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MINUTES OF THE MEETING

OF

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

Thursday, April 3, 2003

Chairman Terry Denmon presiding.

Bill Busbice 
Lee Felterman 
Tom Kelly 
Henry Mouton 
Wayne Sagrera

Secretary James H . Jenkins, Jr. was also present.

Commissioner Jerry Stone was absent from the meeting.

Chairman Denmon called for a motion for approval of the March 
6, 2003 Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was made by 
Commissioner Busbice and seconded by Commissioner Felterman. The 
motion passed with no opposition.

Then the Chairman called for a motion for approval of the 
March 10, 2003 Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was made 
by Commissioner Sagrera and seconded by Commissioner Kelly. The 
motion passed with no opposition.

No Commission Special Announcements were made at this meeting.
Notice of Intent - Alligator Regulations; Consideration of 

Modification began with Mr. Noel Kinler bringing the Commission up- 
to-date on the Notice of Intent. At the December meeting, the 
Commission passed, a Notice of Intent that changed the sliding scale 
release length to allow for a maximum of 54 inch farm-raised 
animals to be released; it also stated that no animal over 54 
inches would be allowed to be released; and it changed the closing 
date for the release season from August 25 to August 15. . The
reasons for these changes were again presented by Mr. Kinler. The 
Department has become concerned with the continuing decrease in 
grade quality of skins especially from those farm-raised alligators 
released into the wild. Some 59,000 skins over a four year period 
were studied to look at changes in grade trends. Also studied were 
the components in the release program. Between 30,000-40,000 farm- 
raised alligators are released each year with their average length 
being 50.3 inches. In 1998, there was an increase in the numbers
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of animals released over 54 inches and an even larger number over 
60 inches. About 9 percent of the releases in 2002 were over 60 
inches. At this time, 7 to 10 percent of the wild harvest is 
comprised of farm-raised alligators. From 1998-2001, the skins 
were studied and it was found that skin grades for all harvested 
animals decreased, but the skin grades for the farm-raised 
decreased more. When studying the size of animals at release and 
their grades at recapture, it was discovered that the smaller the 
animal is at release, the better quality it is at recapture.. A 
high percentage of the grade 3 skins were from animals released at 
55 inches or greater and only 26 percent of those _released at 60 
inches or better were grade 1. The outcome of this study was what 
resulted in the Notice of Intent asking for a reduction in the size 
release to 54 inches.

Commissioner Sagrera stated in the spirit of compromise, he 
met with staff and agreed to amend the Notice of Intent. The 
amendment reads as follows: "Each alligator shall be a minimum of 
36 inches and a maximum of 54 inches in total length except that a 
10 percent overage of animals between 54 inches and 60 inches total 
length will be allowed to be released. Credit will not be given 
for inches above 54 inches. No alligators over 60 inches will be 
accepted for release. The actual number of alligators to be 
released as part of the 10 percent overage will be calculated for 
each alligator egg collection permit and will be based on the 
number of alligators required to be returned at the return rate of 
14 percent at 48 inches. The return sex ratio should contain at 
least 50 percent female." Chairman Denmon asked if the Department 
had a comment on the proposed amendment. Mr. Kinler stated after 
discussing this amendment, staff went back and looked at what 
effect a percent overage would have on the projected grade 
improvement. For every 1 percent overage, the percentage grade 
improvement would change by 4.3 percent only if every farmer uses 
the 10 percent to its fullest. Since only a few farmers would use 
this overage, the amendment will not change the improvement by what 
was initially estimated, it would probably be substantially lower. 
Mr. Kinler then stated the Department would support the amendment. 
Chairman Denmon asked Commissioner Sagrera if it was his intent to 
amend the Notice of Intent to that which he stated? Commissioner 
Sagrera answered yes, and made a motion to amend the Notice of 
Intent as already stated. Commissioner Kelly seconded the motion. 
Chairman Denmon then asked for public comments.

Mr. Mark Shirley, representing the Louisiana Alligator Farmers 
and Ranchers Association, read from a statement for the record. 
All of the farmers are opposed to reducing the size limit from the 
current regulations. A number of cost factors and the timing of 
the release for a 54 inch alligator were listed as reasons not to
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support the proposal. The Farmers felt the size and quality of the 
released alligators should be addressed between the farmers and the 
landowners. Landowners are satisfied with the current regulations 
and insist that the proper number of alligators are released to 
insure continued egg production and to have a healthy wild 
population. Mr. Shirley noted other options that could be tried 
instead of having a 54 inch size limit, such as a fall release 
period or reducing the allotment of bonus tags. Commissioner 
Busbice asked how many members are there in the Association? Mr. 
Shirley stated there are 25 members, but only 18 are producing 
members. Then he stated there are about 30 commercial alligator 
producers.

Mr. Rudy Sparks, representing the Louisiana Alligator 
Marketing Coop, stated the Coop is comprised of 10 major landowners 
in south Louisiana and market about 10,000 wild skins annually. 
Also he mentioned the members are permitted to receive 
approximately 100,000 eggs. There are serious issues developing 
with respect to alligators born in the wild as well as those farm- 
raised that are returned to the wild. Mr. Sparks also noted they 
have seen a deterioration in the grade of farm-raised skins when 
harvested as it relates to size. He felt the issue should be dealt 
with at the Department level. The Coop does . not support the 
amendment, but does support the original Notice of Intent and felt 
it should help in addressing the quality issue. As the quality of 
the skins decrease, so will the price commented Mr. Sparks.

Mr. Ted Joanen, representing the Louisiana Trapper and 
Alligator Hunting Association, is composed of about 360 members 
statewide. He felt it was obvious that the farm-raised skins 
graded out below that of the wild skins. Mr. Joanen then noted 
that alligators over 48 inches in length do not do well in 
captivity, they tend to fight and scar each other. He preferred 
the release of a maximum 48 inch alligator, he would accept the 54 
inch as proposed by the Department. Mr. Joanen stated he did not 
support the amendment. Another concern is disease of an unknown 
origin which are occurring on farms throughout Louisiana. With the 
Department not having a program to screen alligators, it was felt 
only small, healthy alligators less than 54 inches should be 
released back into the wild. The Association also supports the 
Department's change in providing additional time between the 
release of farm-raised alligators and the beginning of the wild 
season.

Mr. Zachary Casey, Pelts and Skins, stated he was very 
strongly opposed to the rule change. Before explaining his reasons 
why, Mr. Casey noted his company is the largest alligator farming 
operation in the world with 35 full-time employees and 35 seasonal
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employees that do $10 million in sales. Also, Pelts and Skins is 
the largest processor of alligator meat, processing over 600,000 
pounds of cut meat annually by 15 full-time employees and 75 
seasonal employees, which amounts to $2 million in sales. The 
company also releases 7,000 to 9,000 alligators to the wild each 
year. The average alligator is 2 years old and the average size is 
57-58 inches. The Department's rule change would have a major 
negative impact on Pelts and Skins. Mr. Casey, noted the damage for 
one year with the rule change would be about $235,000 and would 
result in a 50 percent increase in labor costs for returns. He 
felt this change in regulations would encourage the worst animal 
husbandry practices and would encourage the practice of restricting 
and stunting an animals growth to keep them under 54 inches. 
Copies of letter from Apache and Delacroix landowners were included 
in packets-and was read by Mr. Casey. He then commented Mr. Joanen 
was wrong in stating that alligators can not be grown over 4 8 
inches in a healthy state. The markets do not want the change, 
added Mr. Casey. The small percentage of farm-raised alligators 
that will be downgraded will have an approximate value of $200,000. 
Another point to consider was that only two alligator farmers 
return over 80 percent of the animals over 54 inches. The 
Department has contracted with Pelts and Skins to do a 3 year hide 
study to see what the true impact is on wild skins. Civil remedies 
exist to where landowners can deal with these problems on their 
own. The last point made by Mr. Casey was the Department does not 
have good science to support the original Notice•of Intent. He 
then implored the Commission to reject any change in the 
regulations. Chairman Denmon asked Mr. Casey if he was also 
opposed to the amendment made by Commissioner Sagrera? Mr. Casey 
answered yes, he was opposed to the amendment. This 10 percent 
overage would reduce his cost from $235,000 only to $215,000. 
Commissioner Felterman asked Mr. Casey what do other farmers do on 
releases and size and does it not cost more money to grow the 
alligators larger? Mr. Casey stated it does cost a lot more to 
grow alligators to a larger size, but fewer animals need to be put 
back. The release sizes for other farmers was thought to be 50 
inches.'

Mr. Gordon Logan, Miami Corporation, stated Miami is the 
largest private landowner in south Louisiana with about 260,000 
acres of coastal marsh. He then stated they care about the quality 
of the natural resource and want to do what is needed to preserve 
and improve it. Mr. Logan noted they support the original Notice 
of Intent and oppose the amendment. The Corporation is a member of 
the Coop and he felt the Coop has taken the proper position on the 
regulation.
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Mr. Steele McAndrew, an alligator farmer, stated he agreed 
with what Mr. Shirley and Mr. Casey pointed out. He added that any 
problem should be handled between the landowner and farmer. To 
make this regulation a law would be a mistake. Mr. McAndrew stated 
all of his landowners are happy with the regulations as they are 
now. He suspects that the standard for a number 1 skin has gotten 
a lot harder and unbelievable to where a skin has to be perfect.

Mr. Jeff Donnell, a farmer, stated there is only a certain 
time period to release the alligators. In a one year time, an 
alligator will exceed the 54 inch size when it gets time to release 
him that second year. This means the smaller, slower growing 
animals will be released and this will reduce the quality of the 
animal.

Commissioner Felterman asked Mr. Kinler if the wild and farm- 
raised people were involved in the decision making and was the data 
given accurate and worthy? Mr. Kinler stated skin grades were 
received from 2 major exporters of skins in Louisiana. The skins 
were graded before this regulation change was considered. The 
trends were very similar over time. Commissioner Felterman then 
asked if the Department had a thought on the compromise? Mr. 
Kinler stated the 10 percent overage mentioned in the amendment 
would actually have a less impact than what was projected and the 
Department would support it.

Commissioner Sagrera stated, after talking with the 3 
tanneries that handle the majority of the wild skins produced in 
Louisiana, they all feel the biggest problem with quality has been 
the drought over the last 5 years. Also, the standards for grading 
the skins has become much stricter over the last 5-6 years with the 
tanners wanting almost perfect quality. Commissioner Sagrera felt 
there were very good comments made, noting the possibility of 
mismanagement when trying to keep alligators below 54 inches. All 
of the landowners are satisfied with the system now. He knew of 
the fear of putting diseased alligators out into the marsh and if 
the regulation was passed, there would have to be more smaller 
animals put into the wild. The Coops, the farmers, the tanners all 
oppose the amendment. Commissioner Sagrera then made a substitute 
motion to leave the regulations as they are and try to get better 
data and more input between the landowners and farmers and have a 
joint appeal. Chairman Denmon asked Commissioner Sagrera if he was 
withdrawing his origin proposed amendment? Commissioner Sagrera 
answered yes. Commissioner Kelly seconded the substitute motion. 
The motion passed with opposition from Commissioner Felterman.
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The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for March was given by 
Major Keith LaCaze. The following numbers of citations were issued 
during March.

Region I - Minden - 82 citations and 13 warnings.

.Region II - Monroe - 117 citations and 20 warnings.

Region III - Alexandria - 137 citations and 3 warnings.

■ Region IV - Ferriday - 48 citations and 6 warnings.

Region V - Lake Charles - 174 citations and 8 warnings.

Region VI - Opelousas - 187 citations and 13 warnings.

Region VII - Baton Rouge - 101 citations and 21 warnings.

Region VIII - New Orleans - 256 citations and 24 warnings.

Region IX - Schriever - 261 citations and 59 warnings.

Oyster Strike Force - 32 citations.

Seafood Investigation Unit - 25 citations.

SWEP - 6 citations.

Refuge Patrol - 30 citations, and 7 warnings.

The grand total of citations issued statewide for the month of 
March was 1,363. Also there were 167 warning citations issued 
statewide.

The aviation report for March 2003 showed enforcement pilots 
flew three airplanes a total of 27.5 hours for enforcement and 19.5 
hours for other divisions.

Major LaCaze then announced other activities by the division 
included the beginning of a training academy with 17 new cadets and 
the hope of starting another academy in September. Also, agents 
were still searching Toledo Bend, for shuttle parts. He then 
announced there was one boating fatality in Region IX.

Chairman Denmon stated on the next item, Public Comments - 
2003-04 Hunting Seasons & General & WMA Hunting Rules & Regulations 
most comments he has received were on the deer season in Area 5 and 
the 2 p.m. closure on the coastal WMAs. He asked Mr. Tommy
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Prickett to come and talk on these problems. Mr. Prickett first 
explained that each Commissioner was given a packet that contained 
a brief synopsis of public comments received to date. There were 
7 public hearings held across the state with the average attendance 
being 20. Comments from the public hearings ranged from the 
proposed 2 p. m. closure on Atchafalaya Delta WMA, quality deer 
management, more doe days from the dog hunters, and dog hunting on 
Kisatchie National Forest. There is a continued increase in 
hunting pressure on the National Forest lands. Other comments 
received outside of the public hearings included: the proposed 
coastal WMA 2 p.m. closure' for waterfowl hunting, quality deer 
management, too many doe days statewide, too few doe days statewide 
and deer hunting days in Area 5. As a result of these comments, 
staff recommended changing the gun deer season in Area 5 to run 
from November 28 through December 14 and move the second split of 
muzzleloader season to run from December 26 through January 1. The 
other recommended change involved the 2 p.m. closure on the 6 
coastal WMAs of Biloxi, Wisner, Pass-a-Loutre, Atchafalaya Delta, 
Pointe-aux-Chenes and Salvador. Pointe-aux-Chenes and Salvador 
WMAs historically had a 12 noon closure and the other areas had all 
day hunting. Mr. Prickett asked that Atchafalaya Delta WMA be 
removed from the 2 p.m. closure and continue with all day hunting 
on this area only. Commissioner Felterman made a motion to go with 
the Department's recommendations and amend the Notice of Intent to 
include those recommendations. Commissioner Sagrera seconded the 
motion. Chairman Denmon then asked for public comments.

Mr. Thomas Cotton began by thanking the Commission for making 
the change on Atchafalaya Delta. He did note a concern on the 
permanency of blinds on the WMA and asked that enforcement see 
about removing those blinds.

Mr. John Robert stated he has been hunting Wax Lake for the 
past 6 years and noted he was opposed to the 2 p.m. closing. If 
there is a problem with duck populations, he suggesting finding 
another means to address it.

Mr. Matt Gurley, a hunter on most of the coastal WMAs, stated 
it was right to leave Atchafalaya Delta open for all day hunting 
due to tides, the tides would also affect Pass-a-Loutre and Biloxi. 
He suggested that Pass-a-Loutre and Biloxi be left open for all day 
hunting also. He even asked the Commission to consider outlawing 
go devils.

Mr. Ronnie Roach reinforced Mr. Gurley's comments and stated 
he hunts Pass-a-Loutre and Atchafalaya Delta extensively. The same 
issues, such as tides, occur on both areas.
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Mr. Duane Bollier stated he used to hunt .in Area 2 and they 
moved his area into Area 8 and he would like to see it moved back 
into Area 2. Squirrel hunting in southwest Louisiana is a big 
family tradition and the schedule for Area 8 has muzzleloader 
season begin the same day as squirrel season. This may keep some 
hunters from bringing their youth into the woods knowing rifle 
hunters will be out there. Mr. Bollier asked that the deer season 
open the first weekend in November. Also he requested that the 
number of doe days be reduced.

Mr. Clark Van Sickle stated he hunts both Atchafalaya Delta 
and Pass-a-Loutre WMAs and has since 1975. He felt hunting 
pressure was not a problem for these areas but access was a greater 
problem.

