2000, we changed that release rate. We
dropped it from 17 percent to 14 percent and
then again in 2007, the release rate was dropped
again to 12 percent. Basically the alligator crew
from March 15th to August 25th they'll go to a
farm, they'll process alligators to be released,
they'll measure them, sex them, web tag them on
both feet and then they're sacked in coffee sacks
and the former will go out on the same property
where the eggs were collected and release those
animals in that type of interior marsh

habitat. And it's just an example of them
releasing alligators. Releases are more

females. The wild harvest targets more males so
harvest selects against capture or recovery of
farm releases so survival may be more than what
we see in the September harvest. Numbers of
alligators we've released to the wild, basically
we have released almost a million alligators to
the wild since 1988. This past year between
March 15th and August 25th we've released over
58,000 alligators that the alligator crew actually
put their hands on, measured, sexed, tagged and
tail notched those animals. And we expect
similar numbers or higher in 2017. How do we

monitor the success of those released

alligators? During the wild season we go to
skinning sheds and processing sheds. We look
for alligators that are tail notched if they have
retained their web tags. We document where
they were harvested, their length, their sex, and
collect all that information at that time during
the wild season to try and document success of
those animals that were released. This is just
some examples of some alligators that were
released. One at 126 was released at 44 inches
on August in 1993. It was caught in September
of 2006. 1t had a tail notch and also kept one of
its web tags so we can see there's some success
as far as those animals when they're released
back into the wild. The sex ratio of the
harvested alligators in the last wild season 2015
we don't have our data quite all collected this
year or analyzed [ should say. The percent male
and female, so as you can see as the animals get
larger they tend to skew toward males because
the larger females are still based in, basically in
interior of the marsh. In 2015 harvested

34,478 alligators and we actually checked
almost half of them 16,028 to look for former
released alligators. Also, with the alligator net
surveys which are done in late June and early
July this year the nest counts reached an all-time
record of 58,000 along trim tick lines in coastal
Louisiana. So that's another good index that the
population is healthy and stable. These are some
pictures for some farmers during egg collections
showing that we could see all those alligators in
the pictures that are tail notched, those are
females nesting successfully and those were
farm released alligators so there is good
survivability of those alligators out in the

wild. This is a sliding scale. In 2009 you see at
12 percent and we are proposing to reduce it to
10 percent at 48 inches. Basically the notice of
intent would be a matter of just batching through
the 12 adding the 10, that's the only thing we
would change in that section, alligator egg
collection. Everything else would stay the
same, Any questions?

Chairman Yakupzack: Have a motion?
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Commissioner Courville: So moved,

Chairman Yakupzack: The motion by
Commissioner Courville to accept and approve,
adopt the notice of intent modifying from

12 inches to 10 inches,

Commissioner Manuei: Second.

Chairman Yakupzack: Second by
Commissioner Manuel. I'm sorry. |
misspoke. Again, it's been a long
meeting. From 12 percent to

10 percent. Apologies. Any public
comment? All those in favor?

All: Yea.

Chairman Yakupzack: Any opposed? Hearing
no opposition motion carries.

Edmond Mouton; That's all, thank you all very
much.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you

Mr. Mouton. Agenda Item 17. We've got a
report. The agenda item's listed as a public
hearing to receive comment on amended
provisions to the notice of intent for the cervid
carcass importation ban. Mr. Bordelon is back,
biologist from wildlife to update us and to hear
any public comment on this notice of intent
passed last month by this

Commission. Mr, Bordelon?

Johnathan Bordelon: Good afternoon

Mr., Chairman, Commissioners. First I'll put up
the NOI with amendment, This was
amendments made at the September
Commission meeting, Basically no person shall
import, transport or possess any cervid carcass
or part of a cervid carcass originating outside of
Louisiana except for the following. For meat
that is cut and wrapped, meat that has been
boned out, quarters or other portions of meat
with no part of the spinal column or head
attached. Antlers, clean skull plates with antlers,

clean skulls without tissue attached, cape, tan
hides, finished taxidermy mounts and clean
cervid teeth. Any and all bones shall be
disposed of in a manner where its final
destination is at an improved landfill or
equivalent. Said rules shall be effective

March 1st, 2017, The amendments to this
obviously will be the cut and wrapped meat, the
quarters or portions of meat with no part of the
spinal column or head attached and then the
final said rules shall be effective March 1st,
2017. So these were the amendments made to
the original notice. Since that time we've
received very few comments. Obviously the
bulk to comments were received prior to the
September Commission meeting in the month of
August. Since that time we've received a couple
of emails of support, one of those is an
endorsement from the Louisiana Wildlife
Federation. There were also two supports for
the ban but opposed to the amendment so [ kind
of tease those out for that reasons. Their
opposition was basically just centered around
the late implementation. These were hunters
that hunted in Louisiana and had some concerns
of allowing cervid carcass parts to continue to
come in and then we also had two

negative. And those primary complaints involve
properties located in two states such as
properties along the Mississippi River, difficulty
in the taxidermy requirements and negative
impacts of taxidermists, and the request for
proper disposal exception for taxidermists. That
was basically the consensus of those
complaints. So it's centered around the
reciprocal properties and around impacts to
taxidermists. And really that is all I have
received through the month of September in
regards to the amended notice of intent for the
carcass importation ban.

Chairman Yakupzack: And I'll ask a question
about the process just so the Commission fully
understands and we're all on the same page. The
NOI was passed by the Commission in July,
correct?

Johnathan Bordelon: Correct.
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Chairman Yakupzack: And so time went by and
public comment was had at these Commission
meetings and at various public meetings you
held, in addition, around the state. And so as
that 90 days went by in September last month,
this Commission amended that NOI originally
passed in July and it passed unanimously. It's
been adopted, as amended. So in terms of our
filings it's your understanding here today that
you don't require any further action of this
commission.

Johnathan Bordelon: As it was explained to me,
no further action would be required. Basically
what's going to happen at this point, since the
amendment was adopted as proposed, 1 mean the
amendments were adopted as proposed, they
would be entered into the public registry on
October 20th, so that'll be later this month. 35 to
40 days after that time we will have an
administrative hearing which will be on
November 28th here in Baton Rouge in the
Louisiana Room. Following that it's going to
receive Legislative Oversight and then it would
became the final rule, rule would be in the
public registry on January 20th.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you very much.
Johnathan Bordelon: Thank you,

Chairman Yakupzack: Any
questions? Commissioner Manuel.

Commissioner Manuel; Why don't you send us
copies of those two? You sent us copies of the
hundreds of other ones you got. I'm only
picking at you, Johnathan,

Johnathan Bordelon: Okay.

Chairman Yakupzack: I think Johnathan and the
rest of the wildlife team that worked on the
CWD issues did an outstanding job and [
witnessed a couple of the public meetings here
and the one in Lake Charles and the way you
handled a very tense, contentious situation is

admirable and the department definitely should
be proud of your service.

Johnathan Bordelon: Thank you Mr. Chairman,

Chairman Yakupzack: Agenda Item

No. 18: Set January 2017 Commission meeting
date. The first Thursday is January 5th. s this,
is there -

Commissioner Manuel: Did we decide where
yet?

Chairman Yakupzack: No.

Commissioner Manuel: They're still doing the
duck season, huh?

Commissioner Courville: Correct.

Chairman Yakupzack: And you suggested that
two meetings ago that you would like to have
satellite meeting for the December meeting and
we don't require setting in that place just

yet. But if you have a place in mind, [ mean we,
the sooner the better so people can plan.

Commissioner Manuel: As long as it's close to
where we can duck hunt.

Commissioner Courville: Amen.

Chairman Yakupzack: Why don't you do some
homewaork and come back with a place and a
time and everything else at the next meeting?

Commissioner Manuel: Okay, all right.

Chairman Yakupzack: Does that sound
good? Alright. January 5th is the first Thursday
of the month. Any conflicts or opposition?

Commissioner Courville: Do we have to move
on that?

Chairman Yakupzack: Well, I'll take a motion.
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Commissioner Manuel: Do we have to set a
time now? Or no?

Chairman Yakupzack: No. Typically it's 9:30
in the morning,

Commissioner Manuel: Yeah, but if we're going
to hunt ducks 9:30's not going to work.

Commissioner Smitko; Agreed.

Commissioner Manuel: Making it a 1:30 p.m.
meeting.

Commissioner Courville: 1 like that idea.

Chairman Yakupzack: For the January
meeting?

Commissioner Manuel: December. December,
the split. We'll be closed during that time,
right? Correct?

Chairman Yakupzack: Depends on what split,
what zone you're in, | guess. No, you're right.

Commissioner Manuel: We'll all be closed?
Commissioner Smitko: All be closed.

Commissioner Courville: Yep, all of them
closed.

Commissioner Manuel: Yeah,

Commissioner Courville: Goose season will be
open.

Commissioner Manuel: So we may just move
our satellite meeting to January.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you. So, for
purposes of the Agenda Item No. 18, we're
going to hold the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission meeting for January on

January 5th. Any additional public comments
here today on any items? On hearing none,

Agenda 19, Agenda Item No. 20, consider
holding an executive session pursuant to Revise
Statute 42:17(AX2) for discussion of settlement
offer in the matter entitled Stroud Petroleum,
Inc. v. Pintail Properties, L.L.C., et al.,

No. 34865, 39th Judicial District Court, Parish
of Red River and other related cases involving
the Albritton Servitude. We're going to hear
from Mr. Ryan Seidemann, Assistant Attorney
General and Yolanda Martin, LDWF General
Counsel. Do I have a motion?

Commissioner Manuel: Move to go in executive
session,

Chairman Yakupzack: Ms. Martin, do you have
any problem with us going into executive
session and taking up Item 20 and 21 at the same
time?

Yolanda Martin: No. That would be my
recommendation.

Chairman Yakupzack: Okay. So, that
considered, this motion will be for Agenda
Items 20 and 21 to go into executive session. 21
is to consider holding executive session pursuant
to Revise Statute 4217(a)(2) for discussion of
settlement payment for valuation of loss of the
Guitreau and Lambert Tracts from Maurepas
Swamp Wildlife Management Area from Old
Republic National Title Insurance Company to
be addressed by Mrs. Martin, General Counsel
LDWF. We have a motion.

Commissioner Manuel: Motion,
Commissioner Hogan: Second.

Chairman Yakupzack: I got a motion by
Commissioner Manuel to go into executive
session and second by Commissioner

Hogan. Any public comment? All those in
favor?

All: Yea.
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Chairman Yakupzack: Any opposed. Motion
carries. If you all will exit the room, we'll
proceed with executive session with the
appropriate parties.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Commissioner Smitko: I move to go back to the
regular session.

Commisstoner Hogan: Second.

Chairman Yakupzack: A motion to come out of
executive session, a second. All in favor.

All: Yea.

Chairman Yakupzack: Any opposed? Motion
carries. Mr. Seidemann? Would you like to
address Agenda Item 20.

Ryan Seidemann: Yes folks, again, as we
mentioned briefly in executive session, we do
have a counter-offer on Agenda Item No. 20
from the Albritton family and our office is
looking for authority from this commission, as
well as the Mineral Board, to make proposal
back to the family. We discussed the details of
that in executive session and at this point I just
like a motion, if I can get one from you guys,
authorizing us to do as we discussed in
executive session.

Commissioner Smitko: So moved.

Chairman Yakupzack: A motion by
Commissioner Smitko. A second by
Commissioner Sunseri. Any public

comment? All in favor.

All {with the exception of Commissioners
Courville and Samanie}: Yea.

Chairman Yakupzack: Any opposed? Oh,
excuse me. Ms. Thomas, would you call out a
roll call vote for that motion to authorize the
attorney generai?

Angela Thomas: Okay. Chad Courville.
Commissioner Courville: I'm going to abstain.
Angela Thomas: Abstain. Okay. Bill Hogan.
Commissioner Hogan: Yes,

Angela Thomas: Pat Manuel.

Commissioner Manuel: Yes.

Angela Thomas: Bobby Samanie,

Chairman Yakupzack: Absent.

Angela Thomas: Absent. Jerri Smitko.
Commissioner Smitko: Yes.

Angela Thomas: Al Sunseri,

Commissioner Sunseri: Yes.

Chairman Yakupzack: Motion passes. Thank
you Mr. Seidemann,

Ryan Seidemann: Thank you Mr. Chairman.
Chairman Yakupzack: Motion to adjourn.

Commissioner Courville: So moved.

MEETING ADJOURNED
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CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Yakupzack: Good morning.
Welcome to the July 7, 2016, Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission Meeting. I call this meeting to
order. Commissioner Courville, will you
please lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioner Courville: All right, stand,
please. I pledge allegiance to the flag of the
United States of America, and to the
republic for which it stands, one nation
under God, indivisible, with liberty and
justice for all.

Chairman Yakupzack: Ms. Brogdon, will
you please call the roll.

Ms. Brogdon: Chairman Yakupzack.
Chairman Yakupzack: Here,

Ms. Brogdon: Chad C}ourville.

Chad Courville: Here.

'Illogan.

Ms. Brogdon:''Bill
Bill Hogan:, Here.
Ms. Brogdon:'Pat Manuel.

Ms. Brogdon: Bobby Samanie.

Bobby Samanie: Here.

Ms. Brogdon: Al Sunseri,

Al Sunseri: Here.

Ms. Brogdon: Mr. Chairman, there are five
commissioners in attendance. We have a

quorum. Secretary Melancon is also present
today.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you. Agenda
Item No. 4, approval of the June 2, 2016
commission meeting minutes. Has the
commission had the chance to review the
minutes?

Commissioner Courville: So move to
approve.

Commissioner Hogan: Second.

Next Speaker: Motion by Commissioner
Courville to approve the June minute
meeting minutés}; A second by
Commissioner Hogan, any public comment.
All those in favor.

All: L

Chairman Yakupzack: Any opposed?
Hearing nojopposition, motion passes.
Agenda Item No. 5: Commission Special
Announcements/Personal Privilege. I'd like
to turn oyer;the floor to Secretary Melancon.

Secretary Melancon: Thank you.

Mr. Chairman, It's good to be with you this
morning and have you and the Commission
here. I would like to, if I can, the last
meeting we had the opportunity of
introducing Mr. Bill Hogan from Ruston,
who is a new at large member. This week,
this month meeting here, we have two new
members that are serving on their first
meeting with the Commission. Robert,
Bobby Samanie. Bobby is originally from
South Terrebonne Parish. Relocated and
living in Meraux now. He has been in the
seafood business now for 40 plus years. I
think that means you're either younger or
you start young, Bobby, I'm not sure. But
he's a native of Terrebonne Parish, been
active as president of the American Shrimp
Processors Association. He also serves on
the Governor's Task Force and Shrimp

l1|Page



LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION DRAFT MEETING MINUTES
July 7, 2016

Management, the Louisiana Seafood
Promotion and Marketing Board, the
Louisiana Shrimp Industry Review Panel,
Louisiana Seafood Standards of Identity
Task Force and the Louisiana Seafood
Industry Advisory Board. Bobby will be
serving as a commercial member of the
Commission. Welcome, Bobby.

Bobby Samanie: Thank you.

Secretary Melancon: The second new
member is Alfred ‘Al’ Sunseri. Al, for those
of you who like oysters, has been in the
oyster business his entire life with his
brother. They have P & J Oyster Company
in New Orleans. He's the owner and general
manager, is a lifelong Louisiana resident.
He's only managed his family oyster
business and has been an advocate for
Louisiana and Gulf of Mexico Oyster
Industry since 1985. He was founding
member of the Gulf Oyster Industry Council
and served on several oyster boards. Al
lives in New Orleans/and finished college at
Southeastern in Hammond. Al's term runs
to 2020. Al it's a pleasurg to welcome you
to the commission, and I hope|y'all haveas
much fun a},s ;y'all'can stand.

Al Sunseﬁ‘ Thank you.

Secretary Melancon: Thank you,
Mr. Chairman.

Commissioner Courville:; Mr;(Chairman?

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner
Courville.

Commissioner Courville: On behalf of the
Commission, welcome gentlemen. Ido
know if you care to if you want to say a few
words, it's up 1o you guys.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner
Sunseri

Al Sunseri: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and
members of the Commission, Mr. Secretary
and people in the audience, this is humbling
thing for me to be put on this commission.
It means a lot. I've spent my entire life
working with the oyster business. My
family's been in the business, for 140 years
and I'm very proud and humbled by this
opportunity and hopefully we'll be able to do
a lot.uﬁ}gg d things over these next few
years. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Yakungblé: Thank you
Commissioner Sunég;‘i'. Commissioner
Samanie.

Bobiay Samanie: My name is Bobby
Samanie.. I'm originally from Terrebonne
Parish, and my family has been in the
shrimp businéss since 1938. We started off
c:?nning shrimp,’ We've changed directions
with the industry as it's changed. Four years
ago I moved to Saint Bernard Parish where
the company I worked for opened up one of
the largest plants in the state. We do any,
anywhere between a hundred and 150,000
pounds of shrimp per day we process. I've
served on this commission before and it's
really an honor to help manage Louisiana's
natural resources, and it's a large
responsibility. I promise y'all I'm going to
give it the best that I can, and I'm sure y'all
won't be disappointed. Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you,
Commissioner Samanie. Any other special
announcements or personal privilege by the
Commission? Agenda Item No. 6, to hear
enforcement reports from June,

Captain Skena.

Captain Skena: Good morning
Mr. Chairman and members of the
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Commission. For the month of June, we had
14 boating incidents, 12 injuries and 3
fatalities. We had 734 written citations, 424
written warnings, and 23 public assists.
Inside your folder there is a few news
releases from last month. Here are a
synopsis of those new releases, While
conducting a boating safety check in
Terrebonne Parish, enforcement agent cited
a subject for possessing 26 black bass, 16
over the legal limit. If convicted, the subject
faces criminal fines, up to 60 days in jail and
could be charged civil restitution for the
illegally taken fish. The fish were seized
and donated to a local charity. Agents
responded to an anonymous tip in Lafourche
Parish and cited four people for taking
oysters off a private lease and from a
polluted area. One of the subjects was
additionally sited for not possessing'a
commercial gear license. Each subjectfaces
criminal fines; up to 90 days in jail; 40 hours
of community service; only allowed to fish
oysters from a vessel eqmpped ith a vessel
monitoring device and poSsible re\{g{:atron
of their oyster harvester's license. 'The
agency seized nine sacksiofioysters/and
returned themto the water." {They also seized
the vessel/and dredge on a department
seizure order. Alan Gaspard, the'second

1
subject involved in cutting down treesion
Spring Bayou Wildlife Management area
was sentenced on June 16 in Avoyelles
Parish for his involyement in cutting down
over a hundred trees injorder to block
navigable access to an 'area where he
regularly hunted. Gasparcﬂwas ordered to
serve 2 years in jail suspended pay $250.00
to the Criminal Court Fund, $400.00 in court
cost, and $20,000.00 in civil restitution to
the department, In addition to those
monetary fines, the subject was also given
5 years of probation during which time he
will not be allowed on any wildlife
management area and not allowed to possess
recreational hunting or fishing licenses. On

June 29th, the enforcement academy
graduated the 30" cadet class. Nine new
agents have been added to our ranks and we
wish them luck in their new careers. This
concludes the enforcement report, unless
there are questions, sir.

Chairman Yakupzack: Any questions for
Captain Skena? Thank you, Captain Skena.
Captain 'léena: Thank you.

Chairman | akupzack Agenda Item No. 7, a
hearing updh{e by Ducks Unlimited on the
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission funded
waterfowl] breeding/grounds habitat work in

Canada. Presenting here today is Mr. Dave
Kostersky:

Mr. Dave Kostersky: Thank you, Chairman
Yakupzack, Secretary Melancon, much
appremate tl}e time on your agenda today to
gb\(e you an'update on the funds that you've
dedicated to conservation on the Canadian
bxseedlﬁg grounds. This is a 52-year, or
S1-year partnership with Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and I'd
like to just give you a really good snapshot.
In'your packets as well, is a report that has
obviously more detail than what I'll present
today. This contract year, the first year of a
3-year proposal that we provided is focused
on three, two different major activities,
habitat retention and habitat restoration,

The habitat retention, land purchase,
conservation easements are both perpetual in
nature. They are there forever, and that's
where the Louisiana Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries funds are focused. We also do
conservation agreements as part of this.
Pothole restoration, dense nesting cover;
which is that nesting habitat for upland
nesting ducks and forages and winter wheat.
And all those programs are part of the
proposal and use partner money, DU money
and other noncom monies and other partners
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to make that happen. This is a Durr land
purchase. This purchase was 315 acres
south of Saskatoon Saskatchewan. As you
can see it is about a half section of land
that's got a lot of wetlands on it. The
uplands were cultivated, so we will be
converting that to grass, and we purchased
that with Louisiana Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries monies along with other
partner monies, including DU. This land
was purchased for an average price of
$606.00 per acre and is located in the Allen
Dana Hills priority area. This is one of our
highest waterfow! density landscapes with
over 60 pairs per square miles in this
landscape. On this project, there also was a
wetland that one in the picture on the right
that had been drained a large ditch coming
out of it. So, as part of the purchase we
restore any wetlands that have been'drained
so that's the process of filling in that ditch
that was created a number of years ago to
drain that wetland. This is a conservation,
easement that was purchased. Martin's
Olson Conservation Easement 4185in this
last year this easementl}s 850 acres of
incredible habitat in the Allen Dana Hills as
well. High waterfowl den51ty, hlgh wetland
den51ty ThJS land wasl?ald perpel‘ual
conselyatlon easementfor $208.00 per acre
on this particular piece ofland So, a pretty
reasonable Tate to get that there|forever. All
the wetlands and:grasslands and habltat that
you see there will be, there in perpetuity.
This is a project that was done with partner
money. Matter for Marsh, Wetiand Rebuild.
So this project is about replacing those
culverts. This project was originally built in
1980. It served its life and needed to be
rebuilt. So the culverts and some of the
structure was dug out, replaced at the cost of
about $66.00 per acre and it's a 915-acre
marsh. Wetland rebuilds we go through an
extensive revision process where we look at
these things, make sure they are still
productive for waterfowl. This one was an

incredible project, which is part of a larger
complex of wetlands called Yorton South,
and this one in particular just needed to be
restored. We resigned all the agreements
with the landowners to make sure this is
there for another at least 30 years. Thisisa
wetland restoration. Gaul Wetland
Restoration, one small wetland within the
landscape, and these are really what we
targeted, these small wetlands 2.9 acre
restoratich! We do larger ones if there is an
opportumty But frankly what we've lost
acrosslthe landscape is small wetland.
Thaf's what Carries the waterfowl
productivity on the breeding grounds is all
these little wetlands/that have been drained.
So restoring this wetland is about putting
that plug: ’l;hat picture onthe right is just
e earth l:.nd plug that we'use a cat, and I've
got other pictures that it'll sHow you a little
bit morejon how you can do that, But
basically.2.9-acre wetland restored and it
cost about $700.00 an acre to do that. Wet
PIQ]BCt Nesting Covers. This is a piece of
property: that we purchased about 3 years
ago and we got it seeded to grass this past
year. Spent the money oniitto putittoa
nesting cover. This nesting cover is critical
for waterfowl. This particular quarter
section of the land had 85 acres of broken
land or cultivated land that we planted to
grass. And what we're trying to do is make
it do this, create nests. So that was planted
the first the year. We put a cover crop so
they harvest, and then next year it'll be left
idle and left idle, but typically harvested
once every 4 to 5 years. So it's idle sitting
there for ducks to nest in every year, And
then you have to rejuvenate it, you've got to
cut it or graze it in order to keep it healthy,
but that's what we're trying to raise is ducks.
Another project that we do is called ‘winter
wheat’. This is a field of winter wheat that
was seeded last fall, October 1 that was the
picture, that's about 3 weeks after it was
seeded. So this go, over winter it survives
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over the winter. In May 3, 2016 this field
looked like that. It is starting to provide a
little bit of habitat, but not, no not a lot,
pintails will nest in that. So this is what it
looked on June 16, so it turns into this really
lush vegetation that you can hide a nest in,
Really attractive for Gadwall, later nesting
Mallards, blue-wing teal, pintail a bunch of
different species utilize this, This is one of
our most effective partnerships with
agriculture on the landscape. That annual
crop that typically is spring, if we can get
them to seed it in the fall it can provide
tremendous nest cover for the waterfow] and
some of the highest nest successes in the
winter wheat program. ['ve got two more
projects I wanted to show you. This is the
Ingle Purchase. This is a quarter section that
we purchased outright. We'll have it forever
keep it in perpetuity and there is a number.of
wetland restorations on this project you can
see it. A number of small downs and I'll
show you a picture in a bit of how it looks
when we build those. Thisiproject in
particular, you know;that you can see that it
has a whole bunch oﬁ\;gater on it and!all the
green area that is crosshatched that's all
going to be pla.nteld fo nestin'g cover. When
we buy it'wé typically;have to'dg some

: N )
weed control to get it all\in,shape'so;we can
plant a godd mix of grassland species that
can survive.and compete. This|is a
conservation easement. This is a/paid
conservation easement also in the/Allen
Dana Hills. As you'can see, we Eestored a
fairly large wetland on the west/side and a
smaller one in the middle.| Again on this
conservation easement this one was paid to
keep all the wetlands and the existing
grasslands on the landscape. The Ingle
Purchase was $101.00 per acre to purchase
that piece of land, the one on the left and
that conservation easement we paid
$235.00 an acre to have that habitat in
perpetuity. So these are very cost-effective
programs to have habitat on the ground

forever. This is really what it looks like
when we restore a wetland. It's as simple as
taking a small dozer D-3 CAT or so and
pushing up some dirt and filling a ditch.
That's really what most of our wetland
drainage is. When you deal with the
Canadian prairies we don't have a whole lot
of title drainage yet. Thank, God. Thank
goodness that is mostly ditch and like this,
that we canigo back and restore it when we
can get a CA'l" out there for a few bucks and
push thga1 dirt back in and then sign an
easémen and put it there forever, So this is
geaily the opportunity to put those back on
the ground and it's a pretty simple process.
So that's a number, of projects that we did.
That's not all that we did with the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife &ind Fisheries money
because, certainly it would take a much
lonée presentation for me to talk about
every-project. But these are some of the
highlighﬂ{ of projects that we are able to do,
because youjprovided some dollars to
anada., This'isiwhy we do it. As you
know, Yintimber of, significant portion of the
waterfowl that winter down here in
Louisiana that you get the opportunity to
Eunt and harvest, come from the breeding
grounds in Canada. The band return
information clearly demonstrates that
connection to Saskatchewan and the other
prairie providences as well as the northern
U.S. So providing that support up there is
what provides that habitat. We just don't
have, it's a vast, vast landscape. We do not
have the resources to do all the conservation
work that needs to be done to make this
landscape productive for waterfowl for years
to come. So with your partnership we are
able to make a difference. In Saskatchewan,
your dollars were focused on some of these
habitats the Allen Dana Hills, I mentioned
right in the middle of the providence. The
Upper Sina bonne is on the east side of the
providence and then the lighting creek
landscape is in the southeast, so those are
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some of the landscapes of those projects I, I
showed you fall in. But, we obviously work
in all these red areas and that's a
thunderstorm map that gives you waterfowl
densities. The hotter the color, the higher
the waterfowl density and that's driven
primarily by high wetland densities, lots of
water on the landscape. Why do we need to
do this? Well, we continue to lose habitat.
This is a scene from 1958, and it, and it
identifies all the wetlands and kind of that
line as agricultural drainage has been
moving east to west in this landscape. This
is the same landscape in 2010 continued loss
of wetlands as you go west. It spreads as
you get a network of ditches, they just
continue to add ditches to the landscape.
Here's another scene of wetlands in 1958
and here's a scene in 2010 of those same
wetlands, That entire property has been
drained. This is the landscape that we have
to deal with, there is a number of these in
Saskatchewan in some of our priority areas:
As you can see with all those wetlands there,
you would have 20 tg 30 wetlands per a
quarter section for 160 acres on that
landscape, now they're gone This i 1s‘the
landscape that we need to work i in to/restore
those wetlands and pro}gct what' 5 eft. What
do welose, obviously we lose our waterfowl
and wildlife factories if wé{lose wetlands.
We lose flood;protection, places to hunt with
friends and our fiealth our most valued
commodity on e is water and. e lose our
quality of life just haymg that place to go.

So how did we do it? Last year. ouisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
provided $328,702.00. Ducks Unlimited
committed to patch that with an equal
amount of money and we used those dollars
to apply for and got approved for
$657,404.00 U.S. Therefore every dollar
that Louisiana provided, we added $3.00 at
minimum. This is just the basic match that
we provide. Ducks Unlimited has many
other sources of matching, including other

Canadian dollars and 39 other states, fish
and wildlife agencies that provide money to
do work on the breeding grounds in Canada,
of which 12 more in the, in the providence
of Saskatchewan. So you're one of 13 states
that provides money to do breeding grounds
work in Saskatchewan. Your investment of
$328,702.00 leveraged to $1.3 million. As
you know the Canadian and the U.S. dollar
always fluctuate in value. Well, right now
your dolla_r.lis a lot stronger than ours. So
we were able to get an exchange gain of 1.3.
Soithat'$1.3, million turned into $1.7 million
on the breedi?lg grounds in Canada when
you turn it into!Ganadian funds. So we were
able to expand over $1.7 million dollars on
conservation and habitar. The goals that we
propose toldo in this firsi!year of this propos,
of the three year proposal ‘was to retain
3,500 acres of habitat, restore 67 acres of
wetlands, and restore 900 acres of grassland
through‘upland as well as continue to
manage ovei}i 000 acres. What we were
able to,do was!gver 5,400 acres of habitat
retention; 85 acres of wetland restoration,
and over 1,700 acres of upland restoration
and managed 150,000 acres of existing
habitat. So far exceeded the, the planned
goals for the funding that we had requested
and spent the majority of the money as you
can see in habitat retention. I flip up the
next slide — this has the detail it's in the
report | provided. I am not going to go into
detail as obviously, there is, there is more
numbers in here than we intend to or care to
go through right now. But clearly, a big
chunk if you look at the top four categories
those are all perpetual protection. That adds
up to over a million dollars of the $1.1
million spent out of this budget. That's
where Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries dollars are dedicated just into that
perpetual activity. Keeping those grasslands
and wetlands there forever. Acres equals
ducks. It's as simple as that. You put grass
on the landscape, you restore grasslands,
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you protect grasslands, and you’re going to
get waterfowl, that's what the limiting factor
1s. That is how the landscape has changed
and that's what's caused our issues with
waterfowl] production over the years. If you
restore wetlands, you get ducks, the same
thing, We need grasslands and wetlands to
have waterfowl produced on the breeding
grounds of Canada. It's that partnership that
you have bought into, that you've invested
into that allows Ducks Unlimited to go up
there and make difference on the breeding
grounds. We've been doing this for 77 years
up in Canada, 78 years here in the U.S. Our
conservation work is, is long, and your
partnership in fact has been as [ mentioned
51 years, so that's 77 years we've existed.
So that partnership is absolutely critical to
ensuring that we continue to do the right
thing on the breeding grounds and make'a
difference for waterfowl. With that, T:want
to thank Louisiana Department of wildlife
and Fisheries for your partnership; for your
ongoing support of consérvation on the
Canadian breeding grounds. The prairie
pothole region in Canada is the breadbasket
of waterfowl production for this continent.
Your partnership in making that hépfpen and
continuing to support the Prairie Habitat
Joint Venture, the North/ American
Waterfowl Management Plan and Ducks
Unlimited and: conservation work on the,
breeding grounds is critical and yalued. In
my last comments Tll say that what the
breeding grounds look like today. | We’re a
little drier than we've been for alwhile. 1
wouldn't say we're into the hardcore part of
a drought, but we certainly ate a lot drier
than we have been. The true prairie part, the
southern part of Saskatchewan and Alberta
are fairly dry. It was quite dry this spring
and so not a lot of habitat there for the, for
the ducks coming up early in the spring.
The parklands, which is just north of that
south of the Boreal Forest, was a little bit
wetter and has received significant rain

especially in Manitoba and eastern
Saskatchewan. So we are going to have bird
production. It won't be, I don't believe what
we've seen over the last number of years, but
frankly some of the wetlands do need to dry
out. So it's this cycle that's critical. The risk
that we run is as things dry out, there is that
risk that the agriculture will go after those
ponds that are left. They can access those
ponds, get ditches into them and we can lose
more h bf{alﬂ So we have to stay diligent
continue to do this conservation work and
make a'difference on the breeding grounds.
If you have lamy questions, I will be more

than happy to ansIver.
l

Chairman Yakupzack: )No questions from
the Commission, we appreciate your
presentation Dave, and I do have one public
comment here who does not wish to speak,
Mr. Gharles Williams of the Louisiana
Waterfow'l?! zélliance is here, and notes that
their organization is very interested in these
Ty :
walerfowl project reports.

Mr. Dave [Il(ostersky: Excellent. Thank
you.

Chairman Yakupzack:So, thank you.
Agenda Item No. 8. To hear and update on
the White Fronted Goose Telemetry Project.
Mr. Paul Link, presenting.

Mr. Paul Link: All right. Thanks,
Chairman, members of the Commission.
My name is Paul Link. I'm the North
American Waterfowl Management Plan
Coordinator here at Wildlife and Fisheries.
And today I am here to give you an update
on the White Fronted Goose Research
Project that we started last fall. Since we do
have a quite a few new faces in the room
this morning, I'm going to again, go over a
lot of the information that you saw at the last
update before getting into the updates of
what we've learned over the last winter and
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this spring. First briefly talk about the
technology advancements. This project
couldn't have come at a better time. Two
years ago if we had wanted to do this
project, we'd have been using the transmitter
pictured on the left, which is a satellite PTT
transmitter they are quite large, they are
80 grams, they're mounted via a backpack
with a double-bodied loop harness system,
that have relatively limited data capabilities.
You can get four to seven locations per day.
They're transmitted back through the
satellites which are slow and expensive and
they're just relatively cumbersome. The
transmitter on the right is what we deployed
last winter. It's cutting edge technology.
These are the first wild birds to carry that
transmitter in the wild. They collect the
data via the same satellites, but then they
transmit it through cellular tower ne orks,
which allows to collect a lot more locations
daily and then transmit it very quickly and
efficiently through the cellular tower
network. And they are also quite a bit
cheaper Believe it gr. not to. galn
moving on to the technology 1tself' these
things are solar powered.| Birds are
incredibly hghtwexght they evolved for
flight which is, welght you know, pretty
A7
1mporta‘%1 to minimize weight. Sq ey have
a solar battery, they have sub.meter
accuracy, which is very important for
classifying locations and finding what these
birds are doing. Again the duration of
locations we can collect, we program these
to collect locations evt’ery 30 tmnutes both
day and night last winter, important
thing too they can store up to'45,000
locations on board in a hard drive. These
things aren't in cell phone range as a lot of
you guys are aware, and they bred and spend
the summer in areas that hopefully will
never have cell phone coverage, and they
also collect a lot of important information
that's previously not been able to be
recorded. Abiotic and ambient data are

recorded every time those things log a lat
and long. And, when, when the birds are in
flight they have an accelerometer that allows
them to, to generate at altitude speed the
bearing of their flight, and a bunch of other,
information that is probably not quite as
critical to us at this point. And lastly, these
transmitters since they are solar powered,
they have a life expectancy of 3 to 4 years.
So we're going to get this fall's migration
and up toltyyo more which they are going to
allow/us{to’look at migration stopovers,
breéﬂdlng ranges, filopatry, site fidelity and a
whole bunch of other things that have
previously bech unknown to us. But first I
had to catch them. LI’ hese things aren't very
easy catch. Primarily,because they won't
get on baitilike most o her aterfowl will.
That'spretty helpful when you can go dump
a bag of grain out and get a bunch of bird's
heads dawn on something. White fronts for
some reason or other don't like a, a free
handout, and they're also incredibly weary.
Long{;live the smart birds, so they don't want
{o approach;anything out of the ordinary.
This is one particular set that I made on
Cameron Prairie National Wildlife Refuge,
that clump of vegetation there is a net box,
that I designed for this project that allowed
me to trap out in these wide-open habitats
and hide the nets. Occasionally hid the nets
a little bit too well. That clump of
vegetation on the far right is a 40 by 50 net
that's going to be coming out of a small box.,
Everything on the right half, the right half of
the side of the picture would probably be
killed and injured and everything on the left
would probably have the net fly right over
the top of them. So sometimes we hit them
a little too well. But after about 8 hours of
waiting for those birds to finally move off of
that site, we were able to fire the net. This
particular capture was 13 birds we marked,
11 total birds, all adults. Roughly three
fourths females and the remainder males.
We were able to determine age and sex, glue
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the transmitters on, hold for a few minutes,
let them orient to their new jewelry and then
release them back at their capture sites with
their, their counterparts, usually within a
half an hour. And then it was simply a
matter of waiting for the data. [ was also
able to get visuals on a couple of these birds.
And [ was pretty happy to find out that they
were acting normally a few days after letting
these go I came across this bird here that
was still, still with it pair, with its mate,

and it's young were also in toe. They were
about 10 yards beyond this and out of the
spotting scope range, but they were acting
pretty normally. Getting around pretty well
so that was encouraging to see. And then
it's simply a matter of waiting for those birds
to fly back within range of a cell tower.
This is what that data looks like, again, I
don't expect you to see all this, but it's a
pretty, pretty cumbersome large file, There
is a lot of really basic things that are
important in here. Like a date and time
stamp, the lat and long but then also a lot of
other things, the speed, fie solar outlook,
temperature, barometric pressure, lots of
other things that we're gding to be able to
use analyticallylater down the road

makes a little/more sehse when | you pull ouil
this information, in some kind of mapping
software!||{his is what that one individual's
bird looks like: The squares'are, stationary
locations, When a bird is basn%:ally walking
or resting, preemng doing some other kind
of non-movement type activity and the
triangles are birds in hléllt Anything over
7 kilometers per hour. And {hen the lines
connect to locations, so every point on here
is 30 minutes apart. I'll go through a couple
of examples of some birds. This was a bird
named Seafly that marked near Thornwell in
October. Shortly after marking her, she
moved around between the Elton and Fenton
area for a couple of weeks and then back
down into the Thornwell area. On opening
weekend of the coastal zone, she took off.

She apparently thought World War III was
coming and got out of the coastal zone.
Went up to the Monroe area up between
Winnsboro and Monroe, hung out there for
two weeks, and then on opening moming of
the east zone, she again took off, heading
north, northeast out of the Monroe area for
Arkansas. You can see some of the data
associated with her. She was at the, the time
stamp on there is UTC that Universal time
so you need to subtract 6 hours, so at 6:46
on that Sg&rday of opening morning of the
east Zone she was heading out 38 knots at
451 % meters, El';:gtmg pretty, pretty interesting
information andishe never returned to
Louisiana after that she stayed north.
Another bird named GS365 a couple of days
aﬂer we marked her near Thornwell she
ook 0 Er!to Stuttgart, flew'nonstop to
Stutt Spent less than one day there, and
came rlght back to the exact same field that
we captured, her in. Pretty remarkable
movements and that bird as well stuck
aroun%l Louisiana until opening weekend
Of'the caastal zone. Went to that same

e
general area near Monroe for just a few days
and left Louisiana prior to the east zone
opening. Spent another week or so near
[fake Village, Arkansas and then bounced up
to the northern MV A, eventually spending
most of the winter in the Boot Hill,
Missouri, but again, never came back to
Louisiana throughout the winter. So where
am [ know. I've been working with
Dr. Collier over at LSU on some neat home
range maps. This one of the, the few birds
that stayed in southwest Louisiana long
enough to give us some data in the area that
we were primarily interested in. These large
polygons are 95 percent home range
estimate maps and the smaller shaded areas
within those polygons are the 50 percent
core areas. And basically what I'm trying to
show here is that the birds move around a lot
more during the hunted time periods than
they do during the split. They basically
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don't move during the split. They find their
groceries. They're basically undisturbed, so
they don't move around a whole lot. Not
surprisingly. And perhaps the more
important thing I'm trying to do right now is
classify all these locations. 1 have roughly
60,000 locations on these 11 birds, from the
time we let them go until they either went
off line or left cell phone tower coverage.
So I'm trying to identify every point. All of
these 60,000 locations, primarily using
remote sensing stuff, which I've learned has
a fairly large error rate, which I'm going to
be trying to work around trying to ground
truth and to verify some of these locations
down the road. But once we get all these
locations classified, it's going to be pretty
important for us. We're going to be able to
go back and model the habitat use through
time, Going back in and looking at ‘historic
data, but I don't think many of us are'g ingl
to be surprised if we find that there is less
capacity of the landscape tg the winter wﬁ}‘te
fronts now, as in the pa§t’. ore importantly
where are they are now?/'We had seven
birds that survived the!winter and made it
back to Canada. This is thelast locations
that we had enthose birds. 'You:can see
four of them/are'on the northern reaches of
the prairié pothole regionin Canadanear the
parklands; and three of them miraculously
found cell {owe‘r range way up|in the middle
of nowhere. Tt'salso pretty interesting to
see where these things are going. Those
three lines headingqnorth are heading to very
well establish breeding areas for white
fronts. So we're pretty excited to see this
fall when they start heading back south
where they're going to, where they had spent
the summer. And just to put this in
perspective, where these birds are and in
Central Canada right now, it's roughly the
same distance from the Gulf Coast to the
prairie Canada's. These things make
tremendous movements; roughly 3,000
miles one-way. Of course they do this a

minimum of twice a year, plus all those
other flights throughout the winter. So these
things are really getting around a lot. So
what about the others, we had seven that
made it back to Canada this spring. We had
two that I suspect were crippled and
un-retrieved by hunters. I had two banded
birds that were banded and captured with
two birds that were radio marked that were
called into the bird-banning lab and
reported; || I got the contact information for
thoseghunters and called them and chatted
withithém|little bit and both of them had
recalled puﬁ ing feathers or sailing birds off
that they were ‘unable to retrieve. So it
seems less than caincidental that they went
offline on the same day; that birds that were
captured a'l{ld marked with:them were killed.

erecovered and redeployeq one
transmitter. We were able to find one

g o

transmitter laying in a soybean field near
Brinkle)g, Arkansas. But I was able to send
the coordinates to a friend and colleague
there who waslable to find that transmitter.
We suspectit was crippled from a hunter as
well. It was about 200 yards from a spread
of decoys. and I also want to mention too
that the published literature for crippling
rates for geese runs from 25 to nearly
100 percent, so this is pretty typical of what
we would expect to lose a couple of birds to
hunting and crippling. I suspect we had one
transmitter failure. One of these birds had a
declining solar panel. We suspect it had a
declining voltage over the couple days prior
to it going offline. We don't know what
happened with that. But we suspect a
failure. And then we have one that we
simply have no information leading us any
indication of why it went off line, but lots of
things happen to these. if they killed by a
rapture, fly into a tower or something and,
and land face down in the mud, they aren't
going to charge or if they are out of cell
phone tower we're just never going to hear
from them again. But overall it's a pretty
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good rate to have 7 of 11 birds make it to the
prairies. We're pretty excited about that. So
our future plans, we are going to continue
monitoring the seven birds. Hopefully they
are all going to survive the summer and head
back south with their young and all that
data. We're also going to deploy 15 to 20
more units this fall. And then again,
hopefully in the fall of 2017 and we have a
whole host of analytical opportunities with
this data. There is so, there's so much
information coming in here that it's kind of
hard to wrap our head around right now with
what we have. But I'm hoping to find
somebody with more time and more
analytical capabilities than me down the
road to help with this stuff. again, the, the,
going to deploy more units for each of the
next two years and there is quite a few new
advancements in technology this yearLagain
that are going to allow us to get even mor
unprecedented information. They've been
able to reduce the size of th? transmitters by
5 grams. They've got anew microprocessor
in them that is goingtojallow us'to
differentiate between'different movements
behaviors. They say tha'tt‘they are going to
be able to tell;us,when a birdis actiyely
foraging.{When'its neck is mbvir'lg around
in thisu:grticular behavior or when it's
preening or; sleeping or flying, so welre
going to havelall kinds of new energetics
type stuff that 'we'll be able to doland time
budget stuff done,remotely thl'O{lgpl']l these
transmitters. So pretty, excitingzstuff and
lastly, I'd like to thank all of ur donors that
helped make this happen,  All those
transmitters were purchased by a private
individuals with their own money who
stepped up, probably not knowing how risky
their investment would be. These
transmitters again had never been deployed
on birds. So basically like buying a fancy
$3,000.00 laptop computer and just
throwing it in the air and hoping that you get
something out of it. So again, we, we really

appreciate their support for making this
happen and particularly Chad and Bart for
their work get this project up and going off
the ground. With that, I'll take any
questions?

