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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING
OF

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

Tuesday, May 18, 1993

Vice-Chairman Peter Vujnovich presiding.

Perry Gisclair 
Joseph B. Cormier 
Tee John Mialje/ich

Chairman Bert Jones, Commissioners Jimmy Jenkins and Jeff Schneider 
were not in attendance.

Secretary Joe L. Herring was also present.

Vice-Chairman Vujnovich explained this was his first time 
chairing a Commission Meeting and asked all his friends there to 
have patience with him. He then stated the topic of discussion for 
the Special Meeting was Reconsideration of Opening Date for 1993 
Spring Inshore Shrimp Season. Mr. Corky Perret began by reading 
into the record letters from Commissioner Schneider, Commissioner 
Jenkins and Chairman Jones.

Mr. Perret mentioned House Concurrent Resolution 252 and 
Senate Concurrent Resolution 155 that passed through both chambers 
which directed the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to 
open shrimp season in Zone 2 by May 20, 1993. Then, Mr. Perret 
read the "Whereas” and "Therefore Be It Resolved" portions of the 
Concurrent Resolution into the record. He then reminded everyone 
of events that occurred during the May 6, 1993 Commission Meeting 
and the Informational Meeting held May 11, 1993. Additional
information from data collected during Weeks 18 and 19 was 
presented which included graphs of the Catch Per Effort and Mean 
Size (mm) for Weeks 18 and 19. Another graph showed the latest 
projections for Zone 2 and Mr. Perret stated the 50% criteria line 
would be crossed on June 3, instead of June 4 as stated at the May 
6th meeting.

Commissioner Mialjevich asked Mr. Perret to compare Weeks 18 
and 19 and explain the large jump that would occur on May 31. 
Commissioner Cormier asked for an explanation on the growth of 
shrimp in mm size. Commissioner Gisclair asked on what day did 
Week 19 stop; what day of the week was the testing done in Week 19; 
what days would the biologists be sampling for Week 20; what does 
the wording in the Resolutions "there is just cause to suspend the 
100 count per pound criteria for the 1993 spring inshore shrimp 
season" mean; and has the use of this criteria been suspended in 
the estimation for shrimp. Commissioner Cormier asked, if the 
opening date for the shrimp season was pushed forward, would it



affect the shrimp crop for next year? and, by suspending the 
criteria this year, would it have to be suspended next year also.

Vice-Chairman Vujnovich then called for Public Comments.

Roy Borne, Roy Shrimp Company, Leeville, handed out a price 
list to the Commission Members and asked that the season be pushed 
ahead. Mr. Borne recommended the opening date should be May 24th.

Tee Roy Borne, Roy Shrimp Company, Leeville, stated the big 
boats want the opening date later and the smaller boats want it 
earlier. When the season began last year, they were not buying 
much 80-100, they were buying 40-50 and 50-60. He added the 80- 
100 count was not law, it was just a criteria the Department used. 
Vice-Chairman Vujnovich asked Mr. Borne what date he recommended 
opening the season. Mr. Borne stated May 24th because of Hurricane 
Andrew and the lack of numbers of shrimp that would be available 
and everyone needed to make a living. Vice-Chairman Vujnovich 
mentioned that the weather and everything else had worked against 
the shrimp industry this year.

Commissioner Mialjevich complimented Mr. Borne for his 
statement and stated there should be a fair compromise. He then 
stated he was only looking to possibly change the opening date in 
Zone 2, had looked at the data and then asked the group to comment 
on a fair compromise date of May 26.

Commissioner Gisclair stated June 7 was not the date 
recommended for Zone 2, but this date was only for a statewide 
opening. He felt that the 50% criteria may be met on the first of 
June.

Commissioner Cormier also stated he was for a compromise. He 
said the Department's data is what he based his decision on, but 
also understood how the moon phase would affect the shrimpers. He 
knew that a change in the date would not adversely affect the 
shrimp industry on a long term basis and was willing to compromise 
but felt there was a need for an equitable solution.

Mr. Ricky Griffin, a concerned shrimper, asked for a fair 
share in the inside waters. He also stated, that not only are the 
big boats hurting but so are the little boats, and felt that 
opening on May 17 would be too early. Commissioner Mialjevich 
asked Mr. Griffin his recommended date. Mr. Griffin answered the 
24th or 26th.

Mr. Henry Charpentier, a concerned shrimper, was in favor of 
leaving the season opening on June 7. Then he asked what price the 
shrimpers would get for the small shrimp that are 100 to the pound. 
He felt that taking the small shrimp would destroy the crop and 
there was a need to have a late date with the shrimp season because 
of the small size.
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Mr. Ted Loupe clarified some statements that were made after 
one of the Commission Meetings. Then he gave several reasons for 
attending the meeting, such as, the whole scenario was not being 
looked at, and asked who would really pay the price for opening 
the season earlier because of political pressure. If the season 
was opened earlier than the Department or Commission wanted to, and 
if the crop would be destroyed because of this pressure, then they 
should not be responsible for the spring crop. Mr. Loupe asked Mr. 
Ferret how many crops of shrimp would there be for the spring 
harvest, how many are there normally in the estuaries, was any of 
the biology based on the wintering shrimp, and would the wintering 
stock be large enough to carry the shrimpers through the season. 
He then stated that the shrimpers may destroy more shrimp with all 
the boats than could pass through the Pass and that there may be 
less than a two week season. Vice-Chairman Vujnovich asked Mr. 
Loupe what date he would recommend. Mr. Loupe stated, if the 
season had to be moved up, he would like it to open close to the 
first of June, when the 50% criteria would parallel because there 
would only be one crop available this year.

Mr. Bill Chauvin, a representative for the American Shrimp 
Processors Association, began by stating his appreciation to the 
Commissioners for expressing their views on a compromise and noted 
the three members not in attendance probably would not agree. It 
was reported, after the Informational Meeting, that the Processors 
wanted an earlier opening date, but hoped that the data would 
change so there could be an earlier season. The Legislature can 
not make the shrimp grow. The price of the shrimp was anticipated 
to be not much over a $1.00 per pound for the peeled wholesale 
product which meant the fisherman would get about 30 cents per 
pound. The processors are very concerned about the 100 count and 
smaller shrimp and a statewide opening and felt a compromise was 
in order. Mr. Chauvin recommended the end of the month for opening 
shrimp season.

Mr. Jervis Eymard, a concerned shrimper, asked Mr. Ferret what 
mesh size nets the samples are taken with. He stated that, with 
the small webbing, you would not catch any large shrimp. Then he 
told of a fisherman using a standard size net fishing behind the 
Department's staff and catching 80-100. He went into the Pass and 
caught shrimp in the size of 40-50 and 50-60, and as each front 
moved through, the sizes were getting smaller. He recommended 
opening like the Legislature said, from the 20th to no later than 
the 26th.

Mr. Charlie Kerner, Justice of the Peace, Lafitte, stated his 
wife works for Lafitte Frozen Foods and they depend upon the small 
shrimp as well as the big shrimp. A meeting was held in Lafitte 
and was attended by 300 to 400 fishermen who told the Mayor that 
they were being treated unfairly, with the opening date of June 7 
being too late. At the meeting, it was asked what date the
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shrimpers wanted and they said May 17th because you can only shrimp 
during the months of May and June. Mr. Kerner also stated the data 
did not tell you what the economic impact would be and that the 
people needed to be put to work. He then asked for the earliest 
possible date to open the season.

Mr. Wilton Coulon, a concerned fisherman, commented that if 
the shrimp are small and the season was opened, then a lot of 
shrimp would be killed and asked, "why do you catch small shrimp 
when their are nice size shrimp in your catch also?" He felt there 
should be an earlier opening date no later than May 24th and also 
felt the Department could recommend an earlier date.

Mr. Abel Danos, Golden Meadow, stated not everyone would be 
satisfied, and the shrimp would grow. He then requested the 
Department pull a small legal size trawl to know what was behind 
it and a larger trawl to know what was on hand and would be 
leaving. He said the fishermen are hurting and they need as much 
time to work as possible. He recommended an earlier opening date.

Vice-Chairman Vujnovich commented everyone has the same 
problems and everyone has been suffering for the last two or three 
years. In the future, the shrimp industry would have to change.

Mr. Ronald Collins, Quality Seafood Company, Leeville, stated 
that, for the past 25 years, the shrimp season has always opened 
before May 25th. The season depends on the first two or three 
weeks in May which has proven to be the most productive time. If 
the season was opened on June 7th, the shrimp would be on the 
decline. At the end of June, the white shrimp begin to show and 
you would only end up with a two or three week season. He 
recommended opening Zone 2 on May 20th but not later than May 24th.

Mr. Steven Charpentier, a fisherman for 44 years, stated he 
did not know how long it would take for shrimp to grow from the 
100 count to 50-60 or 60-70 count which would be a good shrimp to 
harvest. Continuing, he knew of a Department biologist that found 
shrimp that were 415 to the pound. The biologists, and not the 
Commission, know what size the shrimp are out there and not a 
fisherman could say when a shrimp would grow to a certain size. 
Then he recommended leaving the opening date at June 7th and not 
a day earlier.

Mr. Farrel Charpentier, a concerned shrimper with a big boat, 
recommended the June 7th date and not a day earlier also. He asked 
the Commissioners to base their decisions on the Department's 
findings and to trust their findings and their own instincts. "If 
you go with a compromise, you would be compromising the shrimp 
crop." The reason for the late season was not anyone's fault, it 
was Nature.
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Mr. Calvin "Fox" Cheramie, commended the Commissioners that 
were in attendance and reminded the Commission that they have the 
authority to close the season up to 3 miles offshore if the shrimp 
are too small. He did not recommend a specific date for opening 
the shrimp season.

Mr. Jeff Toups, a concerned shrimper with a big boat, agreed 
with waiting until the shrimp are bigger and with the Department's 
recommendation to open on June 7th. He disagreed with the idea 
that the little boats can not go to the mouth of the Pass and 
shrimp. Also, he could not understand the reason for the meeting 
and stated the season should be delayed.

Mr. Scott St. Pierre, a concerned shrimper, expressed that 
opening the season when the count was 100 to the pound was too 
early, but there should be consistency with the count when the 
season was opened. If the shrimp are too small, then the season 
should be closed everywhere.

Mr. Gene Adams recommended opening the season on May 21st. 
The June 7th date was a "people's date" so the season would open 
statewide. The fluctuation of boats was the biggest recognizable 
problem. Then he asked Mr. Perret what size was considered a 
wintering shrimp, and explained about shrimp leaving with the moon 
phases. He asked Mr. Perret if the Department tests Brazilian 
shrimp and where are the 21-25 and the 26-30'that are supposed to 
be in the inside waters. He has never seen the shrimp get to that 
size, even as late as July.

Mr. Darryl Orgeron, a fisherman, stated he was for the June 
7th date, but added that if the season was opened sooner, it should 
be open statewide.

Mr. Michael Callais stated he agreed with the June 7th opening 
date. He questioned what percentage would go out if the season 
did open on the 7th, and stated that trawling could be done on the 
beach. He said if the Commission follows what the Governor's 
Office wants, then the Commission was useless and commented the 
season would be bad.

Mr. Allen Charpentier, owner of a 73 foot boat, suggested 
staying with the scientific data and with the June 7th opening date 
so there would be bigger shrimp.

Mr. Jimmy Toups, a fisherman, stated that not only would there 
be a late season for the shrimp, but for the gardens as well. He 
was ready to go shrimping now but felt it would not be worth it and 
it would kill the crop. If it would help out, Mr. Toups suggested 
opening the shrimp season statewide on May 31st and if the shrimp 
are too small on the beach, then the season should be closed.
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Mr. Robert Charpentier believed the data that was presented. 
Then he stated, if the season had to be opened earlier, it should 
be the first of June. He wanted to catch the bigger shrimp.

Mayor Tim Kerner, Lafitte, thanked the four Commissioners for 
being present at the meeting. He commented that if the season was 
opened late, the shrimpers would not be trawling for anything 
because the shrimp would have left. The people in Lafitte asked 
Mayor Kerner to request an earlier date. The Legislature passed 
the Resolutions because there were over 400 signatures on a 
petition. Then Mayor Kerner asked everyone to stop fighting and 
let everyone make a living.

Mr. Jimmy Plaisance, a shrimper, was in favor of opening the 
season on June 7th. If the season had to be opened earlier, he 
said, try to delay it as much as possible.

