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CHAIRMAN DOYLE G. BERRY: Good morning.
'We will call the meeting to order now}‘ We are glad‘
to ﬁave Represeﬁtative Bookér here. I am sure you
are represeﬁcing the oyster group. Evidently the
word has legked out.,
| W; will go on and get into the.agenda.
Our first item this morning is approval'qf minutes
of the‘meeCing of December 13, 1977. Do I have a
motion on that? |
MR. LUTTRELL: I so move,
THE CHAIRMAN: Do we have a second on
fhat?. |
MR. WILLE: I second.
THE CHAIRMAN: All in favor say aye.
IN UNISON: Aye.-
THE CHAIRMAN: Any Opposéd?
| (No response)
So ordered.
Dr. St. Amant,
DR. LYLE ST. AMANT: Mr. Chairman and
Members of the.Commission, we have --
THE CHAIRMAN: Excuse me, Dr. St..Amant.

1 am about to slip up here this morning. We have
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a new Board member with us today; Mr. Charles
Riggs from ﬁackberry. He is on the far left.
He.is £filling the vacated ant of Mr., Jerry Jones.
I don't know‘a lot about the man. I had planﬁgd"
for him to buy me a few drinks last night and I
got tied up inléomething else and coﬁldn;t do 1it.
Burt, can you tell us anything'about this man?

Did he buy you any drinks?

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Not yet, not yet!

THE CHAIRMAN: You heard that "not-yet"'
business! 'Anyhow, we are glad to have Mr. Riggs
with us and I am sure he wili make a fine Commis-
sion member; The Governor is pretty good at fick-
ing appointments. However, McKeithen picked me
and Edwards reappointed me and I think he showed
good judgment there! |

Go ahead, Dr. St. Amant,

DR. ST. AMANT: Mr. Chairman and Members
of the Cﬁmmission, 1 have four items on the agenda
this morﬁing.:

Item No. 1 in my group is consideration 
of opening of part of Chandeleur Sound for pink

‘shrimp. Now what has happened, there has been an
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unusual'prdduction of shrimp last year and>ap§ar-
iently’Gu1f~wide'the pink shrimp production_bff‘the
Tortugas Banks in Florida has been quite good and
a good many of them have moved up into this area
and there is a run of these shrimp in Cat Island
 Pass and’in the eastern end of the Chandeleur
Sonhd. |
'”There is a group of fishermen who want
to petition the Commission that this area be tem-
- porarily opéned so that they m;ght fish for these
shrimp. Now under Paragraph 497 of Title 56 the
Comﬁissioﬁ has the legal authority to open such
temporary seasons where the tééhniéal data indi-
cates that.the sea;pn is'warranted and where there
is a fishable population of marketable‘shrimp. We
.have done this in the béét in ﬁhe Chandeleﬁt Sound
area. However, this is the first time it is being
done in the winter. Most of the time it has been
done.iﬁ the middle of the summer.
- At this time‘I would like thesg.gentie-
‘men ‘to make their explanation to you as to what
they propose and then if yod'choose to take actioﬁ

on it, I have an appropriate resolution..
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THE CHAIRMAN: You have a resolution?

DR. Sf. AMANT: 1 have a resolution afterg
you hear ;hem if yoﬁ decide to act.

THE CHAIRMAN: Would you come forwérd,
please, and state'youf name and who you repfesent.

MR. FRANK WITTMAN: Gentlemen, my name
is Frank Wittman. "I am here with ﬁr. Mitchell
Cheval and Mr. Milton Dudenhefer.

As Dr. St. Amant told you, we represent
a group of fishermen who feel that there is a har-
vestablg yiéld of pink shriﬁp in.fhe Chandeledr
Sound. What we would like ﬁo do, there exists
‘there between primarily the monthé of Januarj and
April, and what we wou1d 1ike to do 1is inv?stigate
the harvestability of these.shrimp and if so open
that area for the takihg of-the shrimp. We don't
feel that they would damage the brown shrimp popu-
lation at all and it has been conveyed to us by
various biologists that we have talked to that thid
would not dam#ge the other shrimp harvest.

Ou: request 1is fbr.the temporary Openiﬁg
'of the area between Cat Island and the Ship Channel

in Chandeleur Sound, should the pink shrimp bDe
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found to be available there in sufficient quanti-~
ties and large enough. |

| MR. LAPEYRE: 1Is this something that has
been observéd before, the presence of those pink
shrimp in that area?

MR. WITTMAN: Yes, sir, chey'hgve been
invtheré quite a bit in the past. They are régu?
larly there. I think they come from somewhere in
Florida. They are better known as hoppers.

MR. LAPEYRE: The fishermen I gather
have some indication that they are there again
fhis year. . You are saying, however,vﬁhat we need
to do some sfudy to verify the fact that they are
fhere in fishable quantities? |

‘MR. WITTMAN: I think there has been
evidence that they will be there in significant
numbers. ' However, I 5e1ie§e it does have to be
checked out further. |

THE«CHAIRMAN: ‘You afe sgying then, Mr.
Wictman,'that y&u aren't sure they are there at
this time but you think they are coming in and
will be in the next month or so?

MR. WITTMAN: Yes, sir.

@
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THE CHAIRMAN: 1If that is all you have,
1Mr._wittman -

MR. WITTMAN: Yes, sir, that's all.

THE CHAIRMAN: We will take your recom-
mendation. Thank you very much, sir.

MR, WITTMAN: Thank you. |

DR. ST. AMANT: Mr. Chairman, this crop
of shrimp is in here annually. However, they vary
in quality and size and volume. They come up here
in the wintér and no:hallj they are not too large.
However, there appear to be some large ones avail-
able'this-year.

I would suggest if the Commission would
likelto entertain ghis idea that we be directed
to determine whether the shrimp are.in there, make
some type of study, and then in the evént‘that the
technical information indicates that the §hrimp-v-
are there, that the season be opened with some -
typerf pro&iso it be closed immediately when it
is determined that the brown shrimp are beginning
to move into the area or if at any time we have an
enforcement problem with this.

Since this is a momentary thing and if
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they are going to doveny shrimping in there at all,
it has to be done rather soon, this would have to
be taken up on an emergencf_procedure basis unaer
the Adminiétrative Procedures Act.
So, what 1 have done for your conéiderae
tion is prepare a resolution that reads as follows:
| "WHEREAS, the Commission has
been requested to consider a temporary
opening of part of Chandeleur Sound to
Erawling for pink shrimp, and 4
"WHEREAS, Pa:agraﬁh 497 of
Tiﬁle 56 aliows the Commission to set
sﬁch temporafy seasons where technical
data indicates that such a season is
~in the best interest of the shrimp
industry; and
"WHEREAS, some evidence has
Been presented to indicate the need
- for such a season, |
"NOW THEREFORE BE 1T RESOLVEDi
(1) that the Secretary be directed to
develop’the appropriate technical data

and (2) that should the data indicate

698
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. the need for a season.that it be

. declared after appropriate public
notice, (3) that if opened the season
be closed immediately when data indi-
cate that the spring crop of brown
shrimp become evident or if enforce-
ment p:oblems dévelop in administering
the temporary season."

I would submit this fesdlution for your
consideration.

MR. LUTTRELL: Mr. Chairman, I move that
we adopt this resolution, |

THE CHAIRMAN: Do we have a second?

MR. DUPUY: I wiil second it. I would
like to urge a word of caution, Dr.vSt. Amant,
that in the description of the area that you are
going to describe and the limits, Chaﬁdeleur Sdund;
Cat Island, Ship Channel and so forth, that you be
sure.not to characterize the area as international.
waters, as may have appeared on one of those méps
that we'wefe looking at yesterday. Wé certainly
don't want under any circumstances to admit this

is not Louisiana ownership.

©
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DR. ST. AMANT: I understand.

TﬁE CHAIRMAN: I don‘t think there is a
quéstion'in anybody's mind in this room but what
this is Loﬁisiana terricofy, Marc. There might be
some bureaucrats in Washingtoﬁ that have a differ;
ent opinion. |

MR. DUPUY: Well, yod know we are still
involved in the tidelands casé?and a matter of
thfee miles around Chandeleur Island still leaves
‘'some area within St, Bernard and Plaquemines"

' Parishes within three miles of Chandeleur Island
.but that is a question of ownérship ahd we ddn't
want to ackﬁowledge possibility of federal owﬂer—
ship.

DR, ST. AMANT: I will handle it appro-
priately. | | | | |

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Peréz, you might see
about moving your parish lands out a little bit.

| MR. CHALIN PEREZ: Well, there was some-~-’
thing knbwn.as ﬁhevLeander Meander'at one timg!
(Laughter)
MR. LAPEYRE: Doc, T would simply like

to make the point that the maximum effort at

©
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éubligizing this p:oposéd opening be made so that

"all fishermen who may have an interest in taking
advantage of it should the.geason be obgned have
;he'best opportunity possible to do sﬁ,so I would
oniy urge that_tﬁe consideration of it even be

 publicized. '

| THE - CHAIRMAN: Let me get it back on -the
track. We have a motion and a second. I will |
call for the vote. All in févor say aye.
Iﬁ UNISON:  Aye.
THE CHAiRMAN: Any opposed{
' (No response)
S§ ordered.
bR. ST, XMANT: Mr. Lapeyré, I will pre-
‘pare a news release today 1ndicating that we are.

" making a study.and that the stud} will probably
take at least a week and after the data is in and
we méke a determiﬁation, we will make another news
releésé with the appropriate advertisement.'

~Item 3 on the agenda is a requgst»frdm
Industrial Fill Maferials for renewal of an exist-
ing'permit for'dredging fill,éand from the Mis-

.sippl River. This permit has been in effect. It
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has beeﬁ;no problem., We would reéommend that the
’permit be reissued for one year at five cents per
yard. ' .
THE CHAIRMAN: Géntlemen; you have heard
the recomméndatiqn. Do we have a motion?
.'Mﬁ. LUTTRELL: I move.
MR. DUPUY:  Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: We have a motion and a
sécond. All in favor say aye;
IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
| (No response) |
So ordered. _
| ° (The full text of the
fesolution.is here made
a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
'Fi§heries does hereby grant permiséion
to INDUSTRIAL FILL MATERIALS, INC. to
- renew permit fo remove fill material

from the Mississippi River in the

vicinity of Point Clair, at a point

[ ) .
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bét%éen Levee Stations 1660 and 1700,
or being in the vicinity of Mile 196

to Mile 197 AHP near Cérville, adjacent
to the East Bank, Louisiéna, for a
period of one year from Jahﬁafy 24,
1978 to January 24, 1979, at a royalty
rate of.five cents per cubic yard.'

