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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
OF 

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
 

Thursday, October 3, 2013 
 

 
Chairman Ronny Graham presiding 
 
Pat Manuel 
Will Drost  
Stephen Sagrera 
Dan Davis  
Ann Taylor  
 
  
Secretary Barham was also present 
 
Chairman Graham called for a motion for approval of the September 5, 2013 Commission 
Minutes.  A motion for approval was made by Commissioner Drost and seconded by 
Commissioner Davis.  Chairman Graham called for a vote and the motion passed with no 
opposition. 
 
For the agenda item, Commission Special Announcements/Personal Privilege, there were 
none heard. 
 
Lt. Col. Joey Broussard stated, for the agenda item, To Hear Enforcement & Aviation 
Reports/September, the department’s planes flew a total of 70.2 aviation hours for the month. 
There were Seven (7) boating accidents reported with Five (5) injuries and Zero (0) Fatalities.  
There were 880 total cases for the month of September with 315 Written Warnings issued and 
30 Public Assistance. 
Two (2) news releases were discussed  
 
First, LDWF Law Enforcement Division will begin training cadets in December to bolster the 
ranks of agents in the field in 2014.  Interested applicants can apply online through the 
Department of Civil Service website     
 
The second News Release stemmed from a ceremony held on October 1 to honor those 
Enforcement Division agents who have died in the line of duty.  The ceremony took place beside 
the “Fallen Agents” statue that was erected outside of the LDWF HQ building in Baton Rouge 
earlier this year.   
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The next item, To Establish the Boyce Tract as A Wildlife Management Area and Include it 
in the Maurepas Swamp WMA, was handled by Mr. Thomas Bates.  Mr. Bates began by 
discussing that the Maurepas Swamp Wildlife Management Area was established by 
Proclamation of the Governor dated August 8, 2001. Mr. Bates continued by stating this 
property contains valuable wildlife habitat and the protection and proper management of which 
is critical to the State’s conservation and wildlife management efforts.  By an Act of Donation, 
the Department acquired title to a certain tract of land referred to as the “Boyce Tract” which 
comprises of 4,960 acres, more or less situated in Ascension and St James Parishes.  The Act 
of Donation was accepted on July 22, 2013.  
It is the recommendation of the Secretary of the Department that in order to enhance wildlife 
habitat and provide for public use and recreational opportunities, on these 4,960 acres of lands 
including water bottoms, that they be selected and established as a wildlife management area 
and included in the Maurepas Swamp Wildlife Management Area.  
 
There were no questions or comments heard.   A motion for approval was made by 
Commissioner Manuel and seconded by Commissioner Drost.  Chairman Graham called for a 
vote and the Resolution passed with no opposition. 
 
 

(The full text of this Resolution is made a part of 
the record) 
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RESOLUTION 
 

Adding Certain Acquired Property to the  
  Maurepas Swamp Wildlife Management Area   

 
Adopted by the  

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
___________________ 

 
WHEREAS, the Maurepas Swamp Wildlife Management Area was established by Proclamation of 

the Governor, dated August 8, 2001, 
 
WHEREAS,  by Act of Donation, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and the Wildlife and 

Fisheries Commission have acquired title to a certain tract of land referred to as the “Boyce 
Tract” which comprises of 4,960 acres, more or less situated in Ascension and St. James 
Parishes, Louisiana. The Act of Donation was accepted on July 22, 2013 and is filed in the 
Clerk of Court’s records in both Ascension and St. James Parishes, State of Louisiana, on 
August 22, 2013 and indexed in Ascension Parish as Instrument # 00833297 and in St 
James Parish as file #161036, Book 462 Page 145. 

 
WHEREAS,  this property contains valuable wildlife habitat and the protection and proper management 

of which is critical to the State’s conservation and wildlife management efforts, 
 
WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries that 

in order to enhance wildlife habitat in the state and provide for public use and recreational 
opportunities on these 4,960 acres of lands, including water bottoms, that they be selected 
and established as a wildlife management area and included in the Maurepas Swamp 
Wildlife Management Area established by resolution of this Commission on August 8, 
2001.  

 
WHEREAS, it is the further recommendation of the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission confirm and reaffirm that all state 
owned lands, including water bottoms, located within the property description of the 
Maurepas Swamp Wildlife Management Area, described in the resolution of this 
Commission dated March 7, 2013 were previously selected and affirmed and re-affirmed 
as the Maurepas Swamp Wildlife Management Area. 

 
WHEREAS, it is the further recommendation of the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission select all State owned lands, 
including water bottoms, located within the 4,690 acre property acquired on July 22, 2013, 
and all adjacent state owned water bottoms, be established as a wildlife management area 
and included in the Maurepas Swamp Wildlife Management Area. 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, in accordance with the 
laws of the State of Louisiana, particularly Title 56, Section 109 and Section 781 et seq. of 

 

 



 

the Revised Statutes of 1954, does hereby confirm and reaffirm the selection and 
establishment of the Maurepas Swamp Wildlife Management Area, and select all land, 
including water bottoms, acquired on July 22, 2013.  including adjacent lands and water 
bottoms owned by the state, and establish such lands, including water bottoms, as a 
wildlife management area to be added to and included in the Maurepas Swamp Wildlife 
Management Area, so that all land including water bottoms described in Attachment A 
hereto, and identified on the attached map, (Exhibit B), including water bottoms, are 
included in the Maurepas Swamp Wildlife Management Area. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this property shall be used exclusively for wildlife management 

purposes, and as such, is perpetually dedicated to the protection, conservation, and 
management of fish and wildlife and their habitat, and such public recreation, including, 
but not limited to, hunting, fishing, and trapping, which is consistent with these purposes. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission authorizes the Secretary of 

the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, on behalf of the Commission, to take all actions 
necessary in furtherance of this resolution. 

 
 
 
__________________________                               ___________________________ 
 
Ronald “Ronnie” Graham, Chairman   Robert J, Barham, Secretary 
Wildlife and Fisheries     Department of Wildlife and 
Commission      Fisheries 
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EXHIBIT A 
 
A certain tract of land located within St. James and Ascension Parishes, Louisiana comprising 4,960 acres 
more or less, generally described as follows: 
 
Township 10 South, Range 4 East, Ascension Parish, Louisiana: 

 
That portion of Section 17 located south and west of the right-of-way of U.S. 
Highway 61 (Airline Highway);  
 
That portion of Section 18 located south and west of the right-of-way of U.S. 
Highway 61; 
 
Section 19 less and except that part thereof expropriated for the right-of-way of 
Interstate Highway 10, more particularly described as Parcel No. 4-1 in that one 
certain Order of Expropriation, dated August 1, 1968, rendered in those proceedings 
entitled “State of Louisiana, Through The Department of Highways vs. Sorrento 
Dome Land Corporation, et al,” No. 15,116 on the docket of the 23rd Judicial 
District Court in and for Ascension Parish, Louisiana, recorded on August 1, 1968 
under Instrument No. 95745, at Conveyance Book 210, Folio 813 of the Official 
Records of Ascension Parish, Louisiana (the “Order of Expropriation”); 
 
That portion of Section 20 located south and west of the right-of-way of U.S. 
Highway 61, less and except therefrom that part of Section 20 expropriated for the 
right-of-way for Interstate Highway 10, more particularly described as Parcel No. 4-
1 in the Order of Expropriation;    
 