Vice-Chairman Vujnovich noted that he had not made up his mind 
and was just listening to the comments. He also stated he would 
use the comments to make the best decision possible.

Mr. Emery Eymard commented there was not a little boat he knew 
of that wanted to trawl for 30 cents a pound. He suggested the 
little boats should trawl along the beach and was in favor of the 
late season.

Mr. Kip Douet, a worker in both the inshore and offshore 
waters, commented even after the August season opened, there are 
still brown shrimp being caught. He also suggested the little 
boats should try to trawl along the beach and was in favor of the 
June 7th date.

Mr. Barry Griffin was in favor of the late opening and felt 
everyone could catch shrimp if they would try.

Mr. Lawrence Charpentier, a boat captain for 38 years, was in 
favor of the late season. He felt he could not make a living 
catching shrimp and only getting 30 to 60 cents a pound. If the 
shrimp are too small, the season should stay closed so they can 
grow and suggested listening to what the biologists report.

Mr. Dobie Guidry, a commercial shrimper, felt it was time for 
a change and suggested trying a later opening date.

Mr. Joey Bouziga, representing the town of Golden Meadow, 
presented the Commission with a copy of a Resolution requesting the 
season be opened on May 24th. The community of Golden Meadow 
supports the trawlers. Mr. Bouziga then read the Resolution into 
the record.

6



Mr. Willie Guidry, Lockport, stated this was the only place 
he has ever seen where small shrimp are killed all the time. He 
recommended the late opening date.

Mr. Wayne Cheramie was in favor of the June 7th date because 
a living can not be made with the small shrimp.

Mr. Michael Lorraine was in favor of the late opening date 
because the shrimp are small. He advised not letting the 
politicians or people tell you when to open the season, let the 
data tell you when to open. Of the people that signed the 
petitions, how many are fishermen? If the season was opened 
earlier, then Mr. Lorraine hoped it would be statewide. He knew 
of people behind Leeville and Grand Isle shrimping in the inside 
waters and felt it was not fair.

Mr. Jack Lafonte, a commercial fisherman, stated the 
Commission could regulate the business. He also stated a statewide 
opening would save the crop and felt it was needed. If the season 
was segmented into Zones for opening, the price for the shrimp 
would drop.

Mr. Bill Dekemel, East Bank Commercial Fishermen, expressed 
concern over having to compromise with the June 7th opening date 
for Zone 1 when only 39% of the crop would be 100 count. The 
reason for the meetings, according to Mr. Dekemel, was because the 
Commission did not do their job and that was the use of zones. He 
believed the shrimp in Zone 2 moved differently than in Zone 1 and 
the Department data reflects what was in the bays. He agreed Zone 
2 should be opened earlier, but also stated how much earlier would 
depend upon the Commission members. Mr. Dekemel felt the 
Resolutions from the Legislature had no legal binding on the 
Commission and then requested the Commission not bow to the 
political pressure. Two considerations were made by Mr. Dekemel 
and these were the economic impact and impact on the shrimp.

Mr. Leo Kerner commented the shrimp that come from the Gulf 
are small, stay small and then leave the inside waters small. What 
the Commission should do is find a market for the small shrimp. 
No one can make it any different. He expressed the need to open 
the season around May 15th. If you catch shrimp on May 1st that 
are 100 to the pound, you will catch them on June 1st and June 20th 
100 to the pound. The weather condition was the boss. He asked 
for the Commissioners to consider setting the season for May 24th.

Vice-Chairman Vujnovich thanked all that spoke during the 
Public Comment period. But, he informed the group, no matter what 
decision was made, everyone would not be satisfied.

Commissioner Gisclair clarified that the June 7th date was not 
the date proposed for Zone 2, but it was a people number to try to 
get all zones to open together. The projected date for Zone 2 was
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June 4th, and now the projected date is around the first of June. 
Going on, Commissioner Gisclair objected to what Mr. Dekemel said 
about this could have been decided in one meeting. The people that 
voiced their opinion after the May 6th Commission Meeting should 
be allowed a chance to speak. The law states that a public meeting 
has to be held if the Commission should reconsider the opening date 
for the shrimp season in a particular zone and that was the reason 
for the meeting of May 18. There was reference to the Resolutions, 
and Commissioner Gisclair noted the Legislature could have passed 
a state statute that would have dictated a date to open the season. 
Commissioner Gisclair informed everyone the Commission members do 
not get paid for being a board member. He also noted that an 
inquiry was made to the Department attorney's about making a 
statewide change and he was advised that it could not be done 
because the meeting was called to consider the date in Zone 2 only. 
He thanked everyone for attending the meeting and thanked them for 
their comments and then stated, if they would have attended the 
first meeting, it would have been handled at the first meeting.

Commissioner Cormier asked Mr. Puckett if the public comments 
period was over and if it was the Commissioners decision now. Mr. 
Puckett advised he was correct.

Commissioner Gisclair asked Commissioner Mialjevich about a 
compromise on May 26th, and added he felt the middle for him would 
be around June 1st. This was taking into consideration only what 
was presented at the meeting. His tally for the recommended dates 
went as follows: 2 between the 20th and the 24th; 8 for the 24th; 
2 for the 26th; 1 for the 31st; 17 for the 7th and 3 for the 1st 
and asked the opinions of the other Commissioners.

Vice-Chairman Vujnovich stated he regretted the three zones 
could not be represented at the meeting and, no matter what 
decision was made, there would still be people that would say it 
was not done right.

Commissioner Cormier stated the biologists showed in their 
report that if the weather improved, there could be an improvement 
in the resource. A reasonable earlier date would not be that 
detrimental to the future resources according to the biologists. 
The Commission listened to the verbal comments but he tallied there 
were 15 that disagreed with changing the dates and the remainder 
of the 34 speakers would not mind a change in the date. The only 
problem for the Commission was to determine which date to change 
it to. Commissioner Cormier then asked Vice-Chairman Vujnovich 
what was the difference in the two draft resolutions in their 
packets.

Commissioner Gisclair advised that you would have the Memorial 
Day weekend with the sport fishermen if the season was opened 
before Friday, May 28. He felt Monday, May 31st would be better 
and you would only be fighting the sport fishermen one day. Also,
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Commissioner Gisclair stated the 31st falls right between May 24th 
and June 7th.

Commissioner Cormier made a motion to accept the Resolution, 
after studying the data and hearing the public comments, and moved 
to open that portion of Zone 2 from the South Pass of the 
Mississippi River to the Atchafalaya River Ship Channel out to 
Eugene Island at 6:00 a.m. on May 26th. He further moved that the 
Declaration of Emergency read the same date. Vice-Chairman 
Vujnovich asked for a second to Commissioner Cormier's motions.

Commissioner Mialjevich noted this was a tough decision. But, 
if you stayed with June 7th or the 14th or 20th, you would not have 
a compromise. He then questioned, if everyone could not get 
together and compromise, how would they be able to fight TED's, by- 
catch or anything else. Then, Commissioner Mialjevich asked Mr. 
Don Puckett if the Concurrent Resolution dictated to the Commission 
a date to open the season and was the 50% criteria with the 100 
count rescinded.

Commissioner Gisclair reminded Vice-Chairman Vujnovich there 
was a motion on the floor and since there was not a second, it 
died. Vice-Chairman Vujnovich asked for any other motions? 
Commissioner Mialjevich reminded the group the date May 26th was 
put out so the Commission could receive public comments. Then he 
stated if the people that wanted May 17th did not want to give and 
the people on June 7th did not want to give, then what do you have?

Vice-Chairman Vujnovich reminded the Commission's action would 
only affect Zone 2 and not Zones 1 and 3. Commissioner Gisclair 
also reminded that Zones 1 and 3 did not want to change. The 
people in Zone 2 made a request to talk about changing the date. 
Commissioner Gisclair then pointed out that the Resolution referred 
to only a portion of Zone 2 and that part would be from the South 
Pass of the Mississippi River to the Atchafalaya River Ship Channel 
out to Eugene Island. The Vermilion Bay area did not want to 
change. He also noted there would be a moon on June 4th and felt 
the shrimpers should not miss a second moon.

Commissioner Cormier explained his reason for suggesting May 
26th. The biologists have stated things were improving and he had 
no problem with any date after May 26th. However, he noted, if 
things were to get worse, the season could be closed.

Secretary Herring stated the public comments period was closed 
and whatever decision the Commissioners made, that would be the 
end.

Commissioner Gisclair said there was nothing cut and dried 
before the meeting began. Vice-Chairman Vujnovich reiterated what 
Commissioner Gisclair stated was true and that he tries to do what 
is best for the State and the people. Commissioner Cormier stated
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he takes advice from the Department's staff and felt the people 
should accept the staff's recommendations, even if it was not what 
they wanted to hear.

Commissioner Gisclair read a portion of the Resolution with 
the date of May 31st at 6:00 a.m. included in it and then made it 
as a motion. Commissioner Cormier seconded the motion. The motion 
passed. Vice-Chairman Vujnovich stated the shrimp season would 
open on May 31st and then thanked everyone for coming to the 
meeting.

(The full text of the Resolution 
and Declaration of Emergency is 
made a part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the traditional management criteria used by the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries in recommending the 
opening dates for the spring inshore shrimp season shall 
be based on the population of shrimp in each zone 
reaching such a size that 50% or more of the shrimp are 
100 count per pound or larger, and

WHEREAS, biological data presented at the May 6, 1993 Commission 
meeting showed that the 1993 brown shrimp crop was 
projected to meet the 100 count per pound management 
criteria in shrimp management Zone 2 on June 4, 1993 and 
in Zones 1 and 3 on June 9, 1993, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its 
May 6, 1993 meeting after hearing public testimony set 
the spring inshore shrimp season to open statewide at 
6:00 a.m. June 7, 1993, and

WHEREAS, on May 18, 1993, the Commission heard additional public 
testimony indicating that the June 7, 1993 opening date 
will create excessive economic hardships on the residents 
of portions of Zone 2 who are commercial shrimpers,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission finds that there is just cause to alter the 
opening date for the 1993 spring inshore shrimp season 
in Zone 2, and

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission hereby opens the spring inshore 
shrimp season in a portion Zone 2, which is that portion 
of Louisiana's inside waters as described in R.S. 56:495, 
from South Pass of the Mississippi River to the 
Atchafalaya River Ship Channel out to Eugene Island at 
6:00 a.m. May 31, 1993.
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Peter Vujnovich for Bert H. Joe L. Herring, Secretary
Jones, Chairman, Louisiana Louisiana Department of Wildlife
Wildlife & Fisheries Commission & Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 
and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedure Act and R.S. 
56:497, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby finds that an 
imminent peril to the public welfare exists and accordingly adopts 
the following emergency rule:

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby 
change the opening date for the 1993 spring inshore shrimp season 
in a portion of Zone 2, which is that portion of Louisiana's inside 
waters, as described in R.S. 56:495, from South Pass of the 
Mississippi River to the Atchafalaya River Ship Channel out to 
Eugene Island to open at 6:00 a.m. on May 31, 1993.

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission finds that the 
current economic conditions in a portion of coastal Louisiana 
within Zone 2 necessitate that the residents of that area be 
allowed to return to their work as commercial shrimpers as soon as 
possible.

Peter Vujnovich 
Vice-Chairman

Commissioner Gisclair made a motion to Adjourn and was
seconded by Vice-Chairman Vujnovich.

K Herring
Secretary
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LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

Tuesday, May 18, 1993

Vice-Chairman Peter Vujnovich presiding.

Perry Gisclair 
Joseph B. Cormier
Tee John Mialjevich / V

Chairman Bert Jones, Commissioners Jimmy JenkinsX and Jeff 
Schneider were not in attendance. ' ^

Secretary Joe L. Herring was also present.

Vice-Chairman Vujnovich explained this was his first time 
chairing a Commission Meeting and asked all his friends there to 
have patience with him. He then stated the topic of discussion for 
the Special Meeting was Reconsideration of Opening Date for 1993 
Spring Inshore Shrimp Season. Mr. Corky Ferret began by reading 
into the record letters from Commissioner Schneider,
Commissioner Jenkins and Chairman Jones.