‘DR, ST. AMANT: Item 4 is a request by

" T. L. James & Company for a permit to remove fill

material in and around the Lakefront Airport from
Lake Pontchartrain in order to do the airport
improvement work that is going on out there, and

we have been working with this engineering group

- and with the airport throughout the period when

we were developing the impact statement. The work

18 now proceeding and I would recommend that we

~issue a permit to T. L. James & Company for one

year at five cents a cubic-ya;d to provide this-
material for the airport.
| MR. GILBERT: I move fo;"adoption, Mr.
Chairman. | | |
| THE. CHAIRMAN: I have a motion by Mr.

Gilbert. 'Is there a second?
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MR. LUTTRELL: Second. _
iug CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Luttrell.
Ali;iﬁ favor say aye. |
IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
| (No response)
So ordered. |
(The full text of the
resolution is hére.made
a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVEb that the
Louisiana Department of Wildlife'and'
"Fisheries does Heréb} grant permission
to T. L. JAMES & COMPANY, INC. to remove
f111 material from Lake Pontchartrain to’l
be used.in the expansion of New Orleans
Airport for a term of either more or
less than one year for the period neces-
é#rj for the completion of this work,.
‘at a rate éf five cents per cubic yard
royalty from January 27, 1978,
DR. ST. AMANT: The final one is a

request by Louisiana Cement Company, Division of

seo0 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new orleans




18

OKC Corporation, for renewal of a permit they have
had in operation for some time in the St. Malo
Channel, where they.are dre&ging some élay and
material for cement production. We would recommend
that this permit be reissued at the appropriate
amount of five cents a‘yard for one year.
' THE CHAIRMAN: Do we have a motion?
'MR. DUPUY: I so move.
MR. LUTTRELL: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: We have a motion and a
second. All in favor say aye. |
| . IN UNISQN: Aye.
IHE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
°(No response)
So ordered.
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
AFisheries does‘hefeby grant permission
to LOUISIANA CEMENT, DIVISION OF OKC

CORPORATION, for remewal of permit to
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dredge fill material from the St. Malo
Channel; for a period of 6ne yeaf from
January 28, 1978, to Jénuary 28, 1979,
at a royalty rate ﬁf‘fiﬁe cents per
cubic yard. | |
DR. ST. AMANT: That is all I have, Mr.
Chairman. | - |
THE CHAIRMAN: The Chair has been
' requested to skip Items 6’£nd 7 at this time and
we will take up Item No. 8, Mr. Smith, |
MR. KENNETH SMITH: Mr. Cﬁairman and
Members of the Commission,-the'firsc,item,l have
on the agenda this morning pertains to a request
from the Vernon Parish Policy thy and a verbal
request from the Anacoco Prairie Game and Fish
cdmmission to close Anacoco Lake and Lake Vernon
as well as the two miles of creek in between --
Vernon is just north of Anacoco and the same creek
feeds both lakes -- to commerpiai‘ge;r. This is
commerciél web netting.
Now we looked at our fish pOpﬁlatioﬁ
samples in both wa:ér Sodies and we find that the

type commercial fish normally taken in webbing
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was extremely low. - As a'mafter of fact, in 1977
our population figures, we didn't pick up any drum,
carp; buffalo or builheads in the lake. The;e
were a little o§er eight pounds of catfish, gar
and so forth, predatory food fish. |
In our opinion there is not a.commerciai
fishery in either of these lakes. The bass popu-
‘lation is not high in these lakes. We have found
a little less than four poundé.in '77, a little
;ver four pounds in '76 in~Apacocb, and pretty
close to thg same in Vernon, |
| »Therefofe, Mr. Chairmén,-i would recom-
mend tﬁat we go along with these groups and closé
these two ﬁater bodies to commercial webbing.
| THE CHAIRMAN:' Gentlgmen,‘you have the
recommendation., Do I have a ﬁotion?
MR; WILLE: So move.
THE CHAIRMAN: Is there a second;
MR. LUTTRELL: W Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Luttrell.
All in favor sayvaye.l | |
IN UNISON: Aye..

MR. SMITH: Mr. Chairman, I omitted one
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thing on that. We need a closing date. Since
" there are noﬁ many people invoived, we think the
commercial fishing licenses bought in this area
are to fish Sabine River and not these two lakes,
and we would suggest a closing date of March 1,
1978. I am sorry I left that out.
 THE CHAIRMAN: So ordered.
(The full text of the
~resolution is here made
| a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, the Vernon Parish
Policy Jury has requested commer§1a1=
nets.beiprohibited in Lake Vernon,
.Anaéoco Lake, and that portion of
Anacoco Bayou between the lakes,
all in Vernon Parish, and |
WHEREAS, fish pOpﬁlation-
éamples‘taken by the district fiéhé
eries biologist indi@ated a véryllow
popﬁiation of commercial fishes, and
"'WHEREAS, it is evident there
are no viable commercial fisheries due

to the scarcity of these commercial
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- species,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Com-
mission hereby prohibits the use of all
commercial webbing in Anacoco Lake,
.Lake Vernon and that ptrt of Anacoco | .
Bayou between the lakes. Tﬁis pro-
hibition will become effective
March 1, 1978.

Mﬁ, SMITH: My next item pertains to a
request from the EastVCeroll Parish Police Jury
in the form of a resolution which was forwarded
to this Commission. This resolution w&s édopted
in Novembet and it }ettained to the closing of
Lake Providence to large-mouth bass'fishing from
November, 1977 through December, 1978, .'

Now we know the bass population is low
ub there. We have met with the local peOple in
1976; the.summer of 1976. We went over some analy-
ses that were made by the LSU lab on fish that.had"
' been collected from that lake, and the informétion
we had indicated that agricultural pesticides

were the primary reason these fish populations
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were low and we so stated that.

Now the adoption of this resolution; of
if it were approved;.in our.Opinion would not have
any beneficial efféct on the bass fishery in that
.Lélfke. We know that peéticides are fairly hiéh.,
As a matter of fact, some striped bass hybrids --
this is the large striped bass-white bass cross --
|were released in this lake in May of 1976. They
were collected in September~of 1977 about 16 months
later and they were completely free of pesticides
when plgced in the lake.i We found DDE; which is a
derivative of DDT which had not been used for two
or three years in that area, as high'as 14 parts
per million. This 1is extreﬁely high.  Other read-»
'ing are comparable; |

So; we still think this is the reason.
They have askéd this Commissipn to approve their
ordiﬁaﬁée}so our agents would gnforce thg closing
Aqf bass fishing; It is oug»Opinion; Mr. Chairman,
that we woul@Anot gain anything by this action;
approving this action. We would simply hide the
real problem that ekists up there. We would mis-

lead the public, and actually it would not do any
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good.

| Noﬁ I might mention also, for the bene-
fit-of the Commission, that we didn't offer'anf
solutions to this problem because agricultural
pesticides are exempt from pollution laws; accordf_
ing to Section 1462 6f Title 56. We hbpé that |

pesticides will be used that will eliminate this

- problem but at this time this is the situation in

Lake Providence.
So, as a result, I would recommend that
the Commission not go along with this request,
THE CHAIRMAN: What you havé'Said in a
nutshell is that they have poisoned that 1ake up~

there with pesticides and they. are hunting some-

body else to take the blame for it, is that right?

MR. SMITH: Yes, sir, it is sort of a
dodge and I think we wculd be wrong to go along

with this.

THE CHAIRMAN: I agree with you. I
have to ask for a motion and I assume I won't get

one.
MR, LUTTRELL: I will make it, that we

don't go along with it.
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MR. WILLE: Second. o

fHE CHAIRMAN: We.havé a motion and a
second. All in favor say aye, | |

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

| (No response)
So ordered. We won't go along with it,
'MR. SMITH: Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Ensmihger.:“.

MR. ALLAN ENSMINGER: Mr. Chairman and
Gentlemen of the Commission, the first item I have
for your consideration this morning is_a request
we have reqeivéd by a Mr. Perkins of Souch Caroling
td establish an alilgator fafm in Louisiana.

Several‘monthsvago or a yéar or so ago
- this Commission made a statement of policy or
~position thét we would encourage and assist}peoﬁlé
wﬁo were interested in eg:abiishing aliigacor farms
in tﬁe state by providing tﬁem ﬁithvcechﬁical |
assistancelas well as providing them with a nucleus
of bfeeding.stoék; either through providing eggs
or suitable bréeding ailigators.

Mr. Perkins has agreed to comply with the]
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terms that our technician set forth with fegard to
ithe constrdction’of appropriate pens and brooding
areas and he has also agreed to return.to the
Commission'é five peféent annual return of the
number of alligators that he is successful in
.producing'ftom eggs that we provide to him. Cer-
téiﬁly we don't need any alligators. However,
this does give us an opportunity to exert some
influence over Mr. Perkins' alligator’farming
activity and it would also ﬁrovide us with a suit-
able sburce'dfialligators to give to other inter-
ested alligator faémers. | _‘
IAwould like to request that you géntle-
mén approve the Di;ector entering into a contract
agreement type of arrahgemené,with ﬁr. Perkins td‘
provide him with suitable alligator stock and in
turn he would then‘be committed to wérk clésely
ﬁith,oqr people and return the annual five pé:cent
of his successful hatching and raising,of;'gators
on his farming activity. |
| THE CHAIRMAN: The Chair would like to
have an amendment to that, stating that we do not

have to take that five percent if we don't want
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them. I am against that. We have got too damned
‘many alligaths now. |
| MR. ENSMINGER: Tﬁis would be very.appro-
priate of course to include a clause in there that
the Commission would have the prerogative of not
taking the things. He will establish his farm, by
the way, in southwest Louisiana; in Calcasieu‘ |
Parish I understand, which is in the delisted area,
and certainly this will be a new industry for the
state. The man is anticipating spending several
huhdred thousand dollars, so it wili certainly be
#,new and novel part of-our state's.eéénomy;

‘MR; WILLE: Why couldn't it be poésifle.
for us to put an option in there to exercise that
five percent in the event somebody else decides
to start a farm we could pull eggs out of~his'p1acq.

