
 

 

 NOTICE OF INTENT 
 
 Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
 Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
 

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby advertises its 

intent to establish landing restrictions and reporting 

requirement on recreational possession of yellowfin tuna.  

Reporting is designed to collect better harvest information on 

this state and federal cooperatively managed species. 

TITLE 76 

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

PART VII. FISH AND OTHER AQUATIC LIFE 

Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishing 

§361. Tuna - Harvest Regulations 

A. – C. ... 

D. Permits 

1. Recreational: Persons aboard a vessel whether 

within or outside Louisiana territorial waters possessing any of 

the following tuna species: Atlantic bluefin tuna, yellowfin 

tuna, bigeye tuna, skipjack tuna and albacore are required to 

have a valid federal recreational tuna permit and a recreational 

offshore landing permit in their immediate possession on board 

the vessel.   

D.2. – E. ... 

F. Landing Restrictions  



 

 

1. When possessing recreationally harvested 

yellowfin tuna on a vessel within Louisiana territorial waters a 

written harvest report must be maintained on such vessel 

indicating the date harvested, time put on board, permit number 

of the person catching the fish, location of catch and length of 

the fish.  It is the responsibility of the person catching the 

fish or in the case of a chartered vessel the licensed captain 

to record and maintain such information on the vessel in order 

to legally possess the fish.  Any person possessing such fish 

without such documentation shall be considered to be in 

violation of this section.  Harvest report forms will be made 

available by the department online to recreational offshore 

landing permit holders, but do not necessarily have to be used 

as long as the proper information is recorded and maintained and 

available for immediate inspection on the fishing vessel. 

2. No person shall transfer yellowfin tuna at sea.  

No person shall offload yellowfin tuna from a fishing vessel 

which were taken or possessed recreationally, prior to being 

validated by contacting the toll free number provided or other 

means approved by the department to validate the yellowfin tuna 

caught and possessed.  When such validation is made, an 

authorization code will be provided which shall be recorded on 

the harvest report associated with that fish.  The information 

required on the harvest report must be provided when validating 



 

 

the catch in order to obtain an authorization code.  In the case 

where a minor possesses the yellowfin tuna the guardian of such 

minor shall be responsible for the documentation and validation. 

Failure to abide by these rules and regulations shall constitute 

a violation of this section and shall be fined in accordance 

with the provisions of a class one violation pursuant to R.S. 

56:31. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with 

R.S.56:6(25)(a), R.S. 56:326.1, R.S. 56:326.3, and R.S. 

56:320.2(C) and R.S. 56:6(34). 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 26:2834 

(December 2000), amended LR 27:2269 (December 2001), LR . 

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

is authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of 

the Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of 

intent and final rule, including but not limited to, the filing 

of the fiscal and economic impact statement, the filing of the 

notice of intent and final rule and the preparation of reports 

and correspondence to other agencies of government.   

Interested persons may submit written comments relative to 

the proposed rule to Mr. Joey Shepard, Office of Fisheries, 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 

70898-9000, prior to Thursday, February 2, 2012. 



 

 

In accordance with Act No. 1183 of 1999, the Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 

issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the 

preceding Notice of Intent.  This Notice of Intent will have no 

impact on the six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B). 

Stephen W. Sagrera 

Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