Chairman Yakupzack: No questions from
the Commission, it appears Paul. [ would
just like to make a comment and thank you
and Larry Reynolds. The entire waterfowl
staff for taking on what appears to be a
cuttdijg ‘gg'e investigation and study. We’re
proud o‘fyj)u all and proud of this
department“t"qi’ being a leader in these
wintering birds|that are so dear 0 so many.
Being a leader in ese wintering birds, in
research on their habits,when they come
down the flyway. Thankyou. Moving on,
wejhave Apenda Item No.' 9 to consider a
Declaration of Emergency for extended
falconry'season for Rails and Gallinules.
Presenting; l]’Ir. Steve Smith.

ML. Steve Smith: Thank you Mr, Chairman,
P tHi: . -
Commissioners, good morning ladies and
gentlemen.” My name's Steve Smith. I'm the
WMA program manager for our wildlife
division. I am also responsible for preparing
and proposing our annual notice of intent for
hunting season rules and regs. The notice
of intent was proposed and adopted in April
by you guys, and subsequently we
discovered 1 error in the proposed and
adopted migratory bird seasons and that was
the extended falconry season for Rails and
Gallinule. As you know, we are provided
with a framework by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service each year within which we
can adopt seasons. The proposed season
which you adopted for extended falconry for
Rails and Gallinule was off, erroneously, by
1 day, and this Declaration of Emergency
would be a measure to correct that error, so
with that [ ask you to consider this
Declaration of Emergency changing the
extended falconry for Rails and Gallinule
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from November 2™ through January 31* to
November 3" through January 31% therefore
placing that season within that allowable
framework by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. Any questions?

Chairman Yakupzack:
Commissioner Courville?

Commissioner Courville: Run, run that, run
those dates again that you're looking for?

Mr. Steve Smith: Okay. That, it would be a
change. What was adopted is November 2™

Commissioner Courville: Right.

Mr. Steve Smith: - through January 31,
okay? We would change it to November 3™
through January 31. It would basically
shorten it by 1 day.

Commissioner Courville: Okay the, the
DE's saying November; 1% ﬂ'lqt_l'm reading,

Next Speaker: It's a, I'm'sorry, it's effective,
it will become effective November. 15. DEs
are only good for a certain —

|
Commissioner Courville:|/Okay.
Mr. Steve Smith: — period of time; therefore,
it would have to/become effective
November 1* to carry through January 31.
Commissioner Courville';, Okay
|

Mr. Steve Smith: But the actual date is
November 3rd.

Commissioner Courville: Okay.
Mr. Steve Smith: Yes sir.

Chairman Yakupzack: Any other question
or discussion? Do we have a motion?

Commissioner Samanie; So Moved.

Chairman Yakupzack: Motion by
Commissioner Samanie.

Commissioner Courville: Second.

Chairman Yakupzack: Second by
Commissioner Courville. Any public
comment o1} this matter? Seeing no public
comment all those in favor?

All: 1.

Chairman Yakupzack: Any opposed?
Hearing no oppositig?l the motion carries.

Chairnian|Yakupzack: Thank you Mr.
Smif!m] Agenda Item No. 10" to hear and
update on the public comments on the black
bass regulations on the Sabine River notice
of intent prég‘e ted May 5, 2016. Presenting
15'31’\41'i Alex Pérret.

Mr. Alex Perret: Good morning

Mr. Chairman, members of the Commission.
My name is Alex Perret. Iam the operations
manager for Inland Fisheries here this
morning just to report results of our public
comment period that we had which was
notice of intent to reduce the large-mouth
bass regulations on the Lower Sabine River
to 12 inches. We received a total of

2 comments during the public comment
period. Both were favorable to the
regulation change. One of the comments
was made by a local bass tournament
organizer and he was very much in favor of
the change. He felt like it would allow them
to have more events on that section of the
river. According to the notice of intent, the
secretary has the authority to finalize this
rule and that will be our recommendation
and I'll take any questions y'all have. That's
it.

12|Page



LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION DRAFT MEETING MINUTES
July 7, 2016

Chairman Yakupzack: Any questions?
Seeing no questions, thank you Mr. Perret -

Mr. Alex Perret: Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: - for your
presentation. Do you have anything? Okay,
moving along Agenda Item No. 11, to
consider a notice of intent to establish the
rules and regulations on the importation of
cervid carcasses. Presenting is

Mr. Johnathan Bordelon.

Mr. Johnathan Bordelon: Thank you
Mr. Chairman, Commission. Today we are
proposing for your consideration a cervid
carcass importation ban. We define cervids
as any animal or of the family cervidy,
including but not limited to whitetail deer,
mule deer, elk, moose, caribou, fallow, axis,
red and reindeer. The notice actually reads
no person shall import, transport or possess
any cervid carcass or part ofja cervid carcass
originating from outside of Louisiana with
the following exceptions;, Deboned meat,
antlers, and clean skull plaies with antlers,
clean skulls without tissue attached, capes;
tanned hides, finished taxidermy products
and clean cervid teeth. " Approved parts or
deboned‘meat transported from other states
must be legally possessed from the state it
was taken. Approved parts and deboned
meat from other states must contain a
possession tag with'the hunter's name,
out-of-state license number, address, the
species, date and location‘of harvest. Also
cervids transported in or through the state in
violation of the provisions of the ban shall
be seized and disposed of in accordance of
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and the
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries rules
and regulations. So why propose this. One
of the reasons we're proposing this and the
primary reason is a disease known as
chronic wasting disease. We'll refer to it as

CWD from this point. CWD is a neuro-
degenerative disease affecting cervids.
There is a small thumb drive that each of
you are provided. There's actually some
great information on there about chronic
wasting disease. Dr. Lacour, Louisiana
Partner Wildlife and Fisheries' veterinarian
presented that to the Commission in April.
Of course some of you here today weren't
privy to that,presentation so I went ahead
and put that supplemental information for
you to'review at your leisure, but CWD it's
basically'a neural disease. There's prions
ba51cally, mutated proteins that are
mis-folded. These proteins are actually shed
into the environment and basically what
happens with this disease is tiny holes are
actually eaten into the brain so the animal at
some{,pomt s going to become emaciated, it's
going to become lethargic and it's going to
eventually die, perish. What's so scary
about this disease is that it persists in the
elgmronment without a host so that makes it
very dl’:g’ferentlfrom other diseases that are
smitted between wildlife, This is
something that once it's on the landscape it's
there for quite for some time.
Environmental conditions are going to
determine just how long but it's going to be
a number of years. There's been cases
where infected animals in captive facilities
have been depopulated and the area
basically void of captive cervids for some
time then the area re-stocked and then after
it re -stocked they basically come down with
the disease again so we know that it persists
in the environment and once we have it
we're going to basically have to manage it
over time so what we're attempting to do is
prevent this and that's the method that we're
choosing to employ here. A couple of other
facts, 1 or 2 years before animals become
symptomatic, so it's a slow progression as
mentioned before, it's 100 percent fatal in
cervids. Prevention is the only method of
defense. There's only postpartum testing at
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this time which basically means we have to
have a dead animal to get a positive or
negative test. 23 states and 2 Canadian
providences are infected. All of this data
comes from the CWD Alliance. The 23,
sometimes read 24, there's some debate and
argument, There's some states that on their
web site aren't included, because they've had
maybe just in captive facilities and no
further outbreaks outside of that facility but
regardless, its 23 states is the accepted
number including 2 Canadian provinces.
What is LDWF’s response to CWD? First
we do have a CWD plan. We've had one
back since the early 2000s. It was revised in
2016. In addition to that we have an
importation ban for captive cervids. These
are basically the live animals. That ban was
first implemented by the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission back in 1998 as a moratbrium,
It was renewed again in 2002 and in 20035it
was adopted in perpetuity so we basically.
don't allow live captive, cerv1ds in Louisiana
To back that up the Louisiana Department of
Agriculture who regulateés the captive cervid
industry in Louisiana placed a moratgrium
on importatiomin, 2012 so ba51cally the
borders areiclosed tg live deer, lot, or live
cervids/from entenng he state. One of the
other thlngs is we've done'some dlllgent
testing dating back to 2002, we've tested
7,870 cervids'dating back to that'time. Early
on we were testingjpretty much 'state-wide.
We were just trying {0 determine!if the
disease was-out there, Qur sampling now
has become much more focuﬁ‘ed and
targeted. Basically we're testing urologic
animals, animals that are symptomatic.
We're also testing road kills. We're also
testing animals in or adjacent to captive
facilities since we deemed those to be the
greatest threat. So the third thing or the
next step is proposing an actual carcass
importation ban. So basically what this is
going to do is going to prohibit a hunter who

takes a deer from outside of Louisiana from
bringing it in unless they meet those
exceptions that we mentioned earlier.
Arkansas and Texas are the latest states to
test positive. Arkansas, their positives came
in 2000 and 16, first from a hunter-harvested
deer animal that appeared to be healthy. It
was an elk in Newton County, Arkansas, It
tested positive. Results came in to them in
February. Subsequent to that they had a
deer then once they found those two hunter-
harvested samples, they intensively
harli'vestetﬁ animals as an agency within those
areas and theyjiturned out many more
animals in addition to those hunter-
harvested animal®. The prevalence rate was
actually quite high. [Aba rate so high, pretty
comparable to what yotﬂsee on the
landscape when you've had GWD fora
decade orso. Soit basncally just went
undetected which is very scary. One thing
I'll menilon, they had a pretty diligent
testing program, too. They had tested over
OQD ammals‘before they ever got a positive
which'isivery close to what we tested with
7800. So, it's just a matter of finding it in
some cases and that was the case in
Arkansas. What we're proposing here today,
the carcass importation ban, this isn't
anything new. We're not the first to bring
this to the table. Right now 36 of 50 states
have some form of a carcass importation
ban. Information in your packet may say 35
and the reason is Mississippi’s actually did
not go into effect until late last week. So at
the time I put the information together, it
was a proposal they had and it was actually
finalized as of last week. So they are the
36" and we're proposing to be the 37" state
with some form of a carcass importation
ban. And it's 23 of 29 eastern states. As
mentioned before, CWD, it slowly moves in
a wild deer herd. But really the big fear
where it hopscotches and jumps across the
state is when a live animal is moved and
then obviously it's shedding those prions
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into the environment or a cervid carcass is
moved and those prions are disposed into
the environment where they then can be up
taken by cervids and re-infect a new
population. If anyone has any questions, I'd
be happy to answer them but there's the
information in your packets, includes
everything I presented including some
supplemental information about chronic
wasting disease, in addition to some
information on Arkansas.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner
Sunseri.

Commissioner Sunseri: Thank you,

Mr. Chairman. Johnathan, is there any kind
of way to treat these animals that are
infected with CWD?

Johnathan Bordelon.: No, sir. There'
actually no treatment for CWD. Oncethe
animals contract the disease, it's going to'b
fatal. There’s not reallyi eyen an, easy
decontamination. This is'something that
you cannot even kill in the environment with
bleach. It takes high heatlor an alkaline
bath, so it's notnecessarily a living
organism;  It's'a'mutated protein'which can
be transmitted or taken'up) by other animals.
It's shed into the environment by urine and
feces. Youlknow, that's the primary mgaé at
which it’s shed into the environment. And

3 . 247,
you know, obviously it's also going to be
part of that carcass sgiif that caj;ggss is left to
decay in the environmentjthen those prions
at that point will bccome‘plart of the
environment and they can actually then at
that point infect other animals. So there is
no treatment for CWD nor is there any type
of vaccine or prevention. You know, your
only real tool or method for dealing with the
disease is simply just trying to prevent it.
So, obviously we're just promoting a
preventative measure, in hopes to minimize

the risk of deer in our state being infected by
the disease.

Commissioner Sunseri: Is there any way to
treat an area that's found to be infected?

Johnathan Bordelon: No, sir. There isn't.
Once it's in the environment, it's going to be
there.

Commissigper Sunseri: And there's no, and

is anyorne doing any kind of work on trying
g VI

to see aboutyeliminating it from the

environmenh or —

Johnathan Bordelon:, Yes, sir. There's
. il .

extensive research being done on chronic

asting disease but at thi$time there's no

ractical means of eliminating it from the
environment. Obviously it can beina
laboratoy setting. It can be destroyed under
high heaB’ or instance, a carcass could be
bitrned up at ahigh temperature in an
incinelia_t_or and that will actually destroy the
prions. But; you know, those methods
obviously just can't be applied to the

landscape.
Commissioner Sunseri: Thank you.
Johnathan Bordelon: Yes, sir.

Commissioner Sunseri: Thank you,
Mr. Chairman.

Commissioner Courville: Mr. Chairman, [ —

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner
Courville,

Commissioner Courville: Mr, Bordelon,
I got a couple of questions if you can bear
with me. So in this notice of intent, so will
it be department staff who's going to bear
the responsibility of inspecting - how, sort
of how do you - so if you develop this ban
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on importation, how do you police it or
enforce it? What's that going to look like?
Are you going to come to my house? Are
you going to go to a taxidermy? How are
you going to know?

Johnathan Bordelon: No. Obviously that
won't really be a practical approach of
enforcing it. We'll have the regulation out
there in hopes that the majority of people -

Commissioner Courville: Discourage

Next Speaker: — actually will abide by this
rule.

Commissioner Courville Okay.

Johnathan Bordelon: And then if a carcass
is observed by our enforcement staff and;it
doesn't meet any of the provisions listed, as
far as the tagging requirements, and it's
deemed to be a deer from out of state, then
they'll have a mean or mechanistn for
confiscating that animal/and remoyving it,
you know, or removing that risk from our
landscape or from Louisiana.

Commissioner Courville: So, it, just I sort of]
playing it out, you would anticipa{‘e that a lot
of this burden is going to fall.on a
taxidermist and the taxidermists throughout
this state.

Johnathan Bordelon:  [Certainly.

Commissioner Courville: iS!J an obvious
and an easy place to go and 1sport around and
look for this stuff is going to be there.

What burden then falls on the taxidermists
of this state that if, ’'m, and I for some
reason go out of state. I shoot a nice deer. |
bring it to a taxidermist, whoever. He's got
it in his freezer and its sitting' there and
maybe I tagged. Maybe I went through the
right procedures. Maybe I didn't, but now

it's in his freezer. It's got my tag on it. Does
he bear any burden if you will, to ensure that
he's not accepting carcasses that will violate
the provisions in this new rule that we're
considering?

Johnathan Bordelon: And that may be a
better question for our legal counsel, or
possibly even enforcement but the
responsibility would still — I mean, the
regulation, would be accepting, if he
accepted an intact carcass that didn't meet
the éxceptions listed, he would be accepting
an animal that was basically illegally
brought into thestate in a violation of
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries Rules and Re{%ulations.
Gommissioner Courville: No, and I don't
need'an answer today, but it's something as
we go1through the comment period, we need
to be able to answer that because, if I'm a
taxidermist, I"m going to want to know that
answer: ‘

JohnathanlBordelon: Certainly.

Commissioner Courville: And then beyond
that, as an assumed taxidermist, if you will,
how am [ going to be able to know that, you
know, I'm in the business to make money
obviously, and I get this kid. I'm assuming
these guys are pretty skilled at knowing
what isn't parts that would be accepted and
parts that wouldn't be accepted, at some
point there's going to be some gray area
there. Is there going to be any kind of a
material where these guys can have a good
sense that, yeah, this is one that is in good
shape or this is one I need to be a little
suspicious of. At some point I think
enforcement of this is going to be
problematic. I guess I'll disclose where [
intend to vote on this thing. I'm in favor of
this. I just think there's a lot of tentacles that
are going to come with this that we need to
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flesh out so that we can provide some level
of comfort because I know a lot of people,
probably some people in this room, will go
out of state and harvest a nice deer. And
they’re going to want to do something with
it so either they'd have to get it, establishing
some protocols, if you, or some guidance for
the hunter that, all right, I go in there. Ikill
it, maybe I need to go in, and I shoot it in
Mississippi. I need to get a pressure washer,
You know, some logical things that the
everyday hunter can do to make sure he
doesn't get himself in a bad position when
he brings that animal back into Louisiana
would be beneficial to make this work. My
other quick questions would be, from a
transportation of chronic wasting disease
and these prions, is there any other
mechanism by which they can come in
outside of a live animal or a dead animal
into this state? Can some other conduit
bring it over? Like if a coyote eats a deer
and he brings it over. Can it be transported
by those means as well?

Johnathan Bordelon: '|The prions
themselves, the likelihoodwould obviously
come from the methods that you!
mentnoned You know, and you!talk about
sheddmg those into thé environment. It
would have to be something/that would be
loaded up on a trailer and transported.

Commissioner Courville: Okay.
Johnathan Bordelon: 'So}—

Commissioner Courville: So'we're not worr,
it's this —

Johnathan Bordelon: Right.

Commissioner Courville: It's mainly about
moving deer parts.

Johnathan Bordelon: It's about moving
deer, live deer or, in this case, deer parts that
could potentially be infected.

Commissioner Courville; And then, maybe
my second to last, the sites in Arkansas,
were those on sort of public private land or
were those in captive pens?

Johnathan ,Bo:hrdelon: No, those were
actually fTee, ranging deer.

Commissioner Courville: Free ranging —

Johnathan Bordelen: In Arkansas there is
no captive indus{riges:

Commissjoner Courvillej Okay.

Jo hga!han Bordelon: So there was deer pen
mdustry or cervid, captive cervid industry in
Arkansas!

Commijssioner Courville: Same thing in
Téxas from the sites that tested positive
there?

Johnathan Bordelon: Well, Texas was
different. Texas was actually captive
cervids. So in Texas their positives were
actually within pens.

Commissioner Courville: Okay.

Johnathan Bordelon: The scary part with
that is the trace-outs from those pens. Some
of those, the one particular positive in 2015,
there were more than 19 trace-outs.
Basically meaning animals from that
infected pen that were moved from that pen
to other pens and when you looked at the
map the scary part is some of those counties
were actually very close to our eastern, I
mean, our western boundary or the east
Texas boundary. So, that's kind of the
worry with that. The fact that's in the

17|Page



LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION DRAFT MEETING MINUTES
July 7, 2016

captive herd in Texas to some degree makes
it even scarier, because of the movement of
those animals across the state and the slow
detectability in that. So, certainly, because
it's in the captive cervids in Texas doesn't
make it any less fearful that what we're
seeing in Arkansas.

Commissioner Courville: And then my very
last question, captive pens here in Louisiana,
they are allowed to move a captive animal
within state boundaries, correct?

Johnathan Bordelon: Within the state but
you can't transport deer in or out of
Louisiana right now.

Commissioner Courville: And the captive
trade operation if you will, is overlooked by
Department of Ag and Forestry.

Johnathan Bordelon: LA Department ofiAg
and Forestry.

Commissioner Cour\;il e’ And Wl}at kind of
authority does the department have|in that
regard and how do we get sense for how
well that captive pen is bemg, the ovemlght
if you will!| We'could have a sense for how

Johnathan Bordelon The Dep artmen! q
Ag, obviously, they are the regu]atory
agency. Wedo ‘haye some oversight into
new permits but the participants/that are in
the program, they’re basically just one on
one dealing with the Department of Ag. So
we're more or less out of the'loop with those
guys. Where we are in the loop is within the
new permits. They basically have to meet
certain provisions and we actually inspect
those facilities prior to them being
permitted. and that's something that dates
back that there was even a lawsuit filed by
the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries against the Department of

Agriculture early on, because of the division
or the loss of oversight, but unfortunately
you know we weren't successful in that
endeavor and right now, Department of Ag
is the regulatory agency for the captive
cervid industry in Louisiana,

Commissioner Courville: I lied, last
question. [s there going to, is there an open
exchange currently between the Department
of Ag and Forestry and data shanng if you
will w&h Wlldhfe and Fisheries or is there a
bit otia gap? Do we need to bridge that gap?

Johnathan Bordelon: No, we do work with
them obviously ané it's, you know, it's to our
advantage to do so thatinformation
?bviously is very 1mpor’tant and we've
attende meetmgs with them)and we do

have gpen dialogue with them. They
prov1deus information upon request, so we
do receive information on number of pens,
where they re located, all of that information
is|shared.

Commissioner Courville: Okay.
Johnathan Bordelon: But, but we're out of
that regulatory loop with the exception of
new proposed pens.

Commissioner Courville: Okay. Thanks.

Johnathan Bordelon: Yes sir.

Chairman Yakupzack:Any other questions?
Do we have a motion to —

Audience member: I'm sorry, I didn’t fill
out a card.

Chairman Yakupzack: But look, let's wait
for them to see if the motion is passed
please. We have a motion?

Commissioner Courville: Yeah. So Moved
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Commissioner Bill Hogan: Second

Chairman Yakupzack: Okay, so, motion to
approve the NOI and second. Any public
comment. Sir, would you like to come
forward? State your name and address
please.

Scott Rainey: Thank you very much. My
name is Scott Rainey; I live in Lafayette.
My question is really about transportation.
If I hunt in Texas I have to be able to prove
the sex of the deer that I'm transporting
through Texas. A tag by itself is not
considered adequate proof; I have to have
the skull of the deer. If I cannot carry the
skull, how do I comply with laws to
transport that animal?

Mr. Johnathan Bordelon: Thank you.|And
that's a very great question. Very valid,
something we've even discussed and was
brought up our enforcement section. Within
that provision there are certain exceptions.
One of the exceptions obyiously is the clean
skull cap. So you can haveithe head, you
can have the skull cap, you canhava the
antler, youre just' not gomg to be able to
possess the brain, the spinal column; the
bone tissue:, The only bone exception
obviously would be the skull itself. So'you
would be able tojpossess a clean skull or a
clean skull cap or.antlers but youl ill not be
able to possess as\*hls proposal as been
mentioned in this form, you will ot be able
to possess the head intact:

Scott Rainey: Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: You have a public
comment? I'll let you up this time. Next
time we need to make sure we fill out cards
but, no, come on up. Come on up. State
your name and address please. Public
participation is always very important. We

appreciate you all coming, we just got to
keep some order going,

Steve Leonard: I understand Mr. Chairman,
Steve Leonard, Clinton, Louisiana. I killed
my first bull elk last year in Colorado. And
do it on my own. That's problematic to get
the brains out of that thing if I want to
mount that animal and I wish, I hope we can
think through this is all I ask. Just to think
through t['us fhmg There's going to be some
1ssu§s of getting stuff back into the state.
Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you for your
comment and I think: that's what the NOI
process is about is to'encourage more
commemljand to fully vethe motion and to
se?df there could use amendment or further
thoughﬂ Hearing no further public
comment, motion is on the table by
Commlssmner Courville with a second by
CommnssnonerJ-Iogan to approve this NOI.
All'i in/favor?

All: L

Chairman Yakupzack: Any opposed?
Hearing no opposition motion passes.
Agenda Item No. 12 to consider a notice of
intent to prohibit commercial harvest of blue
crabs during the 30-day period for the years
2017 through 2019; and restrict the
commercial harvest of immature female blue
crabs for the years 2017 through 2019.
Presenting is biologist Jeff Marx.

Jeff Marx: Thank you Mr. Chairman and
Commissioners for some of your time this
morning. I'm here to present you guys with
a notice of intent for blue crab seasonal
closure and some restrictions on harvest of
immature females. Basically the problem
our 2016 stock assessments completed
earlier this year, the data was through the
year 2015 so it's the most recent we can get.
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We were very close to the over fishing
benchmark established by the department
and we had basically crossed an over fish
benchmark. So, just a little visual of what
that looks like. The last dot on the right, the
top is your fishing mortality. That's how
many we are removing, how many fish or
crabs in this case are being removed; that's
your fish immortality. The red lines on both
graphs are limits. That's a place you do not
want to cross. The yellow lines are our
tags; we're okay with bouncing around those
lines. For the fish immortality you can see
there in the 90s, there was hovering around
that what would be our targets for fish
immortality. If you look at the bottom graph
that is the exploitable biomass; that's how
many individuals are out there. That’s the
millions of pounds of fish out there. We
unfortunately crossed our limit in 2015. The
red line, that limit comes from the three),
lowest years, of biomass that we have seen,
and we have seen recovery past that. Soit's
not panic mode but it is;something we are
concerned about. We/don't wantito dip
down there too low and then have
irreversible effects of any kind. And that's
that point right there. That's|bad://So the
policies that we' have in place nght now,

So, I guess3 or 4 years'ago when dealing
with our gustainability, blue/crab
sustainability, we had a policy/in act that
said should the fish immortali

exploitable biomass exceed the over fish or
over-fishing limits. ' OQkay, well, check box
No. 1. LDWF will bring;to the
Commission a series of management options
for the commissioners to review and act
upon. So, basically those options are for
review are going to include provisions for
emergency closures, time-based closures,
spatial closures, closure basically. The
authority that the Commission has to do this
is in 56:6, it says that we have the rules and
regulations as long as we go through the
administrative procedures act, set seasons,

times, places, size limits, quotas, daily take
and possession limits based upon biological
and technical data. So, the management
actions that we are recommending in this
notice of intent; basically there will be a
closure of the commercial and trap fishery
for 30 days beginning on the third Monday
in February. I'll get to that in a second, I'l]
cover why we went with the third Monday.
That when we say commercial harvest that
means crab traps, which means trawls,
basically no harvest, no commercial harvest
of blue-crabs for that 30 days. We also said
the'reason v\r}ﬁh closure of the trap fishery is
50 that recrea[mnal traps have to be removed
from the water as'well as commercial traps.
The second management option that we are
presentingto you is the restriction on
immature female harvest. Baswally you
wouldn'’be allowed to harvest an immature
fema blue crab unless it was for the soft
shell productlon basically. It wouldn't be
allowed to'be'sold in the hard crab fishery.
ﬁaw hoth of these actions are for three years
201 7, 2018 2019. It's the sunset basically,
the input wé' got from the crab task force
from talking to other folks, was that they
would like to see a sunset on these
provisions and then we can come back and
then evaluate what has or hasn't happened
as a result of these actions, So what we will
be looking at for the effects of a closure.

It’s a little hard to say but if we look at the
last three years average landings has been
around 41 million pounds. A 30-day closure
basically is looking at a 3 percent immediate
reduction in landings or about 1.2 million
pounds. Now, that is not exactly true; it's
not like if we don't catch those crabs in that
30 days that we won't catch them after the
closure is over with. You will probably
have an improved product if the crabs are
not harvested at that time they have a chance
to grow, get bigger; you'll basically increase
the yield per recruit in that thing but they're
not unavailable basically is what I'm trying
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to get at. Just because we say we're going to
close for 30 days and that 1.2 million
pounds harvested is gone basically, it's not
really gone. It may be harvested later. But
it gives those animals a chance to escape.
Now, why we went with the third Monday.
It's easier to remember than trying to go
with trying to rotate a date around, trying to
worry about when Ash Wednesday is, when
Lent is, so basically, here's a graph or a table
that depicts when Ash Wednesday would be
and get how many Lent fishing days there
are basically on the right-hand side. You
know, in those occurrences in 2017 to 2019
when Ash Wednesday doesn't start 'till
March you're really only looking at a couple
of weeks in March where you're unable to
harvest. 2018, unfortunately it looks like
Ash Wednesday's very early, it's on
Valentine's Day, February 14 but there are
still 17 fishing days within Lent therel ]w
of course, within the regulations that we
have in place already, the department hasthe
authority through the Commission to close,
for a 16-day consecutive period, any time
between February 1 and/March 3itfor
derelict crab trap cleanups; And at that
point we are actually able Tolremave &aps
during that period, that;16 day pcnod So
what whuld some effects be from the
1mmatu‘rer‘female harvest?! Basxcally it's
some of the numbers that we'ye: looked aft
through our bycatch studies, things like that,
is that approx1magely reduced landings
5 percent, or 2 millionpounds; this isn't

[
going to have an effect/bn bustel;s, peelers
that the soft shell industrylis still allowed to
harvest them just like they are at this point
for undersized crabs. You know, if you can
have an allowance of that if it's white line or
later in the soft shell process. Crabs would
still be available. Apgain, it's not like these
immature crabs won't ever become mature
female crabs. They will eventually get to
maturity. The thing is that we're allowing
them a greater chance to get to maturity and

to perhaps get offshore and become a little
harder to get and get contribute to our
spawning stock of female blue crabs. That's
the quick, the dirty there of what you have
before you, but, if you have any questions
I'd be glad to take them.

Chairman Yakupzack: Any questions or
discussion?

Commissioner Courville: Mr. Chairman -

Ch{ainnan Yakupzack: Commissioner
Courville.

Commissioner Courville: If we could,
maybe we could hear from the public in
advance.(I,think we havela lot of people
wh wﬁn& 0 comment.

Chairman Yakupzack I've got three
comment cards.

Commissioner Courville: Let's hear from
those guys and then give them another
opportumty aﬂer if we decide to move
forward on that,

Chairman Yakupzack: I'm happy to offer
public comment before a motion is made.
First card I have here, would like to speak,
in person, indicates that they are against the
proposal, Mr. Whitney Curole, you want to
come forward? Please, state your name and
address,

Whitney Curole: Yes, my name is Whitney
Curole, 245 Highway 631, Des Allemands,
Louisiana. Alright, I'm just against it, man,
and the reason I'm against it is [ started
fishing when I was a kid man, and now I
buy crabs, I box crabs, I also have a retail
business in Baton Rouge and, closing at 30
days would put a real lick on me. I have,
right now I have eight people employed and,
I mean, I don't really know, I guess that
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would put us all in the unemployment line,
you know. As far as the virgin female crabs,
we've caught them our whole life and, you
say that's not going to change anything
because it's good for the busters, but
required, and when you get checked by
wildlife and fisheries in the boat, it's got to,
there's got to be more busters on the box.
And, I mean, you know, to be in reality with
the law, you could put 20 boxes in your
boat, write busters on them, and they could
be legal. I've been stopped many times by
Wildlife and Fisheries and they don't
actually know what a buster is. So, I mean,
you could put 20 crates on the boat that say
busters on it and legally still be good with
the law that they're proposing. I'm just
against it, I'm against closing the season; it
would hurt my business out and I'm against
taking the female, not taking, closing/the
female crabs also.

Chairman Yakupzack: Okay. Thank you
for your comment,

Whitney Curole: Yessir.

Chairman Yakupzack: Next comment tard
is Mr. Geqrgc Jackson Please statc your
name and address. We're going to/lake a
second during this pause toxemind everyone
if you wish to speak on any of these rr
remaining items, and please fill out a white
card and get it Ms. Wendy over here at the
end of the table. Thank you. Mr. Jackson.

Mr. George Jackson: George Jackson, 618
Floresaint, St. Bernard Parish. I'm for
getting rid of the maiden crab, but I'm
against the closure because I think it's going
to hurt the industry; because, they’re going
to go look somewhere else for product,
while its closed, it's going to fall in the Lent
season, and, that, and I was for closing it at a
different time of the year but I don't think
they want it that way. Like right now, the

prices of the crabs is going down. I figured
it would have been better for September and
October but they don't feel like its better this
time of the year. And that's about all [ got to
say about it.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you Mr.
Jackson. A final comment card, from the
representing Louisiana Crab Task Force,
Mr. Pete Gerlca Gerica, I'm sorry. You're
handwntmg s about like mine.

Mr. }'-‘e ¢'Gerica: Yes. Yeah, Pete Gerica,

ew Orleans, Louisiana, I been fishing for
my whole life. ]Im 63 years old. The task
force, you know, we talked about things that
we have to do and we al] see that there's
somethingthas to be done Imean you
know, when you get toa pmnt where you
got so/many traps in the water, because that
seemedito be the answer to getting more
crabs is not;producing more crabs but
putting mo e‘traps in the water and just
clean out wha you got. So that's why we're
in'a prcj)blem we in right now. So, you know,
we had a coup]e of votes on the thing and it
was always like, you know, 7 to 4, and then
maybe 2 abstained or 1 abstained. So, I
mean, it seems to be we have to start
somewhere, this is the best place to start it;
we're only going to do it for three years with
a sunset. My experience is whenever we
had closures that was nature closes, like with
Hurricane Katrina and any of the storms, if
you laid off of them for a month or so, you
always came back with better production, 1
mean, it's just common sense. If you get
another month of growth you're going to
make more money because you have more
pounds there. So, I appreciate everybody
voting' for it.

Commissioner Bobby Samanie: Of course
if, Mr. Gerica, were there any other options
that y'all looked at while on the crab task
force and what were they?
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Pete Gerica: We've been looking' at
different things. I mean, you know,
everybody'd like to see less traps in the
water but we haven't come up with a
concrete way of doing that. 1 mean, you
know, how's enforcement do it, how do you,
how do you know what, how many traps a
man has in the water? We talked to people
from Virginia and other places and they
really haven't got a handle on, you know,
how do you limit the number of traps in the
water. We also talked about changing sizes.
If you moved up to 5 1/2-inch crab, you'd
probably get a lot-better yield, you know?
Now some people say it would be bad for
the picking houses but [ know pickers in
Alabama and, you know, throughout the
different areas that they have pickers and,
you know, they want a better yield. |l mean
you know, if they can get a better yle]d out
of the crab, they can get a better price for
them, you know? So, you know, we need;to
do something and there's just s6/many
options we have thagv}e can take atthis
time. You know, nobody s in favorjof
limiting people, you know, so if youire not
limiting the people, you're by limiting/the
traps, youlve got'toilimit some'time. It's the
only way|I’know how fo manage the system.

Chairman Yakupzack: Okay, thank you
Pete Gerica: Thank)you.

Chairman Yakupzack:" Any other'questions?
Discussion? CommissionerfSunseri?

Commissioner Al Sunseri: Mr. Chairman,
I'd like to move this favorably.

Chairman Bart Yakupzack: Motion to
approve the notice of intent as proposed by
Mr. Marx?

Commissioner Courville: Second.

Chairman Yakupzack: A second by
Commissioner Courville. Note that the
motion was by Commissioner Sunseri. We
held public comment first, Isthere any
additional public comment? Seeing none,
all those in favor?

Commissioner Al Sunseri:  Mr. Chairman,
if I just may;say, I, have difficulty with
limiting y"u know, putting so many years on
it. Andll understand it, the task, the crab
task force went through this. There's a lot of
people thaL that had opportunities to talk.
The vote was, you know, almost,
unanimous, and with.it being that, that said,
I, you know, I just fee! that there's been a lot
of scrutm?r'over this situation and, and
sornethmg needs to be done 'accordmg to
those people within the mdustry So, I just
wanteci]to make that clear to the public out
here as well,as to the commissioners and the
department. . ] got concerns about 3 years.

I'd rather see lesk than that but, this is what
they chose to do. So, I'd like to move that
favorably. “Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you. The
motion is, is, is made and seconded. All
those in favor?

All Commissioners: Aye.

Chairman Yakupzack: Any opposed?
Hearing no opposition, motion carries.

Mr. Jeff Marx: Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: Agenda item Number
13, to hear a presentation on information
relating to the management of red snapper
and related costs. Presenting is assistant
secretary Mr. Patrick Banks.

Mr. Patrick Banks: Thank you, thank you
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Mr. Chairman. Appreciate the opportunity.
This is the first time I've been able to
address the Commission since [ was put into
this position and I'll tell you, it's been an
interesting 5 months. And if I look older,
it's because I am. What you guys requested
that we provide some information this past
Friday on the, the related costs of red
snapper management in the gulf, Certainly
this has been a big topic of conversation for
quite some time; several proposals for
regional management for red snapper to be
given to the states. Over the years it, it
hadn't seemed to make it through either
Congress or the Gulf Council so far, And
we're still pressing forward with trying to do
something for regional management at the
council level. And, apparently that has,
certainly had the topic back in front of
everybody and, and back on everybody's
radar. And so I appreciate the off, the
opportunity to come and give you some/o
the, the cost-related information that we feel
would be necessary if the authority for red
0
snapper management came to the state and
would remove federal funding from that
equation. So these costs'have to do with,
with the state;management of that species
with no involvement from the faderal
government whatsoever.| So when you
manage a species, as y'all well know, i't'{s not
just about one piece of the management: pie
which is any nimber of those listed above.
We certainly have Fisheries-dependent data
that must be collected)when we manage a
species. And the La Creel program that's in
place right now is a fully func%éd program. It
was funded through an act of the legislature
a few years ago, to increase the salt water
license fees by $7.50 and that generated all
the money we need to run La Creel. Now
La Creel is a Fisheries-dependent piece of
data that's collected for on our charter for
hire as well as our private anglers. That's
not how we collect Fisheries-dependent data
on commercial catches. So we would have,

that would be another piece of Fisheries-
dependent data that we would have to fund.
And we do that through the trip ticket
program and that's funded through the
federal government. Our other piece of
information that we would need from a
management stand point in order to manage
a species, any species including red snapper,
would be our Fisheries-independent data.
So think ql??ut your scientific sampling that
it takes, 1{When we go out and sample the,
the animals in the, in the nature; determine
sizes ’El%tcr’ipine the reproductive ability of
those animals sample different habitats; try
fo geta biomass)estimate basically, the
number of fish thatire in the water. An,
another big part of, of this particular species
managemeént that's performed by the federal
government, is an understanding of juvenile
murtali{y that's created through our shrimp
trawl ﬁfhgw. So we would have to replace
that sampling as well, as part of our in,
.indeg‘enden{ sampling and have to perform
shrimpitrawl by-catch studies. And that's a
big pari ofiof that Fisheries-independent
cost estima’e of the $6 million. Of course
all this data comes in. Right now all of that
data comes in and is, and is managed by the
federal government. We collect some of it
for them but we send it to them, they
manage it. We would, we would take over
management of all of that, and we have an
estimate, estimated cost for that in Year 1.
Another big thing that the federal
government does is, they have a stock
assessment team that, that does stock
assessments on red snapper, grouper, and
all, all different kinds of species. We would
have to have a team to do that as well. Soit,
it, it takes a team of scientists, you know, a
lot of time and effort to work on a stock
assessment, a true stock assessment of fin
fish. And so we estimate about $300,000.00
there for the stock assessment team to work
on all of this data. And then of course we
have some administrative support functions
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that would be required and so we're looking
at a biological total of about $9 miilion in
Year 1, if you add enforcement in there,
which was estimated at about a million
dollars to enforce out to 200 miles, you're
looking at an overall Year 1 cost of about
$10 million. Now certainly in Years 2
through 5, that cost will be lowered. We're,
would anticipate only needing to do a stock
assessment every 3 to 5 years. We're, we're
estimating every 5 years right here as, as the
bare minimum. So a large portion of the
fisheries-independent data collection would
not have to be done in those interim years,
but then it would have to be repeated in, in
Year 6. So, yeah, this is the Year 1 cost.
Just recognize that in Years 2 through 5, it'll
be a little-bit less and that's the estimate that
we came up with over the last, whateyer, 72
hours since you guys instructed us to‘1 to put
this information together. And I'll be'happy,
to answer any questions before we movei’bn
to the next portion of the presentation.

. 411l
Chairman Yakupzack:| Gommissioner
Sunseri?

Chairman Sunseri: You said hﬁs i5 Year!/1l:
What would 2'and'3, have y'all gone that far
— to see what that would be?

Mr. Banks:Yeah, year, Year2 would end
end up being about well in the b1010g1ca1
now enforcement i§ the same na matter, no
matter what —

Chairman Sunseri: Right.
Mr. Banks: - year it is. But biological total,
we would be down in about the $4 million

range on Years 2 through 5.

Chairman Sunseri: Thank you
Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner
Courville?

Commissioner Courville: Mr. Chairman, in
the spirit of what we did on the last agenda
item, perhaps we have some people in the
public who want —

Chairman Yakupzack: QK.

Commissigner Courville: — to comment on
this or,are we not there yet?

Chairman YaKupzack: Well, —

Chairman Yakupzack: Yeah, he's not quite
done with his presentation.

Chairman Y\akupzack: Okay

Commissioner Courville: Well then I have,
in, in thal/regard then, I do have a couple of
questions.

Chairme!lln Yakupzack: Okay.

Commissioner Courville: how much do the
feds spend now on this issue? Do we have a
handle on it? Is it 10-point —

Mr, Banks: I, -

Commissioner Courville: — something’
million?
Mr. Banks: —1Ido not

Commissioner Courville: Do you have a
sense on what it costs them?

Mr. Banks: No, unfortunately, I don't have
an idea of what they spend. They, they send
a boat out and they sample all species, of
course, and red snapper being one of them.
Or they hire us to go out and say, and
sample all species, red snapper being one of
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them. So I don't know that they know how
much they would spend on just red snapper
if they just had to do red snapper. Certainly
the bill that's before Congress right now
does not have a CBO score; that would be
very helpful for us to know what, what they
would spend on managing just red snapper
but unfortunately we don't have that
estimate right now.