" MR. ENSMINGER: 1 am sure he is agreeablgq
to anything like this.
| MR. WILLE: We'dsn't need five percent
more alligatprs!

MR. EﬁSMINGﬁR; Well, probably not..

However, we are, as you are aware, participating

with other states in providing --
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MR. WILLE: Right, but let's give them
ithe alligators out of the swamp. Let's donit
take them from a farm and give them to the other
states. | |

MR. ENSMINGER: Those people in Missis-

~sippi have about got all ﬁhe'alligators they want,
Ixaﬁ afraid, those 10 and 12-footers. ' But we can
work with Mr. Perkins on this thing I think to
stimulate an additional'natural resource industry
for the stafe. | |

THE CHAIRMAN: Those of us who live in
south Louiéiana know quite well that it is not
the alligator but us coonassésiﬁhat are on thé
eﬁdangered speciesulist. | ‘

MR. ENSMINGER: That is about right. I
wiéh you guys would stop talking about alligators.
I am afraid Chalin Perez is going to get up here
and say something‘aboutvthem. iihave.heard a
littie bit from him about alligatofs in years
gone by, too.

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, you have heard

| the recommendation. Do I have a motion?

MR. WILLE: So move.
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: MR. LAPEYRE: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Wille and
seéonde& by Mr. Lapéyre. All in favor say aye.
IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No response)
So ordered. That is wiﬁh the proviso,
- though, that you can give them that five percent
back if you want to,.isﬂ;t it?
MR. ENSMINGER: Right.
(The fuil text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife
"and Fisheries Commission is in favor of
encouraging the development of new
resource-oriented indqstries'in the
§Cate, and .
hWHEREAS, biological.data
collected by Department technicians
has estgblished techniques by which
American alligators'can.be propagated

in captivity, and
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WHEREAS, the Department has
surplus a11igators located on refuges
located 1in the portion,ﬁf the state
where élligators are delisted, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Robert Perkims,
of North Carolina, has made an‘offiéial
request to the Department for assistance'
1ﬂ estab1ish1ng a farm and has agreed:
to return to the Department five percent
of the young alligators hatched from |
eggs provided Sy the Department,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED

that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries

Commission does hereby aufhorize.thg
Secretary to enter into an agreement
with Mr. Perkins to provide alligator
eggs to establish an alligator farm;
and |

| BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
theinepngment can exercise the option.
of feceivingafive percent of the hatch-
lings on an anhual basis or waiving

this option if the Department
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. technicians determine that there is not
'a use for these hatchlings for restock~
ing or'establiéhﬁent'qf additional
alligator farms..

- MR. ENSMINGER: The second item for your
;.cénsideration is a consideration for approval for
the birector to extend fhe trapping season in
specific areas aiong our coast 1f it is needed. \
In the past I think you geﬁclemen that have been
‘on this board in years gone by have seen these
extension requeéts come in at the last'mihute'and
| there has #1ways been a lot of'controversy or
comments at'least.about ghe fact,that'we,were*
exﬁending the season;'andvsince we have takeh over
Mr. O'Neil's responsibilitiés, I didn't see any
point. in changing it. I tﬁought wé'would"come back
and ask for the approval a little bit earlier, :
however, | |

“ We do havé some éreas at this time oﬁg
in southwest Lbdisiané where &e do have some
extreﬁely high ﬁuskrat .and nutria populations on
specific areas. Tﬁé-MéI}henny»prOperty, which you

extended the season on last year, has continued

88 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new orleans



32

on through the summer months and.;nto the fall
with a very high muskrat population. We are esti-
mating somewhere around 50,000 to 60,000 fats on
a small tract of land out there and, as you can
visualize, that he;vy‘a concentration of rodents
can cause fremendoﬁé edaphic &#mage in a loéalized
area. |
The nutria population along the north

shore of Vermilion Ba&, extending from about Weeks
Island to the’ﬁest around the northwestern side of
the bay, is nearly equai fo the popul#tidn that I
saw there in 1955 as anf time since that time.
There are some treﬁendous eét-outs dccurring. The
trappers in that area have taken a large number of
nutria. However, this type of weather we have had
here for the last few‘days ié ﬁot conducive toA
good trapping. 1In the high water conditions in
the harsh the gnimals st6p~moving and consequently
the trappers have a verﬁ poor trap#ing éuccess.

| I think we will have some areas, pos-
Sibiy some here'iﬁ southeast Louisiana. At the
.present time we are unaware of them, but I think

that if the Director has the authority to extend

s
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the season that people thaf are having trouble
with their marshes. could write in and then we
could have our fur techniciaﬁs look at the areé
and make recommendations to him to extend the
season for up to 15 déys in ﬁarch.
| With that, I"would like to reéuest that
this be granfed.
| THE CHAIﬁMAN: The Chair will only
accept this request if‘you make that in honor of
Ted O'Neil. | B
' MR. ENSMINGER: This will be in honor
of Ted,.in perpetuation of his interest.
| MR. WILLE: i so move.,

MR. RIGGS: Mr, Chairman, I so move to

adopt the resolution. .‘ |
| THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Wille; will you yield

to Mr. Riggs? | | _
| MR. RIGGS: Oh, I am sorry. T will
second it tﬁén;' _ ,} | |

Mﬁ..RILLE: I will yield. I second.

TﬁE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Wille will yield to
'you, Mr, Riggs, and he will second. All in favor

say aye.

900 .
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IN UNISON: Aye;
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
" (No response)
So ordered, andhlet‘the record so
reflect .that this is done in honor of Ted O'Neil.
| (The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)

WHEREAS, the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries has received
several inquiriés Qith regard to
extension of the 1977-78 trapping.
season,iand'

WBEREAS, overpopdlations of
furbearing animals such as muskrat and
nutfia have historically c#used damage
to the habitat, and

- WHEREAS, trapping is the oﬂly
pra;tical means for a marsh manager to
'conﬁrolipopulations of furbearing
animals, and - | |

WHEREAS, other fbrms of

wildlife are dependent upon marsh
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.planticOmmunities, and
WHEﬁEAS a 15—day'extension
of the trapping season can be adminis-
.tered without jeOpardizing fur resources,
and
WHEREAS, extensions‘in the past
Jtrapping seasons have proven to be bene-
fioiai on local areas to‘control over-
pOpulations; |
| NOW THEREFORE .BE .IT RESOLVED
 that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby grant authority to
the Secretary of the Department of Wild-.
l1ife and Fisheries to extend the trapping
season 15 days beyond the established
closing date of February 28, 1978, in
~areas of the coastal narshes where it is

determined by technicians of the Fur and

Refuge Division that additional trapping

your consideration is a request from Superior Oil

Company to conduct some geophysical activity on

i3 needed to protect the piant communities}

MR ENSMINGER: The next item I have for
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their leases on our Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge
"in Cameron Parish. |
Superior 0il Company owns two leases’

and is a major participator and operator in two

additional leases on the refuge. This particular

field is where a lion's share of our Rockefeller
revenues are derived. The company has been
requestéd}by,the State Mineral Board to provide
them with a deveIOpment.brogram and an outline as
to their anticipated future development of these
leases. o | |

In order to accurately evald#te,those
leases, of course, they will need to run a geo-
physical program over them. They have adjoining
.mineral operators that have contiguous boundary

lines along their lease and they will obtain

letters of permission from those adjoining mineral

holders to extend their geophysical lines over
onto their leases.

However, there will be about 10 or 12
of the lines that they would like a letter of no
objection from our Commission, contingent upon

 receiving approval from the Mineral Board and the
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Department of Natural Resaurcés to lay reflector
'cab1§s_beYBnd their leased acréage boundary and
onto unleased acreage on the refdge. These will
be for evaluation purposes only for the leased
acreage and thefe will be no éhooting or shot
points taken outside of their leased areas.

So, with this in mind and since it is
to evaluate the leases on the réfuge, I would
recommend that we issﬁe Superior a letter of no
objection, that your Commission has no objection ta
this'being granted contingent upon.fhem receiving
the appropriate apprdval.from the Depéftment of
Natural Resﬂufces. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Allan, as I understand it,
these are going to run something like telephohe
lines out over this area to pick up fefleqtioh
from the other -- _

' MR. ENSMINGER: That is correct. This
is known as stack shooting and it is the reflector
cable they lay out there to record the elapsed
time from the time‘thé charge is shot until it
goes down to the subsurface formation and reflects

back up to the recording device.
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THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen; you have heard
ithe recommendation.

MR. DUPUY: I will move.

MR. LAPEYRE: Seéond.

THE CHAIRMAN: We have a motion by Mr.
..Dupuy, seconded by Mr, Lapeyre. All in favor say
»ayé; | |
~ IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN; Any opposed?
| (No response)
So gfdered. |
(Th; full text of the
resolution is here made

0 a part of the record.)

wHEREAS, the Superior 0il
Company has several mineral leases on
the Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge, and

WHEREAS, several of these
leases have been.under production for
several years, and | |

WHEREAS, Superior 0il Compaﬁy
has been requested by the Mineral Board

office of the bepartment of Natural ..
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A

dResources to provide'g long range
_deveiOpment'and production program of
the leases, and | N |
WHEREAS, to appropriately
evaluate the mineral reservoirs, itlis
necessary to conduct geoPhysicall

operations, and-

WHEREAS, to accurately evalu- .

ate the acreage under lease to 1its

maximum, reflector cables need to be

extended Beydnd the lease boundary, and

WHEREAS, no shot points are
to bé made outside of the lease
bounddry, ando ;
WHEREAS, Superior Oii Company
agrees to obtain letters of no objedtion
from adjoining lease holders,.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED

~that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisher-

ies Commission does hereby grant permis-

-sion to Superior 0il Company to conduct

these, activities, provided that thef

appropriate permission is obtained from‘

\
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the adjﬁcent.lease holders as well as
the Departﬁent of NaturallResourdes,
and |
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
the Secretary is‘authorized to sigh ali
documents pertaining to this matter.
MR. ENSMINGER: The last item on the
.agenda for your consideration is one from Natural
~ Gas Pipeline Company‘of Amefica.. This is a
vMichigan firm or;pardon me, a Chicago firm, and
theyvarg requéstiﬁg a right-of-wa§ to inscall~a'
12-inch natural gas pipeliné across the western
end of Rockefeller Refugé,_ | |
-They woﬁld pay us_a”fee of $25 a rod
and this would represent some 1,200 rods for a
total fee of slightly over $30,000. We Qave

several pipelines on the refuge and the method of

~construction of push-type ditches with backfill

and the appropriate type of bulkheads and erosion

control features has not created problems for us

in the past, and 1 would recommend -that you grant

'thevright-of-way to this company to install this

natural gas pipeline.
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THE CHAIRMAN: Genélemén, you have hear
the recommgndation. Do I have a motion?

