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AGENDA 
 

1. Call to Order   
 

2. Roll Call 

3. Approval of Minutes from February 04, 2016 Meeting 

4. Commission Special Announcements / Personal Privilege   

5. To hear Enforcement Reports February 2016  

6. To Present the 2015 Shikar Safari Club International Enforcement Agent of the Year Award 

7. To Present the Enforcement Waterfowl Officer of the Year Award                           

8. To consider a Declaration of Emergency to continue the suspension of entry into the Louisiana 

Fisheries Forward Program for the Commercial Crab Industry 

9. To consider a Notice of Intent establishing the management targets for selected Finfish species  

10. To hear an update on comments regarding the 2015-2016 and 2016-2017 General and WMA 

Hunting Seasons and Rules and Regulations, 2017 General and WMA Turkey Hunting Season 

and Rules and Regulations, and 2016-2017 Migratory Birds Regulations, Seasons, and Bag 

Limits Notice of Intent and to Consider any amendments thereto 

11. To hear an update on the Game and Fish Preserves’ governing authorities contacts  

12. Set July 2016 Meeting Date 

13. Receive Public Comments 

14. Adjournment   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

I. Call to Order  

The regular meeting of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Commission was called 

to order at 10:30 AM on March 3, 2016 in Alexandria, LA at the Rapides Parish Government 

Building, 701 Murray Street by Chairman, Bart Yakupzack 

 

Chairman Yakupzack asked everyone to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance 

 

II. Roll Call  

Wendy Brogdon conducted a roll call. The following persons were present:  

Bart Yakupzack  

Chad Courville 

Julie Hebert 

Pat Manuel  

Nathan Wall 

Secretary Melancon 

 

III. Approval of Minutes February 04, 2016 Meeting 

Chairman Yakupzack called for approval  

MOTION was made by Commissioner Manuel and seconded by Commissioner Courville   

Chairman Yakupzack called for a vote and the motion passed 

 

IV.  Commission Special Announcements / Personal Privilege  

Chairman Yakupzack introduced and welcomed the newly appointed Assistant Secretary of 
Wildlife Division, Mr. Randy Meyers 
 
Chairman Yakupzack introduced and welcomed the newly appointed Assistant Secretary of 
Fisheries Division Mr. Patrick Banks  
 
Commissioner Julie Hebert announced her reappointment to the Commission by Governor 
Edwards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



V. Enforcement Reports:  February 2016  
Captain Eddie Skeena, LDWF Enforcement 

  

Enforcement Case Report:  Month   Year to Date 

 Written Citations:  388        966 

 Written Warnings:  148        345 

 Public Assistance:   16          39 

 Enforcement Reports:  February 2016 

Monthly Boating Crash / Incident Report: Month   Year to Date 

 Boating Incidents:     11    19 

 Number of Injuries:        5    11 

 Number of Fatalities:      2      2 

News Releases: 

Port Allen Man Cited for Deer Tagging Violations 

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) enforcement agents cited a cited a Port 

Allen man on Jan. 26  for alleged deer hunting violations in Winn and East Baton Rouge parishes. 

Agents cited Sammy L. Monson Jr., 25, for deer tagging violations on three antlered deer. 

LDWF agents were alerted by an anonymous complaint about Monson taking deer throughout the 

season and not properly tagging them.  Agents met up with Monson at his residence on Jan. 26 

and found him in possession of deer meat from a 12 point buck that he took on Jan. 17 in East 

Baton Rouge Parish that wasn’t properly tagged. After further investigation, agents learned that 

Monson harvested a spike buck in East Baton Rouge Parish and an eight point buck in Winn 

Parish in November of 2015.  Monson Jr. failed to comply with deer tagging requirements for both 

deer. Failing to comply with deer tagging requirements carries a $100 to $350 fine and up to 60 

days in jail for each offense.  Monson may also face civil restitution for the 12 point deer totaling 

$2033.29. Agents participating in the case are Senior Agent Allan Marbury and Senior Agent David 

Boudreaux. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Two Men Cited for Red Drum Violations in Plaquemines Parish  

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Enforcement agents cited two men for alleged red 

drum violations in Port Sulphur on Feb. 11.  Agents cited Byron Turner, 35, of Port Sulphur, and 

Raishon Hingle, 18, of Labadieville, for possessing undersized red drum, possessing over 10 red 

drum, angling without a basic fishing license and angling without a saltwater license. 

Agents received a complaint about two men trespassing on Plaquemines Parish property at a 

pump station located on West Paula Drive in Port Sulphur.  Upon responding to the complaint, 

agents found the vehicle that matched the description given in a parking lot in Port Sulphur. 

Agents found Turner and Hingle in the vehicle possessing undersized red drum.  Turner and 

Hingle then took agents to a residence where the rest of the fish were being kept. 

Agents found 23 more red drum at the residence bringing the total to 33 red drum of which ten 

were under the legal size limit of 16 inches.  Each man was only allowed five drum per day putting 

them 23 red drum over the minimum limit.  The penalty for over the limit of red drum is stricter for 

anyone possessing 10 or more red drum.  Both men were also unable to produce valid basic and 

saltwater fishing licenses. Possessing over 10 red drum carries a $900 to $950 fine and up to 120 

days in jail.  Taking undersized red drum brings a $100 to $350 fine and up to 60 days in 

jail.  Angling without a basic or saltwater license each carries a $50 fine and up to 15 days in 

jail.  The men will also be assessed civil restitution in the amount of $608.81 for the illegally taken 

fish. Agents participating in the case are Sgts. Adam Young and Villere Reggio, Senior Agent 

Travis Bartlett and Agent Blaine Wagner. 

 

Two Men Plead Guilty to Federal Shark Violations 

 Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Enforcement Division agents participated in a joint 

enforcement patrol that resulted in two men pleading guilty to violations of the Magnuson-Stevens 

Fishery Conservation and Management Act. Rick Nguyen, 37, of Buras, and Hung Anh Tiet, 29, of 

Dallas, Texas, pleaded guilty to shark violations involving illegal finning and over the limit of 

sharks.  Shark “finning” is an illegal practice of removing the shark’s fins, which are the most 

profitable part of the shark, and then discarding the rest of the shark’s body overboard. 

The pair were ordered to pay a fine to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA) totaling $45,000.  The men were also placed on two years of probation and during which 

they agreed to not transfer any of their federal shark directed permits. They also further agreed 

that if they are determined to be in violation of any provision of the Magnusson-Stevens Fishery 



Conservation and Management Act during this two-year period, they will surrender all of their 

federal shark directed permits for a period of nine months.  Lastly the men had their Louisiana 

state shark permits and set line licenses revoked for life. LDWF agents initially made contact with 

Nguyen and Tiet while responding to an anonymous complaint.  Agents stopped the vessel “Lady 

Lyanna” in Tiger Pass located in Venice in April 2012. Agents found 11 whole sharks located on 

the deck and a hidden compartment in the bow of the vessel that contained 12 large sacks of 

shark fins totaling 2,073 fins.  The bodies of the fins found in the sacks were not found on the 

vessel. The 2,073 individual fins represent a total of 518 sharks possessed by the two fishermen 

bringing the total number of sharks possessed to 529.  The daily commercial limit for sharks in 

Louisiana is 33 per vessel placing the two men 496 sharks over their daily limit. Agents 

participating in the case were LDWF Sgts. Adam Young and Villere Reggio and NOAA Special 

Agent Steve Campbell. 

 

 

VI. To Present the 2015 Shikar Safari Club International Enforcement Agent of the Year 
Award  
Chris Kinsley, Shikar Safari Club International  

 
Shikar-Safari Club International presented their 2015 Conservation Officer of the Year award for 

Louisiana to LDWF Sgt. Joey Melton, of Natchitoches.  The Shikar-Safari award recognizes an 

agent from each state for outstanding efforts in conservation law enforcement. 

Sgt. Melton has been an LDWF agent for eight years and mainly patrols Natchitoches Parish.  Sgt. 

Melton also received the LDWF Enforcement Division’s “2015 Agent of the Year” award.  Sgt. 

Melton was recognized for his high case load, being a team player and public outreach through 

boating and hunting safety. 

 

Chairman Yakupzack let the audience in a standing ovation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 VII. To present the Enforcement Waterfowl Officer of the Year award  
Lt. Lane Kinkaid, LDWF Enforcement  
 

Sgt. Hagan of Oak Grove received the Louisiana Waterfowl Enforcement Officer of the Year award 

from the Mississippi Flyway Council.  The Mississippi Flyway Council recognizes law enforcement 

officers from each state who make outstanding contributions to the protection of waterfowl. 

Sgt. Hagan patrols Morehouse, East and West Carroll and Richland parishes and has been an 

agent since 2001.  Sgt. Hagan was honored for his participation in numerous illegal waterfowl 

hunting investigations involving illegal hours shooting, taking over the limits of ducks, selling 

migratory game birds, and Lacey Act violations. 

 

Chairman Yakupzack let the audience in a standing ovation  

 

 
VIII. To consider a Declaration of Emergency to continue the suspension of entry into the 

Louisiana Fisheries Forward Program for the Commercial Crab Industry   
 Jeff Marx, LDWF Biologist, Crustacean Program Manager Marine Fisheries  
 
It is a program instituted to increase the professionalism of new crab fishermen.   

The program must successfully be completed by the fisherman before a new commercial crab gear  

license can be issued 

Commission took action on this item in November - asking to continue to see through legislative 

session.  Action will make more stringent apprenticeship programs in place for the industry 

• R.S. 56:305.6 provides requirements for obtaining a crab trap gear license 

o Must complete LFF program, or 

o Must have held license in any two of the years 2011-2014 

• The LFF Program consists of 

o Passing a NASBLA boating safety class 

o Passing online training courses 

o Participate in an apprenticeship/mentorship  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LDWF wanted to ensure that the blue crab fishery would remain sustainable  

 

 

Proposed action 

• Prevent new entrants until the stock recovers and/or an improved apprenticeship program is 

in place 

• Is the recommended action of LDWF biologists and crab industry representatives 

 

No action 

• Allow for a large influx of new entrants into the commercial crab fishery 

• Increase in fishing pressure on blue crab stocks 

 

Q Commissioner Manuel, Is there a timeframe for completion 

A Jeff Marx, Nothing set in stone, however will like to finish within 120 days.  Blue Crab Task 

force is working on legislation  

Q Commissioner Courville, In the absence of legislation, the Department is going to take the 

lead on the apprenticeship program?  

A Jeff Marx, Correct 

 

MOTION by Commissioner Courville  
Commissioner Manuel seconded the motion made by Commissioner Courville 
Chairman Yakupzack called for public comments 
There were no other comments heard  
Chairman Yakupzack called for a vote and the Motion passed with no opposition 
 

(The Full Text of the Declaration of Emergency is  
made a part of the Record) 

 
 



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY 
 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

 

Suspending Entry into the Louisiana Fisheries Forward Program 

(LAC 76:VII.347) 

 

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby suspends entry into the Louisiana Fisheries 

Forward Program for the commercial crab industry until such time as the blue crab stock 

recovers or until more restrictive permanent rules may be adopted.   

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission finds that an imminent peril to the public welfare requires 

adoption of a Rule upon shorter notice than that provided in R.S. 49:953(A), since the most 

recent blue crab stock assessment indicates that the species may be undergoing 

“overfishing” and allowing new entrants into the fishery would likely imperil the commercial 

viability of the Louisiana blue crab industry. The most recent stock assessment indicates 

that the fishing mortality for the species has exceeded the threshold where additional 

management action is needed.  It is necessary to adopt these Emergency Rules to 

temporarily prevent new entrants into the commercial crab fishery until the stock recovers, 

or until more restrictive apprenticeship program rules can be adopted, in order to prevent 

harm to the resource or to the industry. This is the recommended action from LDWF 

biologists and representatives of the crab industry, as the least invasive regulatory action to 

prevent continued overfishing of the species.  Failure to take emergency action would 

provide an opportunity for a large influx of new entrants to the commercial crab fishery and 

increased fishing pressure on the blue crab stock. 

This Emergency Rule is promulgated in accordance with the emergency provisions of the 

Administrative Procedures Act, R.S. 49:953(B)(1) et seq., and shall be in effect for the 

maximum period allowed under the Act (120 days) or until adoption of a final rule to create 

more restrictive entry requirements for the program, whichever occurs first. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TITLE 76 
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 
 
Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery 
 
347.  Louisiana Fisheries Forward Program 
 

A. – H.2.b. … 

I. Suspension of Entry 

1. No new applications or applicants shall be accepted into the Louisiana Fisheries 

Forward Program after November 6, 2015 at 5:00PM. Applicants who are enrolled 

prior to that date will be allowed to complete the program in accordance with the 

rules established in this Section. 

 

 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:305.6. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Wildlife and 

Fisheries Commission, LR 41:956 (May 2015), amended LR 41:2307  (November 2015), 

amended LR             (March 2016). 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IX. To consider a Notice of Intent establishing the management targets for selected 
Finfish species 

 Jason Adriance, LDWF Biologist, Fisheries Division  
 

Proposed Management Reference Points:  Black Drum, Sheepshead and Southern Flounder 

 

This Notice of Intent will establish management reference points for black drum, sheepshead and 

southern flounder as authorized through Act 205 of the 2015 regular session of the Louisiana 

Legislature 

A management target is defined as a fishing rate, biomass level or other fishery metric indicating 

stocks are sustainably fished. Management targets were developed from each stock’s history 

based on the most recent stock assessments for each species. 

If an assessment indicates that current regulations do not meet or not likely to meet the 

established goals for a stock, the Department will provide management options to the LWF 

Commission for consideration. 

 

Proposed management targets and thresholds of fishing are developed from each stock’s history 

as determined from the most recent stock assessments: 

Davis, D., J. West, J. Adriance, and J.E. Powers. 2015. Assessment of Black Drum Pogonias 

cromis in Louisiana Waters 2015 Report.  Report to the Louisiana Legislature by the Wildlife and 

Fisheries Commission 

Davis, D., J. West, J. Adriance, and J.E. Powers. 2015. Assessment of Southern Flounder 

Paralichthys lethostigma in Louisiana Waters 2015 Report.  Report to the Louisiana Legislature by 

the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

West, J., D. Davis, S. Beck, J. Adriance, and J.E. Powers. 2015. Assessment of Sheepshead 

Archosargus probatocephalus in Louisiana Waters 2015 Report.  Report to the Louisiana 

Legislature by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Management Target: 

A fishing rate, biomass level, or other fishery metric that indicates stocks are sustainably fished 

Management Threshold: 

A fishing rate or biomass level that potentially impacts recruitment negatively if exceeded 

 

 

Spawning Stock Biomass (SSB): 

• Biomass of  sexually mature females in the population 

Fishing Mortality Rate (F): 

• Rate of removals from the population due to fishing 

Spawning Potential Ratio (SPR): 

• Ratio of reproductive potential of population with fishing to reproductive potential of 

population without fishing 

Developed from each stock’s spawning stock biomass (SSB) time-series where sustainability 

has been demonstrated. 

Targets: 

• Fishing mortality rate targets correspond to each stock’s SSB targets at equilibrium. 

• Biomass targets calculated as the average SSB from each stock’s time-series. 

• Fishing mortality rates can be controlled through regulation, so is recommended for use as 

reference point. 

 Thresholds: 

• If fishing mortality rates are too high for too long, the stock biomass will be reduced below 

historic levels.  By regulating fishing mortality rates, those levels can be avoided.   

NOTE:  When assessments are updated, the absolute values of the benchmarks may change, but the concept 
of using the history of the stock and fishery (before 2014) must be used in a consistent manner to provide 
management advice 
 

 



BLACKDRUM 

Landings 
Management History – 1985-2013 

 

 
Proposed Management Reference Points 

Spawning Stock Biomass 

 

 
Proposed Management Reference Points 

Fishing Mortality Rate 
 

 

 

 



SHEEPSHEAD 

Landings 
Management History - 1981-2013 

 

Proposed Management Reference Points 
Spawning Stock Biomass 

 

 

Proposed Management Reference Points 
Fishing Mortality Rate 

 

 

 



SOUTHERN FLOUNDER  

Landings 
Management History – 1981-2013 

 

 
Proposed Management Reference Points 

Spawning Stock Biomass 

 

 
Proposed Management Reference Points 

Fishing Mortality Rate 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Q Commissioner Manuel, Are the commercial and recreational limits the same  

A Jason Adriance, yes  

 

MOTION by Commissioner Manuel  

Commissioner Hebert seconded the motion made by Commissioner Manuel 

Chairman Yakupzack called for Public Comments  

 

Q Joe Lachney, Deville, LA, Is this going to cut back on our limits we can catch?  

A Jason Adriance, Establishing population bench mark - to see if there are any regulatory 

measures that we need to bring back to the Commission 

C Joe Lachney, Fishing on Texas side of Sabine River - Texas has cut back on the limits and 

Texas fishermen spending a lot of money on fishing and in stores in Louisiana.  Going to lose a lot 

of revenue in LA 

Q Commissioner Courville, Using the current data, do you see a cause for concern? 

A Jason Adriance, Not at this time 

Q Commissioner Manuel, How long have we had the current limits? 

A Jason Adriance, Late 1980’s on Black Drum, never a limit on Sheepshead 

C Secretary Melancon, Our job is to make certain that the species is abundant to all fishermen 

and to regulate.  I understand the financial aspects but the agency is make the species available 

 

There were no other comments heard  

Chairman Yakupzack called for a vote and the Motion passed with no opposition 

 

(The Full Text of the Notice of Intent is  
made a part of the Record) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NOTICE OF INTENT 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

Management Targets for Selected Finfish Species (LAC 76:VII.385) 

 

 The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice of intent to promulgate a 

Rule (LAC 76:VII.385) establishing management targets for black drum, sheepshead, and 

southern flounder.  Proposed rules will establish biomass and fishing mortality rate targets based 

upon Act 205 (R.S. 56:325.4) of 2015 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature.  Authority for 

promulgation of this Rule is included in the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq.,  and 

through the authority granted in R.S. 56:6(25)(a), 56:320.2, 56:326.1, 56:326.3, and 56:325.4. 

Title 76 

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII.  Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery 

§385.  Management Targets for Selected Finfish Species 

A. Policy. The stocks of black drum, sheepshead, and southern flounder shall have 

management targets established within this rule. Management targets shall be established utilizing 

a historical time-series of fisheries data, defined for each stock, as a basis of reference.  The 

reference time-series is developed utilizing a period of time within the most recent assessment 

where recruitment has not been impacted and sustainability has been demonstrated for each 

stock.  The biomass and fishing mortality rate of each stock over this historical time-series shall be 

derived from the beginning of the assessed period through 2013.  If data indicate that a stock is not 

meeting or is likely not to meet thresholds established in the assessment of the stock, the 

department shall provide, for the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission’s consideration, 

management options to ensure that a stock can remain within the management thresholds 

established for that particular stock.  

B.  Management Targets 

1. Biomass targets shall be calculated as the average (geometric mean) spawning stock 

biomass (SSB) from each stock’s historical time-series. 

2. Fishing mortality rate targets shall be the fishing mortality rate that corresponds to each 

stock’s SSB targets at equilibrium. 



3. Biomass and fishing mortality rate targets shall be calculated based upon a historical time-

series from the beginning of the assessed period through 2013, inclusive. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.56:6(25)(a), 

R.S. 56:320.2(C), R.S. 56:326.1, R.S. 56:326.3, and R.S. 325.4. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Wildlife and 

Fisheries Commission, LR 42: _______. 

The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all 

necessary steps on behalf of the commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of Intent and 

the final Rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the Fiscal and Economic Impact Statements, 

the filing of the Notice of Intent and final Rule and the preparation of reports and correspondence 

to other agencies of government. 

Family Impact Statement 

In accordance with Act 1183 of 1999 regular session of the Louisiana Legislature, the Department 

of Wildlife and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby issues its Family Impact 

Statement in connection with the preceding Notice of Intent. This Notice of Intent will have no 

impact on the six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B). 

Poverty Impact Statement 

The proposed rulemaking will have no impact on poverty as described in R.S.49:973. 

Provider Impact Statement 

This Rule has no known impact on providers as described in HCR 170 of 2014. 

Public Comments 

Interested persons may submit comments relative to the proposed Rule to Jason Adriance, 

Fisheries Division, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, P.O. Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-

9000, or e-mail jadriance@wlf.la.gov prior to Thursday, May 5, 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ADD COMMENTS  

X. To hear an update on comments regarding the 2015-2016 and 2016-2017 General and 
WMA Hunting Seasons and Rules and Regulations, 2017 General and WMA Turkey 
Hunting Season and Rules and Regulations, and 2016-2017 Migratory Birds 
Regulations, Seasons, and Bag Limits Notice of Intent and to Consider any 
amendments thereto 
Steve Smith, LDWF WMA Program Manager, Wildlife Division 

 

Total Comments to date 49 (all email)  
 38 directly related to proposed changes in Notice of Intent 
 
All Public hearings were held between the dates of February 24-29th   
 8 Hearings 
  200 Attendees  
   99 Commented  
    52 related to the proposed Changes  
 
Waterfowl Seasons    
2 in support of and 18 Opposed 
  
Deer Area Change  
0 in Support of and 2 Opposed 
 
New Deer Area 5 
2 in Support of and 0 Opposed  
 
WMA Feral Hog Dog 
1 in Support and 29 Opposed 
 
Dewey Wills WMA limited access area 
1 in Support of and 13 Opposed 
 
Pass A Loutre WMA Vessel Restriction 
15 in Support of and 6 Opposed 
 
Allowance of Personal Watercraft on WMA’s 
2 in Support of 0 Opposed  
 
 
 
 

 Public Attendance: 42 
Total Comments: 27 

 

Name Parish Topic of Concern Synopsis 

Darren Littleton Rapides Hog Dog Seasons on WMAs 

He stated that hunters don’t care about bears.  He opposes 
the hog dog season closure and believes there is no 
difference between the rabbit, squirrel, and hog dogs 
disturbance level.  Hunters invest much money each year in 
hog dogs. 

Keith LaCaze Rapides Hog Dog Seasons on WMAs 

He understands why LDWF must propose this decision; 
however, hog hunting opportunities are limited already. 
Asks that dates be adjusted or limit user access in an 
attempt to compromise. 

Joel Hoover Rapides LAA on Dewey W. Wills WMA/Camp 
Beaurgard WMA Deer Season 

Opposed to the proposed LAA on Dewey W. Wills WMA.  
Suggests that the LAA have the same regulations as the 
“old” green tree reservoir on Dewey Wills.  Also restrict boat 
motors to 10hp or less.  States that deer numbers on Camp 
Beauregard are down and wants LDWF to change the hunt 
schedule and/or reduce the number of either sex days. 

Joseph Coco Avoyelles Hog Dog Hunting/Training 
Areas/Deer Areas/Enforcement 

Opposes to removal of hog dog seasons on WMAs.  Removal 
of the hog dog season is taking away hunting opportunities.  
Requests areas to train rabbit dogs on WMA’s.   Asked why 
deer dogs can’t be used in Avoyelles parish north of Hwy 1 in 
Area 6. Desires an increased presence of LDWF Enforcement 



on WMA’s.  Tagging system and SCP data is no good. 

John Schast Rapides Bears/Deer Population on Dewey W. 
Wills WMA 

Wanted to know the bear population on Dewey Wills WMA 
and how that number was determined.  Claimed that “big 
cats” were doing more damage to the deer population 

Barry Tull Rapides LAA on Dewey W. Wills WMA 
Asked what the orange paint was for within the new 
impoundment and if there were any restrictions on deer 
hunting within the proposed LAA.  

Marty Paulk Rapides LAA on Dewey Wills WMA/Deer 
Seasons Dewey W.  Wills WMA 

Opposed to proposed LAA.  Wanted to know the precise 
boundary of the LAA.  Impoundments are preventing deer 
hunting access on WMA’s.  He has witnessed no road 
damage and states that nobody wants a LAA.  He will not 
shoot hogs if he cannot remove animals with ATV.  Move 
modern firearm either sex season back to Thanksgiving 
weekend and close primitive firearm season.   

Frank Morace Rapides Dewey W. Wills WMA deer 
seasons/population 

Does are being “slaughtered” during primitive season.  
Overharvest and increased hunting pressure has severely 
reduced the population.  Recommended eliminating the doe 
harvest for 3 years except for archery season.  Also 
proposed increase access. 

 
Joe Ash Allen Proposed LAA on Dewey W. Wills 

WMA /WMA Hog Dog Season Closure 

Opposed to proposed LAA.  Wanted to know the purpose of 
the LAA.  If he can’t retrieve game on ATV then he won’t 
hunt big game.  Opposed to proposed Hog Dog season 
closure.  Thinks hog hunters/dogs don’t harass bears.  LDWF 
Enforcement needs to have a greater presence on the 
WMA’s. 

Pat Savoy Evangeline Waterfowl Seasons 
Arrival of ducks is later each year.  Desires the latest duck 
season possible for West Zone.  Also wants youth to have 
duck hunting the first week of February. 

Jay Huner Rapides Rest Areas for waterfowl on WMA’s 

Represented the Louisiana Waterfowl Allliance and 
promoted the creation of waterfowl “refuges” on WMA’s.  
Claimed that many non-hunters need areas to simply view 
wildlife.  

Casey Morace Avoyelles Proposed LAA on Dewey W. Wills 
WMA/Deer on Dewey Wills  

Wanted to know why duck hunting is restricted in the green 
tree reservoir during the either sex hunt.  Inquired about 
Camp Bayou Rd. being improved and if handicapped trails 
could remain open.  Asked how carrying capacity was 
estimated on the WMA and recommended that food plots 
be established to increase carrying capacity.  Recommended 
moving the modern either-sex hunt to Thanksgiving 
weekend. 

Joey Walter Rapides Proposed LAA on Dewey W. Wills 
WMA/Catahoula Lake 

Opposed to proposed LAA.  He hunts Muddy Bayou on the 
north end in a boat blind.  Needs a motor to access the area 
for hunting.  He wants to restrict large outboard motors but 
not small outboards or trolling motors.  Claims that hunters 
will be hunting too close together if the motor restriction is 
implemented.  Wanted to know LDWF position on blinds on 
Catahoula Lake in regard to a 2pm closure, blind distance, 
and ammo restrictions on waterfowl hunting.   

Boo Robichaux Rapides Dewey Wills WMA deer seasons/ 
population 

Claims that there are too many doe days and wants to see 
more deer while hunting.  He believes this is vital to recruit 
the next generation of hunters. Need to adjust the tagging 
system to allow more bucks than does to be harvested.  Not 
in favor of the late primitive season.  Asked about the 
number of cougars in Louisiana. 

Robbie Bardwell Rapides Proposed Hog Dog Season Closure on 
WMA’s 

Opposes the proposed hog dog season closures on all 
WMA’s. 

Tristan 
DeArmand Rapides Proposed Hog Dog Season Closure on 

WMA’s 
Opposes the proposed hog dog season closures on all 
WMA’s. 

Scott Smith Rapides Catahoula Lake Asked if the Tri-party agreement was still in effect since the 
creation of the new lake commission. 

Craig Smith Rapides Dewey W. Wills WMA Deer Season 

Would like to see the modern firearm either sex hunt moved 
back to Thanksgiving week to reduce overcrowding by 
having it consistent with other WMA’s.  Claims primitive 
weapon season allows for overharvest and hurts the 
population. 

James Coburn Grant KNF Deer Season 
Claims that five days of the primitive season was taken away 
last season.  Would like to see the USFS and private land 
dates to be the same. 



Carolyn Tate Allen Proposed LAA on Dewey W. Wills 
WMA 

Opposed to proposed LAA.  Not in favor of restricting 
motorized vehicles within LAA.  Claimed that women need 
to be able to use ATV/UTV trails to access hunting areas. 

Mike Tate Allen Proposed LAA on Dewey W. Wills 
WMA 

Opposed to proposed LAA.  Concerned about ATV trails 
being restricted.  Wanted to know if WMA users would be 
able to access Camp Bayou Rd. if it was elevated.  He wants 
the older generation of hunters to be allowed to utilize an 
ATV for game retrieval. 

Layne Aymond Rapides Hog Dog Seasons on WMAs 

Opposed to the elimination of hog dog season on WMA’s.  
Asked if the state had a plan for hog control.  Claimed that 
hog hunting is free and an effective means for population 
control. 

Joe Lachney Rapides 
LAA on Dewey Wills WMA/Hog Dog 

Seasons on WMAs/Waterfowl 
Seasons 

Opposed to proposed LAA.  Wants LDWF to set a specific 
time for daily use of motorized vehicles with a horsepower 
restriction.  Believes that coyotes and bobcats disturb bears 
more than hog dog hunters.  Requests different opening 
days for all waterfowl zones so public can have quality 
hunts.   

Larry Bordelon Rapides Dewey Wills WMA deer season/Hogs 

Wanted to know the deer population on Dewey Wills and 
why does could be killed on the WMA after they have been 
bred.  Wants to eliminate doe harvest for 3 years. Said that 
hogs were taking over and displacing the deer.   

Kyle Normand Rapides LAA on Dewey Wills WMA/Hog 
Hunting with Dogs/Deer 

Claimed that there isn’t any handicapped access anymore.  
His dad has nowhere to hunt on the WMA anymore due to 
access.  Claims that hog dogs don’t bark until they bay a hog 
and that rabbit dogs bark continuously.  The WMA hog 
harvest data is not accurate.  Proposes a benchmark deer 
season closure once Larto Lake reaches 48.0’msl   

Jesse Littleton, 
Jr Rapides Dewey Wills WMA deer season 

He is not in favor of the current primitive weapon 
regulation/season and believes the deer are being 
overharvested.  Claims the WMA should have been closed to 
deer hunting once flooding occurred.  Asked for WMA deer 
survey results and recommended possible antler 
restrictions. 

Jesse Littleton, 
Sr Rapides Dewey W. Wills WMA deer 

season/LAA on Dewey W. Wills WMA 

Hunters are harvesting too many deer.  Doe harvest should 
be eliminated for 3 years.  Believes that access should not be 
restricted on the WMA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dry Prong Public Comment Session 
February 26th, 2016 6:00 pm 

Public Attendance:  17 
 Total Commenters: 10 

 

Name Parish Topic of 
Concern Synopsis 

Heath Nugent Grant 
KNF Catahoula 

WMA/ 
Miscellaneous 

Suggested to limit regular season scouting during 
youth turkey hunt on KNF. 
Complained that deer population has dropped since 
Little River WMA establishment. 
Against number of gun days for deer in Area 2, 
suggested to decrease. 
Against KNF merging with LDWF to form WMA. 

James Coburn Grant 
KNF Catahoula  

WMA/ 
Miscellaneous 

Concerned about who determines hunting seasons 
in KNF Catahoula District. 
Complained about people killing over their limit, and 
baiting deer on private lands adjacent to KNF. 
Recommends more enforcement on KNF. 
Recommends private lands surrounding or within 
KNF to have same seasons as KNF. 
Suggested KNF and adjacent private lands to have 
same hunting season dates. 
Questioned the 24hr limit on leaving stands in KNF. 
Supports the possible merger of KNF and LDWF to 
form a WMA. 

Jacob Hebert Grant KNF /Feral Hogs 

Suggested allowing hog trapping in KNF. 
Suggested that State and Federal agencies need 
more public help in controlling hog population. 
Stated that more needs to be done for hog control, 
current methods are not working. 

Danny Strong Richland & 
Grant 

KNF Catahoula 
WMA/ 

Miscellaneous 

Concerned about funding due to budget crisis if 
LDWF/KNF creates a WMA.  
Recommended antler restrictions on WMAs and 
private lands. 
Complained that Big Lake WMA deer population is 
lower than it was 20 yrs ago. 
Recommends more enforcement on WMAs. 
Questioned about the reintroduction and increase 
of black bear population. 
Questioned how hogs will be managed if the 
Catahoula NWMP becomes a WMA. 

Joe Gentry Grant 

Dewey W. Wills 
WMA LAA/ 
Removal of 

Feral Hog Dog 
Season on 

WMAs 

Concerned about new impoundment on Dewey 
Wills WMA affecting deer hunting. 
Wanted proof that hogs affected the bear 
population. 
Asked what is the LDWF doing about controlling 
feral hog populations state-wide. 
Asked if the merger of KNF and LDWF to form a 
WMA would affect hog hunting. 

Tom Whitton Caldwell 

Removal of 
Feral Hog Dog 

Season on 
WMAs 

Asked what is being done about hog population in 
relation to bear population. 
Questioned why hog dogs specifically affect bear 
population, and not any other dogs. 
Complained about Self Clearing Permits not being 
collected by staff on WMAs. 
Suggested moving hog dog season to another time 
than February, with restricted number of dogs. 
Wants LDWF to do more to educate public about 
hog dog hunting. 
Wants to remove the stigma against hog dogs and 
hog dog hunting. 
 

David Lapraire Winn 

Hogs/Removal 
of Feral Hog Dog 

Season on 
WMAs 

Concerned about hog dog hunters trespassing on 
private land. 
Asked if the bear population gets healthy again 
could hog dog season be reopened. 

Larry Roubache Iberville 
Deer Area 

5/Spring Bayou 
WMA/KNF ATV 

Agreed with proposed Deer Area 5 change. 
Suggested that Spring Bayou WMA needs to be 
logged. 



Access Requested more ATV access in KNF Catahoula 
District for elderly hunters. 

Tom Thibodeaux Grant 
KNF ATV Access 

and Spring 
Squirrel Season 

Requests more ATV access to retrieve game on KNF. 
Asked why KNF does not have a spring squirrel 
season. 

John Jameson Grant 

KNF Feral Hogs/ 
Duck Blinds on 
Game and Fish 

Preserves 

Asked why hog hunting is not allowed on KNF. 
Expressed concerns about removing duck blinds 
from Catahoula Lake and Iatt Lake Game and Fish 
Preserves. 
Supports the possible merger of KNF and LDWF to 
form a WMA. 

 
Houma Public Comment Session 

February 27th, 2016 4:00 pm 
Public Attendance: 6 
Total Commenters: 4 

Name Parish Topic of Concern Synopsis 

Jeff 
DeBlieux Terrebonne 

Waterfowl Seasons and 
Zones/White Fronted 

Geese Seasons and Bag 
Limits/Deer Tagging 

Would like to take the Terrebonne area out of the Coastal 
Zone.  Argues last season was too early.  Feels better about 
this year’s more traditional dates, but ultimately feels that 
Southeast Louisiana belongs in the East zone.  Argues that 
waterfowl in this area do not arrive early like they do in 
Southwest Louisiana.  Does not like this year’s goose season 
as it coincides with youth waterfowl.  Argues that youth 
weekend should be for youth only and this year’s goose 
season will take away from that with adult hunters goose 
hunting instead of the youth.  Would rather the 81 day with 2 
goose bag season to avoid youth conflict.  Ultimately supports 
and would rather the 74 day with 3 goose bag season.  Argues 
that it takes a lot of effort to set spread and scout to only bag 
2 geese.  Also argues that the rest of the flyway has the 3 
goose bag limit.  Argues that guides prefer the 2 goose limit to 
get more hunts in and true hunters want the 3 goose limit.  
Mr. Jeff likes the idea of only one pamphlet for the coming 
season.  How successful has the deer tagging system been?  
Increase/decrease in reporting?  Are there any incentives to 
promote reporting?  Argues 7 days may be too long of a 
window to report deer as hunters could forget.  Would like a 
24 or 48 hour window instead.  How does reporting/hunting 
success compare between DMAP areas and private land 
around DMAP?  Is there low reporting suspected from Non-
DMAP property? 

Blake 
Benoit Lafourche 

Waterfowl Season 
Dates/Lake Boeuf and 

Point-aux-Chenes 
WMA’s 

Hunts the lake Boeuf area.  Would like to push coastal zone 
dates back or get out of coastal zone.  Argues that waterfowl 
arrive later in Southeast LA than they do in Southwest LA.  
Ultimately supports being moved to the East zone.  Is the 
actual lake Boeuf a WMA?  Any regulations on permanent 
blinds on lake Boeuf?  Recalls incident where they were 
setting up to hunt and a permanent blind hunter told them 
they had a permanent blind in the area.  Doesn’t want 
hunters to “claim” areas with permanent blinds.  Can you use 
a bike to access the Point Farm on Pointe – aux – Chenes?  
Can you pull a boat on a trailer with a bike?  Access the area 
using a kayak via the ditches? 

Kirk 
Dantin Terrebonne Deer Tags and Doe 

Days/Marsh Habitat 

What is the reasoning behind doe days if we have doe tag 
allotments?  Why does LDWF not allow hunters to use doe 
tags the entire season?  Expressed concern about an area of 
marsh he hunts in the Gibson/Orange Grove area.  Recalls 
decline in SAV last year and an almost completely denuded 
marsh this year.  What are some of the causes of this?  
Expresses concern about invasive carp, apple snails, and 
turbidity.  Asks if LDWF is aware and has any plans in regards 
to this (Forwarded to Fisheries for follow up). 