Commissioner Courville: Is it, is it safe to
assume that in the event this were to come
down and, and be our responsibility that the
feds are going continue to sample everything
else that they're currently sampling though,
correct?

Mr. Banks: As I understand from, from
speaking with them, they would still send
their ships out to go and, and sample way
offshore like they're —

Commissioner Courville: They just close
Mr. Banks: they're doing now.

Commissioner Courville: their eyes when
they saw snapper:

Mr. Banks: That's, that's/the best guess they
can giveime

Mr. Banks: And, and they — and 5o they
would not be able to,provide us'any of that
information, i‘p

Commissioner Courville: Y ou mentioned
the shrimp trawl by-catch, ['assume they're
not only looking at snapper during that
effort, is, is that, is that a fair assessment?
Mr. Banks: That's right, they're —

Commissioner Courville: So -

Mr. Banks: -~ they're —

Commissioner Courville: — is it safe to
assume they would continue to collect that
data?

Mr. Banks:  Our hope would be that they
would collect that and we could request it.

Commissioner Courville: But under a
Freedom of Information Act.

Mr. Ba.?ks Right, and say, "Well, we're not
going to use it for snapper so that we could
st1l} ge{ it" and they wouldn't, they wouldn't
be violating the, the, you know, no funds are
spent on snapper mandate, you know, and
s0, you know, bu can't, we can't assume
that at this point so that's why that $6.4
m1lhon includes if we had;to go out and do
that shrimp survey ourselves:

Commissioner Courville: Okay, and then, |
think maybe my last question is, do we have
a, a, a sense(for how much we currently
spen managing snapper out to 9 miles in
our current budget?

Mr. Banks: In our current budget we spent —
what'd we do for snapper right now is
Eisheries dependent data through La Creel
and, and that's —

Commissioner Courville: So we're spending
about 1.8 million.

Mr. Banks: Well, 1.7 is what we've spent on
La Creel in this past fiscal year.

Commissioner Courville: But -

Mr. Banks: So remember that Fisheries
dependent is La Creel and, and other
Fisheries dependent data collections which
brings it up to 1.8.

Commissioner Courville;: And we're not
doing any data management, I would
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assume the administrative support would be
somewhat similar although expanded and
then we're obviously enforcing it too, so, but
we don't, is that sort of all in there, uh? The,
I guess where I'm going with it, Patrick, and
you know what it is, is how much
incremental money are we sort of
considering and maybe we're not there yet,
uh -

Mr. Banks: Well, a, a lot of this would be —
now I can't speak for enforcement — but a lot
of this would be extra work that we would
have to do. For example, Fisheries
independent data collection, if we can't get
that data from the federal government, we
have to hire a ship, put our people onboard
and we have to go out and take that data,
and we have to bring it back and we have to
crunch it, we have to analyze it. So} you
know, that's, that's new efforts that we,
would have to put together to go and do that,
that work if we had to do a. a, a brand new
stock assessment.

Commissioner Courville:, okay, but,
mean, anybody can ask anybody for,
anything these days —

Mr. Banks: Yeah well'maybe so'--

Commissioner,Courville: — unless we've
switched our form of government to some
other form outside of democracy it, and it’d
be nice to know whati{what they spend if we
can figure that out at some, point.

Mr. Banks: Yeah, that, we, we're hoping to
have a, a CBO score of the bill which would
help us understand that.

Commissioner Courville: Um —

Chairman Yakupzack: 'Cause —

Commissioner Courville: - and, and just to
clarify, you, you sort of, obviously you've
been working to develop these numbers, but
you mentioned that you had about, you've
sort of settled on this in the most, in about
72 hours plus or minus?

Mr. Banks: Right and that, which was a
group of about five people working almost
around the clock trying to put this all
together ' ]i.ots of conversations amongst
staff, amongst different sections of our
Fisheries on, Pow much it costs to go
oftshore, how much work we do, calls to the
feds about whatithey do, how they do it,
what we would ha};e to replace, things like
that, so it was a —

h,

COmmis‘gioner Courville: Okay.

Mr. Banks: —it was a —
(‘Libmmissioner Courville: Okay, thanks.
Mr. Banks; - a large effort.

Commissioner Courville: That's all I have
for now,

Chairman Yakupzack: Yeah and I'll, [ know
you — got a thick packet here and you got
plenty of present, presenting to do, you got
more to talk about but just since that's come
up now three times about the 72 hours, I
think it's important to recognize for this
commission that the questions about related
costs started on the, the 21 when the
Commission, the Commission, no, I began
receiving calls from commissioners on that
day and so thank you very much for working
very hard over the last 72 hours to prepare
this for presentation, but we, we, we've, this
has all been a topic for now nearly 3 weeks
and, and to, to receive the agenda on
Thursday and for it not to have a
presentation of any sort about this was a
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little surprising and I got call after call from,
from these guys saying we weren't going to
hear about this and so that's why at their
request the agenda it was add, was, item was
added. So, I certainly appreciate your hard
work and sorry that your, your holiday was,
was compromised but I do want to, did want
to recognize that point.

Mr. Banks: Well I, I'll tell you, my holiday
was not compromised, thank goodness, but
you're, you're right, we, we have been
talking about calls for several weeks now
and we were able to put together a rough
cost estimate several weeks ago but this, to
present it to you guys, we knew we had to
have every bit of meat on the bone that we
could possibly get at this time and, and that's
the difference between the general cost
back-of-the-napkin type effort we did a/few
weeks ago and this one and, you know, [
knew that y'all would have a lot more
questions at this point,

Secretary Melancon: H"eah, and, and if |
might, um —

Chairman Yakupzack: Secretary

Secretary Melancon:— LLck on the 20" we
had put some rough cost estimates but
everyone k‘ept challenging our cost
estimates, so we finally after asking the,
finance and management group fo try to give
us numbers, they kept trying to figure out
where they were coded, where {héy came
from, what the actual numbers were, we
came to the conclusion that we weren't
really going to have solid numbers to give
you or didn't really have, other than "we
think this is what it is", so it wasn't that it
just got put together in 72 hours ago, it was ,
because we didn't want to come here and
have questioned the numbers that we had,
we wanted to try and give you something

that we thought we could basically put out
solid and say "here's the numbers", so.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you,

Mr. McClinton: Chairman, commissioners,
Bryan McClinton, Undersecretary Wildlife
and Fisheries, I was asked part of this
presentation to kinda give a, a fiscal update
on, as part of this, on the cost and how it
impacted the department. A couple of you
have, have, we've discussed this in the past
) thlis;is not going to be new information to
everybody but:I'm talking about the
conservation fund. The conservation fund is
the largest funding source at 63 percent of

X i, . )
kinda the department}s]le penditures, it's
what can be expended that, that doesn't have
a ;.statut?ry dedicated or a'fedleral nexus on it
to Iwhe:r:e it, it has to be spent on certain
things{‘s' that's the majority of enforcement,
the majority, if anything doesn't fit within
something else, so it, the, the assumption is
withoiit,, the fedéral dollars, that's where the
brunt ofif} the additional costs that would
come in would, would impact the
conservation fund — and I'm trying to see
how I get this thing to scroll, sorry. Thisisa
very brief projection of the conservation
fund. You'll see 15/16 still projected; that's ,
because we're still receiving invoices and
some of those are grant related, we'll draw
that federal dollars down so revenues may
go up, expenditures may go up, that's kinda
where we're at right now. You can see as
we project out, I'm currently projecting and -
, when you see your presentation to me for
the new commissioners, always do this as
well, at 20-21, we look like we're going to
be needing general fund to exist which is a
4-year, 4-year out projection. So, and the
question, also I'd like to know, I'm on this
page at bottom, is reductions that have
occurred, usually mid-year budget
reductions , because the state's at a deficit
and they're allowed to take 5 percent of our
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statutory dedicated funding so that's what
some of those reductions are at the bottom.
You can see, I'm not projecting any of that
but I'm going to address it a little bit later.
The, this is the conservation revenue. The
top line is total department, the total revenue
within the conservation fund. That
secondary line that's right below it that has a
very similar shape is our mineral revenue,
The third line down is recreational hunting
and fishing licenses. The bottom two lines
are commercial and fishing licenses. The
majority, please note the majority of that
funding goes to commercial, to commercial
interested, statutory dedications, that's why
there's not a huge amount that goes to the
conservation fund and the other is boat
registration and other permits and things that
are sold. The reason I wanted to show you
this to show how dependent we are on a
mineral revenue and one of the reasons tha}
we're currently in the situation we're in,L t
you say "well I haven't heard about this",
prior to that is the $35 million cut we've
taken from last year, yeal!-end and, again, |
know we're still projected but we're pretty
close to where we're going to be revenue-
wise this year;it's about a $35/million J&ss:in
revenue on mineral, mineral roﬁaliles that
are generated on a WMAL.|, you couple that
with these are the, the reductions that we've
had from the last 8 years, these! are mié—year
budget reductions or fund sweeps or us
purchasing different things and we've, that
we've been, througtl'lnldifferent, either acts or,
or executive orders, if they've given up
about $15 million in conservation fund.
there's also some other oblig'ations for the
past several years we've been funding the
*¥%* libation program at DNR, we've been
giving the mineral board at DNR to collect
our mineral revenues; we've never done that
in the past but twice we now, we've, we've
supported them, you can see that's a little
over $2 million and then we've had our, a lot
of our functions in Office of Management

Finance has been consolidated first at DNR
and then the division administration, that's
$7 million. If we had that in-house we
would still have to pay for those functions,
I'm not trying to make this look, you know,
inflated that's another $7 million but there is
some cost savings because we do pay a
premium we do pay an overhead which we
wouldn't have if they were in-house but I
just wanted to say that does add to why
we're currently in the $3 million deficit, the
for 20291, "And this last slide is some, some
release mineral revenue that we've, that's
l])een collected on our behalf that we did not
receive, the state hasn't given us. We, we've
argued it with thelentities that are involved
and we've gotten some lPlayment back but
there's still 672 million and, we've been told
that it's 'unlikely that we réceive that money
so Ijusﬁkinda wanted to show you that, you
know; the department, when we had money,
we've béen looked to and required to help
out-other agencies, help out through
e;;%u‘%iv'e orders’and things, and we, and I
don't begrudge doing it but projections, I
guess, my wrap up, I got a $3 million deficit
in 20-21, I got a $35 million increase,
decrease in mineral revenues from the prior
year, we got additional costs. I do not have
that consolidated functions in that 24 million
because I didn't think that was fair, and, but
we do have concerns, because the currently
the state's budget's not real healthy, K
through 12 is not funded, you know, some of
the hospitals aren't funded. I'm anticipating
us to have to go through another mid-year
reduction, they come and take another

5 percent, so I just wanted to kinda give you
all an update for those who haven't seen it,
on kinda where we are financially, Thank
you.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you.

Secretary Melancon: Mr, Chairman,
members of the Commission, let me start by
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saying that. Since I've been at the agency, |
have said and I continue to say, that with
regards to red snapper, my goal was to
provide a larger Creel limit and more days
of fishing and that still is my goal and that
still what I have told the, the staff and the
biologists for this agency that we want to do.
If you, the man, the federal government as
people say, is not managing the fisheries, the
Gulf Council manages the fisheries. The
Gulf Council is made up of 17 people; one is
a federal official, the rest are five state
directors, representatives of the commercial,
recreational sport fishing and charter fishing
sectors. Those 16 people are the Gulf
Council. The proposal to establish a new
bureaucracy to replace the Gulf Council
would be additional revenue, because the
feds are not going to fund it and I'll talk to
that in a few minutes. The problem is that,
we've got citizens and stakeholders that are
involved that some want it their way orno
way and they can't seem to come to the
realization that you got,to/give some. The
Gulf Council saved thé red snapper:, Does
that sound like an orgﬁanization that/can't do
something when it wants {oido it?

The red snapper, it'was at about!1 3 percent
estimated left in the Gulfjof Mexicoy It is
now up'to about 65 percent. |In the last4
years the quqias or the allotments have
doubled for the different groups§ yow,
Magnuson Stevenson was put in law for a
reason, because people,were figh{ing over
the fish rather than discussing how to make
sure that we conserve the'fish. 'We as an
agency, the Council, NOAA, Magnuson
Stevens, is all about conservation and it may
not be that we're happy with the number of
fish we're getting right now, and we're not,
particular when you go offshore in
Louisiana and you see the quantity of fish
that are out there. When you go offshore in
Florida and Alabama, not so, but they've got
the fishermen, So, to set up a Gulf Council

or a new entity still doesn't solve the
problem of how you going to share the fish,
it's still problematic and it's going to be
problematic. If you divide it to the east and
the west and you do the new proposal,
there's going to be five guys running this
whole thing; no public input like you allow,
no stakeholders' input, it's not provided for.
Five guys. So let's say Texas and Louisiana
decide that We're going have our Fisheries
and do whatever we want to do from the
MissisSippi River or from the Mississippi
lin 1%g)ing west. There's three votes on the
othe? side that may decide they don't want to
let us do that without public input, without
stakeholder inpul, \fﬁthout any kind of input.
So from the standpointtof are we being
regulated by the feds, no, we are the Gulf
Council. The five states run the Gulf
Coungil, make the decisions, cast the votes
and for; sgme reason we can't seem to get
where we want to go even though and one of
the.things, and,] think you're going to cover
gome/more viable about what we've done,
yeah, what we've done, let me speak to, and
let me go straight to my notes so I can make
sure that I'm not misquoted, because there

\was an article that said - was written that

said that Charlie Melancon was against state
management of the Fisheries and that is a
lie, I mean it's just blatantly not correct. I
felt that the resolution passed by the
Commission in April obligated this
department to pursue one of several options,
only one of several options, related to a very
complex and contentious issue. The
resolution passed essentially prohibited
myself or any of the Fisheries' management
and biologists within this department from
exploring all options to accomplish the goal
of providing recreational anglers longer
seasons and increased daily bag limits.
Nevertheless, and putting aside the questions
of with whom the authority lies to make
decisions related to federal Fisheries'
management, | respected this Commission's
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wishes and followed their direction. On
numerous occasions [ was requested to
eXxpress concerns in opposition to
Congressman's Graves' bill, HR 3094 and I
didn't, I stayed quiet. Congressman Graves
himself stated during congressional mark up
on HR 3094 that this bill is endorsed by all
of the Gulf states and if in fact this
department or I would have opposed it,
Congressman Graves would certainly not
have knowingly provided false information
to the committee. Two days before that
vote, I received a call from a former senator
that's a friend of mine who lobbies for and
we didn't even get into the question who she
lobbies for, but she asked what was the
position of the department and I said that a
position, as far as I knew, was to support the
Graves bill and asked me if I was going to
do anything and my comment was "no, one
way or another for or against, my hanuas
were tied, stay at home, don't get involved."
That was basically as I interpreted the
resolution. Chairman Bishdp, however,
during the congressignal markup,
Chairman Bishop authofed and passed an
amendment. That amendment was b‘asically
to gut the bill:/It's a poison'pill amendment.
It's how chairmen that/don't want somethin

1 . ' 3
to come out will kill a bill by letting)you get
a bill passed out of the committee. H}'S
quote, "Thisremoves any of the federal
funding from the authority, one of the things
[ think significant,) Then ranking member
Grahalda just to ratifyit, and if you look, if
you go to the web site, you can see this
committee in action, and Representative
Grahalda, who's the ranking member says,
"This amendment makes sure the states get
all the responsibility but none of the federal
funding, the very definition of an unfunded
mandate." That was in the committee
hearing. You can see that online anytime,
The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
resolution should, said "Gulf States red
snapper management authority should prove

to, to not be viable, then the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission will
work diligently in conjunction with
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Department toward a resolution for
successful management of the resources for
the betterment of the Fisheries. Without any
federal funding associated with this
mandate, along with the proposed role of the
U.S. Secretfgry of Com, Commerce, without
the new authority that would be established"
- ar}gi l%},r the way, it's a new, it's a whole new
adrffinistration bureaucracy which I think
most peoplelthat | know are against
establishing mare government, but it
basically provides that there would, that
U.S. Secretary of Commerce which includes
OAA, includes the é(’)_p’hcil, includes any
goyernment money wouldvnot be allowed to
use the federal funding to provide to any of
the ggﬂes or entities of the state in the
management of the red snapper. so that's
where, and Tlll;get to how I came about
makingthis statement actually it was about
5'days afier;the committee, I'd still not ever
said anything and found it kinda strange that
a press person from Louisiana hadn't called
to say what [ thought but I did get a question
from a reporter out of Texas. We were on
the road, we were over at the Gulf going to
the Gulf Council and this reporter, we asked
him to put his question in writing so the
question we received is "If asked by
legislators whether Louisiana Wildlife and
Fisheries would favor the Garrett Graves
Bill to allow for state snapper management
but without federal funding how would the
department respond if asked by state
legislators?" My answer: "HR 3094 would
transfer to the Gulf states the management
authority and responsibility" — and this is
after it's passed with the killer amendment —
“to the states, the management authority and
responsibility for scientific data collection
for the red snapper resource in state and
federal waters off their respective coast.
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However HR 3094 as recently amended by
Congressman Bishop would not transfer any
federal funding to the states to conduct
necessary stock assessment, research data
collection or enforcement. Without federal
funding Louisiana could potentially lack the
proper resources to manage the red snapper
fishery. HR 3094 would not be a viable
option for the Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries. It would be fiscally
irresponsible for the department to support
any mandate that would result in the
unknown amount of fish, of fiscal burden
placed on the State of Louisiana for the
management of a single species of fish. As
a department we are charged with managing
our Fisheries, our fishery resources for
optimum yield and the same applies to our
fiscal resources. The department is
committed to re, responsibly managing our
fishery resources, and we understand some
of our user groups are frustrated with the
current federal management of red snapper
under the authority of NOAA Fisheries and
the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management
Council. We remain E)!mnitted to, working
with NOAA Fisheries, the Council and its
members and;all interested Istakeholtd%rs to
S T HITHEH
ensure optimum utlization of1tl_}e fair an
equitable access to the red!snappei!
resources. {The department's, department's
goad is to begin a collaborative|dialogue,
goal is to, to begin a collaboratiye dialogue
with our state and federal partners to find a
durable solution to lhe§e issues cénceming
management of the red'snapper. resources of,
for the public good" and that was my quote.
Never a word about state management
where this thing got all blown out of
proportion. Now, the reality, you've seen
the numbers. We're facing a half a billion
dollar deficit this fiscal year. There are
people, old people, young people, that can't
get medical treatment at the hospitals,
because we've cut, had to cut the budget. K
through 12 has been cut drastically. The

university's got a few dollars back, but that
won't even give them 1 percent of what they
needed to get back. We as an agency since
the day I got here have been looking at
every contract, we have proposed through
the process that we need to, the legislature,
to reorganize this department. We found
that we have a whole lot more chiefs than
we had Indians, and that's not supposed to
happen. There is guidelines of how you
structure/your organizations. So we, I think
in the ﬁrﬁ 2% months we found somewhere
in,the neighborhood of I think 2% or $3
million of much of contracts that we could
go to and get out!of, and basically I said we
will stay with those that are needs and meet
the core mission of thig:agency and those
that we, orwants, let's go/and ask, see if we
can get outa those things. y d we've done
some of'that, and there's more to be done.
As youlknow we have been going through
an audi .lréonsumption of time has been
spent more'in responding to those audit
equests, than T'would've liked and would've
liked to'have a whole lot more time in actual
policy, politics, in terms of trying to make
sure that we had a smoother ride on things,
ith, with the commission, with the
stakeholders that are out there. One of the
things that I said when I got here, in the first
couple of weeks, was that when | saw what
was going on with the red snapper fisheries
that it would behoove us to try and put all
the stakeholders into a room as they do at
the Gulf Council and see if we can hammer
out at least in one state the differences that
exist. And if that's the case, then maybe we
can meld that in and get other states to sit
down and do the same thing to where we
can get this resolved. What I see for
Mr. Graves' bill, and I served in Congress
and I know what the actions are and I can
tell you when a committee chairman puts a
bill that takes the funding out of the bill, it is
a killer amendment. It is not intended to be
a friendly amendment, although I can tell
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you and I've been in position where the
chairman says either you can bring the bill
and you get it passed but I'm going put a
killer amendment, whatever it's going to be,
and you have that gentlemen's agreement, if
you feel that you've still have to move the
bill. So what I saw on that day is I believe
what transpired, but the fact is if you look at
the legislation, in Section 505 Prohibition on
Federal Funding, no federal funding shall be
appropriated or used for the GSRSMA or its
members to carry out management actions
of red snapper in the Gulf of Mexico, period,
end of sentence, next section starts. Happy
to answer questions, my staff is happy to
answer questions. I have never been in a
position where I'm against anything. I have
always tried to find resolve to an issue, and
as I tell people that's the blue dog in me.
That's the Billy Tauzins, the John Breauxs
the people we all know, about trying {9 si
down and find resolution. Some people may
not want resolution, and for that I can't do
anything. Butasina person that Pas served
in public office, that isinow here at}t}he
department, trying to use,what skills/and
what, the errors I made in }he past {o/try and
make sure that ido a better job,in'the future.
It's all about tryingto find a resolve to an
issue thati has been festering for iog long.
But peop!‘e' have to talk and people have to
give, and onelof the things that'] have
learned, I learned it in a marriagei, I'll be

44 years this month_, If you don't Eive in
somewhere and, andgive some, then it won't
work. Business deals #re|the same way,
mitigation in lawsuits are the same way.
Sometimes you have to give some to get
some. So when everybody gets up from the
table, if nobody is truly happy with what
they've done, the chances are it's a good
deal. If one side gets up happy and the other
side gets up mad, then you can bet
somebody came out on the short end. Now,
back to where we started. Do [ want and
does this department want more fish in the

Creel and more days to fish? The answer is
absolutely emphatically yes, and it has been
since the day I got here. So all the
accusations, all the running around, is about
one article that was written that if you look
at the headlines and then you look at the first
paragraph you would believe that I said that
I'm not for state management. I'm for state
rights, always have been. I've also always
been agains l'pandated, unfunded mandates
as a publicofficial. Voting record, you can
checkiitif you like. That's the person I am,
but I'm'all about trying to find resolve. So
with that, Pinlhappy to answer any
questions, my staff is happy to answer any
questions. They'know, and I've told them
since the day I arrivg]d here, this is about
making tliiings better and mot about stirring
contrciw'ersy, and I'm sorryithat some people
misir% erpret the fact that the fiscal
irresponsible thing is the easy way out. To
say that the:state can't afford millions and
millions of dollars, this agency included, is
not, {ilmean, tha's, it is what it is. So I put
that befarélyou. If we were flushed with
money we could maybe find it, but if I've
have to go find money within this
department, because I doubt very seriously
the legislature's going to be giving me any
money. ButifI got to go find money then
who do [ take it from, the shrimpers, the
crabbers? How 'bout the duck people and
the deer people? I'm going to have to rob a
pot somewhere to get the money. And so |
want to try and make this agency solid for as
long as I'm here and further into the future
after I'm gone, and that's basically what I'm
going to try and do. So I thank you for the
opportunity to visit with you and, be happy
to answer any questions, me or the staff. |
think Patrick has a little bit more
information. Starting the Monday at the
Gulf Council when I felt like the bill was
unviable, I sat down with Patrick and Myron
and we started talking about what can we do
now, because I felt like I was, I had the
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ability to have conversations finally about
do we have any options. So we wanted to
try and start back up the conversations in the
Gulf Council about a recreation fishing,
whether it's regional, whether it's state, any
options to put on the table to try and solve
the problem. And we had discussions about
trying to increase the limit, we may have to
shrink the day, because of the quota, but
increase the limit so those boats that are
going offshore they can maybe get more
fish, and Patrick will talk to that because
that was a conversation | felt that the
scientists need to have and it wasn't just for
a layperson like myself to be involved.
Questions, or would y'all like to let Patrick
finish up?

Chairman Yakupzack: Let's hear from
Patrick.

Secretary Melancon: Okay. Thank you
Commissioner Courville: Thank. you.
Audience: Applause

Mr. Banks: I don't have any !rr.lore ofa
presentation. 'We all prepared to present
some information aboutithe state red snapper
season to:you all, and it would give y%)'u an
idea of how many fish have been harvested
so far, how mal}ly; how much longer we
think we can leave that open, maybe is there
some opportunity in the future possibly to
request an increase in bag limitq,lthings of
that sort. [ would recommend that you
allow us to give that presentation so that you
know where we stand in terms of the season
and how many fish have been caught, and
then we can get into more in-depth
questions, but I’ll follow your lead.

Commissioner Courville: Mr. Chair -

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner
Courville?

Commissioner Courville: I was thinking you
were going to talk about something else. So
if you would oblige me, I've got a couple of
questions and I appreciate the clarification
by Secretary Melancon, so I'll direct this at
whoever wants to take a stab at it. I thought
you were going to talk about the amendment
that was moved forward at the Gulf Council
meeting and —

}
N?r. Banks: I ban if you would like.

Commissioner Coh ille: Yeah. Iread it
and I'd like somebody to explain to me what
I just read!

Mr. Banks: Yeah. Well, it's a little bit
difficultito explain, because it was a lengthy
debate.

3
Commissioner:Sunseri: Wait.
Mr. Banks: Sorry.

Commissioner Sunseri: I need to hear the
amendment.

Commissioner Courville: Okay. You have
it?

Mr. Banks: I don't have it in front of me.

Commissioner Courville: Should I just read
the little excerpt I have? “Gulf of Mexico
Fisheries Management Council motion
introduced by council member Patrick
Banks on behalf of the State of Louisiana
June 23", 2016. Motion to direct staff to
create a new amendment for management of
red snapper for the private recreational
fishery in the Gulf of Mexico considering all
options including regional management with
input from the ad hoc private recreational
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advisory panel. Motion carried by a vote of
9 to 6 with one abstention.” What does that
mean?

Mr. Banks: Well, I'll do my best to explain
it. As Secretary Melancon indicated when
the funding issue became a concern we got
together and said how can we do what the
Commission ask us to do if we don't believe
this is the red snapper authority is going to
be viable. So how can we still move down
that road and try to do what the Commission
wanted us to do? And at that point we felt
like there was no way we could bring back
full regional management in front of the
council. That which clearly didn't work
before. So we said well, why we don’t try to
start looking at just the private recreational
anglers and see if we can get a regional
management approach or some sort'ofia
framework for that type of managemer]
through the council as a starting point to

to do what you guys wanted us to do. So'my
thought was well, the commercial side of the
council has always been Very skeptical of us,
so I need to do what I'need to do with them
to try to convince them that we're not trying
to pull anything over on them.) So|I'talked to
each of them, tallged to them about what
we're trying to do, what We're hopipg to do,
that we 'were not trying to change the
management process for the commercial
sector, We werenot trying to change the
management process for the charter for hire
sector. This was stricily for recteational
private angling only. And afferallot of
conversations we got a lol ofisupport.
Unfortunately, we didn't get! the support of
the recreational members or three of the
other four Gulf state directors. But that
amendment, the original motion, was to
develop a new amendment to develop
regional management for the private
recreational angling community. That was
the original motion. A lot of discussion took
place at the council. One of the other state

directors was concerned about the context of
regional management, [ can't remember all
what she said, but I offered to change the
wording of the motion, and then another
comment maybe from another director, I
can't remember, wanted to make sure that
we waited until we got input from this ad
hoc, private recreational advisory panel that
was being put together. I said fine, we want
input fromeverybody, you know? Certainly
input is ,nO{ bad. And I welcome from that
111
group! from any group. So that's how the
metion’got changed up and got somewhat
confusing in {he‘end, but the gist of the
motion is to try to,get an amendment started
through the councilto develop a regional
management plan or slbme other
management framework for the private
recreational community.

Commussioner Courville: Okay. So based
on that, what gives us any sense that all of a
sudden they've developed an interest in
dﬂih_g this when!it doesn't appear, and
granted Iimjreasonably new coming into this
deal, but they've had a lot of interest in that
in the past. Why all of a sudden, why the
change -

Mr. Banks:  Yeah.
Chairman Courville: — of heart? That's -.

Mr, Banks:  It's a valid question and I'm,
and I'm new to the process as well and, and
the other state directors told me I was being
naive. But all [ heard at the council for the
two meetings that I've been there is this
council can do nothing, we can get nothing
accomplished here. Everybody seemed
frustrated, but yet nobody wants to stand up
and actually do anything. This I felt moved
us down the road. I mean, how, how can
we, if we're just going to sit there and not
take a step forward , because we don't
believe that we can walk, well, then we will
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never try. And so, so I felt like that we got a
lot of support for trying to move this down
the road. Unfortunately, and it was
somewhat surprising to me that the
recreational community did not support it.
They, they, they wanted us to go about it a
different way, and that's something that
we're going to talk to you about in a minute
you know, the season and trying to increase
bag limits But, but we got a lot of support at
the council. I mean, it said 9 to 6, it was
actually a 10 to 6 vote. | mean, that's, that's
unheard of from what I've been told at the
council. Everything that's controversial is 9
te 8. You know, it either passes
unanimously or it's 9 to 8. The fact that we
got ten votes to push this forward, people
are telling me that we've got a new, a new
feeling at the council that Louisiana's, work,
is working again with the feds, working
again with the majority of the council, and
it, it just feels like to me we can make some
progress. Now, this new amendment may,
may come through the council and it may be
something that we can't'-, we can't support in
the end, and that's verypossible. I think
that's what happened to Amendment/39. I
think the previous administration movedithat
forward fmd it was'a very good amendment
to start/With, but in the end.it justgotto a, a
spot thatithe just couldn't support 'in‘ e end
and they, they. }yoted along with other state
directors to table;it or postpone i
indefinitely or w}fajlt'e‘ver, and thzﬂ: may
happen in this amendment. And )}ou're,
you're right, Commissioner, we, we may be
in the same spot, but to say weire not going
to try ever again I just don't, T don't, I don't
see how we can do for you guys what, what
we're asked to do and push forward with
regional management if we just sit on our
hands. So, you know, if that's not the way
y'all want us to do [, I'll gladly, you know,
take your all's lead and Secretary
Melancon’s lead, but I feel like that we just

had to do something and we got a lot of
strong support.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner
Sunseri.

Commissioner Sunseri: Thank you,

Mr. Chairman. I, you know, I'm a solutions-
type person and you know, you know this
Patrick, a lot of people, you know, in the
audience’know me as well. And it’s, you try
to come together so that you can meet a
happy medium and no one ever gets what
they want but/you have to come to a
solution, If youfden't, you always have this
back and forth, back and forth, and that is
not going, that is nota juccessful way to

own any,;show. I mean I}'n a businessman
and there 52 lot of hard decisions I've had to
make as'a businessman, espécially over
these'last,6 years since the deep water
horizon dj‘saster, and a lot of them were
g400d they‘re fun, but you know, it was what
feededto be done to be able to make it
work. "So/I'm hopeful no matter what goes
on that we look at this in a solution manner
trying to, to fix whatever's wrong. I don't
know what's wrong, you know, but I'm
looking forward to learning what, what the
issues are on, on this, and hopefully we can,
you know, reach some kinda solution to
whatever management issues we got. Thank
you, Mr. Chairman.

Commissioner Courville: Mr. Chairman, I'm
Commissioner Courville. I have a follow-up
question, and it may be better directed at
Secretary Melancon, but I'll let whoever
wants to dive into it give it a shot. Based on,
on the secretary's comments earlier, do we
have more faith that the resolution to this
issue lies in the Gulf Council or in state-
based management?

Secretary Melancon: Well, what we put into
the amendment — an amendment is basically
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a bill in the council lingo — what we've put
in there is that we put all options on the table
and have the open discussion. Ifit's state
management, if it's regional management, if
it's gulf-wide management. I still have a
problem trying to, to figure out, and I think
I've told you this before, we've got biomass
in Louisiana. They don't have the biomass
over in Florida and Alabama but they damn
well have more fishermen than we'll ever
have. So the problem is how you get the
fish from the bi, in the biomass state to the
fish in the fishermen’s state. It doesn't
change it no matter where you're trying to
make the deal. You still have the same
problem. But to take it and putitina
bureaucracy that's got five people who are
not elected. Appointed. That would be one
would be me. Do you want to entrust five
people that you don't know with no public
input, no stakeholder input to make
decisions on the life of the fish that we want
to preserve and conserve for not just, you
know, this generation buit others?

Look, I remember when|we went ‘o three-
duck limit and I know tha{ that, that the
hunter right there,; Mr. Couryille;
understands ducks!/{There was/some very
angry people in this state!Jbut youlknow at
the time, Ducks Unllmltedlhad a lot, had
biologist and scientists and & l.% state agency
biologists and scientists and U! § Fish and
Wildlife biologists and scientist says you
need to do it. It has'to be done ifiwe're
going to conserve. If we' Ie going/to make
sure that there's going be ducks for the
future. So everybody pulled together and
did it. Now right now, and I'm not going to
get into the biclogy, but there's a whole lot
more fish probably being thrown back into
the, into the gulf rather than taken in,
because their bladder has come out that can
be brought home or should be brought home
and the council should address those culled
fish and should try and find some ways to

find a solution to it. It's a matter of having
the guts to sit down and have an honest
conversation about it. What I found about
the council and I tried to get a person
appointed to that at-large seat. I was
unsuccessful. I thought I had a good shot at
it. But as I told the people with NOAA and
the people with the Department of
Commerce, when [ talked with them about
giving Louisiana that, that at-large seat, that
I found that}s ‘what happening at the council
is that }'ou ve got round pegs, square pegs
and friangle pegs. If you ever had a peg
board, you know what I'm talking about.
And what happens is as soon as it gets
controversial, every dpeg goes to their
appropriate holes and sit there and they don't
do a thing};, Which meansLthey lock up. But
it's ln trthe feds. It's the p oqle from the five
states. {They partner up, they lock up and
make'deals. I don't know. One thing that I
told the guys that sit for Louisiana when
they aske wha! I wanted them to do, I've
told them all. {{/want you to do the right
thing. We]a;e the people that are
responsiblec for the conservation of this
species and every other species. And what
you need to do is make sure that whatever
we're doing is for the best interest of the
species so that we will have the enjoyment
and pleasure of them into the future, so our
children and our grandchildren have them.
We may have to pay the price in the short
term by being limited by what we can catch.
And I know that's frustrating. But there's
been things that've been established in law,
in the council, by rule, been through the
court cases, have been fought out. The rec
sector is the only sector, the rec to private
sector is the only sector that hasn't resolved
its problem. The commercial has an
allotment. They know how they can fish,
when they can fish, where they can fish.
The charter people the same thing. Like it
or not, they've got it. It's done. So do we
start dismantling legs that are working
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already to fix one that isn't working yet?
No. We got to be able to figure it out. And
remember, in 4 — what is it — 4 years, I think
we've doubled the quota that's been allowed
for the Fisheries, for the entire Fisheries of
red snapper. I think our bigger issues are
going to be about who, how you get those
fish from where they are in Louisiana to
other places.

Mr. Banks:  Commissioner Courville, I'll,
I'll try to answer as best I can your question.
Do I believe the, the congressional act is —

Commissioner Courville: That's my
question.

Mr. Banks: — State's management or do [
think the council's - the answers. I don't
know which one. But, and that's why I think
it's critical that we, we operate with as many
options on the table as we can. You knaw, |
don't know a lot about politics. Thank
goodness Secretary Melancon does. But,
but when I hear things about Congress and,
and the difficulty of getting a bill through
and certainly in an election year, I,/ I'look at
that and say we need to be, weneed folbe
working ancther option;, you knovl}, as best
we can. And it doesn't' mean that'we're, we
don't thinkithat's a good option. That'sja
good road that%‘ll get us, get usijta the finish
line. This is a'road that we need to explore
to see if it gets to/the finish line and
whatever other option we can come up with
at this point, And so, that's the short is [
don't know which one is the best option but I
feel like, because of that, we have to explore
them all.

Commissioner Courville: Well, then let me
rephrase my question. Do we have a sense
that we are exploring them all, because I,
you know, in, in my judgment, you know,
I've seen your budget and I appreciate as, as
Bart mentioned, Commissioner Yakupzack

mentioned, I, there's, that, that big Fisheries'
independent data thing that's out there that
we think might or might not be done, that
changes the game a lot. That's a big
component to this, this budget, and without
knowing if we can get that I think I agree.
All options are on the table. Me, personally,
I sure would love to hear and I intend to
attend a gulf council meeting to find out if
we can get,a,sense that these guys have had
a change/ofiheart. However, call me
cynica’lgfcall me whatever you want it, I — let
me back up., So is it fair to say, based on,
on the comments heard here today, that
we're putting H]i&lg bit more faith in the
gulf council rout {;ha_n, any other route? Is
that, is that a fair staterhent?

Mt: Banks: T don't think that's a fair
statement. I don't know how much faith to
A, -
put into icilther one of them, Commissioner
Courville. The thing is to sit back, we just
felt like, we were sitting at the council a
c%lple eeks ago and to sit back and put all
our faithlin;,in one route when it looks sort
of bad, we felt like we needed to start
forging another route. And, so that we had
that option on the table as well. And if, and
if the congressional instrument makes it,
then we're set. We can, we can withdraw
that amendment from the gulf council and,
we won't need to do anything, thing else.
But, you know, I don't have a good sense of
which one is, is preferred.

Commissioner Courville: Sure.

Mr. Banks: I will say that the gulf council
has been in operation for a long time. And
it's done good work., Now, yeah, it's not
perfect, just like anybody's not perfect. And
we may disagree with how many days we
get and I'm not happy with that either. But
the fact is, that council, the man, the
management scheme that it's utilized, has
brought a fish back from the brink.
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Commissioner Courville: Sure. Absolutely.

Mr. Banks: So know, so we may not like
the access that we're getting but, but it's, it's,
it's done its job. It has managed that species
and conserved that species. Now we need to
fight to get greater access to it.

Commissioner Courville: Let me, let me
back up one time and I hate to bogart the
floor here but this, this may be my, the
declining part of questions, do we have a
sense of what the other four states, that we
were at one time sort of partners with, if you
will, do we know their positions on this
same bill and theoretical unfunded mandate?

Mr. Banks: I don't know their position on
the unfunded mandate. I know that ﬁw)}
were, like we were, in support of the il or
in support of state management. I don't
know that they put out a statement about the
bill itself. And they're cérfainiy;in favor of
state-based or regional mahagemgnt. They
voted against my motion., All but one voted
against my motion at the council. They
were concerned about the timing:| They
were, Texas ‘wasconcerned that it didn't
include the charter-forhire industry,that
that's thelonly way they could suppﬁr@ tis,
is if, if we brought in the chaffer-for-hite
industry into the motion. And, =0 there
were, there were'various reasons_! But they
all spoke eloquently!injfront of the/council
about the need for regignal management. So
I think we're all in the same/page there.

They just, they spoke about the need for
regional management and they support
regional management but they couldn't
support my motion. And Florida abstained,
SO anyway.

.

Commissioner Courville: Okay. I'll take a
breath and let somebody else chime in if
they care to.

Chairman Yakupzack: And [, I'd like to
follow up since you just made a comment
about it, the Texas position, with regard to
your amendment about where Texas would
support it if the charter-for-hire were
included in your amendment. What's the
department's position on that?

Mr. Banks:;Well, my feeling is right now,
Mr. Chairman, is that certainly charter-for-
hire traditionally and private angling is all
Hil,
one recreational sector, and that was the way
I think Amendment 39 started out, but then
when that sector? éseparation occurred, you
know, pulled the cﬁarter out from there,
from the private angling, that, that issue was
controversial. But it, it hiis stuck. It has
been challenged in court and'it has stuck, so
thelfee ing I have is, is yes, traditionally it is
part of'the recreational sector, but we've got
a charter&or—hire sector that's working
tl111'0ugh the c?uncil process, building their
framewark for'management; they're not
quite suﬂg about it yet, but they wanted some
more time to continue to explore it. I felt
like it was fair to give them more time, so |
didn't feel like it was fair to try to pull them
into this, while they're working on their
management framework, at least, at least the
folks that are there and talked to us seem to
be happy with it, and they want to try to see
if that framework works. Now if we, if we
do something with the private angling
community that works, and is really, really
good, I think it would be easy for that group
to come back, you know? But to dismantle
the commercial side and, and the charter-
for-hire that seem to be working, just to get
this done, I well it wouldn't have made it. It
wouldn't have even passed the council had 1
included that, so, so I didn't, I didn't feel like
it was a, it was a motion that could make it,
if I accepted what Texas asked me to do.
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Chairman Yakupzack: Okay, will you put
back up your chart, please, with your costs,
for a second? And, and again, I'm just, I'm
following up on what Commissioner
Courville asked because I know I will
receive calls on it and, and as Chairman, I've
been very careful with that. I've received a
bunch of calls in the last 15 days, and I've,
I've deferred. I've not given public
comments and [ think that that's my place as
Chairman, but being that it's an open
Commission meeting, I, the, Courville's,
Commissioner Courville pointed out the

$6 million number that is, is, sort of, grows
that number tremendously there, because we
all recognize that the 1.8 is already here and,
so what I'm interested in clarification on is
the Fisheries' independent number of

$6 million and the enforcement number of
$1 million. Can you itemize the Fisheries'
independent number?

Mr. Banks: Sure, sure. So to do the
necessary Fisheries' indépendent. sampling
for reef fish, there's several different types
of sampling that occurs within that
management program. Youhave tojtake
ground fish samples. You haye to boltom
long-line; samples.' You have to do vertical-
line samples. You haveto do plankton
samples:| And then you haye to, to estimate
the shrimp 'by-catch, shrimp effort, to
determine your by-catch mortality on the
juveniles., So thoseare your, your main
components within Fisheries independent.
So ground fish is about$650,000.00.
Bottom long-line, is abou%ﬁSBHQ,OOO.OO.
Vertical line is about $460,000.00. Plankton
is about $550,000.00. The shrimp effort can
range, but it can range anywhere from a
couple million to $4 million, depending on
the level of sampling you have to do. And
so, so if you remove that $4 million, then
you're down to, to, to $2'% million for that
first year. But, and we can, and we can
remove that and, and in years 2 through 5,

but we really have to get that number.

That's a, the shrimp effort survey determines
the juvenile mortality within the stock
assessment mode] that you use. Andit'sa
huge driver of that model. It's a critical
piece of information, as I'm told, of the
model for the stock assessment of, of re-fish,
and so to remove that piece of data from the
model, almost makes the model useless. So
it, it's a critical piece of information that we
have to‘ggt It's also the most expensive,
from what'T understand, our biologists
talking to the NOAA biologists; it's the most
expensive part of their survey. Likewise, it,
it'would be thefmost expensive part of ours.

Chairman Yakupzack:/'And so that, with
regard tq the shrimp suryeys, the $2 to $4
million, that's just for off the coast of
Louisiana?