That portion of Section 21 located south and west of the right-of-way of U.S. 
Highway 61, less and except that part of Section 21 expropriated for the right-of-
way of Interstate Highway 10, more particularly described as Parcel 4-1 in the 
Order of Expropriation and further, less and except such part of Parcels No. 9-1-1, 
9-1-2 and 9-1-3 that lie south and west of the right-of-way of U.S. Highway 61, as 
described in that further Order of Expropriation, dated August 1, 1968, rendered in 
these proceedings entitled “State of Louisiana, Through the Department of 
Highways vs. Sorrento Dome Land Corporation, et al, No. 15,115, on the docket of 
the 23rd JDC in and for Ascension Parish, Louisiana, recorded on August 1, 1968, 
under Instrument No. 95743, at Conveyance Book 210, Folio 795, of the Official 
Records of Ascension Parish, Louisiana.     
That portion of the West Half (W/2) of the West Half (W/2) of Section 27 lying 
south and west of the right-of-way of U.S. Highway 61, less and except therefrom 
that portion of the West Half (W/2) of the West Half of Section 27 previously 
conveyed by Donor to the State of Louisiana, Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
(“LDWF”) and The Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Commission (“LWFC”) by 
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virtue of that Act of Donation, dated January 7, 8, 9 and 10, 2008, and recorded on 
January 11, 2008 under Instrument #00687679 of the Official Records of Ascension 
Parish, Louisiana, and recorded on January 11, 2008, under File #140301, at 
Conveyance Book 421, Page 254 of the Official Records of St. James Parish, 
Louisiana (hereinafter the “Act of Donation”);   
 
That portion of Section 28, lying south and west of the right-of-way of U.S. 
Highway 61 less and except: (a) that portion of Section 28 previously conveyed by 
Donor to the LDWF and the LWFC by the Act of Donation; and (b) that tract 
consisting of two (2) acres, more or less, previously conveyed by Donor to PF.Net 
Property Corp., by virtue of an Act of Warranty Deed, dated October 31, 2000, and 
recorded on November 6, 2000 at Instrument #475008 of the Official Records of 
Ascension Parish, Louisiana;  
 
Section 29; 
 
Section 30; 
 
Lots 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8 and 9 of Section 31;  
 
Lots 1, 3, and 4 of Section 32, less and except that portion thereof previously 
conveyed by Donor to the LDWF and the LWFC by the Act of Donation;  
 

Township 10 South, Range 4 East, St. James Parish, Louisiana: 
 
Lots 4 and 5 of Section 31; and  
 
Lots 2, 5 and 6 of Section 32, less and except that portion thereof previously 
conveyed by Donor to the LDWF and the LWFC by the Act of Donation; and 
 

Township 11 South Range 4 East, St. James Parish, Louisiana: 
West Half (W/2) of Section 46 
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EXHIBIT B 
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Chairman Graham announced the next item, To Establish the Gewalt Tract as a Wildlife 
Management Area and include it in the Sandy Hollow WMA, to be handled by Thomas 
Bates.  Mr. Bates began by stating the Sandy Hollow Wildlife Management Area (WMA) was 
established by Proclamation of the Governor, dated October 1, 1986.  Also, the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries and the WLF Commission have acquired title to a 480.31 acre tract of 
land situated in Tangipahoa Parish formerly known as the Gewalt Tract.   
 
It is the recommendation of the Secretary of the Department that in order to enhance wildlife 
habitat and provide for public use and recreational opportunities, on these 480 acres of lands 
including water bottoms, that they be selected and established as a wildlife management area 
and included in the Sandy Hollow Wildlife Management Area.  
 
There were no questions or comments heard.   A motion for approval was made by 
Commissioner Davis and seconded by Commissioner Drost.  Chairman Graham called for a 
vote and the motion passed with no opposition. 
 
 

(The full text of this Proclamation is made a part 
of the record) 
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RESOLUTION 

Adding Certain Acquired Property to  

 Sandy Hollow Wildlife Management Area  

Adopted by the  

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

WHEREAS,  the Sandy Hollow Wildlife Management Area was established by Proclamation of 
the Governor, dated October 1, 1986, 

 
WHEREAS, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission have 

acquired title to a certain tract of land comprising of 480.31 acres, more or less, situated in 
Tangipahoa Parish, Louisiana, formerl  known as the “Gewalt Tract”.  y

 

WHEREAS,  this  property  contains  valuable  wildlife  habitat,  the  protection  and  proper 
management of which is critical to the State’s conservation and wildlife management 
efforts? 

WHEREAS,  it is the recommendation of the Secretary of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries that in order to enhance wildlife habitat in the state and provide for public 
use  and  recreational opportunities on  these  lands,  including water bottoms  located 
within  the  boundaries  of  the Wildlife Management  Area,  that  they  remain  selected 
and established as a wildlife management area and included within the Sandy Hollow 
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Wildlife Management Area.   

WHERES,  it  is the further recommendation of the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission confirm the selection 
of lands described hereinabove and reaffirm all state owned lands and leased lands, 
including water bottoms,  located within the property description and boundaries of 
the  Sandy  Hollow  Wildlife  Management  Area,  as  more  particularly  described  in 
Exhibit  “A”  and  Exhibit  “B”  which  are  attached  herewith  and  made  a  part  hereof; 

Wildlife Management Area. 

WHEREAS,  pursuant to LSA‐R.S. 56:109(A) and R.S. 56:781, et seq.,  it  is the recommendation of 
the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries that the Louisiana Wildlife 
and  Fisheries  Commission  select  certain  unclaimed  state  lands,  including  water 
bottoms, situated in Tangipahoa Parish, Louisiana and adjacent to the Sandy Hollow 
Wildlife  Management  Area,  which  are  more  particularly  depicted  in  Exhibit  “B”, 
attached hereto and made a part hereof, and all adjacent state owned water bottoms, 
to be established as a wildlife management area, and  included  in  the Sandy Hollow 

 



 

being  the same  lands described  in  the Gubernatorial Proclamation dated October 1, 
1986 

THEREFORE  BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, in accordance with the 
laws of  the State of Louisiana, particularly Title 56,  Section 109 and Section 781 et 
seq. of the Revised Statutes of 1954, does hereby confirm and reaffirm the selection 
and establishment of  the state owned lands of the former Gewalt tract as described in 
Exhibits “A” and “B”, comprised of 480.31 acres, and select all lands, including water 
bottoms, including adjacent lands and water bottoms owned by the state, and leased 
lands,  and establish  such  lands,  including water bottoms,  as a wildlife management 
area  to  be  added  to  the  Sandy  Hollow Wildlife  Management  Area,  so  that  all  land 
including water bottoms located within the said boundaries described in Exhibit “A” 
and  identified  Exhibit  “B”,  are  included  in  the  Sandy  Hollow Wildlife  Management 
Area. 

BE  IT  FURTHER RESOLVED,  that  this  property  shall  be  used  exclusively  for wildlifemanagement 
purposes, and as such, is perpetually dedicated to the protection, conservation and management of 
fish and wildlife and their habitat, and such public recreation, including, but not limited to, hunting, 
fishing, and trapping, which is consistent with these purposes. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission authorizes the  

Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, on behalf of the Commission, to 
take all actions necessary in furtherance of this resolution. 