Mr. Ferret mentioned House Concurrent Resolution 252 and 
Senate Concurrent Resolution 155 that passed through both chambers 
which directed the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to 
open shrimp season in Zone 2 by May 20, 1993. Then, Mr. Ferret 
read the "Whereas" and "Therefore Be It Resolved” portions of the 
Concurrent Resolution into the record. He then reminded everyone 
of events that occurred during the May 6, 1993 Commission Meeting 
and the Informational Meeting held May 11, 1993. Additional 
information from data collected during Weeks 18 and 19 was 
presented which included graphs of the Catch Per Effort and Mean 
Size (mm) for Weeks 18 and 19. Another graph showed the latest 
projections for Zone 2 and Mr. Ferret stated the 50% criteria line 
would be crossed on June 3, instead of June 4 as stated at the May 
6th meeting.

Commissioner Mialjevich asked Mr. Ferret to compare Weeks 18 
and 19 and explain the large jump that would occur on May 31. 
Commissioner Cormier asked for an explanation on the growth of 
shrimp in mm size. Commissioner Gisclair asked on what day did 
Week 19 stop; what day of the week was the testing done in Week 19; 
what days would the biologists be sampling for Week 20; what does 
the wording in the Resolutions "there is just cause to suspend the 
100 count per pound criteria for the 1993 spring inshore shrimp 
season" mean; and has the use of this criteria been suspended in 
the estimation for shrimp. Commissioner Cormier asked, if the 
opening date for^shrimp season was pushed forward, would it affect

H it



the shrimp crop for next year? and, by suspending the criteria this 
year, would it have to be suspended next year also.

Vice-Chairman Vujnovich then called for Public Comments.

Roy Borne, Roy Shrimp Company, Leeville/ handed out a price 
list to the Commission Members and asked/'the season be pushed 
ahead. Mr. Borne recommended the opening date should be May 24th.

Tee Roy Borne, Roy Shrimp Company, Leeville, stated the big 
boats want the opening date later and the smaller boats want it 
earlier. When the season began last year, they were not buying 
much 80-100, they were buying 40-50 and 50-6£j? aadithe 80-100 count 
was not law, it was just a criteria the Department used. Vice- 
Chairman Vujnovich asked Mr. Borne what date he recommended opening 
the season. Mr. Borne stated May 24th because of Hurricane Andrew^Wk/ 
the lack of numbers of shrimp that would be available and everyone 
needed to make a living. Vice-Chairman Vujnovich mentioned that 
the weather and everything else had been against the shrimp 
industry this year. WWti&T

_ Commissioner Mialjevich complimented Mr. Borne for his
statement ancT^eit there should be a fair compromise. He then 
stated he was only looking to possibly change the opening date in 
Zone 2, had looked at the data and then asked the group to comment 
on a fair compromise date of May 26.

Commissioner Gisclair stated June 7 was not the date 
recommended for Zone 2, but this date was only for a statewide
opening. 
June.

He felt that the 50% criteria may oropt/on the first o# - 4

Commissioner Cormier also stated he was for a compromise.///The 
Department's data is what he based his decision oruUDut also 
understood how the moon phase would affect the shrimpers. He knew 
that a change in the date would not adversely affect the shrimp 
industry on a long term basis and was willing to compromise but 
felt there was a need for an equitable solution.

Mr. Ricky Griffin, a concerned shrimper, asked for a fair 
share in the inside waters. He also stated tha^jiot only are the 
big boats hurting but so are the little boats, and felt that 
opening on May 17 would be too early. Commissioner Mialjevich 
asked Mr. Griffin his recommended date. Mr. Griffin answered the
24th or 26th. ovy

Mr. Henry Charpentier, a concerned shrimper, was in favor of 
leaving the season/ fea? June 7. Then he asked what price— the 
shrimpers would get for the small shrimp that are ^  100 to the 
pound. He felt that taking the small shrimp would destroy the crop 
and there was a need to have a late date with the shrimp season 
because of the small size.
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Mr. Ted Loupe clarified some statements that were made after 
one of the Commission Meetings Then he gave several reasons for 
attending the meeting, such ag^-the whole scenario was not being 

— TooK£cT“at] and stated who would really pay the price for opening 
the season earlier because of political pressure. If the season 
was opened earlier than the Department or Commission wanted to, and 
if the crop would be destroyed because of this pressure, then they 
should not be responsible for the spring crop. Mr. Loupe asked Mr. 
Ferret how many crops of shrimp would there be for the spring 
harvest, how many are there normally in the estuaries, was any of 
the biology based on the wintering shrimp, and would the wintering 
stock be large enough to carry the shrimpers through the season.
He then stated that the shrimpers may destroy more shrimp with all 
ie" boats than %bat could pass through the Pass and that there may 

be less than a two week season. Vice-Chairman Vujnovich asked Mr. 
Loupe what date he would recommend. Mr. Loupe stated^if the season 
had to be moved up, he would like it to open close to the first of 
June, when the 50% criteria would parallel because there would only 
be one crop available this year.

Mr. Bill Chauvin, a representative for the American Shrimp 
Processors Association, began by stating his appreciation to the 
Commissioners for expressing their views on a compromise and noted 
the three members not in attendance probably would not agree. It 
was reported, after the Informational Meeting, that the Processors 
wanted an earlier opening date, but hoped that the data would 
change so there could be an earlier season. The Legislature can 
not make the shrimp grow. The price of the shrimp was anticipated 
to be not much over a $1.00 per pound for the peeled wholesale 
product which meant the fisherman would get about 30 cents -to the/^/f 
pound. The processors are very concerned about the 100 count and 
smaller sRFTmp^ a statewide opening and felt a compromise was in 
order. Mr. Chauvin recommended the end of the month for opening 
shrimp season.

Mr. Jervis Eymard, a concerned shrimper, asked Mr. Ferret what 
mesh size nets/are\the samples)taken with. He stated tha^with the 
small webbing, you would not catch any large shrimp. Then he told 
~or a rishermafP^thot' atas using a standard size net fishing behind
the Department's stafr ana catching 80-100. He went into 
the Pass and caught shrimp in the size of 40-50 and 50-60, and as 
each front moved through, the sizes were getting smaller. He 
recommended opening like the Legislature said^from the 20th to no 
later than the 26th. /

Mr. Charlie Kerner, Justice of the Peace, Lafitte, stated his 
wife works for Lafitte Frozen Foods and they depend upon the small 
shrimp as well as the big shrimp. A meeting was held in Lafitte 
and was attended by 300 to 400 fishermen who told the Mayor that 
they were being treated unfairly^with the opening date of June 7 
being too late. At the meeting/ it was asked what date d@d""the
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shrimpers want and they said May 17th because you can only shrimp 
during the months of May and June. Mr. Kerner also stated the data 
did not tell you what the economic impact would be and that the 
people needed to be put to work. He then asked for the earliest 
possible date to open the season.

Mr. Wilton Coulon, a concerned fisherman, commented that if 
the shrimp are small and the season was opened, then a lot of 
shrimp would be killed and aske^xyhy do you catch small shrimp when 
their are nice size shrimp in^ your catch also?*' He felt there 
should be an earlier opening date -bet no rater than May 24th ana 
also felt the Department could recommend an earlier date.

Mr. Abel Danos, Golden Meadow, stated not everyone would be 
satisfied, and the shrimp would grow, yz^^hen requested the 
Department pull a small legal size trawl to know what was behind
it and_a larger trawl to know what was on hand and would be
leaVtfigTVjtfhe fishermen are hurting and they need as much time to 
work as possible. He recommended an earlier opening date.

Vice-Chairman Vujnovich commented everyone has the same 
problems and everyone has been suffering for the last two or three 
years. In the future, the shrimp industry would have to change.

Mr. Ronald Collins, Quality Seafood Company, Leeville, stated f/##. 
for the past 25 years, the shrimp season has always opened before 
May 25th. The season depends on the first two or three weeks in 
May which has proven to be the most productive time. If the season 
was opened on June 7th, the shrimp would be on the decline. At the 
end of June, the white shrimp begin to show and you would only end 
up with a two or three week season. He recommended opening Zone 
2 on May 20th but not later than May 24th.

Mr. Steven Charpentier, a fisherman for 44 years, stated he 
did not know how long it would take for shrimp to grow from the 
100 count to 50-60 or 60-70 count which would be a good shrimp to 
harvest. Continuing, he knew of a Department biologist that found 
shrimp that were 415 to the pound. The biologist^and not the 
CommissTon%know& what size the shrimp are out there and not a 
fisherman /could say when a shrimp would grow to a certain size. 
Then he recommended leaving the opening date at June 7th and not 
a day earlier.

Mr. Parrel Charpentier, a concerned shrimper with a big boat, 
recommenaecf/june 7th date and not a day earlier also. He asked the 
Commissioners to base their decisions on the Department's findings 
and to trust their findings and yeur own instincts. \^f you go with 
a compromise, you would be compromising the shrimp crop3^ The 
reason for the late season was not anyone's fault, it was Nature.

Mr. Calvin "Fox" Cheramie, commended the Commissioners that 
were in attendance and reminded the Commission that they have the
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authority to close the season up to 3 miles offshore if the shrimp 
are too small. He did not recommend a specific date for opening 
the shrimp season. dH-h

Mr. Jeff Toups, a concerned shrimper with a/big boat, agreed 
with waiting until the shrimp are bigger and/the Department's 
recommendation to open on June 7th. He disagreed with the S&et 
that the little boats can not go to the mouth of the Pass and 
shrimp. Also, he could not understand the reason for the meeting 
and stated the season should be delayed.

Mr. Scott St. Pierre, a concerned shrimper, expressed that 
. opening the season when the count was 100 to the pound was too 

smativvbut there should be consistency with the count when the 
f seasdn was opened. If the shrimp are too small, then the season 

should be closed everywhere.

he
Mr. Gene Adams recommended opening the season on May 21st. 

The June 7th date was a^people1 s date^so the season would open 
statewide. The fluctuation of boats was the biggest recognizable 

TRerry askedproblemT Mr. Perret what size was considered a 
wintering shrimp, and explained about shrimp leaving with the moon 
phases. He asked Mr. Perret if the Department testiZ Brazilian 
shrimp and where are the 21-25 and the 26-30 that are suppos&fto 
be in the inside waters. He has never seen the shrimp get to that 
size^even as late as July.

Mr. Darrylyurgeron, a fisherman, stated he was for the June 
7th datgf- ^ut/if the season was opened sooner, it should be open 
statew;

Mr. Darrylyurgeron, a fishe 
datef- ^ut/if the season was 
:ewiae. f a

eiycallai^p7stcMr. Michael/Callai^f stated he agreed with the June 7th 
opening date. $6en questioned what percentage would go out if the 
season did open,on the 7t^vand stated that trawling could be done 
on m e  oeach. Y^f the Commission follows what the Governor's Office 
wants, then the Commission was useless and commented the season 
would be bad.

Mr. Allen Charpentier, owner of a 73 foot boat, suggested 
staying with the scientific data and with the June 7th opening date 
so there would be bigger shrimp.

Mr. Jimmy Toups, a fisherman, stated that not only would there 
be a late season for the shrim^cbut for the gardens as well. He 
was ready to go shrimping now but felt it would not be worth it and 
it would kill the crop. If it would help out, Mr. Toups suggested 
opening the shrimp season statewide on May 31st and if the shrimp 
are too small on the beach, then the season should be closed.
hi1 Mr. Robert Charpentier believed the data that was presented. 

Then| statecLM-f the season had to be opened earlier, it should be 
the first dr JuneyteSk. wanted to catch the bigger shrimp.



Mayor Tim Kerner, Lafitte, thanked the four Commissioners for 
being present at the meeting. He commented that if the season was 
opened late, the shrimpers would not be trawling for anything 
because the shrimp would have left. The people in Lafitte asked 
Mayor Kerner to request an earlier date. The Legislature passed 
the Resolutions because there were over 400 signatures on a 
petition. Then Mayor Kerner asked everyone to stop fighting and 
let everyone make a living.

Mr. Jimmy Plaisance, a shrimper, was in favor of opening 
season on June 7th. If the season had to be opened earlier, 
to delay it as much as possible.

Vice-Chairman Vujnovich noted that he had not made up his mind 
and was just listening to the comments. He also stated he would 
use the comments to make the best decision possible.

Mr. Emery Eymard commented there was not a little boat he knew 
of that wanted to trawl for 30 cents a pound. He suggested the 
little boats should trawl along the beach and was in favor of the 
late season.