Mr. Bankg'; That's right.
Chairman Yakupzack:The, um ~

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner
Courville?

Commissioner Courville: In the middle of
that, and so, kind of follow-up to my earlier
question, how much of that, do we, of the
ones you just listed, do we anticipate that the
feds will have to do anyway, in the event
you were to transfer snapper management to
the state? Is it just the shrimp by-catch or is
it all the plankton sample, the vertical long-
line and the other things that you
mentioned?

Mr. Banks: Well, I would anticipate they
would still have to do all of this sampling,
okay? It's just a matter of they wouldn't be
able to put any kind of federal funds towards
this, this effort, so as we appreciate it, in
talking to, to them, they wouldn't be able to
share the information with us. They
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wouldn't be able to provide the information
to us, as we appreciate.

Commissioner Courville: They, they told
you that, we cannot share this information?

Mr. Banks: No, they didn't say we cannot.
They just said as we appreciate the —

Commissioner Courville: They're not going
to.

Mr. Banks: — the directive of the legislation
is that we would not be able to provide that
information to you. So we have to assume
that we would have to go out and replicate
all of this.

Commissioner Courville: Wow. Okay.

Mr. Banks: So, that's how we arrived at
these numbers.

Chairman Yakupzack: No, ihai:'s okay and
this, the follow-up to/that question is, is, is
we all appreciate it and } think yo‘tll'\}e said
earlier that the NOAA currently does|a stock
assessment for;the entire gulf?

Mr. Banks: That's riglht].

Chairman Yakupzack:— on red snapper; and
it, as I appreciated it, this department has a
contract with NOAA, where NO%;A pays
this department to gather the stock-
assessment data off thé Coast of Louisiana —

Mr. Banks: A portion of it.

Chairman Yakupzack:— to, to contribute?
Mr. Banks: You're right, a portion of it.
Chairman Yakupzack: Right, a portion, and

so that, that's my question, what, what is the
amount of that contract and if we did our

own stock assessment, how much would,
how much more would we have to have,
would we have to spend more than we're
currently being paid by the feds —

Mr. Banks: Oh, absolutely.
Chairman Yakupzack:- to do it?
Mr. Banks:;Absolutely.

Mr. Banks: Myron, can you give us an idea

ofﬂvha{ lhey pay us, currently, to do the, the
closer-end samples, as part of their survey?

Myron: Thank you, thank you for letting me
address the Commission. For the fishery
independent work, the states, the five states
dojtake gart' in the sampling;regime. In the
case|ofiplankton, as an example, there's 101
stations off Louisiana, but we only do seven
of those 'stations and we do the seven closest
to Grand Isle. ' To do an assessment, we

ould have to do all the stations twice a
year, and some of the other sampling
regimes, we do a much higher percentage,
but, the numbers, you know, the numbers
posted would be for us to arrive at the same
data for the Louisiana stock assessment.
And a percentage of what we do for ground
fish, for I think there's 93, 91 or 93 stations
for ground fish and this year we're doing 14
of them, so if we took over the full data
collection, we would have to do all 93
stations. So, to answer your question, we
get 400, we were at $447,000.00 where
we're funded, and through time, through the
last few years, we were cut down to 391.
We're up to 398 this year.

Commissioner Courville: Mr., Mr,
Chairman,

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner
Courville
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Commissioner Courville: So, so you're,
you're, make sure I understand this because
I'm way out of my element here, you’re
saying' that currently, all of these samples
are snapper-exclusive? There is absolutely
no other species that's out there that you're
looking' at?

Myron: No sir. The, but -

Commissioner Courville: So what do you
do, so let me, okay I thought that was the
answer, s0 what are you going do with all
the other species that you're looking' out, at,
out there? You going to just stop that?

Myron: Well, the major expense is going to
sea to get the data, so I'm certain all the data
would at least be going into our data-
management system, which is up there, and
what happens politically, after that, could'be
out of my hands.

Commissioner Courville! Sc]:_, conceptually,

if we're going' out there, we're collecting,
we're now collecting' that| data?

Myron: Right:

Commissioner Courville: Can we sen]d an
invoice to|the feds for all the other species
that we've gathered data on?

Myron: If we wouldn't have a grant for it —

Commissioner Courville; Hell, we might
make money on this,

Myron: Right, right, if we wouldn't have a
grant -

Commissioner Courville: We can do it
cheaper than they can do it.

Myron: But if they would pay us for it, I'm
sure we'd happily take their money.

Secretary Melancon: If| let me answer that.
I think I'm on the third time. Absolutely no
funding from Commerce, NOAA, Council
or anybody; that's the killer pill amendment.
That's what the Chairman did it for. You
don't get any money. You can do whatever
you want and I, you know we've talked
about well, are they still going to collect
data? Yeah; they're still going to collect
data. And will it be public knowledge?
Yeah.(al the end of the year you can get it.

It doesn't do you any good all during those
12, those months before they publish it and
put it out. So it may be 14 months before
whatever data they collect comes out, for
you to get to it, but {hey, the, the answer
about the;spending, about'the funding is it's,
is, as M, Grahalda said, {h1§ is an unfunded,
mandate and the perfect example of the
definition

hairman Y]'akupzack Thank you,
Secretary. | , just to be clear, 1, we, we're,
this Commission i is, as I think we're going to
hear, [ got a stack of white cards here an
inch thick, we're going to hear from people
tI‘Jat this Commission's been hearing from,
over the last 3 weeks, and the, these
questions that at least I'm asking, are, are
from a perspective to give me the ability to
answer some of these questions. And the
questions are along the lines of we've got a
Fisheries budget of, of nearly $80 million, or
so, and so if, if, what is it truly going to cost,
and can that money come from other pots
within the Fisheries Department, and that's
the, that's the questions that are being' asked
and so, to me, so that's why I'm trying' to
fully understand these numbers. And, and |
asked very pointed questions about the first
set of numbers that we got 3 weeks ago, and
that's all we're doing' now, is trying' to refine
these numbers to understand, to be able to
answer questions to the constituents, for,
that, that call this Commission. So, that,
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that, I, I, I appreciate the answers there,
Patrick, on that one and, and the next one is
on enforcement. We see that there's a
million dollars added for enforcement. Do,
do, do, Colonel Broussard, do you want to
take that one?

Colonel Broussard:  Yes, Mr. Chairman
and members of the Commission, that
million dollars is for man hours and up to 50
percent of it can actually be used for
equipment acquisitions, to do saltwater
enforcement.

Chairman Yakupzack: And do, do, and will
you please just explain for the, for the
public, what saltwater enforcement you
currently do, and under what, what
arrangements do you, do you handle that?

Colonel Broussard: We currently have a
joint enforcement agreement with NOAA;
where we put man out on the Gulf to patrol
in the EEZ out to 200 miles. And that
covers all saltwater fisheries.

Chairman Yakupzack: Do you know the
amount of that-annual contract

Colonel Broussard: Rightinow il'is/right at a
million dollars.

Chairman Yakupzack: So, so in order, if| if,
if somehow that was amended to remove the
red snapper componen} out of it; it would, it
would cost an additional imillion a'year?
Colonel Broussard: Exactly.

Chairman Yakupzack: Okay.

Chairman Yakupzack: —

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner
Courville?

Commissioner Courville: Let me, let me
make sure I understood that right. So
currently, the feds pay us a million dollars to
patrol, and you're looking' at all species —

Colonel Broussard: That's correct.
Commissioner Courville: — of fish?
Colonel Broussard: That is correct.

Commussioner Courville: So under this
unﬁmd%d]jmandate, what are they going to
dolWith allthe other fish in, in patrolling? 1
mean, are they'just going to say they're on
their own? I mean, are they going to stop
patrol, I, I don't, I'm{ I!'m having' trouble. I
get the unfunded mancigie part of this, you
kno\ﬁr,hﬂ giet that. But that'sounds fine in
concept, but in application you can't just
close Your eyes to one fish.

Secretary Melancon: Well, the only thing
thatil can assume, when you get no money,
{hat's us.l ’Ilhey're still getting their money.
They'll get all the money that's supposed to
come to us, but the law now says that any
group associated with the Gulf Red Snapper
Management Authority, will get no money,
okay? So that money will just be re-
budgeted and I would suspect they'll
contract somebody to go and do those
fisheries for me. They cannot spend it with
any of the five states.

Commissioner Courville: The, so that's the
way that, that you guys interpret this —

Secretary Melancon: Well that, that's the
way that, that basically, when I've had
discussions when I was in Congress about
how these amendments work, in particular,
because I've seen this amendment that
withdraws funding, and there's actually an
Unfunded Mandate Act, and so finally,
maybe we'll get a number from the federal
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government of what that number is going to
be, to the states. I would have wished |
would had it out there, before we ever got to
this point, but still in all, that Unfunded
Mandate Act triggers actions by the
Congress and staff, to produce some
documents that we can all take a look at. So
the Governor, myself, you, the public, CCA,
everybody will get the chance to see that, at
some point in time. But right now, based
upon what the amendment says and does, is
that no monies from NOAA can be shared
with any of the five states associated with
the Management Authority.

Commissioner Courvilie: Of red snapper?
That's the way I read it.

Secretary Melancon: Management
Authority, state or the Managementq
Authority. So it doesn't matter whethq}q]il‘s
another fish or not. They're not going (o
send the money. That's the intent of the
amendment, is to kill the bill.

Commissioner Courville: Okay,ll L, and
interpret it a little bit differently, that's fine.

Secretary Melancon: |Maybe we can get a
reporter to call and talkltola parliamentarian,
or maybe talk to Chairman/ Bishop, or
Representative. Young from Alaska or two
other ones, Grahalda from Arizona and
Dingell from Michigan, because they all
were opposed to it. "And one of the
problems with the bill is in the bill, every
time it says Magnuson Stevens, and it was,
the bill originally said we were going to be
getting the federal funding, and when the
Chairman said no you won't, Mr. Young
then came in and says I would like to see
Magnuson Stevens, the words completely
taken out of this bill, to make sure that they
don't dismantle Magnuson Stevens.

Commissioner Courville: Did that pass or
fail?

Secretary Melancon: What?
Commissioner Courville: His —

Secretary Melancon: No he withdrew it -
Mr. Graves would work with him, but he
didn't seegow he was going to be able to
achieve that.’ Mr. Graves agreed to the
1] o

same; (5. ;you know, that's going to be
pro‘blema'ticj You take Magnuson Stevens
out of that billiand, basically, you don't have
a'bill. You might,want to look at, I want to
say for entertainment and enjoyment, but
you might want to take a look at the
meeting, [think it was the;15", if 1

I i
rplpembel:r correctly of June, and when you
get to i:he hearing, it starts around a
Minute 33 or 34, I believe.

Gommissioner,Courville: Thank you, thank
you, sir.

Chairman Yakupzack: Any other question
or discussion from the Commission, at this

time? With considering' we'll move

forward. We got, we have quite a few
public comments here. I'll start with the
ones that do not wish to speak, | have a
comment from a Ben Graham of Baton
Rouge. He does not wish to speak. Says he
supports state management of red snapper.
Say again? Okay. You get, you get putina
bigger stack. So, next comment, does not
want to, wish to speak, Mr. Scott Rainey
from Lafayette, his comment is that he
wants the state to manage red snapper. Next
comment, Mr. Carlos Vega, I support state
regulated, state-regulated snapper season,
Lafayette, Louisiana. And the final
comnment not wishing to speak is a

Mr. Charles Cheramie of 210 Ladane Lane,
Lot 1. The city's not listed and he checked
the box that says I am against the proposal.
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I'm not, I'm not sure, clarity. All right, so
first up for public comments verbally, we'll
start with Mr, Graham and, as he heads up
here I'm going to let you know we used to
have a giant 3-foot-diameter clock back
there on the wall that we could use to help
regulate this. I don't know what, maybe, if
that went —

LDWF Employee: I'll see if I can get
maintenance -

Chairman Yakupzack: That went out with
the, with the, with our funding or what, but
in any case, I'm going to pull out my phone,
not to be rude, just to, to keep a time and to,
kinda, keep this flowing'. 1 think
considering' this stack of folks, we ought to
limit to 3 minutes, the best we can. If you re
right in the middle of a thought, I'm go ng to
let you roll through it, but I'll have to
interrupt you, too much longer than that.

So, Mr. Graham, state your name and your,
address and have at it.

Mr. Ben Graham: My'name is Ben Graham.
My address is 425 Leewm;d Drive, Baton
Rouge, Louisiana.and I apprec1a¥e yo

time, Commissioner and Secr P .1
appreciate you guys being' lhere today I'ma
recreational, fisherman. I fith out of Grand
Isle. I've got/a couple of kids Titry to take
fishing', but no klds-know-how to- fish
week. Get hooKs everywhere, ex]cept in the
fish's mouth. 1 _]LlSi; wanted to og:ver a few
things. I've been follomng this deal fora
while, because you guys knowjthere's plenty
of red snapper off the Coast of Louisiana
and the Secretary brought up, you know,
there's plenty here, but there's not enough in
Florida. And that's been that way for a long
time. We've tried to work through regional
management and the Council, and it has
never passed. It's never gone anywhere, you
know, for whatever reason, which is, in my
opinion, why the, the Graves Bill has come

up the way it has. There are plenty of fish in
Louisiana. There are plenty of fish in Texas.
West, east of the river, there's not quite as
many fish and we know that, which, you
know, we shouldn't be concerned with
trying' to move the fish from here to there,
but it would make logical sense to split it up
and try to manage it more locally, to achieve
the goal of conservation of the resources and
the best solution for all user groups. And
really, yau'know, I, I just, I want to see us
have atcess to the fish. I want to be able to
contmue 10 make memories, my kids and my
farruly, takm ]}hem fishing', and at the same
fime being' mindful of the resource and not,
you know, not oﬁr-ﬁshnng it. Ijust feel
like, you know, the, the.dssue keeps coming'
up about the Council wanting' to have a

Tecr atlonal advisory committee. Well, part
of thé reason that I see issue with that i is,
there'was a snapper advisory committee that
was forined, and I think 3 or 4 years ago,
umaybe longer.; Those guys put a, and |
know two guys/who were on the, on that
commltte?, they put a bunch of time in,

came up with a bunch of ideas,
communicated those to the Council and they
all went in the garbage. They didn't do
anything with any of 'them, didn't act on any
of 'them. So it's kinda hard to convince
somebody to go and, and I've been to
probably ten Council meetings, and I was at
one of them and they said well, would you
be willing to serve on this committee? And
my response to 'them was, yes I would, but
if you're going to do the same thing you did
the ideas last time, then what's the point of
anybody being' on the committee. If you
already have a predetermined notion of what
you want to do, we're not, I mean, I took off
work to come here today, and I do that when
I go the Council meetings, same thing. You
know, if you, I'm not going to put my time
in and expect other people to do that, if you
already have an idea of what you're going to
achieve. But, I do support state
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management of red snapper. I think it's the
right thing to do. I think it's the right thing
for the people of Louisiana. You know, the
sportsmen here, as well as the, you know,
the communities along the coast. |
appreciate your time and, hopefully we'll see
you again soon.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you. Next
up, Mr. Drew Ballard. State your name and
address, please?

Mr. Drew Ballard: My name's Drew Ballard,
Grand Isle, Louisiana, 104 Orleans Avenue,
anyway, I, I don't support the, the Graves
Bill at all. I'm a young, commercial
fisherman and it could kill off commercial
fishing, in general, so I, I don't support it.
And I just wanted to be, let that be known. 1
don't really have much else to say on it keep
it short and sweet, but I wanted it to be
known that I don't support it. Okay.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you, Mr.
Ballard.

Mr. Ballard: Thank you for,your time.

Chairma.n1 Yakupzack: | Next up, Mr. Buddy
Guidon, is‘that right?

Buddy Guidon: Guidon, close enough:

Chairman Yakupzack: Guidon, sorry.
Again, the same handwritten’ quality as
myself. Representing!Gulf ofiMexico Re-
Fish Shareholders Alliance.! \Will you state
your address, please?

Buddy Guidon: Yes, 1902 Wharf Road,
Galveston, Texas. I represent commercial
fishermen from Key West Florida,
Brownsville, Texas and the Graves
Amendment is nothing more than a fish
grab. The Coastal Conservation Association
and recreational fishing organizations have

been trying to take fish away from
commercial fishermen and charter boat
fishermen for years. They haven't been able
to accomplish that through the Council
process, so now they want state
management, because then they can get out
from underneath Magnuson Stevens, and it
actually gives commercial fishermen and
charter boat fishermen protection. It keeps
us in the business of fishing. As it states in
the Graves!/Amendment, or Graves Bill that
they'd{be able to take 10 percent of the
commercial fishery. They could take 100
percent of the commercial fishery and give it
to the purely recreational fishermen, It will
not give them a yeat-round fish, It will not
give them a big bag limit. What we have to
do is work out a management system for the
purely recreational fishermen, Forget about
trying' {0 take fish away from the 98 percent
of the'people in this country that deserve
access tolthe fish of the commercial fishery
and the rides on charter boats. You have to
get/away from!that idea and start working on
1
t:managem t system. The only ones that
aven't come to the table to work on a
management system is the pure recs. I
understand they have jobs. They need to go.
They need to force their representation, like
the Coastal Conservation Association, to
start acting instead of fundraising, on an
issue that's very important to the people in
these coastal communities. With that said,
we have an issue of a lot of fish off the
Texas coast, a lot of fish off Louisiana, a lot
of fishermen over in the eastern Gulf. That's
something you could address, but in essence,
your Council votes aren't going to let you do
that, , because there's three states that have
very little fish and two states that have a lot
of fish. So I think working on just a
management plan for pure-rec fishermen,
give them a tag where they can fish year-
found. They want year-round access, a tag.
You hold onto it. Instead of a derby fishery
that forces people to go fish when the
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government tells them to, give them a tag,
let them go fish when they want, Then the
pressure that you create by having a, a very
short season would go away, kinda like it
does with your state season. It's much
longer. You don't have the pressure for
people go out in the state's -, because they
have lots of time to get it done. So instead
of looking for solutions and, and you, you
have a great representation in Louisiana now
on, on, on the Council. They're finally
starting to move issues forward, where in the
past, we've had deadlock. Nothing gets
done, eight/nine votes. It's very frustrating
for someone that's in a family business. I
buy 500,000 pounds of red snapper out of
Grand Isle, Louisiana commercially, to be
distributed in Louisiana, Texas. That's my
business. It's very frustrating to keep,going
to these Council meetings and seeing
nothing getting done and, and since
Louisiana has had a change in
administration, there's actuglly things
happening. And I think ifiyou went with
trying' to find a solutign to this problem, it,
instead of rebuilding it, when you take state
management and divide iﬂup five v\?ays, you
still have to figure out a wayito, bring/tha
together.( So that's another added cost you're
going to have. Bringing all five states
together to figure out the, what, what we do
as a total and, and you're goin% to have other
g s v ol
management Shortcomings', llke:,lhke they're
going to require that.you have observer
coverage on your commercial boats,
They're going to require/that you either have
cameras or, or observer caverage, so not all
of the costs have even been looked at. So, if
you're looking' at the feds are, they're going
to take all the money away from anything
that touches red snapper, in the Graves Bill.
So we need to forget about the Graves Bill.
We need to move on to finding a solution in
the recreational fishery that'll work for the
fishermen. Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you. Mr.
Scott Hickman, representing Charter
Fishermen's Association.

Mr. Scott Hickman: Good afternoon, ladies
and gentlemen of the Commission. Thanks
for letting' me, come over here and speak
today. First off, I'd like to say I'm a, a
founding Board member of the Charter
Fishermen's;Association. We're the largest
federally/permitted charter boat association
in the/Gulf of Mexico. I'm a 30-year
participan! in the charter boat and a new
participant lqﬁzommercial fishery, out of
Galveston, Texas}, I have hunting ranches
all over Texas. Werun about 2,500 people
throughout our ranchegjand our boats every
year. My!wife runs the l;'gsiness and one of
our; popular trips that she b’q?ks is what we
callgur, our south Louisiana’and Louisiana
tuna fishing' experience. And it's a lot of
our deer hunters and stuff that come to
{fexas. She sets these trips to come to

enice and fishjwith your federally
permitkd boats over here. Y'all got a great
resource and we appreciate it. [ enjoy it
myself a few times a year, as well. First off,
I'm here to speak about the Graves
A“mcndment, HR3094. Our association's
adamantly against the Graves Amendment,
The charter boats want no part of it. The
commercial folks want no part of it. It's
obvious that the plan is about taking 99
percent of America's access away from
them. 99 percent of the people in Louisiana
don't own offshore boats. They access the
fishery through the great restaurants here in
Baton Rouge and New Orleans. People
come from all over the world to eat in those
restaurants. Same thing with the charter
boats. Charter boats offer access to this
fishery to 99 percent of the population of the
country that don't have these private boats,
or have access to these private boats. It, it's
pretty obvious that this is a fish-ground, like
Mr. Gwinden said, and, you know, going'
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back, y'all talked about sector separation
issues earlier, uh. The Texas charter boat
captains started working', or were
approached by some of the Florida captains,
back about 10 years ago, and being', you
know, the good Texans we were, we reached
out to our friends at CCA National in
Houston. Over about a year-and-a-half
period of time, we asked for multiple
meetings to set down with our federally
permitted charter boat fleet and the folks at
CCA. Not one time would they accept our
invitation to set down and come up with
solutions. So, that's how the Charter
Fishermen's Association, kind of, got going'.
It grew, and grew and grew, to where over
the majority of the guys in the Gulf now,
ladies, that are federally permitted, have
joined the Association. Other associations
have joined the Association and we have
worked with the Gulf Council to find real
solutions to these problems, and we, welve
come a long way. We got two amendments
working' through the pl;dcessLﬁ'ght now, We
got electronic logbooksion, on fleets all over
the Gulf right now. La Greel doing' a great
job here and I think that'solutions are the
way to go. Andithe Gulf Counci llcan doa
great job We re appreclatlve tolhave
Patrick/Banks on the Gu]ﬁ Councﬂ}now and
make this new motion to fix/things forithe
private recreational folks. They, descrveithe
same great, sustainable, accountable access
that the commerclallﬂeet now en_]oys, and
that the charter boat fleet hopes:io/énjoy
pretty soon, too. So ifanything|else, I just,
you know, list, listen to your folks that are
on that Gulf Council. I thirk they, they
represent this Commission very well and
they're going to find a, a good solution for
your anglers and I, you know, right now
people keep talking' about not having'
access. Here in Texas we got 365 days a
year, in state waters, so a lot of that Texas
access is coming through state waters, for
the private recreational folks. I don't know

what y'all's season's going to be in state
waters this year, but I think it's close to 300
or 250 days, or something' like that, so
there's, there's a lot of that access is
happening' through state waters. You know,
I know that the federal season would be
much, much longer if we did away with the
state water seasons around the Gulf, so it's
not just the problem of the federal agencies
that are managing these fisheries. We've all
got to come together and fix the problem
and, once| agaln, I applaud Patrick Banks
and his folks,'at the Council for, finally,
gettmg a motion to fix this, so thank you
very much.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you. Next up,
Mr. Shane Cantrell, Charter Fishermen's
Assoclatlon, or was that you?, No, that's
anothesone, Charter Fishermen's
Assoclauon Sorry. State your name and
address, please‘?

Captain Shane Cantrell: Captain Shane
CantreIl ?24 Avenue L, Galveston, Texas.
I'm the Executive Director of the Charter
Fishermen's Association. We're a gulf-wide
charter organization. We're the largest
federally permitted charter boat association
in the Gulf of Mexico. We've got members
all over, from all five Gulf States. I just
wanted to point out a couple things on the
Graves Bill. It creates more government
bureaucracy. It's not creating a smaller
government. It's crealing a much, much
larger government. We're going to have five
different plans going' five different
directions, none of which have the funding
to be able to do that as we, we recently
found got cut. So that, that's going to create
a, even a bigger hurdle than, than what we
had before. The private anglers are the ones
getting' caught in the middle of this. It, it's
not, not going to give them anymore access.
Being able to, to have these five, five Gulf
states fighting over which, which direction
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to go and what to do with commercial
fishery, it's not going to solve anything.
What is working is through the Gulf
Council. The commercial industry's gotten
their house in order. The charter boats have,
have got a season for the non-boat-owned
public. We're developing a management
system for the charter boats and the head
boats and I applaud Patrick and, and the
Secretary for getting the ball rolling for the
private anglers, to be able to come to the
Gulf Council and get something' working
that, that's going to be developed from the
Private Angler Advisory Panel, made up of
strictly private anglers, to get the best thing
that's going to work for them, instead of the
same thing we, we've had for year afier year,
meeting after meeting, to the Gulf Council
and, and pushing' from the federal
government, of nothing getting done.
Nothing's getting done, because the
recreational representation on that Council
has made it that way. It's not, because
nothing can get done, it's, because they've
continually voted aga’inst-iit. Welneed to get
something new on there and I, I reall

believe the State of Louisiana's going to take
the lead on thatand, and step forward.

Chairman Yakupzack: ' Thank you/|Mr.
Cantrell![Next up, Mr. Johnathan Walker.
Johnathan Walker not here? I‘iot at the
moment, at least), Mr. Steve [leonard. Yes
sir.

Steve Leonard: Steve Leonard, Qlinton,
Louisiana. I'ma recreatiiona'l fisherman. I'm
in favor of the Graves Bill. I'm astounded
by the own words of the commercial
fishermen, 500,000 pounds from Grand Isle,
is that what | heard? Did I hear that
correctly?

Chairman Yakupzack: Yes sir.

Steve Leonard: That was purchased? That's
10-pound fish, that's 50,000 fish, and we're
actually having' a discussion here about
recreational fishermen over-harvesting or
are we worried about that? I, I'm just, I, I
am so in favor of getting away from
whoever is telling us that we are catching so
many fish in 9 days that we're endangering
the recreation of the total harvest of red
snapper. @Ed I would just like you to please
considerfhé recreational fishermen. I'm a
$1 SIhOOQan-hour guy. I am not a rich guy,
okay? I, Twork for every dime I have and I,
I'm'glad to'get out, just a little bit and enjoy
this recreationa]]harvest, but golly guys,
we're hurting'. We,~ e're hurting' here,
because we, we get ;‘!’}lays in the federal

aters and; and by the grace of the
governmemnt, we get a 1-year))9-mile limit. I,
I mean, T just don't get that. Tdon't
understand that. Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you, Mr.
ﬂ'eqnard.' Mr Upshua Duhon, you, you wish
to'speak?

Mr. Joshua Duhon: No sir. I, I put no.

Chairman Yakupzack: Okay, no you put,
actually, must've meant to put no. You put
yes, but you say other. His, his comment is
that he supports state management of red
snapper.

Mr. Joshua Duhon:  Sir? Okay, Good
afternoon, gentlemen. My name is Joshua
Duhon. I'm from Youngsville, Louisiana.
I'm from the Vermillion Bay area and all
year long we get a 9-day season, and most of
the people that I know and, and talk toon a
daily basis have regular jobs and, and can't
take off during' those 9 days, and can,
maybe, only fish the weekend. But if you
looked at the weather this year and the
storm, and everything that occurred, I didn't
get to make it out there, I have a family that
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loves to fish and we didn't get to fish. So,
I'm here today to say I do support state
management of red fishing, because of, red
snapper fishing, excuse me, because of the
fact that we don't get to enjoy the, the 9
miles and the statewide season that most
people get to enjoy in the east, because if we
live in the Bay area, we have further runs to
get to state red snapper grounds. So I
understand with everybody, you know,
wanting' to work together and everything
else, but, you know, with seeing' what the
Gulf Council’s accomplished for recreational
fishermen, I think it, it's time for the state to
step up and do something/, to help all the,
the average people that pay each and every
year to go fishing', get their license, their
boats, everything else, so thank you for your
time.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you, Mr.
Duhon. Mr. James Bruce? State your name
and address, please?

Mr. James Bruce: James Bruce, Cutoff,
Louisiana, third generation commercial
fisherman. I'm again’ the) Gﬁaves Bill,
because it won't:fix nothing”| First of all,
y'all got to/fix'the sta}ei The states keep i
open yet;ag-round and it goes to the TAC, it
goes to theiquota. So if yll get the'states in
order, and follow the federal laws, then y'all
get more days'to/fish. We don't get many
days. I get maybe 10 days a year, as a
commercial fisherman) but we went from,
we got cut in half, when we went in 2007 to
this system, and we didn't hear/no, no
complaining’ from the commercial, because
the fuel was $4.00 a gallon. Now we
doubled in our quota, and now in the last

9 years, how much more licenses are y'all
selling? So how big the pie is going to be?
Not everybody can go kill a polar bear, you
know? You got to have tags and all. Y'all
got to get this, the recreational side straight.
It’s nothing’ to do with the commercial.

Stop trying' to take our fish. We feed
people. And if somebody could tell me why
the states are open so long, I'd like to know.
And they all get a long, longer season,
instead of 9 days. So they got to have a
meeting somewhere, instead of trying' to
take the fish, get y'all house in order, the
recreational. Thank you.

Chairman %akupzack Thank you. Mr.
Russell B&lird?

Mr. Russell:Bellard: My name's Russell
Bellard. I'm|from Lafayette, Louisiana.
Let’s talk some numbers, just a minute. 9
days, yes, the recrgatlonal length is 9 days,
that to catch 406, 460 000 fish. In the Gulf
of Mexico; from Flonda to, Brownsville,
Texas; {helcatch, our share of the tack at two
fish pet man, two 10-pound fish, in 9 days,
that medns we would have to have 23 ,000
recreational anglers go out from Florida to
Btownsville! and take off of work, have
great weather, calm seas and each man
would catch two 10-pound fish, for 9
consecutive days. Now you tell me those
numbers make sense. Are there 23,000
recreational anglers going' from Florida to
Brownsville to do this? Heck no. That is
the numbers you get from the Gulf
Management Regional Council and from the
federal government. So when you want to
go make camps with the feds, this is what
you get. Look what the hell's going' on in
Washington today. You know all the
upside-down, tipsy-turvy things that are
happening'. So, I'm trying' to stay brief, the
federal data's flawed. Every, every number
they come out with flawed. They, they,
these numbers prove they're flawed. The
state went out of compliance, as Texas had
done in 2006, I think, I was, I was very
proud of our state for finally stepping' up to
the plate and telling' the feds where they
could stick it. Then Florida joined us,
Alabama joined us, Mississippi joined us
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and now us pushing' for state management.
You can't take red snapper from the rocks
and move them to the Florida rocks. This,
they're not a pelagic fish. You can't put
them in a boat and transport, port them over
there. You have to manage what we have
and our state can take care of our business;
not Florida's business, our business. Texas
take care of your business, Louisiana will
take care of our business. All I heard is how
we can't do it, how we can't raise money,
Well, why do you have to spend a million
dollars to go out 40 miles and check red
snapper fishermen, and spend all of that
money? Why don't you just stay right there
by the ports? I got to come back to my port.
I got to go home. You got to come back to
every one of our ports, so why does the
Wildlife and Fisheries have to run 40,and
50 miles out looking' for red snapper
fishing', burning' all that fuel and all that

. ]
money, to check just a few people, when
you could check every person? Whether it'
the speckled trout fisherinen safety
violations, you can check everything
staying' close in your home ports. {What
about a red snapper stamp?),I'm going' to
lobster in' in Florida. I havelfo buy; a lobster
stamp. 1Know'every one of usirec,
recreational fishermen would contribute
monies because it costs us'a lgt of money to
go ﬁshing'.l (Tionclusion, Mr.'Melancon; you
said we get some; give some, well we been
given' a lot, my friend, and we been getting'
alot and, and it hadn't/been ve ﬁce. And,
I think it is impossible to/work with the feds.
I, I've come to that conclusion. 'T'm 67 years
old. I have ten grandchildren. I would love
to take them snapper fishing'. 1 cannot do it
right now, in 9 days I cannot do it. It's
impossible, almost impossible for me to do
it. I, obviously support state management of
this fishery and I think our people are
accountable to us, in each state, and they
will do a job for it. I am very disappointed
that our state seems to be wavering on such

hard work that all five states have come
together to push forward. Thank you for,
uh.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you. Mr.
Wayne Werner?

Mr. Wayne Werner: Wayne Werner,
16731 Northwest Avenue, 73" Terrace,
Alachua, Florida. I've been running' my
fishing' gperation out of Leesville, Louisiana
since1985. 80 percent of the fish that I

brin’ t0'the|dock are sold right here, in
Baton Rouge, ENew Orleans. And you know
me, I'm proud'to/be a commercial fisherman
and I'm proud that|we help support the
tourism here. And I'think that, you know, a
lot of people don't undkrstand the whole
concept, [Fhe Graves Bill, 1 /stand against it,
but-h also has a statement to Magnuson
Stevens,), You cannot take the state and just
run yoi?r state. You still have to run it with
the other four/states. And, you know, the
regsg‘lilwhy they wanted to drop the ball on
regionalhpanagement be, before Patrick got
there, was real simple. They couldn't come
to an agreement on how many, who got how
many fish. Everybody wanted more fish.
They couldn't do it. I agree. The, the state
should run the private recreational angler. I
just don't think it should be under the Graves
Amendment. Now, as far as this costs, |
have to say something' about it , because in
your fishery independent data, that fishery
service requires checks and balances, and
part of the checks and balances on this is
going to be, the observer programs, or video
monitoring. They're expensive systems to
run. But it's part of the checks and balances
that have to go with fisheries' dependent
data. The other thing that hasn't been
mentioned here is, every action that's
happened with the red snapper, has resulted
in a lawsuit. So you might as well put that
into your cost analysis, because if you think,
because the state's going to run it, the, the
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lawsuits are going to stop, it's not going to
happen. And, you know, I watched this
Council, kind of|, degrade into the situation,
and I think I see a little light at the end of the
tunnel, because I'm the only person I know
that's attended over 100 Gulf Council
meetings. And, you know, having done that
you're going to see a lot of stuff happening,
and I think what I see happening’ now is
see a shift where we, you know, you're
going to have to go in that direction. And
it's pretty simple, you know, just like some
of the people said, you get 46 days, if you
shut down all the states from, if they all
went compliant, they get the same amount
days as the charter boats; 46, but that's
probably not going to happen in this day and
age. So, you know, I just wanted to and I'm
glad that you gave me the time to come and
talk to you today. Thank you,

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you, Mr.
Werner. Mr. Ed Pitre?

Mr. Ed Pitre: My name's'Ed Pitre, 18716
Highway 3235, Galliano:, I'm a fourth-
generation commercial fisherman, and
charter fisherman, and I runacouplelof
boats out of Fourchonjand Gynal. I'm
againstjthe'Graves Bill.|I/don't thinkthe
state should get a hold of it, because/the feds
are domg a pretty good job. '12-14 years
ago, I seen a decrease in red snapper. It's
hard to catch your limit out there Whatever
the feds did over thls]tnne they made it
happen, and so I say why throw a wrench in
the spokes. Leave them, leaye them do their
thing. They're doing' a good'job. Thank
you y'all, guys.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you, Mr.
Pitre. Mr. Steve Tomany?

Mr. Steve Tomany: I'm Steve Tomany. My
address is 119 Constantine Drive in Port
Fourchon, Louisiana. I grew up here in

Baton Rouge. I've been in the charter
fishing business, I think I incorporated my
business in 1982. I started working' on
boats in the '70s. I'm also a commercial red
snapper fisherman and I have been living
this red snapper management, whatever you
want to call it, it's been a up-and-down
system, but I have seen this, this thing, as
much as it's cost me over the years. I had, I
used to haye four boats. We used to run
150 trips &lyear on four boats, takin' 15-20
people‘fat atime. I'm down to Ed that just
spoke, i buymg one of my boats. [ have
anoliar boat, but we had to really taper
down, because of cutbacks. My business
was really built real strong and squarely on
red snapper ﬁshing I've had to cut back,
and I'm ot saying' that as|a complaint. [
think it'had to happen. We were killing' a
lot-of! ted snapper. I was about, you know,
15 years ago, about getting' ulcers about
where I ' was going to catch the next one, for
these groups of people. Everybody has big
expectations, when they go on your boat and
it' was really tough to come back with a
good, a basket or two of red snapper. That's
all changed, so red snapper management has
worked. Who gets what is always the

orny question, and it still is, and I started
going' to Council meetings', I've always, 1
went to some way back in the, way back
years, but I started going' 9 or 10 years ago,
and I've only missed two since. That's about
five a year. I go, a lot of my personal time
and, and, and expense to, to go to these
things and witness them, try to influence
what I can influence, and 1 told Mr.,
Melancon on the first time [ met him, I said
I'm, I'm really tired of going' to these
meetings where my state representative has
his hand up against everything that we were
trying' to do, in the commercial industry and
the charter industry. It's really frustrating to
see no follow up, no help from anybody in
Louisiana. These are our businesses, this is
how we make a living. Like I said, at one
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time [ had four or five crews working' for
me, | had a dozen people working' for me.
I've shaved it on down, you know? But it, it,
it had to go this way. [ have been a
propenent of some kind of tag system and I
know nobody likes me telling' the
recreational guys what they need to have,
but one man was talking' about he couldn’t
go in June. If they get some kind of tag
system you'll be able to plan your, your day.
This is what we've been working for in the
charter industry. We've got, we work for,
and it took us 9 years to bet sector
separation. We have a quota of fish and we
have a bunch of permitted, federal permitted
charter boats and we're, you know, we tease
about you're going to have to throw usin a
room and take all the knives and guns away
and we'll come out with how we're going to
divide amongst ourselves but at leastjthe
industry's working through this council
process to get it done for ourselves instead
of having somebody from up above just tell
us how it's going to be. éleast'l have inpuI
and, and it's importantland sometimes we
get ignored just like, ylou know, you'don't
always vote the way that'e erybodyitells
you to up l.leF,e"f}Iqs’ it's perfectly
understandaplg buth but,we also,our input
helps, dn the long run it starts helping’. And
we have just seen kind of a no mov%:h}ent
situation in'the recreational fishery. Andit'll
happen sooner/or later but there"s)g lot of us
that put a lot of our }ime and our businesses
depend on what we've|been able to gain in

. : !
the fisheries process in the council and we're
very pleased to have Secretmnyelancon
and calling' some of the shots for us. I
appreciate it.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you. Mr.
Scott Rainey, Lafayette.

Mr. Scott Rainey: My name's Scott Rainey,
I live at 113 La Port Circle, Lafayette,
Louisiana. 1'd like to thank the Commission

for the opportunity to speak again. I've gota
couple of questions and refer to these points,
first thing council's not working, council get,
can't get anything done, and why would we
create another bureaucracy? If this is not
working, why wouldn't we create another
bureaucracy? What you guys are doing'
doesn't work so let's stop doing it. There,
there's no point to continue down a path that
doesn't lead anywhere, Regional
managementis not funded, we need $10
million, Do a $10.00 tag, it's funded. We
pajd for it.)It's a very simple solution. How
many recreational licenses are there out
there? I mean ﬂﬁs is a number we can easily
measure, figure out what it would cost to, to
fund this manageme‘ﬁt ystem, I heard that
the quota's l?een doubleﬁ; here did those
fish go? We didn't catch them as
recre:ational fishers. We've éot 9 days to do
it and'[ can guarantee you I'm not catching
more than 4.fish a year. Is the fishery model
e\?eiz} accurate?, You know 2 years ago we

ere/Saying there are no red snapper, we got
t0 keep it at:2 fish, the snapper population
isn't increasing, and anybody that goes out
there can tell you there are red snapper
everywhere in Louisiana. So I, I would like
to'know, is the model we're using even
accurate? Does this sampling that we do
truly represent what's out there? The second
thing or [ guess the last think I want to say
is, you know, and Secretary Melancon
mentioned this, he said that to have a
compromise, you know, nobody can walk
away happy. Well the only people who are
unhappy are the recreational fishermen. The
commercial fishermen want 1o keep the
system as is because you're winning. [
would suggest that this is not a compromise,
this is not a fish grab from the recreational
side, and the quota is not going to change if
we go to state management, as I understand
it. So, you know, there are things that can
be done; what we're doing now is not
working. Thanks.
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Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you. Mr.
Gunner Waldman of Abbeville?