 

 

 

 

                         

Ronald “Ronnie” Graham, Chairman    Robert J, Barham, Secretary 

Louisiana Wildlife and        Louisiana Department of  

isheries Commission        Wildlife and Fisheries F
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EXHIBIT A 

 

A CERTAIN PIECE OR PORTION OF GROUND, together with all improvements thereon and all rights, 
ways,  means,  privileges,  servitudes,  prescriptions  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging  or  in 
anywise appertaining, situated in Tangipahoa Parish, Louisiana, and being more fully described as 
follows:  

FORMER GEWALT PROPERTY, LOCATED IN SECTION 12, T3S­R8E, SECTIONS 6, 7, 8, T3S­R9E 

480.31 acres 
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EXHIBIT B 
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Chairman Graham announced the next item, Request to Change LWFC Protocol to Introduce 
Hunting Season Rules and Regulations NOIs in January of Each Year, to be presented by Mr. 
Kenny Ribbeck.  Mr. Ribbeck stated that beginning in December - the Staff will make an oral 
presentation to Commission relative to changes contained in the proposed Notice of Intent (NOI) for 
Season Dates (SD) and General/WMA (G/WMA) hunting regulations.  The Commission will take the 
Department’s comments under advisement, but there will be no motions or formal action. Public 
comments will be accepted 
 

January – Staff will present its recommended NOI for SD and G/WMA hunting regulations Commission 
acts upon the NOI at this meeting 

Commission members may propose changes to the recommended NOI.  Such proposed changes shall 
be made by motion, second and vote.  Any such changes shall be incorporated into the NOI, which shall 
be published accordingly, in the January Register after approval by the Commission. Public comments 
will be accepted 

February – Commission members may consider and propose amendments to the NOI.  Any proposed 
amendments shall be by motion, second and vote, and if approved, shall be deemed to be conditionally 
adopted, subject to public comment and further deliberation. 

Public comments shall be accepted on all conditionally adopted amendments, as well as on the NOI.  
Conditionally adopted amendments shall require a second vote at the April meeting, and shall be 
considered for approval or disapproval only in their latest version and without modification. (Statewide 
public hearings take place this month as well; dates would be February 24 – March 1.) 

March – Commission members may propose amendments to the NOI.  Any proposed amendments shall 
be by motion, second and vote, and if approved, shall be deemed to be conditionally adopted, subject to 
public comment and further deliberation. 

Public comments shall be accepted on all conditionally adopted amendments, as well as on the NOI.  
Conditionally adopted amendments shall require a second vote at the April meeting, and shall be 
considered for approval or disapproval only in their latest version and without modification. Last meeting 
at which new amendments to NOI will be conditionally adopted 

April – No further amendments to NOI will be offered or considered – either from Commission members, 
staff, or as a result of public comment.  The only deliberation from this point on is regarding the NOI 
adopted in January and the amendments to the NOI which were conditionally adopted in February and 
March. Public comments accepted, but the public will be advised that from this point on in the process, 
the Commission will be deliberating only the above. The Commission makes final decision on the NOI 
and all previous conditionally adopted amendments at this meeting.  No changes will be considered or 
adopted after this meeting unless directed by oversight.   
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Commission votes on amendments to NOI conditionally adopted in February and March.  Staff will 
compile a numbered list of all such amendments in the order they were adopted. Each amendment 
requires another motion, second and votes this month in order to be included in the package going to 
Oversight.  The amendments conditionally adopted may be considered individually.  Each amendment 
will be voted on up or down but only in the form in which it was conditionally adopted, and without 

 



 

modification. After all amendments have been considered and voted on, the Chair will entertain a motion 
to adopt the NOI as amended -or without amendments - as the case may be.    Any amendments to the 
January NOI which are finally adopted at this meeting are sent to Oversight immediately following this 
meeting.  (This should be no later than April 10th.) 

May – No Action by Commission.  No public comment 

If Oversight makes no changes, the Secretary will proceed to finalize the Rule without further action or 
re-visitation by Commission 

June – Final Rule ratified as approved by Oversight, but only in the event that Oversight mandates 
changes.  If no changes, Secretary will finalize the final rule prior to the June meeting, and this item WILL 
NOT be on Commission Agenda.  

Thus, the regulations will go to the printer sometime during the period June 10-20. 

This protocol shall be varied only in the event that there is a biological need that is recognized by 
Department staff, and there are recommendations made by Department staff as a result thereof. 

There were no questions or comments heard.   A motion for approval was made by Commissioner 
Sagrera and seconded by Commissioner Davis.  Chairman Graham called for a vote and the motion 
passed with no opposition. 
 
 
 
Chairman Graham announced the next item, To Consider the 2014 General and WMA Turkey 
Hunting Regulations and Wild Turkey Season; Consideration of Amendment to Hunting Dates on 
Clear Creek WMA and Consideration of Amended Notice of Intent to be presented by Mr. Kenny 
Ribbeck.   Mr. Ribbeck stated that this NOI received no public comments of substantial nature to report 
on.  
 
There were no questions or comments heard.   A motion for approval was made by Commissioner Drost 
and seconded by Commissioner Manuel.  Chairman Graham called for a vote and the motion passed 
with no opposition. 
 
 
 

(The full text of this Notice of Intent is made a part of 
the record) 
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NOTICE OF INTENT 
 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

 
 The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice of 

its intent to amend the turkey rules and regulations for the 2014 

season. 

Title 76 

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part XIX.  Hunting and WMA Regulations 

Chapter 1.  Resident Game Hunting Season 

§113.  General and WMA Turkey Hunting Regulations 

Pa
ge
19
 

 A. General Regulations.  Only gobblers (male turkeys) may be 

taken.  Taking of hen (female) turkeys, including bearded hens,is 

prohibited.  Still hunting only.  Use of dogs, electronic calling 

devices and live decoys is illegal.  Turkeys may be hunted with 

shotguns, including muzzleloading shotguns, using shot not larger than 

#2 lead or BB steel shot, and approved archery equipment but by no 

other means.  Shooting turkeys from a moving or stationary vehicle is 

prohibited.  Shotguns capable of holding more than three shells 

prohibited.  The running of coyote with dogs is prohibited in all 

turkey hunting areas during the open turkey season.  No person shall 

hunt, trap or take turkeys by the aid of baiting or on or over any 

baited area.  Baiting means placing, exposing, depositing or 

 



 

scattering of corn (shelled, shucked or unshucked), wheat or other 

grain, salt, or other feed so as to constitute a lure, attraction or 

enticement to, on or over any areas where hunters are attempting to 

take turkeys.  A baited area is any area where corn (shelled, shucked 

or unshucked), wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed capable of 

luring, attracting or enticing turkeys is directly or indirectly 

placed, exposed, deposited, distributed or scattered.  Such areas 

remain baited areas for 15 days following complete removal of all such 

corn, wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed.  Wildlife agents are 

authorized to close such baited areas and to place signs in the 

immediate vicinity designating closed zones and dates of closures.  No 

person hunting turkeys more than 200 yards from a baited area will be 

in violation of the turkey baiting regulation. 

 B. Tags. 

  1. Prior to hunting turkeys, all turkey hunters, 

regardless of age or license status, must obtain turkey tags and have 

them in their possession while turkey hunting.  Immediately upon 

killing a turkey, hunters must attach a carcass tag to the turkey 

before it is moved from the site of the kill and must document the 

kill on the turkey harvest report card.  The date of kill and parish 

of kill must be recorded on the carcass tag.  The tag must remain 

attached to the turkey while kept at camp or while it is transported 

to the domicile of the hunter or to a cold storage facility.  Hunters 

who keep the carcass or meat at a camp must also comply with game 
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possession tag regulations.  Within seven days of the kill, the hunter 

must report the kill.  Hunters may report turkeys by calling the 

validation phone number or using the validation web site. 