Dan 
Davis Terrebonne 

Waterfowl/Doe Days in 
Area 9/Marsh Habitat/ 

Point-aux-Chenes 
WMA’s 

Expresses admiration for the Dept. and acknowledges the 
hard work and effort by staff.  Would like to push waterfowl 
season dates back as the waterfowl migration is changing, 
ducks arriving later.  Would like to see last doe days in January 
for Area 9, moved to November.  Argues that hurricanes in 
the past, and future hurricanes, have stressed and lowered 
the deer population in the area.  Recalls how in the past the 



area was shut down for 5 years, restocked with more deer, 
and the herd greatly rebounded after that.  Argues that does 
in this area are bred early and does not like the idea of 
shooting bred does in January.  Argues that shooting bred 
does in January reduces productivity of the herd.  Expresses 
concerns about traffic when the Point – aux – Chenes gate is 
closed.  Recalls that traffic backs onto the highway and 
creates a traffic hazard.  Would like the gates to be opened 
earlier.  Would like to lower the HP recommendation on boats 
for Point – aux – Chenes, 25 HP max outboard only.  Argues 
that any HP surface drive would be able to enter the flats and 
destroy vegetation.  Concerned about habitat damage/loss 
due to boats on Point – aux – Chenes.  Would like to see 
better advertising and ask for ideas on how to improve 
turnout at public comment meetings in this area.  Are there 
any updates on trash/litter now that Point – aux – Chenes can 
be accessed at night?  Is water clarity effecting the SAV 
regrowth in the Gibson/Orange Grove area (From Kirk 
Dantin’s comment)? 

 

Lafayette Public Comment Session 
February 24th, 2016 6:00 pm 

Public Attendance: 34 
Total Commenters: 11 

 

Name Parish Topic of 
Concern Synopsis 

Jimmie Dupre Vermillion Dewey W. Wills 
WMA LAA 

Opposed to the proposed LAA on Dewey W. Wills WMA.  Wants 
motorized access.  Older hunters use area, hard to access, and is 
concerned that new restriction will limit access too much for deer 
and waterfowl hunters.  Proposed that LDWF set ATV and small 
motor restrictions instead of no motorized access. 

Derek Evans St. Landry 

Sherburne WMA 
and Richard K. 

Yancey WMAs Hog 
Dog Seasons 

Wants extended hog dog season and to include Sherburne.  Hog 
damage is extensive and growing.  Hogs hurt bear and turkey 
populations.  Current season is effective even if reported numbers 
are low/inaccurate.  Season provided a free method by which to 
remove hogs.  Proposed moving season before or after February to 
accommodate bears.  Hog hunters do not harm bears and states he 
has never seen a bear while hunting hogs on Richard K. Yancey 
WMA.  Proposed setting a lottery or special license to increase LDWF 
revenue and then require a mandatory hog bag check to get accurate 
numbers.  Also requested that any LDWF killed hogs be donated for 
food/shelters. 

Preston 
Guillotte Iberia Waterfowl Season 

Dates 

Hunts Kaplan and Gueydan area.  Has seen far fewer ducks past 3-4 
years than in the past.  Didn’t see anything until mid-February of this 
year.  Said global warming is altering waterfowl migration due to 
warmer winters and ducks are coming later.  Proposed moving the 
Coastal Zone seasons back.  Asked about Federal framework and if 
we can change it. 

Shane Doucet St. Martin 

Abandoned House 
Boats and Jug Lines 

in Atchafalaya 
Basin 

Observed several abandoned house boats in the Bayou Benoit area 
recently and provided photos to enforcement captain.  Abandoned 

house boats cause extreme amounts of litter and pollution.  
Abandoned house boats that sink are also hazards/obstructions that 
can damage passing boats and public.  Proposed marking/tagging to 
ID and fine owners of derelict house boats.  Abandoned jug lines are 
also a source of extreme trash/litter and personal injury.  Described 

an incident where he was seriously injured by an abandoned hanging 
jug line while boating.  Proposes jug lines must be tagged with name, 

contact, and license info.  Must remove jug lines when finished or 
get fined. 

Sidney Fisher Avoyelles Hog Dog Season on 
WMAs 

Opposed to the proposed elimination of seasons.  Supports the hog 
dog season and sees the value in it, even though he personally 
doesn’t use hog dogs.  Wants to extend season to give more 
opportunity to remove hogs.  Proposes moving season to months 
that do not effect bears.  Says hunting is the only effective tool 
currently and is free to the dept.  Allow hog dog season on all WMAs.  
Requests a commissioner attend every public comment meeting as 
there are enough commissioners to do so.  Supports the dept and 
applauds the responses/efforts of the deer and waterfowl sections. 



Robert Smith St. Landry Hog Dog Season on 
WMAs 

Opposed to the proposed elimination of the seasons.  Supports the 
hog dog season and says he has had great success removing hogs.  
Says hog dogs don’t chase/harm bears as bears would scare/kill any 
dog.  Says no bears are killed during hog dog season and argues he’s 
never bagged or seen a bear while hog dog hunting.  If hog dog 
hunters are displacing denned bears, then hogs themselves must do 
the same.  Argues hogs are much more destructive than anything 
hog dogs are doing and also argues the regular hunting season is 
more destructive than hog dog season.  Argues that if hog dog 
season is closed due to bear disturbance, then all hunting seasons 
should be closed as the disturbance is greater.  Hog dogs only chase 
what they are trained to chase and will ignore or be scared away by 
bears.  Wants more opportunity to hog dog hunt and requests riding 
by horseback during hog dog season to retrieve hogs, promote 
access, reduce habitat damage, and increase efficiency.  Says 
reported numbers are low and gives examples of hunters not 
complying with self-clearing permit regs.  Says enforcement 
presence is too low on Richard K. Yancey WMA, and that increased 
presence will yield better reported data.  Wants an extended hog 
dog season.  Asks if elimination of hog dog season is approved or still 
being considered. 

Roger 
Bougette Iberia-Richland 

Deer Areas/Hog 
Dog Season on 

WMAs 

Wants to know why there are so many deer seasons in such a small 
state.  Argues that breeding dates are similar except for two areas 
and that current zones contain deer herds that are similar anyway.  
Argues that we have more zones than Texas and Texas is a much 
larger state.  Says we should have Coastal and Non-Coastal deer 
zones.  Says too many zones cause confusion among hunters and 
recounts events of not being able to hunt while traveling due to not 
having proper firearm or season being closed.  Wants hunter input to 
define zones.  Recounts reports of seeing far fewer deer now, and of 
less quality, than in past seasons.  Argues we are shooting too many 
deer and proposes antler restrictions and harvest restrictions, 3 
deer/year of which one may be a doe with bucks 6pt or better.  
Hunts Gator Hunting Club and Richland Parish.  Opposed to proposed 
Hog Dog season closure.  Supports year round hog dog season.  
Argues that hunting is the best/cheapest method to remove hogs 
and hog dog hunting should be allowed everywhere and year round.  
Argues that hog dogs do not chase/harm bears and if they did, 
coyotes would do the same and be much worse.  Argues hog dog 
hunters do not kill bears and that regular season hunters kill bears.  
Says he is the one that returned bears to the state of Louisiana and 
currently regrets it. 

Daryl Barker St. Landry Hog Dog Season on 
WMAs 

Opposed to proposed closure of Hog Dog seasons.  Hunts Sherburne 
and Richard K. Yancey WMAs.  Says at least 600 hogs were removed 
from RKY this year and argues he estimates the number is closer to 
1000 due to poor reporting, all for free.  Argues that poor reporting 
and lack of recovery greatly under value actual take of hogs.  
Supports the hog dog season and wants it expanded.  Wants to allow 
hog dog season on Sherburne as well as retrieval of game via ATV.  
Argues Sherburne hog problem is extremely bad and something 
needs to be done.  Are bears moving from WMA to Private Lands 
during seasons?  What’s stopping private land hunters from 
displacing/killing bears? 

Bryce 
Melancon N/A Hog Dog Season on 

WMAs 

Opposed to proposed closure of Hog Dog seasons. Supports year 
round hog dog season.  If hog dogs are really displacing denned 
bears, move season to accommodate bears.  Hog hunting is vital and 
currently the only effective tool to control hog populations.  Argues 
that reported harvest is far lower than actual harvest.  Also argues 
that even if harvest is low, removal of sows/bred sows is extremely 
important.  Wants to allow hog dog season on Sherburne as the 
damage is severe.  Argues that even if hog hunting isn’t 100% 
effective, it still helps.  Argues that something needs to be done to 
control hogs. 

Gant Wyhott N/A Hog Dog Season on 
WMAs 

Agrees with previous comments that reported harvest is inaccurate.  
Wants a more efficient/convenient way to report hog harvest.  
Supports a license/tag system where harvest data is more accurate 
and better enforced to show value in hog dog season.  Supports an 
extended season and supports moving the season to less affect 
bears. 

Troy Trahan N/A Sherburne Asked why ATVs are not allowed to retrieve game on Sherburne 
WMA. 

 



Lake Charles Public Hearing Comment Session 
February 25, 2016 6:30 pm  

Public Attendance: 28 
Public Commenters: 14 

Name Parish Topic of Concern Synopsis 

Scott Rosteet Calcasieu Fall Turkey Season 
He would like LDWF to bring back the Fall Turkey Season on 
Peason Ridge WMA.  He really enjoyed that hunt. 

Mark LeJuine Calcasieu Waterfowl Seasons and 
Zones 

Asked why waterfowl season opens so early in the 
Coastal/West Zone.  Starting too early for ducks and geese; 
would prefer right before Thanksgiving.  Birds are not coming 
down until later.  He would like Larry Reynolds to contact him. 
337.474.4091. 

Grant Vaughn Beauregard Deer Bag Limits 

The bag limit for deer in LA is too high.  He hunts in Area 8.  
He would like to shorten the gun season and push bow season 
back to October.  He is concerned that his kids are not seeing 
any deer from the stands and fears they will get bored and 
stop hunting. 

Dave Kestel  Calcasieu Waterfowl Seasons and 
Zones 

Starting the season Nov. 7th is too early.  Too much food in the 
northern states, no reason for birds to migrate south to LA.  
Asked why the zone framework is not flexible. Federal 
parameters need to be re-evaluated.  He questions duck 
survey methods as to their reliability to produce accurate 
estimates. 

Ancil Delaney Cameron Waterfowl Seasons 

He would like a later season in the Coastal Zone; he would like 
to hunt till January 31st.  He questions why the youth weekend 
runs till February 4th.   He feels that shooting pressure in the 
early season will cause the ducks to leave. 

 
Rusty Vincent 

 
Calcasieu Waterfowl/Feral Hogs 

He would like to see waterfowl season in the Coastal Zone 
open just before Thanksgiving and have a split between New 
Years and the end of January.  He would like the season open 
on holidays.  He would like to shoot hogs at night during deer 
season (LDWF explained that he could and how to do so 
legally).   

Jeff Murphy Calcasieu  Deer Seasons/Waterfowl 
Seasons 

He would like more doe days; need to move areas north of 
the Intracoastal Waterway back into Area 3 so they can 
harvest does before poachers or Blue Tongue kills them.  
He likes the early season in the Coastal Zone because he 
enjoys shooting teal before they migrate south. 

Clark Cormier Cameron Waterfowl Seasons 

He would like to see a later season in the Coastal Zone, such 
as end of November or early December.  There are no ducks 
down for the early season.  He realizes that climate change is 
the issue and would like to move season back to deal with the 
increase in temperatures.  He would like to close the season 
for the Christmas Holidays.  He is angry that Texas gets to 
hunt a later season. 

Mark Bordelon Calcasieu Waterfowl Seasons He would like to have a later waterfowl season in the Coastal 
Zone. 

Leonard Murphy Calcasieu Waterfowl Seasons He would like to have a later waterfowl season in the Coastal 
Zone. 

Mike Soileau Calcasieu Waterfowl Seasons/Feral 
Hogs 

He would like to see the Coastal Zone season moved in line 
with the Eastern Zone.  He likes the East Zone dates and the 
youth hunt dates.  He would like the season to open a week or 
two later in the Coastal Zone. 
He wants to make live transport of Feral Hogs illegal.  They are 
being released back into the wild for the hog dog sport. 

Corey Chaffin Calcasieu Waterfowl 
He would like to participate in the waterfowl survey which 
gauges hunter preference. (LDWF explained that such surveys 
were concucted on a random mail out survey method). 

Jeff Bavar Cameron Waterfowl Seasons He would like to see a later season dates for the Coastal Zone.  
He would like Larry Reynolds to call him 337.302.0977 

Johnathan Jimney Calcasieu Waterfowl 
He would like to be chosen for the waterfowl survey.  (LDWF 
explained that such surveys were concucted on a random mail 
out survey method). 

 



Minden Public Comment Session 
February 29th, 2016 6:00 pm 

Public Attendance: 21 
Total Commenters: 5 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

Monroe Public Comment Session 
February 27, 2016 2:00 pm 

Public Attendance: 22 
Total Commenters: 14 

Name Parish Topic of Concern Synopsis 

Mark Smith Ouachita 

Deer 
Tagging/Experimental 

Quality Deer Season on 
WMAs 

Will WMA/Private land seasons be changed because of 
lack of data? Will there be changes to the tagging system 
or any future proposals to gather more information? 
Suggested adopting practice by other states where 
reported game violations are rewarded with extra tag 
and making tags more coveted.  
Johnathan Bordelon addressed: no proposed changes to 
tagging system at this time, hope for increased 
compliance, mentioned DMAP for private lands 
Wants to know purpose of experimental quality deer 

Name 
 

Parish Topic of Concern Synopsis 

John Cobb Bienville 

Feral hogs/Deer season 
timing/ Loggy Bayou Deer 
Season/Loggy Bayou WMA 

enforcement 

Inquired as to what can be done or what 
is in the works to help control feral hogs.  
Inquired as to why Area 2 doesn’t have 
same dates as Area 1  
Asked if Loggy Bayou WMA is managed 
for the deer herd or hunter use?  From 
his property across bayou from WMA he 
heard shots that he thought were duck 
hunters hunting on WMA after close of 
legal hours.  Also saw boat with lights on 
it at night in bayou between his place 
and WMA.  Asked what he should do to 
report this and asked what is the 
enforcement presence on Loggy Bayou 
WMA. 

Jim Coleman Bossier Loggy Bayou WMA deer 
management and seasons  

Asked how deer management on Loggy 
Bayou WMA affects experimental quality 
bucks only hunt. Asked why do we have a 
7 day primitive firearms season on Loggy 
Bayou WMA.  Asked if LDWF sees any 
problems with check out via self-clearing 
permits. 

Bill Conly Bienville Timing of Area 2 Deer 
Season 

Asked why the Area 2 deer season opens 
when it does instead of opening later. 

 
 
 
 
 

Jeff Merritt 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Webster 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Lake Bistineau Game & Fish 
Preserve / Potential rules 
re: duck hunting on Lake 
Bistineau 
 
 
 
 
 

Asked what is going to happen with Lake 
Bistineau in regards to the game and fish 
preserve issue, and what kind of new 
rules regarding duck hunting.  Asked if  
game and fish preserves all going to be 
made into WMAs.  Asked if a lake 
commission is formed what do they have 
to do to make the rules.  Asked will a 
floating blind be considered a permanent 
blind.  Asked what would be the deadline 
on when rules would have to be made by 
a lake commission if a lake commission is 
formed? 

Jason 
Hendrickson Bossier Miscellaneous Deer 

Regulations 

Deer seem to go nocturnal soon after 
regular firearms season opens.  When he 
was younger youth hunt was a weekend 
and we had a real muzzleloader season 
instead of primitive firearms season.  
Asked why LDWF offers a week of youth 
deer hunt, and a week of primitive 
firearms.  Stated opinion that a .35 
Whelen is not primitive. 



season and wants to see it cut out.  
Johnathan Bordelon: request for season made through 
legislation action. Will continue to have season in the 
short term.  

Jeremy 
Streeter Morehouse Deer Seasons 

What is the possibility of shortening deer season, 
decreasing number of tags to increase deer population, 
pushing season later for maybe less yearlings getting 
killed? 
Johnathan Bordelon addressed: would have to shorten 
season considerable amount to make impact.  

Billy & 
Virginia 
Puckett 

Jackson  Deer Seasons 

Would like Area 2 deer season extended 2 weeks with 
primitive firearms at end of season. Wants to hunt in 
cooler weather with no mosquitos.  
John Hanks addressed: Forward comment to Commission.  
Also any plans to ban dog hunting for deer? 
Johnathan Bordelon addressed: No plans 

 

Newt Briggs Ouachita Spring Squirrel Season 

What is the purpose of spring squirrel season? 
John Hanks addressed: provides opportunity to train 
dogs, breeding season Dec – Feb. Extra opportunity for 
small game hunters with no impact to resource. 

William 
Mabry  Franklin 

Permanent Duck Blinds in 
Turkey Creek Game and 

Fish Preserve 

Wants blinds out of lake.  
Tommy Tuma addressed: Police jury in the process of 
forming commission to set rules/regulations.  

Charles 
Williams 

East Baton 
Rouge/Caldwell 

Waterfowl Refuge on 
Boeuf WMA 

Louisiana Waterfowl Alliance. Concerned there is too 
much hunting pressure on Boeuf WMA causing a decline 
in numbers. Too many gravel roads/ATV trails and access. 
Termination of waterfowl refuge for political reasons was 
bad idea. Asking LDWF Dept. and Commission to restore 
a refuge somewhere on Boeuf and apply to other WMAs 
as well.  

Tommy & 
Jennifer 
Whitten 

Caldwell Closure of February Hog 
Dog Season on WMAs 

Represent Louisiana Hog Dog Hunters Association. Wants 
to keep hog dog season. Understands reasoning for 
removing hog dog season but says no documentation of 
a bear being killed by dog. Why stop it if hogs are known 
to degrade habitat and kill bears?  
Tommy Tuma: Feral Hog Task Force forming and will 
work with hog hunters.  

Ashley 
Wyant  Ouachita Closure of February Hog 

Dog Season on WMAs Opposed to the proposed closure. 

Wayne 
Moore Ouachita Closure of February Hog 

Dog Season on WMAs. 

Opposed to proposed closure. Suggested staggered 
season (2 weeks at a time) because they get pushed out 
with constant hunting pressure only to return afterwards 

James 
Mardis Union/Morehouse Potential New WMAs Wanted information on the purchase and formation of 

two new WMAs (Chemin-A-Haut and Bayou Deloutre). 

Ben Peters Ouachita/Caldwell Russell Sage WMA, South 
Lafourche tract 

Wants to know the plans. 
Tommy Tuma addressed 

Jimmy 
Skeen Ouachita Molpus tracts Question about budget and when tracts will be available.  

Tommy Tuma addressed 

 

Ponchatoula Public Comment Session 
February 26th, 2016 6:00 pm 

Public Attendance: 30 
Total Commenters: 14 

 

Name Parish Topic of 
Concern Synopsis 

Doug Ingram St. Tammany Waterfowl Seasons 
The duck season should be later than the AR season. 



Austin Davis Tangipahoa 

Waterfowl 
Seasons/Pass-a-

Loutre WMA 
Vessel 

Restriction/Joyce 
WMA 

Duck season is too early.  Hunts out of Venice and is unhappy 
with the proposed restriction on surface drive engines.  
Recommends opening of main passes to allow for travel to 
and from camping area and for fishing. 
Suggests putting a SCP kiosk at the Venice landing for Pass a 
Loutre WMA.  Salvinia at the NW section of Joyce WMA makes 
it hard to access.  Why not open it up to surface drive 
engines? 

Robert M. Smith Plaquemine Waterfowl Zones 
There are too many waterfowl zones.  It was simpler when 
there were only 2.  Larry Reynolds explained why we have 3 
now. 

Mark Begue St. Tammany 
Pass-a-Loutre 
WMA Vessel 
Restrictions 

Agrees with limitations on surface drive engines on Pass-a-
Loutre and would like to see them added to lower Pearl River 
WMA south of Hwy 90.  Pirogues are sufficient to reach all of 
that area. 

Gary Thomas Washington Hog Dog Season on 
Pearl River WMA 

Why is there only the one month of February for hog dog 
hunting?  High water sometimes causes the closure of the 
WMA on Pearl River WMA.  He's concerned about the loss of 
hog dog hunting days.  

William Arden Washington Hog Dog Season on 
WMAs 

Opposed to proposed season closure.  Hog dogs have never 
disturbed black bears.  Wants lottery hog dog hunts during the 
summer months. 

Mike Jones, 
President of LA Hog 

Dog Assn. 
Livingston Hog Dog Season on 

WMAs 

Opposed to proposed season closure.  Let's work together 
through a future task force to address hog hunting issues.  
Extensive research by the assn. shows there is no negative 
impact on bears by hog dog hunting.  In the St. Francisville 
area the 2 week extension of archery deer season cuts into 
the time when sows are pregnant.  The disposal of deer and 
hog carcasses along trails and highways needs to be 
addressed. 

William Ard Washington Hog Dog Season on 
WMAs 

Opposed to proposed season closure.  Bears and hogs have 
the same diet.  Let hog hunters hunt hogs more often and in 
more places. 

Donna Jones Livingston Hog Dog Season on 
WMAs 

Is there a time frame for when the seasons of hog dog season 
will be revisited after the evaluation of the reduced negative 
impact of hog dog hunting in bear areas?  Kenny Ribbeck 
mentioned that the population statistics will be monitored 
every year. 

Jeff Averett Livingston Black Bear General 
What is the bear mortality rate?  Kenny Ribbeck answered that 
it is approximately 32/yr. 

Darren Bennett Tangipahoa Deer Seasons 
Deer season should be moved back in Area 4.  He has video of 
a buck chasing a doe on Feb. 14th.  There are more deer in 
this area than when he grew up. 

Ryan White Ascension Self Clearing 
Permits on WMAs  

Suggested an online option that would allow people to check 
in/out and game harvested with smart phones. 

Joshua Michaels Tangipahoa Black Bear General 

What is the boar/sow ratio in the repatriated bear area 
(Richard K. Yancey WMA)?  He questioned whether the 
number of males in the population is too low to effectively 
increase the population. 

Kelly Bardwell Tangipahoa Hog Dog Seasons 
on WMAs 

Questioned why squirrel and rabbit hunters can use dogs on 
regional WMAs, (specifically Joyce WMA), but not hog 
hunters.  Asked if we could swap WMAs allowing hog dog 
hunting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Amendment 1/3 
 
§ 117. Migratory Bird Seasons, Regulations, and Bag Limits 
 

A. Seasons and Bag Limits 

Light Geese (Snow, 

Blue, and Ross’) and 

White-Fronted 

Geese 

North Zone: 

Nov. 125-Dec.4 

Dec. 17-Feb. 12 

 

South Zone: 

Nov. 125-Dec. 4 

Dec. 17-Feb. 12 

Daily bag limit on Light Geese (snow, blue, and ross’) is 

20. 

 

Daily bag limit on White-Fronted Geese is 2. 

No possession limit 

on Light Geese 

(snow, blue, and 

ross’) 

 

Possession limit on 

White-Fronted 

Geese is 6.  

Canada Geese 

North Zone: 

Nov. 125-Dec. 4 

Dec. 12-Jan. 31 

 

South Zone: 

Nov. 125-Dec. 4 

Dec. 17-Jan. 31 1 3 

 
Amendment 4 
 
§ 117. Migratory Bird Seasons, Regulations, and Bag Limits 
 

A. Seasons and Bag Limits 

Ducks, Coots and 

Mergansers 

Coastal Zone: 

Nov. 5-6 (youth 

only) 

Nov. 12-Dec. 4 

Dec. 17-Jan. 22 

 

West Zone: 

Nov. 5 (youth 

only) 

Nov. 12-Dec. 427 

Dec. 17-Jan.2229 

Jan. 28 (youth 

only) 

 

East Zone: 

Nov. 12 (youth 

only) 

Nov. 19-Dec. 4 

Dec. 17-Jan. 29 

Feb. 4 (youth 

only) 

Daily bag limit on ducks is 6 and may include no more 

than 4 mallards (no more than 2 of which may be 

females), 2 canvasback, 1 mottled duck, 1 black duck, 

3 wood ducks, 3 scaup, 2 redheads, and 2 pintails. 

 

Daily bag limit on coots is 15. 

 

Daily bag limit on mergansers is 5, only 2 of which may 

be hooded mergansers.  Merganser limits are in 

addition to the daily bag limit for ducks. 

 

 

Three times the 

daily bag limit. 

 



 

Proposing to Amend Section 111 in the General and WMA Rules and Regs 

 Pass A Loutre WMA  

Proposal is to add language – “The operation of mud boats and air cooled propulsion engines are 

prohibited after 2:00PM from September through January except allowed after 2:00PM in the 

following: Southpass, Pass A Loutre, Southeast Pass, Loomis Pass, Dennis Pass and Cadro 

Pass” 

 

§ 111.  General and Wildlife Management Area Rules and Regulations 

Pass-a-Loutre. Commercial fishing: same as outside. Commercial mullet fishing open only in: 

South Pass, Pass-a-Loutre, North Pass, Southeast Pass, Northeast Pass, Dennis Pass, Johnson 

Pass, Loomis Pass, Cadro Pass, Wright Pass, Viveats Pass, Cognevich Pass, Blind Bay, Redfish 

Bay, Garden Island Bay, Northshore Bay, East Bay (west of barrier islands) and oil and gas canals 

as described on the LDWF Pass-a-Loutre WMA map. All ATVs, UTVs, motorcycles, horses, and 

mules prohibited on this area. Oyster harvesting is prohibited. Mudboats or air-cooled propulsion 

engines powered by more than 36 total horsepower are prohibited on the WMA. Operation of mud 

boats and air-cooled propulsion engines prohibited after 2:00 pm September through January, 

except allowed after 2:00 pm in South Pass, Pass-a-Loutre, Southeast Pass, Loomis Pass, Dennis 

Pass, and Cadro Pass.  Limited access area, no internal combustion engines allowed from 

September through January. See WMA map for specific locations. 

 

Q Commissioner Courville, Assuming there a map, how the boundaries will be defined    

A Todd Baker, LDWF Biologist Director CNR, They boundaries are well known passes with 

hard bank lines; there will be no mistaking in and out and these are major travel routes to the 

campground.  We will put together a map for better visibility to everyone  

 

Chairman Yakupzack explained that this is a proposed amendment by the Department 

 

MOTION by Commissioner Manuel to accept the amendment  

Commissioner Wall seconded the motion made by Commissioner Manuel 

Chairman Yakupzack called for Public Comments  

There were none heard 

Chairman Yakupzack called for a vote and the Motion passed with no opposition 



 

C Commissioner Manuel, There are three zones for waterfowl 

The current proposal is: The coastal zone and the west zone have the exact same dates. I would 

like to change the dates of the west zone  

MOTION by Commissioner Manuel 

Take the west zone, open on proposed date in the current Motion (November 12th) - Two weeks 

first split, have a three week split and reopen at the same time as the East Zone and end at the 

same time of the East Zone.  Take one week away from the first split in the West Zone and add it 

to the end of the season in the second split.   

 

Q Commissioner Courville, Closing the west zone on the 27th of November 

A Commissioner Manuel, Yes which is the Sunday after Thanksgiving.  The Thanksgiving 

holiday would be still in the first split.  Try to have the Christmas and Thanksgiving Holidays open.   

Q Commissioner Courville asked Larry Reynolds, do you anticipate any conflicts as it relates 

to anything else?  

A Larry Reynolds, it can all be worked out  

Chairman Yakupzack, an amendments passed today – we can amend again at the April meeting 

correct?  

A Fred Whitrock, based on history, no further amendments are to be proposed after the March 

meeting.  April, each amendment is brought up individually and voted on.  No other amendments 

are allowed to be brought up in April.  This was done a number of years ago so last minute 

changes could not be made.  Essentially, any amendments you would like to see need to be 

brought forward today.   

 

Commissioner Courville seconded the motion made by Commissioner Manuel  

Chairman Yakupzack called for comments  

 

C Frank Morace, Pineville, Putting pressure on ducks causes them to get up and fly.  If you 

open/close a season next to one another, the ducks are going to move where there is no pressure 

You are essentially taking away a week of hunting from one of the zones  

C Joe Lachney, agree with the proposal  

No other comments heard 

Chairman Yakupzack called for a vote and the Motion passed with no opposition 



 

C Commissioner Courville, clarification to amendment from last month (February)  

 

White Fronted Goose, November 5 – December 4, close, reopen December 17 – February 12th 

Bag Limit 2, Possession Limit 6 

Snow Geese, November 5 – December 4, close, reopen December 17 – February 12th 

Bag Limit 20, No Possession Limit   

Canada Goose, November 5 – December 4, close, reopen December 17 – January 31 

Bag Limit 1, Possession Limit 3 

Both for North and South Zones  

 

MOTION by Commissioner Courville  

Commissioner Manuel seconded the motion made by Commissioner Courville  

Chairman Yakupzack called for comments  

No other comments heard 

Chairman Yakupzack called for a vote and the Motion passed with no opposition 

 

C Chairman Yakupzack, Asked the Department (Wildlife and Fisheries) to resurrect the 

Canada Goose Survey, be it aerial, ground  - like was has been done in past years.  Even if the 

number is zero, it is still a meaningful number.   

C Commissioner Manuel, question to Mr. Kenny Ribbeck – Did we change the typo in the 

limits for…. It was either Quail or Rabbits, but we have a two day possession limit, but I think our 

intent has been to have a three day possession limit for all that is possible.   

A Kenny Ribbeck, Correct, those have been adjusted 

C Steve Smith, those were adopted in 2014 and were not reflected in 76.  That’s a matter of 

working that out with the State Register 

 

Chairman Yakupzack if any Commissioners had any more amendments to present  

Commissioner Wall, Applauded the Department for making amendment for the surface drive to 

allow more access.  This is not a motion but I would like to see if there is any way you can make an 

amendment for the Feral Hog closure.   

 



C Steve Smith, you are asking that we consider proposing something that allows a portion of 

some of the areas that we are closing to be open in some manner and evaluate whether or not 

there is a benefit there 

C Commissioner Wall, Yes, that is correct.  I personally don’t know the areas well enough to 

know if that is even an option.  

C Steve Smith, We can certainly consider and discuss – Members of the Bear staff are not 

here today, but I would like to meet with the Bear staff and discuss after today however, as 

additionally we could also consider whether or not there are areas where that impact does not exist 

possibly.  Yes sir, we can consider it; I don’t have an answer today  

 

C  Commissioner Hebert, Received numerous calls about Hog/Dog Hunting and the pressure 

on the Black Bear.  What’s the difference between Rabbit Hunting with dogs and Feral Hog 

Hunting with Dogs?   Is there a part of the WMA that can remain open? Example in Yancey WMA 

 

A Steve Smith, I’m not saying we cannot, but we do have data on Bear use of that area. We 

have an idea where hogs may be more prevalent  

 

C Commissioner Hebert, Can you explain the difference in hunting for hogs with dogs and 

dogs with squirrels.   

A Steve Smith, The general type of dogs used and the way that those dogs hunt-  It is our 

feeling that there is a more substantial impact from a group of Hog Dogs then from a group of 

beagles or squirrel dogs.  They tend to range closer and are specific to what they are targeting.  

Additionally, those user groups – When Hog Dog Season opened in 2006 on Richard K Yancey –

there were around 200 user days in the month of February associated with hunting feral hogs with 

dogs.  The last three years we’ve averaged 950-1100 user days which indicates that user group 

has increased five fold on that area.  Squirrel and Rabbit hunters are around 400 -450 user days in 

the month of February – Smaller user group and different type of chase  

 

C Commissioner Manuel, What they are asking is can we have some areas open in the 

WMA’s – do we have to have that decision or Motion made today?   Can we change something at 

the April meeting?  Fred (Whitrock) said this could only be done in February or March 

C Mr. Whitrock was asked if this could be changed at the April meeting  



A Mr. Whitrock, “Let me look. We have consolidated a number of the hunting seasons over the 

years, folded them into this one process that we’ve never done in the past and in terms of letting 

certain activities occur may to a certain extent all enough outside of the season dates which are 

the important…..which were what this was originally adopted for this process, this process adopted 

for it may be able to…we might be able to do that at a later session and not violate the “spirit of the 

processes”  that have been adopted.   

C Commissioner Manuel, “We MIGHT be able to?”  

A Fred Whitrock, Yes, MIGHT be able to.  I would have to take a look……. 

Q Commissioner Manuel, If we can, what happens?  

A Fred Whitrock, If we can, it will have to wait……………. 

C Commissioner Manuel, then we will have to go with what you proposed in your Notice of 

Intent - is that correct?  

A Fred Whitrock, Until next year 

C Chairman Yakupzack, We’ve had at least thirty comments on this issue throughout the state 

wide meetings, I think I have over ten people here today to speak on this issue.  It is a contentious 

issue – We’ve heard data and a presentation at last month’s meeting more on the bear biology and 

the Department suggested there was a limit to the effect of the hog control and a much larger 

detriment to the bears. If there is a Motion today we would like to have it, if not, we would like 

clearance on….An Official position before the end of this meeting that if the Department can use 

the thirty days to further consider whether there is a way for these two user groups to co-exist on 

certain portions of the Management Areas – then that be considered and if it can be changed at 

the April meeting that we can consider it there.  I think that would give some of the people in this 

room some comfort and at least two Commissioners here some comfort that if the Department 

could further consider that and there’s an opportunity to change it in April then I think that would 

give people some comfort here today.  

I think this is a good time to take public comment on this issue, suggesting that because there are 

so many people, we are going to limit each person to three minutes.  

 

C Thomas Whitten, LHHA, Against the Proposal (handed out three “pamphlets” to each 

Commissioner) – Thanked the Commission for the meetings held.  Good Discussions at the 

meetings. Representing true dog men; not running carelessly through the woods as described as 

knows a lot about dogs and training.  



All of the dogs raised are the same breed, same exact dogs; His dogs are the most sought after 

blood lines for big game.  The WMA’s in question have an established Black Bear population that 

is growing and a significant Coyote problem. (Refer to Environmental Assessment Feral Swine 

Damage and Disease Management in Louisiana – Copy given to Commissioners, Copy in file).  

“The information provided in these reports are facts, not just something somebody thinks could be 

happening.  Hog dogs being a threat to the Louisiana Black Bear population is only suspicion and 

one that we adamantly disagree with, however the information that I shared is facts.”  

I, or the people I’m representing aren’t against any type of compromise such as moving seasons, 

dates around.  There are a lot of things we can do besides saying no. This is all a suspicion.  All 

you have is a suspicion.  

 

C Commissioner Yakupzack, just to confirm, you are willing to compromise and try and work 

with the Department?  

C Thomas Whitten, absolutely  

C Jennifer Whitten, LHHA, Against the Proposal  

C Darren Littleton, Hog dogs don’t make a sound until told to.  Coon dogs are hound dogs 

bred to run bear.  Bears eat young deer and so do hogs.  We cannot be discriminated against with 

no real data with what is being shoved down our throats.  We feel like we are being singled out for 

no reason without any information.  We are doing less damage to the bears as far as we’re 

concerned as the other dogs are and coyotes and hogs  

C Mike Jones, President LHHA, Against the Proposal, This is a really important decision that 

yall are making here.  If yall get this wrong, its gonna be much worse on the bear population.  We 

know from the USDA reports that the hogs do separate the cubs from the mother bears and 

without us there taking some of the hogs out, the problem is gonna get much worse.  

House Bill 199 deals with the hog population; we are putting together a taskforce; We need to 

compromise and base decisions on the facts 

C Kyle DeArmond, Spent whole life in Dewey W Wills; recommend putting a bench mark water 

level to close deer season to close Dewey W Wills.  Premature to close roads without a map; the 

roads were not damaged due to high water; there is no handicap access on the northside;  Highly 

opposed to proposal for hog dogs;  there are no facts causing detrimental harm to the Black Bear.  