Mr. Lindsey Grainger backed up what was stated by Mr. Bollier. 
The rutting season in the northern portion of Area 8 comes before 
the area he hunts. The move from Area 2 to Area 8 also messed up 
bringing youth into the woods since there will be rifles used 
during that time. Mr. Grainger asked the Commission to consider 
moving Area 8 back into Area 2.

Mr. Kirk Reinhardt urged the Commission to include Pass-a- 
Loutre and Biloxi WMAs in the all day hunting change. The 2 p.m. 
for Pass-a-Loutre would limit the ability to access and utilize the 
area. If the Department wants to eliminate some pressure on the 
areas, Mr. Reinhardt suggested looking at use of go devils, the 
permanent blinds and houseboats.

Mr. Ronald Dugas stated he attended the public hearing in 
Lafayette and the extension of the archery season into the month of 
February was discussed. A study by Mr. Dave Moreland in Area 6 
surmised that there was a late. rut in that area and the archery 
hunting in October could threaten some of the young deer with their 
mothers. Mr. Dugas, representing bowhunters and other deer 
hunters, asked the Commission to extend the-archery season into the 
month of February in a portion of Area 6. He then applauded Mr. 
Prickett for recommending the change in seasons for Area 5.

Mr. Bill Shockey seconded the comments by Mr. Dugas to extend 
the archery season to the end of February in Area 6. He also 
mentioned Mr. Moreland's study which showed a late rut in a 
majority of Area 6. If a hunter kills a doe in October this will 
orphan a lot of fawns. He suggested running the archery season 
from October 1 through February 28 since there was no biological 
reason not to extend it.
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Mr. Tommy Daigle, a land manager and owner of Water Oak 
Plantation in Area 6, stated it was a common occurrence to see 
small fawns in October. He felt this was documented by Mr. 
Moreland's study. Mr. Daigle noted 95 percent of the deer hunters 
are out of the woods by January 318C. He felt, as a land manager, 
having a few more days will help control the deer population.

Commissioner Felterman asked Mr. Puckett if the Commission 
could receive public comments at the next meeting on this topic? 
Mr. Puckett explained there were 2 rules going through the 
rulemaking process. The first rule related to season dates and 
times and public comments can be taken through the July meeting 
when it is ratified. Public comments on the second rule for 
general hunting rules can be taken through the June meeting. 
Commissioner Felterman stated the Commission has heard some good 
comments and asked Mr. Prickett and Mr. Moreland to review these 
•and come up with a recommendation at the next meeting for any 
further changes. He then noted his motion stands as stated. Mr. 
Prickett stated, last year,, a change in the season structure for 
Area 6 was recommended. The recommendation was to remove the 
October days and adding the February days. But there was so many 
controversies that the Commission elected to leave it as it was.

Commissioner Mouton stated he received a lot of comments on 
the 2 p.m. closure for Atchafalaya Delta and only one on Pass-a- 
Loutre and expected to receive more on Pass-a-Loutre. He then made 
a substitute motion to go with the season date change for Area 5 
and take not only Atchafalaya Delta but also Pass-a-Loutre out of 
the 2 p.m. closure and have all day hunting. There was no second 
to the motion.

Going back to the Commissioner Felterman's original motion, 
the Chairman asked the pleasure of the Commission. This motion 
passed with no opposition.

The Public Information Quarterly Report was given by Ms. 
Marianne .Burke. The January/February as well as the March/April 
issues of the Louisiana Conservationist Magazine were published. 
The Media Relations and News Unit covered a black bear relocation 
from Delhi to Lake Ophelia National Wildlife Refuge and sent out 15 
video news releases to television stations across the State. Also, 
they helped record four of the seven public hearings on hunting 
seasons, put out 89 news releases and two regulations booklet. The 
library had 263 e-mail contacts, 51 regular mail contacts, 147 
phone calls and 1,068 walk-ins. The front desk handled 3,777 phone 
calls and 1,318 walk-ins. The Audio Visual Unit put together a 
video for the Department to present at the Legislative Sunset 
Hearing which was shown at this point. Following the video, Ms.
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Burke acknowledged ,Mr. Thomas Gresham and Mr. Joel Courtney - and 
stated they were the ones who created the video. The video 
presentation before the House and Senate Natural Resource 
Committees was very successful. The Commission all agreed the job 
on the video was well done. Secretary Jenkins stated he was at the 
Sunset Hearing and the Department of Natural Resources spent l-% 
hours telling what they did the last 2 years while the Department 
spent 20 minutes explaining what has occurred over the past 100 
years. He felt the video was very valuable and would be good to 
show at user group events. Secretary Jenkins complimented Ms. 
Burke, Mr. Gresham and Mr. Courtney for the good job. Chairman 
Denmon commended the Department1.

The. Commissioners agreed to hold the August 2003 Meeting on 
Wednesday, August 6, 2003 beginning at 10:00 a.m. at the Baton 
Rouge Headquarters.

Chairman Denmon then asked for Public Comments. Commissioner 
Sagrera commented he spoke to the two farmers who returns the 
largest amount of big sized alligators. They have committed that 
if the rule did not change, they would be willing to take care of 
the return work with Department supervision since it was a safety 
issue.

There being no further business. Commissioner Felterman made
a motion to Adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Commissioner
Kelly.

JHJ:sch
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[MUTES OF THE MEETING

■LDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

ursday, April 3, 2003

/ residing.

"Torrr'Keiiy 
Henry Mouton 
Wayne Sagrera

Secretary James H. Jenkins, Jr. was also\present.

Commissioner Jerry Stone was absent from the- meeting.

Chairman Denmon called for a motion for approval of the March 
6, 2003 Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was made by
Commissioner Busbice and seconded by Commissioner Felterman. The 
motion passed with no opposition..

Then the Chairman called/ for a motion for approval of the 
March 10, 2003 Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was made 
by Commissioner Sagrera and seconded by Commissioner Kelly. The 
motion passed with no opposition.

No Commission Special Announcements were made at this meeting.

Notice of Intent - Alligator Regulations; Consideration of 
Modification began with Mr. Noel Kinler bringing the Commission up- 
to-date on the Notice of Intent. At the December meeting, the 
Commission passed a Notice of Intent that changed the sliding scale 
release length to allow for a maximum of 54 inch farm-raised 
animals to be released; it also stated that no animal over 54 
inches would be allowed to be released; and it changed the closing 
date for the release season from August 25 to August 15. The 
reasons for these changes were again presented by Mr. Kinler. The 
Department has become concerned with the continuing decrease in 
grade quality of skins especially from those farm-raised alligators 
released into the wild. Some 59,000 skins over a four year period 
were studied to look at changes in grade trends. Also studied were 
the components in the release program. Between 30,000-40,000 farm- 
raised alligators are released each year with their average length 
being 50.3 inches. In 1998, there was an increase in the numbers
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of animals released over 54 inches and an even larger number over 
60 inches. About 9 percent of the releases in 2002 were over 60 
inches. At this time, 7 to 10 percent of the wild harvest is 
comprised of farm-raised alligators. From 1998-2001, the skins 
were studied and it was found that skin grades for all harvested 
animals decreased, but the skin grades for the farm-raised 
decreased more. When studying the size of animals at release and 
their grades at recapture, it was discovered that the smaller the 
animal is at release, the better quality it is at recapture. A 
high percentage of the grade 3 skins were from animals released at 
55 inches or greater and only 26 percent of those released at 60 
inches or better were grade 1. The outcome of this study was what 
resulted in the Notice of Intent asking .for a reduction irixthe size
release to 54 inches. , \ -■ ' /

Commissioner Sagrera stated in the spirit of compromise, he 
met with staff and agreed to amend the Notice of Intent. The 
amendment reads as follows: "Each alligator shall be a minimum of 
36 inches and a maximum of 54 inches in total length except that a 
10 percent overage of animals between 54 inches and 60 inches total 
length will be allowed to be released. Credit will not be given 
for inches above 54 inches. No.alligators over 60 inches will be 
accepted for release. The actual number of alligators to be 
released as part of the 10 percent overage will be calculated for 
each alligator egg collection permit and will be based on the 
number of alligators required to be returned at the return rate of 
14 percent at 48 inches. The return sex ratio should contain at 
least 50 percent female." Chairman Denmon asked if the Department 
had a comment on the proposed amendment. Mr. Kinler stated after 
discussing this, amendment, staff went back and looked at what 
effect, a percent^ overage would have on the projected grade 
improvement. For every T .percent overage, the percentage grade 
improvement would change by :4.3 percent only if every farmer uses 
the 10 percent to its fullest. Since only a few farmers would use 
this overage, the amendment will not change the improvement by what 
was initially estimated, it would probably be substantially lower. 
Mr. Kinler then stated the Department would support the amendment. 
Chairman Denmon asked Commissioner Sagrera if it was his intent to 
amend the Notice of Intent to that which he stated? Commissioner 
Sagrera answered yes, and made a motion to amend the Notice of 
Intent as already stated. Commissioner Kelly seconded the motion. 
Chairman Denmon then asked for public comments.

Mr. Mark Shirley, representing the Louisiana Alligator Farmers 
and Ranchers Association, read from a statement for the record. 
All of the farmers are opposed to reducing the size limit from the 
current regulations. A number of cost factors and the timing of 
the release for a 54 inch alligator were listed as reasons not to
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support the proposal. The Farmers felt the size and quality of the 
released alligators should be addressed between the farmers and the 
landowners. Landowners are satisfied with the current regulations 
and insist that the proper number of alligators are released to 
insure continued egg production and to have a healthy wild 
population. Mr. Shirley noted other options that could be tried 
instead of having a 54 inch size limit, such as a fall release 
period or reducing the allotment of bonus tags. Commissioner 
Busbice asked how many members are there in the Association? Mr. 
Shirley stated there are 25 members, but only’ 18 'are producing 
members. Then he stated there are about 30 commercial alligator 
producers. Z ,

Mr. Rudy Sparks, representing the Louisiana Alligator 
Marketing Coop, stated the Coop is comprised of 10 major landowners 
in south Louisiana and market about 10,000 wild skins annually. 
Also he mentioned the members are permitted to receive 
approximately 100,000 eggs. There are serious issues developing 
with respect to alligators born in the wild as weLI as those farm- 
raised that are returned to the wild. . Mr. Sparks also noted they 
have seen a deterioration in the grade of farm-raised skins when 
harvested as it relates to size.. - He felt the issue should be dealt 
with at the Department level'. The Coop " does not support the 
amendment, but does support the original Notice of Intent and felt 
it should help in addressing the quality issue. As the quality of 
the skins decrease, so .will the price commented Mr. Sparks.

Mr. Ted Joanen, representing the Louisiana Trapper and 
Alligator Hunting Association, is composed of about 360 members 
statewide. He felt it was s obvious that the farm-raised skins 
graded out below that of. the wild skins. Mr. Joanen then noted 
that alligators over 48 -inches in length do not do well in 
captivity, they tend to fight and scar each other. He preferred 
the release of a maximum 48 inch alligator, he would accept the 54 
inch as proposed by the Department. Mr. Joanen stated he did not 
support the amendment. Another concern is disease of an unknown 
origin which are occurring on farms throughout Louisiana. With the 
Department not having a program to screen alligators, it was felt 
only small, healthy alligators less than 54 inches should be 
released back into the wild. The Association also supports the 
Department's change in providing additional time between the 
release of farm-raised alligators and the beginning of the wild 
season.

Mr. Zachary Casey, Pelts and Skins, stated he was very 
strongly opposed to the rule change. Before explaining his reasons 
why, Mr. Casey noted his company is the largest alligator farming 
operation in the world with 35 full-time employees and 35 seasonal
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employees that do $10 million in sales. Also, Pelts and Skins is 
the largest processor of alligator meat, processing over 600,000 
pounds of cut meat annually by 15 full-time employees and 75 
seasonal employees, which amounts to $2 million in sales. The 
company also releases 7,000 to 9,000 alligators to the wild each 
year. The average alligator is 2 years old and the average size is 
57-58 inches. The Department's rule change would have a major 
negative impact on Pelts and Skins. Mr. Casey noted the damage for 
one year with the rule change would be about $235,000' and would 
result in a 50 percent increase in labor costs for returns. He 
felt this change in regulations would encourage the worst animal 
husbandry practices and would encourage the practice of restricting 
and stunting an animals growth to keep them under 54 inches. 
Copies of letter from Apache and Delacroix landowners were included 
in packets and was read by Mr. Casey. He then commented Mr. Joanen 
was wrong in stating that alligators can not be grown over 48 
inches in a healthy state. The markets do not want the change, 
added Mr. Casey. The small percentage' of farm-raised alligators 
that will be downgraded will have an approximate value of $200,000. 
Another point to consider was that" only two alligator farmers 
return over 80 percent of the animals over 54 inches. The 
Department has contracted with"" Pelts and Skins/to do a 3 year hide 
study to see what the true impact is on wild skins. Civil remedies 
exist to where landowners can deal" with these problems on their 
own. The last point made by Mr. Casey was the Department does not 
have good science to support the original Notice of Intent. He 
then implored the Commission to reject any change in the 
regulations. Chairman Denmon asked Mr. Casey if he was also 
opposed to the amendment made by Commissioner Sagrera? Mr. Casey 
answered yes, he was opposed to the amendment. This 10 percent 
overage would reduce his cost from $235,000 only to $215,000. 
Commissioner Felterman asked Mr. Casey what do other farmers do on 
releases and size and does it not cost more money to grow the 
alligators larger? Mr. Casey stated it does cost a lot more to 
grow alligators to a larger size, but fewer animals need to be put 
back. The release sizes for other farmers was thought to be 50 
inches.

Mr. Gordon Logan, Miami Corporation, stated Miami is the 
largest private landowner in south Louisiana with about 260,000 
acres of coastal marsh. He then stated they care about the quality 
of the-.natural resource and want to do what is needed to preserve 
and improve it. Mr. Logan noted they support the original Notice 
of Intent and oppose the amendment. The Corporation is a member of 
the Coop and he felt the Coop has taken the proper position on the 
regulation.
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Mr. Steele McAndrew, an alligator farmer, stated he agreed 
with what Mr. Shirley and Mr. Casey pointed out. He added that any 
problem should be handled between the landowner and farmer. To 
make this regulation a law would be a mistake. Mr. McAndrew stated 
all of his landowners are happy with the regulations as they are 
now. He suspects that the standard for a number 1 skin has gotten 
a lot harder and unbelievable to where a skin has to be^perfect.

Mr. Jeff Donnell, a farmer, stated there is only' a certain 
time period to release the alligators. .In a/one "year time, an 
alligator will exceed the 54 inch size when .it gets time to release 
him that second year. This means the smaller,, slower growing 
animals will be released and this will reduce .the quality of the 
animal.

/z
Commissioner Felterman asked Mr. Kinler. if the wild and farm- 

raised people were involved in the decision marking and was the data 
given accurate and worthy? Mr. Kinler\stateck skin grades were 
received from 2 major exporters of skins in Louisiana. The skins 
were graded before this regulation change was considered. The 
trends were very similar over time. Commissioner Felterman then 
asked if the Department had a thought on the compromise? Mr. 
Kinler stated the 10 percent overage mentioned in the amendment 
would actually have a less impact than what was projected and the 
Department would support it.