  2. Turkey hunters purchasing licenses by phone or internet 

will be given an authorization number and a LDWF identification number 

that will serve as their license and tags until the physical license 

and tags arrive by mail.  Turkey hunters who have purchased a license 

with tags, but have not yet received their physical license and tags, 

must immediately tag their kill with a possession tag before moving it 

from the site of the kill.  The authorization number and LDWF 

identification number must be recorded on the possession tag.  Hunters 

must retain documentation of any turkeys killed and upon receiving 

their physical tags and harvest report card, validate their kill as 

required in these regulations.  The tags for turkeys killed prior to 

receiving the physical tags must be removed from the turkey harvest 

report card and discarded. 

  3. Tags removed from the turkey harvest report card prior 

to killing a turkey are no longer valid and if lost will not be 

replaced.  Duplicate tags and turkey harvest report cards are 

available to replace lost report cards and attached tags.  Hunters 

will be charged a fee for duplicate turkey harvest report cards and 

tags.  Hunters that have killed a turkey prior to losing their 

remaining tag and harvest report card must remove and discard the 

duplicate tag to account for the original tag that was used and 
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validated.  Hunters must record any previously validated turkey on the 

duplicate turkey harvest report card. 

 C. Possession of Live Wild Turkeys.  No person shall take live 

wild turkeys or their eggs from the wild.  No person shall possess 

captive live wild turkeys, (Meleagris gallopavo silvestris, M. g. 

osceola, M. g. intermedia, M. g. merriami, M. g. mexicana) or their 

eggs, regardless of origin, without a valid game breeder license.  No 

pen raised turkeys from within or without the state shall be liberated 

(released) within the state. 
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 D. Statewide Youth and Physically Challenged Season 

Regulations.  Only youths 17 years of age or younger or hunters 

possessing a Physically Challenged Hunter Permit with wheelchair 

classification may hunt.  Youth must possess a hunter safety 

certification or proof of successful completion of a hunter safety 

course.   Youths must be accompanied by one adult 18 years of age or 

older.  If the accompanying adult is in possession of hunter safety 

certification, a valid hunting license or proof of successful 

completion of a hunter safety course, this requirement is waived for 

youth younger than 16 years of age.  Adults accompanying youth may not 

possess a firearm or bow.  Youths may possess only one firearm or bow 

while hunting. The supervising adult shall maintain visual and voice 

contact with the youth at all times.  EXCEPT properly licensed youths 

16-17 years old and youths 12 years old or older who have successfully 

completed a hunter safety course may hunt without a supervising adult.  

 



 

Only one gobbler per day may be taken and any gobbler taken by the 

hunter during this special season counts towards their season bag 

limit of 2.   

 E. Shooting hours: one-half hour before sunrise to one-half 

hour after sunset. 

 F. Turkey Hunting Area Descriptions 

  1. Area A  

   a. All of the following parishes are open: 

    i. Beauregard; 

    ii. Bienville; 

    iii. Claiborne (Exception: See Federal Lands 

Hunting Schedule for Kisatchie National Forest dates); 

    iv. East Baton Rouge; 

    v. East Feliciana; 

    vi. Grant (Exception: See Federal Lands Hunting 

Schedule for Kisatchie National Forest dates); 

    vii. Jackson; 

 viii. LaSalle; 

 ix. Lincoln; 

    x. Livingston; 

    xi. Natchitoches (Exception: See Federal Lands 

Hunting Schedule for Kisatchie National Forest dates); 
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    xii. Pointe Coupee (Exception: See Sherburne WMA 

for special season dates on all state, federal, and private lands 

 



 

within Sherburne boundaries);                                 

 xiii. Rapides (Exception: See Federal Lands Hunting Schedule for 

Kisatchie National Forest dates); 

    xiv. Sabine; 

    v. St. Helena; 

    xvi. Tangipahoa; 

    xvii. Union; 

    xviii. Vernon (Exception: See Federal Lands 

Hunting Schedule for Kisatchie National Forest dates); 

    xvix. West Baton Rouge; 

    xx. West Feliciana (including Raccourci Island); 

    xxi. Winn (Exception: See Federal Lands Hunting 

Schedule for Kisatchie National Forest dates); 

   b. Portions of the following parishes are also open: 

    i. Allen:  North of LA 104, west of LA 26 south 

of junction of LA 104 to US 190, north of US 190 east of Kinder, west 

of US 165 south of Kinder; 

    ii. Avoyelles:  That portion bounded on the east 

by the Atchafalaya River, on the north by Red River to the Brouillette 

Community, on the west by LA 452 from Brouillette to LA 1, on the 

south by LA 1, eastward to Hamburg, thence by the West Atchafalaya 

Basin Protection levee southward; 
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    iii. Calcasieu:  North of I-10;  

 



 

    iv. Caldwell:  West of Ouachita River southward 

to Catahoula Parish line; 

    v. Catahoula:  South and west of the Ouachita 

River from the Caldwell Parish line southward to LA 8 at Harrisonburg, 

north and west of LA 8 from Harrisonburg to the LaSalle Parish line.  

ALSO that portion lying east of LA 15; 

    vi. Evangeline:  North and west of LA 115, north 

of LA 106 west of LA 115 to US 167, west of US 167 south to LA 10, 

north of LA 10 west of US 167 to LA 13, west of LA 13 south of LA 10 

to Mamou and north of LA 104 west of Mamou; 

    vii. Franklin:  That portion lying east of LA 17 

and east of LA 15 from its juncture with LA 17 at Winnsboro; 

    viii. Iberville:  West of the Mississippi River.  

(EXCEPTION: see Sherburne WMA for special season dates on all state, 

federal and private lands within Sherburne boundaries); 

    ix. Jefferson Davis: North of US 190 from 

junction with LA 26 to Kinder, west of US 165 and north of I-10 west 

from junction of US 165; 

    x. Madison:  That portion lying east of US 65 

from East Carroll Parish line to US 80 and south of US 80.  Also, all 

lands east of the main channel of the Mississippi River; 
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    xi. Morehouse: West of US 165 from the Arkansas 

line to the junction of LA 140 at Bonita, north and west of LA 140 to 

junction of LA 830-4 (Cooper Lake Road), west of LA 830-4 to US 165 at 

 



 

Bastrop, south of US 165 to junction of LA 3051 (Grabault Road) south 

of LA 3051 to junction of LA 138, west of LA 138 to junction of LA 

134, north of LA 134 to the Ouachita Parish line; 

    xii. Ouachita:  All west of the Ouachita River.  