There are no studies on the Black Bears in Dewey Wills; I propose you move the handicap youth 

hunt to the southside 



C William Ard, LHHA, Against the Proposal, Only allowed one month to hunt and the deer 

hunters cannot control the population; taxpayers and insurance companies have to pay for the 

damage to the crops 

C Wayne Moore, Against the Proposal, Hunts Boeuf WMA and has never seen a bear; sent 

an email to the Department; can be split north and south; do more research and provide the data  

C Ashley Wyatt, Against the Proposal, does not wish to speak  

C Donna Jones, Against the Proposal, does not wish to speak  

C  Frank Morace, Bears do not support the economy; statistics are from bubblegum wrappers; 

there are no bears; coyotes are more prevalent; dogs don’t make any difference; nobody is talking 

about the coyotes killing the bears; Auburn did a survey and its about the money invested; you did 

not close deer season in Reserve during the flood – its overhunted and need to build it up  

C James Coburn, Heard the US Forestry Service is paying people to take hogs off the land;   

C Chairman Yakupzack, The US Forestry Service will meet with Mr. Coburn after the meeting 

C Jay Huner, Rest Areas for Ducks on WMA’s; Does not wish to speak  

C Craig Smith, President Rapides Parish Police Jury, Population numbers of the deer; 

Primitive weapons at the end of the season, Don’t know the effects of the population as of yet 

(deer) from the floods; Doe Days  

C Jonathon Bordelon, LDWF Deer Program Manager, We have data on the numbers of deer;  

Harvest numbers within average of recent years; animals not available for harvest when the water 

crested (60K acre WMA) access limited due to water – many roads closed due to water levels and 

hunter numbers were low; would like Commission to look at the seven days either sex 

C Commissioner Hebert, Do you see a problem with doe season late in the year 

C Jonathon Bordelon, Doe days were changed due to the lack of participation  

Prefer to take earlier in season when resources are more prevalent; low female harvest; good 

reproductive output rates; density below capacity; Healthy Herds 

C Commissioner Hebert, should we not be concerned 

C Jonathon Bordelon, its sustainable  

C Commissioner Courville, The Authority of the Department to conduct Experimental Harvest 

programs;  Is that something the Commission has to authorize or can the Department at its 

discretion when they see an issue conduct and experimental effort regardless of species 

C Commissioner Manuel, Mr. Whitrock that is two items you need to answer for us 

C Commissioner Courville, Hogs are a problem and Bears are a priority; If there is a 

mechanism by which you can have an experimental harvest, evaluated by the Department (ex., via 



permits), that seems to make good sense.  Me personally, I’m not comfortable based on what I 

know to go against what is currently recommended by the Department however, if the Department 

had the authority to conduct an experimental harvest outside of critical bear times in specific areas 

in an intensively managed and evaluated basis, I might be able to get behind that.  Right now, I 

have to side with the Department recommendation.  My main point is I am curious if the 

Department has that authority and can conduct that kind of experimental harvest program in the 

absence of the Commission taking action and if so, I’m comfortable with that and / or is it more 

appropriate for the Commission to give the Department that kind of authority on this specific matter 

because given it that broad might make some people uncomfortable.  We are pressed for time at 

this point and an answer is needed given the process 

C Fred Whitrock, I can’t give you a……. I could not give you a complete answer on that.  In 

talking to Mr. Anthony he explained that by statute, the only way in which dog hunting can be 

allowed on property is through an experimental season authorized by the Commission - Dog 

Hunting is prohibited unless Commission grants authority.  So you start adding into all the different 

dynamics and….. I’m just giving you that for something else to consider.  I can’t give you an 

answer on whether……. I would have to go look into that….. 

C Commissioner Manuel, Can we do a Declaration of Emergency to allow the Secretary if the 

Department heads feel like something could be done.  Could we give him authority to allow that to 

happen for an “x” period of time?          

A Fred Whitrock, What you might want to consider doing is doing that and then we can 

determine whether or not that is legally allowable if….and….. if it is legally allowable….then 

certainly we can go ahead……the Commission has a tremendous amount of authority over these 

areas……and…….so……the presumption on my part generally is……….the Commission has the 

authority to do quite a bit……….I can’t guarantee again without……..going back and researching 

this……… 

C Pat Manuel, The example I’m asking you Fred is if for some reason the Department 

determines that the Dewey Wills dog hunting deal would work in the North zone or the South area, 

whatever it may be – we will not be able to at the April meeting to change any of this.  Correct?  Is 

that correct? So, if we would add at the April meeting a Declaration of Emergency to allow the 

Secretary to determine with the advice of the Department’s to do something outside the Notice of 

Intent, would that be kosher?  Fred? 

C Fred Whitrock, the Commission……….well……….the way the……well…….… 



The way the statutes are written, is Declaration of Emergencies are done for Season openings and 

closings by the Commission outside of the normal ninety day or longer……  Notice of Intent 

process could be done through Declarations of Emergencies along with certain ancillary………… 

ancillary parts of the opening and closing and that’s all included within what you had before 

you…..the Secretary has some independent authority to……… authority to issue Declaration of 

Emergency but they’re much more limited……… 

C Pat Manuel, so Fred, what does that mean?  Is the answer No?  

C Fred Whitrock, I think what………what you………you, we, you might be able to get you 

where you……….we might be able to get you where you want to go……..by…….not a Declaration 

of Emergency…….but you….we….by authorizing the Secretary within……the hunting zones that if 

he determines …..that there is a biological basis …….to……well…., to… well allow…..biological 

basis which is necessary to……prevent…well to help the health……of the resource……to be…..to 

be able to open up……open the hog dog longer season then is then close it sooner than it is….you 

have done that in relation to other………openings and closures particularly in some of the fisheries 

seasons……I do………I want to note that though that in dealing with this, that this came up.  Like I 

said, the process it …..that we have is sort of…..sort of a combination of both law and 

policy……it’s not prohibited by law to be able to amend these season dates by the Commission, 

but it does fall into the policy side….. which I feel in this case…….in this case I need to bring to 

your attention the last time this was brought up was 2008…. In 2008 and it did deal with the use of 

dogs and hunting and the…..the request….. some of…..it was slightly different because it was after 

the……the resolution setting the season was adopted…..it came in two months after that….so it’s 

a little different because you still have a month to go here…..but….you know…..that was you know 

dealt with hog dogs ….and..or… and dog hunting….as I said…what was written in the memo at 

that time by my predecessor was a …….the Commissions intent on the establishment of protocol 

was to establish some more predictability and finality in the process of setting the hunting 

seasons….the current process begins in January and culminates in the May meeting… that has 

been shifted one month….it starts in December which allows several months for public hearings, 

receipt of public comments and submissions of amendments to the Notices of Intent.  It is a wide 

comment period…..many have the opportunity to do so.  The final vote in this case the may 

meeting gives it relatively early notice to hunters of what the season dates will be and thanks to the 

Commissions self-imposed protocol, confidence in the finality of those dates. 

C Commissioner Manuel, Have the circumstances changed?  Right?  So we can look at it at 

some later date?  



C Fed Whitrock, from a strictly legal standpoint, you can, however as they say, it goes to a 

predictability and finality of the Commission decisions that one group or another group don’t come 

in at the very last minute or even afterwards and acquire some advantage that the opposition didn’t 

know about.  

C Chairman Yakupzack, we discussed that we have considerable comment, this large 

presence here today on this issue.  Right now, the closures are coming from our biology from the 

department and so what I recommend to the Department and to the Commissioners; if no one else 

here today is going to make any kind of motion to amend the proposed regulation which is a 

closure on those three WMA’s that the Department continue work with some of the leaders of this 

group in the next thirty days…Namely Mr. Whitten and Mr. Jones (President of LHHA) – Continue 

to work with those leaders and see if there is some compromise that there is some-way we cannot 

totally exclude this user group at the same time, not causing any detriment to our bear population 

and the extensive efforts and monies that have been spent to save that species from extinction in 

our state.  If we can do that in the thirty days, I am confident Fred that you can find a legal way that 

we can put that compromise, if one is reached in the regulations; otherwise, in April, what we’re 

going to have is the regulation as proposed which is a closure.  If there is a compromise that can 

be reached, I am confident we can find a way to put that in our regulations;  if not, then we’ll be left 

to deal with it next year or certain user groups may have to deal with it through the Legislature.   

 

C Commissioner Manuel, Might I suggest that we….There was a large contingent of hog dog 

people at the Lafayette meeting also.  Maybe include one or two of them in your discussions.  You 

have their names already.  

C Commissioner Wall, if we don’t have the option, and from everything I heard, we don’t have 

the option to do this at the next meeting, based upon elimination of hog dog hunting; that forces 

me to make a Motion to leave the North end of Dewey Wills open to access for Hog Dog hunting – 

excluded from closure 

C Steve Smith, The Catahoula Lake Diversion Canal is the dividing line on Dewey Wills – we 

have the North end and the South end, approximately ten thousand plus acres on the north end 

Of the sixty five thousand acre WMA 

C Commissioner Wall, We have all this discussion and we don’t act on it none – then this was 

just a waste of time, so we need to make some adjustment.  My recommendation was to allow you 

to come with some type of amendment to make that adjustment and you probably have one better 

than me, apparently not.  We need to act on something so this wasn’t a waste of their time, but 



more than anything, the fact of the resources and the amount of effort.  We all have different 

hobbies we enjoy.  The amount of habitat lost because of hogs – I witnessed this.  It is 

humongous.  If you have another alternative to control the hog population which I haven’t heard; 

one of the ways of doing that is hunting.   

 

MOTION by Commissioner Wall to leave the North end (North of the Catahoula Lake Diversion 

Canal) of Dewey Wills WMA opens  

 

C Steve Smith, I would request in regards to this that we be able to consult with our Bear 

Program Staff and look at bear utilization of the North End compared to other portions of the WMA.  

Im not sure where the majority of our occurrences are happening right now on the WMA;  

C Commissioner Wall, Well then, get them on the phones since they aint here.  We don’t have 

the time to put this off 

C Commissioner Wall, if Fred would give us an answer for the opportunity, then I’m all in.   

 

Commissioner Manuel seconded the Motion made by Commissioner Wall 

Chairman Yakupzack asked for any additional further comments about the Motion 

There were none heard 

Chairman Yakupzack called for a vote; it was not unanimous 

A Roll Call Vote was conducted by Wendy Brogdon  

 

Chad Courville  Nay  

Julie Hebert   Yay 

Pat Manuel   Yay 

Nathan Wall  Yay 

Motion Passes 3 Yay; 1 Nay  

 

 

 



NOTICE OF INTENT 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

Office of Wildlife 

Resident Game Hunting Season, Resident Game Birds and Animals, General and Wildlife Management Area Rules 

and Regulations, General and WMA Turkey Hunting Regulations, Turkey Hunting Areas, Seasons, and Bag Limits, 

and Migratory Bird Seasons, Regulations, and Bag Limits. 

(LAC XIX.101, 103, 111, 113, 115, and 117) 

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has amended the general and wildlife management area rules and regulations 

for the 2016-2017 season, the resident game hunting season for the 2016-2018 hunting seasons, the general and 

wildlife management area rules and regulations for the turkey season, the turkey hunting areas, and seasons, and bag 

limits for the 2017 turkey season, and the migratory bird seasons, regulations, and bag limits for the 2016-17 hunting 

season. 

Title 76 
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part XIX.  Hunting and WMA Regulations 
 

Chapter 1.  Resident Game Hunting Season 

§101. General 

A. The resident game hunting season regulations have been adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission. A complete 

copy of the regulation pamphlet may be obtained from the department. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 21:707 (July 

1995), amended LR 22:585 (July 1996), LR 23:871 (July 1997), LR 24:1324 (July 1998), LR 25:1290 (July 1999), LR 26:1506 (July 2000), LR 

27:1061 (July 2001), LR 28:1615 (July 2002), LR 29:1122 (July 2003), LR 30:1493 (July 2004), LR 31:1627 (July 2005), LR 32:1253 (July 

2006), LR 33:1399 (July 2007), LR 34:1447 (July 2008), LR 35:1278 (July 2009), LR 36:1580 (July 2010), LR 37:2206 (July 2011), LR 38:1747 

(July 2012), LR 39:2307 (August 2013), LR 40:1534 (August 2014), LR 41:958 (May 2015). 



§103. Resident Game Birds and Animals  

A. Shooting Hoursone-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset. 

B. Consult Regulation Pamphlet for Seasons or Specific Regulations on Wildlife Management Areas or Specific Localities 

 

Species Season Dates 

Daily Bag 

Limit 

Possession 

Limit 

Quail 

OPENS:  

3rd Saturday of November 

CLOSES:  

Last Day of February 10 20 

Rabbit 

and 

Squirrel 

OPENS:  

1st Saturday of October 

CLOSES:  

Last Day of February 8 16 

Squirrel

* 

OPENS:  

1st Saturday of May for 23 

days 3 6 

Deer 

2016-18 See Schedule 

1 antlered 

and 1 

antlerless 

(when 

legal) 

6/season (not 

to exceed 3 

antlered deer 

or 4 antlerless 

deer) 

*NOTE: Spring squirrel season is closed on the Kisatchie National Forest, National Wildlife Refuges, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers property. Some state 

wildlife management areas will be open, check WMA season schedule. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. Deer Hunting Schedule 2016-2017 

Area Archery 

Primitive Firearms  

(All Either Sex  

Except as Noted) 

Still Hunt  

(No dogs allowed) With or Without Dogs 



Area Archery 

Primitive Firearms  

(All Either Sex  

Except as Noted) 

Still Hunt  

(No dogs allowed) With or Without Dogs 

1 OPENS: 1st day of 

Oct. 

CLOSES: Last day 

of Jan. 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Fri. after 2nd Sat. of Nov. 

OPENS: Mon. after the next to last 

Sun. of Jan. 

CLOSES: Last day of Jan. 

OPENS: Sat. before Thanksgiving 

Day EXCEPT when there are 5 Sats. 

in Nov., then it will open on the 3rd 

Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 2nd Sat. of 

Dec. EXCEPT when there are 5 Sats. 

in Nov. and then it will close on the 

Fri. before the 1st Sat. of Dec. 

OPENS: Mon. after 1st Sat. of Jan. 

CLOSES: next to last Sun. of Jan. 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Dec. 

EXCEPT when there are 5 Sats. 

in Nov., then it will open on the 

1st Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 1st Sat. of 

Jan. 

2 OPENS: 1st day of 

Oct. 

CLOSES: Last day 

of Jan. 

OPENS: Next to last Sat. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Fri. before last Sat. of Oct. 

OPENS: Mon. after the last day of 

Modern Firearm Season in Jan. 

CLOSES: After 7 days. 

OPENS: Last Sat. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Tues. before 2nd Sat. of 

Dec. in odd numbered years and on 

Wed. during even numbered years 

EXCEPT when there are 5 Sats. in 

Nov. and then it will close on the 

Tues. in odd numbered years or Wed. 

during even numbered years before 

the 1st Sat. of Dec. 

OPENS: Wed. before the 2nd Sat. 

of Dec. in odd numbered years 

and on Thurs. during even 

numbered years EXCEPT when 

there are 5 Sats. in Nov., then it 

will open on the Wed. before the 

1st Sat. of Dec. on odd years and 

Thurs. during even numbered 

years 

CLOSES: 40 days after opening 

in odd numbered years or 39 days 

after opening in even numbered 

years 

3 OPENS: 3rd Sat. 

of Sept. 

CLOSES: Jan. 15 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 3rd Sat. of Oct. 

OPENS: Mon. after Thanksgiving 

Day 

CLOSES: Fri. before 1st Sat. of Dec. 

OPENS: 3rd Sat. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Sun. after Thanksgiving 

Day 

OPENS: 1st Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: After 37 days  

  



Area Archery 

Primitive Firearms  

(All Either Sex  

Except as Noted) 

Still Hunt  

(No dogs allowed) With or Without Dogs 

4 OPENS: 1st day of 

Oct. 

CLOSES: Last day 

of Jan. 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Fri. after 2nd Sat. of 

Nov.(EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: Mon. after the next to last 

Sun. of Jan. 

CLOSES: Last day of Jan. (EITHER 

SEX FOR 1ST 7 DAYS, BUCKS 

ONLY FOR REMAINDER OF 

SEASON) 

OPENS: Sat. before Thanksgiving 

Day EXCEPT when there are 5 Sats. 

in Nov., then it will open on the 3rd 

Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 2nd Sat. of 

Dec. EXCEPT when there are 5 Sats. 

in Nov. and then it will close on the 

Fri. before the 1st Sat. of Dec. 

(BUCKS ONLY UNLESS EITHER 

SEX SEASON IS IN PROGRESS) 

OPENS: Mon. after 1st Sat. of Jan. 

CLOSES: next to last Sun. of Jan. 

(BUCKS ONLY UNLESS EITHER 

SEX SEASON IS IN PROGRESS) 

OPENS: 3rd Sat. of Nov. CLOSES: 

Sun. after 3rd Sat. of Nov. (EITHER 

SEX) 

OPENS: Friday after Thanksgiving 

CLOSES: Sun. after Thanksgiving. 

(EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: 1st Sat. of Dec. CLOSES: 

Sun. after 1st Sat. of Dec. (EITHER 

SEX) 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Jan. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 2nd Sat. of Jan. 

(EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: 3rd Sat. of Jan. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 3rd Sat. of Jan. 

(EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Dec. 

EXCEPT when there are 5 Sats. 

in Nov., then it will open on the 

1st Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 1st Sat. of 

Jan. (BUCKS ONLY UNLESS 

EITHER SEX SEASON IS IN 

PROGRESS) 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 2nd Sat. of 

Dec. (EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: 3rd Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 3rd Sat. of 

Dec. (EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: 4th Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 4th Sat. of 

Dec. (EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: 1st Sat. of Jan. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 1st Sat. of 

Jan. (EITHER SEX) 

5 OPENS: 1st day of 

Oct. 

CLOSES: Feb. 15 

(1st 15 days are 

BUCKS ONLY) 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 3rd Sat. of 

Nov.(BUCKS ONLY) 

OPENS: Mon. after the next to last 

Sun. of Jan. 

CLOSES: Last day of Jan.(EITHER 

SEX 1ST 7 DAYS, BUCKS ONLY 

FOR REMAINDER OF SEASON) 

OPENS: Sat. before Thanksgiving 

Day EXCEPT when there are 5 Sats. 

in Nov., then it will open on the 3rd 

Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 2nd Sat. of 

Dec. EXCEPT when there are 5 Sats. 

in Nov. and then it will close on the 

Fri. before the 1st Sat. of Dec. 

(BUCKS ONLY UNLESS EITHER 

SEX SEASON IS IN PROGRESS)  

OPENS: Fri. after Thanksgiving 

Day. 

CLOSES: Sun. after Thanksgiving 

day. (EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Dec. 

EXCEPT when there are 5 Sats. 

in Nov., then it will open on the 

1st Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: Next to last Sun. of 

Jan. (BUCKS ONLY UNLESS 

EITHER SEX SEASON IS IN 

PROGRESS)  

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 2nd Sat. of 

Dec. (EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: Sat. after Christmas. 

CLOSES: Sun. after Christmas. 

(EITHER SEX)  

OPENS: 2nd Sat. in Jan. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 2nd Sat. in 

Jan. (EITHER SEX) 



Area Archery 

Primitive Firearms  

(All Either Sex  

Except as Noted) 

Still Hunt  

(No dogs allowed) With or Without Dogs 

6 OPENS: 1st day of 

Oct. 

CLOSES: Feb. 15 

(1st 15 days are 

BUCKS ONLY) 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 3rd Sat. of 

Nov. 

OPENS: Mon. after the next to last 

Sun. of Jan. 

CLOSES: Last day of Jan. 

OPENS: Sat. before Thanksgiving 

Day EXCEPT when there are 5 Sats. 

in Nov., then it will open on the 3rd 

Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 2nd Sat. of 

Dec. EXCEPT when there are 5 Sats. 

in Nov. and then it will close on the 

Fri. before the 1st Sat. of Dec. 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Dec. 

EXCEPT when there are 5 Sats. 

in Nov., then it will open on the 

1st Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: Next to last Sun. of 

Jan. 

7 OPENS: 1st day of 

Oct. 

CLOSES: Last day 

of Jan. 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 3rd Sat. of 

Oct.(EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: 1st Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 2nd Sat. of 

Nov. (BUCKS ONLY). 

OPENS: 3rd Sat. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 3rd Sat. of Oct. 

(EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: Mon. after 3rd Sun. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Fri Before 1st Sat. of Nov. 

(BUCKS ONLY) 

OPENS: 2nd Sat of Nov. 

CLOSES: Sun. after Thanksgiving 

(BUCKS ONLY UNLESS EITHER 

SEX SEASON IS IN PROGRESS) 

OPENS: 3rd Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 3rd Sat. of Nov. 

(EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: Fri. after Thanksgiving. 

CLOSES: Sun. after Thanksgiving. 

(EITHER SEX)  

OPENS: Mon. after Thanksgiving 

Day 

CLOSES: After 35 days(BUCKS 

ONLY UNLESS EITHER SEX 

SEASON IS IN PROGRESS) 

OPENS: Sat. after Christmas. 

CLOSES: Sun. after Christmas. 

(EITHER SEX) 

 

8 OPENS: 3rd Sat. 

of Sept. 

CLOSES: 

Jan. 15 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 3rd Sat. of Oct.  

OPENS: Mon. after Thanksgiving 

Day 

CLOSES: Fri. before 1st Sat. of Dec. 

OPENS: 3rd Sat. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Sun. after Thanksgiving 

Day. 

OPENS: 1st Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: After 37 days. 

9 OPENS: 1st day of 

Oct. 

CLOSES: Feb. 15 

(1st 15 days are 

BUCKS ONLY) 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 3rd Sat. of 

Nov.(BUCKS ONLY) 

OPENS: Mon. after the next to last 

Sun. of Jan. 

CLOSES: Last day of Jan.(EITHER 

SEX 1ST 7 DAYS, BUCKS ONLY 

FOR REMAINDER OF SEASON) 

OPENS: Sat. before Thanksgiving 

Day EXCEPT when there are 5 Sats. 

in Nov., then it will open on the 3rd 

Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 2nd Sat. of 

Dec. EXCEPT when there are 5 Sats. 

in Nov. and then it will close on the 

Fri. before the 1st Sat. of Dec. 

(BUCKS ONLY UNLESS EITHER 

SEX SEASON IS IN PROGRESS)  

OPENS: Fri. after Thanksgiving 

Day. 

CLOSES: Sun. after Thanksgiving 

day. (EITHER SEX)  

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Dec. 

EXCEPT when there are 5 Sats. 

in Nov., then it will open on the 

1st Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: Next to last Sun. of 

Jan. (BUCKS ONLY UNLESS 

EITHER SEX SEASON IS IN 

PROGRESS)  

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 2nd Sat. of 

Dec. (EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: Sat. after Christmas. 

CLOSES: Sun. after Christmas. 

(EITHER SEX)  

OPENS: 2nd Sat. in Jan. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 2nd Sat. in 

Jan. (EITHER SEX) 



Area Archery 

Primitive Firearms  

(All Either Sex  

Except as Noted) 

Still Hunt  

(No dogs allowed) With or Without Dogs 

10 OPENS: 3rd Sat. 

of Sept. 

CLOSES: Jan. 15 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 3rd Sat. of Oct. 

(EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: Mon. after Thanksgiving 

Day 

CLOSES: Fri. before 1st Sat. of Dec. 

(BUCKS ONLY) 

OPENS: 3rd Sat. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Sun. after Thanksgiving 

Day(BUCKS ONLY UNLESS 

EITHER SEX SEASON IS IN 

PROGRESS) 

OPENS: 1st Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: After 37 days(BUCKS 

ONLY UNLESS EITHER SEX 

SEASON IS IN PROGRESS) 

OPENS: 3rd Sat. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 3rd Sat. in Oct. 

(EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 2nd Sat. of Nov. 

(EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: Fri. after Thanksgiving. 

CLOSES: Sun. after Thanksgiving. 

(EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: Sat. after Christmas. 

CLOSES: Sun. after Christmas. 

(EITHER SEX) 

  

 

D. Deer Hunting Schedule 2017-2018 

Area Archery 

Primitive Firearms (All Either Sex 

Except as Noted) Still Hunt (No dogs allowed) With or Without Dogs 

1 OPENS: 1st day of 

Oct. 

CLOSES: Last day 

of Jan. 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Fri. after 2nd Sat. of Nov. 

OPENS: Mon. after the next to last 

Sun. of Jan. 

CLOSES: Last day of Jan. 

OPENS: Sat. before Thanksgiving 

Day EXCEPT when there are 5 

Sats. in Nov., then it will open on 

the 3rd Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 2nd Sat. of 

Dec. EXCEPT when there are 5 

Sats. in Nov. and then it will close 

on the Fri. before the 1st Sat. of 

Dec. 

OPENS: Mon. after 1st Sat. of Jan. 

CLOSES: next to last Sun. of Jan. 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Dec. 

EXCEPT when there are 5 Sats. in 

Nov., then it will open on the 1st 

Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 1st Sat. of 

Jan. 

2 OPENS: 1st day of 

Oct. 

CLOSES: Last day 

of Jan. 

OPENS: Next to last Sat. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Fri. before last Sat. of Oct. 

OPENS: Mon. after the last day of 

Modern Firearm Season in Jan. 

CLOSES: After 7 days. 

OPENS: Last Sat. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Tues. before 2nd Sat. of 

Dec. in odd numbered years and on 

Wed. during even numbered years 

EXCEPT when there are 5 Sats. in 

Nov. and then it will close on the 

Tues. in odd numbered years or 

Wed. during even numbered years 

before the 1st Sat. of Dec. 

OPENS: Wed. before the 2nd Sat. 

of Dec. in odd numbered years 

and on Thurs. during even 

numbered years EXCEPT when 

there are 5 Sats. in Nov., then it 

will open on the Wed. before the 

1st Sat. of Dec. on odd years and 

Thurs. during even numbered 

years 

CLOSES: 40 days after opening in 

odd numbered years or 39 days 



Area Archery 

Primitive Firearms (All Either Sex 

Except as Noted) Still Hunt (No dogs allowed) With or Without Dogs 

after opening in even numbered 

years 

3 OPENS: 3rd Sat. of 

Sept. 

CLOSES: Jan. 15 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 3rd Sat. of Oct. 

OPENS: Mon. after Thanksgiving 

Day 

CLOSES: Fri. before 1st Sat. of Dec. 

OPENS: 3rd Sat. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Sun. after Thanksgiving 

Day 

OPENS: 1st Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: After 37 days 

 

4 OPENS: 1st day of 

Oct. 

CLOSES: Last day 

of Jan. 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Fri. after 2nd Sat. of Nov. 

OPENS: Mon. after the next to last 

Sun. of Jan. 

CLOSES: Last day of Jan. (EITHER 

SEX FOR 1ST 7 DAYS, BUCKS 

ONLY FOR REMAINDER OF 

SEASON) 

OPENS: Sat. before Thanksgiving 

Day EXCEPT when there are 5 

Sats. in Nov., then it will open on 

the 3rd Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 2nd Sat. of 

Dec. EXCEPT when there are 5 

Sats. in Nov. and then it will close 

on the Fri. before the 1st Sat. of 

Dec. 

(BUCKS ONLY UNLESS EITHER 

SEX SEASON IS IN PROGRESS) 

OPENS: Mon. after 1st Sat. of Jan. 

CLOSES: next to last Sun. of Jan. 

(BUCKS ONLY UNLESS EITHER 

SEX SEASON IS IN PROGRESS) 

OPENS: 3rd Sat. of Nov. CLOSES: 

Sun. after 3rd Sat. of Nov. 

(EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: Friday after Thanksgiving 

CLOSES: Sun. after Thanksgiving. 

(EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: 1st Sat. of Dec. CLOSES: 

Sun. after 1st Sat. of Dec. (EITHER 

SEX) 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Jan. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 2nd Sat. of Jan. 

(EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: 3rd Sat. of Jan. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 3rd Sat. of Jan. 

(EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Dec. 

EXCEPT when there are 5 Sats. in 

Nov., then it will open on the 1st 

Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 1st Sat. of 

Jan. (BUCKS ONLY UNLESS 

EITHER SEX SEASON IS IN 

PROGRESS) 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 2nd Sat. of 

Dec. (EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: 3rd Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 3rd Sat. of 

Dec. (EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: 4th Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 4th Sat. of 

Dec. (EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: 1st Sat. of Jan. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 1st Sat. of 

Jan. (EITHER SEX) 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPENS: 1st day of 

Oct. 

CLOSES: Feb. 15 

(1st 15 days are 

BUCKS ONLY) 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 3rd Sat. of 

Nov.(BUCKS ONLY) 

OPENS: Mon. after the next to last 

Sun. of Jan. 

CLOSES: Last day of Jan.(EITHER 

SEX 1ST 7 DAYS, BUCKS ONLY 

FOR REMAINDER OF SEASON) 

OPENS: Sat. before Thanksgiving 

Day EXCEPT when there are 5 

Sats. in Nov., then it will open on 

the 3rd Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 2nd Sat. of 

Dec. EXCEPT when there are 5 

Sats. in Nov. and then it will close 

on the Fri. before the 1st Sat. of 

Dec. (BUCKS ONLY UNLESS 

EITHER SEX SEASON IS IN 

PROGRESS)  

OPENS: Fri. after Thanksgiving 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Dec. 

EXCEPT when there are 5 Sats. in 

Nov., then it will open on the 1st 

Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: Next to last Sun. of Jan. 

(BUCKS ONLY UNLESS 

EITHER SEX SEASON IS IN 

PROGRESS)  

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 2nd Sat. of 

Dec. (EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: Sat. after Christmas. 



Area Archery 

Primitive Firearms (All Either Sex 

Except as Noted) Still Hunt (No dogs allowed) With or Without Dogs 

Day. 

CLOSES: Sun. after Thanksgiving 

day. (EITHER SEX) 

CLOSES: Sun. after Christmas. 

(EITHER SEX)  

OPENS: 2nd Sat. in Jan. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 2nd Sat. in 

Jan. (EITHER SEX) 

6 OPENS: 1st day of 

Oct. 

CLOSES: Feb. 15 

(1st 15 days are 

BUCKS ONLY) 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 3rd Sat. of Nov. 

OPENS: Mon. after the next to last 

Sun. of Jan. 

CLOSES: Last day of Jan. 

OPENS: Sat. before Thanksgiving 

Day EXCEPT when there are 5 

Sats. in Nov., then it will open on 

the 3rd Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 2nd Sat. of 

Dec. EXCEPT when there are 5 

Sats. in Nov. and then it will close 

on the Fri. before the 1st Sat. of 

Dec. 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Dec. 

EXCEPT when there are 5 Sats. in 

Nov., then it will open on the 1st 

Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: Next to last Sun. of Jan. 

7 OPENS: 1st day of 

Oct. 

CLOSES: Last day 

of Jan. 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 3rd Sat. of 

Oct.(EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: 1st Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 2nd Sat. of Nov. 

(BUCKS ONLY). 

OPENS: 3rd Sat. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 3rd Sat. of Oct. 

(EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: Mon. after 3rd Sun. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Fri Before 1st Sat. of 

Nov. (BUCKS ONLY) 

OPENS: 2nd Sat of Nov. 

CLOSES: Sun. after Thanksgiving 

(BUCKS ONLY UNLESS EITHER 

SEX SEASON IS IN PROGRESS) 

OPENS: 3rd Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 3rd Sat. of 

Nov. (EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: Fri. after Thanksgiving. 

CLOSES: Sun. after Thanksgiving. 

(EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: Mon. after Thanksgiving 

Day 

CLOSES: After 35 days(BUCKS 

ONLY UNLESS EITHER SEX 

SEASON IS IN PROGRESS) 

OPENS: Sat. after Christmas. 

CLOSES: Sun. after Christmas. 

(EITHER SEX) 

8 OPENS: 3rd Sat. of 

Sept. 

CLOSES: 

Jan. 15 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 3rd Sat. of Oct. 

OPENS: Mon. after Thanksgiving 

Day 

CLOSES: Fri. before 1st Sat. of Dec. 

OPENS: 3rd Sat. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Sun. after Thanksgiving 

Day. 

OPENS: 1st Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: After 37 days. 

9 OPENS: 1st day of 

Oct. 

CLOSES: Feb. 15 

(1st 15 days are 

BUCKS ONLY) 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 3rd Sat. of 

Nov.(BUCKS ONLY) 

OPENS: Mon. after the next to last 

Sun. of Jan. 

CLOSES: Last day of Jan.(EITHER 

SEX 1ST 7 DAYS, BUCKS ONLY 

FOR REMAINDER OF SEASON) 

OPENS: Sat. before Thanksgiving 

Day EXCEPT when there are 5 

Sats. in Nov., then it will open on 

the 3rd Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 2nd Sat. of 

Dec. EXCEPT when there are 5 

Sats. in Nov. and then it will close 

on the Fri. before the 1st Sat. of 

Dec. (BUCKS ONLY UNLESS 

EITHER SEX SEASON IS IN 

PROGRESS) 

OPENS: Fri. after Thanksgiving 

Day. 

CLOSES: Sun. after Thanksgiving 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Dec. 

EXCEPT when there are 5 Sats. in 

Nov., then it will open on the 1st 

Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: Next to last Sun. of Jan. 

(BUCKS ONLY UNLESS 

EITHER SEX SEASON IS IN 

PROGRESS) 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 2nd Sat. of 

Dec. (EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: Sat. after Christmas. 

CLOSES: Sun. after Christmas. 

(EITHER SEX) 



Area Archery 

Primitive Firearms (All Either Sex 

Except as Noted) Still Hunt (No dogs allowed) With or Without Dogs 

day. (EITHER SEX) OPENS: 2nd Sat. in Jan. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 2nd Sat. in 

Jan. (EITHER SEX) 

10 OPENS: 3rd Sat. of 

Sept. 

CLOSES: Jan. 15 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Fri. before 3rd Sat. of Oct. 

(EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: Mon. after Thanksgiving 

Day 

CLOSES: Fri. before 1st Sat. of Dec. 

(BUCKS ONLY) 

OPENS: 3rd Sat. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Sun. after Thanksgiving 

Day(BUCKS ONLY UNLESS 

EITHER SEX SEASON IS IN 

PROGRESS) 

OPENS: 1st Sat. of Dec. 

CLOSES: After 37 days(BUCKS 

ONLY UNLESS EITHER SEX 

SEASON IS IN PROGRESS) 

OPENS: 3rd Sat. of Oct. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 3rd Sat. in Oct. 

(EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: 2nd Sat. of Nov. 

CLOSES: Sun. after 2nd Sat. of 

Nov. (EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: Fri. after Thanksgiving. 

CLOSES: Sun. after Thanksgiving. 

(EITHER SEX) 

OPENS: Sat. after Christmas. 

CLOSES: Sun. after Christmas. 

(EITHER SEX) 

 

 

 

E. Farm-raised white-tailed deer on supplemented shooting preserves: 

1. archery, firearm, primitive firearmsOctober 1-January 31 (either-sex). 

F. Exotics on supplemented shooting preserves: 

1. either sexno closed season. 

G. Spring squirrel hunting: 

1. season datesopens 1st Saturday of May for 23 days; 

2. closed areas: 

a. Kisatchie National Forest, national wildlife refuges, and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers property and all WMAs except 

as provided in Paragraph 3 below; 

3. wildlife management area scheduleopens first Saturday of May for nine days on all WMAs except Fort Polk, Peason 

Ridge, Camp Beauregard, Pass-a-Loutre and Salvador. Dogs are allowed during this season for squirrel hunting. Feral hogs may be 

taken on wildlife management areas during this season; 

4. limitsdaily bag limit is three and possession limit is nine. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115, R.S. 56:109(B) and R.S. 56:141(C). 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 21:707 (July 

1995), amended LR 22:585 (July 1996), LR 23:871 (July 1997), LR 24:1324 (July 1998), LR 25:1290 (July 1999), repromulgated LR 25:1526 

(August 1999), LR 26:1506 (July 2000), LR 27:1061 (July 2001), LR 28:1615 (July 2002), LR 29:1122 (July 2003), repromulgated LR 29:1521 

(August 2003), amended LR 30:1494 (July 2004), LR 31:1627 (July 2005), LR 32:1254 (July 2006), LR 33:115 (January 2007), LR 33:1399 



 

(July 2007), LR 34:1447 (July 2008), LR 35:1278 (July 2009), LR 35:2856 (December 2009), LR 36:1580 (July 2010), LR 37:2207 (July 2011), 

LR 38:1747 (July 2012), LR 39:2307 (August 2013), LR 40:1535 (August 2014), LR 41:958 (May 2015). 

§111. General and Wildlife Management Area Hunting Rules and Regulations 

A. Hunting Seasons and Wildlife Management Area (WMA) Regulations 

1. The rules and regulations contained within this digest have been officially approved and adopted by the Wildlife and 

Fisheries Commission under authority vested by sections 115 and 116 of title 56 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 and are 

in full force and effect in conjunction with all applicable statutory laws. The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

(LDWF) has the authority to close or alter seasons in emergency situations in order to protect fish and wildlife resources. 

2. Pursuant to section 40.1 of title 56 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has 

adopted monetary values which are assigned to all illegally taken, possessed, injured or destroyed fish, wild birds, wild quadrupeds 

and other wildlife and aquatic life. Anyone taking, possessing, injuring or destroying fish, wild birds, wild quadrupeds and other 

wildlife and aquatic life shall be required to reimburse the LDWF a sum of money equal to the value of the wildlife illegally taken, 

possessed, injured or destroyed. This monetary reimbursement shall be in addition to any and all criminal penalties imposed for the 

illegal act. 

B. Resident Game Birds and Animals 

1. Shooting hours: one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset. 

C. Other Season Dates 

1. Turkey. Please refer to turkey regulations. 

2. Raccoon and Opossum. No closed season. Raccoon and opossum can be taken at night by one or more licensed hunters 

with one or more dogs and one .22 caliber or smaller rimfire firearm. A licensed hunter may take raccoon or opossum with .22 

caliber or smaller rimfire firearm, .36 caliber or smaller muzzleloader rifle or shotgun during daylight hours. Hunting from boats or 

motor vehicles is prohibited. No bag limit for nighttime or daytime raccoon or opossum hunting during the open trapping season 

except on certain WMAs as listed. The remainder of the year, the raccoon and opossum bag limit for daytime or nighttime is two 

per person per day or night. No one who hunts raccoons or opossums as prescribed above shall pelt during the closed trapping 

season nor sell skins or carcasses of raccoons and opossums taken during the open trapping season unless he is the holder of a 

valid trapping license which shall be required in addition to his basic hunting license. Pelting or selling carcasses is illegal during 

closed trapping season. 

3. Nutria. On WMAs and private property nutria may be taken recreationally by licensed hunters from September 1 through 

the last day of February, during legal shooting hours by any legal hunting method with a daily limit of five. Except nutria may be 

taken on Atchafalaya Delta, Salvador/Timken, Pointe-Aux-Chenes and Pass-a-Loutre WMAs from September 1 to March 31. 