MR. DUPUYf Mr, Ensminger; be sure[you
make 1t.one~1ine, not muitiple lines. |

MR. ENSMINGER: Right. This will be on
the standard state right-of-way form and this spe

cifically spells out that it is for a single line

d

.

They have a 20-year period at which time they have

an option of renewing%ﬁor an additional 20 years.

MR. DUPUY: I will move. .
- THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by'Mr; Dupuy. Do

we have a second? |

MR. WIiLE: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Wille.
All in favor say aye. | | |

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposéd?

A (No reSponse)'

So ofdered. Thank you, Allan.
| (The full text of‘the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)

WHEREAS, we have received a
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request from Natural Gas Pipeline Company
" of America to construct a IZ-inch.naturall
gas pipeline across the Rockefellér Wild-
life Refuge in Caﬁeron Parish, and
| WHEREAS, this work can bé accom-
plished without'adversely affecting the
area, | |
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wildlife an& Fisher-
ies Comﬁission does hereby grant to
Natural Gas Pipeline Company of America
a,right—of~way to install a 12~in§h gas
. line across a portion of the Rbcgefelle:“
Wildlife Refug; for a fee of $25A§er.rod,
and |
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
‘Secretary is authorized to sign all
documents pertaining to‘this matter.
| THE CHAIRMAN: = Mr. Herring.
'MR. JOE HERRING: Mr. Chairman, the first]
thing we have is a(rélease of a lease fhat we have
had with Panola Land Company for approkimately

8,000 acres, which was on our Concordia Wildlife
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Management Area. They had requested this some
time back, which we formally did release, but they
say to make the release legal, they sent us soﬁe
forms to £ill out and ask the Commission to
approve these for future sale of their land;

This is one of the real reasons that we
" need to own ﬁore of this land, becadse we do.lose
1t in this manner once we develop 1t ipto wil&life
management areas.

1 would just recommend to the Commission
that wé appfove this release.

. THE CHAIRMAN: That just.about winds up

your - ' |

MR. HERRING: It just about winds up
that Concordia Area, Mr. Chairman. We will havé
" about 1,200 acres left in there. It.is owned.by
Fisher Lumber Company. At this time we don't
have ény indication froﬁ them that they will break
that lease but.the way this land is being cleared
up in that part of the country for soybeans and
for other reasons, it really just gets down to
‘economics. fhere we do stand to lose a lot of -

"this bottomland hardwoods that we have and this 1is

0
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one reason we just need to buy as much of it as
‘we can to insure a place that our people will have
for hunting in the future :ﬁere. |
THE CHAIRMAN: Tﬁe Chair will entertain
a motion.
MR. LUTTRELL: I so move.
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Luttrell,
Do we have a second? |
MR. DUPUY: Second.
| THE CHAiRQAN: Seconded by Mr. Dupuy.
All in favor say aye. | |
IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: 'Any opposed?
| ol(No response)
So ordered.
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record;)
 WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife
and Fisheries.Commission has received a |
requeet from Mr. John Sturgeon, Attorney;
representing Panola Land and Development

Company, for release of that Company's

[ ] .
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land in the Concordia Wildlife Manage-
ment Area, and

WHEREAs; theée holdings are
the major holdings in.the Management
Area, and‘

 WHEREAS, this is one of.the
major reasons the Commission should
continue and increage its land
acquisition program, and

WHEREAS, the Commission
stands to lose most or all 6f ﬁhe
lands we have under lease due to.'
agricuiture and other development,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fish-
eries Commission felease the Panola
Land and Development Company from its
lease effective this date and

BE IT FURTHERRESOLVED that the
Louisiana'Wildlife and Fisheries Com-
mission cohtinue‘and further strengthen

its land acquisition programs.

MR. HERRING: Thank you. Mr., Chairman,
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the next thing we have is a resolution pertaining

to National Wildlife Week, which this year will be
March 19-25, 1978, and the theme, "Wildlife Needs
You." |

This is something our Deﬁartment has
participated in each year and thfough a Governor's_
proclamation to help promote wiidlife and soﬁe‘of
the proﬁlems we have, fishery problems as well ‘as -
game problems, estuarine ékoblems, wetlands and
even such things as losing the lands that we have
on Wildlife Management Areas. This gives us a
good opportunity during ;his time to dake much of
the puBlic éﬁare of soﬁe of the problems we have
as well as some of the things that are being done

for wildlife. -

Thus far we have been.pretty active in
it this year in getting the activities started for
this week but it kind of gives the sportsmen and
others in the state some time that they mighﬁ yell
or bark #bou; some of the good things that they
are doing and let thé pub11c know that they gfe
doing something good rather than some of tﬁe

criticism maybe they get at some times,.

- )
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So, I would just like to ask the Commis-

ision,itself to go ahead and adoﬁt that March 19
through 25 will be fecognized.in this state as

National Wildlife Week.

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, you hear the

recommendation. Do I have a motion?
| MR. DUPUY: I will move.
' MR. LUTTRELL: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Dupuy,
seconded by:Mr. Luttréli. All in favor say aye.
IN UNISON: Aye. |
.fHE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
| (No response)

L]

So ordeged.

(The full text of the

resolqtion is here made:

.a part-of the recofﬁ.)
WﬁEREAS, this year we should
.reaffirm our dedication to»provide a
place on the American scene for our
: great'wildlife resources; gnd
'WHEREAS, the ponds, marshes,

swamps, streams, lakes, bogs, prairie

[
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potholes, river deltas and estuarine
_areas -- in a word;'the wetlands of
our nation -- are the key to the #ur-
vival.of so much of our wildlife; and
. WHEREAS, man is critically .
dependent, both spiritually and eco-
nomically, on the wildlife of our
wetiand.areés; and
WHEREAS, wetlands are an
ever-shrinking resource because they
are often'thoughg to be of greater
value when drained or filled to
becomg cropland, highways, develop-
ment sites, a;d the like; and
WHEREAS, we tend to éverlook
a human need of anotherlsort'-- the
need to have healthy wildlife pOpd1a~
t;ons; and
WHEREAS, without our deter-
mined interveption, wetlands will
continﬁe to become drylands, to the

detriment of ourselves and our fellow

creatures; and

® .
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WHEREAS, the period March 19-

25, 1978, has been designated as a

special time for expressions of concern

 for wildlife habitat,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED

that the Louisiana Department of Wild-

life and Fisheries does hereby ﬁroclaim

March 19-25, 1978,

Week, urging united

as National Wildlife

popular support for

all governmental and privaté efforts to

work and support this year's theme,

"Wildlife Needs You."

THE CHAIRMAN: We will go back to Item

No. 6 now with Mr, Schafer. Before going on to

' that, I want to introduce Representative Frank

Patti and ask that he introduce his friends from

Plaquemines Parish, Mr. Perez and some others that

are here. We are glad to have you with us, Mr.

Patti.

REPRESENTATIVE

veryAmuch, Mr. Chairman,

mission. 1In addition to

from Plaquemines and St.

FRANK PATTI: Thank you
and Members of the Com-
our many oyster friends

Bernard, we do have some

-2
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elected officials here. I would like to introduce
at this time our Presidenﬁ of the.Plaquemines
Parish Commission Cbuncil, Chaliﬁ Perez; the Vice
President, Luke Petrovich. He is in the back.
We also have Commissioner Mike Kirby and Coﬁmis-
sioner Alberft Beshel. |
ﬂét me also say, Mr. Chairman; that I
_would‘i;ke to come back and say a few words later
pertaining to Item No. 6 but I would like to
follow the other speakers. |
THE CHAIRMAN: _Thank you. I am glad to
have these gentiemen with ds.‘ I have known most of
you for a number of years, particularly Mr. Pefez
and Mr. Petrovich. I enjoyed some of those good
Plaquemines Parish oysters up in Washington last
- week, They didn't all work bﬁt they were«good.
Go ahead, Mr. Schafer.
| MR. SCHAFER: Mr; Chairman, would you
likg to get Nd; 7 out of the Qay first? That 1is
the acceptande of the channel.
THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, sir.
MR; SCHAFER: We have a letter from the

Depértment of Public Works, recommending that we

O‘ . .
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do accept the work for Grillot Company, Inc., who
' did the conﬁ:act on thé outfali chanﬁel of Bayou
Laﬁoque.' Through Mr. Chalin Perez and the Plaque-
mines Parish people, we p:opérly-dediéated this
structure and it is now in operation, an§ I would
recommend that we accept this contract, this part
of the contract, so-Mr. Grillot can get his final
payment, _ | |
| THE CHAIRMAN: I heard that was a pretty
good drunk instead of a dedication, but call it
what yoh like. -
| MR;.SCHAFER; A ve?y good dédication}

TﬁE CHAIRMAN: You have héard théhreépg-
mendation, geﬁtlémen. Do.Ihﬁéve a motion?

MR, WILLE: I so move. \

MR. DUPUY: Second. |

" THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Wille and.

secondgd by Mr. Dupuy. All in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye. |

| THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(ﬁo.fesponse)
So ordered.

(The fullutext of.the
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?esolution 1s here made
a part of thelrecord.)