Commissioner Sagrera stated, after talking with the 3 
tanneries that handle? the majority .of the wild skins produced in 
Louisiana', they all feel the biggest- problem with quality has been 
the drought over the last 5 years. Also, the standards for grading 
the skins has become much stricter over the last 5-6 years with the 
tanners wanting almost perfect quality. Commissioner Sagrera felt 
there were very good comments made, noting the possibility of 
mismanagement when-trying to keep alligators below 54 inches. All 
of the.landowners are satisfied with the system now. He knew of 
the fear of putting diseased alligators out into the marsh and if 
the, regulation was passed, there would have to be more smaller 
animals put into;the 'wild. The Coops, the farmers, the tanners all 
oppose the amendment. Commissioner Sagrera then made a substitute 
motion to leave the regulations as they are and try to get better 
data and more input between the landowners and farmers and have a 
joint appeal. Chairman Denmon asked Commissioner Sagrera if he was 
withdrawing his origin proposed amendment? Commissioner Sagrera 
answered yes. Commissioner Kelly seconded the substitute motion. 
The motion passed with opposition from Commissioner Felterman.
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The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for March was given by 
Major Keith LaCaze. The following numbers of citations were issued 
during March.

Region I - Minden - 82 citations and 13 warnings.

Region II - Monroe - 117 citations and 20 warnings.

Region III - Alexandria - 137 citations and 3 warnings.

Region IV - Ferriday - 48 citations and 6 warnings.

Region V - Lake Charles - 174 citations and 8" warnings.

Region VI - Opelousas - 187 citations and 13 warnings.

Region VII - Baton Rouge - 101 citations ,and 21 warnings.

Region VIII - New Orleans - 256-'Citations.and 24 warnings.

Region IX - Schriever - 26! citations and\ 59*'warnings.

Oyster Strike Force - 32. citations. V '"'/

Seafood Investigation Unit - 25 citations.

SWEP - 6 citations.

Refuge Patrol - 30 citations and 7 warnings.

The grand total of citations issued statewide for the month of 
March was 1,363. Also there were 167 warning citations issued 
statewide.

The aviation report for March 2003 showed enforcement pilots 
flew three airplanes a total of 27.5 hours for enforcement and 19.5 
hours for other divisions.

Major LaCaze then announced other activities by the division 
included the beginning of a training academy with 17 new cadets and 
the hope of starting another academy in September. Also, agents 
were still searching Toledo Bend for shuttle parts. He then 
announced there was one boating fatality in Region IX.

Chairman Denmon stated on the next item, Public Comments - 
2003-04 Hunting Seasons & General & WMA Hunting Rules & Regulations 
most comments he has received were on the deer season in Area 5 and 
the 2 p.m. closure on the coastal WMAs. He asked Mr. Tommy
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Prickett to come and talk on these problems. Mr. Prickett first 
explained that each Commissioner was given a packet that contained 
a brief synopsis of public comments received to date. There were 
7 public hearings held across the state with the average attendance 
being 20. Comments from the public hearings ranged from the 
proposed 2 p.m. closure on Atchafalaya Delta WMA, quality deer 
management, more doe days from the dog hunters, and dog hunting on 
Kisatchie National Forest. There is a continued increase in 
hunting pressure on the National Forest lands. Other comments 
received outside of the public hearings included: the proposed 
coastal WMA 2 p.m. closure for waterfowl hunting, quality deer 
management, too many doe days statewide, ,too few.doe days, statewide 
and deer hunting days in Area 5. As a result^of these comments, 
staff recommended changing the gun deer season in Area 5 to run 
from November 28 through December 14 and moye the second split of 
muzzleloader season to run from December 26 through January 1. The 
other recommended change involved the 2 p.m. closure on the 6 
coastal WMAs of Biloxi, Wisner, Pass-a-Loutre, Atchafalaya Delta, 
Pointe-aux-Chenes and Salvador. Pointe-aux-Chenes and Salvador 
WMAs historically had a 12 noon closure, and the other areas had all 
day hunting. Mr. Prickett asked that\Atcha'falaya Delta WMA be 
removed from the 2 p.m. closure.-and, continue wi-th all day hunting 
on this area only. Commissioner Felt-erman made' a motion to go with 
the Department's recommendations and amend the Notice of Intent to 
include those recommendations. Commissioner Sagrera seconded the 
motion. Chairman Denmon then asked for public comments.

Mr. Thomas Cotton began by thanking the Commission for making 
the change on Atchafalaya Delta. He did note a concern on the 
permanency of blinds on the WMA and asked that enforcement see 
about removing those blinds.

Mr. John Robert stated he has been hunting Wax Lake for the 
past 6 years and noted he was opposed to the 2 p.m. closing. If 
there is.a problem with duck populations, he suggesting finding 
another means to address it.

Mr. Matt Curley, a hunter on most of the coastal WMAs, stated 
it was right to leave Atchafalaya Delta open for all day hunting 
due to tides, the tides would also affect Pass-a-Loutre and Biloxi. 
He suggested that Pass-a-Loutre and Biloxi be left open for all day 
hunting, also.X He even asked the Commission to consider outlawing 
go devils.

Mr. Ronnie Roach reinforced Mr. Curley's comments and stated 
he hunts Pass-a-Loutre and Atchafalaya Delta extensively. The same 
issues, such as tides, occur on both areas.
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Mr. Duane Bollier stated he used to hunt in Area 2 and they 
moved his area into Area 8 and he would like to see it moved back 
into Area 2. Squirrel hunting in southwest Louisiana is a big 
family tradition and the schedule for Area 8 has muzzleloader 
season begin the same day as squirrel season. This may keep some 
hunters from bringing their youth into the woods knowing rifle 
hunters will be out there. Mr. Bollier asked that the deer season 
open the first weekend in November. Also he requested/that the 
number of doe days be reduced. /" /'/"

Mr. Clark Van Sickle stated he hunts/both,; Atcha-falaya Delta 
and Pass-a-Loutre WMAs and has since.>1975. He felt hunting 
pressure was not a problem for these areas but,access was"a„ greater 
problem. , '

Mr. Lindsey Grainger backed up what was stated by Mrr Bollier. 
The rutting season in the northern portion ofx Area 8 comes before 
the area he hunts. The move from Area 2 to Area 8 also messed up 
bringing youth into the woods since there will be rifles used 
during that time. Mr. Grainger asked the Commission to consider 
moving Area 8 back into Area 2.

. .z

Mr. Kirk Reinhardt urged the 'Commission/to include Pass-a- 
Loutre and Biloxi WMAs in the all day hunting change. The 2 p.m. 
for Pass-a-Loutre would limit the ability, to access and utilize the 
area. If the Department; wants, to eliminate some pressure on the 
areas, Mr. Reinhardt suggested looking at use of go devils, the 
permanent blinds and houseboats

Mr. Ronald Dugas stated he, attended the public hearing in 
Lafayette and the'extension of the archery season into the month of 
February,was discussed. A study by Mr. Dave Moreland in Area 6 
surmised that there was a . late rut in that area and the archery 
hunting in-October^could, threaten some of the young deer with their 
mothers,. - Mr-. Dugas, representing bowhunters and other deer 
hunters, asked the Commission to extend the archery season into the 
month of February in a portion of Area 6. He then applauded Mr. 
Prickett for recommending the change in seasons for Area 5.

Mr. Bill Shockey seconded the comments by Mr. Dugas to extend 
the archery season to the end of February in Area 6. He also 
mentioned Mr.- Moreland's study which showed a late rut in a 
majority of Area 6. If a hunter kills a doe in October this will 
orphan a lot of fawns. He suggested running the archery season 
from October 1 through February 28 since there was no biological 
reason not to extend it.
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Mr. Tommy Daigle, a land manager and owner of Water Oak 
Plantation in Area 6, stated it was a common occurrence to see 
small fawns in October. He felt this was documented by Mr. 
Moreland's study. Mr. Daigle noted 95 percent of the deer hunters 
are out of the woods by January 31st. He felt, as a land manager, 
having a few more days will help control the deer population.

Commissioner Felterman asked Mr. Puckett if the,'Commission 
could receive public comments at the next meeting on .this topic? 
Mr. Puckett explained there were 2 rules going through the 
rulemaking process. The first rule related to season dates and 
times and public comments can be taken through the July meeting 
when it is ratified. Public comments on the second rule for 
general hunting rules can be taken through the June meeting. 
Commissioner Felterman stated the Commission has heard some good 
comments and asked Mr. Prickett and Mr. Moreland to review these 
and come up with a recommendation at) ̂ the next meeting for any 
further changes. He then noted his motion stands as stated. Mr. 
Prickett stated, last year, a change- "in the season structure for 
Area 6 was recommended. The recommendation was /to remove the 
October days and adding the February days. But there was so many 
controversies that the Commission elected to leave it as it was.

Commissioner Mouton stated he received a lot of comments on 
the 2 p.m. closure for Atchafalaya Delta and only one on Pass-a- 
Loutre and expected to receive more on P'ass-a-Loutre. He then made 
a substitute motion to go with the season date change for Area 5 
and take not only Atchafalaya Delta but also Pass-a-Loutre out of 
the 2 p.m. closure'and have all day hunting. There was no second 
to the motion.

Going back to the Commissioner Felterman's original motion, 
the Chairman asked the pleasure of the Commission. This motion 
passed with no opposition.

The Public Information Quarterly Report was given by Ms. 
Marianne Burke. t ThezJanuary/February as well as the March/April 
issues of the Louisiana Conservationist Magazine were published. 
The Media Relations and News Unit covered a black bear relocation 
from Delhi to Lake Ophelia National Wildlife Refuge and sent out 15 
video news releases to television stations across the State. Also, 
they helped record four of the seven public hearings on hunting 
seasons, put out 89 news releases and two regulations booklet. The 
library had 263 e-mail contacts, 51 regular mail contacts, 147 
phone calls and 1,068 walk-ins. The front desk handled 3,777 phone 
calls and 1,318 walk-ins. The Audio Visual Unit put together a 
video for the Department to present at the Legislative Sunset 
Hearing which was shown at this point. Following the video, Ms.
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Burke acknowledged Mr. Thomas Gresham and Mr. Joel Courtney and 
stated they were the ones who created the video. The video 
presentation before the House and Senate Natural Resource 
Committees was very successful. The Commission all agreed the job 
on the video was well done. Secretary Jenkins stated he was at the 
Sunset Hearing and the Department of Natural Resources spent l-% 
hours telling what they did the last 2 years while the Department 
spent 2 0 minutes explaining what has occurred over the. past 100 
years. He felt the video was very valuable and would/be good to 
show at user group events. Secretary Jenkins complimented Ms. 
Burke, Mr. Gresham and Mr. Courtney for the good job. Chairman 
Denmon commended the Department.

The Commissioners agreed to hold the August 2003 Meeting on 
Wednesday, August 6, 2003 beginning at 10:00 a.m. at, the Baton 
Rouge Headquarters.

\
Chairman Denmon then asked for Public Comments. Commissioner 

Sagrera commented he spoke to the two farmers /who returns the 
largest amount of big sized alligators-. They^ have, committed that 
if the rule did not change, they would be willing' to take care of 
the return work with Department supervision since it was a safety 
issue.

There being no further business, Commissioner Felterman made 
a motion to Adjourn the -meeting and it was seconded by Commissioner 
Kelly.

James H . Jenkins, Jr. 
Secretary

JHJ:sch
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TRANSCRIPT OF COMMISSIONER SAGRERA'S SECOND MOTION:
Commission Meeting of 4/3/2003

Chairman Denmon: Any further discussion from the Commission?

Commissioner Sagrera: Yes, I have several points I- would like 
to make. Zac had input from the 2 major French '-tanneries and I 
spoke with the King Lon tannery in Singapore. Between these three 
tanneries, they handle by far the majority of the. wild skins 
produced in the State of Louisiana. And/they all^have taken into 
consideration that the biggest problem in qua-lityx has 'been the 
drought over the last 5 years and beauty Is in the eye of • the 
beholder as far as these grades. I don't remember what, Noel- might 
remember what it is, I found maybe 40 or 45 percent number I's in 
my grade, probably 8,000 or 10,000 a year of vthose skins went to 
King Lon and they found 18 or 20 percent number I's when they got 
them over there. That is the point that Steele made that I think 
is very valid. All grades have become much stricter over the last 
5 or 6 years. We are seeing a trend of wanting almost perfect 
quality, they are dealing in competition with embossed leather and 
they want a perfect quality skin. So that in itself has caused 
part of the problems as far as for grading. I think there has been 
some very good points brought up, the issue of mismanagement. If 
you have to hold these skins and keep them under 54 inches, we are 
asking for trouble, we are asking for serious trouble. And we've 
got people looking oyer , our shoulders.. Farmers are not going to be 
taking care of animals right. The actual animals that are going to 
be going back into the wild are not going to be as healthy, I think 
it is going to impact all aspects of the industry. Zac talked 
about his landowners, one of them, Apache-85,000 eggs and Zac is 
permitted- for 100,000 eggs or plus. I am permitted for 
approximately 100,000 eggs.. Steele is probably 40,000 or 50,000 
eggs. All of our landowners are quite satisfied with the way the 
system is working now. I think that this is an issue that truly 
hasn't been studied enough. One thing that we have to also take 
into consideration is the return of small animals. There is a 
natural fear from both the farmers and the trappers that we may be 
putting diseased animals back that will spread to the marsh. The 
smaller size you have the more of them you are putting back out 
there too. It is something else to be taken into consideration. 
The Coop opposes the amendment, the farmers oppose the amendment, 
the tanners who are using these skins oppose the amendment. I 
would like to make another amendment, I would like to make a 
different motion.

Chairman Denmon: Well we have a motion and second on the
table, you can make a substitute motion.



Commissioner Sagrera: I would like to make a substitute motion 
that we leave everything as is and try and get some better data and 
possibly more input and better work or more common ground between 
the landowners who are unhappy and the farmers and see if we can't 
work out something ourselves and come back to this Commission and 
this Department with a joint appeal rather than one side or another 
because the majority of the industry is against this. It's that 
simple.

Chairman Denmon: And that is your substitute motion?

Commissioner Sagrera: My substitution motion,is to leave it as 
is until we can get further data to make a decision on whether we 
want to change it or not.

Chairman Denmon: So you would withdraw the original proposed 
rule change?

Commissioner Sagrera: That is correct'.x

Do I
Chairman Denmon: Everybody, understand thex substitute motion?
hear a second? \ y K

—
Commissioner Kelly: I'l-l second it.

Chairman Denmon: We have a motion and a second, any further 
discussion from the Commission? All in favor say aye, any opposed?

Commissioner Felterman: I am opposed.

Chairman Denmon: The motion passes with Commissioner Felterman 
opposing.



i THE ADVOCATE, Friday, April 4, 2003 Page 1 o f2

|~x| Click here to return to 2theadvocate.com

LWFC makes changes
Alters Atchafalaya duck hunting time
By JOE MACALUSO

Advocate outdoors writer

Duck hunters who use the Atchafalaya Delta Wildlife Management Area will 
have no time restriction for their activities after the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission amended the proposed 2003-04 hunting regulations 
Thursday.

Reacting to comments from hunters, state wildlife managers relented from a 
proposed rule that would have ended waterfowl hunting on the 100,000-acre- 
plus WMA to 2 p.m.

The commission did not amend the proposed regulations to include the Pass- 
a-Loutre, Biloxi, Wisner and Salvador-Timkin WMAs from the 2 p.m. 
deadline.

When the 2003-04 regulations were outlined at the LWFC's March meeting, 
State Wildlife Division administrator Ton Prickett said the move to close at 2 
p.m. was to stem increasing hunting pressure on ducks and geese on the 
WMAs.

During the intervening weeks, Prickett said public comment focused on the 
time change with most of the negative comments citing the need for all-day 
hunting on the Atchafalaya Delta WMA because of the tidal influences on the 
area.

Several hunters at the March meeting said the ducks raft up in hard-to-reach 
offshore areas and move into the WMAs marsh when the tide rises. During 
the winter, most high tides come later in the day.

A motion by Lafayette commission member Henry Mouton to exempt the 
popular Pass-a-Loutre from the 2 p.m. closure failed to get a second from any 
of the other five LWFC members present.

Mouton said he made the move after the LWFC took public comment. A 
handful of duck hunters objected to the early close on the Pass-a-Loutre 
WMA. Portions of the WMA near the mouth of the Mississippi River are 
subject to tides, too.