Mr. Gunner Waldman: Goed afternoon
Commission Members and Mr. Secretary,
thank y’all for the time to allow me to speak
today. I've been red snapper fishing' out of
Vermillion Bay, trout fishing, been a
saltwater fisherman since [ was about 4
years old. As most of you, we're all Cajuns,
it's a way of life with us. So, I've saw the
lean years growing' up back in the, early '60s
and '70s and I've seen the good years. And
first off, I also I, I've worked for this
department as a game warden in Vermillion
Patch for 13 years so I'm, I'm very versed
and respected. | have much respect for this
department and the Commission. But
anyway, I think Magnuson Stevens, the way
that the red snapper assessment, stoc
assessments is 30 years old. The first thing
is I think it's broken. I think the, the
formulations are bad, [ thmk there are way
more red snapper than, than is bemg
formulated and, so with that said I'dllike to
see Senator, | mean Gary Graves' bill go
forward and pass:and also I'm for. the bill
and for our regléonal and state n'fanagemcnt
of red snapper. Second'is some 1ng, if we
don't do anythmg I now make my hving' as a
safety consultant out in the gasifield. I've
seen hundreds'and hundreds andlhundredsiof
platforms being' removed with thousands of
pounds of red snapper being' debimated;
where do they go? Most of the time in olden
days they blew up a platform, they're doing
less of that now but those fish are dead. We
don't have scuba divers going' down there
and shewing away the red snapper, all fish.
And lastly I am a scuba diver and spear
fisherman. I can take any one of you on my
boat, actually bring you videos from
YouTube that we film our dives. We can't
shoot amber jack during amber jack season
because sometimes the red snapper are

getting in the way. We spend way more
time trying', we spend a whole tank, 50
minutes down on the bottom trying to shoot
one amber jack because there are just
sometimes when you go to take a shot you
got to small red snapper getting' in your
way. So — But to get back to my original
thing, the, the, the framework in which red
snapper, stock assessments are done is, is
flawed. We)are using old formulation and
that needs ta'be fixed in Magnuson Stevens.
And lﬁthat's done then everybody would, 1
wou]d e happy and we would get

more of a sustainable stock in red snapper
and be able to'haryest more. Thank you for
your time. EIT

b,
Chairman’Y akupzack: 'ihank you. Next I
have D:vid Cresson, CC

DavidiGresson: Good afternoon,
comm1ssmncrs We got here in the morning
but its afterngon now. Thank you for
haylnh me, my.name is David Cresson, [ am
the exteltive director of the Coastal
Conservation Association. And, it’sa
pleasure to be with you this morning',
Commissioner Courville, you mentioned
earlier that you're going to have to goto a
Gulf Council meeting sometime soon, well
don't bother because you've got one going'
on here right now, you've got, you know our
friends from Texas and Florida who are here
giving' the same speeches that they give
every time at the Gulf Council, so you just
assume that everything you hear here today
is, is what's been scripted and they've talked
about a thousand times before, so, it feels a
lot like a Gulf Council meeting today. You
know one thing that's clear to me in listening
to everything that I've heard is how few
people have actually read Congressman
Graves' bill. If anybody anywhere thinks
that Congressman Graves would do
anything to purposefully injure the
commercial fisheries in Louisiana or
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anywhere else, they just simply don't know
Congressman Graves or what his motives
are. | should also mention that his bill has
40 some-odd co-authors from both sides of
the aisle including all but one 1 believe of
the Louisiana delegates as a co-author. So,
this is not some fly by the seat of our pants,
throw something’ together bill, this has been
worked on for years now. Even before
Congressman Graves was a congressman
well this is sort of the culmination. One
other thing, and I want to comment on
something' the secretary said earlier and, and
he mentioned that the Gulf Council save,
saved red snapper. I don't believe that's true.
I think Gulf, Guif red snapper were in a lot
of trouble until this, the Gulf Council was
sued by conservationists, including CCA,
and that turned the management of red
snapper to a, toward a positive direction,

So, as Mr. Tomeny said, 15 years ago'it\was
hard to find them; they got sued, they were
held to, to the proper management styles and
then snapper turned around. | Soithey were
failing it, got sued and now it's made a
recovery. I, too much on,my paper to
comment on, there's too many comments
made, too many, correctnons }o try|and make
so I, I really Jusi want!to, talk about
frustration.” I've been at CA 9 years and
with all due respect to our frlends at {hé
department, and they are frlends most of
themn have been tg 2 meetings." 'We have
been down this road, we have been asking
for better management for 9 years now. The
system has failed. It has f;allcd us'miserably.
The secretary mentioned some mg about
the quota nearly doubling and it has gone up
but we're stuck at 9 days, So that's not
working'. So after these years and years and
years of frustration you can understand why
it was time for congressional action. You
know, an act of Congress is what they say
when something' is really hard, you need an
act of Congress. Well, that's what we
needed; well, we got one. And

Congressman Graves stepped up, put this
together, and worked with all the user
groups in doing so got a lot of feedback
from all of them. If anybody denies that
they're just not telling’ the truth, he worked
with all of them to put this together and
came out with HR-3094. We were thrilled,
we were thrilled when Governor Edwards
pledged his support to the 5-state
management plan and we were thrilled to
hear the secrxletary and so forth say the same
things leadmg up to where we are now. You
can imagine our frustration upon hearing
that the deparlment was not on board with
the commission's resolution from earlier that
month, and I expressed this to the secretary
and 1 must admit I, T'would say the secretary
i
and I hayea very open‘and honest dialogue
back and forth, I told him'we were
dlsappomted about this, he explamed the
reasons he thought they had to be where
they were. But it occurred to me that the
announcement that was made was made
before/the commission knew that it was
going to be made. It was made before any
of the user groups like ours knew that it was
going to be made. It was made before the
governor knew it was going to be made.
The only people that knew about it besides
the department were some anti-recreational
groups who were floating around like it was
a, a, like an e-high 5, running' around in the
internet world. So that was frustrating. We
talked about that and understood that we just
moved forward. it's also frustrating that the
concerns that were, were expressed about
the bill were not expressed to the
congressman before they were made public,
and they were not expressed to us, they were
not expressed really to anybody until they
were expressed to some reporter in Texas.
So you can understand the frustrations that,
that we feel. We have the final frustration;
there's several more obviously but the final
frustration is to hear that the preferred
alternative is to go back to the Gulf Council.
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We've been there already; like on four
members said earlier when the committees
put together recommendations and the Gulf
Council doesn't like them, they just ignore
them. So I think in the amendment that's
been put forth by the department it talks
about the recreational ad hoc committee
that's going to be put together; it doesn't
matter what that committee says, if it doesn't
fit with what the Gulf Council thinks they're
going to vote it down. So, Mr. Banks
mentioned that the vote for that amendment
was 9 to 6 and that's strong support. Well,
had Louisiana voted how they had been
voting in previous it was have been 8 to 7
and it would have been one of those close
votes just like it always had been. So, you
know, I, I found it interesting to see how
many times CCA was mentioned in the
comments earlier and I think anybody would
recognize that we've taken a wait and sec
approach on this. We've, we met with the
secretary, and I talked to him the day of the
announcement. We've, we've gbt a good
rapport. We met with/him and the governor
later that week. We are commltted;to try
and find a good solution t0/make this work.
And we're going to continué to.do that| But
going ba]ck to'square one, really, which is
where e would be with the GulfiCouncil is
just not something' that any of us can afford
to stomach! I mean you're talking' years and
years of frustration. Amendment'39 was
good looking' piece of work when it first
came out. After the!Gulf Council 'got their
hands on it for 5 years'it,/it was'no good, it
couldn't, and it was unviable. So, I could
go on and on, I know I'm against the clock,
my paper is filled with things I would like to
say but I'll reserve those for a later day.
Again, I thank you for your comments, we
do very much look forward to working' with
the department, we've got a great
relationship with them in a number of ways,
and we hope we can work through this one
as well. Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you. Second
call for Johnathan Walker. Okay. That
concludes the public comments on Agenda
Items 13, a couple of these comments are
strictly for, are, are also include 14 which, is
Mr. Blanchet going to come up and
complete that part now? So I'll formally
read it. Agenda Item 14 is to hear an update
on the red snapper season. Presenting, Mr,
Harry Blanchet.

Mr. Harry Blanchet: Good morning, Mr.
Chairman, mémbers of the Commission.
Let's see if I can get this thing working.
Okay, that's the right,one. Hmm, I show it
here, I don't see it up|there.

Mz: Hairry Blanchet: There we go. Okay.
You JUSt have to push the button hard, This
is a relatively brief update, we’ve had a
recreational season that has been open since
early in the year. This year was a little bit
different because the feds actually agreed
that we've|got 9 miles off shore which is a
nice benefit to some people, not so much as
some people have pointed out in the western
part of the state. So a little bit, I'm sorry for
the spaghetti but I could not, I wanted to
show as much detail as possible, where we
are. This actually is through the 26" of
June, so these are, these data have, include
the information from the red snapper
recreational private boat season. I don't
know if this is going to show up or not, no,
it's not. This year, the, the federal season
typically is a time when we have our, most
productive week. This year was not as
productive as many other years has been.
There was a lot of rough weather., It wasn't
that people could not catch their two fish, it
was that there weren't that many people that
really wanted to buck that weather and go
get those two fish. So as a result what you
have there is the data for 2014 in the black,
2015 in the, I guess that's green and the red
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is 2016 and each of those numbers is the
pounds landed by recreational fishermen
through the same date. And, the two then go
forward. So trying to estimate where we
might be relative to where historically, we
would normally be, this is our historic
fraction of the overall recreational,
allowable harvest. And so at 545,000
pounds through the 26, you can see we're
relatively close to our overall, average. For
the, for our sector, they have been following
very closely with where they were last year,
when they also had an extended season.
There's two more weeks of their season to
go, they've run through, oh, I'm sorry, there's
three more weeks of their season to go, they
run through Week 28. And so our
projections are that they will do a little bit
better than they did last year, I'm sorry, not
as good as they did last year. Oh, ng, alittle
better than they did last year, And then we
have, so that's our projection of that
basically through the end of the year. I put
them all together and here's jwhere we stand
compared to, the prior 2jyears. ‘The, main
difference for 2014 ofi curse is that much
smaller, charter season and;,but you can see
that even so, this year we're falling, We'réa
little bit behind Both the other years. And
this is; ]i."[ will say that what we have here is
one projection but dependingjupon wha
kind of, parameters you mightput into'your
model, this is'very much like showing jus
one model of the hurricane centers,
projections where, you know, yol{lﬁ'cally
have a spaghetti and so/l would say that
unless, I would not put a wholelot of faith
in the, total harvest being at'‘exactly

1.116 million pounds on, at the middle of
October. But we will be able to continue
monitoring this, as we, as we progress
forward and I'll be glad to take any
questions.

Chairman Yakupzack: Harry, thank you for
your presentation. Just as a point of clarity I

have a question, I note that the, the numbers
are different, in the, in the packet that was
sent to us, Tuesday than, than are in the
packet that we were given today.

Mr. Harry Blanchet: Correct.

Chairman Yakupzack: Did, did anything
change other than you've got an additional -

Mr. Harrjr‘;‘]ii”lanchet: We actually —
Chairman X}akupzack:— week worth of data?

Mr. Harry Blanchet: - added one week's
data,

Chairman|Yakupzack:‘Okay. Thank you.

Commissioner Courville: Yes, Mr.
Chairman, before we leave this, sir, I sort of
viewed 18/and 14 together. I, I do have a
N eaH) . s

couple of follow-up questions and, and it's
reailyljust a requiest more than, more than

B a5im i
questions. nMr. Banks, at some point can we
get sort of some clarification of what that
independent data, looks like in your, in your
budget estimate, and then to, to go again
with my, question earlier, if we can find out
perhaps even through a, a freedom of
information request from the feds what
they're currently spending on, on snapper.
I'd also like a, you know, we heard some
things today, perhaps, I know you guys
have a full plate to deal with but, I would be
interested in an analysis by whomever is the
appropriate party, to get an analysis of what
the Graves bill will, will do, potentially to
the commercial and the for-hire industry.
and then my last question, I think, actually
no, I've got a couple, but my last request
would be how soon will we see, a draft, if
you will, of what this amendment at the Gulf
Council's going to look like as far as a
solution for the recreational snapper issue.
I'd like to put a, yeah, the, the amendment
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was, open-ended, if you will, and open-
ended amendments to me look like
placeholders as opposed to, to tasks. [
would like to know, and I'm not asking' you
today to give me a number, I'd like to know
how soon, perhaps maybe even at the next
Commission meeting how soon will we see,
that language, that it's going to look, and
then what is it going to look like? ideally,
and again, | know you guys, have a lot to do,
I know this thing has a long sordid history,
but I, I think, if, if inevitably we, we go that
route, which I'm not suggesting one way or
the other, it’d be good to know if'it's an
option then we need to know what it's going
to look like, I would, I would be in favor of
that. and, and then I heard today and, and
maybe this isn't the setting for that but I
heard a lot of tag discussion for the
recreational folks, and perhaps we could
have an update on what a tag system might
look like, for the recreational folks if that's
what it, what it appears that the commercial
sector is in favor of, I'd/like forjthe public
to have a chance to get’ théir handle; and
myself for that matter on,what a ta"g’ program
would actually look like!!|I've got my, my
thoughts on.it and, I'm all over thei place
but, someb]ody with some experience can,
can share with us and the public what a tag
program'would actually look!like. ‘and ], I
guess my last/question is, we ve heard aﬁlot
of statements by/a lot of folks, | the money
fell from heaven'tomorrow, to manage
snapper, would that change this current
department position? 'If it wasn't an
unfunded mandate.

Secretary Melancon: If -

Chairman Yakupzack: Let's say, let's say
Mr., Mr., the Honorable Mr. Bishop, I can't
remember if he's a congressman or a senator
50 —

Secretary Melancon: He's, he's a
congressman.

Chairman Yakupzack: — I don't want to
mislabel him. If he said, no, I was just
kidding', here’s your money. Would that
change, um how, how we view
Congressman Graves' bill?

Secretary Melancon: If the Congress
passed ajlaw/and it was put into effect and
the n}éjnf?_}'r fell from the sky then that's what
weTvould do, because that would be the law.

Commissioner ¢0urville: Okay. Sol,
I'm not asking' forjanswers on all those other
questions, Patrick, Mr! Mr. Banks, sorry,
maybe, maybe next monthi or something'
Like that! | 'T didn't give you obviously
adéqﬁg{é time to prepare for any of those,

Patrick Banks: Thank you.

Cgimniissionen Sunseri: Thank you,

M. Chairman.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner
Sunseri?

Commissioner Sunseri: Thank, thank you,
Mr. Chairman. I, I was wondering', [ know
this is no action item or anything but I'm
wondering' if we could ask the department
to maybe try to do something' in maybe
trying' to get the groups together, the
commercial fishing, the recreational fishing,
the charter fishing people together, the
department biologists and everything and
get them in a room and see what might be
able to come out of that, that could be good
to go to the council with. 1, I, you know, I, I
premise this by saying' I'm a solutions guy
and, I, I think that there's something’' that
could be hammered out where we could go
to the council and make it happen. But you
need to get the people in a room to go ahead
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and, and make it happen, and make, make
this, because we don't have this Graves bill
thing in hand. We got the council, that's
who we've got to work with right now. So
get the Louisiana guys in a room, along
with whatever commissioners want to
participate and, see, see what can come out
of it that can be useful and to bring forward
to the, the Gulf, Commission. That, that's a
suggestion. Thank you, Mr. Chairman,

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you. Any
other, question or discussion on Agenda
Item No. 14? Moving' forward we have
Agenda Item 135, to set the November 2016
meeting date. Looks like the first Thursday
of the month is, November 3", Is that,
appear to be fine for everyone? Okay, so
moving' forward we're, we're going to let the
minutes reflect that we're going to haye the
meeting on November 3, that's the firs
Thursday of the month. We now have,
Agenda Item No. 16, to receive public
comment. 1 would like;t6 remind you, that
those of you who are/going to legve early to,
to please exit quietly so ‘we can finish up this
agenda. First up for public comment I've
got Mr, Barry Rogers from{Tlerrebonne
Parish.

Mr. Barry; Rogers: Good afternoon,
Secretary, C(‘Jm{nission members. I'm here
to express concerns on the appointment of
Bob Samanie to the Commission Board. He
is the vice presiden{ oﬁiLaﬁtte Frozen Foods
which has been known to)import frozen
shrimp and repack in Louisiana boxes.
Louisiana, Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
and the Seafood Promotion Board has spent
millions of dollars on promoting authentic
Louisiana shrimp. I see a conflict of interest
between someone that imports shrimp and
the State of Louisiana which is trying to
promote our business, I've also had
comments and meetings with you and spoke
with you and you have spoken to me as a

fisherman from a processor that you hold
my head down under water till I almost
drown, you let me up for a breath of air,

Commissioner Samanie: muffled noise

Mr. Barry Rogers: Yes, you have.
Commissioner Samanie: No, I haven't.

Mr. Barry Rogers: Yes, you have. You
might{not remember but yes, you have. We
are d‘z‘o\ming. The shrimping' industry is
drowning. ‘We have went through the worst
year of brown shrimp season in history. We
do not need someone like you on this Board
that imports shrimp and, puts it in Louisiana
|boxes. Iii not here to argue with you, I just
‘ha\l/le concerns.

Commis}slioner Samanie: Well, do you have
any proof; or documentation —

M!‘. ,qury Rogers: The man that works on
the backideck —

Commissioner Samanie: You're making'
slanderous statements —

Mr. Barry Rogers: I'm not making' a — The
man that works the back deck of my boat
used to work your dock.

Commissioner Samanie: You'll have to
prove this one.

Chairman Yakupzack: Come on, let's do it.
Commissioner Samanie: Yeah.

Mr. Barry Rogers: I'm sorry, it's just the
way I feel, I have concerns. Thank you,

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you, Mr.
Rogers. Louisiana Shrimp Association,
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Acy Cooper. Again, we're going to limit
comments to still on our 3 minute time,

Acy Cooper: How you doing'? Acy
Cooper, Louisiana Shrimp Association. |
have a lot, a lot of people calling' me and
like I have to do what I have to do. A lot of
fishermen are worried about which way ya'll
going to vote when it comes time to open
and close seasons. Last year we had a
problem with open earlier, close late and
they wanted the season open early and, later.
And the processors wanted to open early.
So, and they kinda feel that, and I aren’t got
nothing' against you personally, Mr. Bobby,
that with that influence on the panel it may
lean a certain way. So hopefully the rest of
ya'll take everybody’s in account when we
ask, the fishermen come up and ask about a
later date, take it into account. Just'don't'let
one may sway ya'll vote one way or the
other. And that's the main concern that they
have. That last year we did have a big
problem, they all wanted|it closed, the
fishermen wanted tosgo longer, the
processors wanted to open early because of
the smaller shrimp. They; held it back, that
did it good and it: worked ouf right ‘ Sc& that's
the main thlﬁg that we're concérned about.

It doesn't sway ya'll vote and lean towards
the wrong way. Thank ya'll.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you, Mr.
Cooper. Next up, Dean Blanchard. Dean
Blanchard? Next up, Warren Delacroix.
State your name and address, please.

Warren Delacroix: Warren Delacroix, 1012
Helois, Louisiana. [ happen to be —

Mr. Melancon, secretary and Members of
the Commission, thank ya'll for letting' me
speak. I happen to be a member of the
Louisiana Crab Task Force, I'd like to put a
comment on a couple of different issues.
First off, while Mr. Cresson is still here, if
he's still present with the CCA we've had

some different discussions as ya'll know
with the Crab Task Force and, and issues
about over fishing' and the stock assessment.
I'd like to open Wildlife and Fisheries and
the secretary and Mr. Cresson to give us
some type, and even you, Mr. Sunseri with
the Oyster Fisheries some type of fin, finfish
fishery, drum or sheepshead via trammel net
or haul seine and I'm not asking' for it
immediately, but just get the Commission to
come o board and have a group
conversation. You said you are, you are,
L
you know; you, you're trying’, you'd like to
get everybodyto get along but that's an issue
that needs to be resolved for your industry,
especially with the oyster fishermen and
especially our industryjyith the crab
fishermen:;, Another thing,] want to bring up
is/the recent appointment'o Mr Samanie to
the Commission. He works Tor Lafitte
Frozen Hoods, Mr. Paul Poon who has been
in violaliqn several times of repacking'
processed, foreign shrimp in domestic
poxes. jHe was basicaily run out of Lafitte,
n6w h'sin Lafitte in Saint Bernard Parish
doing' the same thing and I don't think it's a,
it's a good deal for the State of Louisiana for
tl}'lis Board or the commercial fishermen or
anybody in here to have somebody like that
represent our industry and the fishermen of
the state of Louisiana. Thank you.

Secretary Melancon: Mister, Mr.
Chairman?

Chairman Yakupzack: Secretary Melancon,

Secretary Melancon: I've had reports of,
such comments would be made this week
and I made several calls around to people to
ask about what was being alleged. [ found
that it seems that the, the accusations came
from a, one source, the industry has been
bifurcated or worse over the years. Unless
somebody brings some documents that are
notarized to attest to what the accusations
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are I, I'l] have to just say that I did not get a
bad report. 1did find out from one shrimp
processor and their competitor that Mr.,
Samanie’s company was one of the largest
shrimp processors in the state of Louisiana,
if not on the Gulf Coast, was heavily
involved in, dollar wise, in funding the anti
dumping suits in the years past. it kinda, [
guess the question that I, that it puts in my
mind is how would a person who's putting
money to defend importation, against im,
illegal importations or why would it be
putting money into defending themselves if
they're doing the opposite? But I, I think
that, it's, it's a sad day that, this kind of
thing comes to the Commission but at the
same time, if there's documentation, I think
that needs to be presented and Mr. Samanie
at some point in time will be able to,, have a
clear, clear, clear chance at serving if/il's just
alleged rumors. Thank you.

Commissioner Samanie: Thank you, Mr.
Melancon.

Chairman Yakupzack: the final car}d that I
have here, unless, I, Mr! :Blanchard appears
to be gone, 1 don't see him in the crowd the
final card T'have lSJROIl Mr. 'Rona]d Coco
from Moreauville, Louisiana with regard to
Sprmg, Sprmg Bayou wildlife Managerment
Area — l

Mr. Ronald Coco; Yeah. Secretary,
Commissioners.

Chairman Yakupzack: You got'3 minutes.
You're the last one.

Mr. Ronald Coco: I'm going to cut it short,
I'm going to cut it short. Spring Bayou has
a team of, Spring Bayou Restoration Team
that was formed in 2007. None of ya'll was
on the Commission at that time. Thisisa
varied group of people that get involved and
they're very involved in Spring Bayou.

When Spring Bayou was going' down after
the high water of '73 they got involved with
it. First then they came Wildlife and Fish,
they wanted to do draw downs. They were
actually organized as a group of citizens
against the draw down program. They came
over here and challenged Wildlife and
Fisheries to put grass carp. They worked
with them, they still got denied, and they
kept comin!iback until grass carps were
finally ‘pﬁfjkm?b Spring Bayou. At the
present date over 60,000 grass carps have
been put m]S ring Bayou. The sprayin' has
con{mually éone and it has actually opened
up the whole complex. There's 12, over
12,000 acres of land; over 40 percent in the
summertime is usually;water. In the
intertime spnng it's Lc{'u lly more. The
problem now is alllgators 1 People are
fishin' in there. In the last 3 tﬂ‘/ears the area
has degeloped a lot. Years ago there was at
least 25 bass, tournaments on the lake, on the
hole compiex It went down to one. The
National Guarﬂ was the only one that's
s{ayed wﬁh Sprmg Bayou. This year we
went up to six tournaments. The fishin' was
excellent in there, people were fishin' bass,
brim, the Wildlife and Fisheries have
actually stocked it with bass and brim also.
But the problem is now the alligator
population has spread all over this thing.
People are going' fishing', if you're going to
cast your line out there you better draw it in
quick if you got a fish on the end of it
because it won't get back to your boat. Just
like you do with the alligators nowadays,
these alligators are friendly. They'll come
up right against the boat and stay there. |
think at the present time, how many times
you been, how many times you get them?
Probably a hundred tags. People open frog
season and go out there, they stop their
boats, wait a few minutes, turn the light on,
they count as many as 40 to 50 alligators in
one little search, so it's very over populated.
And they would like to see if the Wildlife
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and Fisheries could go in there and even
make an estimate. They did call and told
‘'me that no surveys had ever been made in
the area, all surveys are made down south.
So this doesn't have nothing' to do with the
coast, this has to do with Central Louisiana
and they would like to see if the season
could be extended or give more tags out.
Actually by the first week of the season
people are limited out over there. That's
how big the population is. Now these
people will be coming to the meeting. I was
asked — They had a meeting last night and [
was asked to come and bring this before
ya'll. They will be coming' and, they are a
determined group of people, they're not
going to give up. So I mean the season's
over with right now, it's something' to start
thinking' about, something' needs to be done
with this, population of alligators in'this
area. And so I mean ya'll got plenty ofitime
to think about it and it'll be coming’, like 1
said, they'll be coming' over here and
coming' before the Commission'to talk more
about it.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you. Mr. —

Mr. Ronald Goco: And, and anollLer thing,
Johnathan brought up was the chronic
chronic waste disease, we warking' tg have a
meeting' in'Avoyelles Parish atithe Ag
Building on Highway 1. And wejwork with
LSU and the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries and any other. people thal want to
get involved in it. There was oné held in
Alexandria but it was held like 2:00 in the
afternoon, people couldn't attend. So this
one will be scheduled for a nighttime
meeting. And it'll be targeted for Central
Louisiana people to come in so to tell the
people more about the diseases and hog
control and everything also. And I will be
letting you know and tell everyone about it
and if ya'll want to come to it ya'll more than
welcome to come to it, also.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you, Mr.,
Coco, I think Commissioner Courville has —

Commissioner Courville: Mr. Chairman, uh

Chairman Yakupzack: — more questions,

Commissioner Courville: — I might weigh
in on your, alligator, request, have you made
a formal request of the department for a, a, a
consideration —

Mr./Ronald Cocoa: They called —-
Mr. Ronaid Cocoa:  for an alligator —
Mr. Ronald Cocoa: several people, they

were transferred back and forth to several
different people in Wildlife and Fisheries.

Commissioner Courville: Let me, let me

ma.ke a suggestion, obviously you've got

staff hiere tha can do a fine job of it as well
i

but I wouldﬂ so tag allocations occurring

currently —

l\fr. Ronald Cocoa: Mm hmm.

Commissioner Courville: so if you have a
desire to increase your tag allocation in that
region it needs to be done now.

Mr. Ronald Cocoa: Now? Okay.
Commissioner Courville: I would
recommend that if you, have a chance to
maybe visit with Mr. Edmond Mouton —

Mr. Ronald Cocoa: Yeah.

Commissioner Courville: and then he can
direct you —

Mr. Ronald Cocoa: We did, we did talk to
Mr. Mouton.
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Commissioner Courville: He's in New
Iberia but, if you wait till August, the
August Commission meeting you, you
might be a little bit behind schedule so, uh —

Mr. Ronald Cocoa: They're waiting' for me
to call them back to give them some kind of
a response because, I mean they rang me
twice since I've been here.

Commissioner Courville: I would, I would
recommend that you make a move on it
now.

Mr. Ronald Cocoa: Okay, I'll get with them
on that.

Commissioner Courville: Because August
will probably be too late because —

Mr. Ronald Cocoa:  Okay.

Commissioner Courville;| 'thosetags will
have already been allocated and'assigned
and it's a, it can be a challenge.

Mr. Ronald (llrocua: They, the st'ﬁted a L
kayak progr in'the ?hing, they have, one,
it goes/up to 15 mile kayaktrips on Ehe, on
the wholg complex. Whenithey first started
people were going' in, kids were, going'in
and now the people are pulling’ out, it's too
many alligators in the complex.

Commissioner Courville: One,’ one —

Mr. Ronald Cocoa: They don't want to
bring their kids up in there with the
alligators, with the size of the alligators they
got up in there,

Commissioner Courville: One thing I do
want to comment on and applaud the
department, for their response in a lot of, in
an increase in alligator, nuisance calls if

you will based on some, you know, obvious,
the obvious activities that have occurred in
the news. Fortunately, for Louisianans
we've learned how to sort of adapt and live —
Because we live in the midst of a lot of
alligator habitat and there's a lot of folks that
are making' a lot of, knee jerk type
reactions. They see one and, and they, they
all of a sudden are fearing’ for their lives.
The department has done a, an excellent job
and if I'm/not’mistaken recently put out a
press release on how to deal with alligator
encounters.

That said, and,I'm not saying' I'm
advocating for'oragainst it, but, a
re-evaluation of, ofjthe alligator population
in the Spring Bayou'area would probably be
appropriate, Um —

Mr. Ronald Cocoa: Well, well that's what

they wanted. If they could have somebody
come in there and make an estimate of the

alligators and|study —

(Commissioner .Courville: And -

Mr. Ronald Cocoa: study the situation and
see what the problem is.

Commissioner Courville: And, and it may
or may not result in an increase —

Mr. Ronald Cocoa: Yeah.

Commissioner Courville: in tag allocation
but what [ would hope the department would
not do, and I've got the utmost confidence
that they won't do it, is have a, a knee jerk
type reaction, and have these incredible tag
increases, the alligator recovery is a success
story. Are there some nuisance ones?
Absolutely. Or some inappropriate
behaviors by individuals, almost taming
them? Absolutely that happens. So we've
got to find that balance. But at a minimum
I have the utmost confidence that the
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department's staff will do a fair assessment
and it may or may not result in a tag
increase.

Mr. Ronald Cocoa: But they just, they just,
uh -

Commissioner Courville:  But you need to
do it now.

Mr. Ronald Cocoa: Well they just harvested
one or killed one, 11-1/2 foot in a man's
front yard.

Commissioner Courville: There is a good
nuisance program in addition to —

Mr. Ronald Cocoa: Yeah.

Commissioner Courville: to potential
increase in tag allocation. So, like I said, T
think the department has the tools to address
safety concerns of, of human life. But it, it,
it, if you're going to make a move, you need
to do it now. l

Mr. Ronald Cocoa: It has tc be now because
August is coming',up.

Commissioner Courvillef‘ You, you're
going t0, you won't have time if you wait till
the August=

Mr. Ronald Cocoa:|)I know.

Mr. Ronald Cocoa: Commission,

Mr. Ronald Cocoa: [ mean ~

Mr. Ronald Cocoa: I, I would do it now.

Mr. Ronald Cocoa: Okay. All right. Thank
you,

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you, Mr. Co,
Coco. Any further comment? With that I'll
take a motion to adjourn.

Captain Samanie: So moved.

Chairman Yakupzack: Motion moved by
Captain Samanie.
Commissioner Sunseri: Seconded.

Chairman Yakupzack: Meeting adjourned.
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CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Yakupzack: Good morning. Call to
order this August 4, 2016, Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
Meeting. Will you please join me in the
Pledge?

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the
United States of America, and to the
republic for which it stands. One nation,
under God, indivisible, with liberty and
justice for all.

Ms. Brogdon, will you please cal H}e
roll?

Ms. Brogdon: Bart Yakupzack.

Chairman Yakupzack: H‘eré,

Ms. Brogdon: Chad Qourville.

Commissioner Courville: ‘Here.

Ms, Brogdon: || Bill’Hogan.

Commissioner Hogan: I}-Iere.

Ms. Brogdon: Pat Manuel.

Commissioner, Irlanuelz Here.

Ms. Brogdon: Bobby Samanie.

Commissioner Samanig: | Here.

Ms. Brogdon: Jerri Smitko.

Commissioner Smitko: Here.

Ms. Brogdon: Al Sunseri.

Commissioner Sunseri: Here.

Ms. Brogdon: Mr. Chairman, there are 7

commissioners in attendance. We have

a quorum, Secretary Melancon is also
present today.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you. Agenda
Item No. 4: Approval of the July 7,
2016 Commission Meeting Minutes.'

Commissioner Courville: Mr. Chairman, |
looked at them, It looks like it might be
missing some of the supporting
presentations that were in there so
maybe we, can pass on these today and
consider them,at next month's meeting if
it would be ok todo that.

(Eolmmissioner Manuel: Mr. GQhairman, can 1 ask
a question or do I have to wait until next
meeting?

hairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Manuel.

%ommissioner Manuel: There's some stuff on
that CWD in here, I think, that's
backwards. 1 wasn't here at the meeting
but I listened and watched y'all. 1 got
some questions. Should I just wait until
your presentation, John?

Chairman Yakupzack: On that issue?

Commissioner Manuel: Yeah.

Chairman Yakupzack: 1 think that would be
appropriate. We'll ask Ms. Brogdon to
check those minutes on that matter
before they're called for approval in
September.

Commissioner Manuel: Ok,

! Attached hereto and made a part hereof for
reference and for all other purposes as Exhibit |
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Chairman Yakupzack: If that's the pleasure of

All:

this Commission? So, we'll take
action. We have a motion by
Commissioner Courville to pass the
minutes for consideration in September
upon completion. And a second by
Captain Samani. Any public
comment? All those in favor?

Yea.

Chairman Yakupzack: Any opposed? Hearing

no opposition, motion passes. Agenda
Item No. 5: Commission Special
Announcements and Personal
Privilege. I'd like to turn the floor.over
to Secretary Melancon to introduce a

new commissioner.

Secretary Melancon:  Thank y})u, Mr.

Chairman. It's an honor, l'd|like to
extend on behalf of the Wildlife and
Fisheries ‘Agency of Louisiana &
welcome to Jerri Smitko from|Houma,
Louisiana. Jerri is an attorney and)the
owner, of Smitko Law, APLC in
Houma. She is a graduate of'Nichols
University and]’l’lulane Law School. She
has one son, Maxwell;;;Among the
many positions held since graduating
Tulane Law in 1986, Ms. Smitko is
Chair of the Louisiana Indigent Defense
Assistance Board from 2006 to 2009,
was on the Board of Directors for the

Terrebonne Parish Indigent Defenders

Office from 2000 to 2006 and on the
Board of Commissioners for the
Terrebonne General Hospital Service
District No. 1 from 1997 to 2009. Ms.
Smitko has been a commercial
fisherman for over ten years and owns
her/own shrimp boat. She was also
special legal counsel to Terrebonne
Parish Consolidated Government from
1992 ta| 1998, Assistant Parish Attorney
for the same body from 1988 to

1992. Ms, Smitﬁo is a member of the
American Bar Assoc]:iiation, Louisiana
and Terrebonne Parish Bar Associations,
the Association of Trial Lawyers of
America. She served in the Louisiana
110\ y National Guard, in the U.S. Army
Reserves until her honorable discharge
in 1985, Welcome aboard, Ms. Smitko.

Commissioner Smitko: Thank you.

Secretary Melancon:  Mr. Chairman, [ don't

have my Agenda. Do we have anything
about The Conservationist on the
Agenda?

Chairman Yakupzack: No.
Secretary Melancon:  Alright. This will be

another portion. I would like to
announce today to the Commission and
to the people of the State of Louisiana
that we at the agency have made a
conscience decision that it was time for

The Louisiana Conservationist to return
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to the people of the State. Those of you
that are my age and some younger and
older will remember this great magazine
and the contents of such. It not only
promotes the things that we as an
agency do, but it promotes the industries
that we oversee and it allows for, will
allow for, people, biologists, people that
are doctors and masters that need to
publish in a place that possibly help
them and to share the information better
or as much as possible with the people
of the state of Louisiana. This will be
passed around for you to take a
look. This is the cover that is proposed
and I'd like to thank the technical staff’
that is here at the Dgpamﬁent for the
great job and work that they are doing to
help us get this thing off the ground. I'm
excited about.it. 1 grew upireading iFIie
‘énservationist from front to back as a
kid'};Some of the stuﬁj that the scientists
put I'didn't understand, but that's ok.'I
knew it was something in times |
gleaned information where I may not
have fully understood. I'n‘:‘excited
about it. 1 have yet to talk to anybody
that was familiar with The
Conservationist that wasn't excited or
isn't excited about it. We're going to
try. Our plans for The Conservationist

are to print 5,000 copies, get those out to

the public libraries and the schools in
the state for starters. Then we'll work
on circulation and making sure that
people of the state of Louisiana, the
licensed hunters, the sportsmen,
whoever get their Louisiana
Conservationist. So with that,
gentlemen, | hope that as members of
he, Commission at this time in history
that this would be one of the things that
you will be rémembered for doing, for
resurrecting, bringing back something
that's an icon. Not'oply within the state
but outside of the state of Louisiana.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Manuel

Commissioner I}/lanuel: Do we need a motion to
approve that? Because I think it's a
good'idea. I've been hearing it quite a
bit.

Chairman Yakupzack: If you would like to do
a motion that says

Commissioner Manuel: We could do a
resolution. Whereas, we support
bringing back The Louisiana
Conservationist magazine. | move.

Chairman Yakupzack: A motion by
Commissioner Manuel to issue a
Resclution of support of this
Department and working towards
bringing back The Louisiana
Conservationist publication. Do I have

a second?
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Commissioner Hogan: Second.

Chairman Yakupzack: Second by
Commissioner Hogan. Any public
comment? All those in favor?

All:  Yea.

Ms. Brogdon: {Audio Inaudible}

Chairman Yakupzack: [ believe we will. |
mean, it'd be silly of us not to ask the
Chief his way.

Chairman Yakupzack: Any opposed? Hearing
no opposition, motion carries. Secretary
Melancon, do you have additional items
for personal privilege?

Secretary Melancon:  Yes, sir, Mr.

Chairman. Thank you so much. T
would like to say I made clear in the
first statement this/Department issued
relative to management of red snapper,
to remind those whohave had the
oppartunity }:o review th$i tatemen[ and
read'in part. The Department's goal is to
begin a collaborative dialogue with our
State'and Federal partners, o find a
durable solution to these issues
concerning management of the red
snapper resourceg forithe ]?ublic

good. Concurrently I'd'directed the
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries staff to develop a
comprehensive plan to test how we can
use new technology and the best

available science to provide our anglers

with more access to red snapper. In
addition, as I've stated before, the
Department is already working through
the Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council to set up a new
management system for our private
anglers, one that will give Louisiana the
power to manage our fishery as we see
best} Once this plan is fully developed,
I plan'on’hosting a meeting which
involves all interested stake holders to
discuss in proprietary input on the items
included in this pla;)/Again, my hope is
for these stake holders to reach some
?rt of compromised position, that we
can all go forward together with and
finally Lr‘ing to an end this long and
protracted fight. I also ask for the
Commission's support and cooperation
with this undertaking, as well. Finally, [
encourage all Commission members to
attend the meeting of the Gulf Council
so that you may have a better
understanding of that
process. Fortunately the next Gulf
Council meeting will be held in New
Orleans August 15 - 18 at the Astor
Crowne Plaza Hotel. Assoonasa
specific agenda is published, [ will pass
it along to you. While I understand your
scheduies may not allow to attend the

entire time, my experience is that
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Wednesday and Thursday are the most
substantive days where the public
comment is ailowed and the policy
issues are thoroughly discussed. Should
any of you need accommodations in
New Orleans to attend the Council
Meeting, please contact Amy in my
office and the Department will take care
of this for you. Again | would like to
thank the Chairman for this opportunity
to address you this morning and I look
forward to working with the
Commission going forward on all issues
that affect this Department. The red
snapper issue is obviously a very
contentious and complex issue. I wan
to begin by remindit%g ev‘eryone how
blessed we are to have such Eincredible
natural resource. Il is our duty'to protect
that res?urce‘ for the next

generation. Along with the B 'Xate
recreational fishery thatihas a significant
economic impact on the slate, we are
also fortunate to have a multi:miilion
dollar restaurant industry where world
class seafood is served. every day, thanks
to our hard working commercial
fisherman. Finally we are blessed to
have a charter for hire fleet in Louisiana
who provide an invaluable opportunity
for those who otherwise lack the

financial resources to enjoy the benefits
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of our natural resource. While the
regional management system may be
working for the commercial and charter
for hire sector, it is badly failing our
private recreational fisherman. A 9 day
federal season is punitive and
unacceptable. 1 think the Department of
ildlife and Fisheries can do better,
c nfrary to inaccurate assertions made
by some in the media. Let me be
clear. I amand I will remain in favor of
state management of the private
recreational fishery., This is why we are
currently moving forward at the Gulf
Gouncil to provide state management for
the private recreational fishery, Asl
mentioned earlier, this is an extremely
complex issue and with the number of
technical and procedural questions from
members from this Commission, it is my
intent to set up an educational
symposium for the Commission
members and bring in those individuals
who know the most about the issues and
hold a one or two day educational
symposium on red snapper
management. This would be extremely
beneficial to all members of the
Commission. Not just the new
members. While we do hold a new
Commission member orientation to

discuss the business operations of the
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Department and the Commission, [
believe we need a more focused
educational symposium on red snapper
specific. 1ask the Commission's
support and cooperation towards this
endeavor. With that, Mr. Chairman, I'm
finished.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you, Secretary
Melancon. Any additional personal
privilege or special announcements by
Commissioners?

Commissioner Manuel: Mr, Chairman?

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Manuel.

Commissioner Manuel: 1 got a questioqi I get
emails directly to me from a guy, Toby
Gascon. Is that how you say it?

Secretary Melancon:  Yeah,

Commissioner Manuel:) What's the deal? Give
me the backgrouncﬂ Is he Special
Assistant to/the Secrelary of is he 'an
Assistant Secrctary?.

Secretary Melancon: Toby:isa Special
Assistant,to me. | broughtToby in
when the auditors and the Inspector
General showed up because o’f the
demands for information that were
going to need to be provided as we went
through the process of the, not the
internal, but the external audits that were
going on. The audits are finished but
there's some other items that the

Inspector General is pursuing. Toby's

charge when he first got here was to do
that.

Commissioner Manuel: But he will continue
on?

Secretary Melancon:  Yes, sir,

Commissioner Manuel: I've never met him. [
don't l}_now if any other members of the
Commission have. I'd like to see who
he.is/at some point.

Secretary Melancon:  Toby, would you stand
up? [ assumehe's in here, He went
upstairs? Ok.

Cbmmiss_‘i(])ner Manuel: Ok. Good deal. I'd just
like to know who he is.

Secretarg !\/Ielancon: Toby works, my first
experience - there's Toby. Toby, Mr.
Manuel'says -

Commissioner Manuel: There's the ghost.

Secretary Melancon: I want to introduce
y'all, This is Toby Gascon.

Commissioner Manuel: Alright. We know him
now.

Secretary Melancon: | was a State
Representative from District 60 which
included Iberville, West Baton Rouge
and Assumption Parishes and a portion
of Ascension Parish back in the 80's. [
got to know Toby's father back in those
days and his brother and his
family. Toby then became, for me more
with the sugar industry as Toby worked

on fishery issues, we worked on fishery
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issues for Congressman Billy Tauzin
during the tenure when he was a
Democrat and a Republican. Toby
worked in the fisheries industry for
several years, working for the
Menhaden Industry. Then the last
several years working as an assistant to
Senator Norby Chabert in the State

Senate.

Commissioner Manuel: I was just trying to find

out. I hadn't met him then I see
emails. He sends us emails. I thought
he was a ghost. But [ understand he's

not a ghost now.

Secretary Melancon: ~ That was my aliasi Mr.

Manuel.,

i
Commissioner Manuel: Th%tt'g it /for,me.

Chairman Yakupzack:| Ok. Any other

Commission Special Announcements,
Personal Pri]rilege? Thank

))éu. Moving 01]1, Agenda'liem No.

J:. o Hear Enforcement Reporls] for
July,'2016. Captain Skena., Welcome!

Captain Skena: Morning, Mr, Chairman.

Members of the,Commission!| For the
month of July, we'had 27 boating
incidents, 22 with injury, 5 fatalities. A
case report, we had 879 written
citations, 520 written warnings and 27
public assists. Inside your folder there
are several news releases for some

noteworthy cases that were made last
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month. Here are a synopsis of those
cases. Enforcement agents received a
complaint about closed season
shrimping near Caillou Boca in
Terrebonne Parish. Agents responded
and cited two subjects for using
ski:h%qer nets during the closed season.
1,]711 pounds of shrimp were seized and
sol& at the dock. While escorting the
vessel'and the subjects back to the dock,
the agents observed another vessel
without navigation lights. When the
agents made contact/with this vessel,
hey observed three subjects with what
ppeared to be stolen items. The items
wereweriﬁed as stolen through the
Terrebonne Parish Sheriff's Office and
the subjects were arrested. Additionally
the operator was cited for several
boating safety violations as well as
outstanding warrants. Two St. Bernard
Parish residents were cited for taking
oysters from a polluted area, unlawfully
taking oysters off of a private lease and
failing to have written permission. One
of the subjects was also cited for a log
book violation. Agents were responding
to complaints about fisherman taking
oysters in polluted areas in several
locations around St. Bernard Parish
when they observed the subjects actively

dredging for oysters in a polluted area.
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The illegally taken oysters were returned
to the water. Agents seized the dredge
and the vessel was seized on a
Department seizure order. If convicted,
the subjects could have their oyster
harvester license revoked for up to one
year, required to perform 40 hours of
community service and only allowed to
harvest oysters from a vessel equipped
with a vessel monitoring device for up
to one year. Responding to complaints
to illegal shrimping in Bayou Little
Caillou in Terrebonne Parish, agents
cited 2 subjects for taking commercial
fish without a commercial license,
failing to comply with bait dealer permit
regulations and using Sllimmers ina
closed season. |Another subjecl: was
cited in connection with this
investigati?n for allowing an/unlicensed
fis!herman to use a;vessel license and
gear license and failing to comply/with
bait dealer permit regulations. Durin_’g
the stop the subjects produced a bait
dealer permit,'commercial gear license
and a vessel licensL bel’ongling to
another fisherman. Neither subject was
able to provide the required commercial
fishing license. Agents found that the
subjects were well over the allotted two
galions of dead shrimp allowed to be

possessed by a live bait vessel. Agents

seized and sold 628 pounds of shrimp.
If convicted, each subject faces 40 hours
of community service, criminal fines,
possible incarceration, forfeiture of
seized assets, one year of license
revocation and only allowed to harvest
shrimp from a vessel equipment with a
\‘ressel monitoring system. This

C n%ludes the Enforcement Report,
unless1 lhelie are any questions.