.WHEREAS, theiChief Engiﬁeer
of the Department of Public Works,
State of Louisiana, has certified to
this Commission that the Contractor
has completed Contract No.,57Q-38-04
befwéen the Louisiana Wil&life‘aﬂﬁ’
Fisheries Commission and Grillot . |
Companﬁ, Inc., for Bayo; Lamoque
Improvemenﬁs 1974 (Revised) Plaquemines .
Pariéh, and has recommended that the
same be accepted,v

- NOWQTHEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED

by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission that the work done by Grillot
Company, Iné., Contractor, under Con-
tract No. 570-38-04 with the Louisiana
‘Wildlife and Fisheries Commisgion,_ p |
dated January 28, 1977, be and is |
Aherebylacceptéd.

'BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that

the Secretary be:and is authoriied and -
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directed to file a certified copy of
this resolution in the Mortg#gé Records'
of Plaquemines Parish.:
MR. SCHAFER: Item 6 on the agenda, Mr.
Chairman, {is in§olved‘in two parts that we ﬁould
like to discuss,' One is for the discussion of the
oyster surve& fees and the other is for the oyster
vléasé ;;pta1 fees. |
As you know, our costs for boats and
‘equipment, fuel, materials and sdpplies and insur-
ance have beed.steadily'going up.‘ The payroll and
the bgnefit costs for the p#yroll have steadily
been géing up. Our'budget for thé past four or
five years has been pretty steaay. It is on kind
of a standstill budget that we are wdrking on.
The fees for the survey have not been increased
since January 1, 1961, and at that time we only
had 65,000 acres under lease and some 600 applica-
tions on file,‘as compared to about 210;000 acres
under lease ahd about 1,800 applic#tions on file.
The Commission has been Spgnding,
in figufing up the current year,~abou£ $4 for~every

$1 collected, doing these surveys.
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Section 425 of the Louisiana Revised
iStatutes gives the Commission the authority to
fix fees for survey'andﬂégail be paid By the.
applicant to the COmmissioﬁ in compensation fdr
the services of making this survey.

We would like to increase these survey
fééé so.that we can recoup the money that it 1s.
costing.the survey section ;6»make these.surveys
to the following: fhe present for minimum of 10
acres 1is noﬁ $20 and we‘wouldilike to go to $50;
~from 10 to 20 acres, thé present is $30 and we
,_would like to go to $70. Every additional acre
up to 200 acres, the present is SOkcents; we would
1ike_to go.to'$2; gﬁd for every additional acre up
to 1,000 acres, the present is 25 cents and we
would like to go to $1;

' Under the new proposed fees for éomeope"
surveying a 1,000-acré application, the new cost
would be $1,230 as codpéréd to $320 of the old
fees, which would recéup that‘four-to-one that'it
is now gosting the.Commission.A

Would you want to act on this or do you

want to go to --
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now. It is $50; as I understand it, for 10 acres
minimum; $70 for 10‘to 20 ad?es; $2 for every addi-
tionai»acre-up to 200 acres; and $1 for each addi-
‘tional acre up to 1,000 acres, |

Gentlemeh, you hear the recommendation.,
Do I have a motion? Does anybody on the floor
want to‘speak? Mr. Perez? Mr. Chalin Perez,
Parish President of Plaquemines Parish.

MR. CHALIN PEREZ: Mr. Chairman and
Gentlemen of the Commissioﬁ, 1 doﬁ't necessarily
want to speak at.this time but it seems to me that
inasmuch as there are goingA;§ be several very
radic#l and far-reaching'changes in all of your
structure fees, éarticularly with regard to acre-
age, that I would like to suggest that we'address'
ourselves to the whole problem at the same time

rather than piecemealing this thing, because I do

believe it would be an injustice both to the peopl

who are here énd also to‘fhe Commissidn not to hav]

the whole picture in front;qf you aﬁ oﬁe time. |
I would fr#nkly like not to'havé to Spe#ﬁ

on this particular subject because I recognize the
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need for some adjgscments; but at the same time
some of the thiﬁgs that'you fellows are proposing
to do today are a rédical départure from what you
do in other fields, and for that reason I would
like to suggest maySe; if it were in order,.that
the whéle subject matter of what to do about chang-
ing feeé for oyster fishermen be discussed at one
. time rather than take up one farticula: phase of
it at a time, if that is in order. |

| THE CHAIRMAN: The Chair will yield to
Mr. Pe:éz' suggestion. We will ﬁake up now the
first item on the agenda under yéu Mr. Schafer,
which is the rental.

MR. SCHAFER: Under the 6yster lease
rental fees now being charged, of course the
expenses'are the same. The increase has been
going up continuously and the longer we keep the
fees ﬁhat we have got now,‘the more in the hole we
" go. We figuréd ub the same thing‘the '74-"'75
fiscal year #nd back then it was costiﬁg us $§3
for every $1; today it is costing us $4 for every
‘$1_we are taking in. Those same expenses involve

the rental also, and this rental fee has not
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increased since this law went into effect, since
'the State started leasing back.in 1903, when the
law required $1 per acre per‘year at that time,
‘and it hasn't gone up since that time.

The legislature did give the Commission
aﬁthority under Section 425 to fix theée fees at
not less than $1 nof more than'$5, so you do ﬁave

. some authority to raise these rental fees.

We would just like you to discuss, know-
ing our problem of the money that we need to con-
tinue these services and to keep us from going
further in the hole, we would like to‘&w these
fees raised. |

MR. WILLE% Harry, at the same time with
these fees, are you proposing an increase in the'
survey? |

" MR, SCHAFER: Both the survey and the
rental fees, right. |

MR, WILLE: O. K,, because I knew that
we were iosing our donkey 6n fhat survey, from what
I understood, ahyway.. | |

THE CHAIRMAN: He first made the recom-

mendation a minute ago when Mr. Perez asked that

(3
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we consider that later because there is some input
iin the audience he wants to get in before making a
decision on it. . | _

MR. WILLE: O. K;,'fine. I missed that,
I am sorry, Harry. | |

THE CHAIRMAN: AnYthing else you want to
say, Mr. Schafer, befofe I call for input from the
audiencé? o

MR. SCHAFER: No, sir.

TQE CHAIRMAN: Just as a matter of recorq, .
the Chair would like to know how many people in thd
audience today own leases.

(Show of hands)

ﬁow manyoin here operate on a share-

cropper basis, who operate other pebple's leases?
(Two hands‘raised)

We have gotltwo; Yes, sir.

MR. LUTTRELL: So that I can be more
knowledgeable about this proposition, Harry, yéu
said this fee was established as $1 an acre iﬁ
1903 and it is still $1 today.

MR. SCHAFER: Right.

MR. LUTTRELL: What was the income of thg
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oyster fisherman in 1903? 1In other ﬁords; how
1much_did he get per sack for oysters?

MR. SCHAFER: I uhderstand iﬁ was about
50 éents a sack back at thése days.

.‘MR; LUTTRELL: All right, and today he
.gets about -- . | |
| MR, SCHAFER: Oh, it runs-anywhere from
$6 to $10'ﬁow. ’ |

MR. LUTTRELL: I see. Then he is still
paying the same fee for a $7 or $8 sack of oysters
as he paid back for a 50-cent sack of oysters?

’ﬁR. SCHAFER: Yes.

MR. iUTTRELL: I see,. I'juét'wanted to
gét a picture of td;t.

'MR. RIGGS: I might mentidn this one
fact, that even considering the proposed increase
in fees would make thé Department of Wildlife and
Fisher;es break even, qn&er the present restriction
of the legislature, in another five years the
Department will still be losing money,.even thdugh
they adoptéd an increase. That is a considerafion,
1 too. |

MR. SCHAFER: I think wi;h the increase
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in these fees, too, we would be able to give
betﬁer services and that we wdn't have as many
applicants coﬁing in. Thefevwill be less specu-
lation on Qhat is good ground and what is bad
ground. Some of the marginal stuff would probably
be released and might be taken up by somé of the
smaller people who could work these things a 1itel
bit more intensively.

THE CHAIRMAN: Who at this time would
‘like to be heard froﬁ the audience? 'Mr. Perez?
Mr. Patti? | o

REPRESENTATIVE fATTI: Mr,'Chairman, I
overlooked‘introducing the police juror from_ét.
‘Bernard Parish and my distribt, ﬁr. Rodrigues,.
who is standing up by that door there.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr.‘Rodrigues, glad to
have you with us,

MR. CHALIN PEREZ: Mr. Chairman and
Gentlemeﬁ of the Commission, I am sure, as you
are aﬁafe, that this is’a matter of noksmall
importance to-a largé segment_of the people.of
oﬁr parish, What is prbpoééd here today is in

one giant step to multiply by five times the fees

[ .
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being paid for the righf to the use of lands for
ipe0p1e to make a living. I don't recall at any
other time by any other bo#rd under anf other
circumsténces that there ﬁas éver Suéh a radical
approach or such a drastic approach towards trying
to solve a problenm,