When taken with a shotgun, non-toxic shot must be used. On WMAs during waterfowl seasons, nutria may be taken only with the 

use of shotguns with shot no larger than F steel, and during gun deer seasons, anyone taking nutria must display 400 square inches 

of “hunter orange” and wear a “hunter orange” cap or hat. Recreational nutria hunters must remove each nutria carcass in whole 

condition from the hunting area, except that nutria may be gutted. Possession of detached nutria parts, including nutria tails, by 

recreational hunters is illegal. Nutria harvested recreationally may not be pelted nor may such nutria or any nutria parts from 

recreationally taken nutria be sold, including the tail. Trespassing upon private property for the purpose of taking nutria or other 

furbearing animals is punishable by fines and possible jail time (R.S. 56:265). The Coastwide Nutria Control Program is a separate 

program and is in no way related to the nutria recreational season. For questions on the Coastwide Nutria Control Program, call the 

New Iberia office (337) 373-0032. 



 

4. Blackbirds and Crows. The season for crows shall be September 1 through January 1 with no limit; however crows, 

blackbirds, cowbirds and grackles may be taken year round during legal shooting hours if they are depredating or about to 

depredate upon ornamentals or shade trees, agricultural crops, livestock, wildlife, or when concentrated in such numbers as to 

cause a health hazard. Louisiana has determined that the birds listed above are crop depredators and that crows have been 

implicated in the spread of the West Nile virus in humans. As described in 50 CFR Part 21, non-toxic shot must be used for the 

take of crows, blackbirds, cowbirds and grackles under the special depredation order. In addition an annual report has to be 

submitted to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for those that participate in the take of these species. 

5. Pheasant. Open concurrently with the quail season; no limit. 

6. Falconry. Special permit required. Resident and migratory game species may be taken except turkeys. Seasons and bag 

limits are the same as for statewide and WMA regulations. Refer to LAC 76:V.301 for specific falconry rules. 

7. Licensed Hunting Preserve, October 1-April 30, Pen-Raised Birds Only. No limit entire season. Refer to LAC 76:V.305 

for specific hunting preserve rules. 

8. Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP). Refer to LAC 76:V.111 for specific DMAP rules. Deer management 

assistance tags must be in the possession of the hunter in order to harvest an antlerless deer. The tag shall be attached through the 

hock in such a manner that it cannot be removed before the deer is transported (including those taken on either-sex days and those 

taken with approved archery equipment or primitive firearms).  Failure to do so is a violation of R.S. 56:115. Deer harvested on 

property enrolled in DMAP do not count in the season or daily bag limit for hunters when legally tagged with DMAP tags. Failing 

to follow DMAP rules and regulations may result in suspension and cancellation of the program on those lands involved.  

9. Farm Raised White-tailed Deer and Exotics on Licensed Supplemented Shooting Preserves 

a. Definitions 

 Exotics—for purposes of this Section means any animal of the family Bovidae (except the Tribe Bovini [cattle]) or 

Cervidae which is not indigenous to Louisiana and which is confined on a supplemented hunting preserve. Exotics shall include, 

but are not limited to, fallow deer, red deer, elk, sika deer, axis deer, and black buck antelope. 

 Hunting—in its different tenses and for purposes of this Section means to take or attempt to take, in accordance with R.S. 

56:8. 

 Same as Outside—for purposes of this Section means hunting on a supplemented hunting preserve must conform to 

applicable statutes and rules governing hunting and deer hunting, as provided for in title 56 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes and 

as established annually by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission. 

 Supplemented Hunting Preserve—for purposes of this Section means any enclosure for which a current farm-raising 

license has been issued by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) with concurrence of the LDWF and is authorized in 

writing by the LDAF and LDWF to permit hunting. 

 White-Tailed Deer—for purposes of this Rule means any animal of the species Odocoileus virginianus which is confined 

on a supplemented hunting preserve. 

b. Seasons: 

 i. farm-raised white-tailed deer: consult the regulations pamphlet; 

 ii. exotics: year round. 

c. Methods of take: 

 i. white-tailed deer: same as outside; 

 ii. exotics: exotics may be taken with traditional bow, compound bow and crossbow or any bow drawn, held or released 

by mechanical means; shotguns not larger than 10 gauge, loaded with buckshot or rifled slug; handguns and rifles no smaller than 



 

.22 caliber centerfire; or muzzleloading rifles or pistols, .44 caliber minimum, or shotguns 10 gauge or smaller, all of which must 

load exclusively from the muzzle or cap and ball cylinder, using black powder or an approved substitute only, and using ball or 

bullet projectile, including saboted bullets only and other approved primitive firearms. 

d. Shooting hours: 

 i. white-tailed deer: same as outside; 

 ii. exotics: one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset. 

e. Bag limit: 

 i. farm-raised white-tailed deer: same as outside; 

 ii. exotics: no limit. 

f. Hunting licenses: 

 i. white-tailed deer: same as outside; 

 ii. exotics: no person shall hunt any exotic without possessing a valid basic and big game hunting license. 

g. Tagging. White-tailed deer and exotics: each animal shall be tagged in the left ear or left antler immediately upon being 

killed and before being moved from the site of the kill with a tag provided by the LDAF. The tag shall remain with the carcass at 

all times. 

10. Bobcat. No person other than the holder of a valid big game license may take or possess bobcat, except licensed trappers 

who may take or possess bobcat during the open trapping season. A big game licensee shall only take bobcat during the time 

period from one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset with approved archery equipment, shotgun, muzzleloader or 

centerfire firearm. A big game licensee shall not take more than one bobcat per calendar year. This regulation applies only to 

property that is privately owned, state WMAs, Kisatchie National Forest, and the Bayou des Ourses, Bodcau, Bonnet Carre, and 

Indian Bayou tracts owned by the Corps of Engineers, but does not apply to state wildlife refuges, or other federally owned refuges 

and lands. On state WMAs and Kisatchie National Forest, the take of bobcat is restricted to those open seasons on the WMAs 

which require the respective legal weapons noted above. 

D. Hunting-General Provisions 

1. A basic resident or non-resident hunting license is required of all persons to hunt, take, possess or cause to be transported 

by any other person any wild bird or quadruped. See information below for exceptions. 

2. No person born on or after September 1, 1969, shall hunt unless that person has first been issued a certificate of 

satisfactory completion of a firearm and hunter education course approved by the department, except any active or veteran member 

of the United States armed services or any POST-certified law enforcement officer. Application for the exemption shall be filed in 

person at the LDWF main office building in the city of Baton Rouge. A person under sixteen years of age may hunt without such 

certificate if he/she is accompanied by and is under the direct supervision of a person who was born before September 1, 1969, and 

has a valid hunting license or who is eighteen years of age or older and has proof of successful completion of a firearm and hunter 

education course approved by the department. 

3. A big game license is required in addition to the basic hunting license to hunt, take, possess or cause to be transported any 

deer. A separate wild turkey license is required in addition to the basic hunting license and the big game license to hunt, take, 

possess or cause to be transported any turkey. 

4. Taking game quadrupeds or birds from aircraft or participating in the taking of deer with the aid of aircraft or from 

automobiles or other moving land vehicles is prohibited. 

5. Methods of Taking Resident Game Birds and Quadrupeds 



 

a. It is illegal to intentionally feed, deposit, place, distribute, expose, scatter, or cause to be fed, deposited, placed, 

distributed, exposed, or scattered raw sweet potatoes to wild game quadrupeds. 

b. Use of a traditional bow, compound bow and crossbow or any bow drawn, held or released by mechanical means or a 

shotgun not larger than a 10 gauge fired from the shoulder shall be legal for taking all resident game birds and quadrupeds. Also, 

the use of a handgun, rifle and falconry (special permit required) shall be legal for taking all game species except turkey. It shall be 

illegal to hunt or take squirrels or rabbits at any time with a breech-loaded rifle or handgun larger than .22 caliber, any centerfire 

firearm, or a muzzleloading firearm larger than .36 caliber. It shall be legal to hunt or take squirrels, rabbits, and outlaw 

quadrupeds with air rifles.  

c. Still hunting is defined as stalking or stationary stand hunting without the use of dog(s). Pursuing, driving or hunting 

deer with dogs is prohibited when or where a still hunting season or area is designated, and will be strictly enforced. Shotguns 

larger than 10 gauge or capable of holding more than three shells shall be prohibited. Plugs used in shotguns must be incapable of 

being removed without disassembly. Refer to game schedules contained within these regulations for specific restrictions on the use 

of firearms and other devices. 

d. No person shall take or kill any game bird or wild quadruped with a firearm fitted with an infrared sight, laser sight, or 

except as provided in R.S. 56:116(A)(8) any sighting device which projects a beam of light to the target or otherwise electronically 

illuminates the target, or device specifically designed to enhance vision at night [R.S. 56:116.1(B)(3)]. 

6. Nuisance Animals. Landowners or their designees may remove beaver and nutria causing damage to their property 

without a special permit. Water set traps and firearms may be used to remove beaver; nutria may be removed by any means except 

that nutria cannot be taken by the use of headlight and gun between the hours of sunset and sunrise. With a special permit issued 

by the LDWF, beavers may be taken between one-half hour after official sunset to one-half hour before official sunrise for a period 

of three consecutive calendar evenings from the effective date of the permit.  Any nuisance beaver or nutria trapped or shot outside 

open trapping season cannot be pelted or sold. A trapping license is required to sell or pelt nuisance beavers or nutria taken during 

open trapping season. Squirrels found depredating commercial crops of pecans may be taken year-round by permit issued by the 

LDWF. This permit shall be valid for 30 days from the date of issuance. Contact the local region office for details. 

7. Threatened and endangered species: Louisiana black bear, Louisiana pearl shell (mussel), sea turtles, gopher tortoise, 

ringed sawback turtle, brown pelican, bald eagle, peregrine falcon, whooping crane, Eskimo curlew, piping plover, interior least 

tern, ivory-billed woodpecker, red-cockaded woodpecker, Bachman's warbler, West Indian manatee, Florida panther, pallid 

sturgeon, Gulf sturgeon, Atwater’s greater prairie chicken, whales and red wolf. Taking or harassment of any of these species is a 

violation of state and federal laws. 

8. Outlaw Quadrupeds. Holders of a legal hunting license may take coyotes, feral hogs, and armadillos year round during 

legal daylight shooting hours. The running of coyotes with dogs is prohibited in all turkey hunting areas during the open turkey 

season. Coyote hunting is restricted to chase only when using dogs during still hunting segments of the firearm and archery only 

seasons for deer. Foxes are protected quadrupeds and may be taken only with traps by licensed trappers during the trapping season. 

Remainder of the year "chase only" allowed by licensed hunters. 

9. Nighttime Take of Nuisance Animals and Outlaw Quadrupeds. On private property, the landowner, or his lessee or agent 

with written permission and the landowner’s contact information in his possession, may take outlaw quadrupeds (coyotes, 

armadillos and feral hogs), nutria, or beaver during the nighttime hours from one-half hour after official sunset on the last day of 

February to one-half hour after official sunset the last day of August of that same year. Such taking may be with or without the aid 

of artificial light, infrared or laser sighting devices, or night vision devices. In addition, pursuant to R.S. 56:116(D)(3) any person 

who is authorized to possess a firearm suppressor may use a firearm fitted with a sound suppressor when taking outlaw 



 

quadrupeds, nutria, or beaver. Any person attempting to take outlaw quadrupeds under the provisions of the paragraph, within 24 

hours prior to the attempted taking, shall notify the sheriff of the parish in which the property is located and the LDWF 

Enforcement Division by calling (800) 442-2511 of their intention to attempt to take outlaw quadrupeds under the provision of this 

Paragraph. 

10. Hunting and/or Discharging Firearms on Public Roads. Hunting, standing, loitering or shooting game quadrupeds or game 

birds while on a public road or public road right-of-way is prohibited. Hunting or the discharge of firearms on roads or highways 

located on public levees or within 100 feet from the centerline of such levee roads or highways is prohibited. Spot lighting or 

shining from public roads is prohibited by state law. Hunting from all public roads and public road rights-of-way is prohibited. 

11. Tags. Any part of the deer or wild turkey divided shall have affixed thereto the name, date, address and big game license 

number of the person killing the deer or wild turkey and the sex of that animal. This information shall be legibly written in pen or 

pencil, on any piece of paper or cardboard or any material, which is attached or secured to or enclosing the part or parts. On lands 

enrolled in DMAP, deer management assistance tags must be attached and locked through the hock of antlerless deer, (including 

those taken with approved archery and primitive firearms, and those antlerless deer taken on either-sex days) in a manner that it 

cannot be removed, before the deer is moved from the site of the kill. 

12. Sex Identification. Positive evidence of sex identification, including the head or sex organs, shall remain on any deer 

taken or killed within the state of Louisiana, or on all turkeys taken or killed so long as such deer or turkey is kept in camp or field, 

or is in route to the domicile of its possessor, or until such deer or turkey has been stored at the domicile of its possessor or divided 

at a cold storage facility and has become identifiable as food rather than as wild game. 

E. General Deer Hunting Regulations 

1. Prior to hunting deer, all deer hunters, regardless of age or license status, must obtain deer tags and have in possession 

when hunting deer. Immediately upon harvesting a deer, the hunter must tag the deer with the appropriate carcass tag and 

document the kill on the deer tag license. Within seven days the hunter must validate the kill. Hunters harvesting deer on DMAP 

lands can validate deer per instructions by LDWF using the DMAP harvest data sheets.  Hunters on WMAS can validate deer 

during mandatory deer check hunts, when deer check stations are in operation. Hunters may validate deer by calling the validation 

toll free number or using the validation website.  

2. 2016-2017 Season. One antlered and one antlerless deer per day (when legal) except on Kisatchie National Forest , Indian 

Bayou Area owned by the US Army Corps of Engineers, and some federal refuges (check refuge regulations) where the daily limit 

shall be one deer per day. Season limit is six, not to exceed three antlered deer or four antlerless deer (all segments included) by all 

methods of take, except antlerless harvest on property enrolled in DMAP does not count in the season or daily bag limit for 

hunters. Antlerless deer may be harvested during entire deer season on private lands (all seasons included) except as specified in 

deer hunting schedule. Consult deer hunting schedule in the regulations pamphlet for either-sex days for these parishes and areas. 

This does not apply to public lands (WMAs, national forest lands, and federal refuges) which will have specified either-sex days. 

3. 2017-2018 Season. One antlered and one antlerless deer per day (when legal) except on Kisatchie National Forest, Indian 

Bayou area owned by the US Army Corps of Engineers, and some federal refuges (check refuge regulations) where the daily limit 

shall be one deer per day. Season limit is six, not to exceed three antlered deer or four antlerless deer (all segments included) by all 

methods of take, except antlerless harvest on property enrolled in DMAP does not count in the season or daily bag limit for 

hunters. Antlerless deer may be harvested during entire deer season on private lands (all seasons included) except as specified in 

deer hunting schedule. Consult deer hunting schedule in the regulations pamphlet for either-sex days for these parishes and areas. 

This does not apply to public lands (WMAs, national forest lands, and federal refuges) which will have specified either-sex days. 



 

4. A legal antlered deer is a deer with at least one visible antler of hardened bony material, broken naturally through the skin, 

except on Alexander State Forest WMA, Bayou Macon WMA, Big Lake WMA, Bodcau WMA, Boeuf WMA, Buckhorn WMA, 

Dewey Wills WMA, Jackson-Bienville WMA, Loggy Bayou WMA, Ouachita WMA, Pearl River WMA, Pomme de Terre WMA, 

Red River WMA, Russell Sage WMA, Sicily Island Hills WMA, Spring Bayou WMA, Three Rivers WMA and Union WMA 

during the experimental quality deer season (See the specific WMA schedule for more information.). A legal antlered deer during 

the experimental quality deer season shall be defined as a deer with at least four points on one side. To be counted as a point, a 

projection must be at least on inch long and its length must exceed the length of its base. The beam tip is counted as a point but not 

measured as a point. Killing antlerless deer is prohibited except where specifically allowed. 

5. Either-sex deer is defined as male or female deer. Taking or possessing spotted fawns is prohibited. 

6. It is illegal to hunt or shoot deer with firearms smaller than .22 caliber centerfire or a shotgun loaded with anything other 

than buckshot or slug. Handguns may be used for hunting. 

7. Taking game quadrupeds or birds from aircraft, participating in the taking of deer with the aid of aircraft or from 

automobiles or other moving land vehicles is prohibited. 

8. Still hunting is defined as stalking or stationary stand hunting without the use of dog(s). Pursuing, driving or hunting deer 

with dogs or moving vehicles, including ATVs, when or where a still hunting season or area is designated, is prohibited and will be 

strictly enforced. The training of deer dogs is prohibited in all still hunting areas during the gun still hunting and archery only 

season. Deer hunting with dogs is allowed in all other areas having open deer seasons that are not specifically designated as still 

hunting only. A leashed dog may be used to trail and retrieve wounded or unrecovered deer during legal hunting hours. Any dog 

used to trail or retrieve wounded or unrecovered deer shall have on a collar with owner’s name, address, and phone number. In 

addition, a dog may be used to trail and retrieve unrecovered deer after legal hunting hours; however, no person accompanying a 

dog after legal hunting hours may carry a firearm of any sort. 

9. It is illegal to take deer while deer are swimming or while the hunter is in a boat with motor attached in operating 

position; however the restriction in this paragraph shall not apply to any person who has lost one or more limbs. 

10. Areas not specifically designated as open are closed. 

11. Primitive Firearms Season: Still Hunt Only. Specific WMAs will also be open, check WMA schedule for specific details. 

Primitive firearms license is required for resident hunters between the ages of 16 and 59 inclusive and non-residents 16 years of 

age and older. Either-sex deer may be taken in all deer hunting areas except as otherwise specified. It is unlawful to carry a gun, 

other than a primitive firearm, including those powered by air or other means, while hunting during the special primitive firearms 

segment. Except, it is lawful to carry a .22 caliber rimfire pistol loaded with #12 shot (ratshot only). 

a. Legal Firearms for Primitive Firearms Season  

 i. Rifles or pistols, .44 caliber minimum, or shotguns 10 gauge or smaller, all of which must load exclusively from the 

muzzle, use black powder or approved substitute only, take ball, shot, or bullet projectile only, including saboted bullets, and may 

be fitted with magnified scopes.  

 ii. Single shot, breech loading rifles or single shot, breech loading pistols, .35 caliber or larger, having an exposed 

hammer, that use metallic cartridges loaded either with black powder or modern smokeless powder, and may be fitted with 

magnified scopes. 

 iii. Single shot, breech loading shotguns, 10 gauge or smaller, having an exposed hammer, loaded with buckshot or slug. 

 iv. Youths 17 or younger may hunt deer with any legal weapon during the primitive firearms season in each deer hunting 

area. 



 

12. Archery Season. Archery license required for resident bow hunters between the ages of 16 and 59 inclusive and non-

residents 16 years of age and older. Either-sex deer may be taken in all areas open for deer hunting except when a bucks only 

season is in progress for gun hunting, and except in areas 6 and 9 from October 1-15. Archers must conform to the bucks only 

regulations. Either-sex deer may be taken on WMAs at any time during archery season except when bucks only seasons are in 

progress on the respective WMA. Also, archery season restricted on Atchafalaya Delta, Salvador, Lake Boeuf, and Pointe-aux-

Chenes WMAs (see schedule). 

a. Bow and Arrow Regulations. Traditional bow, compound bow and crossbow or any bow drawn, held or released by 

mechanical means will be a legal means of take for all properly licensed hunters. Hunting arrows for deer must have well-

sharpened broadhead points. Bow and arrow fishermen must have a sport fishing license and may not carry any arrows with 

broadhead points unless a big game season is in progress. 

 i. It is unlawful: 

(a). to have in possession or use any poisoned or drugged arrow or arrows with explosive tips; 

(b). to hunt deer with a bow having a pull less than 30 pounds; 

(c). to hunt with a bow or crossbow fitted with an infrared, laser sight, electrically-operated sight or device specifically 

designed to enhance vision at night (does not include non-projecting red dot sights) [R.S. 56:116.1.B.(4)]. 

13. Hunter Orange. Any person hunting any wildlife during the open gun deer hunting season and possessing buckshot, slugs, 

a primitive firearm, or a centerfire rifle shall display on his head, chest and/or back a total of not less than 400 square inches of 

"hunter orange". Persons hunting on privately owned land may wear a hunter orange cap or hat in lieu of the 400 square inches. 

These provisions shall not apply to persons hunting deer from elevated stands on property that is privately owned or to archery 

deer hunters hunting on lands where firearm hunting is not allowed by agreement of the landowner or lessee. However, anyone 

hunting deer on such lands where hunting with firearms is allowed shall be required to display the 400 square inches or a hunter 

orange cap or hat while walking to and from elevated stands. While a person is hunting from an elevated stand, the 400 square 

inches or cap or hat may be concealed. Warning: deer hunters are cautioned to watch for persons hunting other game or engaged in 

activities not requiring "hunter orange". 

14. Physically Challenged Season on Private Lands (Either-Sex): first Saturday of October for two days. Restricted to 

individuals with physically challenged hunter permit. 

15. Youth and Honorably Discharged Veterans Season on Private Lands (Either-Sex). Areas 1, 4, 5, 6 and 9: last Saturday of 

October for seven days; area 2: second Saturday of October for seven days; and areas 3, 7, 8 and 10: fourth Saturday of September 

for seven days. Youths 17 or younger only. Youths must be accompanied by an adult 18 years of age or older. Youths must possess 

a hunter safety certification or proof of successful completion of a hunter safety course. If the accompanying adult is in possession 

of hunter safety certification, a valid hunting license or proof of successful completion of a hunter safety course, this requirement 

is waived for the youth. Adults may not possess a firearm. Youths may possess only one firearm while hunting. Legal firearms are 

the same as described for deer hunting. The supervising adult shall maintain visual andvoice contact with the youth at all times. 

Except properly licensed youths 16-17 years old and youths 12 years old or older who have successfully completed a hunter safety 

course may hunt without a supervising adult. One of the following must be carried by veterans while hunting: 

a. Louisiana OMV issued U.S. Veterans Driver’s License; or 

b. U.S. Department of Defense Form 214 or one of the following DD_214 equivalents: 

 i. pre DD 214 era documents (1941_1950): 

(a). WE AGO (war department adjutant general) forms, to include WD AGO 53, WD AGO 55, WD AGO 53_55; 

(b). JAVPERS (naval personnel) discharge documents, to include NAVPERS 553, NAVMC78PD, NAVCG 553; 



 

 ii. National Personnel Records Center NPRC "statement of service," issued as a result of a destroyed discharge record 

during the 1973 National Archives fire; 

 iii. National Guard/Air National Guard must have NGB_22 with 6 or more years of service. 

F. Description of Areas, 2015-2017 

1. Area 1 

a. All of the following parishes are open: Concordia, East Carroll, Franklin, Madison, Richland, Tensas, West Carrol. 

b. Portions of the following parishes are also open: 

 i. Catahoulaeast of Boeuf River to Ouachita River, east of Ouachita River from its confluence with Boeuf River to 

LA 8, south and east of LA 8 southwesterly to parish line; 

 ii. Granteast of US 165 and south of LA 8; 

 iii. LaSallesouth of a line beginning where Little River enters Catahoula Lake following the center of the lake 

eastward to Old River then to US 84, east of US 84 northward to LA 8, south of LA 8 eastward to parish line; 

 iv. Ouachitasouth of US 80 and east of Ouachita River, east of LA 139 from Sicard to junction of LA 134, south of LA 

134 to Morehouse line at Wham Bake; 

 v. Rapideseast of US 165 and north of Red River. 

c. Still hunting only in all or portions of the following parishes: 

 i. Catahoulasouth of Deer Creek to Boeuf River, east of Boeuf and Ouachita Rivers to LA 8 at Harrisonburg, west of 

LA 8 to LA 913, west of LA 913 and LA 15 to Deer Creek; 

 ii. East Carrollall; 

 iii. Franklinall; 

 iv. Morehouseeast of US 165 (from Arkansas state line) to Bonita, south and east of LA 140 to junction of LA 830-4 

(Cooper Lake Road), east of LA 830-4 to Bastrop, east of LA 139 at Bastrop to junction of LA 593, east and north of LA 593 to 

Collinston, east of LA 138 to junction of LA 134 and south of LA 134 to Ouachita line at Wham Brake; 

 v. Ouachitasouth of US 80 and east of Ouachita River, east of LA 139 from Sicard to junction of LA 134, south of LA 

134 to Morehouse line at Wham Bake; 

 vi. Richlandall. 

 vii. West Carroll 

2. Area 2 

a. All of the following parishes are open:  

 i. Bienville, Bossier, Caddo, Caldwell, Claiborne, DeSoto, Jackson, Lincoln, Natchitoches, Red River, Sabine, Union, 

Webster, Winn; 

 ii. except: Kisatchie National Forest which has special regulations. Caney, Corney, Middlefork tracts of Kisatchie have 

the same regulations as area 2, except still hunting only for deer. 

b. Portions of the following parishes are also open: 

 i. Allennorth of US 190 from parish line westward to Kinder, east of US 165 from Kinder northward to LA 10 at 

Oakdale, north of LA 10 from Oakdale westward to the parish line; 

 ii. Avoyellesthat portion west of I-49; 

 iii. Catahoulawest of Boeuf River to Ouachita River, west of Ouachita River from its confluence with Boeuf River to 

LA 8, north and west of LA 8 southwesterly to parish line; 



 

 iv. Evangelineall except the following portions: east of I-49 to junction of LA 29, east of LA 29 south of I-49 to Ville 

Platte, and north of US 167 east of Ville Platte; 

 v. Grantall except that portion south of LA 8 and east of US 165; 

 vi. Jefferson Davisnorth of US 190; 

 vii. LaSallenorth of a line beginning where Little River enters Catahoula Lake, following the center of the lake 

eastward to Old River then to US 84, west of US 84 northward to LA 8, north of LA 8 eastward to parish line; 

 viii. Morehousewest of US 165 (from Arkansas state line) to Bonita, north and west of LA 140 to junction of LA 830-4 

(Cooper Lake Road), west of LA 830-4 to Bastrop, west of LA 139 to junction of LA 593, west and south of LA 593 to Collinston, 

west of LA 138 to junction of LA 134 and north of LA 134 to Ouachita Parish line at Wham Brake; 

 ix. Ouachitaall except south of US 80 and east of Ouachita River, east of LA 139 from Sicard to junction of LA 134, 

south of LA 134 to Morehouse Parish line at Wham Brake; 

 x. Rapidesall except north of Red River and east of US 165, south of LA 465 to junction of LA 121, west of LA 121 

and LA 112 to Union Hill, and north of LA 113 from Union Hill to Vernon Parish line, and that portion south of Alexandria 

between Red River and US 167 to junction of US 167 with I-49 at Turkey Creek exit, east of I-49 southward to parish line; 

 xi. Vernonnorth of LA 10 from the parish line westward to LA 113, south of LA 113 eastward to parish line. Also the 

portion north of LA 465 west of LA 117 from Kurthwood to Leesville and north of LA 8 from Leesville to Texas state line.  

c. Still hunting only in all or portions of the following parishes: 

 i. Claiborne and WebsterCaney, Corney and Middlefork tracts of Kisatchie National Forest (see Kisatchie National 

Forest regulations); 

 ii. Ouachitaeast of Ouachita River; 

 iii. Rapideswest of US 167 from Alexandria southward to I-49 at Turkey Creek exit, west of I-49 southward to parish 

line, north of parish line westward to US 165, east of US 165 northward to US 167 at Alexandria. North of LA 465 from Vernon 

Parish line to LA 121, west of LA 121 to I-49, west of I-49 to LA 8, south and east of LA 8 to LA 118 (Mora Road), south and west 

of LA 118 to Natchitoches Parish line; 

 iv. Vernoneast of Mora-Hutton Road from Natchitoches Parish line to Hillman Loop Road, south and east of Hillman 

Loop Road to Comrade Road, south of Comrade Road to LA 465, east and north of LA 465 to Rapides Parish line. 

3. Area 3 

a. Portions of the following parishes are open: 

 i. Acadianorth of I-10; 

 ii. Allensouth of US 190 and west of LA 113; 

 iii. Beauregardwest of LA 113 and east of LA 27 from the parish line northward to DeRidder and north of US 190 

westward from DeRidder to Texas state line; 

 iv. Calcasieueast of LA 27 from Sulphur northward to the parish line, and north of I-10; 

 v. Jefferson Davisnorth of I-10 and south of US 190; 

 vi. Lafayettewest of I-49 and north of I-10; 

 vii. Rapidessouth of LA 465 to junction of LA 121, west of LA 121 and LA 112 to Union Hill and north of LA 113 

from Union Hill to Vernon Parish line; 

 viii. St. Landrywest of US 167; 



 

 ix. Vernonwest and north of LA 113, south of LA 465, east of LA 117 from Kurthwood to Leesville, and south of LA 

8 from Leesville to Texas state line. 

4. Area 4 

a. All of St. Helena and Washington Parishes are open. 

b. Portions of the following parishes are also open: 

 i. East Baton Rougeall except that portion north of I-110 and west of US 61; 

 ii. East Felicianaeast of US 61; 

 iii. West Felicianaeast of US 61; 

 iv. Livingstonnorth of I-12; 

 v. Tangipahoanorth of I-12; 

 vi. St. Tammanyall except that portion south of I-12, west of LA 1077 to LA 22, south of LA 22 to Tchefuncte River, 

west of Tchefuncte River southward to Lake Pontchartrain. 

c. Still hunting only in all or portions of the following parishes: 

 i. East Feliciana and East Baton Rougeeast of Thompson Creek from the Mississippi state line to LA 10, north of LA 

10 from Thompson Creek to LA 67 at Clinton, west of LA 67 from Clinton to Mississippi state line, south of Mississippi state line 

from LA 67 to Thompson Creek. Also that portion of East Baton Rouge Parish east of LA 67 from LA 64 north to Parish Line, 

south of Parish Line from LA 64 eastward to Amite River, west of Amite River southward to LA 64, north of LA 64 to LA 37 at 

Magnolia, east of LA 37 northward to LA 64 at Indian Mound, north of LA 64 from Indian Mound to LA 67. Also, that portion of 

East Feliciana Parish east of LA 67 from parish line north to LA 959, south of LA 959 east to LA 63, west of LA 63 to Amite 

River, west of Amite River southward to parish line, north of parish line westward to LA 67; 

 ii. St. Helenanorth of LA 16 from Tickfaw River at Montpelier westward to LA 449, east and south of LA 449 from 

LA 16 at Pine Grove northward to Rohner Road, south of Rohner Road to LA 1045, south of LA 1045 to the Tickfaw River, west 

of the Tickfaw River from LA 1045 southward to LA 16 at Montpelier; 

 iii. Tangipahoathat portion of Tangipahoa Parish north of LA 10 from the Tchefuncte River to LA 1061 at Wilmer, east 

of LA 1061 to LA 440 at Bolivar, south of LA 440 to the Tchefuncte River, west of the Tchefuncte River from LA 440 southward 

to LA 10; 

 iv. Washington and St. Tammanyeast of LA 21 from the Mississippi state line southward to the Bogue Chitto River, 

north of the Bogue Chitto River from LA 21 eastward to the Pearl River Navigation Canal, east of the Pearl River Navigation 

Canal southward to the West Pearl River, north of the West Pearl River from the Pearl River Navigation Canal to Holmes Bayou, 

west of Holmes Bayou from the West Pearl River northward to the Pearl River, west of the Pearl River from Holmes Bayou 

northward to the Mississippi state line, south of the Mississippi state line from the Pearl River westward to LA 21. Also, that 

portion of Washington Parish west of LA 25 from the Mississippi state line southward to the Bogue Chitto River, then west of the 

Bogue Chitto River to its junction with the St. Tammany Parish line, north of the St. Tammany Parish line to the Tangipahoa Parish 

line, east of the Tangipahoa Parish line to the Mississippi state line, south of the Mississippi state line to its junction with LA 25; 

 v. West Felicianawest of Thompson Creek to Illinois-Central Railroad, north of Illinois-Central Railroad to Parish 

Road #7, east of Parish Road #7 to the junction of US 61 and LA 966, east of LA 966 from US 61 to Chaney Creek, south of 

Chaney Creek to Thompson Creek. 

5. Area 5 

a.    Portions of the following parishes are open: 



 

  i.   St. Martin Parish – South of I-10 and east of the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee and west of the East 

Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee. 

  ii.   Iberville Parish – South of I-10 and west of the East Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee. 

 iii.   Iberia Parish – East of the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee and West of the East Atchafalaya Basin Protection 

Levee. 

  iv.   St. Mary Parish – East of the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee. 

    v. High water benchmark closure.  Deer hunting in those portions of Iberville and St. Martin parishes south of I-10, 

west of the East Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee, east of the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee, and north of Alligator 

Bayou and Bayou Sorrel will be closed when the river stage of the Atchafalaya River reaches 18 feet at Butte LaRose.  Deer 

hunting in those portions of Iberville, St. Martin, St. Mary and Iberia parishes west of the East Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee, 

east of the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee and south of Alligator Bayou and Bayou Sorrel will be closed when the river 

stage of the Atchafalaya River reaches 15 feet msl at Butte LaRose. 

6. Area 6 

a. All of Point Coupee Parish is open. 

b. Portions of the following parishes are also open: 

 i. Avoyellesall except that portion west of I-49; 

 ii. Evangelinethat portion east of I-49 to junction of LA 29, east of LA 29 south of I-49 to Ville Platte and north of US 

167 east of Ville Platte; 

 iii. Ibervilleall north of I-10, and that portion south of I-10 at the Atchafalaya Basin protection levee south to Upper 

Grand River, then north of Upper Grand River to the Intracoastal Canal at Jack Miller, then west of the Intracoastal Canal 

northward to Bayou Plaquemine, then north of Bayou Plaquemine to the Mississippi River; 

 iv. Lafayettenorth of I-10 and east of I-49; 

 v. Rapidessouth of Alexandria between Red River and US 167 to the junction of US 167 with I-49 at Turkey Creek 

Exit, east of I-49 southward to parish line; 

 vi. St. Landryeast of US 167; 

 vii. St. Martinnorth of I-10; 

 viii. East Baton Rougenorth of I-110 and west of US 61; 

 ix. West Felicianawest of US 61; 

 x. East Felicianawest of US 61; 

 xi. West Baton Rougenorth I-10. 

c. Still hunting only in all or portions of the following parishes: 

 i. Avoyellesnorth of LA 1 from Simmesport westward to LA 115 at Marksville, east of LA 115 from Marksville 

northward to the Red River near Moncla, south and west of the Red River to LA 1 at Simmesport; 

 ii. Rapidessouth of Alexandria between Red River and US 167 to the junction of US 167 with I-49 at Turkey Creek 

Exit, east of I-49 southward to parish line; 

 iii. West Felicianawest of Thompson Creek to Illinois-Central Railroad, north of Illinois-Central Railroad to Parish 

Road #7, east of Parish Road #7 to the junction of US 61 and LA 966, east of LA 966 from US 61 to Chaney Creek, south of 

Chaney Creek to Thompson Creek. 

7. Area 7 



 

a. Portions of the following parishes are open: 

 i. Iberiasouth of LA 14 and west of US 90; 

 ii. St. Maryall except that portion north of US 90 from Iberia Parish line eastward to Wax Lake Outlet, east of Wax 

Lake Outlet southward to Intracoastal Waterway, north of Intracoastal Waterway eastward to the Atchafalaya River, east of the 

Atchafalaya River. 

8. Area 8 

a. Portions of the following parishes are open: 

 i. Allenthat portion east of LA 113 from the parish line to US 190, north of US 190 eastward to Kinder, west of US 

165 northward to LA 10 at Oakdale and south of LA 10 from Oakdale westward to parish line; 

 ii. Beauregardthat portion east of LA 113. Also that portion west of LA 27 from parish line northward to DeRidder, 

south of US 190 from DeRidder to Texas state line; 

 iii. Calcasieuthat portion west of LA 27 from the parish line southward to Sulphur and north of I-10 from Sulphur to 

the Texas state line; 

 iv. Vernonthat portion west of LA 113 from the parish line northward to Pitkin and south of LA 10 from Pitkin 

southward to the parish line. 

9. Area 9 

a. All of the following parishes are open: Ascension, Assumption, Jefferson, Lafourche, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. 