Baton Rouge hunter Clark Van Sickle told the commission that he's hunted 
the Atchafalaya Delta and Pass-a-Loutre areas since 1975 and that hunting 
pressure on the migratory waterfowl on the WMAs decreases after opening
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weekend.

"Hunting pressure is not the problem. Access is the problem," Van Sickle said 
referring to the tides. "When you deny access to the resource, you deny the 
ability for public access and you will limit hunting if you close at 2 p.m."

Public comment on the seasons will be taken through the June 5 meeting.

In other action, the LWFC bowed to testimony from two major alligator 
farmers in withdrawing a Notice of Intent to change standards for release of 
farm-raised alligators into the wild. A Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
study showed farm-raised gators taken from the wild had skins inferior to 
raised-in-the-wild gators. The move would have limited most releases to 54 
inches or smaller.

Farm owner and LWFC member Wayne Sagrera and farm manager Zachary 
Casey told the commission the move was a mistake while others, including 
former state biologist and alligator researcher Ted Joanen, said the LDWF's 
management plan was a move to improve the state's alligator stocks. Sagrera's 
plan calls for more study before implementing changes in the release 
program.

In other action, the LWFC learned that Enforcement Division agents issued 
1,363 citations and 167 written warnings and set its August meeting for 
Wednesday, Aug. 6.

Click here to return to story:
http://www.2theadvocate.com/stories/040403/out_lwlc001.shtml
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Time limit proposal shot down

By JOE MACALUSO
Advocate outdoors writer

Duck hunters who use the Atchafalaya Delta Wildlife Management Area will 
have no time restriction for their activities after the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission amended the proposed 2003-04 hunting regulations 
Thursday.

Reacting to comments from hunters, state wildlife managers relented from a 
proposed rule that would have ended waterfowl hunting on the 100,000-acre- 
plus WMA at 2 p.m.

The commission did not amend the proposed regulations to include the Pass- 
a-Loutre, Biloxi, Wisner and Salvador-Timkin WMAs from the 2 p.m. 
deadline.

When the 2003-04 regulations were outlined at the LWFC's March meeting, 
State Wildlife Division administrator Ton Prickett said the move to close at 2 
p.m. was to stem increasing hunting pressure on ducks and geese on the 
WMAs.

During the intervening weeks, Prickett said public comment focused on the 
time change with most of the negative comments citing the need for all-day 
hunting on the Atchafalaya Delta WMA because of the tidal influences on the 
area.

Several hunters at the March meeting said the ducks raft up in hard-to-reach 
offshore areas and move into the WMAs marsh when the tide rises. During 
the winter, most high tides come later in the day.

A motion by Lafayette commission member Henry Mouton to exempt the 
popular Pass-a-Loutre from the 2 p.m. closure failed to get a second from any 
of the other five LWFC members present.

Mouton said he made the move after the LWFC took public comment. A 
handful of duck hunters objected to the early close on the Pass-a-Loutre 
WMA. Portions of the WMA near the mouth of the Mississippi River are 
subject to tides, too.

Baton Rouge hunter Clark Van Sickle told the commission that he's hunted 
the Atchafalaya Delta and Pass-a-Loutre areas since 1975 and that hunting 
pressure on the migratory waterfowl on the WMAs decreases after opening
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weekend.

"Hunting pressure is not the problem. Access is the problem," Van Sickle 
said referring to the tides. "When you deny access to the resource, you deny 
the ability for public access and you will limit hunting if you close at 2 p.m."

Public comment on the seasons will be taken through the June 5 meeting.

In other action, the LWFC bowed to testimony from two major alligator 
farmers in withdrawing a Notice of Intent to change standards for release of 
farm-raised alligators into the wild. A Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
study showed farm-raised gators taken from the wild had skins inferior to 
raised-in-the-wild gators. The move would have limited most releases to 54 
inches or smaller.

Farm owner and LWFC member Wayne Sagrera and farm manager Zachary 
Casey told the commission the move was a mistake while others, including 
former state biologist and alligator researcher Ted Joanen, said the LDWF's 
management plan was a move to improve the state's alligator stocks.

Sagrera's plan calls for more study before implementing changes in the 
release program.

In other action, the LWFC learned that Enforcement Division agents issued 
1,363 citations and 167 written warnings and set its August meeting for 
Wednesday, Aug. 6.

Click here to return to story:
http://www.2theadvocate.com/stories/Q40403/out_time001.shtml
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COMMISSION MEETING 
ROLL CALL

Thursday, April 3, 2003 
Baton Rouge, LA 

Wildlife & Fisheries Building

Attended Absent

Terry Denmon (Chairman) Z
Lee Felterman z
Bill Busbice /
Tom Kelly aZ
Wayne Sagrera

Jerry Stone V
Henry Mouton Z/(Ŵ)

Mr. Chairman:

There are 9 f  &  Commissioners—■?-*--- in attendance and we have a quorum

Secretary Jenkins is also present.



AGENDA
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

BATON ROUGE, LA 
April 3, 2003 

10:00 AM

1. . Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of March 6, 2003

3. Approval of Minutes of March 10, 2003

4. Commission Special Announcements

. 5. Notice of Intent - Alligator Regulations; Consideration
of Modification - Wayne Sagrera

'6. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/March - Keith LaCaze

7. Public Comments - 2003-04 Hunting Seasons & General & WMA 
Hunting Rules & Regulations

8. Public Information Quarterly Report - Marianne Burke

9. Set August 2003 Meeting Date

10. Public Comments

11. Adjournment



ALLIGATOR RULE CHANGE
NOTICE OF INTENT FOR ALLIGATOR RELEASE LENGTH

At the December meeting of the LWFC a Notice o f Intent regarding alligator 
release length was passed. Specifically the rule change provided for:

•Change sliding scale to allow for a maximum 54” release length for farm 
raised alligators to be released to the wild

•  Do not allow for alligators to be released over 54”

•Change the close of alligator release season from August 25 to August 15

At the December Commission meeting the Department presented the results 
of a detailed skin grading analysis that supported the Notice of Intent. The 
analysis included:

•  Skin grades from over 59,000 skins were studied
• A statistical analysis was conducted and trend data was also evaluated

The summary points of the analysis included:

• Current 5 year average length of released alligators is 50.3”
• Proportion of released alligators greater than 60” was 9.0% in 2002
• Proportion of released alligators greater than 54” was 23% in 2002
• 7-10% of total wild harvest is comprised of farm released alligators. For 

some landowners, farm releases make up a higher percentage of the 
harvest. In the 2002 wild season, over 3,149 farm released alligators were 
harvested.

•  Skin grades decreased (1998-2001) for all harvested alligators
e Skin grades of farm released alligators are significantly lower than wild 

alligator skin grades. Impact of farm released alligator skin grades on 
total wild harvest skin grade is small at this time, but the impact is 
greater for some landowners and will increase in the future.

• Farm released skin grades significantly affected by size of alligators at 
release and length of time between release and harvest

• 68.1% of grade 3 skins were from alligators released when 55” and 
greater in length

• Only 26.4% of alligators released at 61” and greater in length were grade 
Vs

• Farm released skin grades can be improved by reducing maximum 
release size

• By reducing the maximum release length to 54”, we can expect a 15.5% 
increase in skin grades

• Releasing large alligators is problematic for the release crew



Message Page 1 of 1

Hawkins, Susan

From: Kinler, Noel
Sent: Thursday, March 27, 2003 8:13 AM
To: Savoie, Brandt; Hawkins, Susan

Subject: Notice of Intent for alligator rule change

Attached is the summary sheet for Commission members regarding the pending alligator rule change. Please let 
me know if you have any questions. Thanks

Noel

3/27/2003



X

P elts &  Sk in s , L.L.C.
1310 Carroll Street 
Kenner, LA 70062 

504-469-9553 
985-875-3080



W e  a r e  P e l t s  &  S k in s

■ The largest farmer of alligators in the world
■ 3 farms in Louisiana
■ 1 farm in Florida
■ Up to 200,000 animals at any one time
■ 35 full-time employees
■ 35 seasonal employees
■ $10 million/year in sales o f farmed and wild skins

■ The largest meat processor and marketer of alligator
■ 1 location in Louisiana
■ Over 600,000 pounds processed annually
■ 15 full-time employees
■ 75 seasonal employees
■ Over $2 million/year in sales

■ Pelts & Skins returns 7,000 - 9,000 alligators each year
■ The average age of these animals is 2 years
■ The average size is 57 - 58 inches



I m pact  o f  D e p a r t m e n t ’s 

R e q u e s t e d  R u l e  C h a n g e

Reduce the maximum release size to 54 inches

Negative impact to operations

■ The damage to Pelts & Skins will be $235,000/year*

■ Up to 50% increase in labor costs for returns

■ Encourages poor animal husbandry practices
stunting growth
returning the release of genetically poor growers

* based on Deloit & Touche audited financial statements



I m pact  o f  D e p a r t m e n t ’s 

R e q u e s t e d  R u l e  C h a n g e

^  Reduce the maximum release size to 54 inches

Negative impact on wildlife management

■ Landowners are unhappy with lack of control of release sizes

. .We believe that the survival 
rates for the largest of the release 
alligators contribute to the overall 
health of our wetlands... A s far as 
we are concerned, bigger really is 
better."

John W Woodard 
Apache LA Minerals, Inc.

“(Delacroix Corporation has) had 
successful egg seasons and wild 
harvests since about 1986, and the 
populations of wild alligators on 
our land are successful and 
growing. We credit your return of 
large animals...as a large part of 
this success."

Mike Benge
Delacroix Corporation



APACHE LOUISIANA MINERALS, INC. 
POST OFFICE BOX 206 Z HOUMA, LOUISIANA 70361-0206 TEL (985) 879-3528 

FAX (985) 876-5267

March 24,2003

Mr. Zachary A. Casey 
Pelts & Skins 
78070 Koogie Road 
Covington, LA 70435

Dear Mr. Casey:

The current rule change before the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission will have a great 
impact on the wetlands owned by our company. We have thriving alligator populations on our 
property, and have had successful egg seasons and wild harvest for many years.

We want the commission to know that we believe that the survival rates for the largest of 
the release alligators contribute to the overall health o f our wetlands. We support your efforts to 
raise the release length for these animals. As far as we are concerned, bigger really is better.

Please let us know how we can support your efforts in thwarting this rule change.

Sincerely,

APACHE LOUISIANA MINERALS, INC.



D e l a c r o i x  C o r p o r a t i o n
206 D E C A T U R  S T R E E T  

NEW  O R LEA N S, LA. 70130-1016

TELEPHONE (504) 523-2245

March 31,2003

Mr. Zachary A. Casey 
Pelts & Skins 
78070 Koogie Rod 
Covington, LA 70435

Dear Mr. Casey:

The Louisiana Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries Commission is proposing a rule 
change that will have a major impact on the wetlands owned by the Delacroix 
Corporation. We have had a successful egg seasons and wild harvests since about 1986, 
and the populations o f  wild alligators on our land are successful and growing. We credit 
your return o f large animals close to breeding age and size as a large part o f this success.

We understand that you are opposing this rule change, and we would like the commission 
to know that we believe that your releasing the largest possible alligators contributes to 
the overall health o f our alligators, and our marshes. We support your efforts to raise the 
release length for these animals, and encourage the commission to allow quality 
producers such as Pelts and Skins to continue to release large animals.

We will be happy to do all we can in support of your presentation against this rule 
change. Unfortunately, I will not be able to attend the Commission meeting, but either 
Donald Ansardi and/or Michael Farizo will attend as representatives o f  the Delacroix 
Corporation. Please feel free to call on either gentleman to attest to the success that we 
have enjoyed with our alligators.

Sincerely,

Mike Benge
Chief Financial Officer

CC: Michael Farizo 
Donald Ansardi



I m pact  o f  D e p a r t m e n t ’s 

R e q u e s t e d  R u l e  C h a n g e

^  Reduce the maximum release size to 54 inches

Negative impact on market

■ Tanneries are unhappy with smaller sized skins

“I believe it to be absolutely 
necessary to authorize returns of 
larger sizes for those farmers 
attempting to raise larger animals. 
They are contributing to the 
development of a mono-product 
industry into a multi-product 
industry much less dependent on 
market hazards.”

Philippe Roggwiller 
TCIM

“We have studiously recorded and 
monitored wild skin grades over 
the last many years. ...We have not 
seen any major increase in the 
percentage of low-grade skins. 
Further, we do not have any 
information that would suggest 
farm released alligators are in any 
way impacting these statistics ”

H. Loubert 
Gordon Choisy
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Mr. James Jenkins
Secretary
La. Dej« WildHfc & Fisheries

Is1 April, 2003 j

Dear Mr. Jenkins. |

We were pleased to be informed that your Department is initiating a 3-year wiki hide quality 
study. We th-nk this will be important work to establish a baseline and benchmark for wild skin 
grades.

Wc arc, however, disturbed to team that your Department is  considering a  reduction from the j
time tested SO1' return maximum We are concerned about this fbf two major reasons. ^

1. This will very dramatically increase the number o f  alligators a farm has to return and •
thereby in,'Tease their costa. Costa increases, especially now during an economic ;
downturn, could be ruinous for forms that currently operate on very small profits,

2. We have been working for yesas to encourage farms to grow alligators beyond the normal
“watch-strap" size. This has been difficult because o f  the large capital requirement f a r i1
such a change. However, this is starting to happen. Reducing the allowed return size will
greatly hamper the industry's move in this direction. ^

3. Wc have studiously recorded and monitored wild skin grades over the last many years. jj
We have always found wild skin grades to be extremely poor overall. We have not seen k
any major increase in the percentage  o f  low-grade skins. Further, w e do not have any B
information that would suggest fetm released gators are io any way impacting these |
statistics.

.i
Out company was the first international company to buy wild alligators when the season re- j!
opened after bang dosed. We are very pleased to be a part o f  tire proud history o f  the return o f  |j
the American Alligator. The industry is moving in the right direction and w e would hate to see :j
steps taken tiizt would diminish its bright ftiture. j j
We implore you to follow your long tradition of careful and delibeintc study before cmbaiting on 
this course of action.

SinCtidy yOurS.

“ ■tiLu- I
Siege : 17, boulevard JukvFerry - 75011 Paris - T il.: 01 48 05 47 05 - Fax : 01 47 00 70 48 
TSnnerk: 5, ruede laGrande-Hdie -77130Munl»fesu*T<l. :Q1 60 /3 56 0 0 - Fax: Cl 6096 2129

SAAyyjn* ino»WB*e « n t n »**Nato*' mwwi-tocam m aw o w w



T h e  T r u e  C o st s  o f  t h e  P r o p o s e d  R u l e  C h a n g e

■ Using unsupported and biased science to protect the value of 
only 10% of the wild skins (valued at $200,000)

■ The LSWF proposed rule change will create an industry-wide 
crisis of losses up to $1,000,000/year

■ Only two of Louisiana’s alligator farmers contribute 80% off all 
animals released into the wild that are 54 inches or longer. Their 
landowners have no complaints.



B a d  S c ie n c e / B a d  G o v e r n m e n t

■ Grading data is inconsistent
b The State recognizes this and creates a 3-year Hide Study

b The LDWF objectively states there is “no biological reason for 
the rule change.”

b As the total population of farm-released animals increased, the 
cohort group of 300-day, 600-day, and 900-day animals DE­
CREASES as an overall contribution to the total population

b Civil remedies exist: no additional goverment regulations 
are required

b The requirement is for GOOD SCIENCE of the usual high- 
quality work normally associated with the Rockefeller Refuge.