You know, I tﬁink that many of you ﬁho
really.aré not familiar with.how oystef fishermen
fish and oyster culture don't realize what it takes
to make an 6ysteg bea profitable and uéable. There
are.no.questioﬁs that-there érg some beds which in]|~
their natural state are productive but there. are

many, many.bedé that require very substantial

Q

ihvestmgnts on the part of an oyster fisherman
before these beds are suitable forlbyster culture.
Many oyster fiéhe:men have to come in and
either put in oysters, clam shells or other shells
‘at tremendous cost in order to be able to make.
theif beds producti?e, éo it is not just a ques-
tion of how many dollars does it take, how manf
dollérs is the state receiving and what it cost
yeérs ago for a sack of 6ysters and what do they

gét.gor a sack of oysters today. The farmer is in
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the same condition and so is just about anybody
" else, but on the other hand, the cost to the farmer
today of his fuel #nd'his Eraétors,and everything
else he operates has increased dramatically and so
has the cbst; even more so, be;éuse alllwofk:on
the waters has to be with an awful lot of fuel
eipénse aqd other expenses have increased to the
Afishermen.tremeﬁaouély.' | | |
I; is not just a consiﬁération of what

did we get in the old.days and what are we getting
today. One of:the big ﬁrobiemé that oystef}fish-
ermen have today is trying to protect what they |
legitimétely want to use in order to stop other
ﬁéopie from encroééhing on them, and beémJSe of
the fact that there is a great dealiof lack of
accuracy and the preservation of stakes where
éeople fish, they have got to»prétect that acreége
By buying sometimes three, four gnd.five times as
muchAsurrounding the area thatlthey are using in
order to protect the‘#creage that they are actu-
ally using; so it is costing them three, four and
five times as much as one ddllar, but if you mul-

tiply thése -- say a man has 100 acres he 1is
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‘using and he picks up 400 to,prdtect the 100, he
is now paying $400, and if you multiply that by
fiVe; you are talkiﬁg\abouf.sz,ooo, and that is
orie of the problems that we are discussing, the
fact that it is not ohly'the écreage that ﬁhe man
has to hold in order to produce buf it‘is also
the acreage which he has to hold to pfotect his
area, to see to it that it is not encroached.
"Another prbblem that oyster fishermen
have ié the fact thét they -- just like the fields
that you use, you cannot continué to utilize the
same area year after year after year for oyster
production. There are many areas where an oyster
fisherman will plant one year here and then by the
time that crop matures he has to let that lay by
and go to another area. None of these considera-l
tions are being taken into account with respect
to tﬁe value of oyster'beds.
| But'I might séy to you, gentiemen, I
don't know wﬁether you are going to approach the
samé problem with regard, for instance, to sporttj
.hunting. Are we going to deéide how mdch it

costs for all of these various wildlife refﬁgesA
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throughout tﬁe state and say, 0. K., it costs the
state X-millions of dollars and so thefefore each
man who.buys a hunting licenée, instead of pajing
$5, maybe he is going to have to $100 or $260. If
we try to figure out what the costs of acquisition,
administering are, you know, are we going té»say
it is O. K.'for the sportsmen to use this for
.recreaﬁion but the guy has got to make a living

- 8o we are going to get from him what it costs‘us
to administer these programs? | | |

I don't think that that is really a
reasonable, right approach ﬁnless you are going'
to say.you afe going to do that with regard to all
of government, and we know we don't operate
goverhment that way.

But let me call to your attention the
fact that under the Constitution of 1974 there are
no such things as dedicéted funds, so you could
decide that ydu are going to increase,'if you had
the authoritj to do it, to $100 an acre a year;
and you wouldn t have one guarantee that you would
'get one more dollar to be utilﬁnd for your wild—

life and fishery purposes. So, if you take this
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drastic action of going from $1 to $5, you are
not guaranteeing these oyster fishermen that they
are goiﬁg to benefif one id;a. I think'chatﬂis é
bad; bad thing to try to promise and make these
people believe, well,‘look.if we increase four
fees here and we increase your lease renta1 he:é,
we are'goiné to be able to give you people better
. servic;, You don't know and it is not under your
control to provide these peéple better sefvice
becauée of the fact that it is up to the legis-
lature to appropriate these fundé, and yod have
no diréct control over ﬁhem; | |

| Now I know that you can‘go recommend.
I know you can go and sa& to the legislature;
"Gee,vwe increased the fees so you odght to give
us some more money;ﬁ but'that is strictlj at the
will of the legislature, aﬁd maybe some north
Loﬁisiana legislators may come along and say,
"Well; look, gentlemen, we think that money would
be better uséd by buying us a wildlife refuge up
in north Louisiana somewhere." That has been doﬁe
‘time and time again.

When these funds were dedicated’funds;
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prior to 1974, there were tremeﬁdous balances
left in the wildlife refuge fund. Where did those
monies go? Throughout the fesc of the state to
support tﬁe rest 6f the state.

1 say to you and I éhallengé any one of
you to prove-otherwise, that the.fishefies of éoutm
" Louisiana more than.provide evefy dollar thatiis
spent b& the Wilalife and Fisheries Commission.

In fact, you don't spend'énough dollars down here
taking care of the wildlife and fisheries business
and too large a:Share of the income fhat comes from
ghe wildlife and fisherigs goes té spdfts.fiéhing.
| So; there is no justification, no reason
that you éan~go to a fisherman and say;'"Look,<we
are going to charge you more so we éan.give you
better service, or wé are going.to chafge‘you more
' because you are not putting up your fair share,"
because neither one of those arguments applies.

VI would like to suggest to you that there
has to bé some other reason, some other motive, as -
to why there'would.be’such a radical proposal; goinig
from $1 to $5 invoﬁé giant step. I think that |

.

part of that reason, or a lafge part of the reason,

2889 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new orleans




66

goes along tﬁe lines of there are many people who
ibuy oyster leases with the hope that someday, some-
how; they may receiQe some bénefits frém it and not
necessarily directly from oyster culture.

AI_suggest to you gentlemen that the way
“to cure that problem, I suggest to you that theré
could be standards adopted with regard to the
prices éaid, and that 1f a pérson is actively util-
izing a substantial perﬁentagé of the leased acre-
age, that his rental should be such that you would
encourage oystef culﬁuré. On the'otﬁer'hénd,~if
you have people who are holding acreage for years
and years and not utilizing it, then I think those
péOpLe ought to péyfan awful 1lot because.we all
know that they are holding 1{1t, firsf,of all, and.
| not making it productive for the peopie of the |
state, and théy are not producing the foodstuffs.

I would like to suggest to you that there
shouid be some approach where we might have what
might be called a gtandfather clause, that thosé
who 51ready'have it ought to be able fo hold onto

their acreages;at a price substantially less than

$5, that any newileases; if you so feel that you
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“have to increase the prices, that the new leases
would be qndervthe new price, and that, if as a
result of any.leasés being,aropped,'the.new leases
would be at the increased price.

I do think it is a tremendously drastic

.thing to tell a man who has had his oyster leases
over the long, many years, and this is his means
of livelihood and he has spent substantial sums
of money improving it, and ail of a sudden say,
"Partner; wé are going to increase your rent five
times, we are éoing to multiply it fi&e times.“
Many times it is realistically a lot more than
five times what he is really using. It is a tre-
‘mendously drastic thing and I think it is t;rribly
ill-advised, and it is going to do a great deal’
of harm to the oyster industry.u‘I think;you
fellows 6ugh£ to seriously.think about this.

| MR. WILLE: Chalin, Mr. Chairman, I
think a motioﬁ is in order right now and I am
going to maké‘it and we will see 1f we can get a
second. to it, that we appoint three Commissioﬁ

'ﬁembers as aﬂ advisory panel to work with Mr,

Perez ahd the oyster people, and we won't make
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any decision on this thing now, we will get
" together witﬁ the appointees tﬁat the Chairman
wili make and meet and we will go over this thing
and see 1f we can come up vith a sensible recom-
mendation tp'the Commission --
MR. PEREZ: 1I would apbreciaﬁe that very
much, . | -
MR. WILLE: -- within the next, well,
let's éay 30 to 60 days.
MR. PEREZ: I am sure the fishermen would
appreciate that very much also. |
MR..WILﬁE: 0. K. 1I made tﬁé mo.tion.
Do I have é second? | | |
| THE CHAIRMAN: We have a motion by Mr.
Wille. Is there a second? |
. ~ MR. DUPUY: I would like to hear some
more discussion before we vote on that motion,
'THE CHAIRMAN: Would you like to withdraw|
the motioﬁ, Mf. Wille?
| MR. WILLE: All right, I will withdraw
the motion at this_tiﬁe. _ |
| THE CHAIRMAN: Anﬂ»we will ﬁave mdre dis-|

cussion, is that satisfactory?
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MR. DUPUY: 1 think there are some other
ipeogle in the'industry thaﬁ would like to be heard
MR. WILLE:. Well;'I think that most of
the people that are here #re éll on the same side
as Mr. Pefez; from what I can gathe;; but iq the
event thét the?e is any objection to that, we wiil
be glad to hear it. - | |
" THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Perez, I think Mr.

- Gilbert wanted to address you for a minute.

MR. GILBERT: No, that's O. K., Chalin.

I just want to tell you the hunters' license fee -/

MR. PEREZ: Has jumped from one to five

over a period of years, yes.. |
'ﬁR. GILBERT: Correct. It has gone from
-- in '74 it was .raised from two to five. |

MR. PEREZ: Yes, sir.

MR. GILBERT: So they have borne a share
and there are many, many more hunters than there
are byéte: leases. "

| - MR, PEREZ: .But»it is only a total of
$2 to $5.iﬁste§d éf $2,000 to $5,000,Ayou know,

MR. GILBERT: ' But look how many more

hunters there arelin this state. We have some

[
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400,000 hunters.

MR. PEREZ: 1I was only tryiﬁg to utilize
that as an example,-from a étandpoint of how much
does it coét-to manage, own and manage these wild-
life areas throughout the state, and how muéh
revenue does ﬁ%e‘state receive in return, as com-
pared to how.much do the fisheries interests éut
into the state treasury and how much do they get
back. I think if you compared it, you would £find
out. that che'fisheries interests put more in than
they get out, aé compared to thevéports hunting,
which pﬁt a lot less in.

| MR. GILBERT: One'dthervpoint, Chalin.
I don't agree with your stafement that the oyster
farmer, or rather the leaseholder, has to lease
additional acreage all around what he has leased.
If I own a piece of property and I have trespassers
on thié plece of property, if I followed your —
example I would either buy the surrounding land
or lease the éurrounding land.

MR. PEREZ: Well, Sonny, See,if you
lived out 1p our neck of the woods, you would

understand it a little better. When you can get
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in your pickﬁp truck and drive around the perimetex
- any fime of-day or night and pfotect'your area, |
you.would be right, but 1if &ou had to live out in
the marshes; and people generally don't live in
the marshes right where the oyster beds are any
more, but when they get into questions'asout where
a lease line 1is, yoﬁ have always got a road or you
have got something else, but you are out in the
middle of the water and you have a stake, and this
man picks your stake up.aﬁd he moves it 200 or 300
feét‘over here. |

Yoﬁ.kﬁow what I have had happenﬂwith
Wildlife and Fisheries 1eases° This 1is God's'
truth., I had a darnedest fight in Baf Adam one.
time. We had one lease sitting 1like this and
another lease like this ana another lease 1like
this, and one man was planting and two otﬁer peOpie
were taking ﬁhem up. If you want to see_some-
fusses out in the marshes, you ought to come out
and 1ivé'wi;h us a little while. It is not thev
same as living'on.high ground and protecting }our
ground there. It is an aﬁful lot different,

béfieve me.