That portion east of the Ouachita River lying north of US 80 to LA 

139, west of LA 139 to LA 134, north of LA 134 to the Morehouse parish 

line, south of the Morehouse parish line, and east of the Ouachita 

River. 

    xiii. Richland:  That portion south of US 80 and 

east of LA 17; 

    xiv. St. Landry:  That portion bounded on the west 

by the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee and on the east by the 

Atchafalaya River.  EXCEPTION: the Indian Bayou Area, see Federal 

Lands Hunting Schedule for Indian Bayou Area dates; 

    xv. Upper St. Martin:  All within the Atchafalaya 

Basin.  EXCEPTIONS: Sherburne WMA and Indian Bayou Area, see WMA 

Turkey Hunting Schedule for special season dates on all state, federal 

and private lands within Sherburne WMA boundaries and see Federal 

Lands Hunting Schedule for Indian Bayou dates; 

    xvi. Tensas:  That portion west of US 65 from the 

Concordia Parish line to its juncture with LA 128, north of LA 128 to 

St. Joseph; west and north of LA 605, 604 and 3078 northward to Port 

Gibson Ferry.  Also all lands east of the main channel of the 

Mississippi River; 
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  2. Area B 

   a. All of the following parishes are open: 

    i. Ascension; 

     

    ii. DeSoto; 

    iii. Red River; 

    iv. St. Tammany; 

    v. Washington. 

   b. Portions of the following parishes are open: 

    i.  Bossier:  All open except that portion bounded 

on the north by I-20, on the west by LA 164, on the south by LA 164, 

and on the east by the Webster Parish Line; 

                    ii.  Caddo:  All except that portion north of I-20 

from the Texas state line to I-220.  West of I-220 to LA 1.  West of 

LA 1 to Caddo Lake.  South of Caddo Lake to the Texas state line;  

    ii. East Carroll:  East of US 65 from Arkansas 

state line to Madison Parish line; 

    iii. Iberville:  All east of the Mississippi 

River; 
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    iv.  Webster: All open except that portion bounded 

on the north by I-20, on the east by U.S. 371, on the south by LA 164, 

and on the west by the Bossier Parish line (Exception: See Federal 

Lands Hunting Schedule for Kisatchie National Forest dates); 

  3. Area C  

 



 

   a. All of the following parishes are open: 

    i. Concordia; 

   b. Portions of the following parishes are open: 

    i. Caldwell: All east of the Ouachita River; 

    ii. Catahoula:  All of the parish EXCEPT for that 

portion located in Area A; 

    iii. Franklin:  West of LA 17 from the Richland 

Parish line southward to Winnsboro, west of LA 15 southward to the 

Catahoula Parish line; 

    iv. Iberia:  East of the West Atchafalaya Basin 

Protection Levee. 

    v. Richland:  West of LA 17 from Franklin Parish 

line to Ringle Road, south of Ringle Road to Ferguson Road, south of 

Ferguson Road to Little Road, south of Little Road to Big Creek, east 

of Big Creek to Franklin Parish line; 

    vi. Tensas:  East and south of US 65 from 

Concordia Parish line to LA 128, south of LA 128 to St. Joseph, east 

and south of LA 605, 604 and 3078 northward to Port Gibson Ferry. 
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  4. Turkey season dates on Wildlife Management Areas, 

National Wildlife Refuges, Kisatchie National Forest and U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers land located within Areas A, B, and C may vary from 

the season set for the parish in which they are located. Seasons for 

these lands are specified in LAC 76:XIX.115.  

 G. WMA Turkey Hunting Regulations 

 



 

  1. WMAs with youth turkey hunts are closed to all 

activities except turkey hunting by authorized youth hunt 

participants, shooting range use, and fishing on the day(s) of the 

youth hunt.   

  2. Self-Clearing Permits: All turkey hunts, including 

lottery hunts, are self-clearing.  Hunters must check in daily by 

obtaining a permit from a self-clearing station prior to hunting.  The 

self-clearing permit must be in the hunter’s possession while hunting.  

Upon completion of each days hunt, the hunter must check out by 

completing and depositing the hunter report portion of the permit in 

the check-out box at a self-clearing station before exiting the WMA. 
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  3. Lottery Hunts:  All or portions of some WMA seasons are 

designated as lottery hunts and are restricted to hunters selected by 

pre-application lottery.  To apply for these lottery hunts, a hunter 

must submit a completed official application form to the Baton Rouge 

office by the deadline printed on the application.  A non-refundable 

fee of $5 must be sent with each application.  Applicants for WMA 

youth hunts must be 17 years of age or younger and at least 8 years 

old on the day of the hunt.  Applicants may submit only one 

application and may be selected for only one spring WMA Turkey Lottery 

Hunt annually. Except, youths may also apply for the regular WMA 

turkey lottery.  Submitting more than one application per lottery type 

will result in disqualification.  Hunters must abide by self-clearing 

permit requirements.  Hunters chosen for WMA lottery hunts may be 

 



 

accompanied by one person.  The person accompanying a lottery hunter 

shall not possess a firearm/bow or take a turkey, and must remain 

within a distance that allows normal voice contact with the lottery 

hunter at all times.  Youths chosen for special youth only hunts may 

be assigned a guide on the day of the hunt provided that guides are 

available.  One person may accompany the youth and guide, but may not 

hunt.   

  4. WMA Physically Challenged Hunt (Wheelchair Confined): 

Open only to hunters with a Physically Challenged Hunter Permit with 

wheelchair classification.  During this hunt, ATVs may be used by 

hunters on all designated ATV trails in accordance with the Physically 

Challenged Hunter Permit.  Hunters must abide by self-clearing permit 

requirements. 

  5. Rules Specific to Certain WMAs: 

   a. Sandy Hollow: No turkey hunting within 100 yards 

of food plots identified by two yellow paint rings around the nearest 

tree. 

   b. Sherburne: All turkeys taken must be checked at 

the WMA headquarters.  

 AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115. 
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 HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 25:2263 (November 

1999), amended LR 26:2634 (November 2000), LR 27:2270 (December 2001), 

LR 28:2375 (November 2002), LR 29:2512 (November 2003), LR 30:2874 

 



 

(December 2004), LR 31:3167 (December 2005), LR 32:2272 (December 

2006), LR 33:2469 (November 2007), LR 35:91 (January 2009), LR 35:2478 

(November 2009), LR 36:2581 (November 2010), LR 37:3535 (December 

2011), LR 38:2941 (November 2012). 

 The proposed rulemaking will have no impact on poverty as 

described in R.S. 49:973. 

 The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 

authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 

Commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of Intent and the 

final Rule, including, but not limited to, the filing of the fiscal 

and economic impact statement, the filing of the Notice of Intent and 

final Rule and the preparation of reports and correspondence to other 

agencies of government. 

 Interested persons may submit written comments on the proposed 

rule to Mr. Kenneth Ribbeck, Wildlife Division, Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA, 70898-9000 no later than 

4:30 p.m., September 5, 2013. 

 In accordance with Act #1183 of 1999 regular session of the 

Louisiana Legislature, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby issues its Family Impact 

Statement in connection with the preceding Notice of Intent: This 

Notice of Intent will have no impact on the six criteria set out at 

R.S. 49:972(B). 
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NOTICE OF INTENT 

 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

 
 The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice of 

its intent to amend the turkey dates and limits for the 2014 season. 

Title 76 

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part XIX.  Hunting and WMA Regulations 

Chapter 1.  Resident Game Hunting Season 

§115.  Turkey Hunting Areas, Seasons, and Bag Limits 

 A. Daily limit is one gobbler.  Season limit is two gobblers.  

Turkeys taken on WMAs are part of the season bag limit.  Only one 

turkey may be taken during spring WMA lottery hunts. 

 B. Turkey season will open on the fourth Saturday in March.  

The Area A turkey season will be 30 consecutive days in length, the 

Area B turkey season will be 23 consecutive days in length, and the 

Area C turkey season will be 16 consecutive days in length.  Wildlife 

Management Areas, National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, and 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers land may vary from this framework.  

Deviation from this framework may occur in those years when the fourth 

Saturday in March falls the day before Easter. 