Bernard, St. Charles, St. James, St. John, Terrebonne. 

b. Portions of the following parishes are open: 

 i. Iberiaeast of US 90 and west of the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee and east of the East Atchafalaya 

Basin Protection Levee; 

 ii. Iberville East of the East Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee and south of Upper Grand River to the Intracoastal 

Canal to Bayou Plaquemines, then south of Bayou Plaquemines to the Mississippi River; 

 iii. Lafayettesouth of I-10 and east of US 90; 

 iv. Livingstonsouth of I-12; 

 v. St. Martin West of the Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee and South of I-10.  East of the East Atchafalaya Basin 

Protection Levee and South of I-10; 

 vi. St. Maryeast of US 90 from Iberia Parish line to the Wax Lake Outlet, east of Wax Lake Outlet southward to 

Intracoastal Waterway, north of Intracoastal Waterway eastward to the Atchafalaya River, east of the Atchafalaya River except for 

portion within the East and West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levees; 

 vii. St. Tammanythat portion south of I-12, west of LA 1077 to LA 22, south of LA 22 to Tchefuncte River, west of 

Tchefuncte River southward to Lake Pontchartrain; 

 viii. Tangipahoasouth of I-12; 

 c. Still hunting only in all or portions of the following parishes: 

 i. Ibervilleeast of the Mississippi River; 

 ii. Plaquemineseast of the Mississippi River; 

 iii. St. Bernardall of the parish shall be still hunting only except that portion of St. Bernard known as the spoil area 

between the MRGO on the east and Access Canal on the west, south of Bayou Bienvenue and north of Bayou la Loutre; 



 

 iv. St. Johnsouth of Pass Manchac from Lake Pontchartrain to US 51, east of US 51 from Pass Manchac to LA 638 

(Frenier Beach Road). North of LA 638 from US 51 to Lake Pontchartrain, west of Lake Pontchartrain from LA 638 to Pass 

Manchac. 

10. Area 10 

a. All of Cameron and Vermillion Parishes are open. 

b. Portions of the following parishes are open: 

 i. Acadiasouth of I-10; 

 ii. Calcasieusouth of I-10; 

 iii. Iberiawest of US 90 and north of LA 14; 

 iv. Jefferson Davissouth of I-10; 

 v. Lafayettesouth of I-10 and west of Hwy 90. 

  

G. WMA Regulations 

1. General 

a. The following rules and regulations concerning the management, protection and harvest of wildlife have been officially 

approved and adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission in accordance with the authority provided in Louisiana Revised 

Statutes of 1950, section 109 of title 56. Failure to comply with these regulations will subject individual to citation and/or 

expulsion from the management area. 

b. Citizens are cautioned that by entering a WMA managed by the LDWF they may be subjecting themselves and/or their 

vehicles to game and/or license checks, inspections and searches. 

c. WMA seasons may be altered or closed anytime by the LDWF secretary in emergency situations (floods, fire or other 

critical circumstances). 

d. Hunters may enter the WMA no earlier than 4 a.m. unless otherwise specified. Hunters must check out and exit the 

WMA no later than two hours after sunset, or as otherwise specified. 

e. Lands within WMA boundaries will have the same seasons and regulations pertaining to baiting and use of dogs as the 

WMA within which the lands are enclosed; however, with respect to private lands enclosed within a WMA, the owner or lessee 

may elect to hunt according to the regular season dates and hunting regulations applicable to the geographic area in which the 

lands are located,provided that the lands are first enrolled in DMAP. Interested parties should contact the nearest LDWF region 

office for additional information. 

f. Dumping garbage or trash on WMAs is prohibited. Garbage and trash may be properly disposed of in designated 

locations if provided. 

g. Disorderly conduct or hunting under influence of alcoholic beverages, chemicals and other similar substances is 

prohibited. 

h. Damage to or removal of trees, shrubs, hard mast (including but not limited to acorns and pecans), wild plants, non-

game wildlife (including reptiles and amphibians) or any species of butterflies, skippers or moths is prohibited without a permit 

from the LDWF. Gathering and/or removal of soft fruits, mushrooms and berries shall be limited to five gallons per person per day. 

i. Burning of marshes is prohibited. Hunting actively burning marsh is prohibited. 

j. Nature Trails. Trails shall be limited to pedestrians only. No vehicles, ATVs, horses, mules, bicycles, etc. allowed. 

Removal of vegetation (standing or down) or other natural material prohibited. 



 

k. Deer seasons are for legal buck deer unless otherwise specified. 

l. Small game, when listed under the WMA regulations may include both resident game animals and game birds as well 

as migratory species of birds. 

m. Oysters may not be harvested from any WMA, except that oysters may be harvested from private oyster leases and state 

seed grounds located within a WMA, when authorized by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and upon approval by the 

Department of Health and Hospitals. 

n. Free ranging livestock prohibited. 

2. Permits 

a. A WMA hunting permit is required for persons ages 18 through 59 to hunt on WMAs. 

b. Self-Clearing Permits. A self-clearing permit is required for all activities (hunting, fishing, hiking, bird watching, 

sightseeing, etc.) on WMAs unless otherwise specified. The self-clearing permit will consist of two portions: check in, check out. 

On WMAs where self-clearing permits are required, all persons must obtain a WMA self-clearing permit from an information 

station. The check in portion must be completed and put in a permit box before each day's activity on the day of the activity 

(except if hunting from a private camp adjacent to the WMA being hunted or if camping on the WMA, users need only to check in 

once during any 72 hour period). Users may check-in one day in advance of use. The check-out portion must be carried by each 

person while on the WMA and must be completed and put in a permit box immediately upon exiting the WMA or within 72 hours 

after checking in if hunting from a private camp adjacent to the WMA being hunted or if camping on the WMA. No permit is 

required of fishers and boaters who do not travel on a WMA road and/or launch on the WMA as long as they do not get out of the 

boat and onto the WMA. When mandatory deer checks are specified on WMAs, hunters must check deer at a check station.  When 

mandatory check-in for deer seasons is specified on WMAs, hunters must check in at designated locations, and obtain a daily hunt 

permit. Self-clearing permits are not required for persons only traveling through the WMA provided that the most direct route is 

taken and no activities or stops take place.  

c. Persons using WMAs or other LDWF administered lands for any purpose must possess one of the following: a valid 

wild Louisiana stamp, a valid Louisiana fishing license, or a valid Louisiana hunting license. Persons younger than 16 or older 

than 60 years of age are exempt from this requirement. Also a self-clearing WMA permit, detailed above, may be required 

(available at most entrances to each WMA). Check individual WMA listings for exceptions. 

3. Special Seasons 

a. Youth Deer Hunt. Youths 17 or younger only. Youths must be accompanied by an adult 18 years of age or older. Youths 

must possess a hunter safety certification or proof of successful completion of a hunter safety course. If the accompanying adult is 

in possession of hunter safety certification, a valid hunting license or proof of successful completion of a hunter safety course, this 

requirement is waived for the youth. Adults may not possess a firearm. Youths may possess only one firearm while hunting. Legal 

firearms are the same as described for deer hunting. The supervising adult shall maintain visual and voice contact with the youth at 

all times, except properly licensed youths and youths 12 years old or older who have successfully completed a hunter safety course 

may hunt without a supervising adult. Contact the appropriate region office for maps of specific hunting areas. Either-sex deer may 

be taken on WMAs with youth hunts. Consult the regulations pamphlet for WMAs offering youth hunts.  

NOTE: Some hunts may be by pre-application lottery. 

b. Youth Squirrel Hunt (on selected WMAs only). Only youths 17 or younger may hunt. Squirrel, rabbit, raccoon, hogs 

and opossum may be taken. No dogs allowed. All other seasons will remain open to other hunters. Youths must possess a hunter 

safety certification or proof of successful completion of a hunter safety course. Youths must be accompanied by one adult 18 years 

of age or older. If the accompanying adult is in possession of hunter safety certification, a valid hunting license or proof of 



 

successful completion of a hunter safety course, this requirement is waived for the youth. Adults may not possess a firearm. Youths 

may possess only one firearm while hunting. The supervising adult shall maintain visual and voice contact with the youth at all 

times, except properly licensed youths and youths 12 years old or older who have successfully completed a hunter safety course 

may hunt without a supervising adult. Self-clearing permits are required. Consult the regulations pamphlet for WMAs offering 

youth squirrel hunts. 

c. Youth Mourning Dove Hunt. A youth mourning dove hunt will be conducted on specific WMAs and will follow the 

same regulations provided for youth deer hunts on the first or second weekend of the mourning dove season (Saturday and/or 

Sunday only). Consult the regulations pamphlet for WMAs offering youth mourning dove hunts. 

d. Physically Challenged Season. An either-sex deer season will be held for hunters possessing a physically challenged 

hunter permit on WMAs during the dates specified under the individual WMA. Participants must possess a physically challenged 

hunter permit. Contact region office for permit application and map of specific hunting area. Consult the regulations pamphlet for 

WMAs offering physically challenged seasons.  

e. Turkey Lottery Hunts. Hunts restricted to those persons selected by lottery. Consult the regulations pamphlet for 

deadlines. All turkeys must be reported at self-clearing station. Contact region offices for more details. Consult separate turkey 

hunting regulations pamphlet for more details. 

f. Waterfowl Lottery Hunts. Hunts restricted to those persons selected by lottery. Consult the regulations pamphlet for 

deadline. Consult regulations pamphlet for individual WMA schedules or contact any Wildlife Division office for more details. 

g. Mourning Dove Lottery Hunts. Consult regulations pamphlet for individual WMA schedules or contact any Wildlife 

Division office for more details. 

h. Trapping. Consult annual trapping regulations for specific dates. All traps must be run daily. Traps with teeth are illegal. 

Hunter orange required when a deer gun season is in progress.  

i. Raccoon Hunting. A licensed hunter may take raccoon or opossum, one per person per day, during daylight hours only, 

during the open rabbit season on WMAs.  

 Nighttime Experimentalall nighttime raccoon hunting where allowed is with dogs only. There is no bag limit. Self-

clearing permit required. 

j. Sport Fishing. Sport fishing, crawfishing and frogging are allowed on WMAs when in compliance with current laws 

and regulations except as otherwise specified under individual WMA listings. 

k. Small Game Emphasis Areas. Specially designated areas on certain WMAs will allow small game hunting with dogs, 

confined to that specific area when the remainder of the WMA is restricted to still hunt only. Additionally, off season training of 

rabbit and bird dogs may be allowed on some of the small game emphasis areas. Small game emphasis areas are offered on Big 

Colewa Bayou, Bayou Macon, Bayou Pierre, Boeuf, Dewey W. Wills, Marsh Bayou, Ouachita, Richard K. Yancey, Sandy Hollow, 

Sherburne, and Walnut Hill WMAs.  

4. Firearms 

a. Firearms having live ammunition in the chamber, magazine, cylinder or clip when attached to firearms and crossbows 

cocked in the ready position are not allowed in or on vehicles, boats under power, motorcycles, ATVs, UTVs, ATCs or in camping 

areas on WMAs. Firearms may not be carried on any area before or after permitted hours except in authorized camping areas and 

except as may be permitted for authorized trappers. 

b. Firearms and bows and arrows are not allowed on WMAs during closed seasons except on designated shooting ranges 

or as permitted for trapping and except as allowed pursuant to R.S. 56:109(C) and R.S. 56:1691. Bows and broadhead arrows are 

not allowed on WMAs except during deer archery season, turkey season or as permitted for bowfishing. Active and retired law 



 

enforcement officers in compliance with POST requirements, federal law enforcement officers and holders of Louisiana concealed 

handgun permits or permit holders from a reciprocal state who are in compliance with all other state and federal firearms 

regulations may possess firearms on WMAs provided these firearms are not used for any hunting purpose. 

c. Encased or broken down firearms and any game harvested may be transported through the areas by the most direct 

route provided that no other route exists except as specified under WMA listing. 

d. Loaded firearms are not allowed near WMA check stations. 

e. The following cannot be carried onto any WMA except during modern and primitive firearm deer seasons and during 

special shotgun season for feral hogs on Atchafalaya Delta, Pass-a-Loutre, Pointe-aux-Chenes and Salvador WMAs (consult 

regulations pamphlet for specific WMA regulations): 

 1. Centerfire rifles. 

 2.  Break-action and Bolt-Action handguns. 

 3. Scoped handguns. 

 4. Shotgun slugs or shot larger than BB lead or F steel. 

f. Target shooting and other forms of practice shooting are prohibited on WMAs except as otherwise specified. 

g. Discharging of firearms on or across, or hunting from designated roads, ATV/UTV trails, nature trails, hiking trails, and 

their rights-of-way is prohibited during the modern firearms and primitive firearms deer seasons. 

5. Methods of Taking Game 

a. Moving deer or hogs on a WMA with organized drives and standers, drivers or making use of noises or noise-making 

devices is prohibited. 

b. On WMAs the daily limit shall be one antlered deer and one antlerless deer (when legal) per day, not to exceed three 

antlered deer or four antlerless deer per season (all segments included) by all methods of take.  

c. Baiting, hunting over bait, or possession of bait is prohibited on all WMAs, EXCEPT bait may be kept in a vehicle 

traversing a WMA road or parked on a WMA road. Bait is defined as any substance used to attract game via ingestion.  

d. During mandatory deer check hunts, deer may not be skinned nor have any external body parts removed including but 

not limited to feet, legs, tail, head or ears before being checked out. 

e. Deer hunting on WMAs is restricted to still hunting only.  

f. Construction of and/or hunting from permanent tree stands or permanent blinds on WMAs is prohibited. Any 

permanent stand or permanent blind will be removed and destroyed. A permanent blind is any blind using non-natural materials or 

having a frame which is not dismantled within two hours after the end of legal shooting time each day. Blinds with frames of 

wood, plastic, metal poles, wire, mesh, webbing or other materials may be used but must be removed from the WMA within two 

hours after the end of legal shooting time each day. Blinds made solely of natural vegetation and not held together by nails or other 

metallic fasteners may be left in place but cannot be used to reserve hunting locations. Natural vegetation (including any material 

used as corner posts) is defined as natural branches that are 2 inches or less in diameter. All decoys must be removed from the 

WMA daily. Permanent tree stands are any stands that use nails, screws, spikes, etc., to attach to trees and are strictly prohibited. 

Deer stands may not be left on WMAs unless the stands are removed from trees, placed flat on the ground, and left in a non-

hunting position (a non-hunting position is one in which a hunter could not hunt from the stand in its present position). Also, all 

stands left must be legibly tagged with the user’s name, address, phone number and LDWF i.d. number. No stand may be left on 

any WMA prior to the day before deer season opens on that WMA and all stands must be removed from the WMA within one day 

after the close of deer hunting on that WMA. Free standing blinds must be disassembled when not in use. Stands left will not 

reserve hunting sites for the owner or user. All portable stands, blinds, tripods, etc., found unattended in a hunting position, not 



 

placed flat on the ground, or untagged will be confiscated and disposed of by the LDWF. LDWF is not responsible for unattended 

stands left on an area. 

g. Physically Challenged Wheelchair Confined Deer and Waterfowl Hunting Areas: special deer and waterfowl hunting 

areas, blinds and stands identified with LDWF logos, have been established for physically challenged hunter permit (PCHP) 

wheelchair confined hunters on WMAs. Hunters must obtain a PCHP permit and are required to make reservations to use blinds 

and stands. PCHP wheelchair hunting areas are available on Alexander State Forest, Big Colewa Bayou, Buckhorn, Clear Creek, 

Elbow Slough, Floy McElroy, Jackson-Bienville, Ouachita, Sandy Hollow, and Sherburne WMAs. Check WMA hunting schedules 

or call the LDWF field offices in Pineville, Lake Charles, Opelousas, Minden, Monroe or Hammond for information. 

h. Hunting from utility poles and structures, and oil and gas exploration facilities or platforms is prohibited. 

i. It is illegal to save or reserve hunting locations using permanent stands or blinds. Stands or blinds attached to trees with 

screws, nails, spikes, etc. are illegal. 

j. Tree climbing spurs, spikes or screw-in steps are prohibited. 

k. Unattended decoys will be confiscated and forfeited to the LDWF and disposed of by the LDWF. This action is 

necessary to prevent preemption of hunting space. 

l. Spot lighting (shining) from vehicles is prohibited on all WMAs. 

m. Horses and mules may be ridden on WMAs except where prohibited and except during gun seasons for deer and turkey. 

Riding is restricted to designated roads and trails depicted on WMA map, self-clearing permit is required. Organized trail rides 

prohibited except allowed by permit only on Camp Beauregard. Hunting and trapping from horses and mules is prohibited except 

for quail hunting or as otherwise specified. Horse-drawn conveyances are prohibited. 

n. All hunters (including archers and small game hunters) except waterfowl hunters and mourning dove hunters on WMAs 

must display 400 square inches of "hunter orange" and wear a “hunter orange” cap during open gun season for deer. Quail and 

woodcock hunters and hunters participating in special dog seasons for rabbit, squirrel and feral hogs are required to wear a 

minimum of a “hunter orange” cap. All other hunters and archers (while on the ground) except waterfowl hunters also must wear a 

minimum of a “hunter orange” cap during special dog seasons for rabbit and squirrel and feral hogs. Also all persons afield during 

hunting seasons are encouraged to display "hunter orange". Hunters participating in special shotgun season for feral hogs on 

Atchafalaya Delta, Pass-a-Loutre, Pointe-aux-Chenes and Salvador WMAs must display 400 square inches of hunter orange and 

wear a “hunter orange” cap. 

o. Deer hunters hunting from concealed ground blinds must display a minimum of 400 square inches of “hunter orange” 

above or around their blinds which is visible from 360 degrees. 

p. Archery Season for Deer. The archery season on WMAs is the same as outside and is open for either-sex deer except as 

otherwise specified on individual WMAs. Archery season restricted on Atchafalaya Delta and closed on certain WMAs when 

special seasons for youth or physically challenged hunts are in progress. Consult regulations pamphlet for specific seasons. 

q. Either-sex deer may be taken on WMAs at any time during archery season except when bucks only seasons are in 

progress on the respective WMAs. Archers must abide by bucks only regulations and other restrictions when such seasons are in 

progress. 

r. Primitive Firearms Season for Deer. Either-sex unless otherwise specified. See WMA deer schedule. Except youths 17 

or younger may use any legal weapon during the primitive firearm season. 

6. Camping 

a. Camping on WMAs, including trailers, houseboats, recreational vehicles and tents, is allowed only in designated areas 

and for a period not to exceed 16 consecutive days, regardless if the camp is attended or unattended. At the end of the 16-day 



 

period, camps must be removed from the area for at least 48 hours. Camping area use limited exclusively to outdoor recreational 

activities.  Camping is available on a first-come, first-serve basis unless otherwise specified. 

b. Houseboats are prohibited from overnight mooring within WMAs except on stream banks adjacent to LDWF-owned 

designated camping areas. Overnight mooring of vessels that provide lodging for hire are prohibited on WMAs. Houseboats shall 

not impede navigation. On Atchafalaya Delta WMA houseboats may be moored by permit only in designated areas during hunting 

season. Permits are available by lottery annually or by five year lease through a bid program.  

c. Discharge of human waste onto lands or waters of any WMA is strictly prohibited by state and federal law. In the event 

public restroom facilities are not available at a WMA, the following is required. Anyone camping on a WMA in a camper, trailer, 

or other unit (other than a houseboat or tent) shall have and shall utilize an operational disposal system attached to the unit. Tent 

campers shall have and shall utilize portable waste disposal units and shall remove all human waste from the WMA upon leaving. 

Houseboats moored on a WMA shall have a permit or letter of certification from the Health Unit (Department of Health and 

Hospitals) of the parish within which the WMA occurs verifying that it has an approved sewerage disposal system on board. 

Further, that system shall be utilized by occupants of the houseboats when on the WMA. 

d. No refuse or garbage may be dumped from these boats. 

e. Firearms may not be kept loaded or discharged in a camping area unless otherwise specified. 

f. Campsites must be cleaned by occupants prior to leaving and all refuse placed in designated locations when provided or 

carried off by campers. 

g. Trash must be contained at all times while camping.  

h. Burning of trash is prohibited. 

i. Glass containers prohibited on campgrounds.  

j. Non-compliance with camping regulations will subject occupant to immediate expulsion and/or citation, including 

restitution for damages. 

k. Swimming is prohibited within 100 yards of boat launching ramps. 

7. Restricted Areas 

a. For your safety, all oil and gas production facilities (wells, pumping stations and storage facilities) are off limits. 

b. No unauthorized entry or unauthorized hunting in restricted areas, refuges, or limited use areas unless otherwise 

specified. 

8. Dogs. All use of dogs on WMAs, except for bird hunting and duck hunting, is experimental as required by law. Having or 

using dogs on any WMA is prohibited except for nighttime experimental raccoon hunting, squirrel hunting, rabbit hunting, bird 

hunting, duck hunting, hog hunting and bird dog training when allowed; see individual WMA season listings for WMAs that allow 

dogs. Dogs running at large are prohibited on WMAs. The owner or handler of said dogs shall be liable. Only recognizable breeds 

of bird dogs and retrievers are allowed for quail and migratory bird hunting. Only beagle hounds which do not exceed 15 inches at 

the front shoulders and which have recognizable characteristics of the breed may be used on WMAs having experimental rabbit 

seasons. A leashed dog may be used to trail and retrieve wounded or unrecovered deer during legal hunting hours. Any dog used to 

trail or retrieve wounded or unrecovered deer shall have on a collar with owner’s name, address and phone number. In addition, a 

dog may be used to trail and retrieve unrecovered deer after legal hunting hours; however, no person accompanying a dog after 

legal hunting hours may carry a firearm of any sort. 

9. Vehicles 

a. An all-terrain vehicle is an off-road vehicle (not legal for highway use) with factory specifications not to exceed the 

following: weight-750 pounds, length-85", and width-48". ATV tires are restricted to those no larger than 26 x 12 with a maximum 



 

l” lug height and a maximum allowable tire pressure of 12 psi. as indicated on the tire by the manufacturer. Use of all other ATVs 

or ATV tires are prohibited on a WMA. 

b. Utility Type Vehicle (UTV, also Utility Terrain Vehicle)any recreational motor vehicle other than an ATV, not legal for 

highway use, designed for and capable of travel over designated unpaved roads, traveling on four or more low-pressure tires, with 

factory specifications not to exceed the following: weight-1900 pounds, length-128" and width-68". UTV tires are restricted to 

those no larger than 26 x 12 with a maximum 1" lug height and a maximum allowable tire pressure of 12 psi. UTV’s are 

commonly referred to as side by sides and may include golf carts. 

c. Vehicles having wheels with a wheel-tire combination radius of 17 inches or more measured from the center of the hub 

and horizontal to ground are prohibited. 

d. The testing, racing, speeding or unusual maneuvering of any type of vehicle is prohibited within WMAs due to 

property damages resulting in high maintenance costs, disturbance of wildlife and destruction of forest reproduction. 

e. Tractor or implement tires with farm tread designs Rl, R2 and R4 known commonly as spade or lug grip types are 

prohibited on all vehicles.  

f. Airboats, aircraft, personal water craft, “mud crawling vessels” (commonly referred to as crawfish combines which use 

paddle wheels for locomotion) and hover craft are prohibited on all WMAs and refuges, EXCEPT type A personal water craft, 

model year 2003 and beyond, which are eight feet in length and greater, may be operated within WMAs from April 1 until the 

Monday of Labor Day weekend, from sunrise to sunset only, and EXCEPT personal water craft allowed on designated portions of 

Alexander State Forest WMA year-round. Personal water craft are defined as a vessel which uses an inboard motor powering a 

water jet pump as its primary source of propulsion and is designed to be operated by a person sitting, standing or kneeling on the 

vessel rather than in the conventional manner of sitting or standing inside the vessel.  No person shall operate such water craft at a 

speed greater than slow/no wake within 100 feet of an anchored or moored vessel, shoreline, dock, pier, persons engaged in 

angling or any other manually powered vessel. 

g. Driving or parking vehicles on food or cover plots and strips is prohibited. 

h. Blocking the entrance to roads and trails is prohibited. 

i. Licensed motorized vehicles (LMVs) legal for highway use, including motorcycles, are restricted entirely to designated 

roads as indicated on WMA maps. UTVs are restricted to marked UTV trails only, except that those UTVs in which the 

manufacturer’s specifications do not exceed the weight, length, width, and tire restrictions for ATVs are allowed on ATV trails. 

ATVs are restricted to marked ATV trails only when WMA roads are closed to LMVs, ATVs and UTVs may then use those roads 

when allowed.  This restriction does not apply to bicycles.  

NOTE: Only ATV and UTV trails marked with signs and/or paint, and depicted on WMA maps are open for use. 

j. Use of special ATV trails for physically challenged persons is restricted to ATV physically challenged permittees. 

Physically challenged ATV permittees are restricted to physically challenged ATV trails or other ATV trails only as indicated on 

WMA maps or as marked by sign and/or paint. Persons 60 years of age and older, with proof of age, are also allowed to use special 

physically challenged trails and need not obtain a permit. However, these persons must abide by all rules in place for these trails. 

Physically challenged persons under the age of 60 must apply for and obtain a physically challenged hunter program permit from 

the LDWF. 

k. Entrances to ATV trails will be marked with peach colored paint. Entrances to physically challenged-only ATV trails 

will be marked with blue colored paint. Entrances to ATV trails that are open all year long will be marked with purple paint. The 

end of all ATV trails will be marked by red paint. WMA maps serve only as a general guide to the route of most ATV trails, 



 

therefore all signage and paint marking as previously described will be used to determine compliance. Deviation from this will 

constitute a violation of WMA rules and regulations.  

l. Roads and trails may be closed due to poor condition, construction or wet weather. 

m. ATVs, and motorcycles cannot be left overnight on WMAs except on designated camping areas. ATVs are prohibited 

from two hours after sunset to 4 a.m., except raccoon hunters may use ATVs during nighttime raccoon take seasons only. ATVs are 

prohibited from March 1 through August 31 except squirrel hunters are allowed to use ATV trails during the spring squirrel season 

on the WMA and except certain trails may be open during this time period to provide access for fishing or other purposes and some 

ATV trails will be open all year long on certain WMAs.  

n. Caution. Many LDWF-maintained roadways on WMAs are unimproved and substandard. A maximum 20 mph speed 

limit is recommended for all land vehicles using these roads, unless specific signage otherwise allows or restricts. 

o. Hunters are allowed to retrieve their own downed deer and hogs with the aid of an ATV except on Thistlethwaite, 

Sherburne, Atchafalaya Delta, Pass-a-Loutre, Pointe-aux-Chenes, Salvador, Timken, Lake Bouef, and Biloxi WMAs under the 

following conditions: 

 i. no firearms or archery equipment is in possession of the retrieval party or on the ATV; 

 ii. the retrieval party may consist of no more than one ATV and one helper; 

 iii. ATVs may not be used to locate or search for wounded game or for any other purpose than retrieval of deer and hogs 

once they have been legally harvested and located; 

 iv. UTV’s may not be used to retrieve downed deer or hogs. 

10. Commercial Activities 

a. Hunting Guides/Outfitters. No person or group may act as a hunting guide, outfitter or in any other capacity for which 

they are paid or promised to be paid directly or indirectly by any other individual or individuals for services rendered to any other 

person or persons hunting on any WMA, regardless of whether such payment is for guiding, outfitting, lodging or club 

memberships. 

b. Except for licensed activities otherwise allowed by law, commercial activities are prohibited without a permit issued by 

the secretary of the LDWF. 

c. Commercial Fishing. Permits are required of all commercial fishermen using Grassy Lake, Pomme de Terre and Spring 

Bayou WMAs. Gill nets or trammel nets and the take or possession of grass carp are prohibited on Spring Bayou WMA. Drag 

seines (except minnow and bait seines) are prohibited except experimental bait seines allowed on Dewey Wills WMA north of LA 

28 in Diversion Canal. Commercial fishing is prohibited during regular waterfowl seasons on Grand Bay, Silver Lake and Lower 

Sunk Lake on Richard K. Yancey WMA. Commercial fishing is prohibited on Salvador/Timken, Ouachita and Pointe-aux-Chenes 

WMAs except commercial fishing on Pointe-aux-Chenes is allowed in Cut Off Canal and Wonder Lake. No commercial fishing 

activity shall impede navigation and no unattended vessels or barges will be allowed. Non-compliance with permit regulations will 

result in revocation of commercial fishing privileges for the period the license is issued and one year thereafter. Commercial 

fishing is allowed on Pass-a-Loutre and Atchafalaya Delta WMAs. See Pass-a-Loutre for additional commercial fishing 

regulations on mullet. 

11. WMAs Basic Season Structure. For season dates, bag limits, shooting hours, special seasons and other information 

consult the annual regulations pamphlet for specific details. 

12. Resident Small Game (squirrel, rabbit, quail, mourning dove, woodcock, snipe, rail and gallinule). Same as outside except 

closed during modern firearm either-sex deer seasons on certain WMAs (see WMA schedule) and except non-toxic shot must be 

used for rail, snipe, and gallinule. Consult regulations pamphlet. Unless otherwise specified under a specific WMA hunting 



 

schedule, the use of dogs for rabbit and squirrel hunting is prohibited. Spring squirrel season with or without dogs: first Saturday 

of May for nine days. Consult regulations pamphlet for specific WMAs. 

13. Waterfowl (ducks, geese and coots). Consult regulations pamphlet. Hunting after 2 p.m. prohibited on all WMAs except 

for Atchafalaya Delta, Attakapas, Biloxi, Lake Boeuf, Pass-a-Loutre, Pointe-aux-Chenes, and Salvador/Timken WMAs. Consult 

specific WMA regulations for shooting hours on these WMAs. 

14. Archery. Consult regulations pamphlet. 

15. Hogs. Feral hogs may be taken during any open hunting season on WMAs by properly licensed and/or permitted hunters 

using only guns or bow and arrow legal for specified seasons in progress, except take of hogs is prohibited during nighttime 

raccoon seasons. Hogs may not be taken with the aid of dogs, except feral hogs may be taken with the aid of dogs during the 

month of February on Attakapas, Bodcau, Clear Creek, Jackson-Bienville, Little River, Pass a Loutre, Pearl RiverSabine, Sabine 

Island, West Bay, and that portion of Dewey W. Wills North of the Catahoula Lake Diversion Canal by self-clearing permit. All 

hogs must be killed immediately and may not be transported live under any conditions, except as allowed by permit from either the 

Minden, Lake Charles, Monroe, Pineville, Hammond or Opelousas offices.  During the February dog season hunters may use 

centerfire pistols in addition to using guns allowed for season in progress. Additionally, feral hogs may be taken on Atchafalaya 

Delta, Pass-a-Loutre, Pointe-aux-Chenes and Salvador/Timken WMAs from February 16 through March 31 with archery 

equipment, shotguns loaded with buckshot or slugs or rimfire rifles no larger than .22 caliber. Additional requirements may be 

specified under individual WMAs, see regulation pamphlet.  

16. Outlaw Quadrupeds and Birds. Consult regulations pamphlet. During hunting seasons specified on WMAs, except the 

turkey and spring squirrel seasons, take of outlaw quadrupeds and birds, with or without the use of electronic calls, is allowed by 

properly licensed hunters and only with guns or bows and arrows legal for season in progress on WMA. However, crows, 

blackbirds, grackles and cowbirds may not be taken before September 1 or after January 1. As described in 50 CFR Part 21, non-

toxic shot must be used for the take of crows, blackbirds, cowbirds and grackles under the special depredation order. In addition an 

annual report has to be submitted to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for those that participate in the take of these species. 

17. WMAs Hunting Schedule and Regulations 

a. Alexander State Forest. From December through February all hunters must check daily with the Office of Forestry for 

scheduled burning activity. No hunting or other activity will be permitted in burn units the day of the burning. Call (318) 487-5172 

or (318) 487-5058 for information on burning schedules. Vehicles restricted to paved and graveled roads. No parking on or fishing 

or swimming from bridges. No open fires except in recreation areas. 

b. Atchafalaya Delta. Water control structures are not to be tampered with or altered by anyone other than employees of 

LDWF. All-terrain vehicles, motorcycles, horses, and mules prohibited except as permitted for authorized WMA trappers. 

Mudboats or air-cooled propulsion engines powered by more than 36 total horsepower are prohibited on the WMA. Limited access 

area, no internal combustion engines allowed from September through January. See WMA map for specific locations. 

c. Bayou Macon. All night activities prohibited except as otherwise provided.  

d. Big Colewa Bayou. All nighttime activities prohibited. 

e. Big Lake. Use of nets, yoyos, and trotlines prohibited on Big and Chain Lakes. 

f. Biloxi. ATVs, UTVs, motorcycles, horses, and mules are prohibited. Mud boats or air-cooled propulsion vessels can 

only be powered by straight shaft “long tail” air-cooled mud motors that are 16 total horsepower or less on the WMA.  All other 

types of mud boats or air cooled propulsion vessels (including “surface drive” boats) are prohibited. All ATVs, UTVs, and 

motorcycles are prohibited. 

g. Bodcau-towable watersports not allowed in Ivan Lake.  Nets and traps prohibited on Ivan Lake. 



 

h. Camp Beauregard. Daily military clearance required for all recreational users. Retriever training allowed on selected 

portions of the WMA. Contact the LDWF field office for specific details.  

i. Dewey W. Wills. Crawfish: 100 pounds per person per day.  Limited access area, no motorized vessels or vehicles 

allowed from November through January.  

 j. Elbow Slough. Non-toxic shot (minimum size #6) only for all hunting. All motorized vehicles prohibited. 

k. Elm Hall. No ATVs or UTVs allowed. 

l. Fort Polk. Daily military clearance required to hunt or trap. New special regulations apply to ATV users. 

m. Grassy Lake. Commercial Fishing: Permitted except on Smith Bay, Red River Bay and Grassy Lake proper on Saturday 

and Sunday and during waterfowl season. Permits available from area supervisor at Spring Bayou headquarters or Opelousas field 

office. No crawfishing traps or nets may be left overnight.  No hunting in restricted area. 

n. Joyce. Swamp walk: no loaded firearms or hunting allowed within 100 yards of walkways. Crawfish: 100 pounds per 

person per day.  

o. Lake Boeuf. Hunting allowed until 12 noon on all game, except deer may be hunted until one-half hour after sunset. All 

nighttime activities prohibited. All-terrain vehicles, motorcycles, horses, and mules are prohibited. 

p. Lake Ramsay. Foot traffic onlyall vehicles restricted to parish roads. 

q. Manchac. Crabs: no crab traps allowed. Attended lift nets are allowed. 

r. Maurepas Swamp. No loaded firearms or hunting allowed within 100 yards of nature trail. Crawfish:100 pounds per  

person per day.  Benchmark Closure:  Area Closed to all deer hunting when USGS water level gauge CRMS 5373, available at  

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/la/nwis/rt is at or above 3.0 ft. msl.  

s. Pass-a-Loutre. Commercial fishing: same as outside. Commercial mullet fishing open only in: South Pass, Pass-a-

Loutre, North Pass, Southeast Pass, Northeast Pass, Dennis Pass, Johnson Pass, Loomis Pass, Cadro Pass, Wright Pass, Viveats 

Pass, Cognevich Pass, Blind Bay, Redfish Bay, Garden Island Bay, Northshore Bay, East Bay (west of barrier islands) and oil and 

gas canals as described on the LDWF Pass-a-Loutre WMA map. All ATVs, UTVs, motorcycles, horses, and mules prohibited on 

this area. Oyster harvesting is prohibited. Mudboats or air-cooled propulsion engines powered by more than 36 total horsepower 

are prohibited on the WMA. Operation of mud boats and air-cooled propulsion engines prohibited after 2:00 pm September 

through January, except allowed after 2:00 pm in South Pass, Pass-a-Loutre, Southeast Pass, Loomis Pass, Dennis Pass, and Cadro 

Pass.  Limited access area, no internal combustion engines allowed from September through January. See WMA map for specific 

locations. 

t. Pearl River. All roads closed 8 p.m. to 4 a.m. to all vehicles. Old Hwy. 11 will be closed when river gauge at Pearl 

River, Louisiana, reaches 16.5 feet. All hunting except waterfowl will be closed when the river stage at Pearl River reaches 16.5 

feet. No hunting in the vicinity of nature trail. Observe "No Hunting" signs. Rifle range open Friday, Saturday and Sunday with a 

fee. Crawfish: 100 pounds per person per day.  

u. Peason Ridge. Daily military clearance required to hunt or trap. Special federal regulations apply to ATV users.  

v. Pointe-aux-Chenes. Hunting until 12 noon on all game, except for mourning dove hunting and youth lottery deer hunt 

as specified in regulation pamphlet. Point Farm: gate will be open all weekends during month of February. No motorized vessels 

allowed in the drainage ditches. Recreational fishing: shrimp may be taken by the use of cast nets only. During the inside open 

shrimp season, 25 pounds per boat per day (heads on) maximum shall be allowed. Size count to conform with open season 

requirements. During the inside closed season, 10 pounds per boat per day (heads on) may be taken for bait. All castnet contents 

shall be contained and bycatch returned to the water immediately. Oyster harvesting is prohibited. Fish may be taken only by rod 

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/la/nwis/rt


 

and reel or hand lines for recreational purposes only. Crabs may be taken only through the use of hand lines or nets; however, none 

are to remain set overnight. Twelve dozen crabs maximum are allowed per boat or vehicle per day. Crawfish may be harvested in 

unrestricted portions of the WMA and shall be limited to 100 pounds per person per day. Fishing gear used to catch crawfish shall 

not remain set overnight. The harvest of all fish, shrimp, crabs and crawfish are for recreational purposes only and any commercial 

use is prohibited. All boats powered by engines having total horsepower above 25 h.p. are not allowed in the Grand Bayou, 

Montegut and Pointe-aux-Chenes water management units. Public is permitted to travel anytime through the WMA for access 

purposes only, in the waterways known as Grand Bayou, Humble Canal, Little Bayou Blue, Grand Bayou Blue, St. Louis Canal 

and Bayou Pointe-aux-Chenes unless authorized by the LDWF. All other motorized vehicles, horses and mules are prohibited 

unless authorized by the LDWF. Limited access area, no internal combustion engines allowed from September through January. 