Chairman Yakupzacié Any questions for
Captain Skena?

Audience Member: Can asK'a question?

Chairman Yakupzack: Sure. Will you come up
and state your name for the minutes,
please?

Roxanne Sevin:iRoxanne Sevin. I'm the owner
of RCP Seafood in Cocodrie and I'm
owner of a live bait permit for probably
the last 30, 35 years. I've just
remembered about the monitoring
system. As of three years ago we, I,
myself and my brother, has a license and
we had to put a monitoring system on
the live bait boat to actually catch bait at
night. So I'm just wondering if maybe
somebody can let me know if there's,
what is the law pertaining to the
monitoring system. And I know this
particular vessel he's talking about didn't
have one and they were catching the bait

at night.
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Chairman Yakupzack: [ see Mr, Martin come
up. I'll let him address your question.

Col. Martin; I can answer it.

Chairman Yakupzack: Ok.

Col. Martin:  The VMS requirement is still
there if you're going to know what's;
With a bait permit, if you're going to do
it during daytime hours you are not
required to have VMS, but anytime you
are going to operate at night they still
required to have VMS. The vessel that
we caught in this particular case, they
have gotten with the District Attorney's
office and they have added that
additional charge for them not having
the VMS on that particular vessel.

Roxanne Sevin: Ok. 1 just v}r@ntéd to be sure
because it's cosl us $3,500 ph!s the $60
a month that we pay for it. So/ljust
want to be'sure. Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: }Hhank you I}/ls.’Sevin.

Chairman }]’akupzack: Agenda ltem No. 7 To
Recognize the National Archery and
Schools Program National and World
Champions, Mi’. Robert Strode.

Robert Strode; Thank you Mr Chairman,
members of the Commission, Mr.
Secretary. Thank you for allowing me
some time this morning. Real quickly, |
want to run through a few things. |
know we have several new commission

members since the last time that I spoke

to many of you about a year ago at this
same time. Real quickly for those of
you in the public, as well as commission
members, that aren't aware we run our
Archery in Louisiana Schools Program
here, which is a portion of the National
Archery in the Schools Program. It'sa
program that introduces students in
grades 4-12 an international target style
archery: [This is taught as part of their
in-school curriculum, which means they
are getting it narmally, as part of their
E class. So instead oigoing and
playing dodge ball or basketball, they
are going in and learning how to shoot
targei archery as part of their school
day. This program has been a great
success, not only nationwide, but also
here in Louisiana. A big part of its
success is that it is safe and fun and our
administrators and our parents and our
coaches love it because it teaches our
students focus and discipline and helps
build self-confidence. All those are
attributes that we encourage in our
youth today. I just want to real quick
look at some numbers because although
this program is here and pretty prevalent
in the state there's a ot of numbers that
people don't realize just how big this
program is. The national archery in the

schools program has 47 states in the
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United States, as well as 8 Canadian
Provinces, 4 African Countries, as well
as Australia, New Zealand, Mongolia
and the U.K. are now involved in the
Program. So it's even extended beyond
the borders of North American to
involve several other countries with
more coming on board each

year. Currently in the U.S., there are
over 14,400 schools that are
participating in this program, which
sounds like a lot of schools but what you
don't realize is that is less than 10% of
the schools in the U.S. So that's r}{aglliy
when you look at the next statistic, tha
tells you about the number of students
that we can impact  Currently, this pasl
year 2.4 million students receb{ed the
archery in the schools,program’ 'As a
comparison:you can see those nexét\ﬁ?
numbers. Last year 2.4 milli‘?n youth
were in Boy Scouts asiwell as 2.4
million/in Little League Baseball, so this
program really is on a grand scale. It's
not a small program. Currently here in
the state of Louisiana, we have 164 of
what we consider actgve schools
teaching the program which equates to
just about 20,000 students here in the
state of Louisiana receiving this
curriculum. Each year we are able to

provide schools with assistance to get
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the program started as funding is often
the biggest hurdle. We are able to give
out 20 equipment grants each year to
these schools who need a little bit of
help to get the program there, So far
over the past 3 years we've distributed
51, total of these grants which is an
estimated $88,400.00 of equipment that
we/are assisting these schools to

get. The way these grants work is
basically we provide half of the
equipment and they are required to
chme up with the money to provide the
other half. Therefore the school has a
buy-in and we're not just giving them
equipment without them having some
investment in the program. Couple of
photos, these are a couple of schools
that received equipment this past

year. And there's many more out there
like these schools. They range from
rural schools with K-12 to schools that
are in large urban populations that are
elementary, middle school or high
school level. In order to run this
program in the state, we train what we
call basic archery instructors who go
through an 8 hour

certification. Currently we have 840
certified based archery instructors here
in the state of Louisiana, with 120 of

those being certified already this year in

Page 10



August 4, 2016

2016. In comparison, last year we
certified 169. We'll easily surpass that
number this year. Our program is in a
state of very strong growth. Last year
we were awarded as the top gain in
percentage of the number of schools in
the U.S. This year we were third in the
U.S. behind New Mexico and lowa in
the greatest percentage of growth. Each
year the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries hosts 3 tournaments. These
are sanctioned NASP tournaments and
they allow students to qualify to go to
the national and the world

tournament. This past year we had 584
participants at our South Regional, that'
held in Alexandria, am} 15:1{0 at our North
Regional, that's held in

Shreveport. Those|statistics show that
we are growing in all ca{egones as far as
individual parlici'pants as well as
schools, with a respectiﬁe of 22 s!chools
at each regional, which isiright at what
we want. 'We want an even|distribution
of those schools.)| Anothet thing that we
can highlight on thi<|slide is really the
gender participation. It}’he great thing
about archery and what's so many
schools and school administrators like
about it is it’s not a male sport, it’s not a
female sport. It's a pretty close divide of

both male and female students that are
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participating in this program. At our
2016 State Tournament, which was held
in Alexandria this past year, we had 822
participants. Again the breakdown of
male and female you can see is a little
bit more segregated towards the males
but/it’s pretty close there in the center,
and e had 37 schools attend that
tou%‘nament. This year was our first year
we add:=d.a 3-D element to the State
Toumam&nl which was a big deal. This
is getting kids that:had just been
él‘lﬂégiing at bulls-eve }argets in their PE
classes, now they are shooting at 3-D
animal targets. This is a secondary
porti(in f the NASP Program that was
introduced by IBO, International Bow-
hun{ers Organization. We think it’s a
great way to help students make that
transition from target archery to getting
out there and hopefully either becoming
3-D shooters or, more than likely a lot of
them transitioning in to bow-hunting or
hunting in general. Two hundred
eighty-one of those same participants
that participated in the bulls eye shot in
our 3-D, and this is just a photo of how
that 3-D tournament so you can see that
they're shooting realistic 3-D animal
targets. It is still indoors and it uses all
the same protocols for safety as the bulls

eye portion does. Since inception of this
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program we've been working to build
the ability to give away scholarships to
these great young athletes who are
participating. This year we were able to
bump that scholarship level. This year
at state tournament we gave away
$17,500.00 of scholarships and some of
those scholarship recipients are going to
be here today and we'll be introducing
them. The top 3 male and female
shooters in bulls-eye each received a
scholarship. These are cash
scholarships that are donated by
sponsors of the program. These are
outside organizations that see the benefit
of what this program does for our youth
and they're donating those funds to give
back to the students. We also gave
away $2,500.00 onithie 3-D side which
was great taibe able to c}o e,ﬁlrstEB-ED
tournament and already be giving away
scholarship money. ‘Both the top male
and female each received {he $1,250.00
scholarship. ' Here is some of our
scholarship winners. Againsome of
those you're going'tosee }lere in person
today. And some additional award
winners from our State

Tournament. After completing the State
Tournament, teams and individuals can
qualify to then move on to the National
Tournament. The NASP National
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Tournament is held each May in
Louisville, Kentucky. That tournament
the participation there also has
continued to grow. This year at the
National Tournament there was nearly
13,000 students who

partici'pated. Those students came from
41 states, as well as the District of
Columbia. They also host the 3-D
tournameént there with just under 3,500
students participating there. We senta
strong contingent'from here in Louisiana
to National Tournament. One hundred
ninety-eight of our students from 14
different schools in Louisiana took
students to the National

Tournament. One hundred ten of those
also/chose to participate in the 3-

D. After competing in Nationals,
students who qualify high enough may
continue on to the World

Tournament. This year the World
Tournament was held in Myrtle Beach,
South Carolina. Not a bad vacation,
either. We had 4135 as far as
participation for the bulls-eye
tournament at NASP and 1120 in 3-

D. Of those 103 participants from
Louisiana participated from 6 schools
and 75 in the 3-D from 5 different
schools. So what we're seeing is

Louisiana although our program is much
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smaller than a lot of states in the
Program, especially those surrounding
us, we travel well. And there's a reason
we travel well, we shoot well. These are
some photos from the National
Tournament of some hardware that our
students brought home. 1 get a lot of
questions we just had our coordinators
conference last week and I get a lot of
questions “What are they doing down
there in Louisiana? What's in the
water? What makes those kids so good
down there?” And those are all
questions that I can't answer. Those|are
questions for the coaches and for the
kids. But ! can tell you that these
students are very dedica{ed for what
they are doing. El'hey take a Iotiof time,
a lot of time that a'lotiof other Kids are
spending playing video|games or
hanging out with their friends or texting
or playing Pokemon'Go., And they.are
out there with a bow and arrow, honing
their skills! 'We not only have teams that
are placing at our: National
Tournaments, but we also have
individuals that are scoring very

high, Our National Tournament, Benton
Middle School were National
Champions in the Bulls-Eye. This is the
first time that we've ever had a National

Champion from the State of
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Louisiana. We've had World
Champions before but this is the first
time for Nationals, Benton Elementary
brought home a National Championship
in the 3-D Element. We also had two
individual award winners at the National
T Lirn,qment, Madeline Lowry and Eden
Oll'd. They placed second and third
place; respectively, in the Elementary
Division of 3-D. Worlds Tournament,
we brougﬂt home even more

hardware. AndIsay we as

them. We've got Benton Middle School
who are the World Champions in Bulls-
Eye and 3-D, in both categories they
were World Champions in the Middle
School Division. Second Place, Benton
Elementary in 3-D and Third Place,
Kingston Elementary. Which is pretty
amazing this is their first year in the
Program and they're already bringing
home awards at the World

Tournament. We also had 4 individuals
that received awards, individual awards
at the World Tournament. Miss Emma
Bunch is the World Champion Middle
School at 3-D. Kaitlyn Misenheimer,
Third Place Middle School 3-D. Aidan
Haire, Third Place Middle School 3-D,
and Kennedy Halsel from Kingston
Elementary, Fourth Place in Elementary
for 3-D. So out of those kids that we're

Page 13



August 4, 2016

sending we see that they're bringing
home a good chunk of that hardware. |
got some more photos to drive that point
home. I want to take some time, we've
got some of those students and their
coaches here today. I'd like to bring
them up and give them the recognition
that they deserve. Like I said, they
spend a lot of time when a lot of other
kids aren't worried about being
disciplined and being focused. And this
is just a small portion today of this
20,000 students here in Louisiana that
are getting the benefits of archery
through this program. We really want to
make sure that they are able to continue
their growth, notonly as archers but as
the youth of our next generation. That
they can continue to develop these skills
and,work onthose. If 1\bould, I'd ask
these individuals to.come up!'f.they are
present here, Miss%lvladeline quil;y she
is here. |/And Eden Old.'Miss Eden. We
got each of the students receiving a cup
that has laser engraved the year of their
accomplishment and what their
accomplishment was. 'As you can see,
she's got a stack of medals on, These
kids have so many awards, so many
trophies and so many medals that we
wanted to give them something that they

can use every day. So we hope that
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they'll take this with them and have it as
a reminder of their
accomplishments. So we just wanted to

say congratulations.

{Applause}

Miss Emma Bunch, I don't think she's
present today. Aidan Haire. Kaitlyn

Misenheimer. Is Miss Kennedy here?

{Mr. Strode; continues to call up students and

hand out laser engraved cups}

At this time I{also want to recognize
Benton Elementary as a team, as well as
Benfon Middle Schagl, All of you that
are here today, if you'll all come up. We
want to recognize those participants as a

team! /Come on up. Each of these

) . .
!schools will receive, as well as this

banner they can hang in their
gymnasium, a pretty long list of
accomplishments on that banner, they
also will receive a target that they can
use to help grow their program in their

school.

{Applause}

Chairman Yakupzack: Excuse me,

Robert. Before you all take your goods
and sit back down, since this is probably
one of the larger groups to come up, can
we get everybody to come up and I'll
ask Secretary Melancon, if you'll come
up. And the Commission if you don't

mind. Let's take a minute and all
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surround these wonderful kids and
document this incredibie program and
take a picture. If we can turn the lights
back on.

{All Commission Members, Secretary

Melancon, Students and Members of National

Archery Schools Program gather at the front of

the conference room for a group photo}

Robert Strode: And of course, it wouldn't be a
complete presentation if | hadn't forgot
someone. I skipped over Miss Abbie
Rutledge, if she'd come up. She placed
Fourth Middle School Girls at World.

{Applause}

Just in closing, | again want to thank the
Commission for allowing me some

time. [ really dothink that this program
and what it's cfoing for our youth is
really a great thing and 1 hope it
continues|ta)grow, \\!/e are/adding new
schools all the time|and I really want to
as/ anybody, members of the public,
members of the Commission, employees
of Wildlife/and Fisheries, if you know
of a school or'you have children or
grandchildren, nieces and/nephews who
you think that this program would be
really good for them, please reach out to
us and we will reach out to their

school. We would love to see that every
school in the state of Louisiana have this

program because some of the stories that

these coaches and these parents could
tell you about what this program has
done for their students, they'll make the
hair on the back of your neck stand up,
give you goose bumps and sometimes
bring you to tears. This program really
is something that I feel like we can do
not only to help us here as sportsmen, as
a wildlife agency, but also just as a
society that we can give our students
this opportunity to develop these life
skills, that confidence, that focus that's
really gonna help them for the rest of
their lives and throughout their careers
and their futures, whatever they go on to
do. Iq.ast thing, we've got some
tournament dates up there. All of our
tournaments are open to the public. We
would love to have any of you there,
whether you have students shooting or if
you'd just like to see it. We'll have two
Regionals and our State Tournament
again here in Louisiana as well as the
National and World

Tournament. Louisville, Kentucky and
Orlando, Florida. We have some
brochures on the back table, contact
information on the back. Please do not
hesitate to contact us. Again, thank you
Commissioners. Mr, Chairman and the

Commission,

Page 15



LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION DRAFT MEETING MINUTES

August 4, 2016

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you Robert. I'll necessary, Just a little background, this

take a second on behalf of the
Commission to commend you, the rest
of your team and especially the
administration for continued support of
this wonderful

program. Congratulations to you, as
well and again to all of you here today.
Agenda Item No. 8: To Consider a
Declaration of Emergency Setting the
2016 Fall Inshore Shrimp Season. Mr.
Jeff Marx.?

Jeff Marx: Thank you Mr. Chairman and

Commissioners for a little bit ofyour
time this morning. What we have for
you this morning is to consider the dates
for setting the fall shrimp season. So
basically the Declaration that )?ou have
in front of you will set the opening date
for the falliinshore shrimp;season. It
also/gives the authority to the Secretary
to delay or advance openings dates if
biological or technical data indicatethe
need to do so. it also allows closure of
inside waters to protect smail white
shrimp if enforcement problems
develop. And it also gives the Secretary
the authority to open any area, re-open
any closed area and to open and close

any special shrimp seasons that may be

is the 2015 shrimp landings. You can
see, we are in August. The majority of
harvest of shrimp from August to the
end of the year is primarily white
shrimp. This is just a breakdown of our
estiiary basins, basically, and we have
offices located in many of these places
hat go take samples basically
throughout all of this. And just a big
thanks to those guys. They go out and
get the samples for us. It's an important
joband it does not go
unappreciated. The landings by basin, if
you are working from west to east,
therefs‘ Calcasieu, Vermilion,
Alchafalaya have some small landings
oF“ﬁﬁte shrimp, The main bulk of
landings are in Terrebonne and Barataria
Basins. There's a little bit of landings
there in Mississippi and Pontchartrain,
as well. This is just a state wide glance
at all the sample shrimp that were taken
and measured through July 25th through
the 28th, that's when samples were
taken. So last week. The two
highlighted areas of course is a 50 count
highlight there and there is a basically a
hundred count shrimp highlight. So you
can see there is a good many that are
below, but what we are going to do is

breakdown each basin that goes towards

? Attached hereto and made a part hereof for
reference and for all other purposes as Exhibit 2
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this statewide graph and I'm going to
break it down by basin and sort of show
you where some of these cross over
dates are. If you look at the bottom so
the top graph is in the Pontchartrain
Basin, that is all the shrimp that were
sampled in that basin, you can see the
distribution of shrimp there. That's in
count per pound. The bottom slide
basically shows you the percentage of
the, there's two lines. There's a hundred
count line. That's tracking the
percentage of shrimp that are bigger
than a hundred count. Accordiq]g Pd
these samples taken last week so »Yﬁ
know how fast shrimp go so we project
it, we walk them forward(fhat growth
and then we can|/see basically‘!when they
crossed. The green line is a 50 ﬁercent,

that.'smlhere 50 percentis)) The redtliné

is 850 count sihtlimp ok. So }ve went to
Ithei Shrimp Task Force, their lasl!
meetinglin July. We requested some
input from them on what they, would
like to see. Generally we useya hundred
count during the spring’ Season. We also
use it in the fall because any shrimp,
white shrimp under a hundred count are
illegal to possess basically. If your
count is under a hundred, smaller than a

hundred count as a whole, with mostly

white shrimp you are not allowed to
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harvest those. So basically we are
looking at Pontchartrain. As of
Monday, they had 50 percent of their
shrimp were larger than one hundred
count. So that means half of them. That
doesn't mean they are averaging a
hundred count. That just means that
half of them are bigger than a hundred
count. If we look at the red line, that's
when \4& project that 50 percent will be
over 50 cg)un .or bigger than 50 count,
would be in the middle of the week of
Auguist the 15th, which would be 2

eeks from, a week and a half from

ow. So you're looking at the 50 count
line yould be August the 16th or

7th. Half of their shrimp will be bigger
than 50 count. Moving on to
Barataria. You can see Barataria as of
August 1st, walking these graphs
forward that their distribution of shrimp
is a little bit toward the bigger side. The
good thing that you do like to see, if you
look to the left of the graph on top is
some small ones, that means that we
have recruitment. You are gonna have
these waves of recruitment throughout
the fall til you start getting some hard
cold fronts that sort of halt that. But you
can see the bottom graph, they are
already at 75 percent or so above a

hundred count. Their 50 count line,
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their red line, they would be crossing it
probably today. That's again walking
those shrimp forward. We're talking
August the 4th or 5th when their 50
percent will be larger than 50

count. Terrebonne, same thing. We see
a little recruitment there at the back but
mainly they're already above the
hundred count line. They're 70 percent
larger than a hundred count. We're right
now, as of Monday the first, only 20
percent were above 50 count. But you
can see if we're walking those shrimp
forward you're getting basically a Cross-
over, when they cross-over that 50/ count
line will be August the 9th or 10th
probably when they vlv,ould cross the 50
count, 50 percen[ llarger than'50

count. Now we haye|a little, some water
quality iss?es, hings like that'|/A’lot of
rain/over towards the wes!. \Iferrnilion
has a big number of small shrimp,'you
can see through that graph.'a big

large. Theyhave a few shrimp that are
getting up in size but not a whole

lot. They're currentl%n as of Monday, at
30 percent over a hundred count. So
they're still small, They cross over
about the 19th of August, for a hundred
count, You can lock at the 50 count. If
you use the 50 count for them, may not

be until September if you wait that
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long. Same thing for Calcasieu. Big
numbers of smaller shrimp. They don't
cross over until actually the 27th, So 50
percent of their shrimp will be bigger
than a hundred count on the 22nd. Now
that doesn't mean there aren't any big
ones!} You can see that graph and do it
{owards the right, they do have some
that are 26/30, 21/25, But the majority
are smaller, new recruits. We always
like to have this graph to look at, as far
as when the tidal cycle falls. The
middle of the tidal'cycle before the full
moon is the 15*, That would be not
next Monday but the next, and the 22nd
is in bet]ween tidat cycles. Now looking
at the blue graphs and sort of putting it
into a percentage number. Looking at
these graphs by basin. If you look at the
Calcasieu Basin as of when these
samples were taken, only 38 percent
were larger than a hundred count. In
Calcasieu, 9 percent were bigger than 50
count. So you're talking about a pretty
small shrimp. That's last week numbers,
correct. Vermilion, same thing., 31
percent were larger than a hundred
count and 4 percent were above 50
count. Those are illegal. You can't
possess those shrimp. If you were to
take your trawl at that time, you'd be

illegal. You'd have a possible
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citation. In the Terrebonne Bay system,
71 percent are above a hundred count
and 21 percent are above 50 count. So
that was up, that was as of last week
when the samples were taken. Same
thing with Barataria, 76 percent larger
than a hundred count, 42 percent larger
than a 50 count. And then lastly
Pontchartrain, 53 percent were above a
hundred count, so they just made the
criteria, and 17 percent were above,
larger than 50 count. So taking all of
that in to consideration the
recommendation from us would be to
open the eastern part of the state, st?
from the Louisiana - Mississippi line,
westward to the A’cchafahaya River on
August 15th at|6:00 pm. ';'hen we
would open the western part of the state
from the 'Atchafalaya lever West\\!ard to
the Louisiana -T'exas line on'August
22nd, the following Monday, at 6:00
am. With that, I'll take any, questions
that you might have.

Chairman Yakupzack:| 'Any questions from

Commissioners for IYIr Marx? Ok.

Commissioner Samanie: Do you want to hear

public comments then we make

motions?

Chairman Yakupzack: Absolutely. I was about

to go there. As it’s become custom on

issues like the setting of shrimp season

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION DRAFT MEETING MINUTES

we like to hear from the public before a
motion is made. So at the request of
Captain Samanie, we will hear from the
public at this time. T have a few
comment cards of folks that would like
to speak. It's not an overwhelming
amount. So we'll limit the time. We'll
hoot for about 4 or 5 minutes each, if
necessary. 1'd like to ask you all to
focus your comments on this agenda
item and on the dates and how you feel
about setting mg‘.‘ dates. Keep your
comments focused on that at the
pleasure of the Commission. First up to
speak is Mr. Barry Rogers of
Terrebonne Parish. Mr. Rogers, come

up. State'your name and address.

Barry Rogers: Barry Rogers from Terrebonne

Parish. 223 Wimberly Way, Houma,
Louisiana. We totally agree with what
Jeff says on the dates and times. Totally
think it’s the appropriate thing to do
right now. I'd like to first, forgot, tell
Mr. Melancon, good

morning. Commission members, good
morning. Sorry about that. Totally
agree on it. Think it’s the appropriate
thing at this time and date and what's
going on right now. Totally agree on
it. Give thanks to Jeff and his crew for

what they do for us. Thank you.
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Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you Mr.

Rogers. Mr. David Chauvin.

David Chauvin: Good mormning. My name is

David Chauvin. 1 live at 5248 Briarside
Drive and I own and operate a shrimp
company in Dulac, Louisiana. A lot of
fisherman wanted to be here this
morning. Some of them are out on the
water, a lot of them were getting ready
to get back out on the water., But myself
and a lot of fishermen from my area
would fully support Mr, Jeff Marx's
recommendations. 1 think it's an
appropriate date and we thank you for
his time and his effort that he put forth

in preparing his presentation. Thank

you I lM
Chairman Yakupzack' ]Thank you }'

Chauvin. Mr. Al Marmande.

Al Marmande; || Al l\l/lannande. 840 Vice'Road;

I-fouma, Louisiana’’;I'm here|io thank
MTr. Secretary Melanc?n for letting.us
know!in)a more timely fashion when
they are going to open and;close shrimp
season. As aprocessor[ feel that it's
important that we kno {hls, and
shrimpers, so we can prepare our boats,
have ice, fuel, get everything ready. Get
our ducks in a row. Also would like to
congratulate Ms. Smitko for her
appointment. Once again I'd like to

thank the Secretary. I know he loves

Louisiana as much as me, and we want
to keep Louisiana number one. I thank
you, Charlie. Thank y'all.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you Mr.
Marmande. Mr. Craig Authemente.

Commissioner Manuel: Mr. Chairman, does that
fellow shrimp in those clothes?

Craig Authemente: Craig Authemente. 105
Pecan Court, Houma. Owner of {Audio
lnaudlble} Shrimp Dock in Cocadrie, |
go with Mr. TefPs recommendation
also. Especially/'with the 6:00 pm on the
lS#nfand [ think it's\gdod.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you Mr.

uthemente. Does anybody else wish to
rnaké public comment on this item who
has notfilled out a white card? Hearing
the/public comment, any further
question or discussion from the
Commission? Commissioner Samanie.

Commissioner Samanie: Thank you. Several
fishermen have called me about the 6:00
pm opening. I'd like to get the views
from some of the people in the audience,
how they feel towards a 6:00 pm versus
a 6:00 am. Which would y'all
rather? Some of the fishermen?

Acy Cooper: Acy Cooper, President of the
Louisiana Shrimpers
Association. When it opens in the
morning like that, white shrimp are

mostly a night time shrimp anyway. So
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when you open in the morning we got a
lot of disturbance. At night time
coming, you got muddy water and it’s
just not right. Brown shrimp is ok but
white shrimp, we definitely need the
6:00 pm.

Commissioner Samanie: OKk.

Acy Cooper: Take in to consideration that and
we do want it at 6:00 pm.

Commissioner Samanie: Ok. [ just wanted to
double check. I had gotten a few phone
calls. Mr. Chairman, I'm prepared to
make a motion that we file a
recommendation to the Department
based on biology.

Commissioner Courville: Second.

Chairman Yakupzack: We Ilgave a% motion from
Commissioner.Samanie to accept the
recommendations of: Mr. Marx and the
Department to, open the §hrimp season
on August 15th'from the Mislsissippi -
Louisiana state line w?stward ojthe
Atchafalaya River at 6:00 pm and
opening from the Atchafalaya River
westward to the Louisiana | llexas state
line on August 22nd . at;6:00'am. We've
heard public comment." If no other
discussion or question, all those in
favor.

All:  Yea.

Chairman Yakupzack: Any opposed? Hearing

no opposition, motion carries.

Jeff Marx: Thank you,

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner
Courville.

Commissioner Courville: Jeff, I wanted to thank
you for the time you spent with me this
week.

Jeff Marx; You're welcome,

Commissioner Courville: You’re helping me
gain a better understanding of this. Job
well dope.

Jeff Marx:

to anybody. Ifany, of you

Thank you. And that goes out

ommissioners needs|to discuss shrimp,
give me a call. I'll be glad to talk to
you. If you've got questions. You
proba]:ly won't have as many as
Ghad. Ghad likes to ask questions. But
that's'good and it helps us get everybody
on the same page. Thank you.

Gommissioner Courville: Pretty good chance
I'm not going to be changing either.

Joe Macaluso: In our handout today, the
Declaration or Emergency lists the
western portion as one half hour before.

Jeff Marx: This a draft. That's a draft.

Joe Macaluso:  So this would be 6:00 am?

Jeff Marx: Yes, sir.

Commissioner Manuel: You're supposed to say
who you are and your address.

Chairman Yakupzack: Agenda Item No.9: To
Hear Presentation on Cervid Carcass

Importation Ban Notice and Summary
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of Public Comments Received on the
Cervid Carcass Importation Notice of

intent. Biologist, Johnathan Bordelon.’

Johnathan Bordelon:  Good morning Mr.

Chairman, Commissioners. I'm going to
give you an update today. Basically on
the comments that we've received up to
this point. Also going to talk a little bit
about what other states are doing. In
addition to that talk about some of the
things already done as far as
preventative measures. First we'll talk
about Carcass Importation Bans. There
are currently 37 bans in the Unﬂed
States. Also 2 Canadian Provinces.)|All
the states list certain r
exceptions. Basically those exceptions,
for the most part, ‘nclude de-boned
meat, antlers, quarters not containing
back/bone and connective tiésues, clean
skull'plates with antlers, clean skulls
with tissue attached, capes, tanned
hides, finished taxidermy mounts and
cleaned cervid teeth. And that's
basically if you look at all of them, they
are basically going to !include this
language as an exce;tion. This is where
there is a few differences. One
difference is 7 of the 37 states basically

have a total ban. They do not allow
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parts, except part exempted, to enter
their state regardless of source. So 7 out
of the 37, it doesn't really matter where
the deer is coming from, it's

prohibited. It has to be this specific
parts listed. The other 30 states out of
the/37 basically have a prohibition that
prevents the importation of deer from
C“ITD Positive States. And the question
would 'be ' Well how many states are
CwWD Positi,v'e. " And the answer right
now is 24. So v\} are looking at 24
é‘tale’é across the country. Of course 2 of
our neighboring states, Arkansas and
:l;exas, are on that list of 22, I've
received comments and I've tried to
capy you'with those comments as |
receive them just so you have the
opportunity to at least look through
them as we get them rather than trying
to go through them all at

once. Basically I've received as 3
comments for support, 1 phone, 2
email. Also have received support from
Louisiana Bow Hunters Association and
the Louisiana Chapter of the Quality
Deer Management

Association. Received a few neutral
comments, Basically neutral comments,
it is just that. Someone asking me basic

question about the regulation for

? Attached hereto and made a part hereof for clarification and understanding. Not

reference and for all other purposes as Exhibit 3
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really pro or against, they just had
specific questions. But the majority, in
this case, were actually negative, We
had 33 total comments received up to
today. Obviously that may not be
reflected in your packets because I
basically updated the list through today
while 1 provided the information a few
days ago. Thirty emails, one. So email
is the primary mode of

commenting. Primary complaints
involve possession requirements to other
states. Reciprocal properties located
within two states. Difficulty in
taxidermy requirements. Concern
regarding the effectiveness of this
regulation. And incgmvéﬁ{ence. So
those are the primary

concerns. Answers to,some ofithe
primawfccincems, one oli the mosl{
important questio]nsto ask is this really a
threat? Is this cervidicarcass being
imported,in to Louisiana; put out on/the
landscape; is)it a threat? Can|that lead
to CWD transmission in our,

state? That's a very] important question
because if we couldn’l answer that
question then it really would be difficult
to even propose something like

this. But what we've learned and what
we knew about CWD for some time

now is that it can be transmitted that
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way. And even in 1985, the Colorado
Division of Wildlife attempted to
eliminate CWD from a research facility
by treating the soil and removal of that
treated soil and that's just surface
material. Restocking occurred afier one
yeat Only to have the animals re-
infected, Now there could be some that
say; well possibly those animals that
were introduced could have possibly
been exposed;prior to, but what they've
done beyond that s they've actually
takcn prions from soil)particles at burial
sites and basically inoculate animals
with those and those animals do come
down with CWD in laboratory

settings. SThe answer is yes. Those
prions are shed in to the environment,
they are binding to soil particles, they
are there, they persist, they are not going
to break down in the environment. It's
Just a matter of an animal coming along,
feeding along the ground and what
we've learned in 2015 is something
much scarier. There is actually transfer
of prions through plant

material. University of Texas Health
Science Center in Houston have actually
infected animals in a laboratory setting
by feeding them contaminated

wheat. That's the wheat grass,

basically. The soil was contaminated,
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wheat was growing on the soil, animals
were eating the plants clippings and they
became CWD Positive. So we do
realize just how dangerous and the
threat that we are dealing with, So that
is the first major question that we had to
answer and there is many more case
studies beyond the ones I'm presenting
to support what I'm presenting here
today. What are acceptable disposal
practices? We talked about these. First
being incineration. Obviously that's not
going to be a practical application to a
hunter or a taxidermist, a meat
processor. That's something we would
do as an agency. We have a suspect
animal that we are {esling. The first
thing we do after the test, samples are
secured, is we are'going to get that
animal incinerated. Thqg will destroy
the prions. I'm'not talking about
cocking. The temperatures thatthave to
be reached are actually much higher
than conventional cooking
temperatures.’ The temperatures that we
can reach through incinerigion will
actually turn the animal'in to ash, That
is sufficient and has been documented as
a way of killing or destroying the

prion. Field dressing and cervid carcass
parts left at the site of the harvest,

obviously that's the best case because

you're not taking any infected material
from the site of which the animal

lived. And the third one of which is
listed by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, its disposal of cervid
carcass parts in an approved line
landfill. So those are basically, those
are the tools at play across the country
when,you're talking about dealing or
destroying CWD. And the scary thing
about it, leven talking about destroying
something, this!is'something that's not a
lot'but infectious. So it's very, very hard
to understand that principie. But,
because of that, that's why the threat
from this is so great. Yes, sir.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner
Courville,

Commissioner Courville: s it ok if we ask
questions?

Johnathan Bordelon:  Sure,

Commissioner Courville: My question is what
is approved line landfill look like? How
do you know the difference?

Johnathan Bordelon:  Basically, it'sa -

Commissioner Courville: How do | know the
difference if I'm trying to dispose of an
out of state carcass?

Johnathan Bordelon:  That's a great
question. Rather than using an approved
line landfill, often they refer to a Type 2

Landfill. Then ask the same question,
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what's a Type 2 Landfill? I'm just going
to give you a simple answer here. It's
basically the landfills that accepts the
household waste, So your waste
management companies that pick up
household waste and distribute or bring
it and put it in an approved landfill.
That is the approved landfill that they
are talking about. So someone wouldn't
be able to designate their own dump or
landfill or construct something itself. It
would have to be something used in that
capacity. And those landfills basically
are the ones that are approved. lig

Commissioner Courville: Ok. And just a quic‘

follow up. I know it's for informational
i .
purposes but at some point, assuming
this were to moveiforward and|if this is
going to be considered, can we get a
sense|of|costfor if I'm'a Eaxidermisl
what that might cost,if | have ho do
something separate and above ngrmal

househ‘?lld garbage collection?

Johnathan Bordelon As far as the/additional

cost for, there'are currentlglr la;cidennist
that are utilizing dum s{eis tc’) remove
that waste. Obviouslj some of the
larger taxidermists that are in urban
areas obviously don't have the benefit of
dumping it behind the shop orin a
wooded area nearby. They're already

having to have a mechanism for
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disposal. So that is currently going on
with some. The percentage is

unknown. I'll talk a little bit about
CWD preventative measures in
Louisiana. We've gone over this before
but for some of you that may have
missed or have joined the Commission
since the original presentation, a live
cervid transport is currently

prohibitéd, So live deer cannot legally
be brought'into Louisiana. Our agency
put this in placeﬂi]n 1998, The Louisiana
Department of Ag and Forestry followed

this prohibition with a moratorium in

2?12. Obviously they regulate the
captive.cervid industry in Louisiana. So
live anim}als cannot be brought

inT. Continued testing of high risk or
target animals. So we're looking for
high risk animals. These are animals
near or adjacent or inside of

pens. Animals are neurologic and
roadkill animals. We are considering
those as target animals. Since its
inception of testing we've tested 7,870
animals up to this point. So we've tested
quite a few animals without discovering
any positives, fortunately. Obviously
proper disposal and handling of cervid
parts preventing infection or spread of
the disease, that's through

education. Proposed cervid carcass
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importation regulations aimed at
preventing infectious materials from
entering the environment, and that's the
process that we are in now. We are
basically proposing an added step of
prevention and protection for our

state. And obviously continued
education regarding the risk of

CWD. And that's really the key there is
education of both hunters industry,
agency to make sure that we are all on
board, doing the things necessary to
prevent the disease from entering our
state. I have just a slide here of_ﬂ}st the
regulation. I'll leave it up. Basically no
person shall import, transport or possess
any cervid carcass 8:r pa.rE of.a cervid
carcass part originating outside of
Louisiana, with the following
exceptions, de-boned mea alntlers,
cleaned skull plales with anllers, cleaned
skulls without tissue attached, capes,
tanned hides, finished taxidermy
products, and cleaned cervid

teeth. Approved parts are;de-boned
meats transported from other states,
must be legally possessed from the state
in which it was taken. Approved parts
and de-boned meats from other states
must contain a possession tag with the
hunter's name, out of state license

number, address, species, date and
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location of harvest. All cervids
transported in to or through Louisiana in
violation of the provisions of this ban
shall be seized and disposed of in
accordance of Wildlife and Fisheries
rules and regulations. I'd be happy to

take%ny questions. Yes, sir.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Manuel.

Co{ininissio]é‘er Manuel: Johnathan, is it the

"

nathan Bordelon:

Department's opinion that CWD is
gonna be here eventually, no matter
what we do and we are just trying to
postpone it?

Well CWD has grown
and spread across the state,

obviously. One of the quick ways for it
to spreadhas been transport of either
livelor possibly contaminated parts, It's
been recognized that prevention is the
only mechanism and tool. And can it be
prevented? The answer is well that's
really an unknown. There are a few
states, only one in particular that has had
success in containing the disease, and
that's New York State, New York
State's infection came from what was
believed to be a taxidermy animal. The
reason that being is that taxidermy
operation was tied to a high fence
operation on the same property. And as
you would guess it those parts were

being basically placed on the property
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where deer were living within that high Johnathan Bordelon:  Well, actually

fence enclosure. That is where their
first and only CWD Positive popped

up. You know panic ensues afier that
first discovery. They started testing the
animals within the enclosure. Then they
start testing animals adjacent to the
enclosure. They got no more positives
after that point. That area has basically
been quarantined and has without
captive cervids. Fortunately, and I don't
know about fortunately or unfortunately
but, to their benefit the animal was, the
area was an enclosed area so you donit
have the ingress and egress of animals
across that landscape. You can control
that. They are the 0|]1_Il‘y state at this time
that has been éffective and that has been
more than 10 years, So when/you look
at it,along that line, and they"ve bgen
diligently testing since tha {‘ilme they are
the only case of finding it righ a_nfay
and able,to basically put a/band-aid on!it
and stop the bleeding beforeiit got

worse.

Commissioner Manuel: OK. |Ifithis thing passes

and we end up with it here, are we
gonna have an opportunity to increase
the, change the rules so to speak? Or
should we? Or once you get it, you got

it so nothing to do.

Commissioner Manuel we do have a
CWD Plan. We've actually had a plan
for some time but we revised it in
2016. Basically because of some
adaptations that other states have
implemented that we feel would be
better able to control the disease once it
ould be discovered. And with that,
certainly);we would look to the
Commission/and to the Secretary to
come to basically, have emergency
fieasures in place (o prevent further
spread within the state. That's basically
what would happen. Disease pops up in
the state. your focus then at that point
becomes containment of the
disease. You're doing a couple of
things. First you're trying to determine
prevalence of the disease in that location
and then you're trying to find
distribution after. And that's what we
would do. And states that have it
basically have importation rules within
their own states that prohibit the
movement of animals outside the
containment zone to other parts of the
state. They are basically trying to
contain that one fire and keep it from
turning in to 20 fires in that particular

case.

Commissioner Manuel: Thank you.
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Johnathan Bordelon:  Yes, sir.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Smitko.

Commissioner Smitko: Where is the disease
located in Texas?

Johnathan Bordelon:  In Texas? I do havea
slide on the computer. Just bear with
me. It's not really part of the
presentation, but [ can probably get it up
for you. Ok this is a map of Texas
here. If you lock at the red, you look at
far west Texas that's mule deer. That's
in the wild population. Pretty low
prevalence but it is there. There is also
one positive mule deer in the pan
handle. But the area of concern where
CWD hit in 2014 is Medina
County. Medina County isjin basically
San Antonio drea.. That's evident on the
map. That's where!it popped up. Now
you noticeito the east there is another,
féd. That's a recent discoverylin Lavaca
Colunty. That Lavaca County positive
was tied to a movement!| Basically
Medina it's only found inside of an
enclosure at 1hljs time. So you have a
facility that's positiv’e’. :Thé problem is
they have trace outs tLa% have gone all
over the place. Over a thousand animals
to be specific. But one of those trace
outs led them to Lavaca. They go to
Lavaca County, they test one of the

trace outs, boom. Five more

positives. But what is the implication of
Lavaca County, these positives? That
one trace out to Lavaca hits
positive. Well what happened in Lavaca
since receiving those animals? Well
they sent animals out to 29 other
counties in Texas. So you see how
quickly this can spread and get out of
hand:, So disease that takes a long time
to move across the landscape can
basically move overnight through
human action. Qne encouraging thing in
Jdina, its multi-pens, vithin the same
large enclosure. It’s found in 2 of those
s‘rr"laller pens and not in the
others.; They've been diligent. They've
tested over a thousand animals on the
free range adjacent to those pens with no
positives. We are hopeful that they
likely just caught it early before it really
had a chance to proliferate and filter in
to the surrounding environment, But it
does go to show you the threat that's
there. And the importation ban that we
are looking to do, you're just trying to
keep those infectious parts out
obviously. It’s the cumulative effort of
everything that's being proposed and
done now. And we do really have to
look at trying to protect ourselves in this
case. Other states are testing but we

really are somewhat, you hate to rely on
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the diligence of others to protect
you. And in this particular case we're
trying to do something to protect

ourselves and the Louisiana deer.,

Commissioner Smitko: And, just very briefly, is

it in southern Arkansas, northern or

spread out?