 C. Statewide Youth Turkey and Physically Challenged Season on 

private lands shall be the weekend prior to the start of the regular 

turkey season.  
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 D. Only those Wildlife Management Areas listed herein are open 

to turkey hunting.  All other Wildlife Management Areas are closed. 

 E. 2014 Turkey Hunting Schedule 
 

AREA SEASON DATES 
A March 22 - April  20 
B March 22 - April  13 
C March 22 - April  6 

Private Lands Youth and 
Physically Challenged 
Hunter (Wheelchair 

Confined) Hunt 

March 15-16 

 
 F. Wildlife Management Area Turkey Hunting Schedule 
 

WMA Non-Lottery Hunt Dates Lottery Hunt Dates 
Attakapas March 22 – March 30 None 
Bayou Macon None April 12 - 13 
Big Lake March 22 - April 6 None 
Bodcau March 22 - April 6 None 
Boeuf March 22 – March 30 None 
Clear Creek 
 

March 31 – April 20 March 22 - 23 
March 29 – 30 

Camp 
Beauregard 

March 22 – March 30 None 

Dewey Wills None March 22 - 23 
 
March 29 - 30 
 

Fort Polk-
Vernon 

March 22 – April 20 None 

Grassy Lake March 22 – March 30 None 
Hutchinson 
Creek 

March 22 – April 20 None 

Jackson- 
Bienville 

March 22 – April 6 None 

Lake Ramsey March 22 – April 6 None 
Little 
River 

March 22 – April 6 None 

Loggy Bayou None April 11 - 13 
Peason 
Ridge 

March 22 – April 20 None 

Pomme de April 16 – April 20 None Pa
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Terre 
Richard K. 
Yancey 

March 22 – April 6 None 

Sabine None March 28 - 30 
April 11 - 13 

Sandy 
Hollow 

March 22 – April 6 None 

Sherburne March 24 - 26 March 22 - 23 
 

Sicily 
Island 

None March 22 - 24 
March 25 - 27 
March 28 –  30 
March 31   – April 2 
April  3 - 6  

Tangipahoa 
Parish 
School Board 

March 22 – April 20 None 

   –    
Tunica 
Hills  
South 
Tract 

April 7 - 13 March 22 - 23 
March 29 – March 30 
April 5 - 6 

Tunica 
Hills 
North 
Tract 

April 7 - 13 March 22 - 23 
March 29 – March 30 
April  5 - 6 

Union March 31 – April 6 March 29 - 30 
 

Walnut 
Hills 

March 22 – April 20 None 

West Bay None March 22 - 23 
March 29 – March 30 
April  5 - 6 

 
 G. Wildlife Management Area  Lottery Youth Hunts 
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WMA/Ranger District Lottery Youth 
Hunt Date 

Big Lake March 15 
Bodcau March 15 - 16 
Clear Creek March 15 
Fort Polk-Vernon/Peason 
Ridge  

March 15 

Grassy Lake March 15 
Jackson-Bienville March 15 - 16 
Loggy Bayou April  5 - 6 
Pearl River April 5 

 
Pomme de Terre April 5 
Sherburne March 15 
Sicily Island March 15 
Spring Bayou April 5 
Tunica Hills March 15 
Union March 15 - 16 
West Bay March 15 
  

 

 
 

 H. Non-lottery WMA youth hunts 

  1. Bodcau WMA will be open April 12-13 (only youths may 

hunt). 

  2. Jackson-Bienville WMA will be open April 12-13 (only 

youths may hunt). 

 I. Wildlife Management Area Physically Challenged (Wheelchair 

Confined) Hunt 

  1. Jackson-Bienville WMA will be open April 14 - 20 to 

holders of valid physically challenged hunter (wheelchair 

classification) permits. 

 J. Federal Lands Turkey Hunting Schedule 

  1. Kisatchie National Forest (KNF) turkey hunting 

schedule: (Youth only) March 15 – 16 on Caney, Calcasieu (except 

Vernon Unit lands within Ft. Polk-Vernon WMA) and Kisatchie Ranger 
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Districts, (youth only) March 15 on Catahoula and Winn Ranger 

Districts. Caney Ranger District, March 22 - April 6; all remaining 

KNF lands, March 22 - April 13 (including Catahoula and Red Dirt 

National Wildlife Management Preserves).  

  2. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers turkey hunting schedule: 

Indian Bayou Area, March 15-16 youth and physically challenged lottery 

only hunt, and lottery hunt only on March 22-23 and March 29-March 30. 

Old River Control and Lock Areas, March 22 - April 6. 

  3. National Wildlife Refuges: Bogue Chitto NWR, March 22 - 

April 13, March 15 – 16 (youth only); Lake Ophelia NWR, March 15 

(youth lottery only), March 22 - April 6 hunt ends at 12 p.m. each 

day; Tensas NWR, March 15-16 (youth only), March 22 - April 6; Upper 

Ouachita NWR, March 15 (youth lottery only).  

 AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115. 

 HISTORICAL NOTE:  Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 25:2264 (November 

1999), amended LR 26:2634 (November 2000), LR 27:2270 (December 2001), 

LR 28:2376 (November 2002), LR 29:2513 (November 2003), LR 30:2875 

(December 2004), LR 31:3167 (December 2005), LR 32:2272 (December 

2006), LR 33:2470 (November 2007), LR 35:90 (January 2009), LR 35:2481 

(November 2009), LR 36:2583 (November 2010), LR 37:3541 (December 

2011), LR 38:2944 (November 2012). 
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 The proposed rulemaking will have no impact on poverty as 

described in R.S. 49:973. 

 



 

 The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 

authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 

Commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of Intent and the 

final Rule, including, but not limited to, the filing of the fiscal 

and economic impact statement, the filing of the Notice of Intent and 

final Rule and the preparation of reports and correspondence to other 

agencies of government. 

 Interested persons may submit written comments on the proposed 

rule to Mr. Kenneth Ribbeck, Wildlife Division, Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA, 70898-9000 no later than 

4:30 p.m., September 5, 2013. 

 In accordance with Act #1183 of the 1999 regular session of the 

Louisiana Legislature, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby issues its Family Impact 

Statement in connection with the preceding Notice of Intent: This 

Notice of Intent will have no impact on the six criteria set out at 

R.S. 49:972(B). 

      Ronald Graham 

      Chairman 
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Chairman Graham announced the next item, Shikar Safari Club International Wildlife Officer Of the 
Year Award. 
Shikar-Safari Club International presented their Officer of the Year Award for Louisiana to LDWF Sgt. 
Lance Devillier of Lawtell.  The Shikar-Safari award recognizes an agent from each state for outstanding 
efforts in conservation law enforcement. Devillier has been an LDWF agent for seven years and was 
recently promoted to sergeant and mainly patrols St. Landry, Pointe Coupee, West Baton Rouge and 
Lafayette parishes. Devillier also received the LDWF Enforcement Division’s “2013 Agent of the Year” 
award.  Devillier teaches boating safety classes and is one of the leading agents in making driving or 
operating a vessel or vehicle while under the influence cases. 
  