See WMA map for specific locations. All ATVs, UTVs, motorcycles, horses, and mules prohibited. 

w. Pomme de Terre. Commercial Fishing: permitted Monday through Friday, except closed during duck season. 

Commercial fishing permits available from area supervisor, Opelousas field office or Spring Bayou headquarters. Sport fishing: 

same as outside except allowed only after 2 p.m. only during waterfowl season. Crawfish: March 15-July 31, recreational only, 100 

lbs. per person per day. No crawfishing traps or nets may be left overnight. 

x. Richard K. Yancey. Recreational Crawfishing: west of the Mississippi River Levee March 15-July 31. 100 pounds per 

person per day. No traps or nets left overnight. No motorized watercraft allowed. 

y. Russell Sage. Transporting trash or garbage on WMA roads is prohibited. All nighttime activities prohibited except as 

otherwise provided. On Wham Brake, all nighttime activity prohibited during open waterfowl seasons. Internal combustion 

engines and craft limited to 10 h.p. rating or less in the Greentree Reservoirs. Waterfowl refuge: north of LA 15 closed to all 

hunting, fishing and trapping and ATV/UTV use during duck season including early teal season, except hunting allowed during 

waterfowl falconry season. Crawfish: 100 pounds per person per day limit. Night crawfishing prohibited. No traps or nets left 

overnight. All nighttime activities prohibited except as otherwise provided. 

NOTE: All season dates on Chauvin Tract (U.S. 165 North) same as outside, except still hunt only and except deer hunting restricted to archery only. 

All vehicles including ATVs prohibited. 

z. Sabine Island. Sabine Island boundaries are Sabine River on the west, Cut-Off Bayou on the north, and Old River and 

Big Bayou on the south and east. 

aa. Salvador/Timken. Hunting until 12 noon only for waterfowl. Recreational Fishing: Shrimp may be taken by the use of 

cast nets only. During the inside open shrimp season, 25 pounds per boat per day (heads on) maximum shall be permitted. Size 

count to conform with open season requirements. During the inside closed season, 10 pounds per boat per day (heads on) 

maximum may be taken for bait. All castnet contents shall be contained and bycatch returned to the water immediately. Fish may 

be taken only by rod and reel or hand lines for recreational purposes only. Crabs may be taken only through the use of hand lines 

or nets; however, none of the lines are to remain set overnight. Twelve dozen crabs maximum are allowed per boat or vehicle per 

day. Crawfish may be harvested in unrestricted portions of the WMA and shall be limited to 100 pounds per person per day. 

Fishing gear used to catch crawfish shall not remain set overnight. The harvest of all fish, shrimp, crabs and crawfish are for 

recreational purposes only and any commercial use is prohibited. Use of mudboats powered by internal combustion engines with 

more than four cylinders is prohibited. Pulling boats over levees, dams or water control structures or any other activities which 

cause detriment to the integrity of levees, dams and water control structures is prohibited.  

bb. Sandy Hollow. Bird Dog Training: consult regulation pamphlet. Wild birds only (use of pen-raised birds prohibited). 

Bird dog field trials: permit required from Hammond field office. Horseback riding: self-clearing permit required. Organized trail 

rides prohibited. Riding allowed only on designated roads and trails depicted on WMA map. Horses and mules are specifically 



 

prohibited during turkey and gun season for deer except as allowed for bird dog field trials. No horses and mules on green planted 

areas. Horse-drawn conveyances are prohibited. 

cc. Sherburne. Crawfishing: recreational crawfishing only. Crawfish harvest limited to 100 pounds per person per day. No 

traps or nets left overnight. No motorized watercraft allowed on farm complexes. Retriever training allowed on selected portions of 

the WMA. Contact the Opelousas field office for specific details. Vehicular traffic prohibited on Atchafalaya River levee within 

Sherburne WMA boundaries. Rifle and pistol ranges open daily. Skeet ranges open by appointment only, contact Hunter Education 

office. No trespassing in restricted area behind ranges.  

NOTE: Atchafalaya National Wildlife Refuge, and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers land holdings adjacent to the Sherburne WMA will have the same 

rules and regulations as Sherburne WMA. No hunting or trapping in restricted area.  

dd. Soda Lake. No motorized vehicles allowed. Bicycles allowed. All trapping and hunting prohibited except archery 

hunting for deer and falconry. Closed to fishing west of Twelve Mile Bayou from October 1-March 31.  

ee. Spring Bayou. Commercial Fishing: permitted Monday through Friday except slat traps and hoop nets permitted any 

day and except gill or trammel nets or the take or possession of grass carp are prohibited. Permits available from area supervisor or 

Opelousas field office. Closed until after 2 p.m. during waterfowl season. Sport fishing: same as outside except allowed only after 

2 p.m. during waterfowl season. Crawfish: recreational only, limit 100 pounds per person per day. No hunting allowed in 

headquarters area. Only overnight campers allowed in the improved Boggy Bayou camping area. Rules and regulations posted at 

camp site. A fee is assessed for use of this campsite. Water skiing allowed only in Old River and Grand Lac.  

ff. Sonny J. C. Gilbert. Fishing restricted to rod and reel, and pole fishing only.  All other gear prohibited. 

gg. Tangipahoa Parish School Board. No horseback riding during gun season for deer or turkey. ATVs/UTVs are not 

allowed except as otherwise specified. 

hh. Thistlethwaite. All motorized vehicles restricted to improved roads only. All users must enter and leave through main 

gate only.  

ii. Tunica Hills. Camping limited to tents only in designated area.  

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115 and R.S. 56:116. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 25:1279 (July 

1999), amended LR 26:1494 (July 2000), LR 27:1049 (July 2001), LR 28:1603 (July 2002), LR 29:1124 (July 2003), repromulgated LR 29:1522 

(August 2003), amended LR 30:1495 (July 2004), LR 31:1611 (July 2005), LR 32:1251 (July 2006), LR 33:1382 (July 2007), LR 34:1429 (July 

2008), LR 35:1264 (July 2009), LR 36:1566 (July 2010), LR 37:2190 (July 2011), LR 38:1732 (July 2012), LR 39:2292 (August 2013), LR 

40:1540 (August 2014), LR 41:963 (May 2015). 

§113. General and WMA Turkey Hunting Regulations 

A. General Regulations. Only gobblers (male turkeys) may be taken. Taking of hen (female) turkeys, including bearded hens, is 

prohibited; still hunting only. Use of dogs, electronic calling devices and live decoys is illegal. Turkeys may be hunted with 

shotguns, including muzzleloading shotguns, using shot not larger than #2 lead, #2 non-toxic, or BB steel shot, and approved 

archery equipment but by no other means. Shooting turkeys from a moving or stationary vehicle is prohibited. Shotguns capable of 

holding more than three shells prohibited. The running of coyote with dogs is prohibited in all turkey hunting areas during the open 

turkey season. No person shall hunt, trap or take turkeys by the aid of baiting or on or over any baited area. Baiting means placing, 

exposing, depositing or scattering of corn (shelled, shucked or unshucked), wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed so as to 

constitute a lure, attraction or enticement to, on or over any areas where hunters are attempting to take turkeys. A baited area is any 

area where corn (shelled, shucked or unshucked), wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed capable of luring, attracting or enticing 

turkeys is directly or indirectly placed, exposed, deposited, distributed or scattered. Such areas remain baited areas for 15 days 

following complete removal of all such corn, wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed. Wildlife agents are authorized to close such 



 

baited areas and to place signs in the immediate vicinity designating closed zones and dates of closures. No person hunting turkeys 

more than 200 yards from a baited area will be in violation of the turkey baiting regulation. 

B. Tags 

1. Prior to hunting turkeys, all turkey hunters, regardless of age or license status, must obtain turkey tags and have them in 

their possession while turkey hunting. Immediately upon killing a turkey, hunters must attach a carcass tag to the turkey before it is 

moved from the site of the kill and must document the kill on the turkey harvest report card. The date of kill and parish of kill must 

be recorded on the carcass tag. The tag must remain attached to the turkey while kept at camp or while it is transported to the 

domicile of the hunter or to a cold storage facility. Hunters who keep the carcass or meat at a camp must also comply with game 

possession tag regulations. Within seven days of the kill, the hunter must report the kill. Hunters may report turkeys by calling the 

validation phone number or using the validation website. 

2. Turkey hunters purchasing licenses by phone or internet will be given an authorization number and a LDWF 

identification number that will serve as their license and tags until the physical license and tags arrive by mail. Turkey hunters who 

have purchased a license with tags, but have not yet received their physical license and tags, must immediately tag their kill with a 

possession tag before moving it from the site of the kill. The authorization number and LDWF identification number must be 

recorded on the possession tag. Hunters must retain documentation of any turkeys killed and upon receiving their physical tags and 

harvest report card, validate their kill as required in these regulations. The tags for turkeys killed prior to receiving the physical 

tags must be removed from the turkey harvest report card and discarded. 

3. Tags removed from the turkey harvest report card prior to killing a turkey are no longer valid and if lost will not be 

replaced. Duplicate tags and turkey harvest report cards are available to replace lost report cards and attached tags. Hunters will be 

charged a fee for duplicate turkey harvest report cards and tags. Hunters that have killed a turkey prior to losing their remaining tag 

and harvest report card must remove and discard the duplicate tag to account for the original tag that was used and validated. 

Hunters must record any previously validated turkey on the duplicate turkey harvest report card. 

C. Possession of Live Wild Turkeys. No person shall take live wild turkeys or their eggs from the wild. No person shall possess 

captive live wild turkeys, (Meleagris gallopavo silvestris, M.g. osceola, M.g. intermedia, M.g. merriami, M.g. mexicana) or their 

eggs, regardless of origin, without a valid game breeder license. No penraised turkeys from within or without the state shall be 

liberated (released) within the state. 

D. Statewide Youth and Physically Challenged Season Regulations. Only youths 17 years of age or younger or hunters 

possessing a physically challenged hunter permit with wheelchair classification may hunt. Youth must possess a hunter safety 

certification or proof of successful completion of a hunter safety course. Youths must be accompanied by one adult 18 years of age 

or older. If the accompanying adult is in possession of hunter safety certification, a valid hunting license or proof of successful 

completion of a hunter safety course, this requirement is waived for youth younger than 16 years of age. Adults accompanying 

youth may not possess a firearm or bow. Youths may possess only one firearm or bow while hunting. The supervising adult shall 

maintain visual and voice contact with the youth at all times, except properly licensed youths 16-17 years old and youths 12 years 

old or older who have successfully completed a hunter safety course may hunt without a supervising adult. Only one gobbler per 

day may be taken and any gobbler taken by the hunter during this special season counts towards their season bag limit of two.  

E. Shooting Hours—one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset. 

F. Turkey Hunting Area Descriptions 

1. Area A 

a. All of the following parishes are open: 

 i. Beauregard; 



 

 ii. Bienville; 

 iii. Claiborne; 

Exception: see federal lands hunting schedule for Kisatchie National Forest dates. 

 iv. East Baton Rouge; 

 v. East Feliciana; 

 vi. Grant; 

Exception: see federal lands hunting schedule for Kisatchie National Forest dates; 

 vii. Jackson; 

 viii. LaSalle; 

 ix. Lincoln; 

 x. Livingston; 

 xi. Natchitoches; 

Exception: see federal lands hunting schedule for Kisatchie National Forest dates. 

 xii. Pointe Coupee; 

Exception: see Sherburne WMA for special season dates on all state, federal, and private lands within Sherburne boundaries. 

 xiii. Rapides; 

Exception: see federal lands hunting schedule for Kisatchie National Forest dates. 

 xiv. Sabine; 

 xv. St. Helena; 

 xvi. Tangipahoa; 

 xvii. Union; 

 xviii. Vernon; 

Exception: see federal lands hunting schedule for Kisatchie National Forest dates. 

 xix. West Baton Rouge; 

 xx. West Feliciana (including Raccourci Island); 

 xxi. Winn. 

Exception: see federal lands hunting schedule for Kisatchie National Forest dates. 

b. Portions of the following parishes are also open: 

 i. Allen—north of US 190 east of Kinder, west of US 165 south of Kinder; 

 ii. Avoyelles—that portion bounded on the east by the Atchafalaya River, on the north by Red River to the Brouillette 

Community, on the west by LA 452 from Brouillette to LA 1, on the south by LA 1, eastward to Hamburg, thence by the west 

Atchafalaya Basin protection levee southward; 

 iii. Calcasieu—north of I-10;  

 iv. Caldwell—west of Ouachita River southward to Catahoula Parish line; 

 v. Catahoula—south and west of the Ouachita River from the Caldwell Parish line southward to LA 8 at Harrisonburg, 

north and west of LA 8 from Harrisonburg to the LaSalle Parish line, also that portion lying east of LA 15; 

 vi. Evangeline—north and west of LA 115, north of LA 106 west of LA 115 to US 167, west of US 167 south to LA 10, 

north of LA 10 west of US 167 to LA 13, west of LA 13 south of LA 10 to Mamou and north of LA 104 west of Mamou; 

 vii. Franklin—that portion lying east of LA 17 and east of LA 15 from its juncture with LA 17 at Winnsboro; 

 viii. Iberville—west of the Mississippi River; 

Exception: see Sherburne WMA for special season dates on all state, federal and private lands within Sherburne boundaries. 



 

 ix. Jefferson Davis—north of US 190 from junction with LA 26 to Kinder, west of US 165 and north of I-10 west from 

junction of US 165; 

 x. Madison—that portion lying east of US 65 from East Carroll Parish line to US 80 and south of US 80. Also, all lands 

east of the main channel of the Mississippi River; 

 xi. Morehouse—west of US 165 from the Arkansas line to the junction of LA 140 at Bonita, north and west of LA 140 to 

junction of LA 830-4 (Cooper Lake Road), west of LA 830-4 to US 165 at Bastrop, south of US 165 to junction of LA 3051 

(Grabault Road) south of LA 3051 to junction of LA 138, west of LA 138 to junction of LA 134, north of LA 134 to the Ouachita 

Parish line; 

 xii. Ouachita—all west of the Ouachita River. That portion east of the Ouachita River lying north of US 80; 

 xiii. Richland—that portion south of US 80 and east of LA 17; 

 xiv. St. Landry—that portion bounded on the west by the west Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee and on the east by the 

Atchafalaya River; 

Exception: the Indian Bayou area; see federal lands hunting schedule for Indian Bayou area dates. 

 xv. Upper St. Martin—all within the Atchafalaya Basin; 

Exceptions: Sherburne WMA and Indian Bayou area, see WMA Turkey Hunting Schedule for special season dates on all state, federal and private 

lands within Sherburne WMA boundaries and see federal lands hunting schedule for Indian Bayou dates. 

 xvi. Tensas—that portion west of US 65 from the Concordia Parish line to its juncture with LA 128, north of LA 128 to 

St. Joseph; west and north of LA 605, 604 and 3078 northward to Port Gibson Ferry; also all lands east of the main channel of the 

Mississippi River. 

2. Area B 

a. All of the following parishes are open: 

 i. Ascension; 

 ii. Bossier; 

 iii. DeSoto; 

 iv. Red River; 

 v. St. Tammany; 

 vi. Washington; 

 vii. Webster. 

b. Portions of the following parishes are open: 

 i. Caddo—all except that portion north of I-20 from the Texas state line to I-220. west of I-220 to LA 1. west of LA 1 to 

Caddo Lake, south of Caddo Lake to the Texas state line;  

 ii. East Carroll—east of US 65 from Arkansas state line to Madison Parish line; 

 iii. Iberville—all east of the Mississippi River; 

Exception: see federal lands hunting schedule for Kisatchie National Forest dates. 

3. Area C 

a. All of the following parishes are open: 

 i. Concordia. 

b. Portions of the following parishes are open: 

 i. Caldwell—all east of the Ouachita River; 

 ii. Catahoula—all of the parish except for that portion located in area A; 



 

 iii. Franklin—west of LA 17 from the Richland Parish line southward to Winnsboro, west of LA 15 southward to the 

Catahoula Parish line; 

 iv. Iberia—east of the west Atchafalaya Basin protection levee; 

 v. Richland—west of LA 17 from Franklin Parish line to Ringle Road, south of Ringle Road to Ferguson Road, south of 

Ferguson Road to Little Road, south of Little Road to Big Creek, east of Big Creek to Franklin Parish line; 

 vi. Tensas—east and south of US 65 from Concordia Parish line to LA 128, south of LA 128 to St. Joseph, east and 

south of LA 605, 604 and 3078 northward to Port Gibson Ferry. 

4. Turkey season dates on wildlife management areas, national wildlife refuges, Kisatchie National Forest and U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers land located within areas A, B, and C may vary from the season set for the parish in which they are located. 

Seasons for these lands are specified in LAC 76:XIX.115. 

G. WMA Turkey Hunting Regulations 

1. WMAs with youth turkey hunts are closed to all activities except turkey hunting by authorized youth hunt participants, 

shooting range use, and fishing on the day(s) of the youth hunt.  

2. Self-Clearing Permits—all turkey hunts, including lottery hunts, are self-clearing. Hunters must check in daily by 

obtaining a permit from a self-clearing station prior to hunting. The self-clearing permit must be in the hunter’s possession while 

hunting. Upon completion of each days hunt, the hunter must check out by completing and depositing the hunter report portion of 

the permit in the check-out box at a self-clearing station before exiting the WMA. 

3. Lottery Hunts—all or portions of some WMA seasons are designated as lottery hunts and are restricted to hunters selected 

by pre-application lottery. To apply for these lottery hunts, a hunter must submit a completed official application form to the Baton 

Rouge office by the deadline printed on the application. A non-refundable fee of $5 must be sent with each application. Applicants 

for WMA youth hunts must be 17 years of age or younger and at least 8 years old on the day of the hunt. Applicants may submit 

only one application and may be selected for only one spring WMA turkey lottery hunt annually, except, youths may also apply for 

the regular WMA turkey lottery. Submitting more than one application per lottery type will result in disqualification. Hunters must 

abide by self-clearing permit requirements. Hunters chosen for WMA lottery hunts may be accompanied by one person. The 

person accompanying a lottery hunter shall not possess a firearm/bow or take a turkey, and must remain within a distance that 

allows normal voice contact with the lottery hunter at all times. Youths chosen for special youth only hunts may be assigned a 

guide on the day of the hunt provided that guides are available. One person may accompany the youth and guide, but may not hunt. 

4. WMA Physically Challenged Hunt (wheelchair confined)—open only to hunters with a physically challenged hunter 

permit with wheelchair classification. During this hunt, ATVs may be used by hunters on all designated ATV trails in accordance 

with the physically challenged hunter permit. Hunters must abide by self-clearing permit requirements. 

5. Rules Specific to Certain WMAs 

a. Sandy Hollow. No turkey hunting within 100 yards of food plots identified by two yellow paint rings around the nearest 

tree. 

b. Sherburne. All turkeys taken must be checked at the WMA headquarters.  

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 25:2263 

(November 1999), amended LR 26:2634 (November 2000), LR 27:2270 (December 2001), LR 28:2375 (November 2002), LR 29:2512 

(November 2003), LR 30:2874 (December 2004), LR 31:3167 (December 2005), LR 32:2272 (December 2006), LR 33:2469 (November 2007), 

LR 35:91 (January 2009), LR 35:2478 (November 2009), LR 36:2581 (November 2010), LR 37:3535 (December 2011), LR 38:2941 (November 

2012), LR 40:96 (January 2014), LR 40:1554 (August 2014), LR 41:977 (May 2015). 



 

§115. Turkey Hunting Areas, Seasons, and Bag Limits 

A. Daily limit is one gobbler. Season limit is two gobblers. Turkeys taken on WMAs are part of the season bag limit. Only one 

turkey may be taken during spring WMA lottery hunts. 

B. Turkey season will open on the fourth Saturday in March. The area A turkey season will be 30 consecutive days in length, 

the area B turkey season will be 23 consecutive days in length, and the area C turkey season will be 16 consecutive days in length. 

Wildlife management areas, national forests, national wildlife refuges, and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers land may vary from this 

framework. Deviation from this framework may occur in those years when the fourth Saturday in March falls the day before 

Easter. 

C. Statewide youth turkey and physically challenged season on private lands shall be the weekend prior to the start of the 

regular turkey season.  

D. Only those wildlife management areas listed herein are open to turkey hunting. All other wildlife management areas are 

closed. 

E. 2017 Turkey Hunting Schedule 

Area Season Dates 

A March 25-April 23 

B March 25-April 16 

C March 25-April 9 

Private Lands Youth and Physically Challenged 

Hunter (Wheelchair Confined) Hunt 

March 18-19 

 

F. Wildlife Management Area Turkey Hunting Schedule 

WMA 

Non-Lottery  

Hunt Dates Lottery Hunt Dates 

Attakapas March 25-April 2 None 

Bayou Macon None April 15-16 

Big Lake March 25-April 9 None 

Bodcau March 25-April 9 None 

Boeuf March 25-April 9 None 

Camp Beauregard March 25-April 2 None 

Clear Creek April 3-23 

March 25-26 

April 1-3 

Dewey Wills None March 25-26 April 1-2 

Fort Polk-Vernon 
March 25-April 23 

None 

Grassy Lake 
March 25-April 2 

None 

Hutchinson Creek 
March 25-April 23 

None 

Jackson-Bienville 
March 25-April 9 

None 

Lake Ramsey 
March 25-April 9 

None 

Little River 
March 25-April 9 

None 

Pearl River None March 25-26 

Peason Ridge March 25-April 23 None 

Pomme de Terre 
April 19-April 23 

None 

Richard K. Yancey 
March 25-April 9 

None 

Sabine 
None 

March 31-April 2 

April 14-16 



 

WMA 

Non-Lottery  

Hunt Dates Lottery Hunt Dates 

Sandy Hollow March 25-April 9 None 

Sherburne 
April 17-19  

April 15-16 

Sicily Island None 

March 25-26 

March 28-30 

March 31-April 2 

April 3-5 

April 6-9  
Tangipahoa Parish 

School Board 
March 25-April 23 

None 

Tunica Hills  
April 10-16 

March 25-26 

April 1-2 

April 8-9 
Walnut Hills March 25-April 23 None 

West Bay 
None 

March 25-26 

April 1-2 

April 8-9 

 

G. Wildlife Management Area Lottery Youth Hunts 

WMA/Ranger District 

Lottery Youth 

Hunt Date 

Clear Creek March 18 

Fort Polk-Vernon/Peason 

Ridge  

March 18 

Grassy Lake March 18 

Pearl River March 18 

Pomme de Terre April 8-9 

Richard K. Yancey March 18-19 

Sherburne April 8 

Sicily Island March 18 

Spring Bayou April 8-9 

Tunica Hills March 18 

West Bay March 18 

 

H. Non-Lottery WMA Youth Hunts 

1. Big Lake will be open March 18-19 (only youths may hunt). 

2. Bodcau WMA will be open March 18-19 and April 15-16 (only youths may hunt). 

3. Jackson-Bienville WMA will be open March 18-19 and  April 15-16 (only youths may hunt). 

I. Wildlife Management Area Physically Challenged (Wheelchair Confined) Hunt 

1. Jackson-Bienville WMA will be open April 17-23 to holders of valid physically challenged hunter (wheelchair 

classification) permits. 

J. Federal Lands Turkey Hunting Schedule 

1. Kisatchie National Forest (KNF) turkey hunting schedule: (youth only) March 18-19 on all Ranger Districts (except 

Vernon Unit lands within Ft. Polk-Vernon WMA) Caney Ranger District, March 25-April 9; all remaining KNF lands, March 25-



 

April 16 (including Catahoula and Red Dirt National Wildlife Management Preserves, except self-clearing permit required to hunt 

turkey on Catahoula and Red Dirt National Wildlife Management Preserves). 

2. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers turkey hunting schedule: Indian Bayou area, March 18-19 youth and physically challenged 

lottery only hunt, and lottery hunt only on March 25-26 and April 1-2, and open April 8-9. Old River Control and Lock Areas, 

March 25-April 9. 

3. National wildlife refuges: Bayou Cocodrie NWR, March 18-19(youth only); Bogue Chitto NWR, March 25-April 16, 

March 18-19 (youth only); Lake Ophelia NWR, March 18 (youth lottery only), March 25-April 9 hunt ends at 12 p.m. each day; 

Tensas NWR, March 18-19 (youth only), March 25-April 9; Upper Ouachita NWR, March 18 (youth lottery only).  

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 25:2264 

(November 1999), amended LR 26:2634 (November 2000), LR 27:2270 (December 2001), LR 28:2376 (November 2002), LR 29:2512 

(November 2003), LR 30:2875 (December 2004), LR 31:3167 (December 2005), LR 32:2272 (December 2006), LR 33:2470 (November 2007), 

LR 35:90 (January 2009), LR 35:2481 (November 2009), LR 36:2583 (November 2010), LR 37:3541 (December 2011), LR 38:2944 (November 

2012), LR 40:99 (January 2014), LR 40:1556 (August 2014), LR 41:980 (May 2015). 

§117. Migratory Bird Seasons, Regulations, and Bag Limits 

A. Seasons and bag limits. 

Species Season Dates Daily Bag Limit Possession Limit 

Mourning and White 

Winged Doves and 

fully-dressed 

Eurasian and 

Collared Doves 

South Zone: 

Sept. 3-11 

Oct. 8-Nov. 27 

Dec. 17-Jan. 15 

 

North Zone: 

Sept. 3-25 

Oct. 8-Nov. 13 

Dec. 17-Jan. 15 15 (in aggregate) 45 (in aggregate) 

Woodcock Dec. 18-Jan. 31 3 9 

Teal (Blue-winged, 

Green-winged and 

Cinnamon) Sept. 10-25 6 18 

King and Clapper 

Rails 

Sept. 10-25 

Nov. 12-Jan. 4 15 (in aggregate) 45 (in aggregate) 

Sora and Virginia 

Rails 

Sept. 10-25 

Nov. 12-Jan. 4 25 (in aggregate) 75 (in aggregate) 

Gallinules 

Sep. 10-25 

Nov. 12-Jan. 4 15 45 

Snipe 

Coastal Zone: 

Nov. 2-Dec. 4 

Dec. 17-Feb. 28 

West Zone: 

Nov. 2-Dec. 4 

Dec. 17-Feb. 28 

 

East Zone: 

Nov. 2-Dec. 4 8 24 



 

Species Season Dates Daily Bag Limit Possession Limit 

Dec. 17-Feb. 28 

Ducks, Coots and 

Mergansers 

Coastal Zone: 

Nov. 5-6 (youth 

only) 

Nov. 12-Dec. 4 

Dec. 17-Jan. 22 

 

West Zone: 

Nov. 5 (youth 

only) 

Nov. 12- 27 

Dec. 17-Jan. 29 

Feb. 4  (youth 

only) 

 

East Zone: 

Nov. 12 (youth 

only) 

Nov. 19-Dec. 4 

Dec. 17-Jan. 29 

Feb. 4 (youth 

only) 

Daily bag limit on ducks is 6 and may include no more 

than 4 mallards (no more than 2 of which may be 

females), 2 canvasback, 1 mottled duck, 1 black duck, 

3 wood ducks, 3 scaup, 2 redheads, and 2 pintails. 

 

Daily bag limit on coots is 15. 

 

Daily bag limit on mergansers is 5, only 2 of which 

may be hooded mergansers.  Merganser limits are in 

addition to the daily bag limit for ducks. 

 

 

Three times the 

daily bag limit. 

Light Geese (Snow, 

Blue, and Ross’) and 

White-Fronted Geese 

North Zone: 

Nov. 5-Dec.4 

Dec. 17-Feb. 12 

 

South Zone: 

Nov. 5-Dec. 4 

Dec. 17-Feb. 12 

Daily bag limit on Light Geese (snow, blue, and ross’) 

is 20. 

 

Daily bag limit on White-Fronted Geese is 2. 

No possession limit 

on Light Geese 

(snow, blue, and 

ross’) 

 

Possession limit on 

White-Fronted 

Geese is 6.  

Canada Geese 

North Zone: 

Nov. 5-Dec. 4 

Dec. 12-Jan. 31 

 

South Zone: 

Nov. 5-Dec. 4 

Dec. 17-Jan. 31 1 3 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

B. Conservation Order for Light Geese Seasons and Bag Limits. 

Species Season Dates Daily Bag Limit Possession Limit 

Light Geese (Snow, 

Blue, and Ross’) 

North Zone: 

Dec. 5-16 

Feb. 13-Mar. 12 

 

South Zone: 

Dec. 5-16 

Feb. 13-Mar. 12 No daily bag limit. No possession limit. 

 

C. Extended Falconry Seasons and Bag Limits. 

Species Season Dates Daily Bag Limit Possession Limit 

Mourning and White 

Winged Doves and 

fully-dressed 

Eurasian and 

Collared Doves Sept. 15-Oct. 1 

Falconry daily bag and possession limit for all permitted migratory game birds 

must not exceed 3 and 9 birds, respectively, singly or in aggregate, during the 

extended falconry seasons and regular hunting seasons. 

Woodcock Nov. 2-Jan. 31 

Rails and Gallinule Nov. 2-Jan. 31 

Ducks Nov. 3-Jan. 31 

 

D. Dove Hunting Regulations 

1. Shooting hours one-half hour before sunrise to sunset except on opening day of the first split on Wildlife Management 

Areas and on fields leased through the LDWF experimental dove field leasing program, where hunting will be from 12:00 

noon to sunset, except for Elbow Slough and Point-Aux-Chenes Wildlife Management Areas which will be open one-half 

hour before sunrise to sunset. 

2. There is no bag limit on Eurasian Collared-doves or Ringed Turtle-doves provided that a fully feathered wing and head 

remain attached to the carcass of the bird.  Fully dressed Eurasian Collared-doves and Ringed Turtle doves (those without a 

fully feathered wing and dead naturally attached to the carcass) shall be included in the aggregate bag. 

3. The following boundary divides the dove season zones:  Beginning at the Texas-Louisiana order on LA Hwy. 12; thence 

east along LA Hwy 12 to its intersection with U.S. Hwy 190; thence east along U.S. Hwy 190 to its intersection with I-12; 

thence east along I-12 to its intersection with I-10; then east along I-10 to the Mississippi state line. 

E.   Snipe Hunting Regulations.  Shooting hours one-half hour before sunrise to sunset, except at the Spanish Lake Recreation 

Area in Iberia Parish where shooting hours, including the Conservation end at 2:00 pm.   

F.   Conservation Order for Light Geese.  Only Snow, Blue, and Ross’ geese may be taken under the terms of the Conservation 

Order.  Electronic calls and unplugged shotguns allowed.  No daily bag or possession limit.  Shooting hours one-half hour 

before sunrise until one-half hour after sunset. 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

G. Canada Goose Season Closure.  The Canada Goose Season will be open statewide except for a portion of southwest 

Louisiana described as follows:  Beginning at the Texas State Line, proceeding east along LA Hwy. 82 to the Calcasieu Ship 

Channel, then north along the Calcasieu Ship Channel to its junction with the Intracoastal Canal, then east along the 

Intracoastal Canal to its juncture with LA Hwy. 82, then south along LA Hwy. 82 to its juncture with Parish Road 3147, then 

south and east along Parish Road 3147 to Freshwater Bayou Canal, then south to the Gulf of Mexico, then west along the 

shoreline of the Gulf of Mexico to the Texas State Line, then north to the point of beginning at LA Hwy. 82.  Open waters of 

Lake Arthur and the Mermentau River, from the Hwy 14 bridge southward, will also be closed. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 25:2264 (November 

1999), amended LR 26:2634 (November 2000), LR 27:2270 (December 2001), LR 28:2376 (November 2002), LR 29:2512 (November 2003), LR 

30:2875 (December 2004), LR 31:3167 (December 2005), LR 32:2272 (December 2006), LR 33:2470 (November 2007), LR 35:90 (January 2009), 

LR 35:2481 (November 2009), LR 36:2583 (November 2010), LR 37:3541 (December 2011), LR 38:2944 (November 2012), LR 40:99 (January 

2014), LR 40:1556 (August 2014), LR 41:980 (May 2015). 

Family Impact Statement 

In accordance with Act #1183 of 1999 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding Notice of Intent. This 

Notice of Intent will have no impact on the six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B). 

Poverty Impact Statement 

The proposed rulemaking will have no impact on poverty as described in R.S. 49:973. 

Provider Impact Statement 

    This Rule has no known impact on providers as described in HCR 170 of 2014. 

Public Comments 

Interested persons may submit written comments relative to the proposed Rule until 4:30 p.m., Thursday, April 7, 2016 to Steve 

Smith, Wildlife Division, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, P.O. Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA, 70898-9000, or via email to 

ssmith@wlf.la.gov.  Comments will be accepted at regularly scheduled Wildlife and Fisheries Commission Meetings from February 

through April. 

The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 

commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of Intent and the final Rule, including, but not limited to, the filing of the fiscal 

and economic impact statement, the filing of the Notice of Intent and final Rule and the preparation of reports and correspondence to 

other agencies of government. 
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Amendment to Notice of Intent 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries published a Notice of Intent for Resident Game Hunting Season, Resident Game Birds and 
Animals, General and Wildlife Management Area Rules and Regulations, General and WMA Turkey Hunting Regulations, Turkey 
Hunting Areas, Seasons, and Bag Limits, and Migratory Bird Seasons, Regulations, and Bag Limits (LAC XIX.1.101, 103, 111, 113, 
115, and 117).  Upon commission action and adoption at the February 4, 2016 Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission meeting, 
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries proposes the following change to LAC XIX.1.117. 

TITLE 76 

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part XIX.  Hunting and WMA Regulations 
 

Chapter 1. Resident Game Hunting Season 
 
§ 111.  General and Wildlife Management Area Rules and Regulations 
 
ts. Pass-a-Loutre. Commercial fishing: same as outside. Commercial mullet fishing open only in: South Pass, Pass-a-Loutre, 

North Pass, Southeast Pass, Northeast Pass, Dennis Pass, Johnson Pass, Loomis Pass, Cadro Pass, Wright Pass, Viveats Pass, 

Cognevich Pass, Blind Bay, Redfish Bay, Garden Island Bay, Northshore Bay, East Bay (west of barrier islands) and oil and gas 

canals as described on the LDWF Pass-a-Loutre WMA map. All ATVs, UTVs, motorcycles, horses, and mules prohibited on this area. 

Oyster harvesting is prohibited. Mudboats or air-cooled propulsion engines powered by more than 36 total horsepower are prohibited 

on the WMA. Operation of mud boats and air-cooled propulsion engines prohibited after 2:00 pm September through January, except 

allowed after 2:00 pm in South Pass, Pass-a-Loutre, Southeast Pass, Loomis Pass, Dennis Pass, and Cadro Pass.  Limited access area, 

no internal combustion engines allowed from September through January. See WMA map for specific locations. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR  
25:2264 (November 1999), amended LR 26:2634 (November 2000), LR 27:2270 (December 2001), LR 28:2376 (November  
2002), LR 29:2513 (November 2003), LR 30:2875 (December 2004), LR 31:3167 (December 2005), LR 32:2272 (December  
2006), LR 33:2470 (November 2007), LR 35:90 (January 2009), LR 35:2481 (November 2009), LR 36:2583 (November 2010),  
LR 37:3541 (December 2011), LR 38:2944 (November 2012), LR 40:1556 (August 2014). 
 

Public Comments 
Interested persons may submit written comments relative to the proposed Rule until 4:30 p.m., Thurssday, April 7, 2016 to Steve 

Smith, Wildlife Division, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, P.O. Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA, 70898-9000, or via email to 
ssmith@wlf.la.gov.  Comments will be accepted at regularly scheduled Wildlife and Fisheries Commission Meetings from February 
through April. 

 
The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 

commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of Intent and the final Rule, including, but not limited to, the filing of the fiscal 
and economic impact statement, the filing of the Notice of Intent and final Rule and the preparation of reports and correspondence to 
other agencies of government. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:ssmith@wlf.la.gov


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Amendment to Notice of Intent 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries published a Notice of Intent for Resident Game Hunting Season, Resident Game Birds and 
Animals, General and Wildlife Management Area Rules and Regulations, General and WMA Turkey Hunting Regulations, Turkey 
Hunting Areas, Seasons, and Bag Limits, and Migratory Bird Seasons, Regulations, and Bag Limits (LAC XIX.1.101, 103, 111, 113, 
115, and 117).  Upon commission action and adoption at the February 4, 2016 Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission meeting, 
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries proposes the following change to LAC XIX.1.117. 

TITLE 76 

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part XIX.  Hunting and WMA Regulations 
 

Chapter 1. Resident Game Hunting Season 
 
§ 117. Migratory Bird Seasons, Regulations, and Bag Limits 
 

A. Seasons and Bag Limits 

Light Geese (Snow, 

Blue, and Ross’) and 

White-Fronted 

Geese 

North Zone: 

Nov. 125-Dec.4 

Dec. 17-Feb. 12 

 

South Zone: 

Nov. 125-Dec. 4 

Dec. 17-Feb. 12 

Daily bag limit on Light Geese (snow, blue, and ross’) is 

20. 