Mr. Kip Douet, a worker both the inshore and offshore 
waters, commented even after the August season opened, there are 
still brown shrimp being caught. He also suggested the little 
boats should try to trawl along the beach and was in favor of the 
June 7th date.

Mr. Barry Griffin was in favor of the late opening and felt 
everyone could catch shrimp if they would try.

Mr. Lawrence Charpentier, a boat captain for 38 years, was in 
favor of the late season. He felt he could not make a living 
catching shrimp and only getting 30 to 60 cents a pound. If the 
shrimp are too small, the season should stay closed so they can 
grow and suggested listening to what the biologists report.

Mr. Dobie Guidry, a commercial shrimper, felt it was time for 
a change and suggested trying a later opening date.

Mr. Joey Bouziga, representing the town of Golden Meadow, 
presented the Commission with a copy of a Resolution requesting the 
season be opened on May 24th. The community of Golden Meadow 
supports the trawlers. Mr. Bouziga then read the Resolution into 
the record.

Mr. Willie Guidry, Lockport, stated this was the only place 
he has ever seen where small shrimp are killed all the time. He 
recommended the late opening date.



Mr. Wayne Cheramie was in favor of the June 7th date because 
a living can not be made with the small shrimp.

Mr. Michael Lorraine was in favor of the late opening date 
because the shrimp are small. He advised not letting the 
politicians or people tell you when to open the season, let the 
data tell you when to open. Of the people that signed the 
petitions, how many are fishermen? If the season was opened 
earlier, then Mr. Lorraine hoped it would be statewide. He knew 
of people behind Leeville and Grand Isle shrimping in the inside 
waters and felt it was not fair.

Mr. Jack Lafonte, a commercial fisherman, stated the 
Commission could regulate the business. He also stated a statewide 
opening would save the crop and felt it was needed. If the season 
was segmented into Zones for opening, the price for the shrimp 
would drop.

Mr. Bill Dekemel, East Bank Commercial Fisherm^ii, expressed 
concern over having to compromise with the June 7th opening date 
for Zone 1 when only 39% of the crop would be 100 count. The 
reason for the meetings, according to Mr. Dekemel^was because the 
Commission did not do their job and that was the use of zones. He __ 
believed the shrimp in Zone 2 moved differently than a3@>,ttees*''in 
Zone 1 and the Department data reflects what was in the bays. He 
agreed Zone 2 should be opened earliei^but also stated how much 
earlier would depend upon the Commission members. Mr. Dekemel felt 
the Resolutions from the Legislature had no legal binding -#se6^on" 
the Commission and then requested the Commission not bow to the 
political pressure. Two considerations were made by Mr. Dekemel 
and these were the economic impact and impact eff the shrimp.

Mr. Leo Kerner commented the shrimp that come from the Gulf 
are small, stay small and then leave the inside waters small. What 
the Commission should do is find a market for the small shrimgpaset'^7 
no one can make it any different. He expressed the need to open 
m e  season around May 15th. If you catch shrimp on May-i«t thgt 
are 100 to the pound, you will catch -agir^nTjune 1st and June 20th j, 
100 to the pound. The weather condition was the bosg^angTasked lor 
the Commissioners to consider setting the season for May 24th.

Vice-Chairman Vujnovich thanked all that spoke during the 
Public Comment period. But, he informed the group, that'Tib matter 
what decision was made, everyone would not be satisfied.

Commissioner Gisclair clarified that the June 7th date was not 
the date proposed for Zone 2, but it was a people number to try to 
get all zones to open together. The projected date for Zone 2 was 
June 4th, and now the projected date is around the first of June. 
Going on, Commissioner Gisclair objected to what Mr. Dekemel said 
about this could have been decided in one meeting. The people that 
voiced their opinion after the May 6th Commission Meeting should



=eason-fezL tho^abe allowed a chance to speak^wae^
The law states that a piiBlic meeting has to be held if the

rad-mo oti-ogT" ^

Commission should reconsider the opening date for the shrimp season 
in a particular zone and that was the reason for the meeting of May y? ,
18. There was reference to the Resolution^fĉ w h irf̂ r~Conmissioner ^  
Gisclair noted the Legislature could have^passed a state statute 
that would have dictated a date to open the season. Commissioner 
Gisclair informed everyone the Commission members do not get paid ^
for being a board member. He also informed m a t  an” inquiry was 
made to the Department attorney1s about making a statewide change 
and he was advised that it could not be done because the meeting 
was called to consider the date in Zone 2 only. He thanked 
everyone for attending the meeting and thanked them for their 
comments and then state^xJ-f they would have attended the first 
meeting, it would have been handled at the first meeting.

Commissioner Cormier asked Mr. Puckett if the public comments 
period was over and if it was the Commissioners decision now. Mr. 
Puckett advised he was correct.

Commissioner Gisclair asxed Commissioner Mialjevich about a 
compromise on May 26th, and/he felt the middle for him would be 
around June 1st. This was taking into consideration only what was 
presented at the meeting. His tally for the recommended dates went 
as follows: 2 between the 20th and the 24th; 8 for the 24th? 2 for 
the 26th? 1 for the 31st; 17 for the 7th and 3 for the 1st and 
asked the opinions of the other Commissioners.

ffofcsJre
Vice-Chairman Vujnovich^regretted the three zones could not 

be represented at the meeting'an^no matter what decision was made, 
there would still be people that'would say it was not done right.

Commissioner Cormier stated the biologists showed in their 
report that if the weather improved, there could be an improvement 
in the resource. A reasonable earlier date would not be that_ 
detrimental to the future resources wa&r-alBQ ..statod— by^the 
biologists. The Commission listened to the verbal comments but he 
tallied there were 15 that disagreed with changing the dates and 
the remainder of the 34 speakers would not mind a change in the «=»
date. The only problem for the Commission was to determine which 
date to change it to. Commissioner Cormier then asked Vice- 
Chairman Vuj novich what was the difference in the two draft 
resolutions in their packets.

Commissioner Gisclair advised that you would have the Memorial 
Day weekend with the sport fishermen if the season woutd—bo ^
before Friday, May 28. He felt Monday, May 31st would be better 
and you would only be fighting the sport fishermen one day. Also, <
Commissioner Gisclair stated the 31st falls right between May 24th 
and June 7th.
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Commissioner Cormier made a motion to accept the Resolution, 
after studying the data and hearing the public comments, and moved 
to open1! portion of Zone 2 from the South Pass of the Mississippi 
River to the Atchafalaya River Ship Channel out to Eugene Island 
at 6:00 a.m. on May 26th. He further moved that the Declaration 
of Emergency read the same date. Vice-Chairman Vujnovich asked for 
a second to Commissioner Cormier's motions.

Commissioner Mialjevich noted this was a tough decision. But, 
if you stayed with June 7th or the 14th or 20th, you would not have 
a compromise. He then questioned, if everyone could not get 
together and compromise, how would they be able to fight TED's, by- 
catch or anything else. Then, Commissioner Mialjevich asked Mr.
Don Puckett if the Concurrent Resolution dictated to the Commission 
a date to open the season and was the 50% criteria with the 100 
count rescinded.

Commissioner Gisclair reminded Vice-Chairman Vujnovich there 
was a motion on the floor and since there was not a second, it 
died. Vice-Chairman Vujnovich asked for any other motions? 
Commissioner Mialjevich reminded the group the date May 26th was 
put out so the Commission could receive public comments. Then he 
stated if the people that wanted May 17th did not want to give and 
the people on June 7th did not want to give, then what do you have?

Vice-Chairman Vujnovich reminded the Commission's action would 
only affect Zone 2 and not Zones 1 and 3. Commissioner Gisclair 
also reminded that Zones 1 and 3 did not want to change. The 
people in Zone 2 made a request to talk about changing the date. 
Commissioner Gisclair then pointed out that the Resolution referred 
to only a portion of Zone 2 and that part would be from the South 
Pass of the Mississippi River to the Atchafalaya River Ship Channel 
out to Eugene Island. The Vermilion Bay area did not want to 
change. He also noted there would be a moon on June 4th and felt 
the shrimpers should not miss a second moon.

Commissioner Cormier explained his reason for suggesting May 
2 6th. The biologists have stated things were improving and he had ^  
no problem with any date after May 26th. However,/ir tnings were 
to get worse, the season could be closed.

Secretary Herring stated the public comments period was closed 
and whatever decision the Commissioners made, that would be the 
end.

Commissioner Gisclair said there was nothing cut and d 
before the meeting began. Vice-Chairman Vujnovich reiterated what 
Commissioner Gisclair stated was true and that he tries to do what 
is best for the State and the people. Commissioner Cormier stated 
he takes advice from the Department's staff and felt the people 
should accept the staff's recommendationr ~ven if it was not what
they wanted to hear.



Commissioner Gisclair read a portion of the Resolution with 
the date of May 31st at 6:00 a.m. included in it and then made it 
as a motion. Commissioner Cormier seconded the motion. The motion 
passed. Vice-Chairman Vujnovich stated the shrimp season would 
open on May 31st and then thanked everyone for coming to the 
meeting.

(The full text of the Resolution 
and Declaration of Emergency is 
made a part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the traditional management criteria used by the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries in recommending the 
opening dates for the spring inshore shrimp season shall 
be based on the population of shrimp in each zone 
reaching such a size that 50% or more of the shrimp are 
100 count per pound or larger, and

WHEREAS, biological data presented at the May 6, 1993 Commission 
meeting showed that the 1993 brown shrimp crop was 
projected to meet the 100 count per pound management 
criteria in shrimp management Zone 2 on June 4, 1993 and 
in Zones 1 and 3 on June 9, 1993, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its 
May 6, 1993 meeting after hearing public testimony set 
the spring inshore shrimp season to open statewide at 
6:00 a.m. June 7, 1993, and

WHEREAS, on May 18, 1993, the Commission heard additional public 
testimony indicating that the June 7, 1993 opening date 
will create excessive economic hardships on the residents 
of portions of Zone 2 who are commercial shrimpers,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission finds that there is just cause to alter the 
opening date for the 1993 spring inshore shrimp season 
in Zone 2, and

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission hereby opens the spring inshore 
shrimp season in a portion Zone 2, which is that portion 
of Louisiana's inside waters as described in R.S. 56:495, 
from South Pass of the Mississippi River to the 
Atchafalaya River Ship Channel out to Eugene Island at 
6:00 a.m. May 31, 1993.
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Peter Vujnovich for Bert H. 
Jones, Chairman, Louisiana 
Wildlife & Fisheries Commission

Joe L. Herring, Secretary 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife 
& Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 
and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedure Act and R.S. 
56:497, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby finds that an 
imminent peril to the public welfare exists and accordingly adopts 
the following emergency rule:

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby 
change the opening date for the 1993 spring inshore shrimp season 
in a portion of Zone 2, which is that portion of Louisiana's inside 
waters, as described in R.S. 56:495, from South Pass of the 
Mississippi River to the Atchafalaya River Ship Channel out to 
Eugene Island to open at 6:00 a.m. on May 31, 1993.

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission finds that the 
current economic conditions in a portion of coastal Louisiana 
within Zone 2 necessitate that the residents of that area be 
allowed to return to their work as commercial shrimpers as soon as 
possible.

Commissioner Gisclair made a motion to Adjourn and was 
seconded by Vice-Chairman Vujnovich.

Peter Vujnovich 
Vice-Chairman

Joe L. Herring 
Secretary

JLH:sch
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Bert H Jones
P.O. BOX 248 

SIMSBORO, LA. 71275 
318/247-3741

May 18, 1993

Joe L. Herring, Secretary 
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries 
P. 0. Box 98000 
Baton Route, LA 70898-9000

Re: Special Commission Meeting 5/18/93

D e a r  J o e :

I thought I would be able to juggle my schedule to get to 
Baton Rouge this afternoon. My visitors from Atlanta did not 
make it here this morning and are due here around 3:00.

At our May 6, 1993 meeting we as a commission voted unani­
mously to open shrimp season on June 7, 1993. This was the recom­
mendation from the Department. The data concerning shrimp and 
their projected growth has not changed since our last meeting.
The majority of the calls I've received are not in favor of opening 
any sooner. As of Monday, 38 of 49 calls received by the Depart­
ment are satisfied with the present opening date.

Since the shrimp data has not changed and the Department’s 
recommendation hasn't changed, I strongly urge you to keep the 
season as it is presently set.