Johnathan Bordelon:  Arkansas is a little

different story. This is northern
Arkansas, Newton County, Newton
County is basically one county lower
than the Missouri boundary. The circle
that's circled in blue is their target

area. The red dots represent

positives. You can notice that most of
those red dots are there. The scary thing
with Newton andlﬁ}ﬂe scary thing with
Arkansas, they had tested 7,000 animals
since 2002. They had no positives. So
you are thinking everyﬂming"%i k,'we are
in {he clear, thenall of a Slﬂj

had|a positive cow elklfrom a hunter

en they

harvestithis season. Once You have that
positive you/now have a place to

look. So rather than spreading your
target out across an entire state, they
then begin to focus on lhat area where
the positive occurred and that's where
the blue line is drawn, When they
started looking they have an idea to
collect a certain number of

animals. You are looking for statistical
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significance so you want a
representative sample of that

area. Basically they got to about 250
animals and the prevalence rate reached
23%. At that point they just pulled the
plug on it because if you kill 250, its
23%./:You kill 250 more it’s probably
% going to change much. You have it
andﬂj(ou have it bad. So what they did at
that po%nlt islthey are no longer trying to
figure out prevalence. You are no
longer tryingq[o figure out how bad is it,
jou are trying to figure out how far has
it spread. And that's what they are
currently doing now. They really can't
answerthat, That's their new focus and
their new direction that they're going in
at this time. But it does just go to show
you just some of the threat. The 23%
prevalence, how long have they had

it? No one obviously knows for sure but
states that currently are positive now
that have been positive for more than a
decade don't have prevalence rates even
approaching that. So it’s conceivable
that they've been positive for a couple of
decades or more in that particular

area. And that's some of the fear and
that's some of what went in to this
provision. Not provision but actual
proposal. It goes back to trying to

protect ourselves. We made this
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recommendation 2 years ago. Arkansas
obviously would have been free and
clear if it was only focused on CWD
Positive States but, as you can see, we
could potentially be allowing animals
from an infected state to come in not
knowing that they were affected. Thank
you for your question, Commission
Smitko.

Commissioner Samanie: I have one question,

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Samanie.

Commissioner Samanie: Mr. Bordelon, I have
one question. I'm not sure about it. In
your professional opinion, wodic} an
educational program and proper dislposal
restriction suffice as opposed to a ban on
imported cervid?

Johnathan Bordelon: || There's been
tremendous education: efforts now
acrossithe country and'there have ‘been
tremendous education efforts for some
time:, The difficulty with that is'you just
really are dealing at thal point on public
knowledge, understanding this and
willingness to.comply. Theregulation
obviously just gives'you the ability to
enforce those recommendations in the
form of a regulation. So we feel it
would obviously afford us the best
protection.

Commissioner Samanie: Thank you.

Johnathan Bordelon: ~ But education certainly
is still important.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commission Sunseri.

Commissioner Sunseri: Mr. Chairman, thank
you. Johnathan, thank you and the rest
of the Department for your patience
with me and passing the information
along to all of us with all of the
comments.

Johnathan Bordelon:  Thank you,

Commissioner Sunseri; 1 really appreciate it. It
really helps me L}nderstand an issue and
where we need to go from here. |
wanted ask, do you have any idea what
txpe of violation that you are going to be
looking at if this proposal becomes a
regulation? If people are found to be
importing cervid pieces and parts of
carcasses,

Johnathan Bordelon:  The penalty would be
set by statute and that is something that
would be outside of our division. So we
would not as a division, Wildlife
Division, be involved in that because it
is actually set in statute and possibly our
legal section could expand on how that
process would work. It is something
outside of our shop in this case.

Colonel Broussard: That's correct. The way

it stands now, Commissioner Sunseri, is

that it's a Class 2 the way the regulation

would be assessed.
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Commissioner Sunseri: Wouldn't you think Jackie Achee: I've been a hunter and

you'd want to raise that if you'd want to
truly deter these animals and carcasses
that have the problem so that you'd
really have the deterrent?

Colonel Broussard: Certainly think that would
be proper. The issue is that it would
require legislation and would require
legislators to have to consider that to be
able to increase that class level of
violation.

Commissioner Sunseri: Thank y'all very much.

Johnathan Bordelon: Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner le!'ville.

Commissioner Courville; 1f I might chime'in on
Commissioner Sunseri that I think tha{
at that point, assuming we get there,
would it be appropriate for {hir group to

] Al
encourage the legislature to impose
stronger, penalties? [ {hink Ii:l be~i1rl|]

3

fayor of that assuming this'thing passes.

Colonel Broussard: [ certainly think thats
within reason, Commissioner Courville,

Chairman Yakupzack: Any other discussion or
questions on Agenda Item No. 97 1do
have one public comment card with
regard to this item. Jackie.

Jackie Achee: That's me. Hi.

Chairman Yakupzack: Hi. Will you please
come forward?

Jackie Achee: Hey guys. How y'all doing?

Chairman Yakupzack: Hi.

fisherwoman myself for quite some
time, When we were younger and the
kids were in school we couldn't but
want to ask y'all a question and in Mr,
Bordelon's presence, he's the

biologist. Do y'all know who Dr. Kroll
is? 'And I realize 37 states that we are
doing,what they're doing with

CwD. !}/Ly question to you is not EHD
worse for the deer, for the cervid, than
CWD? And if E)WD was this bad we'd
have'the countryside, the landscape
would be covered deaé bodies with
CWD. And since there is no prevention,
right?:So my question to y'all is if
anothernationally, well known
biologist. I'm trying not to be

nervous. Had said hey, CWD isn't a
disease that needs to be monitored but
there's other diseases that are far worse
for the deer. In other words, EHD does
actually from 7 days the cervid goes
down. But with CWD it’s like a man
having prostate cancer. That deer may
get CWD but it may not die with
CWD. And all the states that when the
first mule deer was found in 1967 to
have CWD, nobody or nothing vaccine
you can do for the deer. There's
landscapes not littered with CWD dead

deer. We're allowed to eat deer that
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supposedly have CWD. They're telling
us all that it's safe to eat. That's been
going on for 50 years and there has
never been a scientific peer review study
in the past 50 years on cause and effect
of CWD. And I'm not saying that CWD
is not bad but it’s getting to the point
now that I think the whole country ought
to accept that you got it. And you're
going to start piling regulation on
regulation and anything that you do isn't
going to prevent it but yet you know
you're gonna get it. A lot of the states
that have CWD they still have deer that
carry it, they don't die from it. The}r
landscape is not covered with it, Mr,
Bordelon. So had you 1alked to Dr.
Kroll and have you discussed with him
what his studies have done to the have

not been a|peer reviewed scientific
H

study? Have you reached q}t to him to
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all along they just something they hadn't
monitored it enough to really find if they
had it or not. When they got it of course
then they panicked. I'm trying not to be

nervous. I'm not here to be antagonistic.

Chairman Yakupzack; Miss,

Jackie Achee!];, I'm just saying that there's

maybe some other info out there. And
yall are gonna do what you're gonna
do. I'just,would like to see everybody
going forward,if you do find that you do
have CWD in t

pileon regulation on the hunters
I

hlis state that you don't

because if you can eat the deer and
pecially free range deer, unless you
are'gonoa pen them all in, the free range
deer arc gonna go where they're gonna
g0./And since it’s in the ground,
sometimes a bird might take the
packaging somewhere, You know what

I'm saying, Mr., Bordelon?

sayiwhat made his opinion to be? 'Could Chairman Yakupzack: Miss, is it Achee?
y'all not maybe get another;nationally, Jackie Achee: Achee. It's Cajun.

recognized biologist and have a Chairman Yakupzack: Achee. I'm
discussion with/him and say, you know, sorry. Yakupzack is Polish Cajun, too.

if there's no cure butyet e ery time Jackie Achee: My big question is there, and |

they've put a ban on something being
imported. The problem in Arkansas is
they brought in CWD elk that, I mean
they brought in elk from the Rocky
Mountains back in the 80's, and Dr.
Kroll's pretty sure that they had CWD

know this. And y'all are great. It's just
that he says in Arkansas they got so
panicky instead of just kind of calming
down, looking what's going on. Up in
Wisconsin where they had this,

supposedly these huge out breaks
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everywhere, they've also had massive found anyway. And a lot of the elk and

new trophy deer come in. There's EHD mule deer population were lost,
worse than CWD, by far. And as we go Chairman Yakupzack: Again, thank you for
along here, more and more where they your comments. We'll be interested
got regulation going to be piled on the from Mr. Bordelon on it further, Any
hunter where. Like they said in Newton other question or comment on Cervid
County where they first found it, they Import,Ban? Hearing none, 1’d like to
can't even, hunters up there they can't move to Agenda Item Number 13 at this
transport their meat. If they live down time and recognize that our U.S.
south, down south to where, because Congreséman for District 6, Garrett
they're scared it’s going to get all over Graves, is hete and would like to make a

the place. But y'all it already is couple of comments and is limited on a

everywhere. !time schedule. Tha%éyou, for being
Chairman Yakupzack: Yeah. I'm goihlg to stop here today.
you. Congre g an Graves: Thank you, Mr.

Jackie Achee: I'm done. Chairman, members of the Commission.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank:you|for

coming. You d?n't appear

nervous. You've done a greatjob. We
have to have comment' from the pui)iic
and ;we appreciale that. What!] want to
recommend is that you get wit IY[r
Bordelon after the meeting., The
Commission recognizes your|opposition
as we've had albunch of o position on
this issue and I can assure you we are

going to consider it carefully.

Jackie Achee: My opposition is that to make

sure that you do it the right
way. Everybody that's, it's been

ongoing since the 60's when it first

I aﬁ)preciate the opportunity to address
you today. 1 wasn’t planning on coming
and I kept reading more information
about comments that were made at the
last Commission Meeting. [ know your
Jjob is critically important. I know most
of you are here because of the pay you
get for doing this but, seriously, your job
is to maintain the tag line that Louisiana
is a Sportsman’s Paradise. That’s your
job, effectively. To make sure that we
have sustainable resources for
generations to come, for people to enjoy
just like we have and our ancestors
have. At the last meeting of the

Commission, a number of things were
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said that I think are completely
inaccurate. And your job is to make
decisions on behalf of the State and our
natural resources and [ want to make
sure that y’all have accurate information
that you are acting upon, When I was a
child, we used to be able to fish for red
snapper year round. And as you know,
in 2014 it was 9 days, 2015, 10 days,
this year 9 days with a 2 day weather
exception. That infringes upon the
Sportsman’s Paradise. So I didn’t come
up with an idea. What I did is I took an
idea that the five Gulf States reached o
their own and we took that and we r
introduced it as legisiation. I got to lell
you, Mr. Chairman, Wﬂe{hér it was our
bill or someone else’s bill, it.doesn’t
matter to me. The fact is that we got a
major, prablem. in regard to our
resources and the ticcess to red snapper
for folks in the State of|Louisiana and
the Gulf Coast and this is a solution
And the five|Gulf States don’t agree
upon much. Thefact that they came to
consensus on an idea)lthought was
commendable and we inlroduced that
solution. The bill was introduced over
one year ago, over one year it’s been out
there in the public domain. We had a
conference call on April 6" of this year

with staff from the Department of
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Wildlife and Fisheries. It was the only
conference call; it was the only
discussion we had with the exception of
one other which was a meeting on May
9" of this year. Now, in both of those
discussions or meetings, in was clear to
mei(that there was a degree of discomfort
on 1he part of the Department with our
bill. ' IHowever, in discussions we
attemptt;:d to probe those concerns and it
was clear to me that the bill had not
been read. So 'to actually articulate
concerns, because we ﬁISkEd over and
over again about specific concerns and it
y\‘f‘as clear that the bill had not been read
s0 (0 ?rticulate concerns would have
been difficult. I called the Department
about five or six days before we marked
up the bill. We marked it up on July
15"', if I recall correctly, of this year, 1
called the Secretary to let him know that
the bill was scheduled to be marked up
and, once again, to solicit input from the
Department because, as I’ve said
numerous times it doesn’t have to be our
bill it can be an administrative solution,
it can be somebody else’s bill. This
isn’t a partisan issue, Mr, Chairman.

We have Republicans and Democrats,
over 40 of them, from around the United
States that are on our bill. In fact, the

lead co-sponsor on our bill is Cedric
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Richmond, a Democrat from New
Orleans, because this is a big deal for
Louisiana and he recognizes that. We
have Democrats from Mississippi, from
Texas and other states on the legislation
as well, on the Gulf Coast. Under the
bill, the State prepares a red snapper
plan. They prepare it and they submit it.
Other states can’t force a plan on us.
The states submit the plan, they prepare
the plan. The bill requires public
participation. In addition to written
comments, the bill explicitly requires
that public meetings occur in each of the
five Guif States. They have to occur.
And because, effectively, the
jurisdiction is actijally undér, you,
because of the Secretary and the
Department being the one whao
preparésthe plans, this venile can ]serve
as a/monthly mee‘fing where f lks
could provide input oqthe preparation
and limitation of a plan, The bill
requires that'the best science be used to
ensure we sustainably manage the
Fisheries. And the plan is/considered by
the five Gulf States and'is approved or
disapproved. Importantly, for three
years the commercial fisheries continue
to be managed by the federal
government; for the first three years

they continue to be managed. The
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transition of the recreational fishery is
only contingent upon a gulf
management plan or state plan being
approved. Mr. Chairman, there was no
unfunded mandate. Period. Other states
cannot force a plan upon the state of
Louisiana. Anything to the contrary is
absurd. To suggest that me, that
Cog}gressman Cedric Richmond, or
other members of our Congressional
Delegation, all of which support the
legislation, with the exception of one
wfw has not articulated a position we
would never jeopardize that and give
away Louisiana's resources to the
contr?l of the other Gulf States. That’s
absurd. One thing that I think is really
important is in the last meeting there
was a lot of discussion about this alleged

10 million dollar cost to...

Yolanda Martin: Point of order, Mr. Chair.

Point of order. 1'd like to adhere to the
order of the day and just receive this as a
public comment and no consideration by

the Commission.

Congressman Graves: Mr, Chairman, if I can.

Totally inaccurate information has been
given to this board in regard to our bill,
something that this board has to make

decisions on. | think it is awful to allow

this board to continue to operate under
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the assumption the information they
have been given is accurate

Secretary Melancon:  If [ may.

Chairman Yakupzack: Secretary Melancon.

Secretary Melancon:  This is exactly the
reason I asked what | asked for today.
So we didn't have poor Pinocchio
speeches. And we didn't get into this
kind of stuff that we have,

Congressman Graves: [I'm sorry. Mr.
Secretary, did you just call me a liar?

Secretary Melancon:  Excuse me, sir, I've
been recognized now. Yes, sir.

Congressman Graves: You just said that 1
lied.

Secretary Melancon:  We tried to contact
you five times from our office before.
This is the thin% that | was trying to
avoid.

Congressman Graves:, Wow.

Secretary Melancon: '{This is exacily what [
was| hoping to not happen.

Congressman Graves: So Mr. Secretary, it's
okay for youto come here and tell
things that are'inaccurate but] am not
allowed to come anq‘ set t]I}e record
straight?

Secretary Melancon: ~ We spoke with you.

We called you about five times before to
talk with you, Toby spoke with you for
an hour and a half on the phone, we met

with you in the office, you came in there

and you said [ have no prior authorship,
let’s talk about the bill. The first
question I brought up, you started
explaining everything to me, everything
I didn't understand about the bill.

Congressman Graves: Sure.

Secretary Me’lg;ncon: But we did read the bill.

I'm-afraid this is not Obamacare. We
read/the bill. This is not what I want to
discuss! {What I want is for every one of
you, and he can come at the proper time
and be part of the educational process,
\'vhgl"'e everybody's in/the room having
the discussions so that no one can have a
say,and say I said this without there
being a rebuttal and the discussion, 1

ould ask that we move on.

Congressman'Graves: That's exactly what I'm

trying to do is provide the rebuttal right
here because you provide inaccurate

information in this room.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you Secretary

Melancon. A debate here today is
probably not going to be productive for
this matter, but what [ would like to do,
certainly, is to allow Congressman
Graves to wrap up his comments and to
move on with the agenda and
recognizing Secretary Melancon has
invited Congressman Graves to be a part
of the solution that Secretary Melancon

proposed earlier today in terms of some
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extra meetings, informational meetings.

So, Congressman Graves?

Congressman Graves: [ will briefly wrap up

and thank you, Mr. Chairman. The bill
it was stated in here previously again the
ten million dollar cost, and whether that
number is accurate or not [ have no idea
but I can tell you the number is
significantly different than other states
and provided, however the base text of
the bill explicitly distinguishes stock
assessment, research and management.
There are three separate things. While
the amendment by Chairman Bishop
does affect management cost, it does not
implicate stock assessments or research
which are different categories.
Therefore the federal government will
continue to provide those. Andasa
matter !fact_just to make|sure that I'was
aécurate in that'assumption, I went back
and met with ChairmanBishop'and sat
down and had a thirty minute meeting
with him where he agreed to put it in
writing if that would be helpful as to
what his intent was. Ii/llos %mportantly,
let me just be clear on'this. Chairman
Bishop supports the bill. He voted for
it. He supports state management and
he has tried similar things in his State
related to Wildlife Resources. He is not

opposed to the bill. It was not a killer
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amendment or anything else and
allegations to the contrary are
completely uninformed and absurd,
We're going to continue working. This
is the second step in the process. It still
goes to the House floor, the Senate
committee, the senate floor. The way
this process works is people provide
input;, which is why we repeatedly
solicited input from the Department.
The reality!is this. At the April
conference call, concerns were
expréssed. At the May meeting,
concerns were expressed. To now
blame opposition to the bill upon an
unfunded mandate is simply not

accura'e because there was a clear bias
against the legislation prior to this ever
becoming an apparent issue. Andsol
stand here and absolutely remain open
to ideas, solutions, suggestions and [
don’t care who solves this problem but
the status quo is unacceptable. We have
repeatedly reached out to the
commercial industry, offered multiple
solutions and they have refused to come
to the table. And so we are going to
continue moving forward with this until
a better solution comes forward.
Because I'll say it again, the status quo
is completely unacceptable. Lastly, Mr.

Chairman, [ want to make note. Under

Page 37



LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION DRAFT MEETING MINUTES

August 4, 2016

the Oil Spill Settlement that 1 helped Commissioner Sunseri: Thank you Mr.

negotiate, there is 350 million dollars set
aside for adaptive management under
the Gulf Environmental Benefits Fund,
under the Restore Act and other
adaptive management programs.
There's 265 million dollars available for
region wide and open ocean assessments
and there are tens of millions of dollars
more through what is known as Bucket
Four of the Restore Act, So even if it
was accurate that these data collection
and research was being put on the state,
there are hundreds of millions g do}lars
in new revenues that are available!to this
Department as part of that settlement
that we negotiated. jAgain] [, want to
repeat, while it's not, 1 also want to state
the fact that hundreds:of millions of
dollars/in new research fun(is and (iata
collection funds are available to the state
1he BP Oil Spill

Settlement. I’ll wrap up there, Mr.

ofjLouisiana under

Chairman. l% just want to make sure y'all
have accurate'information and if you
have any questions Ii'd be more than
happy to answer them."I do appreciate
the opportunity to come and address the

Commission.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you

Congressman Graves. Comimissioner

Sunseri.

Chairman. Hi Congressman Graves.

How are you doing today?

Congressman Graves: Doing well. How are

you? Congratulations.

Commissioner Sunseri: [ just want to ask a

quesiigm. I’m new to the Commission.
17“18 subject matter is new to me. ['ve
not been part of the Gulf Council and all
of that'and those discussions that have
taken place }JVCI' the years that you're
discussing today. |As a practical matter

m just going to ask a question because,
as a guy who is from thé Ninth Ward
from New Orleans, [ started thinking
abouz you got nine days to be able to
fish. Bul! only nine days and they pick
them. And they could be terrible days.
What would be wrong with like a
tagging system to where you had 18 tags
that you got that you could go out 365
days a year and you would get those
tags to do it? 1I’m just asking a question.
This is new to me. I don’t know

anything about this subject matter.

Congressman Graves: [ think there are all sorts

of discussions we can have on ways to
better manage the species and to better
provide access to the fishers. And I
think that the stock assessments are
wholly inaccurate which provide for bad

allocation numbers which result in bad
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numbers for commercial, for charter, for
recreational. We've got to have better
science. And right now, what happens
as a result of the fee increase that the
recreational fishers agreed to is, the
recreational fishers are paying for the
science at this point, or paying for the
State science to the tune of 1.7 or 1.8
million dollars, whatever it is, per year.
And so you can’t have discussions if
people aren’t even willing to come in to
the room. So ] can sit here in a vacuum
and develop solutions all day long or
you and I can as well. ButI thin]( {}’fs
important that we all sit down at the
table, talk about different options. Butl
want to reiterate, the statusiquo is
completely unacceptable. The other
four Gulf States are clearly supportive
of the bill milts c:nrren form and -we
need'to continue haTing discussions to
come up with a good solution.
Commissioner Sunseri: Mr. Chairman, if I'may.
That’s what/l recommended at the last
meeting. That'we have a meeting of
those people within the recreational, the
commercial, the charier]) the members of
this Commission and the Department to
try to sit down at the table and hammer
out something., That was what |
recommended. Not knowing, this is all

new subject matter to me. I'm justa

guy who is trying to solve problems.
And I agree with you. It’s best to sit
down with all players and get something
done. Let's not fight over this. We’ve
got to do what’s best for the citizens of
the state of Louisiana more than
anything. More so than the other Gulf
states, definitely for the citizens of
Louisiana. All of them. So that’s going
to be my recommendation again. That
we have a grc‘n.ip come together of the
recreational, the dommercial, the charter
fishing people, as well fs the members
of this Commission and the Department
that manages the Fisheries and see what
we can,come up with.

Congressman Graves: | appreciate your
commitment to a solution and I certainly
look forward to working with you.

Gommissioner Sunseri: Thank you Mr.
Chairman

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you
Commissioner Sunseri. Any other
questions?

Commissioner Manuel: Mr. Chairman?

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Manuel.

Commissioner Manuel: Congressman, 1
appreciate you coming to spend time
here. I know you got a busy schedule.
And I appreciate the additional
information. 1 just hope that our

Department did not leave something out
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when they presented. [ wasn’t here last
month so [’m not sure all the
information that was presented. But
that’s some new information that I’ve
gotien today. I would hope that our
Department would continue to give us
all the information, both sides, where we
could make a determination. That’s all
I’ve got thank you. Thank you for your
time, too,

Congressman Graves: Thank you
Commissioner.

Jackie Achee: Can I ask one question?

Chairman Yakupzack: Well you -

Jackie Achee: Are we the only state tha' is
bucking, not going along with the other,
4 states? Are the otherlvl states
already? Caute this issue aboL the red
snapper {Audio inal}dible}

Chairman Yakupzack:. Thankl-

Jackie Achee: {Audiognaudible}

Yolanda Martin: Point of order; Mr. Chair:

Jackie Achee: | {Audio lnaudiblei}

Chairman Yakupzack: Ms. Achee. Did I say it
right?

Commissioner: Achee.

Chairman Yakupzack: Achee. No. You've
done great. | think Congressman Graves
has already answered that question. If
you want to take just & quick sentence to
answer the lady and then we are going

to move on from this issue.

Congressman Graves: The other four states
have clearly expressed support for the
legislation in its current form and in its
previous form. From what [ understand
and from what I gather there may be a
separation between the Commission's
position and the Agency's position if |
can perhaps establish that distinguishing
factor. But look I want to apologize to
you all. 1.apologize for talking over
earlier and f?r my tone. [ want to tell
you that I've actually known Secretary
Melancon for proha!b!]y close to 20
years. | have never in my life had any
type of adverse experience with him
ever,| I've never in any way had any
situation/where I think he was being
undishonorable or anything else. 1 think
he's a good guy and I'll tell you I'm
scratching my head trying to figure out
what in the world's going on right
now. So [ apologize.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you
Congressman Graves. To conclude Item
13, I have one additional public
comment from Mr, Ronald Coco,
Avoyelles Parish, on feral hogs and
CWD. Would you like to speak? We
can conclude this Agenda Item? Sir?

Ronald Coco:  {Audio Inaudible}
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Chairman Yakupzack: No. To compliment the Mr. Bordelon after the meeting. I know

Congressman's request, | rearranged the

Agenda which is perfectly fine.

Ronald Coco: Last month I told you we would

have a meeting in Mansura at the Ag
Center for the Chronic Waste Disease
and for the Feral Hogs. Johnathan was
there, him and Dr. LaCour did a Chronic
Waste Disease. The main question

people was wondering about is if all the

that members of this Commission asked
that very question. They are very
interested in the regulations of the other
states that require them. That
information has been provided and the
Commjssioners are reviewing it in
preparation for further consideration of
'this; Ol. So | don't know the answer to

your queistion but it is being considered.

states don't have the same rules, how do Ronald Coco: 1 see y'all are going to have
I leave from one state and go to the meetings to carry,op.
Chairman Yakupzack: Yeah

Rongld Coco:  For this {Audio Inaudible}

other without breaking their rules and

not having them take my deer away

from me? Or elk or whatever they! |
killing. Is there any way it can come
through all the states a]nd have this one
general rule for transportation of these
animals through the states? I know like
Arkanisas alot,of people toldime they
unted like in Missouri to come back
hey couldn't come through Arkqtnsas
last year:, They had to go around
through Oklahoma or go back the other
way around because they couldn't come
through the state. fliimt’s one of the
basic questions the hunters and the
people going out of state, they want

their opinion on that.

Chairman Yakupzack: I'll respond to your

comment just briefly in this way, And ]

encourage you, as well, to speak with

d!isease. Also I handed y'all the new
regulations from the Ag Department
about the feral hogs to have the permits
totransport these hogs and to have
quarantine pens to keep them in. This is
information that was given to us
Thursday night. And I brought it to
y'all. Y'all can study it. I've given some
to the Secretary and everyone to study
these new regulations. I don't

know. Y'all are preaching no
transportation and they're talking letting
them transport them so. That's between
y'all and the Agriculture

Department. You all have the rules so |
gave it to you, you can study, maybe
next Commission meeting. Or maybe if

y'all do set some meetings up, talk to the
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people about it. And y'all did have one
newsletter that came out that a lot of
people was very upset about, about the
water quality. These animals around the
Alexandria area. They've tested 40 sites
around Kisatchie and all that. And
around Alexandria area where they had
e coli, salmonella and different diseases
that these hogs that carry. That was an
eye opening thing to the people. When
they read this, it came out in the paper
and they was wondering, you know,
what effect did their animals and
everything it had, I think {Audio
Inaudible}. These diseases from these
hogs are effecting all the animals around
the source. Squirreis, raccoons,
everything. It'goes even to the
migratory water fowls that come in to
these areas] the contact areas. So'thislis
starting to be an'eye opening thing. 1
don't know how you'are going to solve it
or what but it's going to'lead up to a big
decision people are going to have to
come with trying;to control these wild

hogs.

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION DRAFT MEETING MINUTES

this year and created, established a
Louisiana Hog Task Force to try to
focus in on that exact problem. The
Department even, through Secretary
Melancon, provided committed to some
funding in that regard. And already had
funding. So thank you for your

comments and

Ronald Coco:, {Audio Inaudible}
Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you, Agenda

Item No. 10./}ilo Consider Resolution to
Add Property to-!Il’eason Ridge Wildlife
Management Area.' Biclogist, Tommy

Tuma.

Tommy Tuma: Thank you Mr. Chair,

Commission Members. Actually I'm not
going to be presenting the formal
Resolution. I'm just here in an advisory
capacity to let you know that the
Department, the U.S. Army has made
available an additional 23,000 acres to
be included and managed as part of the
Peason Ridge WMA. For those who are
not familiar, Peason Ridge WMA is a
51,000 acre WMA in Vernon, Sabine

and Natchitoches Parishes. We are

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you Mr. Coco. entered in to an agreement with the U.S.

Ronald Coco:  They are just spreading that Army to have it operated as a Wildlife
much disease around, Management Area, Peason Ridge is a
Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you Mr. Coco. | little different because they also use it as
want to point out that the Department the Fort Polk Training Grounds so it
worked very closely with the Legislature makes the Resolution a little muddy
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when we're putting it together. Because
not only do users have to abide by our
Department's WMA's self-clearing
permits, you also need a daily military
clearance permit and they call the night
before. The U.S. Army provides a
phone number which is in our hunting
regulations. You call the night before
and they tell you whether the WMA is
all open, partially open or some areas
are just closed because the military
training exercises. So with the inclusion
of this property it will be 76,304 acres
and I will be coming next month to
present the formal resolution. 1 was jusé
giving you and the public a heads up
that we are going tohave a pretty
substantial amqun! of land bejadded to
Peason Ridge should/this Commission
approve theiResolution néx
mcl'.mth. Thank youifor your time.
Chairman! Y akupzack: Thankyou Mr.
Tuma. ‘Any questions or discussion
from the'Commission on that
item? Agendaltem No. 11: To Hear
and Consider Suggestions for Public
Hearing Dates for Cervid Carcass
Importation Ban. Mr. Bordelon.
Johnathan Bordelon:  Thank you Mr.
Chairman, Commissioners. Technical
difficulties. Thank you gentlemen. Yes,

sir. Basically with the Proposed Cervid

Carcass Importation Ban Public Meeting
Schedule, the dates, times and locations
are already listed. Basically this is
going to go in to the public registry on
August 20th, and because of that Public
Hearings must be held 35 - 40 days after
it goesin to the registry. That's required
b; lh'e Louisiana Administrative
Ci, ide:. So because of that we are kind of
tied to %_El;ose specific time frame and
dates and that's the dates we were left
with. We picked locations obviously
soiuhwast, south Louisiana, central and
north Louisiana, at this time. And we'll
doa news release to make the public
aware of these dates. Any
questions? Yes, sir. Four venues at this
time.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner
Courville,

Commissioner Courville: Mr. Bordelon, run
those dates. So currently we have a
Notice of Intent that's been passed by
this group, correct?

Johnathan Bordelon:  Correct.

Commissioner Courville: And we are in the
comment, amendment, potentially
period up until what point again?

Johnathan Bordelon: ~ Well originally
November 20, | mean originally it was
August 22,
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Commissioner Courville: Ok. And now we are
moving it anywhere?

Johnathan Bordelon:  It's going to be extended
due to these public hearing requests.

Commiissioner Courville: Ok. What date is that
again?

Johnathan Bordelon:  The registry date will be
August 20th. That's when this will go in
to the registry. And as a result, we will
be limited to 35 - 40 days post-registry
as required by the Louisiana
Administrative Code.

Commissioner Courville: Ok. So if I'm
understanding you right we neéd to take
some sort of action if we're changing
any of it by this September meeting?

Johnathan Bordelon: '[1 defer this question to
Mr. Ribbeck. ‘Thank you.

Yolanda Martin: It's no additional action. It's
just for;the public meetings. They are
held between days 35 and 40 after the
publication after the Notice of
Intent| And so that these, dates are
falling within the time frame prescribed
by the Administrative Cod-.

Commissioner Courville: 'Ok:, Thanks Ms.
Martin. Maybe if I can‘ask you another
question, Mr, Chairman.,

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner
Courville.

Commissioner Courville: If there's going to be

any changes [ want to make sure we

have time to make any changes before it
becomes law or a rule.

Yolanda Martin: He should come back to you
with a summary of the comments and
then you can have any amendments at
that time.

Wendy Brogdon: Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Yakupzack: Ms. Brogdon.

Wendy Brogdon: I understand where
Commigsioner, the point of his question
is once we'hold the public hearings and
if Z]l decision is n}ade as a result to
ch}mge the original NOI from the
original verbiage to make a substantive
change, it will require a potpourri to be
dorie &5, with the hunting rules and
regulat Lns. Another public hearing will
have'to be held in the same manner
where we allow people to comment on
the proposed changes that you're making
due to the public hearings.

Commissioner Courville: To the existing NOI,
that would be the law of the land at that
time,

Wendy Brogdon: Yes, sir. That is
correct. Yes. So it does, if changes, if
proposed changes are made to the
original verbiage of the NOI that was
published last month then it will add
additional time on to the end. If
substantive changes are proposed. It

resets it,

Page 44



LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION DRAFT MEETING MINUTES

August 4, 2016

Chairman Yakupzack: Ms. Martin, is that how
you -

Yolanda Martin: It resets it. It resets the notice
period.

Commissioner Courville: So we reset. We get
another extent before it becomes the law
of the land, right?

Chairman Yakupzack: So if there are changes
to an NOI, like with this NOI, like
within any NOJ, it could delay the
ultimate regulation being set. So we all
recognize that here today and we'll see
what comes out of these public meetings
and this Commission will consfc{er the
NOI fully and if it requires amenci{?ent
then we'll consider amendment then: | [s
my appreciation correg:t‘_?

Yolanda Martin: Yes.

Commissioner Courville: ‘Tthink I'm ok. As
long asime still have some time.' 'I'm
concerned abou ﬂh timing and all of
that but it sounds like ifiyou're good
withit,1'm good with it.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Manuel.

Commissioner Manuel; Johnathan; on most
issues we have more/than 4meetings in
areas. You go to 7 or'8, whatever it
is. Why are we only doing 4 for
this? This is a pretty contentious Notice
of Intent.

Johnathan Bordelon:  Well we picked areas

that we felt would give us good

distribution, you know, around the
state,

Commissioner Manuel: [s there a possibility to
have more?

Johnathan Bordelon: ~ You certainly could
request more. We are going to -
Commissionér Manuel: Well I'd like for you to

ioo in, [ don't know about the rest of
he, Gammission, but I'd like, me
personally, I'd like to see you look in to
doing some additional meetings. You
know, I don't kn? where. New
Orleans, for instance. ' Something like
that.

Randy I\q‘ﬁers: Commissioner Manuel. We
certainly could consider that, Obviously
we would have to do it within the time
frame, within those dates. If you have
any -

Commissioner Manuel: As soon as this meeting
is over, y'all can start deciding.

Randy Myers: If you have any specific
recommendation of where you'd like for
us to have one if we haven't covered
those bases then we'll have to consider
and see if we can make those
arrangements. Again, your point is -

Commissioner Manuel: The New Orleans area
would certainly be one. Somewhere
around the Baton Rouge area since so
many people going to Mississippi and

Alabama. You know you got hunters on
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both sides of the state, Minden is close, Commissioner Manuel: You agree with me,
I guess, close to the Texas line as you Joe?

there. You got Lafayette but you could Commissioner Sunseri: Mr. Chairman, | would

go to Fort Polk. Somewhere like

that. Just I think it would be best to
have a few more meetings to give those
people who are on the edge of the state

where they don't have to go so far.

Johnathan Bordelon:  Yes, sir. That wiil be

considered.

Chairman Yakupzack: Any other questions

from the Commission? We have a
public comment request from a Joe

Macaluso.

Joe Macaluso: I'm going to follow up on'Mr.

Manuel's proposal. In here they have
ignored the two major population areas
in the state. Tilere's no New Orleans. |
realize Mandeville is close but/guys get
off oti‘work at.5:00 and to gét o
Mandeville at g:()(t)", there's'going to be a
fittle bit of trouble for lzs'. guy from/Belle
Chasse. | And then Baton Rouge. We
had these'meetings every month but
making for businessmen aml‘l l‘for other
folks making a 9:30 meeting on a
Thursday is a little difficult. There's
none in Lake Charles and none in
Monroe, and that's two other major
metropolitan areas. So | would suggest,
like Mr, Manuel suggested, that this be
expanded. Thank you.

say possibly on the West Bank in New
Orleans the Alario Center would

probably be a good site.

Chairman Yakupzack: So we've heard Baton

Rouge, New Orleans, West Bank of
New! Orleans. I trust that the Wildlife
Section \I'ill refocus on those and see if
additional ‘méetings can be fit in to that
five day period and covered by the
appropriate staff. Thank you

gu’ys. Next on the Agenda would be
Agenda Item 12, I'd like to pause for a
moment and go back to be in a point of
clarity on’Agenda No. 10. It was listed
asan'Action Item, we heard from the
Department that this certain Resolution
to add 23,300 acres to Peason Ridge
Wildlife Management Area required
some additional consideration before the
Department was ready to present to this
Commission for approval. So we will
consider that in September. Ms. Martin,
do we, is it appropriate for us to take

action to pass that to September?

Yolanda Martin: Take action to pass on the

item,

Commissioner Courville: So move to consider

the Resolution at the September

meeting.
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Commissioner Manuel: Second that we pass.

Chairman Yakupzack: Ok. So we got a motion
by Mr. Courville and a second by
Commissioner Manuel, Any public
comment? All in favor?

All:  Yea.

Chairman Yakupzack: Any opposed? Hearing
no opposition we'll pass to consider the
Resolution listed in Agenda Item 10 at
the September Commission
Meeting. Agenda Item No. 12: Set
December 2016 Meeting Date,

Commissioner Manuel: Mr. Chairman. Last
year we moved the December mee‘ing
to Lake Charles. I would suggest we
move it again this year to
somewhere, Monroé A!iexandria, New
Orleans. It don't matter to me. |Just
have it somewhere.where we can all
duck hunting before the|meeting-and
move it to after'lunch.

Chairman ?(akupzack: We certainly go {5 oré
months to consider that and if you want,
to refine your, proposal for next meeting
and we'l take it up then.

Commissioner Manuel: We can!do it then?

Chairman Yakupzack: Yeah.

Commissioner Manuel: That's fine.

Chairman Yakupzack: Today what's important
is the date. We can adjust the location

next month.

Commissioner Manuel: The date is the
December what? December Ist, that's
going to be during the split, huh?

Chairman Yakupzack: The 8th would be the
split as [ appreciate it. Where's Larry?

Commissioner Manuel: Well we can still go
some}}rﬁere. We can go fishing that
morning.

Chairman Sqakupzack: The first Thursday is
December, 1st. So we're going to, the
meeting wil‘ ¢ held on December
Ist. Somewhere at some time and we
will brovide that inl‘phnation as soon as
Commissioner Manuel refines his
r‘équest.

ommissiénLr anuel: Unless we can change
e seamns again,

Chairman Yakupzack: Now I come to Agenda
No. 14 and this meeting is adjourned. 1
need one motion.

Commissioner Courville: So moved.

Chairman Yakupzack: Motion from

Commissioner Courville,

MEETING ADJOURNED
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CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Yakupzak: Call to order. Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission September
1, 2016 Meeting. Commissioner Samani, will
you please lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance?
Commissioner Samani: ! pledge allegiance to
the flag of the United States of America, and to
the republic for which it stands, one nation,
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and Justice
for All.

Chairman Yakupzak: Ms. Angela Thomas, will
you please call the roll?

Angela Thomas: Bart Yakupzack.
Chairman Yakupzak: Here.
Angela Thomas: Chad Courville.
Commissioner Courville: Here:
Angela Thomas: Bill Hogan.
Commissioner Hogan: Here.
Angela Thomas; Pat Mantel,
Angela Thomas: Bobby Samanie.
Commissioner Samani: Here.
Angela Thomas: Jerri Smitko.
Commissioner Smitko: Here.
Angela Thomas: Al Sunseri.
Commissioner Sunseri: Here.

Angela Thomas: Mr. Chairman, there are 6
Commissioners in attendance. We have a

quorum. Secretary Melancon is also present
today.

Chairman Yakupzak: Thank you, Ms.
Thomas. Agenda ltem No. 4: Adoption of the
July 07, 2016 Commission Meeting Minutes.

Commissioner Courville: Mr. Chairman, | have
a comment

Chairman!Yakupzak: Commissioner Courville.

Commissionetb Gourville: Ireceived an email
that I assume was]shared with everybody and it
gave me pause. My preference would be that we
defer Agenda Items 4 and:5' and consider those
at the Ocigbier meeting. Doiive need a

motioq?i That was my motion is that we move to
defer those to the October meeting.

Chaijrman Yakupzak: Ms. Martin, we got a
request by Commissioner to defer Agenda ltem
4 and|subsequently Item 5 when it comes up for
consideration to be considered in the October
meeting. Do we require a motion or can we
simply defer those for adoption at that meeting?

Yolanda Martin: If there's no objection from the
Commission, you can proceed accordingly.

Chairman Yakupzak: Any objection to
deferring these to the October meeting? Let the
record be notated that Agenda Items 4 and 5,
Adoption of July and August Commission
Meeting Minutes will be deferred to the October
Commission Meeting. Agenda Item No.

6: Commission Special Announcements /
Personal Privilege. Hearing none, moving on.

! See Exhibit 1 attached hereto and made a part
hereof
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Agenda Item No. 7: Enforcement Reports of
August, 2016.2 Captain Edward Skena.

Captain Skena: Good morning Mr. Chairman
and Members of the Commission, For the
month of August, we had 6 boating incidents, 3
injuries and O fatalities. 577 written citations,
358 written warnings and 17 public

assists. Inside your folder you'll find some news
releases from some noteworthy cases that were
made last month. Here's a synopsis of those
news releases. Agents received a complaint
about closed season shrimping in Lake Borgne
near the Rigolets in St. Bernard Parish. Upon
arrival, 4 Mississippi residents were cited for
trawling in a closed season. 6,100 pounds of
shrimp were seized and sold. In addition to the
criminal fines, each subject faces 40 hours of
community service and the court may revoke or
suspend the violators gear licenses for one|year
from the date of the conviction. During such
revocation or suspension, the violator will'only
be allowed to harvest shrimp from a vessel
equipped with a vessel monitoring

system. Enforcement agents arrested 3 St.
Bernard Parish residents] for taking oysters
during illegal hours and fie unlawfully; taking
oysters from state water bottoms. One of the
subjects was also cited for failing to/comply
with persorial flotafion device requirements, no{
possessing a fire extinguisher, failureito have
proper nayigation lights, failure to polsess
commercial/licenses, failure to Eomply withithe
Department of;Health and Hospmf‘s log book
requirements as it pertains to oysters and not
having the required.vessel sanitation
requirements fulfilled| Agents retimed the
illegally taken oysters togtl;le watelz,}seized one
oyster dredge and a forfeiture drder was placed
on the vessel until disposition"by the court. In
addition to those criminal fines, each subject
faces 40 hours of community service, forfeiture
of their oyster harvester license for up to one
year and only allowed to harvest oysters from a
vessel equipped with a vessel monitoring

2 See Exhibit 2 attached hereto and made a part
hereof

system. Two Louisiana men were ordered to
pay a total of $38,776.00 in criminal fines for
deer hunting violations that occurred in February
of 2016 in East and West Feliciana

Parishes. The 2 subjects were also ordered to
pay a total of $6,498.00 in civil restitution to the
Department for the replacement value of the
illegally taken deer. Agents received a
complaint about the subjects illegally harvesting
deer and beéhan an investigation. The
investigation revealed that the subjects illegally
killed'deerjfrom February 1st through February
8th'by ) h}g:deer during a closed season and
illegal hours, hinting from a moving vehicle and
taking deer from ajpublic road. Additionally the
subjects were cited for, possession for illegally
taken deer, intentional concealment of illegally
taken wildlife, failing to comply with deer
tdgging regulations and discharging a firearm
from a public road. One rifle‘was seized and
each'subjects’ hunting privileges were revoked
for 5 years. The 2 were also cited for illegal
deer hunting activities in East Baton Rouge and
Livingston Parishes. The 2 men have yet to
appear in,court for those charges. During the
August!flobd; agents worked in the following
parishes conducting search and rescue

missions: Tangipahoa, Livingston, Washington,
St. Helena, East Baton Rouge, Iberia, Lafayette,
E;lst Feliciana, West Feliciana, Vermilion,
Acadian, St. Landry and Ascension

Parishes. Enforcement agents rescued 3,166
people and 612 pets. This concludes the
Enforcement Report unless there are any
questions.