§§§! HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans



72

‘don't go out there!

Chalin. You know that that has not been raised

ever said, “Partner, I am going to multiply your

THE CHAIRMAN:A I was telling Sonny,
'MR. GILBERT: Just one other point,

since 1903.

‘MR, fEREZ:_ I am not in disagreement,
sif; that there shouid Be some adjustments. 1 am
just sa&ihg that‘a'$5 increaég, multiplying it by
five times, and again fhis is these people's live-
lihood~and yﬁu are not ju;t talking about an acré,
you - are talking'about up to 1,000 acres per person,
SO you are-talking about go;ng from:$1,000 to
$5,000 for réntal. I don’t.think any of your

]

tenants that you ever had on your farms, that you

rent five times in one year."” I would doubt that
any farmer has ever done thét to one of his tenéntﬂ.
MR. GILBERT: I couldn't have Stayed in
busiﬁess if I hadn't raised it since 1903; I would
not be here today! |
Mk. PEREZ: Senator, I am in total,aéree-
menﬁ that-théreiéhould.be some adjustment. I just

think that what is proposed today, the radical
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multiplication by five times, 1s just much too
imuch, and I really think we ought‘to sit down and
talk about it,. | | |

Thank you.

MR. RIGGS: Mr., Perez, could I address
_'you with -a question, sir? |

MR. PEREZ: Yes, sir.

'ﬁR. RIGGS: I am new on the Commission
but I have been informed by pretty reliable sources|
that some péﬁple hold large leases that they don't
actually fiéh themselves, the&}#ublet them to
other pedple and more or less draw a royalty.

MR. PEREZ: First,'ﬁhere is a limitation,
I believe ;- what i; it, a thousand acres per
person? A thousand acres per persoﬁ, SO no one
can hold more tha; a thousand acres, gdfrthat is.
an awful lot of acres. But the truth of the matter
is that most good oyster fishermen own their own
leasés. Again, I have explained that an awful lot
r of people have spent fortunes improving the ﬁro?-
erty over a'period.of‘years. I say to.you that 1is

one of the problems we are héving that we need to

work out, but because there are some people who
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are sharecropping chese.things, and some péOple
iwho are abusing the rights that are given to them,
is no reason to penﬁlize the 95 percent of the
fellows who are good, solid, honestAoyster fisher-
men. That is the problem we have got, you see.

'MR. RIGGS: .Then oné other question. I
uﬁdérstand that we do haQe numerous acreages leased
that are hon-pro&uctive, and of course the person-
nél here in the department seem to think that it
might cause people to get out and deve10p these
areas and make them productive 1if there was an .
increased fee, that possibly they would get out
vand work a little bit harder to develop them. Do
you think that would happen’ _

MR PEREZ° o Well thé onés -that are
generally not develop;d are not ev?r going to be-
dgveloped, anyhow, and we suspect that people buy
leases for purposes othef than to cultiﬁate oysters
but Be-that as it may, there are ways oé handling
the mattef, and in my remarks i sgggested.that
what(should.be done isvsee 1f we can't prdmote

oysﬁer culture By'those who are- actively héndling

their leases, possibly havihg.one rental, and those

98 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the compiete convention service in new orleans



75

who arevletting these leases 1ay by'year aftér year
after year; making it expensive enough'for them
either to utilize if or give it up.

I'think that we could come up with some
sort of formula like that which might solve.a~lot_'
of problenms gnd\ét‘the same time encourggé oystér-a:
culturef | '

THE CHAIRMAN: Isn't there a_proviso-in
the law where a man who has a lease has to farm at
least 10 percent of it or eiphg;llose ic?

Mk. PEREZ: Yés;"Ij;Qink it is;Section‘
488, if you wiii hand me that book, please. .

. THE CHAIRMAN: Maybe all of a sudden thig
Commission ought to start enforcing that. |

MR. PEREZ: Yes, there is a provision,
Section 428, and if you will look at your little
green book, it is on page 112, which reqﬁires that
'each‘ﬁénant leasing water bottoms shall each year
'after;the commencément of thé lease place under
cultivation_af least oqe-tenth of the leased
barfen water’boftoms and tﬁht each lessee shall
.ﬁlant their own sufficient shells and so forth.

We have a lot of good solid provisions

[
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in the law already, and it seems to me that that
"i{s the more realistic approach.rathef than just sayj]
acrbss the board, Qhether yﬁu.have‘been a good
productive éyster farmer and you have been putting
shells in and you have been spending your money:tﬁ
improve the area so that we can ﬁave 1mpfoved
oystgf c#lture, we are going to stick you the same
as‘this other guy who sits there holding tha; 1easé
for nothing,.hoping tha; somebody may ;ome along
some kind of way and benefit him financially
otherwise. | .
| That is why I think this matﬁerjneeds a
great deal more stqdy with some solid recémmen&a-_
tions, | | .
"MR. LAPEYRE: ﬁr. Perez, I would have td
say that when I came into this meeting today, and
I was presented with the figures that Harry has
stated, that adjustments have hot been made since
1903, that the afgument for é raise even to $5
seemed eﬁtirely 5ustifia51é and reasonable, called |
for and probably neceésary. However, yéu havé o
made points which make me think thét perhaps I

]

don't fully understand the economics of the
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situation, and thereforé I would be prepared to
isecond the motion 1if it 1is called‘again, Mr.‘
Chairman. | |

MR. WILLE: I.wguld like to know if ther?
is anybody oﬁpoééd to the motion that would wish
to be heard, the motion as I ﬁade it for this |
thiﬁg to go under a stﬁdy.

| .THE CHAIRMAN: Stafe your>name and who

you represent, sir. .

Mﬁ. WILLIAM A. KASS, IVv: William A.
Kass, IV, President, Louisiana Oyster Dealers and
Growers Aésociation. I would 1like to go on
record right now as supporting Mr. Wille's motion
bécaqse since 1976: I have it written in black and
white, this Association has propose& to the Wild;
life and Fisheries some raises to be made'fo com~
.pensate for the losses, and I think by sitting dowr
and working this thiné out, we can come to a jﬁs-
tifiable reason.
) -Genﬁlemen,vqﬁe thing I'wanf ﬁo_donsider
if yéu are not going to pass this motion today, I

would like to have everyone heard who has their

reasons, and one reason I would like to poiht out
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right now; the survey fee should go up; yes., It
has got to‘be wbrked out. But if you go up on the
rentals, are you going to rébate these fishermen
when they are wiped out by natural and manmade
disasters which we aré not protected by. I'think
Mr. Perez pointed out that we have great invest-
~ments to be,ﬁade, and the costs. You are talking
~about eépnomics. Well, check iﬁto the cost of
producing a sack of oysters and you will find odt,
I would like to go back to thaﬁ 50-cents-a-~sack
day becguseAthere was a lot more brofit made on
the doliar invested. |

| 1 would encourage Mr, Wille to make_this
motion again and.as a state association we would
support it. |

MR. WILLE: Let me restate ﬁhe motion and

say this, if'the motion is defeated by the Commis-
sion,'then.eVerybody wili be heard. 1It is not
going'to hurt #nything for the motion to be made,
so I am going”to make the motion again that thé
Chairman of the Commission appoint a ﬁhree-member.
body from the:Commission to study this thing and

give us at least 30 to 60 days, whichever is

a0 . .
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appropfia;e; until we feel we caﬁ'come‘with a good
solid recommen§ation back to the éommission, or
this body feels that they can come back with a'
good solid recommendation tp,;he Commiésion, and
that 1is in the form of a motion, gentlemen.A

THE CHAIRMAN: We have a motion made by
Mr. Wille. ,fes, sir, would you come forward?

" I am sorry, I have a‘motion on the floor
and I have got to get'a.éecénd to it. Wait just
one minute, sir. |

| MR. LAPEYRE: I second it.

THE CHAIRMAN: I have a second by Mr.
Lapeyré. All in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

MR, DUPUY: Mr. Chairman, i.am in full
agreement with the motion but I believe that while
all these folks are here we ought to hear as much
we can for the record so that we will indeed know -

MR.'WILLE: Marc, I have no objection to
sitting here all day long. The only reason I am
making a motion -~

MR, DUPUY: Well, I think the motion was

[]
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premature but -- |
| THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlémen; I have a motion

and a second. I would likejto call for a vote.
All in favor say aye. |

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any oppdsedé

-(No responsé)

Hearing none, so ordered.

Representative Patti. '

REPRESENTATIVE PATTI: Meﬁbetﬁiof‘fhe
Commission, let me take a moment to éongratulate'
Mr. Wille and the members for the motion that you
jusf passed.A I think that was the proper ﬁhing to
do. I had come here this morning against the
increase and of course Répresentative Fernandez
called me last night, he was agalinst it, SO.I
think what you are doing here now, with a sub—“
committee from this Commission, blus an input from
the oyster growers themselvés, over a period of -
time can work this thing out together. You can geg
an input from them on their feelings and the whole
thing to get a clearer picture, and I think thé

final conclusion will be a good thing and hopefully
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a help to the commercial fishermen because lately
ithey.have been getting the short end'of‘the stick.
" Thank you very much. | | |

THE CHAIRMAN:A Tﬁank you'vef}‘ﬁuch,
Representative Patti. Yes, sir.

‘MR. HENRY RODRIGUES:‘ Thank you, Mr.
Chairman and Members~bf'the Commission,

| 'THE CHAIRMAN: Would you state your
name, pléase. |

MR. RODRIGUES: "Henry Rodrigues; District
Eight, Police Juror, St. Berna;d Parish. |

THE CHAIRMAN: That is for the record's
sake so we can get it on the tape.