We as a commission should not let political pressure over­
rule the decision made from good sound biological information.
How many shrimp too small to sell will be killed? Don't let a 
minority group of shrimpers make what appears to be a poor shrimp 
season worse.

Bert Jones 
Chairman

BJ/rk
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W I L D L I F E  A N D  F I S H E R I E S  C O M M I S S I O N  
JO H N  F. 'V E F F ’ SCHNEIOER 

MEMBER 
RT. I, B O X  801

L O R A N O E R .  L O U I S I A N A  > 0 4 4 6  
sox,e7e-e?33

May 17, 1993

Mr. Joe L Herring, Secretary 
LWF
P.O. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, La, 70898-9000

Dear Joe:

Due to a direct conflict with the special Commission meeting 
called for Tuesday, May 18th. at 4:00 p.m., I will be unable 
to attend. Would you please provide a copy of this letter to 
each Commissioner and have it read into the record?

As of today, the Department's staff informs me that nothing has 
changed in our current shrimp situation. This is truly unfortunate 
since it appears we will have a poor season when our fishermen are 
anxious to earn some much-needed income. To open the season too 
early would only aggravate the poor economic circumstances and 
I urge each Commissioner to pay careful attention to the Staff's 
explanation of the negative aspects of such a move. We spend 
millions of dollars managing this resource and no state has finer 
data with which to work, J stand behind our department's re­
commendations and our unanimous vote at our last meeting. Although 
changing the season may be politically correct, I doubt that it 
will help correct what mother nature has placed before us. If 
the conditions warrant, X would prefer to leave the season open 
alittle longer-.- at the end than open it too early.

The public input that has come before me is strongly in favor of 
leaving the season as it is although X know that the current 
dates can not please everyone.

Best regards.

John F."Jeff" Schneider 
JFS/lwm

An Equal Opportunity Employer



DRAFT
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the traditional management criteria used by the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries in recommending the 
opening dates for the spring inshore shrimp season shall 
be based on the population of shrimp in each zone reaching 
such a size that 50% or more of the shrimp are 100 count 
per pound or larger, and

WHEREAS, biological data presented at the May 6, 1993 Commission 
meeting showed that the 1993 brown shrimp crop was 
projected to meet the 100 count per pound management 
criteria in shrimp management Zone 2 on June 4, 1993 and 
in Zones 1 and 3 on June 9, 1993, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its May 
6, 1993 meeting after hearing public testimony set the 
spring inshore shrimp season to open statewide at 6:00 
a.m. June 7, 1993, and

WHEREAS, on May 18, 1993 the Commission heard additional public 
testimony indicating that the June 7, 1993 opening date 
will create excessive economic hardships on the residents 
of portions of Zone 2 who are commercial shrimpers,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission finds that there is just cause to alter the 
opening date for the 1993 spring inshore shrimp season in 
Zone 2, and

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife
Commission hereby opens the spring inshore shrimp season 
in a portion Zone 2, which is that portion of Louisiana's 
inside waters as described in R.S. 56:495, from South 
Pass of the Mississippi River to the Atchafalaya River 
Ship Channel out to Eugene Island at 6:00 a.m. ff\p 
1993.



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 
and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedures Act and R.S. 
56:497 the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby finds that an 
imminent peril to the public welfare exists and accordingly adopts 
the following emergency rule:

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby 
change the opening date for the 1993 spring inshore shrimp season 
in a portion of Zone 2, which is that portion of Louisiana's inside 
waters, as described in R.S. 56:495, from South Pass of the 
Mississippi River to the Atchafalaya River Ship Channel out to 
Eugene Island to open at 6:00 a.m. on 1993.

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission finds that the 
current economic conditions in a portion of coastal Louisiana 
within Zone 2 necessitate that the residents of that area be 
allowed to return to their work as commercial shrimpers as soon as 
possible.



Resolution 958

A Written Resolution was presented
supporting the efforts of our local
fishermen in the opening of the May
Shrimp Season.

Whereas, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of 
Golden Meadow realize the urgency in opening the inside trawling 
season; and

Whereas, the local shrimpers have proven that the inside 
catch is sufficient to open inside shrimping on May 24th ; and

Whereas, these people's livelyhood depends on this first 
season's catch to be sufficient enough to compensate for off 
season expenses and cost of living.

Now Therefore Be It Resolved by the Mayor and Board of Aider- 
men of the Town of Golden Meadow that the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries open the Inside Shrimp Season on or before ________
May 24. 1993 .

Thus Done and Passed this 17th Day of May, 1993.

By motion of Dave Adams_______ , seconded by Joey Bouziga ;
all agreed.

Jervis Autin 
Mayor

Attest:

Lula Auenson
Town CLerk
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Louisiana Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries
P.D. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, La. 70898-9000
Re: Trawling Season

To whom it may concern:

As a business of South Louisiana, Golden Meadow Hardware, Inc, 
along with most business establishments in this area depend 
heavily on the trawlers’ business for this time of the year. 
The delay of the opening of the "May Season" directly affects 
the trawlers themselves and the businesses they deal with.

With taking this into consideration, we ask and hope that you 
open the season as soon as possible.

We appreciate your time and are hoping for a lengthy and 
prosperous season with your help and consideration.

Sincerely,

GOLDEN MEADOW HARDWARE, INC.

--
Miles Bouvier 
Owner

Employees:
^ \ ar] (fâ 'd.Qau.cA.

MB/nc
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PIGGLy VIIGGLy ADAMS 
19t 7 SOUTH BAyOU DRIVE 
GOLDEN MEADOW,LA 70357 
MAy 17,1993

DEPT. OF WILDLIFE & FISHERIES 
REF: SHRIMP SEASON OPENING

PLEASE TAKE EVERV CONSIDERATION OF THE LIVES OF THE PEOPLE WHO 
LIVE AND WORK IN THIS AREA AND ALSO THE DETRIMENTAL EFFECTS A 
LATE SHRIMP SEASON OPENING WOULD HAVE ON ALL OF US IN THIS AREA.

WE HAVE BEEN ANXIOUSLy AWAITING THE OPENING. OUR BUSINESS IS DOWN 
AND WILL REMAIN DOWN UNTIL THE SEASON OPENING. MUCH IS RIDING ON 
A PROSPEROUS SEASON, NOT ONLV FOR OUR STORE BUT FOR ALL 
BUSINESS'S ON THIS BAYOU.
xWOULD yOU PLEASE MOVE UP THE OPENING DATE TO ASSIST US 7

SINCERELY

JIM RODRIGUE 
OWNER/MANAGER 
PIGGLy WIGGLy ADAMS
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Resolution 958

A Written tlesolutioh was presented 
supporting the efforts of our local 
fishermen in the opening of the May 
Shrimp Season.

Whereas, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of 
Golden Meadow realize the urgency in opening the inside trawling 
season; and

Whereas, the local shrimpers have proven that the inside 
catch is sufficient to open inside shrimping on May 24th ; and

Whereas, these people's livelyhood depends on this first 
season's catch to be sufficient enough to compensate for off 
season expenses and cost of living.

Now Therefore Be It Resolved by the Mayor and Board of Aider- 
men- of the Town of Golden Meadow that the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries open the Inside Shrimp Season on or before ________
May 24. 1993 ■

Thus Done and Passed this 17th Day of May, 1993.

By motion of Dave Adams_______ , seconded by Joey Bouziga ;
all agreed.

Jervis Autin 
Mayor

Attest:

Lula Auenson 
Town CLerk



CERTIFICATE

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that the foregoing is an

exact copy of a resolution adopted on _____ May 17th______ , 1993,

by the governing authority of the Town of Golden Meadow, State 

of Louisiana, at a meeting thereof regularly convened and after 

proper notice thereof having been given; and I further certify 

that the same remains in full force and effect.

_________ Town of Golden Meadow__________ __, State of Louisiana,

this ■_____17th________ day of May , 1993.

Lula Auenson
Town Clerk

v >' z •- •



SPECIAL COMMISSION MEETING 
ROLL CALL

Tuesday, May 18, 1993 
Baton Rouge, LA

Wildlife and Fisheries Building

Attended

Bert Jones (Chairman) 

Jimmy Jenkins 

Perry Gisclair 

Tee John Mialjevich 

Joseph Cormier 

Jeff Schneider 

Peter Vujnovich

Absent

Mr. Chairman:

There are
4

Commissioners in attendance and we have a quorum.

Secretary Herring is also present.



AGENDA
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

BATON ROUGE, LA 
May 18, 1993 

4:00 PM

1. Roll Call

2. Reconsideration of Opening Date for 1993 Spring Inshore 
Shrimp Season
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the traditional management criteria used by the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries in recommending the 
opening dates for the spring inshore shrimp season shall 
be based on the population of shrimp in each zone reaching 
such a size that 50% or more of the shrimp are 100 count 
per pound or larger, and

WHEREAS, biological data presented at the May 6, 1993 Commission 
meeting showed that the 1993 brown shrimp crop was 
projected to meet the 100 count per pound management 
criteria in shrimp management Zone 2 on June 4, 1993 and 
in Zones 1 and 3 on June 9, 1993, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its May 
6, 1993 meeting after hearing public testimony set the 
spring inshore shrimp season to open statewide at 6:00 
a.m. June 7, 1993, and

WHEREAS, on May 18, 1993 the Commission heard additional public 
testimony indicating that the June 7, 1993 opening date 
will create excessive economic hardships on the residents 
of portions of Zone 2 who are commercial shrimpers,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission finds that there is just cause to alter the 
opening date for the 1993 spring inshore shrimp season in 
Zone 2, and

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife
Commission hereby opens the spring inshore shrimp season 
in a portion Zone 2, which is that portion of Louisiana's 
inside waters as described in R.S. 56:495, from South 
Pass of the Mississippi River to the Atchafalaya River
Ship Channel out to Eugene Island at 6:00 a.m. ________ ,
1993.



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 
and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedures Act and R.S. 
56:497 the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby finds that an 
imminent peril to the public welfare exists and accordingly adopts 
the following emergency rule:

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby 
change the opening date for the 1993 spring inshore shrimp season 
in a portion of Zone 2, which is that portion of Louisiana's inside 
waters, as described in R.S. 56:495, from South Pass of the 
Mississippi River to the Atchafalaya River Ship Channel out to 
Eugene Island to open at 6:00 a.m. on ______ , 1993.

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission finds that the 
current economic conditions in a portion of coastal Louisiana 
within Zone 2 necessitate that the residents of that area be 
allowed to return to their work as commercial shrimpers as soon as 
possible.
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Joe L. Herring 
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

FROM: John E. Roussel, Acting Administrator
Marine Fisheries Division

RE: Updated Biological Shrimp Data

DATE: May 13, 1993

Please find attached an update of the biological data projecting when 50% of the brown 
shrimp in Zone 2 will be 100 count (whole shrimp per pound) and larger. As you will note, 
when comparing the data that was presented at the May 6th "shrimp meeting" and the chart 
depicting the data from this week (May 10-15) there is no significant change in the date when 
Zone 2 brown shrimp reach 100 count.

If you need additional information, please advise.

JER/PEB/lar

c: Joe Herring
Corky Ferret

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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SRS 93-1444 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 1993

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. < j W / 5 S

BY SENATORS NUNEZ AND ULLO AND REPRESENTATIVE PATTI c

WILDLIFE/FISHERIES DEPT. Directs the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission to open the inshore brown shrimp season in Zone 2 
by May 20, 1993.

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To direct the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to open the 

inshore brown shrimp season in Zone 2 by May 20, 1993. 

WHEREAS, historically the inshore brown shrimp season in Zone 2 

usually opens after the first week in June; and

WHEREAS, this "year the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 

Commission has set the Zone 2 opening date for June 7th, a decision 

supposedly based on biological data; and

WHEREAS, biological data notwithstanding, those commercial 

fisherman who make a living in Zone 2 have asked the commission for a 

May 20th opening date; and
•  4

WHEREAS, this request is based on generations of hands-on 

knowledge from fishermen who believe that if the opening date is moved 

back there will be no shrimp to fish; and

WHEREAS, the shrimpers believe, based on tidal cycles, that the 

brown shrimp will move from the coastal areas out to sea and a June

Page 1 of 2



SRS 93-1444 ORIGINAL

1 opening date will cause them to miss these movements; and

2 WHEREAS, the commission has the power to override biological

3 considerations in favor of economic considerations.