ENFORCEMENT CASE REPORT

MARCH 2003



1

REGION 1:MINDEN PARISHES: BIENVILLE, BOSSIER,
20 Agent positions CADDO, CLAIBORNE,

WEBSTER

TOTAL CASES 82

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

29 Boating

31 Angling W/O Resident License

3 Fishing W/O Resident Cane Pole License

4 Take Game Fish Illegally (Snagging)

3 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

1 Sell &/Or Buy Fish W/O Retail Seafood License

4 Violate Caddo Lake Yo-Yo Regulations

3 Not Abiding By R&R On WMA

2 Posssession O f Marijuana

1 Littering

1 Possession O f Drug Paraphernalia

WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL 13 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

10 Boating Safety

1 Angling W/O Resident License

1 Violate Recreational Gear License

1 Not Abiding By R&R On WMA
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CONFISCATIONS:________________________________________
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

1 hybrid bass; 2 rod & reel combos; 1 freshwater drum; 1 largemouth bass; 2 black bass; 4 
marijuana cigarettes; 20 marijuana roaches; 1 pipe w/residue.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION I
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

29 Boating

1 Commercial Fishing

00 Federal Migratory

1 Littering

6 Miscellaneous

45 Recreational Fishing

00 State Hunting/Trapping

13 Written Warnings

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

1 Public Assistance
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REGION 2:MONROE PARISHES: E. CARROLL, JACKSON,
20 Agent positions LINCOLN,MOREHOUSE

QUACHITA, RICHLAND 
UNION, W. CARROLL

TOTAL CASES 117

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

40 Boating

42 Angle Without Resident License

3 Hunt Without Non-resident License

1 Take Over Limit Freshwater Game Fish

4 Littering

I Operate ATV On Public Road

1 Hunt On WMA Without Permit

1 Intoxication While Operating A Boat

1 Failure To Mark/Tag Nets

7 Not Abiding By Rules & Regulations On WMA

1 Fish Without Resident Pole License

1 Violate Recreational Gear License Requirements

2 Fail To Abide By Commission Rules (DMAP Regulations)

1 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

5 Hunt Turkey Over Baited Area



4

3 Hunt Turkey In Closed Area

2 Reckless Operation O f Vehicle

1 Flight From An Officer

WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL 20 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

4 Angle Without Resident License

2 No Boat Numbers

1 Operate Unregistered Motorboat

1 Improper Running Lights

1 Not Abiding By WMA Rules & Regulations

2 No Fire Extinguisher

2 No Boat Registration Certificate In Possession

5 Angle Without Non-resident License

1 Fail To Have PFD on Under 13

1 Expired Boat Registration
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CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

2-Shotguns, 1-Turkey breast, 1-Black Bass (released), 62-Crappie.

TOTAL OF EAC H CATEGORY FOR REGION 2
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

41 Boating

1 Commercial Fishing

-0- Federal Migratory

4 Littering

4 Miscellaneous

46 Recreational Fishing

21 State Hunting/Trapping

20 Written Warnings

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

10 Public Assistance
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REGION 3:ALEXANDRIA PARISHES:AVOYELLES, GRANT
NATCHITOCHES

26 Agent positions RAPIDES, SABINE
________________________  VERNON, WINN
TOTAL CASES 137

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

41 Boating

39 Angling W/O A License

2 Take Illegal Size Bass

6 Angling W/O A Non-Resident License

2 Take Undersize Frogs

2 Possess Firearm While Frogging

1 Take Game Fish Illegally

1 Sell Or Buy Fish W/O Retail Dealer License

7 Fish W/O Resident Cane Pole License

1 Use Illegal Size Nets (Mesh)

1 Possession O f Buckshot During Closed Deer Season

3 Hunt Rabbits Closed Season

3 Hunt Turkey Over Baited Area

1 Hunt Turkey W/O Turkey Stamp

7 Not Abiding By Rules And Regs.
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7 Littering

3 Operate ATV On Public Road

3 Possession O f Drug Paraphernalia

4 Illegal Possession O f Marijuana

1 Possession Of CDS With Intent To Distribute

1 Careless Operation O f A Vehicle

1 Criminal Trespass On State Property

WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL 3 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

2 Angle W/O A License

1 Expired Boat Registration Certificate

CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

10 bass, 600’ of 2 gill net, 6 frogs, 1 pistol, 2 shotguns, 4 bags of marijuana, 6 smoking
devices.
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TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 3
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

41 Boating

2 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

7 Littering

13 Miscellaneous

59 Recreational Fishing

15 State Hunting/Trapping

3 Written Warnings

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

10 Public Assistance
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REGION 4:FERRIDAY PARISHES: CALDWELL, CATAHOULA
24 Agent positions CONCORDIA, FRANKLIN

LASALLE, MADISON, TENSAS

TOTAL CASES 48

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

13 Boating Safety Violations

8 Angling W/O Resident License

3 Angling W/O Non-Resident License

3 Fish W/O Resident Pole License

2 Take Or Possess Game Fish Illegally

1 Take Or Sell Commercial Fish W/O Commercial License

1 Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License

2 Use Illegal Mesh Nets (Freshwater)

1 Failure To Mark/Tag Nets

3 Hunting W/O Resident License

1 Failure To Comply W/Hunter Safety Regulations

2 Obtain License Fraudulently

1 Hunt W/O Resident Big Game License

1 Hunt Deer Illegal Methods

2 Hunt Turkey Closed Season
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2 Not Abiding By Rules & Regulations On WMA

1 Resisting An Officer

1 Simple Assault On An Officer

WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL 6 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

2 Angling W/O A License

1 Failure To Mark/Tag Nets (Freshwater)

1 Hunt W/O Resident License

2 Operate Unregistered Boat

CONFISCATIONIS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

141’ of 3” gill net; 235’ 2 gill net; 14 white perch; 2 shotguns
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TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 4
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

13 Boating

7 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

0 Littering

2 Miscellaneous

14 Recreational Fishing

12 State Hunting/Trapping

6 Written Warnings

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

5 Public Assistance
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REGION 5:LAKE CHARLES PARISHES: BEAUREGARD, CALCASIEU
23 Agent positions EVANGELINE, ALLEN,

CAMERON, ACADIA, 
VERMILION, JEFF DAVIS

TOTAL CASES 174

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

86 Boating

34 Angling W/O A License

12 Angling W/O A Non. Res. License

2 Angling W/O A Saltwater License

5 Angling W/O A Non. Res. Saltwater License

1 Take Or Poss. Game Fish Illegally -  Hoop Net

1 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

1 Chicot Lake -  Use of YoYo’s

1 Take Or Poss. Undersize Red Drum (Rec)

3 Take Or Poss. Undersize Black Drum (Rec)

1 Take Or Poss. Overlimit Black Drum (Rec)

3 Sell &/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealer’s Lie. -  Non. Res.

5 Sell &/Or Buy Fish W/O Retail Seafood License

6 Fail To Maintain Records

2
Transport W/O Required License -  Non. Resident

1 Illegal Shipping of Comm. Fish Shipping Reg. Tags & Identification
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1 Comm. Truck W/O Display O f Owner’s Name And Address

2 Poss. O f Illegally Taken Deer Closed Season

1 Hntg. Turkey W/O Turkey Stamp

1 Not Abiding By Rules/Regulations On WMA

3 Littering

1 Other Than Wildlife & Fisheries Charge

1 DWI

WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL 8 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

1 Operate Unregistered Motorboat

1 Failure To Display Valid Certificate Decal

1 Improper Or No Sound Producing Device

2 Failure To Comply W/PFD Requirements

3 Improper Or No Fire Extinguisher

CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

13 rods; 13 reels; 1 blackdrum rtw; 16 u/s blackdrum rtw; 1 u/s reddrum rtw; 1 bull frog 
destroyed; 1 muskrat; 2 wooden squirrel traps; 1 doe whitetail deer; photo's of nets; 1 rifle 
w/scope; 1 q beam; sale invoices; assorted papers; 3 envelopes w/box tops.
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TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 5
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

86 Boating

18 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

3 Littering

1 Miscellaneous

61 Recreational Fishing

3 State Hunting/Trapping

8 Written Warnings

1 WMA

1 DWI

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

6 Public Assistance
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REGION 6:OPELOUSAS PARISHES: IBERIA, IBERVILLE,
24 Agent positions PT.COUPEE,LAFAYETTE

ST.MARTIN,IBERIA 
IBERVILLE,W.B.R.

TOTAL CASES 187

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

54 Boating

88 Angling W/O License

2 Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealer’s License

2 Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial License

2 Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License

2 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

1 Take/Possess Gamefish Illegally

5 Take Oysters From Unapproved Area

11 Fish W/O Resident Pole License

2 Violate Recreational Gear License Requirements

6 Angling W/O Non-Resident License

8 Not Abiding By Rules/Regulations On WMA

1 Littering

1 Possess Over 20% Undersize Crabs
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2 Possession Of Live Alligators W/O Permit

WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL 13 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

4 Boating

9 Angling W/O License

CONFISCATIONS:________________________________________
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

65 lbs. Of crawfish, 3 black bass, 3 bass, 1 white perch, 95 sacks of oysters, 2 oyster 
dredges, 6 rod and reels, 1 beer bottle, % box undersize crabs, 1 alligator.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 6
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

54 Boating

12 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

1 Littering

8 Miscellaneous

110 Recreational Fishing

2 State Hunting/Trapping

13 Written Warnings
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TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

7 Public Assistance
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REGION 7:BATON ROUGE PARISHES: ASCENSION, E.B. ROUGE,
E. FELICIANA, LIVINGSTON, 

22 Agent positions ST. HELENA, ST. TAMMANY,
TANGIPAHOA, WASHINGTON, 
W. FELICIANA

TOTAL CASES 101

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

29 Boating

38 Angling w/o Basic Resident License

6 Angling w/o Basic Non-Resident License

1 Angling w/o Resident Pole License

1 Sell/Buy Fish w/o Retail Seafood License

1 Failure to Maintain Records

4 Hunt Turkeys Over Bait

2 Hunt Turkeys w/o Turkey Stamp

1 Hunt Squirrels in Closed Season

13 Violate Rules & Regulations of W.M.A

2 Possess Illegally Taken Deer Closed Season

1 Possess Gear w/o Commercial Gear License

2 Littering
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WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL 21 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

10 Violate Rules & Regulations on W.M.A

7 Angling w/o License

1 Boating

1 Hunt Turkeys w/o Stamp

1 Hunt w/o Basic License

1 Hunt w/o Big Game License

CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

1 deer, and 1 squirrel.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 7
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

29 Boating

3 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

2 Littering

0 Miscellaneous

45 Recreational Fishing

22 State Hunting/Trapping

21 Written Warnings
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TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

6 Public Assistance:
5— Assist Motorists
1—Assist Boater
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REGION 8:NEW ORLEANS PLAQUEMINE, ST. BERNARD,
18 Agent positions ORLEANS, JEFFERSON

ST. CHARLES

TOTAL CASES 256

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

68 Boating

79 Angling W/O A License

13 Angling W/O A License Non-Resident

6 Angling W/O A Saltwater License

2 Take/Poss. O/L Red Drum(On Water)

2 Take/Poss. Red Drum EEZ

1 Fail to Have Intact (Saltwater)

2 Take/Poss. Undersized Red Drum (Recreational) 16” Minimum

4 Take or Poss. Undersized Black Drum (Recreational)

1 Take/Poss. O/L Spotted Seatrout (On Water)

2 Take or Poss. O/L Black Drum

1 Fail to Comply with Charter Boat Regulations

1 Commission Rules and Regs, (misc.) Snapper

5 Commission Rules and Regs, (misc.) Amberjack

1 Commission Rules and Regs, (misc.) Tuna

1 Commission Rules and Regs, (misc.) Red Snapper
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1 Commission Rules and Regs. Cobia

2 Fail To have Commercial Lie. In Poss.

3 Take or Sell Commercial Fish

7 Take Commercial Fish W/O Comm. Gear Lie.

7 Take or Poss. Commercial Fish W/O Vessel Lie.

1 Transport W/O Required Lie.

3 Use Crab Traps W/O Required Markings

1 Allow Unlicensed Fisherman use CML Vessel Lie.

1 Allow Unlicensed Fisherman use CML Gear Lie.

1 Take/Possess Oysters W/O Oyster Harvester Lie.

1 Commercial Truck W/O Display of Owner Name and Address

4 Trawling in Closed Season

4 Failure to Have Written Permission

5 Unlawfully Take Oysters From State Water Bottoms

2 Take Oysters from Unapproved Area (Polluted) possess, sell, barter, 
trade, exchange Attempt to sell barter trade or exchange

3 Unlawfully Take Oysters Off a Private Lease

1 Fail to Mark Oyster Lease While Harvesting

7 Failure to Display Proper Number On Vessel

2 Hunt Wild Quadrupeds And/Or Wild Birds Illegal Hours

1 Possession of Wild Quadrupeds W/O Permit
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1 Resisting An Officer

2 Littering

1 Other Than Wildlife and Fisheries

4 Lacey Act

1 Conspiracy (Federal)

1 Obtain License by Fraud

WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL 24 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

12 Boating

7 Angling W/O A License

1 Angling W/O A Saltwater License

1 Poss. O/L of Red Drum In Excess of 27” (Recreational)

2 Take or Poss. Undersized Red Drum

1 Take or Poss. Undersized Black Drum

CONFISCATIONIS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

229 oyster sacks returned to water, donated 5 amberjack, 800 lbs. of sheepshead, 1 gallon 
fillets of speckled trout, 74 black drum, 15 red drum, 2 red snapper, 450 lbs. of crabs, 5 
grey snapper, 2 nutria, 1 cobia, 1 flounder, 15 rod and reels, 2 trawls, 6 oyster dredge, 6 
crab traps, 1 rifle, 1 rec. license, 1 commercial license, 1 oyster log book.
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TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 8
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

68 Boating

53 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

2 Littering

18 Miscellaneous

124 Recreational Fishing

3 State Hunting/Trapping

24 Written Warnings

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

5 Public Assistance
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REGION 9:SCHRIEVER PARISHES: ASSUMPTION, ST. JAMES
ST. JOHN, ST. MARY

25 Agent positions TERREBONNE, LAFOURCHE
JEFFERSON-GRAND ISLE 

LOWER ST. MARTIN
TOTAL CASES 261

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

96 Boating

77 Angling Without A License

7 Angling Without A Non-Resident License

1 Violate Recreational Gear License Requirement

2 Angling Without Saltwater License Non-Resident

3 Possess O/L Red Drum In Excess O f 27 Inches (Recreational)

5 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

5 Take Undersized Red Drum (Recreational)

3 Take Undersized Black Drum (Recreational)

6 Possession O f Alcohol By Person Under 21 Years O f Age

1 Take Commercial Fish Without Commercial License

1 Buy Fish Without Wholesale/Retail Dealer’s License (Resident)

1 Restaurant Buy Fish From Other Than Wholesale/Retail Seafood Dealer

6 Fail To Maintain Records

1 Buy Commercial Fish From Unlicensed Fisherman
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1 Theft O f Crab Trap

5 Failure To Have Written Permission

1 Taking Oysters From Unapproved Area (Polluted)

3 Unlawfully Take Oysters Off A Private Lease

1 Failure To Fill Out Oyster Tags Correctly

1 Failure To Tag Sacked Oysters

3 Possession Of Untagged Oysters

1 Failure To Abide By Commission Rules (Nutria Permits)

3 Hunting From Moving Vehicle

3 Hunt Wild Quadrupeds Illegal Hours

3 Hunt From Public Road

1 Trespass On Marshlands To Take FBA

1 Resisting An Officer

19 Angling Without A Saltwater License

WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL 59 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

38 Boating

14 Angling Without A License

3 Angling Without Saltwater License

1 Hunt Without Resident License
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1 Hunt Without Resident Big Game License