 

Daily bag limit on White-Fronted Geese is 2. 

No possession limit 

on Light Geese 

(snow, blue, and 

ross’) 

 

Possession limit on 

White-Fronted 

Geese is 6.  

Canada Geese 

North Zone: 

Nov. 125-Dec. 4 

Dec. 12-Jan. 31 

 

South Zone: 

Nov. 125-Dec. 4 

Dec. 17-Jan. 31 1 3 

. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR  
25:2264 (November 1999), amended LR 26:2634 (November 2000), LR 27:2270 (December 2001), LR 28:2376 (November  
2002), LR 29:2513 (November 2003), LR 30:2875 (December 2004), LR 31:3167 (December 2005), LR 32:2272 (December  
2006), LR 33:2470 (November 2007), LR 35:90 (January 2009), LR 35:2481 (November 2009), LR 36:2583 (November 2010),  
LR 37:3541 (December 2011), LR 38:2944 (November 2012), LR 40:1556 (August 2014). 
 

Public Comments 
Interested persons may submit written comments relative to the proposed Rule until 4:30 p.m., Thursday, April 7, 2016 to Steve 

Smith, Wildlife Division, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, P.O. Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA, 70898-9000, or via email to 
ssmith@wlf.la.gov.  Comments will be accepted at regularly scheduled Wildlife and Fisheries Commission Meetings from February 
through April. 

The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 
commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of Intent and the final Rule, including, but not limited to, the filing of the fiscal 
and economic impact statement, the filing of the Notice of Intent and final Rule and the preparation of reports and correspondence to 
other agencies of government. 
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Amendment to Notice of Intent 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries published a Notice of Intent for Resident Game Hunting Season, Resident Game Birds and 
Animals, General and Wildlife Management Area Rules and Regulations, General and WMA Turkey Hunting Regulations, Turkey 
Hunting Areas, Seasons, and Bag Limits, and Migratory Bird Seasons, Regulations, and Bag Limits (LAC XIX.1.101, 103, 111, 113, 
115, and 117).  Upon commission action and adoption at the February 4, 2016 Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission meeting, 
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries proposes the following change to LAC XIX.1.117. 

TITLE 76 

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part XIX.  Hunting and WMA Regulations 
 

Chapter 1. Resident Game Hunting Season 
 
§ 117. Migratory Bird Seasons, Regulations, and Bag Limits 
 

A. Seasons and Bag Limits 

Ducks, Coots and 

Mergansers 

Coastal Zone: 

Nov. 5-6 (youth 

only) 

Nov. 12-Dec. 4 

Dec. 17-Jan. 22 

 

West Zone: 

Nov. 5 (youth 

only) 

Nov. 12-Dec. 427 

Dec. 17-Jan.2229 

Jan. 28 (youth 

only) 

 

East Zone: 

Nov. 12 (youth 

only) 

Nov. 19-Dec. 4 

Dec. 17-Jan. 29 

Feb. 4 (youth 

only) 

Daily bag limit on ducks is 6 and may include no more 

than 4 mallards (no more than 2 of which may be 

females), 2 canvasback, 1 mottled duck, 1 black duck, 

3 wood ducks, 3 scaup, 2 redheads, and 2 pintails. 

 

Daily bag limit on coots is 15. 

 

Daily bag limit on mergansers is 5, only 2 of which may 

be hooded mergansers.  Merganser limits are in 

addition to the daily bag limit for ducks. 

 

 

Three times the 

daily bag limit. 

. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR  
25:2264 (November 1999), amended LR 26:2634 (November 2000), LR 27:2270 (December 2001), LR 28:2376 (November  
2002), LR 29:2513 (November 2003), LR 30:2875 (December 2004), LR 31:3167 (December 2005), LR 32:2272 (December  
2006), LR 33:2470 (November 2007), LR 35:90 (January 2009), LR 35:2481 (November 2009), LR 36:2583 (November 2010),  
LR 37:3541 (December 2011), LR 38:2944 (November 2012), LR 40:1556 (August 2014). 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Amendment to Notice of Intent 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries published a Notice of Intent for Resident Game Hunting Season, Resident Game Birds and 
Animals, General and Wildlife Management Area Rules and Regulations, General and WMA Turkey Hunting Regulations, Turkey 
Hunting Areas, Seasons, and Bag Limits, and Migratory Bird Seasons, Regulations, and Bag Limits (LAC XIX.1.101, 103, 111, 113, 
115, and 117).  Upon commission action and adoption at the February 4, 2016 Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission meeting, 
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries proposes the following change to LAC XIX.1.117. 

TITLE 76 

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part XIX.  Hunting and WMA Regulations 
 

Chapter 1. Resident Game Hunting Season 
 
§ 111.  General and Wildlife Management Area Rules and Regulations 
 

15. Hogs. Feral hogs may be taken during any open hunting season on WMAs by properly licensed and/or permitted hunters 

using only guns or bow and arrow legal for specified seasons in progress, except take of hogs is prohibited during nighttime raccoon 

seasons. Hogs may not be taken with the aid of dogs, except feral hogs may be taken with the aid of dogs during the month of 

February on Attakapas, Bodcau, Boeuf, Clear Creek, Dewey Wills, Jackson-Bienville, Little River, Pass a Loutre, Pearl River, Richard 

K. Yancey, Sabine, Sabine Island, and West Bay, and that portion of Dewey W. Wills North of the Catahoula Lake Diversion Canal 

WMAs by self-clearing permit. All hogs must be killed immediately and may not be transported live under any conditions, except as 

allowed by permit from either the Minden, Lake Charles, Monroe, Pineville, Hammond or Opelousas offices.  During the February 

dog season hunters may use centerfire pistols in addition to using guns allowed for season in progress. Additionally, feral hogs may be 

taken on Atchafalaya Delta, Pass-a-Loutre, Pointe-aux-Chenes and Salvador/Timken WMAs from February 16 through March 31 with 

archery equipment, shotguns loaded with buckshot or slugs or rimfire rifles no larger than .22 caliber. Additional requirements may be 

specified under individual WMAs, see regulation pamphlet.  

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR  
25:2264 (November 1999), amended LR 26:2634 (November 2000), LR 27:2270 (December 2001), LR 28:2376 (November  
2002), LR 29:2513 (November 2003), LR 30:2875 (December 2004), LR 31:3167 (December 2005), LR 32:2272 (December  
2006), LR 33:2470 (November 2007), LR 35:90 (January 2009), LR 35:2481 (November 2009), LR 36:2583 (November 2010),  
LR 37:3541 (December 2011), LR 38:2944 (November 2012), LR 40:1556 (August 2014). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

XI. To hear an update on the Game and Fish Preserves’ governing authorities 
Kenny Ribbeck, LDWF Administrator, Wildlife Division 

 
After the presentation at the December Commission meeting of proposed rules to prohibit permanent 
blinds and unattended decoys, the Commissioners instructed the Department to send a letter to the 
local governing authorities (Police Juries, Sheriffs, and State Legislators) advising them of the 
opportunity to reestablish the G&FPs to address these matters locally.  A letter was sent in late 
December for  
 

• Bayou Bonnie  
• Bayou Pierre 
• Beauregard Old River 
• Black Bayou 
• Bundicks 
• Catahoula Lake 
• Cocodrie Lake  
• Cornie Lake 
• Hard Water State 
• Iatt Lake 
• Lake Bistineau 
• Nantachie Lake 
• St. Martin-Lafayette 
• Spanish Lake 
• Turkey Creek 
• West Atchafalaya Floodway 

 

SUMMARY of RESPONSES (received prior to February 4, 2016) 

• Corney Lake   owned by USDA-USFS and they implement a permitting system 

• Bayou Bonne Idee approve of the proposed NOI introduced in December     

• Black Bayou Lake have commission established, will propose their own rules      

• Bundick Lake have commission established, will propose their own rules    

• Spanish Lake have commission established and will propose  their own   

     

The Commission instructed the Department to send another letter, detailing the timeframe the G&FPs 

must act within to ensure rules are promulgated by the LWFC prior to the 2016/17 hunting season  

 

This letter was also to confirm the intentions of the local authorities to reestablish the G&FP 

Commission or to acknowledge satisfaction with the proposed rule presented in December   

 

We asked for confirmation of intentions by March 2 which will be presented today 

SUMMARY of GFP’s that are forming a Commission, appointing members to and formulating 

proposed waterfowl hunting rules and regulations (received after February 4, 2016) 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

• Bayou Pierre 

• Beauregard Old River 

• Catahoula Lake  

• Cocodrie Lake  

• Lake Bistineau 

• St Martin-Lafayette 

• Turkey Creek   

•  

Spanish Lake GFP-initially indicated that they would propose their own set of waterfowl rules and 

regulations to the LWFC, but after meeting, they have decided to ask the LWFC to entertain the 

original NOI that was presented to the LWFC at the December LWFC meeting in Lake Charles  

 

Tommy Tuma attended the St. Landry Parish Police Jury meeting March 2, to discuss the details of 

authority the parish has as per RS 56:721 & 722 

 

The Police Jury is confused about what steps to take and exactly what their authority is and what was 

expected of them.  They expressed concern over missing the LWFC’s deadline, but wanted to make 

sure they were clear about the LWFC‘s expectations 

 

Grant parish has concerns over private ownership within the lake.  Due to these concerns, Secretary 

Melancon sent a letter to Representative Terry Brown on March 1 indicating that these GFP’s would 

not be considered at this time 

 

SUMMARY of GFP’s with no confirmation but scheduled to meet  

• West Atchafalaya Floodway    

• Nantachie Lake 

• Hard Water State 

• Iatt Lake 

Statutory Authority 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

• LA R.S. 56 721- Any parish or parishes by formal resolution of the governing authority, may 

appoint a game and fish commission, which may exercise those powers, duties, and functions 

provided in LA R. S. 722 

 

• LA R.S. 56 722- The commission may make rules and regulations for the government, 

regulation, and control of the preserve for the conservation, protection, and propagation of 

game and fish in the preserve, provided that such rules and regulations shall be finally 

approved, adopted, and promulgated by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

 

• LA R.S. 56 802- The department shall have the duty and responsibility for the management of 

resources, including water level control, aquatic weed control, and maintenance and repair of 

dams, control structures, and spillways within the territorial jurisdiction of each commission 

established in R.S. 56:801, provided that no local commission or authority is providing these 

services. The individual game and fish preserves and commissions or local governing 

authorities shall have the duty and responsibility for maintaining all support services within their 

territorial jurisdiction, including parks, picnic areas, and concessions 

 

Proposed Waterfowl Hunting Regulations Summary 

• Construction of and/or hunting from permanent blinds on Game and Fish Preserves and Game 

and Fish Management Preserves, is prohibited unless otherwise specified.  A permanent blind 

is any blind using non-natural materials or having a frame which is not dismantled within two 

hours after the end of legal shooting time each day.  Blinds with frames of wood, plastic, metal 

poles, wire, mesh, webbing or other materials may be used but must be removed within two 

hours after the end of legal shooting time each day.  Blinds made solely of natural vegetation 

and not held together by nails or other metallic fasteners may be left in place, but cannot be 

used to reserve hunting locations.  Natural vegetation (including any material used as corner 

posts) is defined as natural branches that are 2 inches or less in diameter 

 

• Unattended decoys are prohibited.  Decoys must be removed daily 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Q Commissioner Courville, How many permanent blinds will exist, do you have any ideas at this 

time on the number?  

A Kenny Ribbeck,  

Q Commissioner Courville, Who’s responsibility will it be to remove the existing Permanent 

Blinds? Given that some of them are substantial in size.  Once we promulgate those rules that do not 

form a Commission, who’s responsibility will it be to clean up those existing blinds and do we have a 

concept of a scope and skill that’s going to be needed 

A Kenny Ribbeck, Fred Whitrock will have to affirm this but based on other discussions, if the 

local Game and Fish Preserve Commission rules and regs are approved by LWF Commission, they 

will have sole authority to take care of that / monitor that.  If you have to take over that authority, that 

will fall under the Department.  

Q Commissioner Courville, Can we send a bill to state lands?  No answer needed.  

For the Spanish Lake Preserve – the Representatives letter to the Department – they were reluctant 

to establish due to the liability that goes with operating a GFP.  Almost implying the Department 

would absorb some version of liability and I’m not convinced that they understand that correctly or 

maybe I misunderstood it.  The Department will have no liability as it relates to promulgating rules for 

permanent blinds on GFP, correct?    

A Kenny Ribbeck, Tommy discussed this with them.  Their concern as they understood the law 

was if they promulgated that rule, were they allowed permanent duck blinds.  There was an incident 

relative to;  

 
XII.  Set July 2016 Meeting Date  

 
Commissioner Manuel made a Motion of the date of July 7, 2016   

Commissioner Courville seconded the motion by Commissioner Manuel 

Chairman Yakupzack called for a vote and the Motion passed with no opposition  

 

XIII. Receive Public Comments   
C Randy Patterson, Go back to gentlemen’s rules with the Duck Blinds; opposed to the closure 

of ATV and Boat Access Trails; Duck Hunting impoundment  
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

C Chairman Yakupzack, the intent of the Department is to have such rules memorialized the 
Game and Fish Commissions; that is what the Statute requires, it’s never been done.  It’s on 
the Departments radar.  We understand we are not in compliance with the Statute, and the 
Department wants to become in compliance.  The effort started by this Commission in 
December is to have those local Commissions take ownership of this issue and have those 
rules established.    

 
C Ron Coco, The Dog Hunters Task Force was formed in 2008; the roads are closed on Grassy 

Lake and Richard Yancey but not hunting; Need to establish benchmarks on water  
 Recapped a Tree cutting incident on Spring Bayou WMA and the prosecution of the person 

responsible 
 
C Chairman Yakupzack thanked all of the persons that came out and spoke and took the time 

from their families and jobs to speak on what they are passionate about.  
 Chairman Yakupzack stated he would like to have a satellite meeting every six months in 

Alexandria 
 
C Commissioner Courville, thanked the city and parish for welcoming the Commission  
 
C Chairman Yakupzack thanked Mr. Craig Smith for his hospitality and the use of the meeting 

space 
 
C Randy Myers, Announced Jimmy Anthony’s retirement and thanked him for his forty years of 

service to the Department and his eight years of service to the Commission.  Chairman 
Yakupzack led in a standing ovation  

 
  
XIV. Adjournment  

MOTION by Commissioner Courville 

Commissioner Manuel seconded the motion made by Commissioner Courville 

Chairman Yakupzack called for a vote and the Motion passed with no opposition 

 

 

END 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has amended the general and wildlife management area rules and regulations for the 2016-2017 season, the resident game hunting season for the 2016-2018 hunting seasons, the general and wildlife management area rul...
	Part XIX.  Hunting and WMA Regulations
	Chapter 1.  Resident Game Hunting Season
	§101. General
	A. The resident game hunting season regulations have been adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission. A complete copy of the regulation pamphlet may be obtained from the department.

	§103. Resident Game Birds and Animals
	A. Shooting Hours(one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset.
	B. Consult Regulation Pamphlet for Seasons or Specific Regulations on Wildlife Management Areas or Specific Localities
	C. Deer Hunting Schedule 2016-2017
	D. Deer Hunting Schedule 2017-2018
	E. Farm-raised white-tailed deer on supplemented shooting preserves:
	1. archery, firearm, primitive firearms(October 1-January 31 (either-sex).

	F. Exotics on supplemented shooting preserves:
	1. either sex(no closed season.

	G. Spring squirrel hunting:
	1. season dates(opens 1st Saturday of May for 23 days;
	2. closed areas:
	a. Kisatchie National Forest, national wildlife refuges, and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers property and all WMAs except as provided in Paragraph 3 below;

	3. wildlife management area schedule(opens first Saturday of May for nine days on all WMAs except Fort Polk, Peason Ridge, Camp Beauregard, Pass-a-Loutre and Salvador. Dogs are allowed during this season for squirrel hunting. Feral hogs may be taken o...
	4. limits(daily bag limit is three and possession limit is nine.


	§111. General and Wildlife Management Area Hunting Rules and Regulations
	A. Hunting Seasons and Wildlife Management Area (WMA) Regulations
	1. The rules and regulations contained within this digest have been officially approved and adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission under authority vested by sections 115 and 116 of title 56 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 and are i...
	2. Pursuant to section 40.1 of title 56 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has adopted monetary values which are assigned to all illegally taken, possessed, injured or destroyed fish, wild birds, wild quad...

	B. Resident Game Birds and Animals
	1. Shooting hours: one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset.

	C. Other Season Dates
	1. Turkey. Please refer to turkey regulations.
	2. Raccoon and Opossum. No closed season. Raccoon and opossum can be taken at night by one or more licensed hunters with one or more dogs and one .22 caliber or smaller rimfire firearm. A licensed hunter may take raccoon or opossum with .22 caliber or...
	3. Nutria. On WMAs and private property nutria may be taken recreationally by licensed hunters from September 1 through the last day of February, during legal shooting hours by any legal hunting method with a daily limit of five. Except nutria may be ...
	4. Blackbirds and Crows. The season for crows shall be September 1 through January 1 with no limit; however crows, blackbirds, cowbirds and grackles may be taken year round during legal shooting hours if they are depredating or about to depredate upon...
	5. Pheasant. Open concurrently with the quail season; no limit.
	6. Falconry. Special permit required. Resident and migratory game species may be taken except turkeys. Seasons and bag limits are the same as for statewide and WMA regulations. Refer to LAC 76:V.301 for specific falconry rules.
	7. Licensed Hunting Preserve, October 1-April 30, Pen-Raised Birds Only. No limit entire season. Refer to LAC 76:V.305 for specific hunting preserve rules.
	8. Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP). Refer to LAC 76:V.111 for specific DMAP rules. Deer management assistance tags must be in the possession of the hunter in order to harvest an antlerless deer. The tag shall be attached through the hock in ...
	9. Farm Raised White-tailed Deer and Exotics on Licensed Supplemented Shooting Preserves
	a. Definitions
	Exotics—for purposes of this Section means any animal of the family Bovidae (except the Tribe Bovini [cattle]) or Cervidae which is not indigenous to Louisiana and which is confined on a supplemented hunting preserve. Exotics shall include, but are n...
	Hunting—in its different tenses and for purposes of this Section means to take or attempt to take, in accordance with R.S. 56:8.
	Same as Outside—for purposes of this Section means hunting on a supplemented hunting preserve must conform to applicable statutes and rules governing hunting and deer hunting, as provided for in title 56 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes and as estab...
	Supplemented Hunting Preserve—for purposes of this Section means any enclosure for which a current farm-raising license has been issued by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) with concurrence of the LDWF and is authorized in writing by ...
	White-Tailed Deer—for purposes of this Rule means any animal of the species Odocoileus virginianus which is confined on a supplemented hunting preserve.
	b. Seasons:
	i. farm-raised white-tailed deer: consult the regulations pamphlet;
	ii. exotics: year round.
	c. Methods of take:
	i. white-tailed deer: same as outside;
	ii. exotics: exotics may be taken with traditional bow, compound bow and crossbow or any bow drawn, held or released by mechanical means; shotguns not larger than 10 gauge, loaded with buckshot or rifled slug; handguns and rifles no smaller than .22 ...
	d. Shooting hours:
	i. white-tailed deer: same as outside;
	ii. exotics: one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset.
	e. Bag limit:
	i. farm-raised white-tailed deer: same as outside;
	ii. exotics: no limit.
	f. Hunting licenses:
	i. white-tailed deer: same as outside;
	ii. exotics: no person shall hunt any exotic without possessing a valid basic and big game hunting license.
	g. Tagging. White-tailed deer and exotics: each animal shall be tagged in the left ear or left antler immediately upon being killed and before being moved from the site of the kill with a tag provided by the LDAF. The tag shall remain with the carcass...

	10. Bobcat. No person other than the holder of a valid big game license may take or possess bobcat, except licensed trappers who may take or possess bobcat during the open trapping season. A big game licensee shall only take bobcat during the time per...

	D. Hunting-General Provisions
	1. A basic resident or non-resident hunting license is required of all persons to hunt, take, possess or cause to be transported by any other person any wild bird or quadruped. See information below for exceptions.
	2. No person born on or after September 1, 1969, shall hunt unless that person has first been issued a certificate of satisfactory completion of a firearm and hunter education course approved by the department, except any active or veteran member of t...
	3. A big game license is required in addition to the basic hunting license to hunt, take, possess or cause to be transported any deer. A separate wild turkey license is required in addition to the basic hunting license and the big game license to hunt...
	4. Taking game quadrupeds or birds from aircraft or participating in the taking of deer with the aid of aircraft or from automobiles or other moving land vehicles is prohibited.
	5. Methods of Taking Resident Game Birds and Quadrupeds
	a. It is illegal to intentionally feed, deposit, place, distribute, expose, scatter, or cause to be fed, deposited, placed, distributed, exposed, or scattered raw sweet potatoes to wild game quadrupeds.
	b. Use of a traditional bow, compound bow and crossbow or any bow drawn, held or released by mechanical means or a shotgun not larger than a 10 gauge fired from the shoulder shall be legal for taking all resident game birds and quadrupeds. Also, the u...
	c. Still hunting is defined as stalking or stationary stand hunting without the use of dog(s). Pursuing, driving or hunting deer with dogs is prohibited when or where a still hunting season or area is designated, and will be strictly enforced. Shotgun...
	d. No person shall take or kill any game bird or wild quadruped with a firearm fitted with an infrared sight, laser sight, or except as provided in R.S. 56:116(A)(8) any sighting device which projects a beam of light to the target or otherwise electro...

	6. Nuisance Animals. Landowners or their designees may remove beaver and nutria causing damage to their property without a special permit. Water set traps and firearms may be used to remove beaver; nutria may be removed by any means except that nutria...
	7. Threatened and endangered species: Louisiana black bear, Louisiana pearl shell (mussel), sea turtles, gopher tortoise, ringed sawback turtle, brown pelican, bald eagle, peregrine falcon, whooping crane, Eskimo curlew, piping plover, interior least ...
	8. Outlaw Quadrupeds. Holders of a legal hunting license may take coyotes, feral hogs, and armadillos year round during legal daylight shooting hours. The running of coyotes with dogs is prohibited in all turkey hunting areas during the open turkey se...
	9. Nighttime Take of Nuisance Animals and Outlaw Quadrupeds. On private property, the landowner, or his lessee or agent with written permission and the landowner’s contact information in his possession, may take outlaw quadrupeds (coyotes, armadillos ...
	10. Hunting and/or Discharging Firearms on Public Roads. Hunting, standing, loitering or shooting game quadrupeds or game birds while on a public road or public road right-of-way is prohibited. Hunting or the discharge of firearms on roads or highways...
	11. Tags. Any part of the deer or wild turkey divided shall have affixed thereto the name, date, address and big game license number of the person killing the deer or wild turkey and the sex of that animal. This information shall be legibly written in...
	12. Sex Identification. Positive evidence of sex identification, including the head or sex organs, shall remain on any deer taken or killed within the state of Louisiana, or on all turkeys taken or killed so long as such deer or turkey is kept in camp...

	E. General Deer Hunting Regulations
	1. Prior to hunting deer, all deer hunters, regardless of age or license status, must obtain deer tags and have in possession when hunting deer. Immediately upon harvesting a deer, the hunter must tag the deer with the appropriate carcass tag and docu...
	2. 2016-2017 Season. One antlered and one antlerless deer per day (when legal) except on Kisatchie National Forest , Indian Bayou Area owned by the US Army Corps of Engineers, and some federal refuges (check refuge regulations) where the daily limit s...
	3. 2017-2018 Season. One antlered and one antlerless deer per day (when legal) except on Kisatchie National Forest, Indian Bayou area owned by the US Army Corps of Engineers, and some federal refuges (check refuge regulations) where the daily limit sh...
	4. A legal antlered deer is a deer with at least one visible antler of hardened bony material, broken naturally through the skin, except on Alexander State Forest WMA, Bayou Macon WMA, Big Lake WMA, Bodcau WMA, Boeuf WMA, Buckhorn WMA, Dewey Wills WMA...
	5. Either-sex deer is defined as male or female deer. Taking or possessing spotted fawns is prohibited.
	6. It is illegal to hunt or shoot deer with firearms smaller than .22 caliber centerfire or a shotgun loaded with anything other than buckshot or slug. Handguns may be used for hunting.
	7. Taking game quadrupeds or birds from aircraft, participating in the taking of deer with the aid of aircraft or from automobiles or other moving land vehicles is prohibited.
	8. Still hunting is defined as stalking or stationary stand hunting without the use of dog(s). Pursuing, driving or hunting deer with dogs or moving vehicles, including ATVs, when or where a still hunting season or area is designated, is prohibited an...
	9. It is illegal to take deer while deer are swimming or while the hunter is in a boat with motor attached in operating position; however the restriction in this paragraph shall not apply to any person who has lost one or more limbs.
	10. Areas not specifically designated as open are closed.
	11. Primitive Firearms Season: Still Hunt Only. Specific WMAs will also be open, check WMA schedule for specific details. Primitive firearms license is required for resident hunters between the ages of 16 and 59 inclusive and non-residents 16 years of...
	a. Legal Firearms for Primitive Firearms Season
	i. Rifles or pistols, .44 caliber minimum, or shotguns 10 gauge or smaller, all of which must load exclusively from the muzzle, use black powder or approved substitute only, take ball, shot, or bullet projectile only, including saboted bullets, and m...
	ii. Single shot, breech loading rifles or single shot, breech loading pistols, .35 caliber or larger, having an exposed hammer, that use metallic cartridges loaded either with black powder or modern smokeless powder, and may be fitted with magnified ...
	iii. Single shot, breech loading shotguns, 10 gauge or smaller, having an exposed hammer, loaded with buckshot or slug.
	iv. Youths 17 or younger may hunt deer with any legal weapon during the primitive firearms season in each deer hunting area.

	12. Archery Season. Archery license required for resident bow hunters between the ages of 16 and 59 inclusive and non-residents 16 years of age and older. Either-sex deer may be taken in all areas open for deer hunting except when a bucks only season ...
	a. Bow and Arrow Regulations. Traditional bow, compound bow and crossbow or any bow drawn, held or released by mechanical means will be a legal means of take for all properly licensed hunters. Hunting arrows for deer must have well-sharpened broadhead...
	i. It is unlawful:
	(a). to have in possession or use any poisoned or drugged arrow or arrows with explosive tips;
	(b). to hunt deer with a bow having a pull less than 30 pounds;
	(c). to hunt with a bow or crossbow fitted with an infrared, laser sight, electrically-operated sight or device specifically designed to enhance vision at night (does not include non-projecting red dot sights) [R.S. 56:116.1.B.(4)].


	13. Hunter Orange. Any person hunting any wildlife during the open gun deer hunting season and possessing buckshot, slugs, a primitive firearm, or a centerfire rifle shall display on his head, chest and/or back a total of not less than 400 square inch...
	14. Physically Challenged Season on Private Lands (Either-Sex): first Saturday of October for two days. Restricted to individuals with physically challenged hunter permit.
	15. Youth and Honorably Discharged Veterans Season on Private Lands (Either-Sex). Areas 1, 4, 5, 6 and 9: last Saturday of October for seven days; area 2: second Saturday of October for seven days; and areas 3, 7, 8 and 10: fourth Saturday of Septembe...
	a. Louisiana OMV issued U.S. Veterans Driver’s License; or
	b. U.S. Department of Defense Form 214 or one of the following DD_214 equivalents:
	i. pre DD 214 era documents (1941_1950):
	(a). WE AGO (war department adjutant general) forms, to include WD AGO 53, WD AGO 55, WD AGO 53_55;
	(b). JAVPERS (naval personnel) discharge documents, to include NAVPERS 553, NAVMC78PD, NAVCG 553;

	ii. National Personnel Records Center NPRC "statement of service," issued as a result of a destroyed discharge record during the 1973 National Archives fire;
	iii. National Guard/Air National Guard must have NGB_22 with 6 or more years of service.


	F. Description of Areas, 2015-2017
	1. Area 1
	a. All of the following parishes are open: Concordia, East Carroll, Franklin, Madison, Richland, Tensas, West Carrol.
	b. Portions of the following parishes are also open:
	i. Catahoula(east of Boeuf River to Ouachita River, east of Ouachita River from its confluence with Boeuf River to LA 8, south and east of LA 8 southwesterly to parish line;
	ii. Grant(east of US 165 and south of LA 8;
	iii. LaSalle(south of a line beginning where Little River enters Catahoula Lake following the center of the lake eastward to Old River then to US 84, east of US 84 northward to LA 8, south of LA 8 eastward to parish line;
	iv. Ouachita(south of US 80 and east of Ouachita River, east of LA 139 from Sicard to junction of LA 134, south of LA 134 to Morehouse line at Wham Bake;
	v. Rapides(east of US 165 and north of Red River.
	c. Still hunting only in all or portions of the following parishes:
	i. Catahoula(south of Deer Creek to Boeuf River, east of Boeuf and Ouachita Rivers to LA 8 at Harrisonburg, west of LA 8 to LA 913, west of LA 913 and LA 15 to Deer Creek;
	ii. East Carroll(all;
	iii. Franklin(all;
	iv. Morehouse(east of US 165 (from Arkansas state line) to Bonita, south and east of LA 140 to junction of LA 830-4 (Cooper Lake Road), east of LA 830-4 to Bastrop, east of LA 139 at Bastrop to junction of LA 593, east and north of LA 593 to Collinst...
	v. Ouachita(south of US 80 and east of Ouachita River, east of LA 139 from Sicard to junction of LA 134, south of LA 134 to Morehouse line at Wham Bake;
	vi. Richland(all.
	vii. West Carroll

	2. Area 2
	a. All of the following parishes are open:
	i. Bienville, Bossier, Caddo, Caldwell, Claiborne, DeSoto, Jackson, Lincoln, Natchitoches, Red River, Sabine, Union, Webster, Winn;
	ii. except: Kisatchie National Forest which has special regulations. Caney, Corney, Middlefork tracts of Kisatchie have the same regulations as area 2, except still hunting only for deer.
	b. Portions of the following parishes are also open:
	i. Allen(north of US 190 from parish line westward to Kinder, east of US 165 from Kinder northward to LA 10 at Oakdale, north of LA 10 from Oakdale westward to the parish line;
	ii. Avoyelles(that portion west of I-49;
	iii. Catahoula(west of Boeuf River to Ouachita River, west of Ouachita River from its confluence with Boeuf River to LA 8, north and west of LA 8 southwesterly to parish line;
	iv. Evangeline(all except the following portions: east of I-49 to junction of LA 29, east of LA 29 south of I-49 to Ville Platte, and north of US 167 east of Ville Platte;
	v. Grant(all except that portion south of LA 8 and east of US 165;
	vi. Jefferson Davis(north of US 190;
	vii. LaSalle(north of a line beginning where Little River enters Catahoula Lake, following the center of the lake eastward to Old River then to US 84, west of US 84 northward to LA 8, north of LA 8 eastward to parish line;
	viii. Morehouse(west of US 165 (from Arkansas state line) to Bonita, north and west of LA 140 to junction of LA 830-4 (Cooper Lake Road), west of LA 830-4 to Bastrop, west of LA 139 to junction of LA 593, west and south of LA 593 to Collinston, west ...
	ix. Ouachita(all except south of US 80 and east of Ouachita River, east of LA 139 from Sicard to junction of LA 134, south of LA 134 to Morehouse Parish line at Wham Brake;
	x. Rapides(all except north of Red River and east of US 165, south of LA 465 to junction of LA 121, west of LA 121 and LA 112 to Union Hill, and north of LA 113 from Union Hill to Vernon Parish line, and that portion south of Alexandria between Red R...
	xi. Vernon(north of LA 10 from the parish line westward to LA 113, south of LA 113 eastward to parish line. Also the portion north of LA 465 west of LA 117 from Kurthwood to Leesville and north of LA 8 from Leesville to Texas state line.
	c. Still hunting only in all or portions of the following parishes:
	i. Claiborne and Webster(Caney, Corney and Middlefork tracts of Kisatchie National Forest (see Kisatchie National Forest regulations);
	ii. Ouachita(east of Ouachita River;
	iii. Rapides(west of US 167 from Alexandria southward to I-49 at Turkey Creek exit, west of I-49 southward to parish line, north of parish line westward to US 165, east of US 165 northward to US 167 at Alexandria. North of LA 465 from Vernon Parish l...
	iv. Vernon(east of Mora-Hutton Road from Natchitoches Parish line to Hillman Loop Road, south and east of Hillman Loop Road to Comrade Road, south of Comrade Road to LA 465, east and north of LA 465 to Rapides Parish line.

	3. Area 3
	a. Portions of the following parishes are open:
	i. Acadia(north of I-10;
	ii. Allen(south of US 190 and west of LA 113;
	iii. Beauregard(west of LA 113 and east of LA 27 from the parish line northward to DeRidder and north of US 190 westward from DeRidder to Texas state line;
	iv. Calcasieu(east of LA 27 from Sulphur northward to the parish line, and north of I-10;
	v. Jefferson Davis(north of I-10 and south of US 190;
	vi. Lafayette(west of I-49 and north of I-10;
	vii. Rapides(south of LA 465 to junction of LA 121, west of LA 121 and LA 112 to Union Hill and north of LA 113 from Union Hill to Vernon Parish line;
	viii. St. Landry(west of US 167;
	ix. Vernon(west and north of LA 113, south of LA 465, east of LA 117 from Kurthwood to Leesville, and south of LA 8 from Leesville to Texas state line.

	4. Area 4
	a. All of St. Helena and Washington Parishes are open.
	b. Portions of the following parishes are also open:
	i. East Baton Rouge(all except that portion north of I-110 and west of US 61;
	ii. East Feliciana(east of US 61;
	iii. West Feliciana(east of US 61;
	iv. Livingston(north of I-12;
	v. Tangipahoa(north of I-12;
	vi. St. Tammany(all except that portion south of I-12, west of LA 1077 to LA 22, south of LA 22 to Tchefuncte River, west of Tchefuncte River southward to Lake Pontchartrain.
	c. Still hunting only in all or portions of the following parishes:
	i. East Feliciana and East Baton Rouge(east of Thompson Creek from the Mississippi state line to LA 10, north of LA 10 from Thompson Creek to LA 67 at Clinton, west of LA 67 from Clinton to Mississippi state line, south of Mississippi state line from...
	ii. St. Helena(north of LA 16 from Tickfaw River at Montpelier westward to LA 449, east and south of LA 449 from LA 16 at Pine Grove northward to Rohner Road, south of Rohner Road to LA 1045, south of LA 1045 to the Tickfaw River, west of the Tickfaw...
	iii. Tangipahoa(that portion of Tangipahoa Parish north of LA 10 from the Tchefuncte River to LA 1061 at Wilmer, east of LA 1061 to LA 440 at Bolivar, south of LA 440 to the Tchefuncte River, west of the Tchefuncte River from LA 440 southward to LA 10;
	iv. Washington and St. Tammany(east of LA 21 from the Mississippi state line southward to the Bogue Chitto River, north of the Bogue Chitto River from LA 21 eastward to the Pearl River Navigation Canal, east of the Pearl River Navigation Canal southw...
	v. West Feliciana(west of Thompson Creek to Illinois-Central Railroad, north of Illinois-Central Railroad to Parish Road #7, east of Parish Road #7 to the junction of US 61 and LA 966, east of LA 966 from US 61 to Chaney Creek, south of Chaney Creek ...

	5. Area 5
	a.    Portions of the following parishes are open:
	i.   St. Martin Parish – South of I-10 and east of the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee and west of the East Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee.
	ii.   Iberville Parish – South of I-10 and west of the East Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee.
	iii.   Iberia Parish – East of the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee and West of the East Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee.
	iv.   St. Mary Parish – East of the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee.
	v. High water benchmark closure.  Deer hunting in those portions of Iberville and St. Martin parishes south of I-10, west of the East Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee, east of the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee, and north of Alligator B...

	6. Area 6
	a. All of Point Coupee Parish is open.
	b. Portions of the following parishes are also open:
	i. Avoyelles(all except that portion west of I-49;
	ii. Evangeline(that portion east of I-49 to junction of LA 29, east of LA 29 south of I-49 to Ville Platte and north of US 167 east of Ville Platte;
	iii. Iberville(all north of I-10, and that portion south of I-10 at the Atchafalaya Basin protection levee south to Upper Grand River, then north of Upper Grand River to the Intracoastal Canal at Jack Miller, then west of the Intracoastal Canal north...
	iv. Lafayette(north of I-10 and east of I-49;
	v. Rapides(south of Alexandria between Red River and US 167 to the junction of US 167 with I-49 at Turkey Creek Exit, east of I-49 southward to parish line;
	vi. St. Landry(east of US 167;
	vii. St. Martin(north of I-10;
	viii. East Baton Rouge(north of I-110 and west of US 61;
	ix. West Feliciana(west of US 61;
	x. East Feliciana(west of US 61;
	xi. West Baton Rouge(north I-10.
	c. Still hunting only in all or portions of the following parishes:
	i. Avoyelles(north of LA 1 from Simmesport westward to LA 115 at Marksville, east of LA 115 from Marksville northward to the Red River near Moncla, south and west of the Red River to LA 1 at Simmesport;
	ii. Rapides(south of Alexandria between Red River and US 167 to the junction of US 167 with I-49 at Turkey Creek Exit, east of I-49 southward to parish line;
	iii. West Feliciana(west of Thompson Creek to Illinois-Central Railroad, north of Illinois-Central Railroad to Parish Road #7, east of Parish Road #7 to the junction of US 61 and LA 966, east of LA 966 from US 61 to Chaney Creek, south of Chaney Cree...