4 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of Louisiana

5 directs the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to open the inshore

6 brown shrimp season in Zone 2 by May 20, 1993.

7 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be

8 transmitted to the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.

The original instrument and the following digest, which 
constitutes no part of the legislative instrument, were prepared 
by Arthur E. McEnany.

DIGEST

Directs the La. Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to open the inshore 
brown shrimp season by May 20, 1993.

Page 2 of 2
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HLS 93-3183 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 1993

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 2 5 ^
BY REPRESENTATIVES PATTI, ALARIO, BERGERON, ODINET, SIRACUSA, MITCH 

THERIOT AND STEVE THERIOT AND SENATORS CHABERT, NUNEZ AND ULLO

FISHING/SHRIMP: Directs the La. Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to
open the spring inshore shrimp season in Zone 2 on May 24, 1993

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To direct the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to open the 

spring inshore shrimp season in Zone 2, that portion of

Louisiana's inside waters as described in R.S. 56:495, from 

South Pass of the Mississippi River to the western shore of

Vermilion Bay and the Southwest Pass of Marsh Island at six

o'clock a.m. on May 24, 1993.

WHEREAS, the traditional management criteria used by the 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries in recommending the opening 

dates for the spring inshore shrimp season shall be based on the 

population of shrimp in each zone reaching such a size that fifty 

percent or more of the shrimp are one hundred count per pound or

larger; and

WHEREAS, if hydrological and environmental conditions improve 

during the month of May, the shrimp crop may grow at an accelerated 

rate; and

WHEREAS, the current economic conditions in a portion of coastal 

Louisiana within Zone 2 necessitate that the residents of that area 

be allowed to return to their work as commercial shrimpers as soon as 

possible; and

WHEREAS, the June 7, 1993, opening date will create excessive 

economic hardships on the residents of portions of Zone 2 who are 

commerical shrimpers.

Page 1 of 2
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HLS 93-3183 ORIGINAL

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that, the Legislature of Louisiana does 

hereby find that there is just cause to suspend the one hundred count 

per pound criteria for the 1993 spring inshore shrimp season.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Legislature of Louisiana does 

hereby direct the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to open 

the spring inshore shrimp season in Zone 2, that portion of 

Louisiana's inside waters as described in R.S. 56:495, from South 

Pass of the Mississippi River to the western shore of Vermilion Bay 

and the Southwest Pass of Marsh Island at six o'clock a.m. on May 24, 

1993.

DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services. 
It constitutes no part of the instrument.

Patti, et al HCR No.

Directs the La. Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to open the spring 
inshore shrimp season in Zone 2 at 6:00 a.m. on May 24, 1993.

TV
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Joe L  Herring 
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898*9000 
(504)765-2800 
May 12, 1993

Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor

Mr. Bert Jones, Chairman 
La. Wildlife & Fisheries Commission 
P. 0. Box 298 
Simsboro, LA 71275

Dear Mr. Jones:

As you are aware, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries held an 
information meeting on the 1993 inshore shrimp season on May 11, at 3:00 p.m., 
at the Baton Rouge office.

Approximately 80 people were in attendance. We presented the information 
that was given at the Commission meeting in New Orleans on May 6. After the 
presentation, public comment was received. Thirteen attendees provided public 
testimony. Attached please find the season recommendations from the people who 
spoke at the meeting, as well as a compilation of phone calls that came in on May 
11, and written testimony and petitions that were handed in on May 11.

We will provide you with the updated biological information collected by 
the Department through the week of May 9-15th as soon as it has been compiled and 
will continue to provide you with 1 * ’ '  ̂ " "* cessary.

John E. Roussel 
Acting Administrator 
Marine Fisheries Division

JER:csg
Attachments
cc: Joe Herring

Corky Ferret

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Public testimony at shrimp information meeting, May 11, 1993, Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Baton Rouge.

1. Charlie Kerner - Lafitte Justice of the Peace - May 17.

2. Mayor Timothy Kerner - Lafitte - May 17.

3. Tee Roy Borne - Roy's Shrimp Company - May 17.

4. Ronald Collins - Quality Seafood - May 17.

5. George Terrebonne - Seafood Shed - earlier, don't miss moons.

6. Bill Chauvin - American Shrimp Processors Association - earlier if data 

shows change.

7. Bobby Samanie - Cocodrie area - May 17.

8. Donald Lirette - Terrebonne Fisheries Association - looking for middle 

ground.

9. Gene Adams - May 17.

10. Leo Kerner - earlier (assume May 17)

11. Bill Dekemel - consensus of Zone II seems to be an earlier opening, but

leave Zone I at June 7.

12. Representative Robert Bergeron - anywhere between May 20 and 25.

13. Leo Peltier - earlier, not right to open before the moon.



Phone calls received LDWF Baton Rouge office.

May 11, 1993

1. Nicky Mitchell - Delcambre - leave as is

2. Walton Blanchard - Cut Off- leave as is (all areas open at 
same time)

3. Millard Robertson - Hammond - leave as is

4. Ruth Pitre - Delcambre - leave as is

5. Juanita Hebert - Delcambre - leave as is

6. Dillard Robertson - Hammond - leave as is

7. Freddie Vinet - Delcambre - leave as is

8. Dale Griffin - Delcambre - leave as is

9. Denise Dooley - Delcambre - leave as is (all areas open at 
same time)

10. Donald Punch - Lockport - leave as is

11. Mike Martinez - Grand Isle - doesn't think it should open 
before the 7th

12. Paul Frazier - Grand Isle - would like to see it open earlier

13. Jimmy Landry - Delcambre - leave as is

14. Gayla Vinet - Delcambre - leave as is (they are very small or 
nothing)

15. Dale Vinet - Dalcambre - leave as is

16. Antoine Billiot - Dalcambre - leave as is

17. Alvin Guidry - Delcambre - leave as is
18. Todd Mitchell - Delcambre - leave as is

19. Lloyd Griffin - Grand Isle - leave as is

20. Allan Gaudet - Grand Isle - leave as is

21. Ray Sandras - Westwego - leave as is

22. Johnny Collins - Grand Isle - Collins Bros. Seafood - June 7th 
opening date is a perfect date - earlier would be monetarily 
bad for everyone

23. Hamilton Mitchell - Delcambre - leave opening date as it is
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24. Judy Martin - Delcambre - leave opening date as it is

25. David Luke - Dulac - would like May 24th

26. Jeff Scott - Dulac - would like the season to not open any 
earlier than May 24th

27. Curtis Prince - Delcambre - leave as is

28. Ronald Darby - Delcambre - leave as is

29. Kinny Mitchell - Delcambre - leave as is

30. Danny Babin - Chauvin - not any earlier than May 24th, would 
be very detrimental

31. Jimmy Dupre - Erath - leave as is

32. Connie Arceneaux - Erath - leave as is

33. Sidney Lirette - Houma - wants season to open May 17th

34. Michael Frazier - Grand Isle - should be open May 24th

35. James Frazier - Grand Isle - too late on the 7th

36. Wayne Cheramie - Golden Meadow - leave as is

37. Webb Cheramie - Galliano - leave as is

38. Bonnie Pizani - Larose - leave as is

39. Terry Pizani - Grand Isle - leave as is

40. Elgene Gary - Grand Isle - leave as is

41. Ana Dupre - Erath - leave as is

42. Donna Collins - Des Allemands - leave as is

43 . Dianna Cheramie - Grand Isle - leave as is

44. Eldridge Frazier - Grand Isle - change to May 24th

45. Davis Frazier - Grand Isle - open up around May 24th

46. Wayne Estay - Grand Isle - not any earlier than May 31st

47. Mike Russell - New Orleans - not any earlier than May 31st

48. Michael Callais - Cut Off - leave as is

49. Johnny Delaune - Cut Off - leave as is



1020  CAROLINE STR EET 
LAFITTE, LA 700 6 7  

504 /689 -2041  
FAX: 5 0 4 /6 8 9 -3 2 7 0

STATISTICAL INFO
REGARDING 1992 

SEASON
May 17 - June 7, 1992

Total pounds of fresh head-on shrimp purchased from local 
boats and Louisiana dealers:

1,200,664 pounds
Average Cost per pound filtered into Louisiana economy:

$1.3817/pound
Total purchase value of head-on shrimp produced in three week 
period from May 17th - June 7th 1992:

$ 1,659,015.40

In the off-season we have approximately 6 women and 8 men on the 
payroll. When the season begins we increase our personnel by 
approximately 40 women and 20 men.

Based on this increase we estimate that our average payroll for 
a three week period during production is $87,000 more than our 
normal payroll.
The women and men will work an average of 80 hours per week during 
production. 40 hours regular time and 40 hours overtime per employee

Based on 40 women @ $450.00/week and 20 men @ $550.00/week this is 
an influx of $29,000 into the local economy per week.

With the availability of jobs so scarce in the Lafitte area, we 
are one of the largest employers for this small community.

Based on the above, as you can see, delaying the season creates 
a hardship for the local people we hire, but more importantly, for 
the local commercial fishermen who derive their living from fishing.

Average earnings per hour for women - $4.50/hour 
Average earnings per hour for men - $5.50/hour

Women usually earn - $450.00 Gross per week with Overtime 
Men usually earn - $550.00 Gross per week with Overtime



TEWELDE'S—LAFITTE 
DRUGS, INC.

r . w . uv'/v i u
Hwy. 45 Lofifte, LA. 70067

P.O. BOX 10

689-3408 - 689-2761
689-4122 T A D D E S E  T E W E L D E , P.D .

MAY 10,1993
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

WE ARE WRITING TO OPPOSE THE 06-07-93 OPENING DATE FOR 

THE 93 SHRIMPING SEASON. IT IS MY HOPES THAT OUR FEELINGS AND 

CONCERNS WILL BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION ON THIS MATTER. WE 

FEEL THIS DECISION WILL ECONOMICALLY AFFECT THE FINANCIAL 

OPERATIONS OF OUR BUSINESS. DURING THIS TIME OUR SALES ARE UP 

AT AN INCREASE OF ABOUT 20%. THIS INCREASE OF BUSINESS SHOULD 

PRODUCE SALES OF ABOUT $60,000 WHICH ALLOWS OUR COMPANY TO 

EXTEND CREDIT TO THESE FISHERMAN. SOME FISHERMAN HAVE CREDIT 

FROM THE PREVIOUS SEASON AND WE EXPECTED THEM TO PAY THOSE BILLS 

IN THE MONTH OF MAY. THIS ACTION WILL PUT US BEHIND 3 WEEKS ON 

THOSE PAYMENTS. THEREFORE WE WILL NOT BE IN A POSITION TO EXTEND 

CREDIT TO THESE PEOPLE AS DONE IN THE PAST. SO WE NOT ONLY LOOSE 

SALES FOR THAT PERIOD, WE ALSO HAVE TO WAIT FOR PAYMENTS ON 
OLD CREDIT THAT WOULD HAVE .NORMALLY BEEN PAID.

PLEASE HELP PUT OUR CONCERNS TO REST AND REVERSE THIS LATE 

OPENING DATE ON THE SHRIMPING SEASON. THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP 

AND SUPPORT,ON THIS MATTER.

TADDESE TEWELDE

SINCERELY



J U L E S  N U N E Z  S E A F O O D S
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May 10, 1993

A PETITION TO CHANGE THE OPENING DATE OF THE SHRIMPING
SEASON FROM JUNE 7, 1993 TO MAY 17 , 1 993 .
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A PETITION TO CHANGE THE OPENING DATE OF THE SHRIMPING SEASON FROM
JUNE 7, 1993 TO MAY 17, 1993.
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Bert H Jones
P O BOX 248 

S1MSBORO, LA. 71275 
318/247-3741

May 18, 1993

Joe L. Herring, Secretary 
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries 
P. 0. Box 98000 
Baton Route, LA 70898-9000

Re: Special Commission Meeting 5/18/93

Dear Joe:

I thought I would be able to juggle my schedule to get to 
Baton Rouge this afternoon. My visitors from Atlanta did not 
make it here this morning and are due here around 3:00.

At our May 6, 1993 meeting we as a commission voted unani­
mously to open shrimp season on June 7, 1993. This was the recom­
mendation from the Department. The data concerning shrimp and 
their projected growth has not changed since our last meeting.
The majority of the calls I’ve received are not in favor of opening 
any sooner. As of Monday, 38 of 49 calls received by the Depart­
ment are satisfied with the present opening date.