2 Not Biding By Rules And Regulations WMA -  No Self-Clearing Permit

CONFISCATIONfS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

58 sacks oysters, 500 lbs. crabs, 4 dozen soft-shell crabs, 10 lbs. stone crab claws, 13 black 
bass, 15 red drum, 8 black drum, 1 sheephead, 19 gallons crab meat, 16 commercial 
purchase receipts, 2 vessels (paper seizure), 4 oyster dredges, 4 rods and reels, 2 rifles, 1 
crab trap, 1 ice chest, 50 cans beer, 6 bottles beer.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 9
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

96 Boating

25 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

0 Littering

7 Miscellaneous

122 Recreational Fishing

11 State Hunting/Trapping

59 Written Warnings

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

16 Public Assistance
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OYSTER STRIKE FORCE COASTAL WATERS
3 Agent positions

TOTAL CASES 32

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

7 Boating

2 Angling W/O A License

2 Angling W/O A Saltwater License

1 Take Or Possess Over Limit of Red Drum

1 Take Or Possess Commercial Fish W/O A Commercial License

2 Take Or Possess Commercial Fish W/O A Commercial Gear License

2 Take Or Possess Commercial Fish W/O A Vessel License

4 Unlawfully Take Oysters From Private Lease

6 Failure To Have Written Permission

1 Failure To Display Number On Vessel

2 Possession Of Untagged Oysters

1 Violation O f Sanitary Code (Log Book)

1 Harvester Oysters W/O An Oyster Harvester License

WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL 0 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

0
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CONFISCATIONS:_____________________________________
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

120 sacks of oysters, 5 red drum.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR OYSTER STRIKE FORCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

7 Boating

20 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

0 Littering

0 Miscellaneous

5 Recreational Fishing

0 State Hunting/Trapping

0 Written Warnings

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

0 Public Assistance
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SEAFOOD INVESTIGATIVE UNIT STATEWIDE
8 Agent positions

TOTAL CASES 25

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

1 Sell And/Or Buy W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealer’s License

1 Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Retail Seafood License

10 Fail To Maintain Records

1 Fail To Fill Out Oyster Tags Correctlyl

1 Fail To Tag Sacked Or Containerized Oysters

5 Transport W/O Required License

1 Retail Dealer Buy From Other Than Wholesale Retail Dealer

1 Take Or Sell Commercial Fish W/O Commercial License

1 Buy Commercial Fish From Unlicensed Fisherman

1 Illegal Shipping Of Commercial Fish Shipping Regs.

1 Selling For Resale Untagged Oysters

1 Violation O f Sanitary Code

WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL 0 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

0
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CONFISCATIONS;_______ _____________________________
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

1467 lbs. of I.Q.F. shrimp sold for $2,934.00, and 2 quarts of oysters destroyed.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR SEAFOOD INVESTIGATIVE UNIT
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

0 Boating

25 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

0 Littering

0 Miscellaneous

0 Recreational Fishing

0 State Hunting/Trapping

0 Written Warnings

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

0 Public Assistance
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S.W.E.P. COASTAL WATERS
8 Agent positions

TOTAL CASES 6

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

3 Angling W/O A Basic Fishing License

2 Angling W/O A Saltwater License

1 Take Overlimit O f Red Drum

WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL 0 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

0

CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

15 red drum.
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TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR S.W.E.P.
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

0 Boating

0 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

0 Littering

0 Miscellaneous

6 Recreational Fishing

0 State Hunting/Trapping

0 Written Warnings

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

0 Public Assistance

NOTE: 53 BOATS CHECKED
SPECIAL NOTE: DUE TO INCLIMATE WEATHER FOGGY

CONDITIONS; CASE LOAD VERY LIGHT
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REFUGE PATROL 
8 Agent positions

TOTAL CASES 30

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

7 Boating

2 Take Frogs Illegal Methods

2 Hunt From A Moving Vehicle

2 Hunt Raccoons Illegally

2 Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On WMA

2 Take Or Possess Undersize Black Drum

1 Angling W/O A Basic License Non-Resident

1 Illegal Spotlighting From A Public Road

11 Angling W/O A Basic License

WRITTEN WARNINGS:
TOTAL 7 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

2 Improper Or No Fire Extinguisher

1 Fail To Display Valid Certificate Decal

2 Angling W/O A Basic License

2 No Boat Registration Certificate In Possession

MARSH ISLAND, 
ROCKEFELLER, STATE 
WILDLIFE
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CONFISCATIONS;_____________________________________
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

2 rifles, 3 spotlights, 1 rod and reel, 9 black drum 7 bull frogs, and 22 bullets.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REFUGE PATROL
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

7 Boating

0 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal Migratory

0 Littering

2 Miscellaneous

14 Recreational Fishing

7 State Hunting/Trapping

7 Written Warnings

TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
TOTAL DESCRIPTION

3 Public Assistance 911 CALL COUPLE STRANDED ON WATER AND 
VEHICLE ASSISTANCE.



TOTAL CASES -1363

NOTE: WRITTEN WARNINGS =167



ENFORCEMENT AVIATION REPORT 
MARCH. 2003

185-Amph. - 61092 185-Float - 9667Q 210 - 9467Y
Hrs, - 16.5 Hrs. - 15.2 Hrs. - 15. 3

Enforcement Hours - 27.5 

Other Divisions - 19.5

Total Plane Use 47.0



PUBLIC HEARINGS 2003 
Seasons and Bag Limits

A. Minden: March 11 - (17 present/10 comments):
1. Quality buck management (7)
2. More either-sex days for dog hunters. (4)
3. Against 2 pm coastal WMA closure for waterfowl (2)

B. Ruston : March 18 - (33 present/7 comments):
1. Quality buck management (5)
2. More either-sex days for dog hunters. (2)

C. Alexandria: March 11 - (23 present/16 comments):
1. ATV regs. on WMAs (1)
2. KNF- No doe days for dog hunters but more dog hunting days (1)
3. Too many doe days (2)
4. More Muzzleloader days on Tunica Hills and Camp Beauregard (1)
5. Self-clearing permits on WMAs (1)
6. Deer Season- more days (2)
7. Other comments pertained to Dept, policies or migratory seasons

D. Ferriday: March 12 - (6 present/4 comments):
1. All comments were not related to resident seasons or regulations.

E. Lake Charles: March 13 - (13 present/6 comments):
1. Move Area 8 back to Area 2 (5)
2. Wants more days to hunt squirrels w/o deer hunters in woods (1)
3. Deer season too early in Areas 3& 8 (5)

F. Lafayette: March 19 (34 present/17 comments):
1. Supports extending Area 6 archery season later (5)
2. Against 2 pm. waterfowl closure on coastal WMAs (4)
3. Deer seasons (4)

G. Pontchatoula: March 10 (25 present/10 comments):
1. Against 2 pm. waterfowl closure on coastal WMAs (6)
2. Other comments not pertaining to resident seasons.

F. Major comments for all meetings
1. Against 2 pm. Coastal WMA closure (17)
2. Want some sort o f  quality buck management (12)
3. Want more doe days for dog hunters (6)



Additional Public Comments 2003 
Resident Seasons and Bag Limits

1. More days for dog hunters on KNF by petition (117)
2. Against 2 pm coastal WMA closure for waterfowl (32)
3. Quality buck management (8)
4. Area 6 deer season later (3)
5. Against 6 pt. rule in tri-parish area (2)
6. Earlier Area 7 season (1)
7. Later deer season in Areas 3 & 8 to allow for squirrel hunting w/o deer hunters (1)
8. More still hunting days for KNF (1)



James H . Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife & Fisheries M.J. “M ike” Foster, Jr.
Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Governor

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(225) 765-2800

April 1, 2003

Memorandum
To: Jimmy Anthony, Federal Aid Section 
From: David Moreland, Deer Program 
Subject: Harvest Survey Comments

As of 3/31/03 we have received 284 written comments from hunters responding to 
our Annual Game Harvest Survey. The following is a breakdown of them:

Subject # of Comments

Waterfowl 56, majority wanting a later season
Small game ' 14
General Department 32
WMAs and KNF 22
Deer 160

Season dates, length, and area description- 30
Doe days- 20, fourteen say there are too many doe days.
Antler restrictions- 42, thirty-seven support statewide restrictions. 
Tagging- 47, forty-three favor deer tagging.
Hunting deer with dogs- 11, all against it.
General Deer- 10

These letters and comments are available for review should someone have the 
desire to look at them.

A n  E qual O p p o r tu n i ty  E m p lo y e r



James H . Jenkins, Jr. 
Secretary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(225) 765-2800

February 5, 2003

Memo
To: Wildlife Division Administrative Staff^ WL 
From: David Moreland, Deer Program rW/lp 
Subject: Tri-Parish Pre-Season Survey Results

M.J. “Mike” Foster, Jr. 
Governor

Attached are the responses to some of the more important survey questions. It is 
obvious that the major support for the program is coming from the clubs/landowners. It 
should be noted that only those hunters who purchased licenses in the three parishes were 
the ones selected for our six-percent sample. From the responses, most of the 
clubs/landowners believe their members will cooperate fully with the program and it is 
necessary for them to be successful.

A n  E qual O p p o r tu n i ty  E m p lo y e r



, v

James H . Jenkins, Jr. 
Secretary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(225) 765-2800

M J . “M ike” Foster, Jr.
Governor

Public Information Section Quarterly Report 
January - March 2003

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission Meeting

The Public Information Section manages internal and external communications for the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries. These responsibilities are accomplished through four units: the Louisiana Conservationist magazine, 
Media Relations & News, Informational & Resource Library and Audio-Visual. Special promotions and events are 
also coordinated through the Public Information Section.

LO U ISIA N A  C O N SE R V A T IO N IST  M AGAZINE 
Two issues were produced

• January/February 2003: circulation 23,956
• March/April 2003: circulation 23,925

MEDIA RELATIONS & NEWS 
Media Relations:

• Media coverage bn a black bear relocation from Epps Plantation near Delhi, LA to Lake Ophelia National 
Wildlife Refuge in Avoyelles Parish. Video News Releases with scripts were distributed to 15 major 
television stations statewide.

• Attended and recorded four of the seven Wildlife Division Public Meetings for the 2003-04 hunting seasons.
Those meetings included Region 3, Alexandria March 11; Region 5, Lake Charles March 13; Region 6, 
Lafayette March 19; Region 7, Ponchatoula March 10. .

News
• 89 news releases generated and distributed through electronic means
• 2003 Louisiana Turkey Hunting Regulations pamphlet - 60,000 printed and distributed
• 2003 Louisiana Commercial Fishing Regulations book - 22,000 printed and distributed

INFORM ATIONAL AND RESOURCE LIBRARY
The number of public contacts during this quarter are outlined by the month.

January February March
E-mail 
USPS mail 
Phone 
Walk-ins

125 65 73
16 24 11

67 44 36
500 246 322

A n  E qual O p p o r tu n i ty  E m p lo y e r



Public Information Quarterly Report 
Jan. - March 2003 

Pg.2

R e c e p tio n is t  D esk
The receptionist desk offers the initial greeting from our agency to the public. It is maintained and managed 

through the operations of the Information and Resource Library.

January February March 
Phone 1109 1283 1365
Walk-ins 601 21 696

A U D IO -V IS U A L  U N IT
• 2003 Department Overview video: a 19 minute video presented to the House and Senate Natural Resource

Committees for LDWF's Sunset review.
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AGENDA
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

BATON ROUGE, LA 
April 3, 2003 

10:00 AM

Roll Call

Approval of Minutes of March 6, 2003

Approval of Minutes of March 10, 2003

lX Commission Special Announcements

, Notice of Intent - Alligator Regulations; Consideration
of Modification - Wayne Sagrera

Enforcement & Aviation Reports/March - Keith LaCaze

— Public Comments - 2003-04 Hunting Seasons & General & WMA
Hunting Rules & Regulations

Public Information Quarterly Report - Marianne Burke

Set August 2003 Meeting Date

Public Comments

11. Adj ournment
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MONTHLY CIVIL RESTITUTION REPORT

PERIOD NO. CASES AMOUNT CREDIT FOR NO. CASES AMOUNT DISCOUNTS PERCENT PERCENT
ASSESSED ASSESSED SALE GOODS PAID PAID TAKEN DOLLARS PAID CASES PAID

FISCAL YEAR 1993-94
July, 1993 25 $21,039.00 ($9,778.00) 29 $4,855.00 $2,545.00
Aug., 1993 53 $44,922.00 ($1,137.00) 41 $7,950.00 $3,603.00
Sept., 1993 42 $137,635.00 ($17,938.00) 35 $6,783.00 $3,048.00
Oct., 1993 49 $21,471.00 ($11,282.00) 40 $3,285.00 $1,519.00
Nov., 1993 57 $31,207.00 ($13,260.00) 32 $3,053.00 $2,845.00
Dec., 1993 53 $13,777.00 27 $6,507.00 $6,713.00
Jan., 1994 38 $18,918.00 32 $4,423.00 $2,831.00
Feb., 1994 68 $38,131.00 ($8,238.00) 46 $9,124.00 $5,993.00
Mar., 1994 38 $22,739.00 ($2,482.00) 51 $10,854.00 $6,796.00
April, 1994 14 $44,732.00 ($1,404.00) 27 $7,307.00 $4,632.00
May, 1994 10 $4,504.00 ($165.00) 7 $5,447.00 $3,808.00
June,1994 29 $26,167.00 ($2,986.00) 12 $1,886.00 $1,214.00

Total FY 1994 476 $425,242.00 ($68,670.00) 379 $71,474.00 $45,547.00 27.5% 79.6%

FISCAL YEAR 1994-95
July, 1994 17 $2,127.00 ($335.00) 23 $2,101.00 $1,437.00
Aug., 1994 41 $96,403.00 ($3,035.00) 20 $1,010.00 $605.00
Sept., 1994 34 $14,614.00 ($14,002.00) 26 $2,596.00 $2,342.00
Oct.. 1994 94 $17,426.00 ($8,677.00) 38 $2,922.00 $3,179.00
Nov., 1994 43 $103,592.00 45 $3,992.00 $2,803.00
Dec., 1994 68 $31,400.00 35 $4,315.00 $2,329.00
Jan., 1995 55 $27,601.00 52 $7,493.00 $4,921.00
Feb., 1995 70 $61,119.00 41 $6,472.00 $3,973.00
Mar., 1995 31 $25,072.00 44 $8,315.00 $4,737.00
Apr., 1995 13 $15,353.00 16 $3,565.00 $1,538.00
May., 1995 23 $11,632.00 16 $4,315.00 $654.00
June 1995 45 $31,008.00 18 $2,630.00 $1,025.00

Total FY 1995 534 $437,347.00 ($26,049.00) 374 $49,726.00 $29,543.00 18.1% 70.0%

FICAL YEAR 1995-96
July, 1995 0 $0.00
Aug., 1995 46 $17,425.00 27 $9,028.00 $1,729.00
Sept., 1995 1 $125.00 21 $3,093.00 $2,049.00
Oct, 1995 122 $206,244.00 29 $2,720.00 $1,161.00
Nov., 1995 55 $23,124.00 62 $10,151.00 $6,383.00
Dec., 1995 50 $18,607.26 32 $4,780.66 $2,802.76
Jan., 1996 49 $13,814.88 ($15,296.45) 36 $5,296.51 $3,472.89
Feb., 1996 50 $14,716.97 38 $5,777.53 $3,416.91
Mar., 1996 33 $24,936.91 36 $6,035.12 $3,421.75
Apr., 1996 30 $11,006.66 36 $7,173.12 $2,711.54
May., 1996 23 $7,989.34 24 $3,941.69 $2,020.29
June 1996 50 $22,151.31 16 $2,790.02 $1,182.23