 
Chairman Graham announced the next item, To Consider Notice of Intent to Amend the Natural and 
Scenic River Systems Rules and Regulations to be presented by Mr. Kyle Balkum and Brian Alford. 
Mr. Balkum began with a PowerPoint presentation 
 
§105. Regulations may apply to activities more than 100 feet from designated system streams that have 

potential to significantly impact the ecological integrity of a system stream. 
§117. Permit Application:  Eliminates 6 copies and allows documents larger than 8½” x 14” to be 

submitted digitally. 
§117. The administrator shall make a permit decision 30 days after the end of the comment period. 
§117. Appeals of Final Permit Denials in the Nineteenth Judicial District Court.  
§115. Prohibited Activities will include “any use requiring a permit where a permit has not been obtained” 
 
 
Parties wishing to moor houseboats/floating camp on a Scenic River shall have a permit or letter of 
certification from the Health Unit (Department of Health and Hospitals) verifying that it has an approved 
sewerage disposal system on board.  This is currently the same requirement for houseboats located on 
our WMAs 
 

Eliminates permitting of houseboats or floating camps on system streams if: 

a) the houseboat or floating camp is moored to a legally permitted piling, pier or bulkhead or moored to 
trees with the written permission of the owner of the trees. 

And 

b) houseboat or floating camp has an approved sewerage disposal system on board.  
 
 
 

Motor Vehicle Use in Scenic Streams 
Prohibits Recreational Trail Riding In Stream Beds 

Allows for: 
(a) permitted uses (Commercial, agricultural, others after receiving permit from LDWF) 
(b) crossings by immediately adjacent landowners (and lessees and others who have written permission 

from the landowner) to access adjoining tracts of land for noncommercial activities (in a manner 
that does not directly and significantly degrade the ecological integrity of the Stream) 
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Proposed changes aimed at conserving and protecting the ecological integrity of Scenic Rivers.  
“b)” is an exemption that allows landowners to make direct crossings of Scenic Rivers 
 

 



 

LWF has over 8,500 members comprised of recreational users, professional biologists, educators, 
conservation groups, and individual members. 
Other groups providing written support for prohibiting ORVs in Scenic Rivers: 

1. Orleans Audubon Society 
2. Delta Chapter of the Sierra Club 

Numerous adjacent landowners 
 
LWF has over 8,500 members comprised of recreational users, professional biologists, educators, 
conservation groups, and individual members. 
Other groups providing written support for prohibiting ORVs in Scenic Rivers: 

1. Orleans Audubon Society 
2. Delta Chapter of the Sierra Club 
3. Numerous adjacent landowners  

  
LCAFS consists of over 250 professional, including fisheries researchers, managers, administrators, 
educators, students and other interested individuals 
 
Tread Lightly! Partners include ATV manufacturers, conservation groups, recreational user groups. 
Clubs in 36 states 
 
Impacts of operating off-road vehicles within streams: 

 Increased turbidity 
 Uprooting of aquatic plants 
 Stream bank and stream bed erosion 
 Decline in invertebrate populations 
 Affect reptile and amphibian populations that are dependent on and concentrate in areas 

adjacent to waterbodies.  Disturb turtle nest sites and amphibian egg masses. 
 Stirred up sediment may suffocate fish eggs and invertebrates that fish depend on for food 
 Tires can crush juvenile fish, freshwater mussels, invertebrates and eggs 
 Substantial noise and human disturbance displaces wildlife 
 Vehicles driving through water may leak oil, gas, grease and other pollutants 
 Increased litter almost always accompanies ATV use 

 
 
Mr Brian Alford, a Biologist with the Fisheries Division spoke next.  Mr Alford started with a PowerPoint slide 
depicting where he and a team of Biologist collected ecological and habitat data at different collection points on the 
Comite River.   
 
 

(The full text of the Powerpoint Presentation is made a 
part of the record) 
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Commissioner Graham asked if anyone had any comments.  Because there was such a large number of 
persons requesting to speak, Chairman Graham stated that speakers would be limited to Two (2) 
Minutes each 
 
 
The following list represents those persons that filled out a Comment Card in response to Agenda Item 
#10 and checked a Box of Either “In Favor of” or “Not In Favor Of”  
 
In Favor of the Proposal: 
 
Emile Carlson    Eleisha Carlson   Richard Carlson Jr. 
Richard Carlson Sr.   Bobby Kleinpeter   Crystal Kleinpeter 
Holly Robertson   Josh Kleinpeter   Laural Robertson 
Anna Harp    Gerry Davis    Bobbie Jo Smith 
Bill Berry    Joe L. Herring    Lynette Kleinpeter 
Robert Kleinpeter   Rebecca Triche   Cherree Carlson 
Haywood Martin   Charles Williams   Joel Lindsey 
John Day    Debra Pearson    Lady Lawton Pierson 
Gary Norwood   Robin Krumholt   Katherine King 
Greg Michiels    Marilyn Marsh   Chaille Percy 
Melinda Michiels   William Heirtzler   Larry Beauchamp 
Randy Lanctot    Wesley Forman Jr.   Van Wade-Day 
Paul Templet    Clyde Day    Frank Cartledge 
Jami Donley    Todd Gardner     John Edwards 
Janice Crawford   Alice Normand   Jeff Gardner 
Todd Kelley    Johnny Lapenas   Joyce Lapenas 
Randall Bordelon   Donald Kelley    Lynn Kelley 
Barney Callahan   Henry Bernard    Corey Grimsley 
James Harvey    James Jackson    Penni Cartledge 
Shawn Nottingham   Rhonda Curry Nottingham  Mary Lindsey 
Property owner (no name) 
 
 
Against the Proposal: 
 
James Hayes    Betty Rush    Beth Gordon 
Chad Fleniken    Tonya Vickers    Jimmy Vickers 
Nicole Fleniken   Scott Hutchinson   Simon Bonura 
Corey Altazin    Steven Fontenot   Carroll Gunter 
Dirk Soileau    Philip Lemonler   Larry Williamson Jr. 
Phillip Chamberlian   Kevin Carmichael   Shayh Romero 
Jacob Brown    Ronald Pourciau   Ronnie Mayers 
Stacie Evans    Ricky Schober    Doug Barton 
James Evans    Brenda Hayes    Bobbi Baudouin 
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Belinda Bordelon   Mike Paxton    Charles Paperburg Jr. 
Danny Spencer   Kayla Kimmel    Sara McCleary 
Cameron Thompson   Sandra Schober 

 



 

 
 
Commissioner Sagrera asked, “If the Commission accepts the notice today, how many days would it take 
to enact.  Fred Whitrock provided the answer of 120 days.   
 
Commissioner Manuel asked if there was a standard number of days  
Fred Whitrock stated there was no standard 
 
Commissioner Taylor asked if it would prohibit the use within the stream bed 
Fred Whitrock answered yes 
 
Commissioner Davis stated the Commission is all for recreation, but believes in the Constitution  
 
A motion for approval was made by Commissioner Drost and seconded by Commissioner Manuel.  
Chairman Graham called for a vote and the motion passed with no opposition. 
 
 
 

(The full text of this Notice of Intent is made a part of 
the record) 
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NOTICE OF INTENT 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

Natural and Scenic Rivers Regulations (LAC 76:IX.105 et seq.) 

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby advertises its intent to adopt the following 

changes to regulations for the Natural and Scenic Rivers System.  

Title 76 

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part IX. Natural and Scenic River Systems 

Chapter 1.  Administration of the Natural and Scenic Rivers and 
 
Historic and Scenic Rivers 

 
     
§105. Applicability of These Regulations 
 
A. These regulations shall apply to all uses proposed to be undertaken on the stream or on adjacent lands 

within 100 feet of a designated system stream by any "person" whether or not concurrence, authorization, 

or matching funding is provided by any state agency, local governing authority, political subdivision, or 

special district of the State of Louisiana, unless restriction of those uses are exempted from regulations 

pursuant to the provisions of R.S. 56:1852(B).  These regulations shall further apply to all activities more 

than 100 feet from designated system streams that have potential to significantly impact the ecological 

integrity of a system stream. 