Since the shrimp data has not changed and the Department’s 
recommendation hasn’t changed, I strongly urge you to keep the 
season as it is presently set.

We as a commission should not let political pressure over­
rule the decision made from good sound biological information.
How many shrimp too small to sell will be killed? Don’t let a 
minority group of shrimpers make what appears to be a poor shrimp 
season worse.

Bert Jones 
Chairman

BJ/rk

TOTAL P.02



May 17, 1993

Joe L Herring
Department Secretary

Joe L. Herring, Secretary
Louisiana Dept, of Wildlife and Fisheries
P.O. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
James H. Jenkins, Jr. ■ #####» 

P.O. Box 15279 
Baton Rouge, LA 70895 

(504)927.1760
Secretary
of Wildlife and Fisheries

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

Re: Special Commission 5/18/93
Shrimp Opening

Dear Joe:

I can not attend this meeting, however I would like for my opinion 
to be in the record.
Unless the data is substantially different than it was when we set 
the shrimp opening at the New Orleans meeting, I think that we 
should leave it as is.

The commission took the Department' s recommendation in setting the 
opening and there was very little disagreement during public 
testimony. We have a criteria and we are spending millions of 
dollars each year to determine the date when the criteria will be 
met. If we are not going to use this very expensively gathered 
information, then I suggest we quit spending those millions and 
either pick a fixed date each year, poll the shrimpers, ask the 
legislature to do it or, use some other less expensive method to 
set the opening.

I personally believe the existing criteria is allowing the catch 
of shrimp, which is not in the best interest of the shrimpers. The 
size should be increased - not decreased, but then, of course, 
someone will point out that I am not a shrimper, and they would be 
correct.
Thank you for putting this into the record.

Very truly yours,

JHJJR:mek

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
NEWS RELEASE

Joe L. H erring 
Secretary

93-132 5/14/93

EARLY OPENING OF SHRIMP SEASON IN ZONE TWO POSSIBLE 

A special meeting of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has been 

scheduled for 4:00 p.m., Tuesday, May 18 to consider numerous requests for an early opening 

of the 1993 Inshore Brown Shrimp Season.

The public meeting will be held in the Louisiana Room at Wildlife and Fisheries 

headquarters in Baton Rouge, according to Commission Chairman Bert Jones.

The Commission had set a statewide opening for the shrimp season for June 7th, but 

shrimpers have requested special consideration of an earlier opening date for Zone 2, 

representing the middle portion of Louisiana’s coastal area.

-30-

EDITORS: For additional information contact Brandt Savoie at 504/765-2401.



DRAFT
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the traditional management criteria used by the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries in recommending the 
opening dates for the spring inshore shrimp season shall 
be based on the population of shrimp in each zone reaching 
such a size that 50% or more of the shrimp are 100 count 
per pound or larger, and

WHEREAS, biological data presented at the May 6, 1993 Commission 
meeting showed that the 1993 brown shrimp crop was 
projected to meet the 100 count per pound management 
criteria in shrimp management Zone 2 on June 4, 1993 and 
in Zones 1 and 3 on June 9, 1993, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its May 
6, 1993 meeting after hearing public testimony set the 
spring inshore shrimp season to open statewide at 6:00 
a.m. June 7, 1993, and

WHEREAS, on May 18, 1993 the Commission heard additional public 
testimony indicating that the June 7, 1993 opening date 
will create excessive economic hardships on the residents 
of portions of Zone 2 who are commercial shrimpers,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission finds that there is just cause to alter the 
opening date for the 1993 spring inshore shrimp season in 
Zone 2, and

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife
Commission hereby opens the spring inshore shrimp season 
in Zone 2, that portion of Louisiana's inside waters as 
described in R.S. 56:495, from South Pass of the 
Mississippi River to the western shore of Vermilion Bay
and Southwest Pass of Marsh Island at 6:00 a.m. ________ ,
1993.

Bert Jones, Chairman Joe L. Herring, Secretary



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 
and R.S. 49:967 of the Administrative Procedures Act and R.S. 
56:497 the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby finds that an 
imminent peril to the public welfare exists and accordingly adopts 
the following emergency rule:

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby 
change the opening date for the 1993 spring inshore shrimp season 
in Zone 2, that portion of Louisiana's inside waters, as described 
in R.S. 56:495, from South Pass of the Mississippi River to the 
western shore of Vermillion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh Island 
to open at 6:00 a.m. on ______ , 1993.

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission finds that the 
current economic conditions in a portion of coastal Louisiana 
within Zone 2 necessitate that the residents of that area be 
allowed to return to their work as commercial shrimpers as soon as 
possible.
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Louisiana Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries
P.D. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, La. 70898-9000

Re: Trawling Season

To whom it may concern:

As a business of South Louisiana, Golden Meadow Hardware, Inc. 
along with most business establishments in this area depend 
heavily on the trawlers1 business for this time of the year. 
The delay of the opening of the "May Season" directly affects 
the trawlers themselves and the businesses they deal with.

With taking this into consideration, we ask and hope that you 
open the season as soon as possible.

We appreciate your time and are hoping for a lengthy and 
prosperous season with your help and consideration.

Sincerely,

GOLDEN MEADOW HARDWARE, INC.

Miles Bouvier 
Owner

Employees:

MB/nc
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PIGGLy WIGGLy ADAMS 
!9f7 SOUTH BAyOU DRIVE 
GOLDEN MEADOW,LA 70357 
MAy 17,1993

DEPT. Of WILDLIFE & FISHERIES 
REF: SHRIMP SEASON OPENING

PLEASE TAKE EVERY CONSIDERATION OF THE LIVES OF THE PEOPLE WHO 
LIVE AND WORK IN THIS AREA AND ALSO THE DETRIMENTAL EFFECTS A 
LATE SHRIMP SEASON OPENING WOULD HAVE ON ALL OF US IN THIS AREA.

WE HAVE BEEN ANXXOUSLy AWAITING THE OPENING. OUR BUSINESS IS DOWN 
AND WILL REMAIN DOWN UNTIL THE SEASON OPENING. MUCH IS RIDING ON 
A PROSPEROUS SEASON, NOT ONLY FOR OUR STORE BUT FOR ALL 
BUSINESS'S ON THIS BAYOU.

xWOULD you PLEASE MOVE UP THE OPENING DATE TO ASSIST US 7

SINCERELV

JIM RODRIGUE 
OWNER/MANAGER 
PIGGLy WIGGLy ADAMS
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Louisiana Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries
P.0. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, La. 70898-9000
Re: Trawling Season

To whom it may concern:

As a business of South Louisiana, Golden Meadow Hardware, Inc. 
along with most business establishments in this area depend 
heavily on the trawlers' business for this time of the year. 
The delay of the opening of the "May Season" directly affects 
the trawlers themselves and the businesses they deal with.

With taking this into consideration, we ask and hope that you 
open the season as soon as possible.

We appreciate your time and are hoping for a lengthy and 
prosperous season with your help and consideration.

Sincerely,

GOLDEN MEADOW HARDWARE, INC.

Miles Bouvier 
Owner

MB/nc
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PIGGLy mGGLy ADAMS 
I9tl SOUTH BAyOU DRIVE 
GOLDEN MEADOW,LA 10357 
MAy 17,1993

DEPT, OP WILDLIFE & FISHERIES 
REF: SHRIMP SEASON OPENING

PLEASE TAKE EVERV CONSIDERATION OF THE LIVES OF THE PEOPLE WHO 
LIVE AND WORK IN THIS AREA AND ALSO THE DETRIMENTAL EFFECTS A 
LATE SHRIMP SEASON OPENING WOULD HAVE ON ALL OF US IN THIS AREA.
WE HAVE BEEN ANXIOUSLy AWAITING THE OPENING, OUR BUSINESS IS DOWN 
AND WILL REMAIN DOWN UNTIL THE SEASON OPENING. MUCH IS RIDING ON 
A PROSPEROUS SEASON, NOT ONLV FOR OUR STORE BUT FOR ALL 
BUSINESS'S ON THIS BAYOU.

%WOULD YOU PLEASE MOVE UP THE OPENING DATE TO ASSIST US 7

SINCERELy

JIM RODRIGUE 
OWNER/MANAGER 
PIGGLY WIGGLy ADAMS
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Louisiana Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries
P.O. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, La. 70898-9000

Re: Trawling Season

To whom it may concern:

As a business of South Louisiana, Golden Meadow Hardware, Inc. 
along with most business establishments in this area depend 
heavily on the trawlers* business for this time of the year. 
The delay of the opening of the "May Season" directly affects 
the trawlers themselves and the businesses they deal with.

With taking this into consideration, we ask and hope that you 
open the season as soon as possible.

We appreciate your time and are hoping for a lengthy and 
prosperous season with your help and consideration.

Sincerely,

GOLDEN MEADOW HARDWARE, INC.

Miles Bouvier 
Owner

MB/nc
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PIGGLy VilGGLy ADAMS 
19(7 SOUTH BAyOU DRIVE 
GOLDEN MEADOW,LA 70357 
MAy 17,1993

DEPT. OF WILDLIFE <S FISHERIES 

REF: SHRIMP SEASON OPENING

PLEASE TAKE EVERY CONSIDERATION OF THE LIVES OF THE PEOPLE WHO 
LIVE AND WORK IN THIS AREA AND ALSO THE DETRIMENTAL EFFECTS A 
LATE SHRIMP SEASON OPENING WOULD HAVE ON ALL OF US IN THIS AREA.

WE HAVE BEEN ANXIOUSLV AWAITING THE OPENING. OUR BUSINESS IS DOWN 
AND WILL REMAIN DOWN UNTIL THE SEASON OPENING. MUCH IS RIDING ON 
A PROSPEROUS SEASON, NOT ONLY FOR OUR STORE BUT FOR ALL 
BUSINESS'S ON THIS BAYOU.

HWOULD YOU PLEASE MOVE UP THE OPENING DATE TO ASSIST US 7

SINCERELV

JIM RODRIGUE 
OWNER/MANAGER 
PIGGLy WIGGLy ADAMS
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Louisiana Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries 
R.O. Box 98000 
Baton Rouge, La. 70898-9000

Ret Trawling Season 

To whom it may concern:

As a business of South Louisiana, Golden Meadow Hardware, Inc. 
along with most business establishments in this area depend 
heavily on the trawlers * business for this time of the year. 
The delay of the opening of the "May Season" directly affects 
the trawlers themselves and the businesses they deal with.

With taking this into consideration, we ask and hope that you 
open the season as soon as possible.

We appreciate your time and are hoping for a lengthy and 
prosperous season with your help and consideration.

Sincerely,

GOLDEN MEADOW HARDWARE, INC.

Miles Bouvier 
Owner

MB/nc
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PIGGLy WIG'<5Z.y ADAMS 
!9t7 SOUTH BAyOU DRIVE 
GOLDEN MEADOW,LA 70357 
MAV 17,1993

DEPT. OF WILDLIFE & FISHERIES 

REF: SHRIMP SEASON OPENING

PLEASE TAKE EVERY CONSIDERATION OF THE LIVES OF THE PEOPLE WHO 
LIVE AND WORK IN THIS AREA AND ALSO THE DETRIMENTAL EFFECTS A 
LATE SHRIMP SEASON OPENING WOULD HAVE ON ALL OF US IN THIS AREA.

WE HAVE BEEN ANXIOUSLy AWAITING THE OPENING. OUR BUSINESS IS DOWN 
AND WILL REMAIN DOWN UNTIL THE SEASON OPENING. MUCH IS RIDING ON 
A PROSPEROUS SEASON, NOT ONLY FOR OUR STORE BUT FOR ALL 
BUSINESS'S ON THIS B/YOU.

^WOULD YOU PLEASE MOVE UP THE OPENING DATE TO ASSIST US 7

SINCERELy

JIM RODRIGUE 
OWNER/MANAGER 
PIGGLy WIGGLY ADAMS
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Bert H Jones
P.O . BOX 248 

S1MSBORO, LA. 71275 
318/247-3741

May 18, 1993

Joe L. Herring, Secretary 
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries 
P. 0. Box 98000 
Baton Route, LA 70898-9000

Re; Special Commission Meeting 5/18/93

Dear Joe:

I thought I would be able to juggle my schedule to get to 
Baton Rouge this afternoon. My visitors from Atlanta did not 
make it here this morning and are due here around 3:00.