Total FY 1996 509 $360,141.33 ($15,296.45) 357 $60,786.65 $30,350.37 25.3% 70.1%

FISCAL YEAR 1996-97
July, 1996 40 $71,894.13 32 - $5,249.93 $2,947.96
Aug., 1996 32 $5,362.64 32 $6,254.59 $3,783.69
Sept., 1996 41 $7,210.00 29 $2,259.96 • $1,326.58
Oct., 1996 29 $11,092.53 25 $3,697.89 $2,261.98
Nov., 1996 20 $10,009.10 22 $1,624.63 $698.02
Dec., 1996 13 $238,466.04 22 $5,877.18 $2,121.53
Jan., 1997 27 $11,755.22 17 $4,393.30 $2,377.09
Feb., 1997 47 $18,520.87 42 $8,579.84 $5,552.63
Mar., 1997 26 $13,434.02 . 27 $4,999.59 $2,757.67
Apr., 1997 10 $2,908.87 15 $2,322.88 $1,298.66
May.. 1997 20 $11,682.70 15 $5,198.91 $1,399.21
June 1997 5 $8,036.58 10 $2,335.24 $765.34

Total FY 1997 310 $410,372.70 $0.00 288 $52,793.94 $27,290.36 19.5% 92.9%

FICAL YEAR 1997-98
July, 1997 10 $2,811.71 8 $1,584.67 $823.11
Aug., 1997 14 $8,741.30 8 $1,496.49 $779.14
Sept, 1997 29 $19,926.37 12 $2,051.78 $1,278.04
Oct., 1997 12 $4,716.81 23 $3,184.83 $2,063.89
Nov., 1997 23 $54,965.34 10 $2,424.86 $1,218.28
Dec., 1997 25 $36,881.09 15 $4,376.97 $2,775.66
Jan., 1998 42 $30,025.81 17 $5,300.40 $3,533.66
Feb., 1998 37 $31,164.95 29 $22,961.69 $8,501.18
Mar., 1998 9 $13,273.45 32 $9,406.56 $4,371.53



Apr., 1998 10 $5,628.21 10 $2,602.62 $1,279.77
May., 1998 0 $225.00 8 $2,885.02 $950.46
June 1998 5 $2,414.03 6 $1,041.54 $98.00

Total FY 1998 216 $210,774.07 $0.00 178 $59,317.43 $27,672.72 41.3% 82.4%

FICAL YEAR 1998-99
July, 1998 9 $1,390.43 8 $1,964.20 $716.75
Aug., 1998 10 $2,240.70 10 $1,048.28 $372.47
Sept., 1998 8 $2,768.96 11 $2,000.36 $1,148.23
Oct., 1998 22 $28,704.85 14 $1,860.17 $807.48
Nov., 1998 19 $9,137.79 11 $1,765.97 $1,092.43
Dec., 1998 23 $11,959.10 27 $4,441.02 $2,040.71
Jan., 1999 41 $21,179.55 18 $6,621.63 $3,838.22
Feb., 1999 45 $26,236.24 41 $12,119.09 $6,923.61
Mar., 1999 15 $7,549.57 33 $8,281.77 $4,138.44
Apr., 1999 9 $8,013.54 14 $3,035.82 $1,388.41
May., 1999 5 $5,161.23 5 $905.50 $405.00
June 1999 7 $3,719.01 13 $3,011.06 $533.83

Total FY 1999 213 $128,060.97 $0.00 205 $47,054.87 $23,405.58 55.0% 96.2%

FISCAL YEAR 1999-2000
July. 1999 5 $1,556.38 9 $2,287.53 $1,198.81
Aug., 1999 10 $2,510.83 15 $2,455.38 $513.73
Sept., 1999 6 $2,032.19 $5,324.80 28 $3,563.06 $475.93
Oct., 1999 11 $4,452.31 $567.75 25 $2,775.48 $557.41
Nov., 1999 14 $8,634.64 26 $3,250.96 $1,322.96
Dec., 1999 24 $15,891.96 19 $3,862.76 $2,126.27
Jan., 2000 49 $27,872.14 28 $7,952.94 $3,814.02
Feb., 2000 21 $11,039.59 30 $10,159.24 $6,216.42
Mar., 2000 19 $9,873.21 31 $6,709.07 $3,555.40
Apr., 2000 12 $7,897.70 17 $2,932.41 $1,512.54
May, 2000 7 $5,039.46 $293.60 20 $7,062.23 $3,164.00
June.2000 16 $14,566.88 18 $5,766.59 $1,852,12

Total FY 2000 194 $111,367.29 $6,186.15 266 $58,777.65 $26,309.61 76% 137%

FISCAL YEAR 2000-01
July, 2000 2 $865.01 14 $1,948.03 $154.01
Aug.,2000 20 $15,837.60 17 $3,302.27 $1,063.92
Sept.,2000 12 $3,562.26 23 $8,718.21 $1,351.41
Oct.,2000 16 $122,696.24 29 $7,457.98 $490.16
Nov .2000 13 $15,851.30 22 $4,038.50 $309.30
Dec., 2000 40 $30,234.92 24 $7,189.98 $462.13
Jan., 2001 28 $15,923.38 25 $7,611.66 $833.60
Feb., 2001 35 $20,181.39 30 $18,568.12 $1,917.82
Mar., 2001 8 $5,956.83 37 $15,724.02 $753.86
Apr.,2001 20 $24,145.82 22 $4,856.39 $225.93
May 2001 4 $1,677.36 20 $3,700.77 $313.58
June 2001 3 $932.20 31 $8,433.81 $346.90

Total FY 2001 203 $257,864.31 $0.00 294 • $91,549.74 $8,222.62 39% 145%

FISCAL YEAR 2001-02
July, 2001 4 $4,290.29 25 $6,328.36 $293.54
Aug., 2001 6 $9,452.69 18 $2,984.52
Sept., 2001 0 $175.00 25 $4,157.32 $66.29
Oct., 2001 15 $6,439.06 18 $3,174.66 $67.32
Nov., 2001 15 $5,913.63 24 $3,932.41 $194.66
Dec., 2001 36 $21,868.88 • 20 $5,384.19 $502.17
Jan., 2002 56 $27,650.44 38 $11,100.99 $1,008.09
Feb., 2002 27 $14,211.31 $620.55 37 $20,017.87 $861.63
Mar., 2002 8 $6,765.68 36 $10,061.89 $419.16
Apr., 2002 20 $11,296.19 19 $2,196.02 $49.33
May, 2002 - >= 3 $30,852.57 $11,887.80 27 $8,265.67 $538.72
June, 2002 3 $8,636.08 23 $3,418.15 $87.91

Total FY 2002 193 $147,551.82 $12,508.35 310 $81,022.05 $4,088.82 58% 161%

FISCAL YEAR 2002-03
July, 2002 8 $6,915.26 20 $3,308.14 $111.90
Aug., 2002 12 $11,943.66 24 $4,010.98 $47.33
Sept., 2002 6 $1,944.83 19 $4,624.36 $85.25
Oct., 2002 24 $12,167.99 25 $7,131.20 $442.95
Nov., 2002 21 $11,013.41 27 $8,688.51 $624.99
Dec., 2002 32 $15,763.99 23 $7,660.18 $689.95



Jan.,2003 58 $32,391.55
Feb.,2003 33 $18,426.48
Mar. 2003 13 $3,668.17
Apr., 2003
May, 2003

22 $7,149.09 $562.34
40 $13,988.00 $1,122.57
28 $9,342.76 $643.57



ENF_521U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES PAGE: 1
CIVIL RESTITUTION ACTIVITY REPORT DATE: 04/01/2003

CURRENT MONTH 
03/01/2003 TO 03/31/2003

# CASES AMOUNT

ORIG RESTITUTION VALUES ENTERED 13 $3,543.17

HEARING COSTS ASSESSED 5 $125.00
SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00
SALES EXCEEDING RESTITUTION 0

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =
$0.00

RESTITUTION ASSESSED 13 $3,668.17

PAYMENTS 24 $9,124.36-
PAYMENTS AFTER PAST DUE NOTICE 0 $0.00
PAYMENTS AFTER REVOKED NOTICE 4 $218.40-
PAYMENTS FROM COLLECTION EFFORT 0 $0.00
PAYMENTS FROM HRG COST ASSESSED 0 $0.00
DISCOUNTS FOR TIMELY PAYMENTS 15 $643.57-
OVERPAYMENTS 1 $0.46
REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT 0 $0.00
APPLIED CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00
APPLIED EXCEEDING BALANCE DUE 0 $0.00
REFUND OF CONFISCATED COMMOD. 0 $0.00
RETURNED CHECKS 0 $0.00
MISC. ADJUSTMENTS

DEBITS 0 $0.00
CREDITS 0 $0.00

REASSESSMENTS
DEBITS 0 $0.00
CREDITS 1 $148.60-

WRITE-OFFS 0 $0.00
ASSESSMENTS WITHDRAWN 0 $0.00
ADJUDICATION ADJUSTMENTS 0 $0.00
FOUND NOT RESPONSIBLE 0 $0.00
DISMISSED BY D.A. 1 $2,134.47-
CASES VOIDED BY ENFORCEMENT 0 $0.00
OVERTURNED ON APPEAL 0 $0.00
DISMISSED BY ADMIN LAW 1 $1,851.58-

FOOTNOTE:

F O R F E I T  O F  C O N F I S C A T E D  C O M M O D S 0 $0.00



ENF 521U PAGE: 2
DATE: 04/01/2003

# CASES AMOUNT

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
CIVIL RESTITUTION ACTIVITY REPORT

FISCAL YEAR TO DATE
07/01/2002 TO 03/31/2003

ORIG RESTITUTION VALUES ENTERED 207 $113,585.34

HEARING COSTS ASSESSED 23 $650.00
SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00
SALES EXCEEDING RESTITUTION 0 $0.00

RESTITUTION ASSESSED 207 $114,235.34

PAYMENTS 125 $52,026.68-
PAYMENTS AFTER PAST DUE NOTICE 10 $3,402.52-
PAYMENTS AFTER REVOKED NOTICE 21 $6,467.04-
PAYMENTS FROM COLLECTION EFFORT 9 $3,756.98-
PAYMENTS FROM HRG COST ASSESSED 21 $550.00-
DISCOUNTS FOR TIMELY PAYMENTS 90 $4,330.85-
OVERPAYMENTS 10 $2.33
REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT 4 $130.74
APPLIED CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00
APPLIED EXCEEDING BALANCE DUE 0 $0.00
REFUND OF CONFISCATED COMMOD. 0 $0.00
RETURNED CHECKS 0 $0.00
MISC. ADJUSTMENTS

DEBITS 0 $0.00
CREDITS 0 $0.00

REASSESSMENTS
DEBITS 0 $0.00
CREDITS 1 $148.60-

WRITE-OFFS 7 $390.89-
ASSESSMENTS WITHDRAWN 0 $0.00
ADJUDICATION ADJUSTMENTS 5 $8,149.24-
FOUND NOT RESPONSIBLE 8 $3,270.48-
DISMISSED BY D.A. 1 $2,134.47-
CASES VOIDED BY ENFORCEMENT 0 $0.00
OVERTURNED ON APPEAL 0 $0.00
DISMISSED BY ADMIN LAW 2 $3,018.92-

FOOTNOTE:

FORFEIT OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00



ENF 521U PAGE: 3
DATE: 04/01/2003

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
CIVIL RESTITUTION ACTIVITY REPORT

INCEPTION TO DATE
03/31/2003

# CASES AMOUNT

ORIG RESTITUTION VALUES ENTERED 4,597 $3,215,823.88

HEARING COSTS ASSESSED 363 $9,625.00
SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 331 $269,865.45-
SALES EXCEEDING RESTITUTION 138 $58,209.82

===========

RESTITUTION ASSESSED 4,597 $3,013,793.25

PAYMENTS 3,097 $678,558.94
PAYMENTS AFTER PAST DUE NOTICE 34 $8,156.03
PAYMENTS AFTER REVOKED NOTICE 81 $26,207.99
PAYMENTS FROM COLLECTION EFFORT 35 $26,896.22
PAYMENTS FROM HRG COST ASSESSED 190 $4,950.00
DISCOUNTS FOR TIMELY PAYMENTS 2,172 $260,724.72
OVERPAYMENTS 125 $94.27
REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT 62 $11,803.32
APPLIED CONFISCATED COMMODS 17 $44,255.65
APPLIED EXCEEDING BALANCE DUE 5 $6,780.54
REFUND OF CONFISCATED COMMOD. 8 $45,896.70
RETURNED CHECKS 1 $61.75
MISC. ADJUSTMENTS

DEBITS 3 $55.00
CREDITS 13 $10.22

REASSESSMENTS
DEBITS 21 $6,881.15
CREDITS 64 $37,061.90

WRITE-OFFS 990 $1,065,145.70
ASSESSMENTS WITHDRAWN 7 $1,794.95
ADJUDICATION ADJUSTMENTS 30 $20,550.04
FOUND NOT RESPONSIBLE 91 $169,056.29
DISMISSED BY D .A. 1 $2,134.47
CASES VOIDED BY ENFORCEMENT 2 $559.32
OVERTURNED ON APPEAL 1 $524.54
DISMISSED BY ADMIN LAW 2 $3,018.92

** TOTAL OUTSTANDING 349 $735,760.08

FOOTNOTE:

FORFEIT OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 38 $106,941.70



ENF__521U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES PAGE:
CIVIL RESTITUTION ACTIVITY REPORT DATE:

AGING OF SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODITIES

VIOLATION DATE UNKNOWN 0 $0.00
1 - 30 DAYS 0 $0.00

31 - 60 DAYS 2 $150.00
61 - 90 DAYS 5 $4,782.80
91 - 120 DAYS 3 $2,962.65

121 - 150 DAYS 1 $254.65
151 - 180 DAYS 3 $3,261.25
181 - 365 DAYS 45 $47,495.34
OVER ONE YEAR 102 $87,356.28
OVER TWO YEARS 150 $127,753.00
OVER THREE YEARS 837 $565,425.22

** TOTAL AGING 1,148 $839,441.19

AGING OF OUTSTANDING CASES

COLLECTIONS WITH AGENCY:
CAN NOT BE INVOICED 4 $801.90
CURRENT 7 $2,007.44

1 - 30 DAYS 32 $19,404.15
31 - 90 DAYS 34 $17,957.34
91 - 180 DAYS 16 $6,881.52

181 - 365 DAYS 21 $60,566.56
OVER ONE YEAR 127 $131,332.10

COLLECTIONS WITH PRIVATE 
1 - 9 0  DAYS

COLLECTIONS FIRM: 
0 $0.00

91 - 180 DAYS 0 $0.00
181 - 365 DAYS 0 $0.00
OVER ONE YEAR 106 $422,043.53

AMOUNT UNDER PROTEST:
1 - 180 DAYS 0 $0.00

181 - 365 DAYS 0 $0.00
OVER ONE YEAR 2 $74,765.54

** TOTAL AGING 349 $735,760.08

4
04/01/2003



ENF_525U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES PAGE: 1'
CLASS I ACTIVITY REPORT DATE: 04/01/2003

CURRENT MONTH
03/01/2003-03/31/2003

# CASES AMOUNT

FINES 763 $42,450.00
HEARING COSTS

DEBITS 85 $2,275.00
CREDITS 0 $0.00

LATE CHARGES
DEBITS 0 $0.00
CREDITS 0 $0.00

TOTAL DUE $44,725.00

=============
PAID IN FULL 374 $22,755.00-
PARTIAL PAYMENTS 12 $812.00-
ATTORNEY GENERAL COLLECTIONS 0 $0.00
ATTORNEY GENERAL FEES 0 $0.00
DEPT OF REVENUE COLLECTIONS 8 $534.00-
DEPT OF REVENUE FEES 8 $32.00-
WRITE-OFFS 0 $0.00
OVERPAYMENTS 1 $2.50
REFUNDS 2 $22.50
RETURNED CHECKS 0 $0.00
MISC CHANGES