	7. Area 7
	a. Portions of the following parishes are open:
	i. Iberia(south of LA 14 and west of US 90;
	ii. St. Mary(all except that portion north of US 90 from Iberia Parish line eastward to Wax Lake Outlet, east of Wax Lake Outlet southward to Intracoastal Waterway, north of Intracoastal Waterway eastward to the Atchafalaya River, east of the Atchafa...

	8. Area 8
	a. Portions of the following parishes are open:
	i. Allen(that portion east of LA 113 from the parish line to US 190, north of US 190 eastward to Kinder, west of US 165 northward to LA 10 at Oakdale and south of LA 10 from Oakdale westward to parish line;
	ii. Beauregard(that portion east of LA 113. Also that portion west of LA 27 from parish line northward to DeRidder, south of US 190 from DeRidder to Texas state line;
	iii. Calcasieu(that portion west of LA 27 from the parish line southward to Sulphur and north of I-10 from Sulphur to the Texas state line;
	iv. Vernon(that portion west of LA 113 from the parish line northward to Pitkin and south of LA 10 from Pitkin southward to the parish line.

	9. Area 9
	a. All of the following parishes are open: Ascension, Assumption, Jefferson, Lafourche, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Charles, St. James, St. John, Terrebonne.
	b. Portions of the following parishes are open:
	i. Iberia(east of US 90 and west of the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee and east of the East Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee;
	ii. Iberville( East of the East Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee and south of Upper Grand River to the Intracoastal Canal to Bayou Plaquemines, then south of Bayou Plaquemines to the Mississippi River;
	iii. Lafayette(south of I-10 and east of US 90;
	iv. Livingston(south of I-12;
	v. St. Martin( West of the Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee and South of I-10.  East of the East Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee and South of I-10;
	vi. St. Mary(east of US 90 from Iberia Parish line to the Wax Lake Outlet, east of Wax Lake Outlet southward to Intracoastal Waterway, north of Intracoastal Waterway eastward to the Atchafalaya River, east of the Atchafalaya River except for portion ...
	vii. St. Tammany(that portion south of I-12, west of LA 1077 to LA 22, south of LA 22 to Tchefuncte River, west of Tchefuncte River southward to Lake Pontchartrain;
	viii. Tangipahoa(south of I-12;
	c. Still hunting only in all or portions of the following parishes:
	i. Iberville(east of the Mississippi River;
	ii. Plaquemines(east of the Mississippi River;
	iii. St. Bernard(all of the parish shall be still hunting only except that portion of St. Bernard known as the spoil area between the MRGO on the east and Access Canal on the west, south of Bayou Bienvenue and north of Bayou la Loutre;
	iv. St. John(south of Pass Manchac from Lake Pontchartrain to US 51, east of US 51 from Pass Manchac to LA 638 (Frenier Beach Road). North of LA 638 from US 51 to Lake Pontchartrain, west of Lake Pontchartrain from LA 638 to Pass Manchac.

	10. Area 10
	a. All of Cameron and Vermillion Parishes are open.
	b. Portions of the following parishes are open:
	i. Acadia(south of I-10;
	ii. Calcasieu(south of I-10;
	iii. Iberia(west of US 90 and north of LA 14;
	iv. Jefferson Davis(south of I-10;
	v. Lafayette(south of I-10 and west of Hwy 90.


	G. WMA Regulations
	1. General
	a. The following rules and regulations concerning the management, protection and harvest of wildlife have been officially approved and adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission in accordance with the authority provided in Louisiana Revised Stat...
	b. Citizens are cautioned that by entering a WMA managed by the LDWF they may be subjecting themselves and/or their vehicles to game and/or license checks, inspections and searches.
	c. WMA seasons may be altered or closed anytime by the LDWF secretary in emergency situations (floods, fire or other critical circumstances).
	d. Hunters may enter the WMA no earlier than 4 a.m. unless otherwise specified. Hunters must check out and exit the WMA no later than two hours after sunset, or as otherwise specified.
	e. Lands within WMA boundaries will have the same seasons and regulations pertaining to baiting and use of dogs as the WMA within which the lands are enclosed; however, with respect to private lands enclosed within a WMA, the owner or lessee may elect...
	f. Dumping garbage or trash on WMAs is prohibited. Garbage and trash may be properly disposed of in designated locations if provided.
	g. Disorderly conduct or hunting under influence of alcoholic beverages, chemicals and other similar substances is prohibited.
	h. Damage to or removal of trees, shrubs, hard mast (including but not limited to acorns and pecans), wild plants, non-game wildlife (including reptiles and amphibians) or any species of butterflies, skippers or moths is prohibited without a permit fr...
	i. Burning of marshes is prohibited. Hunting actively burning marsh is prohibited.
	j. Nature Trails. Trails shall be limited to pedestrians only. No vehicles, ATVs, horses, mules, bicycles, etc. allowed. Removal of vegetation (standing or down) or other natural material prohibited.
	k. Deer seasons are for legal buck deer unless otherwise specified.
	l. Small game, when listed under the WMA regulations may include both resident game animals and game birds as well as migratory species of birds.
	m. Oysters may not be harvested from any WMA, except that oysters may be harvested from private oyster leases and state seed grounds located within a WMA, when authorized by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and upon approval by the Department of ...
	n. Free ranging livestock prohibited.

	2. Permits
	a. A WMA hunting permit is required for persons ages 18 through 59 to hunt on WMAs.
	b. Self-Clearing Permits. A self-clearing permit is required for all activities (hunting, fishing, hiking, bird watching, sightseeing, etc.) on WMAs unless otherwise specified. The self-clearing permit will consist of two portions: check in, check out...
	c. Persons using WMAs or other LDWF administered lands for any purpose must possess one of the following: a valid wild Louisiana stamp, a valid Louisiana fishing license, or a valid Louisiana hunting license. Persons younger than 16 or older than 60 y...

	3. Special Seasons
	a. Youth Deer Hunt. Youths 17 or younger only. Youths must be accompanied by an adult 18 years of age or older. Youths must possess a hunter safety certification or proof of successful completion of a hunter safety course. If the accompanying adult is...
	b. Youth Squirrel Hunt (on selected WMAs only). Only youths 17 or younger may hunt. Squirrel, rabbit, raccoon, hogs and opossum may be taken. No dogs allowed. All other seasons will remain open to other hunters. Youths must possess a hunter safety cer...
	c. Youth Mourning Dove Hunt. A youth mourning dove hunt will be conducted on specific WMAs and will follow the same regulations provided for youth deer hunts on the first or second weekend of the mourning dove season (Saturday and/or Sunday only). Con...
	d. Physically Challenged Season. An either-sex deer season will be held for hunters possessing a physically challenged hunter permit on WMAs during the dates specified under the individual WMA. Participants must possess a physically challenged hunter ...
	e. Turkey Lottery Hunts. Hunts restricted to those persons selected by lottery. Consult the regulations pamphlet for deadlines. All turkeys must be reported at self-clearing station. Contact region offices for more details. Consult separate turkey hun...
	f. Waterfowl Lottery Hunts. Hunts restricted to those persons selected by lottery. Consult the regulations pamphlet for deadline. Consult regulations pamphlet for individual WMA schedules or contact any Wildlife Division office for more details.
	g. Mourning Dove Lottery Hunts. Consult regulations pamphlet for individual WMA schedules or contact any Wildlife Division office for more details.
	h. Trapping. Consult annual trapping regulations for specific dates. All traps must be run daily. Traps with teeth are illegal. Hunter orange required when a deer gun season is in progress.
	i. Raccoon Hunting. A licensed hunter may take raccoon or opossum, one per person per day, during daylight hours only, during the open rabbit season on WMAs.
	Nighttime Experimental(all nighttime raccoon hunting where allowed is with dogs only. There is no bag limit. Self-clearing permit required.
	j. Sport Fishing. Sport fishing, crawfishing and frogging are allowed on WMAs when in compliance with current laws and regulations except as otherwise specified under individual WMA listings.
	k. Small Game Emphasis Areas. Specially designated areas on certain WMAs will allow small game hunting with dogs, confined to that specific area when the remainder of the WMA is restricted to still hunt only. Additionally, off season training of rabbi...

	4. Firearms
	a. Firearms having live ammunition in the chamber, magazine, cylinder or clip when attached to firearms and crossbows cocked in the ready position are not allowed in or on vehicles, boats under power, motorcycles, ATVs, UTVs, ATCs or in camping areas ...
	b. Firearms and bows and arrows are not allowed on WMAs during closed seasons except on designated shooting ranges or as permitted for trapping and except as allowed pursuant to R.S. 56:109(C) and R.S. 56:1691. Bows and broadhead arrows are not allowe...
	c. Encased or broken down firearms and any game harvested may be transported through the areas by the most direct route provided that no other route exists except as specified under WMA listing.
	d. Loaded firearms are not allowed near WMA check stations.
	e. The following cannot be carried onto any WMA except during modern and primitive firearm deer seasons and during special shotgun season for feral hogs on Atchafalaya Delta, Pass-a-Loutre, Pointe-aux-Chenes and Salvador WMAs (consult regulations pamp...
	1. Centerfire rifles.
	2.  Break-action and Bolt-Action handguns.
	3. Scoped handguns.
	4. Shotgun slugs or shot larger than BB lead or F steel.
	f. Target shooting and other forms of practice shooting are prohibited on WMAs except as otherwise specified.
	g. Discharging of firearms on or across, or hunting from designated roads, ATV/UTV trails, nature trails, hiking trails, and their rights-of-way is prohibited during the modern firearms and primitive firearms deer seasons.

	5. Methods of Taking Game
	a. Moving deer or hogs on a WMA with organized drives and standers, drivers or making use of noises or noise-making devices is prohibited.
	b. On WMAs the daily limit shall be one antlered deer and one antlerless deer (when legal) per day, not to exceed three antlered deer or four antlerless deer per season (all segments included) by all methods of take.
	c. Baiting, hunting over bait, or possession of bait is prohibited on all WMAs, EXCEPT bait may be kept in a vehicle traversing a WMA road or parked on a WMA road. Bait is defined as any substance used to attract game via ingestion.
	d. During mandatory deer check hunts, deer may not be skinned nor have any external body parts removed including but not limited to feet, legs, tail, head or ears before being checked out.
	e. Deer hunting on WMAs is restricted to still hunting only.
	f. Construction of and/or hunting from permanent tree stands or permanent blinds on WMAs is prohibited. Any permanent stand or permanent blind will be removed and destroyed. A permanent blind is any blind using non-natural materials or having a frame ...
	g. Physically Challenged Wheelchair Confined Deer and Waterfowl Hunting Areas: special deer and waterfowl hunting areas, blinds and stands identified with LDWF logos, have been established for physically challenged hunter permit (PCHP) wheelchair conf...
	h. Hunting from utility poles and structures, and oil and gas exploration facilities or platforms is prohibited.
	i. It is illegal to save or reserve hunting locations using permanent stands or blinds. Stands or blinds attached to trees with screws, nails, spikes, etc. are illegal.
	j. Tree climbing spurs, spikes or screw-in steps are prohibited.
	k. Unattended decoys will be confiscated and forfeited to the LDWF and disposed of by the LDWF. This action is necessary to prevent preemption of hunting space.
	l. Spot lighting (shining) from vehicles is prohibited on all WMAs.
	m. Horses and mules may be ridden on WMAs except where prohibited and except during gun seasons for deer and turkey. Riding is restricted to designated roads and trails depicted on WMA map, self-clearing permit is required. Organized trail rides prohi...
	n. All hunters (including archers and small game hunters) except waterfowl hunters and mourning dove hunters on WMAs must display 400 square inches of "hunter orange" and wear a “hunter orange” cap during open gun season for deer. Quail and woodcock h...
	o. Deer hunters hunting from concealed ground blinds must display a minimum of 400 square inches of “hunter orange” above or around their blinds which is visible from 360 degrees.
	p. Archery Season for Deer. The archery season on WMAs is the same as outside and is open for either-sex deer except as otherwise specified on individual WMAs. Archery season restricted on Atchafalaya Delta and closed on certain WMAs when special seas...
	q. Either-sex deer may be taken on WMAs at any time during archery season except when bucks only seasons are in progress on the respective WMAs. Archers must abide by bucks only regulations and other restrictions when such seasons are in progress.
	r. Primitive Firearms Season for Deer. Either-sex unless otherwise specified. See WMA deer schedule. Except youths 17 or younger may use any legal weapon during the primitive firearm season.

	6. Camping
	a. Camping on WMAs, including trailers, houseboats, recreational vehicles and tents, is allowed only in designated areas and for a period not to exceed 16 consecutive days, regardless if the camp is attended or unattended. At the end of the 16-day per...
	b. Houseboats are prohibited from overnight mooring within WMAs except on stream banks adjacent to LDWF-owned designated camping areas. Overnight mooring of vessels that provide lodging for hire are prohibited on WMAs. Houseboats shall not impede navi...
	c. Discharge of human waste onto lands or waters of any WMA is strictly prohibited by state and federal law. In the event public restroom facilities are not available at a WMA, the following is required. Anyone camping on a WMA in a camper, trailer, o...
	d. No refuse or garbage may be dumped from these boats.
	e. Firearms may not be kept loaded or discharged in a camping area unless otherwise specified.
	f. Campsites must be cleaned by occupants prior to leaving and all refuse placed in designated locations when provided or carried off by campers.
	g. Trash must be contained at all times while camping.
	h. Burning of trash is prohibited.
	i. Glass containers prohibited on campgrounds.
	j. Non-compliance with camping regulations will subject occupant to immediate expulsion and/or citation, including restitution for damages.
	k. Swimming is prohibited within 100 yards of boat launching ramps.

	7. Restricted Areas
	a. For your safety, all oil and gas production facilities (wells, pumping stations and storage facilities) are off limits.
	b. No unauthorized entry or unauthorized hunting in restricted areas, refuges, or limited use areas unless otherwise specified.

	8. Dogs. All use of dogs on WMAs, except for bird hunting and duck hunting, is experimental as required by law. Having or using dogs on any WMA is prohibited except for nighttime experimental raccoon hunting, squirrel hunting, rabbit hunting, bird hun...
	9. Vehicles
	a. An all-terrain vehicle is an off-road vehicle (not legal for highway use) with factory specifications not to exceed the following: weight-750 pounds, length-85", and width-48". ATV tires are restricted to those no larger than 26 x 12 with a maximum...
	b. Utility Type Vehicle (UTV, also Utility Terrain Vehicle)(any recreational motor vehicle other than an ATV, not legal for highway use, designed for and capable of travel over designated unpaved roads, traveling on four or more low-pressure tires, wi...
	c. Vehicles having wheels with a wheel-tire combination radius of 17 inches or more measured from the center of the hub and horizontal to ground are prohibited.
	d. The testing, racing, speeding or unusual maneuvering of any type of vehicle is prohibited within WMAs due to property damages resulting in high maintenance costs, disturbance of wildlife and destruction of forest reproduction.
	e. Tractor or implement tires with farm tread designs Rl, R2 and R4 known commonly as spade or lug grip types are prohibited on all vehicles.
	f. Airboats, aircraft, personal water craft, “mud crawling vessels” (commonly referred to as crawfish combines which use paddle wheels for locomotion) and hover craft are prohibited on all WMAs and refuges, EXCEPT type A personal water craft, model ye...
	g. Driving or parking vehicles on food or cover plots and strips is prohibited.
	h. Blocking the entrance to roads and trails is prohibited.
	i. Licensed motorized vehicles (LMVs) legal for highway use, including motorcycles, are restricted entirely to designated roads as indicated on WMA maps. UTVs are restricted to marked UTV trails only, except that those UTVs in which the manufacturer’s...
	j. Use of special ATV trails for physically challenged persons is restricted to ATV physically challenged permittees. Physically challenged ATV permittees are restricted to physically challenged ATV trails or other ATV trails only as indicated on WMA ...
	k. Entrances to ATV trails will be marked with peach colored paint. Entrances to physically challenged-only ATV trails will be marked with blue colored paint. Entrances to ATV trails that are open all year long will be marked with purple paint. The en...
	l. Roads and trails may be closed due to poor condition, construction or wet weather.
	m. ATVs, and motorcycles cannot be left overnight on WMAs except on designated camping areas. ATVs are prohibited from two hours after sunset to 4 a.m., except raccoon hunters may use ATVs during nighttime raccoon take seasons only. ATVs are prohibite...
	n. Caution. Many LDWF-maintained roadways on WMAs are unimproved and substandard. A maximum 20 mph speed limit is recommended for all land vehicles using these roads, unless specific signage otherwise allows or restricts.
	o. Hunters are allowed to retrieve their own downed deer and hogs with the aid of an ATV except on Thistlethwaite, Sherburne, Atchafalaya Delta, Pass-a-Loutre, Pointe-aux-Chenes, Salvador, Timken, Lake Bouef, and Biloxi WMAs under the following condit...
	i. no firearms or archery equipment is in possession of the retrieval party or on the ATV;
	ii. the retrieval party may consist of no more than one ATV and one helper;
	iii. ATVs may not be used to locate or search for wounded game or for any other purpose than retrieval of deer and hogs once they have been legally harvested and located;
	iv. UTV’s may not be used to retrieve downed deer or hogs.

	10. Commercial Activities
	a. Hunting Guides/Outfitters. No person or group may act as a hunting guide, outfitter or in any other capacity for which they are paid or promised to be paid directly or indirectly by any other individual or individuals for services rendered to any o...
	b. Except for licensed activities otherwise allowed by law, commercial activities are prohibited without a permit issued by the secretary of the LDWF.
	c. Commercial Fishing. Permits are required of all commercial fishermen using Grassy Lake, Pomme de Terre and Spring Bayou WMAs. Gill nets or trammel nets and the take or possession of grass carp are prohibited on Spring Bayou WMA. Drag seines (except...

	11. WMAs Basic Season Structure. For season dates, bag limits, shooting hours, special seasons and other information consult the annual regulations pamphlet for specific details.
	12. Resident Small Game (squirrel, rabbit, quail, mourning dove, woodcock, snipe, rail and gallinule). Same as outside except closed during modern firearm either-sex deer seasons on certain WMAs (see WMA schedule) and except non-toxic shot must be use...
	13. Waterfowl (ducks, geese and coots). Consult regulations pamphlet. Hunting after 2 p.m. prohibited on all WMAs except for Atchafalaya Delta, Attakapas, Biloxi, Lake Boeuf, Pass-a-Loutre, Pointe-aux-Chenes, and Salvador/Timken WMAs. Consult specific...
	14. Archery. Consult regulations pamphlet.
	15. Hogs. Feral hogs may be taken during any open hunting season on WMAs by properly licensed and/or permitted hunters using only guns or bow and arrow legal for specified seasons in progress, except take of hogs is prohibited during nighttime raccoon...
	16. Outlaw Quadrupeds and Birds. Consult regulations pamphlet. During hunting seasons specified on WMAs, except the turkey and spring squirrel seasons, take of outlaw quadrupeds and birds, with or without the use of electronic calls, is allowed by pro...
	17. WMAs Hunting Schedule and Regulations
	a. Alexander State Forest. From December through February all hunters must check daily with the Office of Forestry for scheduled burning activity. No hunting or other activity will be permitted in burn units the day of the burning. Call (318) 487-5172...
	b. Atchafalaya Delta. Water control structures are not to be tampered with or altered by anyone other than employees of LDWF. All-terrain vehicles, motorcycles, horses, and mules prohibited except as permitted for authorized WMA trappers. Mudboats or ...
	c. Bayou Macon. All night activities prohibited except as otherwise provided.
	d. Big Colewa Bayou. All nighttime activities prohibited.
	e. Big Lake. Use of nets, yoyos, and trotlines prohibited on Big and Chain Lakes.
	f. Biloxi. ATVs, UTVs, motorcycles, horses, and mules are prohibited. Mud boats or air-cooled propulsion vessels can only be powered by straight shaft “long tail” air-cooled mud motors that are 16 total horsepower or less on the WMA.  All other types ...
	g. Bodcau-towable watersports not allowed in Ivan Lake.  Nets and traps prohibited on Ivan Lake.
	h. Camp Beauregard. Daily military clearance required for all recreational users. Retriever training allowed on selected portions of the WMA. Contact the LDWF field office for specific details.
	i. Dewey W. Wills. Crawfish: 100 pounds per person per day.  Limited access area, no motorized vessels or vehicles allowed from November through January.
	j. Elbow Slough. Non-toxic shot (minimum size #6) only for all hunting. All motorized vehicles prohibited.
	k. Elm Hall. No ATVs or UTVs allowed.
	l. Fort Polk. Daily military clearance required to hunt or trap. New special regulations apply to ATV users.
	m. Grassy Lake. Commercial Fishing: Permitted except on Smith Bay, Red River Bay and Grassy Lake proper on Saturday and Sunday and during waterfowl season. Permits available from area supervisor at Spring Bayou headquarters or Opelousas field office. ...
	n. Joyce. Swamp walk: no loaded firearms or hunting allowed within 100 yards of walkways. Crawfish: 100 pounds per person per day.
	o. Lake Boeuf. Hunting allowed until 12 noon on all game, except deer may be hunted until one-half hour after sunset. All nighttime activities prohibited. All-terrain vehicles, motorcycles, horses, and mules are prohibited.
	p. Lake Ramsay. Foot traffic only(all vehicles restricted to parish roads.
	q. Manchac. Crabs: no crab traps allowed. Attended lift nets are allowed.
	s. Pass-a-Loutre. Commercial fishing: same as outside. Commercial mullet fishing open only in: South Pass, Pass-a-Loutre, North Pass, Southeast Pass, Northeast Pass, Dennis Pass, Johnson Pass, Loomis Pass, Cadro Pass, Wright Pass, Viveats Pass, Cognev...
	t. Pearl River. All roads closed 8 p.m. to 4 a.m. to all vehicles. Old Hwy. 11 will be closed when river gauge at Pearl River, Louisiana, reaches 16.5 feet. All hunting except waterfowl will be closed when the river stage at Pearl River reaches 16.5 f...
	u. Peason Ridge. Daily military clearance required to hunt or trap. Special federal regulations apply to ATV users.
	v. Pointe-aux-Chenes. Hunting until 12 noon on all game, except for mourning dove hunting and youth lottery deer hunt as specified in regulation pamphlet. Point Farm: gate will be open all weekends during month of February. No motorized vessels allowe...
	w. Pomme de Terre. Commercial Fishing: permitted Monday through Friday, except closed during duck season. Commercial fishing permits available from area supervisor, Opelousas field office or Spring Bayou headquarters. Sport fishing: same as outside ex...
	x. Richard K. Yancey. Recreational Crawfishing: west of the Mississippi River Levee March 15-July 31. 100 pounds per person per day. No traps or nets left overnight. No motorized watercraft allowed.
	y. Russell Sage. Transporting trash or garbage on WMA roads is prohibited. All nighttime activities prohibited except as otherwise provided. On Wham Brake, all nighttime activity prohibited during open waterfowl seasons. Internal combustion engines an...
	z. Sabine Island. Sabine Island boundaries are Sabine River on the west, Cut-Off Bayou on the north, and Old River and Big Bayou on the south and east.
	aa. Salvador/Timken. Hunting until 12 noon only for waterfowl. Recreational Fishing: Shrimp may be taken by the use of cast nets only. During the inside open shrimp season, 25 pounds per boat per day (heads on) maximum shall be permitted. Size count t...
	bb. Sandy Hollow. Bird Dog Training: consult regulation pamphlet. Wild birds only (use of pen-raised birds prohibited). Bird dog field trials: permit required from Hammond field office. Horseback riding: self-clearing permit required. Organized trail ...
	cc. Sherburne. Crawfishing: recreational crawfishing only. Crawfish harvest limited to 100 pounds per person per day. No traps or nets left overnight. No motorized watercraft allowed on farm complexes. Retriever training allowed on selected portions o...
	dd. Soda Lake. No motorized vehicles allowed. Bicycles allowed. All trapping and hunting prohibited except archery hunting for deer and falconry. Closed to fishing west of Twelve Mile Bayou from October 1-March 31.
	ee. Spring Bayou. Commercial Fishing: permitted Monday through Friday except slat traps and hoop nets permitted any day and except gill or trammel nets or the take or possession of grass carp are prohibited. Permits available from area supervisor or O...
	ff. Sonny J. C. Gilbert. Fishing restricted to rod and reel, and pole fishing only.  All other gear prohibited.
	gg. Tangipahoa Parish School Board. No horseback riding during gun season for deer or turkey. ATVs/UTVs are not allowed except as otherwise specified.
	hh. Thistlethwaite. All motorized vehicles restricted to improved roads only. All users must enter and leave through main gate only.
	ii. Tunica Hills. Camping limited to tents only in designated area.



	§113. General and WMA Turkey Hunting Regulations
	A. General Regulations. Only gobblers (male turkeys) may be taken. Taking of hen (female) turkeys, including bearded hens, is prohibited; still hunting only. Use of dogs, electronic calling devices and live decoys is illegal. Turkeys may be hunted wit...
	B. Tags
	1. Prior to hunting turkeys, all turkey hunters, regardless of age or license status, must obtain turkey tags and have them in their possession while turkey hunting. Immediately upon killing a turkey, hunters must attach a carcass tag to the turkey be...
	2. Turkey hunters purchasing licenses by phone or internet will be given an authorization number and a LDWF identification number that will serve as their license and tags until the physical license and tags arrive by mail. Turkey hunters who have pur...
	3. Tags removed from the turkey harvest report card prior to killing a turkey are no longer valid and if lost will not be replaced. Duplicate tags and turkey harvest report cards are available to replace lost report cards and attached tags. Hunters wi...

	C. Possession of Live Wild Turkeys. No person shall take live wild turkeys or their eggs from the wild. No person shall possess captive live wild turkeys, (Meleagris gallopavo silvestris, M.g. osceola, M.g. intermedia, M.g. merriami, M.g. mexicana) or...
	D. Statewide Youth and Physically Challenged Season Regulations. Only youths 17 years of age or younger or hunters possessing a physically challenged hunter permit with wheelchair classification may hunt. Youth must possess a hunter safety certificati...
	E. Shooting Hours—one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset.
	F. Turkey Hunting Area Descriptions
	1. Area A
	a. All of the following parishes are open:
	i. Beauregard;
	ii. Bienville;
	iii. Claiborne;
	iv. East Baton Rouge;
	v. East Feliciana;
	vi. Grant;
	vii. Jackson;
	viii. LaSalle;
	ix. Lincoln;
	x. Livingston;
	xi. Natchitoches;
	xii. Pointe Coupee;
	xiii. Rapides;
	xiv. Sabine;
	xv. St. Helena;
	xvi. Tangipahoa;
	xvii. Union;
	xviii. Vernon;
	xix. West Baton Rouge;
	xx. West Feliciana (including Raccourci Island);
	xxi. Winn.
	b. Portions of the following parishes are also open:
	i. Allen—north of US 190 east of Kinder, west of US 165 south of Kinder;
	ii. Avoyelles—that portion bounded on the east by the Atchafalaya River, on the north by Red River to the Brouillette Community, on the west by LA 452 from Brouillette to LA 1, on the south by LA 1, eastward to Hamburg, thence by the west Atchafalaya...
	iii. Calcasieu—north of I-10;
	iv. Caldwell—west of Ouachita River southward to Catahoula Parish line;
	v. Catahoula—south and west of the Ouachita River from the Caldwell Parish line southward to LA 8 at Harrisonburg, north and west of LA 8 from Harrisonburg to the LaSalle Parish line, also that portion lying east of LA 15;
	vi. Evangeline—north and west of LA 115, north of LA 106 west of LA 115 to US 167, west of US 167 south to LA 10, north of LA 10 west of US 167 to LA 13, west of LA 13 south of LA 10 to Mamou and north of LA 104 west of Mamou;
	vii. Franklin—that portion lying east of LA 17 and east of LA 15 from its juncture with LA 17 at Winnsboro;
	viii. Iberville—west of the Mississippi River;
	ix. Jefferson Davis—north of US 190 from junction with LA 26 to Kinder, west of US 165 and north of I-10 west from junction of US 165;
	x. Madison—that portion lying east of US 65 from East Carroll Parish line to US 80 and south of US 80. Also, all lands east of the main channel of the Mississippi River;
	xi. Morehouse—west of US 165 from the Arkansas line to the junction of LA 140 at Bonita, north and west of LA 140 to junction of LA 830-4 (Cooper Lake Road), west of LA 830-4 to US 165 at Bastrop, south of US 165 to junction of LA 3051 (Grabault Road...
	xii. Ouachita—all west of the Ouachita River. That portion east of the Ouachita River lying north of US 80;
	xiii. Richland—that portion south of US 80 and east of LA 17;
	xiv. St. Landry—that portion bounded on the west by the west Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee and on the east by the Atchafalaya River;
	xv. Upper St. Martin—all within the Atchafalaya Basin;
	xvi. Tensas—that portion west of US 65 from the Concordia Parish line to its juncture with LA 128, north of LA 128 to St. Joseph; west and north of LA 605, 604 and 3078 northward to Port Gibson Ferry; also all lands east of the main channel of the Mi...

	2. Area B
	a. All of the following parishes are open:
	i. Ascension;
	ii. Bossier;
	iii. DeSoto;
	iv. Red River;
	v. St. Tammany;
	vi. Washington;
	vii. Webster.
	b. Portions of the following parishes are open:
	i. Caddo—all except that portion north of I-20 from the Texas state line to I-220. west of I-220 to LA 1. west of LA 1 to Caddo Lake, south of Caddo Lake to the Texas state line;
	ii. East Carroll—east of US 65 from Arkansas state line to Madison Parish line;
	iii. Iberville—all east of the Mississippi River;
	Exception: see federal lands hunting schedule for Kisatchie National Forest dates.

	3. Area C
	a. All of the following parishes are open:
	i. Concordia.
	b. Portions of the following parishes are open:
	i. Caldwell—all east of the Ouachita River;
	ii. Catahoula—all of the parish except for that portion located in area A;
	iii. Franklin—west of LA 17 from the Richland Parish line southward to Winnsboro, west of LA 15 southward to the Catahoula Parish line;
	iv. Iberia—east of the west Atchafalaya Basin protection levee;
	v. Richland—west of LA 17 from Franklin Parish line to Ringle Road, south of Ringle Road to Ferguson Road, south of Ferguson Road to Little Road, south of Little Road to Big Creek, east of Big Creek to Franklin Parish line;
	vi. Tensas—east and south of US 65 from Concordia Parish line to LA 128, south of LA 128 to St. Joseph, east and south of LA 605, 604 and 3078 northward to Port Gibson Ferry.

	4. Turkey season dates on wildlife management areas, national wildlife refuges, Kisatchie National Forest and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers land located within areas A, B, and C may vary from the season set for the parish in which they are located. Sea...

	G. WMA Turkey Hunting Regulations
	1. WMAs with youth turkey hunts are closed to all activities except turkey hunting by authorized youth hunt participants, shooting range use, and fishing on the day(s) of the youth hunt.
	2. Self-Clearing Permits—all turkey hunts, including lottery hunts, are self-clearing. Hunters must check in daily by obtaining a permit from a self-clearing station prior to hunting. The self-clearing permit must be in the hunter’s possession while h...
	3. Lottery Hunts—all or portions of some WMA seasons are designated as lottery hunts and are restricted to hunters selected by pre-application lottery. To apply for these lottery hunts, a hunter must submit a completed official application form to the...
	4. WMA Physically Challenged Hunt (wheelchair confined)—open only to hunters with a physically challenged hunter permit with wheelchair classification. During this hunt, ATVs may be used by hunters on all designated ATV trails in accordance with the p...
	5. Rules Specific to Certain WMAs
	a. Sandy Hollow. No turkey hunting within 100 yards of food plots identified by two yellow paint rings around the nearest tree.
	b. Sherburne. All turkeys taken must be checked at the WMA headquarters.



	§115. Turkey Hunting Areas, Seasons, and Bag Limits
	A. Daily limit is one gobbler. Season limit is two gobblers. Turkeys taken on WMAs are part of the season bag limit. Only one turkey may be taken during spring WMA lottery hunts.
	B. Turkey season will open on the fourth Saturday in March. The area A turkey season will be 30 consecutive days in length, the area B turkey season will be 23 consecutive days in length, and the area C turkey season will be 16 consecutive days in len...
	C. Statewide youth turkey and physically challenged season on private lands shall be the weekend prior to the start of the regular turkey season.
	D. Only those wildlife management areas listed herein are open to turkey hunting. All other wildlife management areas are closed.
	E. 2017 Turkey Hunting Schedule
	F. Wildlife Management Area Turkey Hunting Schedule
	G. Wildlife Management Area Lottery Youth Hunts
	H. Non-Lottery WMA Youth Hunts
	1. Big Lake will be open March 18-19 (only youths may hunt).
	2. Bodcau WMA will be open March 18-19 and April 15-16 (only youths may hunt).
	3. Jackson-Bienville WMA will be open March 18-19 and  April 15-16 (only youths may hunt).

	I. Wildlife Management Area Physically Challenged (Wheelchair Confined) Hunt
	1. Jackson-Bienville WMA will be open April 17-23 to holders of valid physically challenged hunter (wheelchair classification) permits.

	J. Federal Lands Turkey Hunting Schedule
	1. Kisatchie National Forest (KNF) turkey hunting schedule: (youth only) March 18-19 on all Ranger Districts (except Vernon Unit lands within Ft. Polk-Vernon WMA) Caney Ranger District, March 25-April 9; all remaining KNF lands, March 25-April 16 (inc...
	2. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers turkey hunting schedule: Indian Bayou area, March 18-19 youth and physically challenged lottery only hunt, and lottery hunt only on March 25-26 and April 1-2, and open April 8-9. Old River Control and Lock Areas, March ...
	3. National wildlife refuges: Bayou Cocodrie NWR, March 18-19(youth only); Bogue Chitto NWR, March 25-April 16, March 18-19 (youth only); Lake Ophelia NWR, March 18 (youth lottery only), March 25-April 9 hunt ends at 12 p.m. each day; Tensas NWR, Marc...


	§117. Migratory Bird Seasons, Regulations, and Bag Limits
	A. Seasons and bag limits.
	B. Conservation Order for Light Geese Seasons and Bag Limits.
	C. Extended Falconry Seasons and Bag Limits.
	D. Dove Hunting Regulations
	1. Shooting hours one-half hour before sunrise to sunset except on opening day of the first split on Wildlife Management Areas and on fields leased through the LDWF experimental dove field leasing program, where hunting will be from 12:00 noon to suns...
	2. There is no bag limit on Eurasian Collared-doves or Ringed Turtle-doves provided that a fully feathered wing and head remain attached to the carcass of the bird.  Fully dressed Eurasian Collared-doves and Ringed Turtle doves (those without a fully ...
	3. The following boundary divides the dove season zones:  Beginning at the Texas-Louisiana order on LA Hwy. 12; thence east along LA Hwy 12 to its intersection with U.S. Hwy 190; thence east along U.S. Hwy 190 to its intersection with I-12; thence eas...

	E.   Snipe Hunting Regulations.  Shooting hours one-half hour before sunrise to sunset, except at the Spanish Lake Recreation Area in Iberia Parish where shooting hours, including the Conservation end at 2:00 pm.
	F.   Conservation Order for Light Geese.  Only Snow, Blue, and Ross’ geese may be taken under the terms of the Conservation Order.  Electronic calls and unplugged shotguns allowed.  No daily bag or possession limit.  Shooting hours one-half hour befor...
	G. Canada Goose Season Closure.  The Canada Goose Season will be open statewide except for a portion of southwest Louisiana described as follows:  Beginning at the Texas State Line, proceeding east along LA Hwy. 82 to the Calcasieu Ship Channel, then ...
	In accordance with Act #1183 of 1999 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding Notice of Intent....
	The proposed rulemaking will have no impact on poverty as described in R.S. 49:973.
	Interested persons may submit written comments relative to the proposed Rule until 4:30 p.m., Thursday, April 7, 2016 to Steve Smith, Wildlife Division, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, P.O. Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA, 70898-9000, or via email to...
	The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of Intent and the final Rule, including, but not limited to, the filing of...
	Interested persons may submit written comments relative to the proposed Rule until 4:30 p.m., Thurssday, April 7, 2016 to Steve Smith, Wildlife Division, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, P.O. Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA, 70898-9000, or via email t...
	The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of Intent and the final Rule, including, but not limited to, the filing of...
	Interested persons may submit written comments relative to the proposed Rule until 4:30 p.m., Thursday, April 7, 2016 to Steve Smith, Wildlife Division, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, P.O. Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA, 70898-9000, or via email to...
	The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of Intent and the final Rule, including, but not limited to, the filing of...
	15. Hogs. Feral hogs may be taken during any open hunting season on WMAs by properly licensed and/or permitted hunters using only guns or bow and arrow legal for specified seasons in progress, except take of hogs is prohibited during nighttime raccoon...