At our May 6, 1993 meeting we as a commission voted unani­
mously to open shrimp season on June 7, 1993. This was the recom­
mendation from the Department. The data concerning shrimp and 
their projected growth has not changed since our last meeting.
The majority of the calls I’ve received are not in favor of opening 
any sooner. As of Monday, 38 of 49 calls received by the Depart­
ment are satisfied with the present opening date.

Since the shrimp data has not changed and the Department’s 
recommendation hasn’t changed, I strongly urge you to keep the 
season as it is presently set.

We as a commission should not let political pressure over­
rule the decision made from good sound biological information.
How many shrimp too small to sell will be killed? Don't let a 
minority group of shrimpers make what appears to be a poor shrimp 
season worse.

Bert Jones 
Chairman

BJ/rk

TOTAL P . 0 2



Bert H Jones
P.O . BOX 248 

S1MSBORO, LA. 71275 
318/247-3741

May 18, 1993

Joe L. Herring, Secretary 
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries 
P. 0. Box 98000 
Baton Route, LA 70898-9000

Re: Special Commission Meeting 5/18/93

Dear Joe:

I thought I would be able to juggle my schedule to get to 
Baton Rouge this afternoon. My visitors from Atlanta did not 
make it here this morning and are due here around 3:00.

At our May 6, 1993 meeting we as a commission voted unani­
mously to open shrimp season on June 7, 1993. This was the recom­
mendation from the Department. The data concerning shrimp and 
their projected growth has not changed since our last meeting.
The majority of the calls I've received are not in favor of opening 
any sooner. As of Monday, 38 of 49 calls received by the Depart­
ment are satisfied with the present opening date.

Since the shrimp data has not changed and the Department's 
recommendation hasn't changed, I strongly urge you to keep the 
season as it is presently set.

We as a commission should not let political pressure over­
rule the decision made from good sound biological information.
How many shrimp too small to sell will be killed? Don't let a 
minority group of shrimpers make what appears to be a poor shrimp 
season worse.

Bert Jones 
Chairman

BJ/rk

TOTAL P . 0 2



Bert H Jones
P.O . BOX 24$ 

S1MSBORO, LA. 71275 
316/247-3741

May 18, 1993

Joe L. Herring, Secretary 
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries 
P. 0. Box 98000 
Baton Route, LA 70898-9000

Re: Special Commission Meeting 5/18/93

Dear Joe:

I thought I would be able to juggle my schedule to get to 
Baton Rouge this afternoon. My visitors from Atlanta did not 
make it here this morning and are due here around 3:00.

At our May 6, 1993 meeting we as a commission voted unani­
mously to open shrimp season on June 7, 1993. This was the recom­
mendation from the Department. The data concerning shrimp and 
their projected growth has not changed since our last meeting.
The majority of the calls I've received are not in favor of opening 
any sooner. As of Monday, 38 of 49 calls received by the Depart­
ment are satisfied with the present opening date.

Since the shrimp data has not changed and the Department's 
recommendation hasn't changed, I strongly urge you to keep the 
season as it is presently set.

We as a commission should not let political pressure over­
rule the decision made from good sound biological information.
How many shrimp too small to sell will be killed? Don't let a 
minority group of shrimpers make what appears to be a poor shrimp 
season worse.

Bert Jones 
Chairman

BJ/rk

TOTAL P . 0 2



Bert H Jones
P.O . BOX 24$ 

SIM SBORO, LA. 71275 
316/247-3741

May 1$, 1993

Joe L. Herring, Secretary 
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries 
P. 0. Box 98000 
Baton Route, LA 70898-9000

Re: Special Commission Meeting 5/18/93

Dear Joe:

I thought I would be able to juggle my schedule to get to 
Baton Rouge this afternoon. My visitors from Atlanta did not 
make it here this morning and are due here around 3:00.

At our May 6, 1993 meeting we as a commission voted unani­
mously to open shrimp season on June 7, 1993. This was the recom­
mendation from the Department. The data concerning shrimp and 
their projected growth has not changed since our last meeting.
The majority of the calls I've received are not in favor of opening 
any sooner. As of Monday, 38 of 49 calls received by the Depart­
ment are satisfied with the present opening date.

Since the shrimp data has not changed and the Department's 
recommendation hasn't changed, I strongly urge you to keep the 
season as it is presently set.

We as a commission should not let political pressure over­
rule the decision made from good sound biological information.
How many shrimp too small to sell will be killed? Don't let a 
minority group of shrimpers make what appears to be a poor shrimp 
season worse.

Bert Jones 
Chairman

BJ/rk

TOTAL P . 0 2



Bert H. Jones
P.O . BOX 24$ 

SIM SBORO, LA. 71275 
318/247-3741

May 1$, 1993

Joe L. Herring, Secretary 
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries 
P. 0. Box 98000 
Baton Route, LA 70898-9000

Re: Special Commission Meeting 5/18/93

Dear Joe:

I thought I would be able to juggle my schedule to get to 
Baton Rouge this afternoon. My visitors from Atlanta did not 
make it here this morning and are due here around 3:00.

At our May 6, 1993 meeting we as a commission voted unani­
mously to open shrimp season on June 7, 1993. This was the recom­
mendation from the Department. The data concerning shrimp and 
their projected growth has not changed since our last meeting.
The majority of the calls I’ve received are not in favor of opening 
any sooner. As of Monday, 38 of 49 calls received by the Depart­
ment are satisfied with the present opening date.

Since the shrimp data has not changed and the Department's 
recommendation hasn't changed, I strongly urge you to keep the 
season as it is presently set.

We as a commission should not let political pressure over­
rule the decision made from good sound biological information.
How many shrimp too small to sell will be killed? Don't let & 
minority group of shrimpers make what appears to be a poor shrimp 
season worse.

Bert Jones 
Chairman

BJ/rk

TOTAL P . 0 2



May 17, 1993

Joe L  Herring
Department Secretary

Joe l . Herring, Secretary 
Louisiana Dept, of Wildlife and 
P.o. Box 98000 
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
James H. Jenkins, Jr. - # # # # »  

P.O. Box 15279 
Baton Rouge, LA 70895 

(504)927-1760
Secretary
of Wildlife and Fisheries

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

Re: Special Commission 5/18/93
Shrimp Opening

Dear Joe:

I can not attend this meeting, however I would like for my opinion 
to be in the record.

Unless the data is substantially different than it was when we set 
the shrimp opening at the New Orleans meeting, I think that we 
should leave it as is.

The commission took the Department's recommendation in setting the 
opening and there was very little disagreement during public 
testimony. We have a criteria and we are spending millions of 
dollars each year to determine the date when the criteria will be 
met. If we are not going to use this very expensively gathered 
information, then I suggest we quit spending those million^ and 
either pick a fixed date each year, poll the shrimpers, ask the 
legislature to do it or, use some other less expensive method to 
set the opening.

I personally believe the existing criteria is allowing the catch 
of shrimp, which is not in the best interest of the shrimpers. The 
size should be increased - not decreased, but then, of course, 
someone will point out that I am not a shrimper, and they would be 
correct.

Thank you for putting this into the record.

Very truly yours,

JHJJR:mek

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Joe L  Herring 
Department Secretary

May 17, 1993

Joe L. Herring, Secretary
Louisiana Dept, of Wildlife and Fisheries
P.0. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
James H. Jenkins, Jr. - # # # # »  

P.O. Box 15279 
Baton Rouge, LA 70895 

(504)927-1760Secretary
of Wildlife and Fisheries

Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor

Re: Special Commission 5/18/93
Shrimp Opening

Dear Joe:

I can not attend this meeting, however I would like for my opinion 
to be in the record.

Unless the data is substantially different than it was when we set 
the shrimp opening at the New Orleans meeting, I think that we 
should leave it as is.

The commission took the Department's recommendation in setting the 
opening and there was very little disagreement during public 
testimony. We have a criteria and we are spending millions of 
dollars each year to determine the date when the criteria will be 
met. If we are not going to use this very expensively gathered 
information, then I suggest we quit spending those millions and 
either pick a fixed date each year, poll the shrimpers, ask the 
legislature to do it or, use some other less expensive method to 
set the opening.

I personally believe the existing criteria is allowing the catch 
of shrimp, which is not in the best interest of the shrimpers. The 
size should be increased - not decreased, but then, of course, 
someone will point out that I am not a shrimper, and they would be 
correct.

Thank you for putting this into the record.

Very truly yours,

JHJJR:mek

An Equal Opportunity Employer



May 17, 1993

Joe L  Hening
Department Secretary

Joe L. Herring, Secretary
Louisiana Dept, of Wildlife and Fisheries
P.0. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
James H. Jenkins, Jr. - #*###» 

P.O. Box 15279 
Baton Rouge, LA 70895 

(504)927-1760
Secretary
of Wildlife and Fisheries

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

Re: Special Commission 5/18/93
Shrimp Opening

Dear Joe:

I can not attend this meeting, however I would like for my opinion 
to be in the record.

Unless the data is substantially different than it was when we set 
the shrimp opening at the New Orleans meeting, I think that we 
should leave it as is.

The commission took the Department's recommendation in setting the 
opening and there was very little disagreement during public 
testimony. We have a criteria and we are spending millions of 
dollars each year to determine the date when the criteria will be 
met. If we are not going to use this very expensively gathered 
information, then I suggest we quit spending those millions and 
either pick a fixed date each year, poll the shrimpers, ask the 
legislature to do it or, use some other less expensive method to 
set the opening.

I personally believe the existing criteria is allowing the catch 
of shrimp, which is not in the best interest of the shrimpers. The 
size should be increased - not decreased, but then, of course, 
someone will point out that I am not a shrimper, and they would be 
correct.

Thank you for putting this into the record.

Very truly yours,

JHJJR:mek

An Equal Opportunity Employer



May 17, 1993

Joe L  Hening
Department Secretary

Joe L. Herring, Secretary
Louisiana Dept, of wildlife and Fisheries
P.0. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
James H. Jenkins, Jr. ■ #####» 

P.O. Box 15279 
Baton Rouge, LA 70895 

(504)927-1760

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

Re: Special Commission 5/18/93
Shrimp Opening

Dear Joe:

I can not attend this meeting, however I would like for my opinion 
to be in the record.

Unless the data is substantially different than it was when we set 
the shrimp opening at the New Orleans meeting, I think that we 
should leave it as is.

The commission took the Department's recommendation in setting the 
opening and there was very little disagreement during public 
testimony. We have a criteria and we are spending millions of 
dollars each year to determine the date when the criteria will be 
met. If we are not going to use this very expensively gathered 
information, then I suggest we quit spending those millions and 
either pick a fixed date each year, poll the shrimpers, ask the 
legislature to do it or, use some other less expensive method to 
set the opening.

I personally believe the existing criteria is allowing the catch 
of shrimp, which is not in the best interest of the shrimpers. The 
size should be increased - not decreased, but then, of course, 
someone will point out that I am not a shrimper, and they would be 
correct.

Thank you for putting this into the record.

Very truly yours,

JHJJR:mek

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Joe L  Herring 
Department Secretary

May 17, 1993

Joe L. Herring, Secretary
Louisiana Dept, of wildlife and Fisheries
P.0. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
James H. Jenkins, Jr. •

P.O. Box 15279 
Baton Rouge, LA 70895 

(504) 927-1760
Secretary
of wildlife and Fisheries

Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor

Re: special Commission 5/18/93
Shrimp Opening

Dear Joe:

I can not attend this meeting, however I would like for my opinion 
to be in the record.

Unless the data is substantially different than it was when we set 
the shrimp opening at the New Orleans meeting, I think that we 
should leave it as is.

The commission took the Department's recommendation in setting the 
opening and there was very little disagreement during public 
testimony. We have a criteria and we are spending millions of 
dollars each year to determine the date when the criteria will be 
met. If we are not going to use this very expensively gathered 
information, then I suggest we quit spending those million^ and 
either pick a fixed date each year, poll the shrimpers, ask the 
legislature to do it or, use some other less expensive method to 
set the opening.

I personally believe the existing criteria is allowing the catch 
of shrimp, which is not in the best interest of the shrimpers. The 
size should be increased - not decreased, but then, of course, 
someone will point out that I am not a shrimper, and they would be 
correct.

Thank you for putting this into the record.

Very truly yours,

JHJJR:mek
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