DEBITS 0 $0.00
CREDITS 0 $0.00

ADJUSTMENTS TO VIOLATION
DEBITS 3 $150.00
CREDITS 0 $0.00

VOIDS 31 $1,550.00-
NOT GUILTY 0 $0.00
DISMISSED BY ADMIN LAW 4 $250.00-
DISMISSED BY ENFORCEMENT 0 $0.00
GUILTY/FINE WAIVED 0 $0.00
OVERTURNED ON APPEAL 0 $0.00



ENF_525U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES PAGE: 2
CLASS I ACTIVITY REPORT DATE: 04/01/2003
FISCAL YEAR TO DATE
07/01/2002-03/31/2003

# CASES AMOUNT

FINES 5,396 $299,960.00
HEARING COSTS

DEBITS 2,731 $68,925.00
CREDITS 18 $825.00-

LATE CHARGES
DEBITS 435 $3,316.00
CREDITS 0 $0.00

TOTAL DUE $371,376.00

PAID IN FULL 4,183 $243,865.00-
PARTIAL PAYMENTS 112 $5,582.00-
ATTORNEY GENERAL COLLECTIONS 0 $0.00
ATTORNEY GENERAL FEES 0 $0.00
DEPT OF REVENUE COLLECTIONS 18 $1,176.00-
DEPT OF REVENUE FEES 18 $72.00-
WRITE-OFFS 0 $0.00
OVERPAYMENTS 4 $7.00
REFUNDS 64 $1,992.00
RETURNED CHECKS 2 $150.00
MISC CHANGES

DEBITS 1 $20.00
CREDITS 1 $0.00

ADJUSTMENTS TO VIOLATION
DEBITS 40 $2,350.00
CREDITS 7 $300.00-

VOIDS 224 $11,400.00-
NOT GUILTY 34 $1,750.00-
DISMISSED BY ADMIN LAW 30 $1,550.00-
DISMISSED BY ENFORCEMENT 13 $650.00-
GUILTY/FINE WAIVED 2 $100.00-
OVERTURNED ON APPEAL 0 $0.00



ENF 525U PAGE: 3
DATE: 04/01/2003

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
CLASS I ACTIVITY REPORT

INCEPTION TO DATE
03/31/2003

FINES
HEARING COSTS 

DEBITS 
CREDITS 

LATE CHARGES 
DEBITS 
CREDITS

TOTAL DUE

PAID IN FULL
PARTIAL PAYMENTS
ATTORNEY GENERAL COLLECTIONS
ATTORNEY GENERAL FEES
DEPT OF REVENUE COLLECTIONS
DEPT OF REVENUE FEES
WRITE-OFFS
OVERPAYMENTS
REFUNDS
RETURNED CHECKS 
MISC CHANGES 

DEBITS 
CREDITS

ADJUSTMENTS TO VIOLATION 
DEBITS 
CREDITS 

VOIDS
NOT GUILTY
DISMISSED BY ADMIN LAW 
DISMISSED BY ENFORCEMENT 
GUILTY/FINE WAIVED 
OVERTURNED ON APPEAL

# CASES AMOUNT

103,727 $5,299,467.07

27,441 $686,837.80
19 $10,191.00-

532 $4,068.50
0 $0.00

$5,980,182.37

61,987 $3,288,327.49-
1,578 $72,561.25-

14 $690.00-
33 $345.00-
18 $1,176.00-
18 $72.00-

11,921 $695,077.50-
181 $4,054.28
326 $14,709.81
72 $3,750.00

69 $1,095.00
170 $141.88-

238 $14,000.00
40 $2,300.00-

5,398 $271,500.00-
1,207 $61,350.00-

209 $10,600.00-
39 $1,950.00-

157 $7,900.00-
0 $0.00

TOTAL OUTSTANDING $1,603,800.34



ENF_525U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES PAGE:
CLASS I ACTIVITY REPORT DATE:

AGING OF OUTSTANDING CASES FROM CITATION DATE

COLLECTIONS WITH AGENCY:
CURRENT 550 $30,300.00

1 - 3 0  DAYS 293 $16,900.00
31 - 90 DAYS 234 $15,200.00
91 - 180 DAYS 501 $33,925.00

181 - 365 DAYS 2,022 $154,035.00
OVER ONE YEAR 19,084 $1,339,263.34

COLLECTIONS WITH DEPT OF REVENUE1:
1 - 9 0  DAYS 0 $0.00

91 - 180 DAYS 0 $0.00
181 - 365 DAYS 0 $0.00
OVER ONE YEAR 186 $13,952.00

AMOUNT UNDER PROTEST: 
1 - 180 DAYS 0 $0.00

181 - 365 DAYS 0 $0.00
OVER ONE YEAR 3 $225.00

** TOTAL AGING 22,873 $1,603,800.34

AGING OF OUTSTANDING CASES FROM HEARING DATE

PREHEARING 911 $51,900.00
0 - 9 0  DAYS 640 $41,125.00

91 - 180 DAYS 1,314 $100,110.00
181 - 270 DAYS 435 $33,450.00
271 - 365 DAYS 544 $41,460.00
OVER ONE YEAR 19,029 $1,335,755.34

** TOTAL AGING 22,873 $1,603,800.34

4
04/01/2003



Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

NEWS RELEASE
James H. Jenkins Jr. 

Secretary
2003-088

CONTACT
225/ 765-2925

3/27/03

L.W.F.C. ANNOUNCES AGENDA FOR APRIL MEETING

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission will hold their next monthly meeting on 
Thursday, April 3. It will begin at 10:00 a.m. and will be held in the Louisiana Room of the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Building in Baton Rouge. The agenda for the meeting is as follows:

1. Roll Call
2. Approval of Minutes of March 6, 2003
3. Approval of Minutes of March 10, 2003
4. Commission Special Announcements
5. Notice o f Intent - Alligator Regulations; Consideration of Modification
6. Enforcement and Aviation Reports for March
7. Public Comments - 2003-04 Hunting Seasons and General and WMA Hunting Rules and 

Regulations
8. Public Information Quarterly Report
9. Set August 2003 Meeting Date
10. Public Comments
11. Adjournment

EDITORS: For more information, contact Thomas Gresham at 225/765-2923 
(gresham_tp@wlf.state.la. us).

mailto:gresham_tp@wlf.state.la


March 26, 2003

NEWS RELEASE

APPROVED:

AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by 
the Commission for 10;00 A.M. on Thursday, April 3, 2003, at the
Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of March 6, 2003

3. Approval of Minutes of.March 10, 2003

4. Commission Special Announcements

5. Notice of Intent - Alligator Regulations; Consideration 
of Modification

6. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/March

7. Public Comments - 2003-04 Hunting Seasons & General & WMA 
Hunting Rules & Regulations

8. Public Information Quarterly Report

9. Set August 2003 Meeting Date

10. Public Comments

11. Adj ournment



S+ 0 n
James H . Jenkins, Jr. 

Secretary
Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 

Post Office Box 98000 
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 

(225) 765-2800

M J. “M ike” Foster, Jr.
Governor

March 26, 2003

MEMORANDUM

TO: Chairman and Members of Commis

FROM: James H . Jenkins, Jr., Secretary

SUBJECT: April Commission Meeting Agenda /

The next regular Commission meeting will be held at 10:00 A M. 
on Thursday, April 3, 2003. in the Louisiana Room at the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following items will be discussed:

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of March 6, 2003

3. Approval of Minutes of March 10, 2003

4. Commission Special Announcements 

COMMISSIONER SAGRERA

5. Notice of Intent - Alligator Regulations; Consideration 
of Modification

WINTON VIDRINE

6. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/March 

OFFICE OF WILDLIFE

7. Public Comments - 2003-04 Hunting Seasons & General & WMA 
Hunting Rules & Regulations

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Page 2
Commission Meeting 
March 26, 2003

OFFICE OF FISHERIES 

(None)

PUBLIC INFORMATION SECTION

8. Quarterly Report

9. Set August 2003 Meeting Date

10. Public Comments 

JHJ:sch

cc: Jim Patton
Phil Bowman 
John Roussel 
Craig Lamendola 
Don Puckett 
Dennis Kropog 
Ewell Smith 
Division Chiefs 
Marianne Burke



C O V E R

FAX
S H E E T
To: Terry Denmon

Fax #: 318-361-5036

Subject: Agenda

Date: March 20, 2003

Pages: 3, including this cover sheet.

COMMENTS:

Please call me after you have reviewed the attached agenda. Thanks.

From the desk of...

Susan Hawkins

La. Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries 
P. 0 . Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

1

225-765-2806 
Fax: 225-765-0948
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MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM: 

SUBJECT:

Chairman and Members of Commission 

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 

April Commission Meeting Agenda

The next regular Commission meeting will be held at 10; 00 A.M. 
on Thursday, April 3, 2003. in the Louisiana Room at the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following items will be discussed:

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of March 6, 2003

3. Approval of Minutes of March 10, 2003

4. Commission Special Announcements 

COMMISSIONER SAGRERA

5. Notice of Intent - Alligator Regulations; Consideration 
of Modification

MINTON VIDRINE

6. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/March 

OFFICE OF WILDLIFE

7. Public Comments - 2003-04 Hunting Seasons & General & WMA 
Hunting Rules & Regulations
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Commission Meeting 
, 2003

OFFICE OF FISHERIES

(None)

PUBLIC INFORMATION SECTION

8. Quarterly Report

9. Set August 2003 Meeting Date

10. Public Comments 

JHJ:sch

cc: Jim Patton
Phil Bowman 
John Roussel 
Craig Lamendola 
Don Puckett 
Dennis Kropog 
Ewell Smith 
Division Chiefs 
Marianne Burke
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Chairman and Members of Commission

FROM: James H . Jenkins, Jr., Secretary

SUBJECT: April Commission Meeting Agenda

The next regular Commission meeting will be held at 10; 00 A.M. 
on Thursday, April 3, 2003. in the Louisiana Room at the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following items will be discussed:

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of March 6, 2003

3. Approval of Minutes of March 10, 2003

COMMISSIONER SAGRERA

5. ^  Alligator Regulations ",

WINTON VIDRINE

6. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/March 

OFFICE OF WILDLIFE

7. Public Comments - 2003-04 Hunting Seasons & General & WMA 
Hunting Rules & Regulations

§ 4. Commission Special Announcements



Hawkins, Susan

From :
S en t:
To:
Co:
S u b ject:

Foote, Karen
Wednesday, March 19, 2003 10:34 AM 
Roussel, John E
Hawkins, Susan; Porch, Pat; Abbott, Janet 
No Marine Fisheries agenda items for April at this point

i



Ja m es  H .  J e n k in s ,  J r .

Secre tary

March 5, 2003

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(225) 765-2800

M J. “M ike” Foster, Jr. 
Governor

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT

Please write on the bottom of this, memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Tuesday, March 18th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, April 3rd Commission Meeting to be held in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 
2000 Quail Drive.' This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on April 
3rd. .If you do not have anything for the agenda, please return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife, 
Assistant Secretary-Office of Fisheries apd Confidential 
Assistant

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secrt 

Commission Meeting Agenda - April 3, 2003

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JHJ/sch
cc: Commissioners

Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine / 
Tommy Prickett ̂  
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Brandt Savoie 
Ewell Smith 
Marianne Burke

A n  E qual O p p o r tu n i ty  E m p lo y e r
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Darrell Dupont P-O. Box 7 5 5, Cameron, LA 70631

Mr. Phil E. Bowman 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Box 9800
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 

Dear Mr. Bowman,

The Louisiana Trapper and Alligator Hunter Association would like to request equal 
time to discuss the issue of alligator returns at the Commission meeting on April 3,2003. 
The Association has hired Ted Joanen to speak on its behalf. Please add us to the agenda.

Thank you.

Darrell Dupont

FEB 1 0 2003
OFFICE Or irviLi f, H



Ja m e s  H .  J e n k in s ,  J r .

Secre tary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(225) 765-2800

March 5, 2003

M.J. “Mike” Foster, Jr. 
Governor

MEMORANDUM

TO: Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife,
Assistant Secretary-Office of Fisheries apd Confidential 
Assistant

FROM: James H. Jenkins, Jr., Seer

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - April 3, 2003
Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 

Hawkins by Tuesday. March 18th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, April 3rd Commission Meeting to be held in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on April 
3rd. .If you do not have anything for the agenda, please return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JHJ/sch
cc: Commissioners

Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Tommy Prickett 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Brandt Savoie 
Ewell Smith ^
Marianne Burke v

A n  E qual O p p o r tu n i ty  E m p lo y e r



Ja m es  H .  J e n k in s ,  J r .

Secre tary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(225) 765-2800

M  J. “Mike” Foster, Jr.
Governor

March 5, 2003

MEMORANDUM

TO: Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife, 
Assistant Secretary-Office of Fisheries apd Confidential 
Assistant

Fisheries apd

FROM: James H . Jenkins, Jr. , Seer-

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - April 3, 2003

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Tuesday. March 18th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, April 3rd Commission Meeting to be held in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on April 
3rd. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JHJ/sch 
CC: Coi

Marianne Burke

Wynnette Kees 
Brandt Savoie 
Ewell Smith

Winton Vidrine 
Tommy Prickett 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote

Commissioners 
Don Puckett

A n  E q u a l O p p o r tu n i ty  E m p lo y e r



James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife & Fisheries M.J. “Mike” Foster, Jr.
Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Governor

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(225) 765-2800

March 5, 2003

MEMORANDUM

TO: Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife,
Assistant Secretary-Office of Fisheries ajad Confidential 
Assistant

FROM: James H . Jenkins; Jr., Seer

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - April 3, 2003
Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 

Hawkins by Tuesday. March 18th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, April 3rd Commission Meeting to be held in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on April 
3rd. .If vou do not have anything for the agenda, please return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JHJ/sch
cc: Commissioners

Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine ̂ 
Tommy Prickett 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Brandt Savoie 
Ewell Smith 
Marianne Burke

A n  E qual O p p o r tu n i ty  E m p lo y e r



Ja m es  H .  J e n k in s ,  J r .

Secre tary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(225) 765-2800

M.J. “Mike” Foster, Jr.
Governor

March 5, 2003

MEMORANDUM

TO: Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife,
Assistant Secretary-Office of Fisheries apd Confidential 
Assistant

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - April 3, 2003
Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 

Hawkins by Tuesday. March 18th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, April 3rd Commission Meeting to be held in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on April 
3rd. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

Winton Vidrine 
Tommy Prickett 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Brandt Savoie 
Ewell Smith 
Marianne Burke

FROM: James H. Jenkins, Jr., Seer'

JHJ/sch
cc: Commissioners

Don Puckett

A n  E qual O p p o r tu n i ty  E m p lo y e r



James H . Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife & Fisheries M.J. “M ike" Foster, Jr.
Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Governor

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(225) 765-2800

March 5, 2003

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Tuesday. March 18th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, April 3rd Commission Meeting to be held in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on April 
3rd. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JHJ/sch
cc: Commissioners

Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Tommy Prickett 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Brandt Savoie 
Ewell Smith 
Marianne Burke

Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife, 
Assistant Secretary-Office of Fisheries apd Confidential 
Assistant

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secr<

Commission Meeting Agenda - April 3, 2003

A n  E qual O p p o r tu n i ty  E m p lo y e r
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James H . Jenkins, Jr. 
Secretary

MEMORANDUM

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(225) 765-2800 I

March 5, 2003 1

M.J. “Mike” Foster, Jr. 
Governor

TO:

FROM:

Undersecretary, Assistant Secrfetary-Office of Wildlife, 
Assistant Secretary-Office of Fisheries apd Confidential 
Assistant

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Seer

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - April 3, 2003
Please write on the bottom of this jmemo and return to Susan 

Hawkins by Tuesday, March.18th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, April 3rd Commission Meeting to be held in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife; and Fi sVipiti êa. nn-51 ri-i nn