Chairman Yakupzak: Any questions for Captain
Skena? Thank you Captain Skena.

Captain Skena: Thank you, sir.

Chairman Yakupzak: Agenda Item No.
8: Consideration of a Resolution to Commend
the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
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Fisheries, Enforcement Division.* Commissioner
Al Sunseri.

Commissioner Sunseri: Thank you Mr.
Chairman. Members of the Commission and
people in the audience. After having come up to
Denham Springs and Baton Rouge following the
rain and flooding situation had occurred earlier
in August and seeing all the damage and
everything and watching news reports, 1 felt it
was a good idea to put together a Resolution to
the Department for its good work. If it’s ok with
the Chairman, I'd like to read the Resolution to
everyone right now.,

Chairman Yakupzak: Please do.

Commissioner Sunseri: Thank you.
{Commissioner Sunseri, reading aloud the
Resolution to Commend the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries,
Enforcement Division}

“To commend the Lozustana Department of
Wildlife and F :sher;es Enfbrc!ement
Division, Office of Eisheries, Oﬂ‘ ce of
Wildlife, Office of the, Secrelaty andits
dedicated persomrel for their ou!srandmg
and exemp qarts duringithe Sekent

histo u'} ﬂoa

WHEREAS, after unprei:e%ented rainfall in
a very short period of time, portions of|
Louisiana éfperienced serious flooding,
power outages, I'oad clasures‘Land other
catastrophic damage As aresult of this
historic flood, during a four day,span
August of 2016, decimated several
Louisiana parishes, mat‘?y cz{:‘es and the
homes and businesses of countless citizens;
and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries Enforcement
Division, agents performed search and

? See Exhibit 3 attached hereto and made a part
hereof

rescue operations that helped save 3,152
people and 612 pets from flood waters
between August 13-17, 2016; and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries Enforcement Division
agenis have participated and performed
exceptionally well in search and rescue
missions for hurricanes Rita, Gustav, ke
and Isalc: as well as other localized
ﬂaodmg events, including the March 2016
flooding occurrence in Louisiana; and

WHEM earch and rescue missions in
populated areas are inherently more
dangerous than those that take place in
navigable waterWays; and in spite of severe
weather and unusual urban and suburban
ter, a}ns, countless undetwater obstacles,
aid yery little preparauonfor time, the
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and

i
Fi lshérres Enforcement division persevered
in per;fam ng these outstanding missions
with littiE 4o no sleep both day and night;
g

WHERFEAS, more than seven trillion gallons
of water fell over eight days with some
Louisiana communities receiving more than
22 inches of rain; and

WHEREAS, thirteen lives were lost, an
estimated 8110 million in agricultural losses
sustained, and 60,000 homes in Louisiana
were flooded and damaged; and

WHEREAS, Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries Enforcement
Division's August flood rescue statistics
included the following efforts by parishes
affected:

Tangipahoa 303 people and 108 animals
Washington 3 people

Livingston 214 people and 82 animals
St. Helena 235 people

East Baton Rouge 1,442 people and 230
animals
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Iberia 41 people and 3 animals
Lafayette 837 people and 114 animals
East Feliciana 49 people and 5 animals
West Feliciana 2 people

Vermilion 98 people and 28 animals
Acadia 24 peaple and 4 animals

St. Landry 22 people and 14 animals
Ascension 90 peaple and 19 pets

Total 3,152 people, 612 pets; and

WHEREAS, Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries, Office of Fisheries,
Office of Wildlife, Office of the Secretary
and its personnel throughout the entire
event, despite their own personal hardships,
provided unwavering support to the citizens
and communities in desperate need of
assistance; and

WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the
Secretary of the Department of wildii ifeland
Fisheries that the Louisiana Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission recognize the
exceptional performances af the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife apd !';‘ isheries,
Enforcement D:v:szon bﬂ' ice of Ftshenes
Office of Wildlife, Oﬁ' ice of the Secretary
and its personnel durmg this unprecedented
Mooding event; and

WHEREAS, it is rgre j;:i-ther recommendation
of the Secretary of the Dépar!men} of
dehfe émd Fisheries thét the Louisiaha
Wildlife and F isheries Cammrss:on
acknawledge d extend its heartfelr
gratitude for the Louisiana Deparrmenr of
Wildlife and Fisheries, E:qforcefnént
Division, Office of F tsher:es, Oﬂ' ce of
Wildlife, Office of the Secretary and its
personnel’s tireless labor and devotion to
the citizens of Louisiana while in harm's

way.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the
Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission do hereby acknowledge, honor
and commend all personnel, agents, or other

employees of the Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries who served beyond
the call of duty, for their bravery,
dedication, and persistence in searching for,
rescuing, and otherwise assisting our
citizens with finding safety for themselves,
their families, and their pets; and for giving
comfort and aid to the distressed citizens of
Louisiana,

BE URTHER RESOLVED, that the
Secré}a of the Department of Wildlife and
Ij'rsherles and the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commissio;: graciously thank all personnel,
agents, or other. employees of the Lovisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries for all
that they do for fhe State of Louisiana.”

Thank youIMr. Chairman, I\]/J[embers of the
Commission.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you
Gommissioner Sunseri, I'd like to open the floor
for}aimotion {o adopt this Resolution as read.
Commissioner Courville: So moved.
Commissioner Hogan: Second.

Chairman Yakupzak: A motion

by Commissioner Courville, a second

by Commissioner Hogan. All in favor.

All: Yea.

Chairman Yakupzak: Any opposed? Hearing
no opposition, motion passes.

Commissioner Courville: Excuse me, Mr.
Chairman. | think a round of applause is in
order.

{Applause}

Chairman Yakupzak: Thank you,

again, Commissioner Sunseri for doing such a

nice job of documenting such a serious and
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exemplary action by this Department. 1 want to
suspend the rules for just a second. I'd be remiss
if I didn't go back to something that I normally
would have held for Special Announcements or
Personal Privilege. But I'd like to recognize
from LSU the school of Renewable Natural
Resources, Dr. Luke Laborde is here today with
his Natural Resources Policy class. As you all
know this board, this commission, is charged
with policy making and budgetary control so
what an important aspect of state

government. We've always considered Dr.
Laborde and LSU a cooperator with this
Department and, certainly, a friend. So thank
you, Dr. Laborde, for being here. And to the
students who came today, thank you all for
participating. We are happy to have you

here. Moving along. Agenda Item No. 9, we
are going to hear Consideration of Resolution to
Add Property to Peason Ridge Wlldhfq
Management Area.* We are going to hear from
Biologist, Tommy Tuma.

Tommy Tuma: Good mommg ll\/l’r Chair and
other Members of the Commlssmn Appreciate
your time. I'm here tof.'la:,r to present and request
adoption of a Resolution adding certain property
to the Peason Ridge Wildlife anagement
Area. This Resqllst on is to confirmthe
selection of fands acquired by MOA and
subseqlil!gInt licenses from the U.S. Army
comprising 23,300 acres, more or less including
all water bottdms located within the sa:d
boundaries of the, WMA to be added to the
Peason Ridge WMA If you ook o the map,
the yellow is the ex:stmg WMA

boundary Everythmgmred is what's covered
in this Resolution. It willlbe included and added
to Peason Ridge. You can see that'there are
several inholdings so it’s very strategic in the
U.S. Army. They use it as the training area so
their acquisition was very strategic to kind of fill
in of the existing Peason Ridge and add more
property adjacent to it. This Resolution also
reaffirms the current selection of 51,004 acres,

“ See Exhibit 4 attached hereto and made a part
hereof

more or less, including all water bottoms
contained within the WMA. With addition of
these acres, Peason Ridge WMA is now 74,304
acres, more or less, and it is located in Vernon,
Sabine and Natchitoches Parishes. And I ask
you for favorable consideration of the
Resolution with the attachments.

Chairman Yakupzak: Thank you Mr.
Tuma. AI}Y qgestlon or discussion with regard
to this Agenda item? Commissioner Sunseri,

Commissioner,Sunseri: Mr. Chairman, I'd like
to move thlSzRBSOlUtIOII and all documents
favorably

Commissioner Samani: T:second.

Chairman Yakupzak: We'v:igot a motion

by Commissioner Sunseri and a second

by Commissioner Samani to adopt

the Resolution as presented, as written. Is there
any public comment? I'd like to make a
comment before|the vote of the

Co‘r]nmlts!swn oting it was unfortunate that this
Department ithat we weren't able to consider a
relationship with the landowner on a very
popular WMA in North Louisiana called
Jackson Bienville. 1 have to comment that the
Department went above and beyond and tried
very hard to make that situation work and for
reasons beyond the Department's control it was
not in the cards for that to continue to be a
WMA. 1recognize that was about 25,000 acres
and this, although our state's sportsman will
have to work around the activities of the Fort,
which I have to say now is a lot more convenient
through website, through the internet than
before, it used to be you would drive up to the
Fort. You'd have to go on a Friday from
wherever you lived to that area to find out if you
could even hunt there the next Saturday. Now
that's available online and much more accessible
and convenient. So to end my point, it is that
this is 23,000 acres that will now be available
and the Department's proud to be able to offer
that to the sportsman of this state and we hope
that sportsman can enjoy it much in the same
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ways they enjoyed Jackson Bienville. Unless
anyone else has anything else, I'd like to hear all
those in favor.

All: Yea.

Chairman Yakupzak: Any opposed? Hearing
no opposition, Resolution passes. Thank you
Mr. Tuma.

Tommy Tuma: Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzak: Agenda Item No. 10,
again from Biologist Tommy

Tuma. Consideration of a Resolution to Add
Property to Tunica Hills Wildlife Management
Area’

Tommy Tuma: Yes, sir. Mr, Chair and
Commissioners. Secondly, I request adoption,of
a Resolution adding certain property to the
Tunica Hills Wildlife Management Area. In
your packets you have the Resolution. | reg}‘e
to inform you that based ?nfthe information [
just received from Assistant Secretary;,‘ Randy
Myers, the acreage is aclually over 600!, So we

; . I
will make those ad_justmeq{s and correct
that Resolution and get that fotiyou, Chairman
Yakupzak tojsign!’|Lthink our Genéral
Counsel, Yolanda Martin; will kind of head that
up. SoT'lljust modify my presentation to say
this Resolution is to confirm the selection of the
lands acquired by MOU from the Louisiana
Department of Culture, Recreatioﬁ and Tourism,
Office of State Parks; comprising 600 acres,
more or less, incIudi}lg all water boHoms located
within said boundaries, to.be managed
exclusively as a WMA, ortoibe lmi}naged
exclusively as Tunica Hills
WMA. This Resolution also reaffirms the
current selection of 5,906 acres, more or less,
including water bottoms contained within the
WMA boundary. With the addition of these
acres, Tunica Hills Wildlife Management Area
will now be 6,500, more or less, and it’s located

* See Exhibit 5 attached hereto and made a part
hereof

in West Feliciana Parish. And, again, I do not
have a map. I'm sorry about that. Since the
adjustments and the -- we'll provide a map, or
our GIS or our Land Assessment Lab will, but [
ask for your favorable consideration of

this Resolution with the amended attachments,

Commissioner Samani: So moved.

Chairman Yakupzak: Motion by Commissioner
Samani:

Commissioner, Courville: Second.

Chairman Yakupzak;, Second by Commissioner
Courviile. Any public’comment? Would you
come up front and state your name?

Bailey, J{qnes: My name is BLigéy Jones. I'm
with the'R&R Department from LSU. [ don't
believe any of you will be opposed to this but |
do believelit’s a great Resolution. With the
col}ﬁge studenté, Tunica Hills has become very
poplilar and I think it’s very important that we
spend'ir; 3II'.-’s become a really great thing, so |
think it’s areally great Resolution that you guys
are hopefully going to pass. Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzak: Thank you very much for
your support and comments. I do want to note
that [ recognize that there's a typo and that we
can work through that. I want to encourage if
this Commission doesn't have an objection and
we've got a motion on the table that it is
important that we pass this subject to the
typographical error being corrected because we
are on the eve of hunting season and this is an
additional 600 acres that would become
available to the public at this management area
on October 1st when [ think some very popular
hunting seasons open. Commissioner
Courville.

Commissioner Courville: Mr. Tuma, for the
press release, you're going to have an attached
map that goes with this, right? At some point.
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Tommy Tuma: Yes, sir.

Commissioner Courville; Before going out, you
maybe can have an updated Tunica map.

Tommy Tuma: Yes, sir. Assistant Secretary
Randy Myers just handed me this. So our GIS
guys will digitize it and they'll show the existing
WMA boundary and include the addition.

Commissioner Courville: Ok, great. And then
you can include all of that in the press release
that will go out at some point.

Tommy Tuma: Correct. Yes, sir. We certainly
will.

Commissioner Courville: Thank you.
Chairman Yakupzak: Commissioner Supseﬁ.

Commissioner Sunseri: Mr. Chairman, we can
probably just strike in the second "Whereas" and
the fourth "Whereas" and puli the/correct
numbers. Is that right?

Tommy Tuma: Yes, sir. That's what we'll
do. And then we'll modify the attachmelﬁts.

Commissioner Sunseri:'|What is that number
again,jusl for the record?

Tommy Tuma; 258 plus 339, so that's -- that's
the two tracts. They're adjacent to one

another. They acquired them in tracts and that's
how the legal descriptions come to us/so one
tract is 258 acres and the'other one i5 339, So
it's going to be over 600 acres

Randy Myers: We need to make sure you're
comparing survey and deed compared to what
our GIS map is saying. That's why we know it's
over 600 acres but when we get the exact we'll
have to compare those numbers. Because
sometimes what vou get deeded and what GIS is
showing depends on where you actually put that

line. So we'll make sure that that's corrected and
get the correct acreage to you.

Commissioner Sunseri: So this Resolution that
would be the only changes to it. That
acreage. That's correct?

Tommy Tuma: Correct.

Commlssmnier Sunseri: That's good. Thank you
very muthi Mr. Tuma.

Chairman akupzak I'd also like to comment
that 1 recogmze that this transfer, assignment of
land, comes from, as Mr. Tuma stated, the
Louisiana Departm'bnt f Culture, Recreation
and Tourism, Office o State Parks. So I'd like
to, on behalf of the Commlssmn thank that
agency o for workmg together with this agency to
proylde maximum opportunity for our sportsman
of our state. If there's no other comment.

Secretary Melancon: Mr. Chairman?

ChairmanlYakupzak: Secretary Melancon,
please.

Secretary Melancon: [ want to note that former
Secretary Barham, who heads up State Parks
now, has been working with us to look at those
properties that are underutilized that they will
not be able to financially maintain so that we can
see if we can pick up additional acreage going
forward. So I'd like to commend he and CRT
for that.

Chairman Yakupzak: Thank you Secretary
Melancon. All those in favor of the motion on
the floor to adopt this Resolution, as amended.

All: Yea.
Chairman Yakupzak: Any opposed? Hearing
no opposition, motion to adopt the Resolution,

as amended, passes. Agenda Item No. 11. We'll
hear from Biologist Jeff Marx. We will receive
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and consider a Notice of Intent for the
Abandoned Crab Trap Removal Program.®

Jeff Marx: Good morning Mr. Chairman and
Commissioners. Thanks for your time this
morning. I'm here to discuss today our derelict
crab trap removal program and some of the 2017
recommendations that we have this year.
Basically what you have before you, the Notice
of Intent, is going to modify the openings or the
closed areas for crab trap closures so we can
pick up derelict or abandoned crab trap gear.
The Commission has to designate the area of the
trap closure. Also who will pick up the traps,
disposal sites and dates of the trap closure. As
y'all remember in July, you passed a Resolution
to alter the Blue Crab Harvest Rules and
Regulations by having a 30 day closure starting
the 3rd Monday in February for 30 days and to
restrict the harvest of immature females! [This
closure, what we are doing here is going qlgi_{f
the Department the authority to collect crab/traps
at that time. We are going to work on getting
some authorization, most llkely in the future,
about if we do have a seasonal closure to the use
of crab traps of comméreial harvest'is to
automatically build in an authorization f for us to
pick up traps during that clos'l}re cause it may be
a different month in the future: ' We don'f know.
So here are %he histaric|crab trap closure date
sites. Thls past season we had two different
clean- ups, both resulting in'a lﬂtal of 2,500 traps
removed from2 different areas,, The first'one
we had was in E.ake Pontchartram_;Basm. We
worked with Lake}TPontchartrain Basin
Foundation and the'CCA. Collected 1,386 traps
in that area. There was'allot of help. I]t was a
good clean-up. The Lake'Pontchartrain Basin
Foundation did a lot of wor!lc after the volunteer
day during the 14 day closure that we had, or 10
days I think it was. They worked extremely
hard with our Department personnel, as well.
The next trap clean-up was in the Barataria
Basin. This is a shot from it. You can see we
had a lot of traps there, as well. In that area we

¢ See Exhibit 6 attached hereto and made a part
hereof

worked with Barataria Terrebonne National
Estuary Program, the CCA and we actually had
a couple of commercial crabbers come and assist
us on the volunteer day, which was a big help.
You can see in this shot, the gentleman on the
right is one of the commercial crabbers. Those
guys have the gear and the vessels to do a lot of
work, catch a lot of trap. They know the area
best and I think that's a good thing to get those
commercial| f‘ shermen involved. So a big thanks
out to all/those folks that helped with those
clean:ups: ' So on to next year, on to February of
20177, Since we already have the closure in
place pendmg ltsi approval by the House and
Senate througthelr Natural Resource
Committees, we're'going to look at having two
separate closures, 16 day,closures which is
allowed in;56. We're ahqv&ed for 16 days to
close geog;raphncal areas oﬁ{he state. So you see
there, ilie East part would closé February 20th,
whibhiis the third Monday in February, and then
it would last for 16 days. Then on the West side
of' the state! We would close March 6th, that
vqould gol6 days for the last 30 days of that

osure!;:So baswally what you're looking at,
vo'lunteeiidaypmse, we would try and have in
the East, probably partnering with some other
agencies. Either Parish governments, St.

ernard Parish has given some interest in to
holding some clean-ups. Most likely that'd be
that first Saturday of the closure, February 25th,
with a fallback Saturday, March the 4th, in case
of bad weather. So basically what would
happen, that area would close, any remaining
traps are considered abandoned, LDWF, or
designees, may retrieve traps. If we appoint
Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation again, for
example, they could have a clean-up area for
themselves and work it. Traps can be removed
half an hour before sunrise to one half hour afier
sunset. The traps are supposed to be destroyed
so they can't be possessed outside of the closure
area. Traps must be brought to designated
disposal sites and those we are going to do as the
time period gets closer, We don't know what,
where we may be having volunteer days, where
we may be doing actual clean-ups, Thereisa
shot of the area close-up. The reason we did it
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in this two big chunks is we have 3 regional
offices; one in Lacombe and two of our regions
work out of New Orleans. Basically down in
Barataria and the lower part of the Pontchartrain
Basin. So we'll have 3 offices working, cleaning
up at that time, all over really. The second
closure will be to the West. Again from March
6th to March 21st. The volunteer day would be
March 11th, that's the first Saturday of that 16
day closure. Same rules apply. Remaining crab
traps are considered abandoned, LDWF is
allowed to pick them up, or our designees, and
then they'll be brought to designated disposal
sites. And that is a shot, again, of the area. At
this time, 1'd like to take any questions you may
have about the closure. I'd be happy to answer
any questions you have.

Chairman Yakupzak: Any questions for Mr.
Marx? What's the pleasure of this Commission?

Commissioner Courville: 1 move to move
forward with the Notice of Intent.

Chairman Yakupzak: The motion on, the floor (0
adopt the Notice of Infent as written by
Commissioner Courville

Commissioner;Samani: | second.

Chairmian Yakupzak: A 'second by
Commissioner Samani. Do v‘.’e have any, public
comment on this item? No publlc comment. All
those in favor?

All: Yea.
Chairman Yakupzak: Any 'opposed? Hearing
no opposition, motion passes.! Thank you Mr.

Marx.

Jeff Marx: Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzak: Agenda Item No. 12: To
Receive the 2016 Oyster Stock Assessment’
from Biologist Steve Beck.

Steve Beck: Thank you Commissioners. I'm
going to summarize here the results of the 2016
oyster stock assessment sampling efforts we
conducted. An overview of the presentation,
basically we are going over the historical
harvest, ouf: Mmanagement goals, the oyster stock
size for, t}ué year, how that stock size differs
across(the state and then conclude with our this
year's| oyster season recommendations. So when
wyou'look at this past year's oyster harvest you
can see we are above the long term average. So
this graph shows pounds of meat harvested in
m L] It

millions by year. So CIos, the "X" axis is year
and it's split by public and private landings. So
the, blackibars indicate Iandiggs from private
leases and the white bars indicate landings from
public grounds. You can see this year we have
record prl\?ate landings and an increase in public
landings over last year. We are looking at this
dala:, There's somethings that can contribute to
thg record levelsthat we are seeing. Cne of

which could be possible reporting of mini-stacks
as standard stacks which could inflate our
estimates. There could be more licenses being
’s;old. There could be a larger percentage of
oyster men reporting landings with an actual
license number not changing. And our
economist is looking closer in to this, Jack
{saacs, and he should have a report available
soon. When we manage this resource, our goals
are to conserve and promote the wise use of this
resource. Essentially we provide seed oysters
for transplant to private leases and sack oysters
for market sales. The goals that we look at are
often more long term compared to short term, so
we are always hoping for more oysters next
year, which might mean taking less oysters this
year. How do we manage? When it comes
down to it, most directly is cultch planting.
That's actuaily adding oyster habitat to the
water, provides a place for oysters to settle and

7 See Exhibit 7 attached hereto and made a part
hereof
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grow. Followed by harvest restrictions, sack
limits, etc., and gear restrictions. A lot of this
depends on enforcement so we can set the rules
but if the rules aren't followed the effectiveness
is severely decreased. Each year we recommend
seasons and we can break up those seasons by
area and type of harvest. And then finally, the
crux of our management is the biological
sampling. What we do to actually determine our
stock size. With that our stock assessment
sampling is always done in July. We currently
have 112 sampling sites across the coast and that
equates to about 560 individual samples. The
goal of this sampling is to get a representative
coverage of an area and to provide us an index
so which we can follow trends. While the
absolute value of the stock might differ, the
trends are very important. And with that we
want to make sure that our stations stay
representative so we'll observe the fleet! /Ifithey
are fishing in an area that we are not sampling,
we will explore that area. We conduct extra
sampling on our own and we shift stations and
add stations, if needed, to better, characterize that
resource. So the results ofjthis y%ai‘s stock
assessment show that we had another:year of
decrease by 19% from the previous year. If you
look at the long term average! our stock is about
72% below tlul: long term avergg!e ; One proble]m
of looking at|long term averages i‘sl that the more
bad year: 'you have the lower your long term
average!| It's called shifting base line. ' That's one

. L i T TN
thing to be'cautious about when looking at the
long term average. Now this graph, since 20&0
includes Sabine Lake estimates. We weren't
sampling Sabine Lake before 2010, 50 these
recent years are actuall ‘ larger than they should
be compared to the previous years. So when

. freateey o,

you remove Sabine Lake the situation is a little
lower than when you include it."' We are kind of
flat lined compared to 2015 across the rest of the
state and we are even lower, 81% below the long
term average. This graph is basically the same
thing, only split up by seed and sack
oysters. Seed oysters abundance is the black
bars and the line represents sack oysters. This
data includes Sabine Lake data from 2010
on. You can see we have a slight decrease

overall in seed and sack and, as well,
total. Once you remove Sabine Lake, we are
actually pretty flat line compared to last
year, You can see once the stock size gets very
low one area of high abundance can really drive
the state wide trends. We break up our
management in to our field offices. We have
essentially 7 CSAs and 5 field offices and each
manager is involved with organizing these
sampling effarts and is very knowledgeable in
their particular area. When you break the sack
assissmalﬁi?up by these areas you can see this
graglll, start \%ith the red. The red blocks indicate
areas where We saw a decrease in abundance
from last year. 'l:}'ll”ei%reen blocks indicate where
we saw an increaselif abundance. So you can
see most areas for seed{and sack oysters were
declined as opposed to la tiyear. The green
areas are much fewer, The'Seed percentage
column, the proportion of that-resource as it
relates/to the total state. So you can see Area |
North h‘qids about 55 percent of the total state

: ide seed resource. So this is just another way
tollook at that' |The bar graphs show the
proportion that each area contributes to the total
whole. Y'ou can see most of the resources locate
in Mississippi Sound. You can see Calcasieu
and Sabine has a lot of resource but that's, again,
driven by the abundant resource in Sabine
L’ake. An overall summary of our stock
assessment, by area, | can go in to detail in any
of these areas, if requested. We saw an overall
decrease in 19%. Area | North in Hackberry
Bay, those areas were near long term
average. Most of our resource is Mississippi
Sound. We saw substantial decline in Sister
Lake. The lowest levels we observed in 30
years. Calcasieu Lake, the East side has been
closed for the past 5 - 6 years and we're slightly
recovering. We've tweaked our sampling a little
over there, we've added a station. So recovery is
kind of an exaggeration, but we are seeing
slightly more resource on that side. West Cove
has been harvested in the past. The fleet has
been concentrated in West Cove and we've seen
declines over the past 5 - 6 years. Even though
last year we decreased the sack limit and had
decreased harvest, we still saw a decline in the
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stock this year and the harvest percentage has
gone way up, which is a warning sign. Red flag,
if you will. So with that, our season
recommendations by area are as follows: For
Area | North we are proposing opening all the
public seed grounds East of the River, North of
MRGO, except Drum Bay, on September
7th. And that'd be for bedding only. And then
we would re-open this area to sacking only on
November 14th. The thought with doing it that
way was to allow oyster men in there to work
the resource, turn the shell over, get some
resource before the spat set so then we'd have
some rest time in-between the market season to
allow some oyster grow and recovery. We're
out there sampling today. We're prepared to
delay. We've gotten reports of mortality from
oyster men. We've seen some indications in
some brief sampling but our full regularly
scheduled sampling is today. We're goingito get
some results at the end of the day so we'may be
prepared to delay the opening of that area 1f' we
see mortalities are a large spat set. Area 1
South, we are proposing to close those areas of:
the river South of MRGO; |{lhe resource in that
area is extremely limited. |We are ‘down to 3%
]

our historical level in that area, most oﬁthe reef
has been degraded to scattered, shell hash or is
buried all together.. We saw gxl'remely llow
resource limited fo justabove Mozambique
Point and way out into the bay. So'very little
resours observed there and so, that's why.I'm
recommending a full closure inthat area.! Then
we're require& by, law to open the American
Bay, Bay Long area as a sacking only area.
That's specified in the law that we will open that

1
to sacking. We propose to open that November
14", despite little resourcelin the area. Little
Lake and Barataria Bay, moving Gver to that
area, we recommend a full closure for those two
areas due to little to no resource. Hackberry
Bay, we discussed this at the Oyster Taskforce
and we went with their recommendation of a
1-day bedding season on November 14 and then
after that day it'd be open to sacking. Moving
westward, Lake Tambour, Lake Chien and Lake
Felicity and Deep Lake, we recommend a full
closure due to little to no resource present. Most

resources located on small Lake Chien cultch
plant. Sister Lake, as [ mentioned, has
extremely low amount of resource, the lowest in
30 years. However, this is also its typical
biannual closure. It typically closes every other
year and this is one of those years. We
definitely support keeping that closed this year.
And we were going to propose opening Bay
Junop and the Lake Mechant area on
September,7./|We're going to watch those areas
closely.sThey typically don't have very much
production, but they've never had very much
production, so we'll likely close those areas
relatwely qu!cl?ly And the Vermillion

tchafalaya Bay. area, we propose opening
September 7. This afea also has typically very
low production but we also see mortality before
,tlhat but most of the seed, nysters can get to
ms}rket ?IZB 50 we propose apening that to allow
oysterfin the area to make some use of that seed
if the oysters are gomg to die off anyway. And
due to the situation we've seen in Calcasieu
Lake, the coﬂ}lnued declines and the larger
percent harvest that we've observed, we
recommend a full'closure of Calcasieu Lake as
well as Sabme Lake. And some additional
recommendations that we're including to help
enforce sack limits., These first four items are
the same as last year but we added two more, so
I'll just go through them. Number 1 is no sacks
or other containers allowed on bedding vessels.
Number 2, vessels are prohibited from
harvesting seed and market on the same day.
When harvesting on public grounds, all oysters
on board are deemed to have been taken from
the private ground or public ground. Cargo
vessels are not subject to the possession limits
and are not allowed to harvest at the same time.
These two new ones that enforcement requested
that we include are prior to leaving the public
grounds. All oysters must be sacked, tagged and
recorded in a log book. If a vessel is located on
seed ground at night, it must have all dredges
unshackled. We implemented those last year for
the brief Sister Lake spring season that we
opened up. This enables enforcement to do their
job. Sothat's it. [ have more detailed
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information on any particular area. And with
that I will take any questions.

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Sunseri?

Commissioner Sunseri: Thank you Mr.,
Chairman. And thank you Steve for the report,
At this time, no questions, but [ wanted to ask
did the chairman of the Oyster Taskforce put a
card in to speak?

Chairman Yakupzack: That's correct. If the
Commission doesn't have any questions for
Biologist Steve Beck right now, what [ would
recommend, if there's no opposition with the
Commission, that I've got multiple public
comments on this issue. I suggest that we take
public comments first before any motion
practice pursues.

Commissioner Sunseri: 1 appreciate that; Mr.
Chairman, that we do have that,

Chairman Yakupzack: Okay, yeah, But, Mr.
Beck, if you will stay close, you may have
questions to answer. Buttat this time e'll move
to public comment on Agenda Item No! 12.

Commissigner Suhse}'i: Mr. CLair{n’an, 1 gnay,
I'd ask thét the chairman of the Oys{er

Taskforce speak first. Mr.John Tesovich.

Chairman Yakupzack: Okay. Thank you,
Commissioner Sunseri. Mr. Tesvich, welcome!

John Tesvich: Thank yao members of the
Commission, Mr, Chairman, Secrelldry. We, at
the Oyster Taskforce also had a|presentation by
Biologist, Mr. Beck. And there was significant
discussion about all these proposals, and dealing
with the specific areas. We had a couple of
things that come up where we had a difference
of opinion with the original presentation. And,
as Mr. Beck said, we actually agree on all of the
matters now. Since Hackberry we had change to
the original presentation. But we're in
agreement with all of these sections except for

Calcasieu Lake. We have a significant
contingent of people that harvest in Calcasieu
Lake. Calcasieu Lake has a member on the
Oyster Taskforce and they have their own
Oyster Taskforce for Calcasieu Lake. And they
recommended that we open Calcasieu Lake, that
we have a seven sack limit. They are telling us
that there are oysters there, there is resource,
And the taskforce, upon discussing this issue,
moved to.rec':’émmend that Calcasieu Lake also
be opened on November 1 for the normal season
on both|sides of the lake. That's the
recfymmenda ion from the Oyster Taskforce that
yas passed by ﬁ}p Opyster Taskforce, We feel

hat seven sack limit is a limit that restricts
overharvesting, that while fisheries, the
biologists, have time'to monitor the situation,
ongoing, as.harvest. And they can close any
ateas thaf!feel imperiled. We just think that
theyjré {gl‘hng us that there are more resources
out there, than the traditional square meter
sample they're showing. There are other oysters
il} other arehs:, And I believe they have some
Bl}lf;c;rmation togthat regard. They're going to be
Fpgéﬂmg on thi¥issue also. But the taskforce in
genera jus{ we agree on everything except the
Calcasicu Lake. If there are any questions I'd be
glad to answer, We do have people with
difference of opinion. I think you'll hear some
(:){her areas being discussed. And, and I'll be
glad to offer any information regarding that as
far as the difference of opinion if there should be
any questions about it and any recommendation
that you have on the board.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you, Mr. Tesvich.
John Tesvich: Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: Any questions?
Commissioner Sunseri?

Commissioner Sunseri: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. Mr. Tesvich, there's been some
reports of recent large spat set on reefs in the
Area | North area and a suggestion that that area
not open on the 7th and open later in the year,
maybe on the 14th, depending on the Secretary.
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Since we have a couple of areas that will open
on schedule as required by law, [ just wanted to
know if you had heard anything of that nature
yourself from any of the constituency that you
represent, and your thoughts on that?

John Tesvich: As far as, Area 1 North, | have
heard information about certain areas dying off.
There are certain areas that have suffered
apparently from hypoxia, the dead zones. So we
lost some resource in there. As far as a spat set |
do not have any credible information about any
new spat set in that area, And, again, what |
heard from Mr. Beck was that they are going out
there and they will have an assessment. And
should there be a spat set or a continued die-off
if the aysters are dead and dying then they can
always keep that area closed. And same goes
with significant spat set. But they are out there
today, that's what | heard him say. And|[lwould
rely on their information instead of hears'ay. We
hear all kinds of things.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thankyou.
John Tesvich: Thank fyou.

Chairman Yakupzack: Next!up to Spe’ k;.and I'll
just remind you/giiys that I have several
comment;cardé here.!!We!d like Bkeep
presentali{ons to 5 minutesﬂc’;r less if"at all
possible. Tl try to give you'a warning 'if we
look like we'reigoing to exceedl{hat time limit
First up, or next'up rather, is Mr‘.iRYan Mallory
that would like t0 speak with rega}'d to this
agenda item.

Ryan Mallory: Good mom}.ng: We'have a
viable and very sustainable fishery in Cameron
and Calcasieu Lake. [ mean even the biologist
showed there's been higher landings and we still
showed a positive influx in the fishery. And
you're going to close Calcasieu Lake and we're
on a seven sack limit. Even if there's 40 boats
that's 280 sacks a day. You're going to open
areas that show far less stock and you're going to
open them to a 50-sack limit. You could have
five boats come in and do what a whole

community produces in a day. And not to
mention, in the two recent meetings we attended
where the biologist showed us a reef that had

10 acres that showed substantial 14,000 sacks
from their study. They pulled their samples
from six sample sites in a lake that's 3,300 acres.
So roughly they're saying per sample site that
covers 500 acres. How can you conclusively say
you have to have far more test sites, far more
sample sites? \Even if you took five samples
from each site, at best, you could have 60. If
you even added more sites to 3,300 acres you do
ngfﬁfava enough data to be conclusive on the
stock. Impossible. Because just like I said, in
3.800 acres they're/saying that we had 47,000
sacks, but in one lake on 10-acre reef they're
saying there's 14,000 $atks. We and the
fisherman, like with the crab trap abandonment
pzl;ogra% the'oystermen arétwilling to go out
wi‘f}']thl?serbiologists. I mean the best
knowledge you can receive is local knowledge.
Granted You can take them to the best spots, but
:you got to'take the good with the bad. What
vnt:eljlre saying isif,you can get five to eight
fishermen to go oiit on their time and their dime
with theit vessels to do this, what do you have to
lose? Just the biologist’s time. So, I mean, it's
just not a fishery that you're shutting down, it's a
community. There's far more to it than just
shutting it down, it really is. Even the biologist
stated at the last meeting, he's showing vast
salinity intrusion into the lakes, There's nothing
been mentioned what to address that issue. And
he even said he pulled the graph out, he is
showing the models going further out where the
oysters are. Well he knows those oysters are
further out from the ship channel where that
salinity's high, but yet none of his sample sites
have changed. He put two sites out of six sites
to cope with that. But, nonetheless, you still
have the bad sites. You just can't take the bad
and use that against us. You have to take what
we have that's good as well to factor in to get
what we really have. And I just don't see how
you could feasibly close it when we had 30 to
40 percent of the state's stock and we're on the
lowest limit. Thank you.
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Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you, Mr. Mallory,

Commissioner Sunseri: Mr. Chairman? Can [
ask Mr. Mallory a question?

Chairman Yakupzack: Commissioner Sunseri,
you can,

Commissioner Sunseri: Thank you very much,
Mr. Chairman. Mr, Mallory, are youa
fisherman from Calcasieu Parish and work in the
Cameron area?

Ryan Mallory: Yes sir.

Commissioner Sunseri: And have you fished
there your whole life?

Ryan Mallory: No, no. 1 moved from Florida, 1
had oystered in Florida and the same thing
happened to us. They regulated us out of!
business. And we opted to get a lease. And'i
you've read in the recent years we've had vast
algae blooms that devastated us:

Commissioner Sunserit| So what is your
recommendation?

Ryan Mallory:| /I wauld, even at opllrna
conditionis, if you got 33| vessels on 17 sacks a
day you're not gomg, I thlnll there was|23,000
sacks. So'if you're stating there's 7,000 sacks
you're fishing at 50 percent of the capacity.

Commissioner Sunseri: lunderstanc;l. |
appreciate it. Thanks forjanswering my
questions. Thank you, Mr, Chairman,

Ryan Mallory: Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: Next up to speak, Mr.
Lerlene Rodrigue. Good afternoon. Or good
morning rather. It feels like we're there but
we're not there yet.

Lerline Rodrigue: 1'm on the Calcasieu Oyster
Taskforce, Cameron and I'm also a female oyster

dredger in Calcasieu Lake. Last year 3 out of 5
days in the week biologists have stopped by our
boat and talked to us. I'm a woman in Calcasieu
Lake. Ican dredge my load in 15 minutes but it
takes me 2 hours to cull it. There's oysters there
and we keep telling them there is oysters in Big
Lake. There's no reason to make a community
die for these numbers. I mean seven sacks a
day. What we re asking you all is to pIease open
those sides for Us SO our communities in
Cameron ca survive for the winter. Thank you.

Chamnan &akupzack Thank you. Next up,
Ms.iBelinda Mi Miltenberger. Please state your
name and addréss

Belinda Miltenberger>[Hi, I'm Belinda
Miltenberger. 1'm with Cameron Fisheries in
C}ameron and I'm also a member of the Oyster
TasKfarce Council in Cameron. We buy a large
part oljthﬁ oysters from Cameron. This last year
with the.seven sacks we've seen the time it takes
the fisherman|to harvest the oysters has by 1:00 ]
ha\?q 0 boats'in}y, So they're catching them
qmck "[jhey re not having any problems finding
them. The oysters are actually a better oyster
than they have been, still on the west side.
According to the numbers we harvested, last
Vear the total for Cameron Parish according to
the biologist was 24,000 sacks. The estimate of
sacks left in Calcasieu Lake is over 47,000
sacks. Previous to that our harvest was 33,000
sacks, just my business. That's not for Cameron
Parish the year previous to that. So our numbers
have decreased significantly. We're trying
everything we can to keep this up but also, on
the east side. At the beginning we were told this
lake would be closed for 3 years. Everything
was dying, there's no oysters, we need 3 years to
let it go. See if it grows back. We're going on

6 years now. They can't give us a reason why
the numbers aren't coming back. So before
everything dies, let our fisherman go for a
month, January, February, and see what's out
there, See the quality of the oysters, see if we
can find them, because their test data is flawed.
They're taking, and this comes from the
biologist, well it's hard to establish a new site
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because we have nothing to compare it to. We
go back 30 years and we're using 30 years of
data and that's how we get out test sites. But in
those 30 years Cameron Parish has suffered two
hurricanes, major hurricanes, We've suffered
the oil spill. There’s changes. So with those
changes your data also has to change. You have
to go with the flow. We're just asking for more
sites to be added, testing wise. We're willing to
hire biologists ourselves to dispute that.
Anything we can do to keep a community alive
we're going to do. Thank you,

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you. Mr.
Anthony Theriot. State your name and address
please.

Anthony Theriot: My name's Anthony Theriot.
I'm from Cameron, Louisiana. I'm also on the
Oyster Taskforce. I've been fishing in Cameron
my whole life. We went to the seven-sack last
vear. The year before it was ten sacks but ;{
would take you about 4 hours for ten sacks. | Last
year it was taking about twg, for;seven. And like
they said, they would come ,ab'out every 3 days
out of 5, ask you how long'it was taléing you and
everything else. And we Would tell thém that
the oysters are looking way better. Welre not
understanding. Y ou.all keep sayingthat/there's
a decrease buf we're secing an increase. And |
don't know much about the test sites and all that.
[ mean we've offered severaltimes in meetings
to bring them out there and showthem, ke I
told them that'I had 45 spots that I fished last
year. | mean if y'oy're not keeping ‘yb r man
busy working, youju’st move around.| And I'd
ask them to come and logk at some of my spots
that I have and they said thatyou/rejust going to
bring me to good spots. Yoli're not going to
show me the bad spots, Sol don't know what
else to try as an oyster task member to help our
community and help our fisherman. [ mean you
have fisherman that look at you because you're
on this Oyster Taskforce and you're doing
nothing for them. So I just think seven sacks is
not bad to ask. I don't see that out of 35
fisherman that you can wipe anything out. And
we would like to see it stay open. Thank you.

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you, Mr. Theriot,
Mr. Adley Dyson. Good morning. State your
name and address please.

Adley Dyson: My name's Adley Dyson, 170
Adam Rue Street, Cameron, Louisiana. I'm a
member of the State Oyster Taskforce and the
operator of Bay Fresh Oysters. And we don't
see no problem with the oysters. The industry
changes and the biological data should change
with it bécause things change. We've had
hurricanes.hye've had floods. We've had all
kirid|of things:that devastated our community,
And*we can't'use old stuff to govern new things.
I'mean the industry;changes all the time. And if
this doesn't open, 6u1:'-lt9wn has been through so
much with the decline!jn the oil fields I think it
will do our fishery in. 'i"hafs‘ just too much all at
once. And we hired, I think you have one of
these fp%ﬁérs. We hired our own biologists and
everl}_tﬂjng, our company Bay Fresh Oysters.
And [ think we have a little report for you all,
too. And We appreciate you all. We ask that
youlopen it up, east side and west side for seven
sacks. ]T‘hank you,

Chairman Yakupzack: Thank you, Mr. Dyson.
Next to speak is Mr. Mark Valentino.

Mark Valentino: My name is Mark Valentino
and I have Bay Fresh Oyster Company. And [
have copies of our biologist's report. Can ! hand
them to you all?

Chairman Yakupzack: 