 
§115. Prohibited Activities 

A. The following uses of a system river, and all uses functionally related thereto, shall be absolutely 

prohibited: 
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1. channelization; 

2. clearing and snagging; 

3. channel realignment; 

4. reservoir construction; and  

5. commercial cutting or harvesting of trees or timber in violation of the provisions of R.S. 

56:1854.; 

6. use of a motor vehicle or other wheeled or tracked vehicle on a designated system stream, 

except for (a) permitted uses, and; (b) direct crossings by immediately adjacent landowners, 

lessees, or other persons who have written permission from the landowner to access adjoining 

tracts of land, for noncommercial activities in a manner that does not directly and significantly 

degrade the ecological integrity of the stream.  Written permission must be in the person’s 

possession and include the landowner’s contact information; and 

7. any use requiring a permit where a permit has not been obtained. 

 
§117. Permitted Activities 
 
A. All activities that may detrimentally affect or significantly degrade the wilderness quality, aesthetic 

values, or the ecological integrity of a system river shall be subject to a permit except: 

1. those prohibited uses set forth in §115 of these regulations; 

2. normal activities of private landowners within the boundaries of their property as provided by 

R.S. 56:1852(B); and 

3. harvesting of trees in accordance with R.S. 56:1854, provided that prior notification of any 

commercial harvesting of trees shall be given to the Louisiana Office of Forestry. 
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B. Activities requiring permits shall include, but not be limited to, the following activities: 

1. crossings by roads, bridges, railroads, pipelines or utilities; 

 



 

2. sharing of land and airspace by such roads, 

railroads, pipelines and utilities; 

3. point source discharge of any pollutant (prior to any person applying to the Department of 

Environmental Quality for a permit to discharge any pollutant into a system river, the person shall 

give written notice to the administrator); 

4. prospecting, drilling and mining for nonrenewable natural resources; 

5. structures and buildings of any kind or size; 

6. piers, boat slips, bulkheads and landings; 

7. commercial uses, activities and access; 

8. commercial signs or other forms of outdoor advertising that are visible from the waters within a 

natural and scenic river;  

9. water withdrawals, except for withdrawals made by an individual, adjacent property owner 

solely for residential purposes; 

10. mooring of houseboats or floating camps on system streams except: 

a) when the houseboat or floating camp is moored to a legally permitted piling, pier or 

bulkhead or moored to trees using connections that do not damage the trees and with the 

written permission of the owner of the trees. Written permission must be physically on the 

houseboat or floating camp and include the owner’s contact information; and 
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b) houseboats moored on a System Stream shall have a permit or letter of certification 

from the Health Unit (Department of Health and Hospitals) of the parish within which the 

System Stream is located verifying that it has an approved sewerage disposal system on 

board. Furthermore, all occupants of houseboats and floating camps when on a System 

Stream must utilize an approved sewerage disposal system. 

 



 

C. Application. The administrator shall provide an application form to any person wishing to apply for a 

permit. Any person who proposes to make any permitted use of a system river, shall submit one complete 

original application to the administrator. Any documents larger than 8½” x 14” must be submitted 

digitally in a department approved digital format. The application shall contain: 

1. name, address and telephone numbers of the applicant; 

2. names and addresses of adjoining property owners whose property also adjoins the waterway; 

3. background information on the proposed use; 

4. a detailed description of the proposed use; 

5. full description of any portion of the project which is under development or is completed; 

6. photographs and maps of the area where the uses would be made; 

7. full and thorough evaluation of the use's effect on the criteria listed in Subsection F, below; 

8. any alternatives to the proposed action; 

9. description of steps taken to minimize detrimental effects to the system river, and measures 

taken to ensure preservation of the system; 

10. identification of all authorizing local, state, and Federal agencies and all permits applied for or 

obtained from such agency; and 

11. description of any noncompliance by applicant, adjudicated within Louisiana, regarding the 

Louisiana Scenic Rivers Act, the United States Wild and Scenic River Act, and all regulations and 

ordinances pertaining to these 

acts. 
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I. Time Period for Review of the Application. The administrator shall make a decision whether to grant or 

deny the permit within 30 days after the adjournment of the hearing or the end of the written comment 

period, whichever is latest. 

 



 

 
R. Appeals of Final Decision. Any person who is denied a permit by the department may institute legal 

proceedings against the department in the Nineteenth Judicial District Court. 

 
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:1844, 56:1849, 56:1852 and 56:1854. 
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission, LR 2:456 (December 1976), amended by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Office 
of the Secretary, LR 17:682 (July 1991). 
 

The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all necessary 
steps on behalf of the commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of Intent and the final Rule, 
including, but not limited to, the filing of the Fiscal and Economic Impact Statement, the filing of the 
Notice of Intent and final Rule and the preparation of reports and correspondence to other agencies of 
government. 

 
Family Impact Statement 

In accordance with Act 1183 of the 1999 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature, the Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby issues its Family Impact Statement 
in connection with the preceding Notice of Intent. This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the six 
criteria set out in R.S. 49:972(B). 

Poverty Impact Statement 

The proposed rulemaking will have no impact on poverty as described in R.S. 49:973. 

Public Comments 

Interested persons may submit written comments of the amended Rule to: Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries, Attn: Keith Cascio, Scenic Rivers Coordinator, P.O. Box 98000, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana 70898-9000 no later than 4:30 p.m., December 20, 2013. 

 

Ronald Graham 
Chairman 
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Chairman Graham announced the next item, Set March 2014 Meeting Date   
A discussion took place and the meeting is set for February 6, 2014. A motion for approval was 
made by Commissioner Manuel and seconded by Commissioner Davis.  Chairman Graham 
called for a vote and the motion passed with no opposition. 
 
Chairman Graham announced the next item, To Hear Public Comments,  
 
Mr Harry Cook, a resident of Union Parish in North Louisiana is concerned that the Commission 
and WLF has put North Louisiana on the “back burner” when it comes to issues of land, game 
management and other public land 
Kenny Ribbeck, stated that WMA Management would be covered in the November Commission 
Meeting 
Commissioner Graham suggested that Mr Cook write a paper and submit to the Commission to 
educate them on the issues  
Secretary Barham addressed Mr Cook  and mentioned that just recently WLF secured the 
Bussey Brake WMA, Wam Brake WMA and Ben Lilly WMA all in North Louisiana and that both 
he and Assistant Secretary Anthony were both from North Louisiana and North Louisiana would 
never be forgotten  
 
Joe Macalouso with The Louisiana Outdoor Writers Association spoke next and stated that a 
StingRay caught broke the Stae record at 174 pounds, however three weeks later, a 185 pound 
Stingray was caught. Also, a new Tarpon record of 228 pounds was established as a Yellowfin 
Tuna caught was in the Top 10 biggest Yellowfin caught in Louisiana  
 
There were no other comments heard 
  
A motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Drost and seconded by Commissioner Manuel.  
Chairman Graham called for a vote and the motion passed with no opposition. 
 
 
There being no further business, Chairman Graham Adjourned the meeting 
 
 
 
_____________________ 

Ronny Graham, Chairman 