MR. RODRIEUES: Yes; sir; Thank you. We
came up here today in opéosition to'what.you had
proposed and 1 am glad to sée this motion pass.
The only thing I would like‘to add, is there any
possibility of a member from St. Bernmard Parish
being on this committee? I don'# quite understand
about your committee. |

MR. WILLE: The committee will be from
the Commission, Commission members. It will be

three people from the Commissibn that will be
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your different various committees that'yo; may
propose, like your ﬁolice jury. They will meet
with Mr. Perez and his group. Then when they get
ail though cpmpiling ail this, they will maké the
recommendation to the Commission. 1In other ﬁords,
this will be.an imparfial committee from thé:CQm;
,mission;, There will be three Comﬁissiqn members.

MR. RODRIGUES: ©O. K. 1In pther words,
you will have three Commission méﬁbers from the
"Wildlife and Fisheries. ' | |

MR. WILLE: Three people from this Com-
mission that you see sitting righﬁ here now, thefe
‘will be threé appointees by the Chairman,

MR. LAPEYRE: And I might add, of course;
members of the st#ff, the.Commission staff, |

MR. WILLE: Right, there will be Commis-
sion'étaff meﬁbers, tob, ﬁo help with this thing.
It is not going to be any kangaroo type thing, I
will tell you that.

MR. RODRIGUES: That is all I wanted to
know. I was a'little confused when I came in here.

\

I wasn't quite sure whether I was at the Sportsmen'

82
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Lengue or Wildlife and Fisheries.. | |

| THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much, sir.

The Chair at this:time is going to name

Mr. Wille to chair this committee, Mr. Gilbert and
Mr. Lapeyre. Do any of these gentlemen have any
objection to being'put on that, - do you have time
to do it? The committee stands with Mr. Lapeyre,
Mr. Gilbert and Mr. Wille.
| Is there anybody else would iike to be
heard? We are going.to go on until about 11:30.
We have the Netional DU Symposium with Secretary
Andrus at 12 o'clock over at the Hyatt Regency.
You are all invited to this DU Symposium and that
is why we set the meeting for 9:00 o clogk this
morning inetead of 10:00, the usual time, and we
~are trying to move the meeting along. Doeées anyone
else wish to be hear&? Mr. Kass.

MR, WILLIAM A. KASS, IV: Gentlemen, we
have two things_that-have been brouéht to the
Association.

One ef the problems is the new oystet
tags that we are getting four different stories

on it and we would like if you all could clear it

( .
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up. We are getting one'story‘that the tags cost
ig cent and three cents for enforcement. Another
is three ceﬂts for cost and one cent for handling.
The third was one cent on cost and three cents on
severance.taxes.and two'centé cost énd two cents
'handling. If you all could, we would like to haﬁe
this clarified. | |
"Also, the only other probleﬁ ﬁe have'is
we would like to know &hat happened that a drilling
rig was permitted to Ee put on top of a shell plaﬂt
'in the Black Bay area Qherehnggreifighﬁing for
.shellé right now. We aréqprétfy short of it and
we would like to know what happened to this. -A
ldt of fishermen wa; pretty upset to see a drill;ng
Irig sitting on top of}the shell,plaﬁted.this yeaf.
THE CHAIﬁnAN: Harry, can you answer that|
I imagine one of the reasons, Mr. Kass, we are shorit
on energy in this country and we are trying td
play catch-up but we don't control all that. The
State Mineral Board has the right to make the léaseA
and do make the leases. Go ahead, Harry, and see

if you can answer his questions;

MR. SCHAFER: As for the tags, we went
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through and tried to estimate what it would cost
for the adminisﬁrative cost; enforcement and every- .
thing ha&ing to do with theée tags,}thevnew oyéter
tags that the legislature gave to the Wildlife and
Fisheries, which used to be with the Health Depart-
ment, The new law‘gave'this authority to the
Wildlife and Fisheries.

| We tried to figure all expenses involved
and we came up with a four-cent per tag, buying
tﬁem in a thousand-lot.

THE CHAIRMAN: Are thosé paper tags?

MR. SCHAFER: Cardboard tags with a
plastic dart on them so they can be stuck on the
sack real.fast. |

THE CHAIRMAN: You can buy those for
four cents apiece. Tell him what your éost is.

MR. SCHAFER: We}l, we tried to figure
everyﬁhing we could. Enforcement. It has nothing
tb do with sevérance tax. It does not include any
severance tax; This is for the clerical help, the
administrative help, the tags themselves, what if
’cqét‘us to buf the tags, just any costs that we

came up with, and we came up with four cents per
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tag in thousand lots,.

IHE CHAIRMAN: Does that answer that for
you, Mr, Kass? | | | |

MR. KASS: That is enforcement, the cost
of-the tags and the cost of handling, right?

MR. SCHAFER: Administrative, rig@t. vAnd
it does not_include any severance tax. |

Now, as far as the rig that movéd in,
they did have a permit from the Mineral Board.
They mo#ed-in at night. We didn't know about it
until we woke up the next morning; A man called
and saia there was a rig right on the new shell
plant fhat we planted last year that was supposed
to be opened this September. We went amd tried to
stop them from doing anything. That was on a
weekepd at night, ﬁhen we got there they were
already some 3;500 feet down in the ground, they
already had punched a hole. I had my biologist
staj there the'whoie time and we are keeping track
~of what is happening on the shell plant because of
the rig being there, and once this is completed,‘
we will bring this before you, the damage that was

done, and if you want to pursue it with the company
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‘po get fhesé damages back from the company from whajt
they caused on this shell plant, that will be your
prerogative. | | ‘ |

THE CHAIRMAN: What is your estimated
fcost of the damages? |

- MR.,SCHAFE&: We don't have it complétely
figured yet.‘ We are still,waiting for mortality,.
_They‘ha§g moved off now,.théy #re gone now, and
we want to wait a couple of weeks and then go back
and check mortality again énd seeiif any mortality
developéf | >' | |
_ THE CHAIRMAN: Wheﬁ_didmt;is happen;>

Harry?. When did this take place?"' |

MR. SCHAFER: This was about three weeks
'ago,'yeé. During the holidays when evefybody was
off. |

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Do you usually keep
this’information to yourself, Harry, or do yod
disséminate this within the Commission,:because
this is news to me as Director,.

MR. SCHAFER: It .is usually disseminated.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Just one of them we -

missed, eh?
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| THE CHAIRMAN: This is the first I have
heard about it.. .

MR. LUTTRﬁLL: It seems that some discus-
sion between this Board and the Mineral Board might
be in order, to give a‘permit out without checking.
with"ﬁs. ’ | .

MR. RASS: If i may, I would like fo','
clarify a little something here. We are talking
about raising because we need more money. We are
talking about over a hundred thouéand dollars worth
of shelis that were planted for ofstermen. Now
for the last three months I have been coming here
and getting mad like a mpnkéy; sométimes people |
thiﬁk if is, hollering about letters of no objec-
tion. Before that rig could be on th#t shell they
have. to havé'a letter of no objection from this
Wildlife.anthisheries Department.

. Now'eithef somebody is incompetent in_.
s}gning these ietters or they have got a rubber
stamp somewhere. Now all we are doing is bringing
a proBlem; and this doesn't look good. We are |
fighting for survival. We are looking at taxes

being raised up 500 percent, and here we are,
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‘letter of no objection because the Corps of Engi-

| neers won't give them this drilling rig, so I ask

‘I am sure théy could handle it in a much better

$100,000 worth of shells beiné wasted. Sure, com-
pensation. What;_$5;ooo or $10,000 maybe for half
a million dollarsworth of séed oysters that woﬁld
be so valuable this September.,

You heard the biologist in here a.month
ago tell you there is no more seed. Now here is

a shell plant area. Now somebody had to issue a

you gentlemen to maybe look at who is stamping
these letters of no objection or who is signing
them. |

| THE CHAIRMAN: Mr, Kass, let mé say this.
I am sure that the Department did it, issue a
letter of no objection. However, there are 4,000
or'$,000 requests made for letters of no objection
each year to this Department, to the best 6f my
recoliection, and I am sure that Dr. St. Amant and
his staff issuéd this letter, but I am sure they
did it to the best of their ability. If they had

a hundred more people to investigate these thingé,

way.

[ 1]
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However, we will go back and see 1if we
Acan'recover some damages if thére are'damages to
the reef. The State I am sure got a good handsome
lease on that property. I am sure 1f it is a pro-
ductive well that they will also get a lot of
taxes frqm it, and hopefully we can get some ﬁore
money and plant some more reefs to relieve yoﬁ.

I ﬁndersténd your plight and I agree
with you that you have got some problems and we
will try to work with you and work it out.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Yes, but in defense
of Dr. St. Amant, I am sure he is in the building
somewhere, he might have been on the phone, but I
think we should ask him while the news media is
here, there are accusations being made and I think
we should ask him to come in and defend himself.

" THE CHAIRMAN: Will someone get Dr. St.
Amant, please. |

MR. KASS: Mr. Berry, you are 100 percent
right abéut 4,000 applications, but I am sure
there are very few applications that read Blaék
Bay or Bay DuChene‘or any seed ground sanctuary

that this state paid for, and I am sure when that

t
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letter of objection -- because I read every one of
them; in the morning it takes me five minutes to go
over th;s set of thiﬁgs - aﬁd if the bays are not
labelled on there where an oyster-growing area
is, I throv them in thé garbage can. But aﬁything
that has an sttengrowing area, I pull them out
and see.that some of the fishermen in that area
get 1t. | |

I think if I can go through these per-
mits in five minutes, I am sure Df. St. Amant, who
is a much more brilliant man than.I am, can do it.

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me say this, Mr.
Kass, with respect to Dr. Sﬁ. Amaﬁt.' You said sdme
body 1is either~inc§mpetent or had a rubber stamp.-
I don't think you will find anybody in the United
States, and Dr. St. Amant is kﬁown worldwide, who
will tell you that he is incompetent. There might
have Been an error made here but I wish that
§vérybodj we had on this Commissioh was as com-
petent as Dr..St. Amant. Dr. St. Amant,

DR. ST. AMANT: I don't know what the
.problem is yet. | |

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Kass, would you come
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back up énd state that ;gaiﬁ so Dr. Sf; Amant can
'rebgke what fou said or-give a reason for it.
MR. KASS: Betwéeﬁ Christmas and New
Year's of this year a drilling rig Qas placed on
top of a shell plant in the Black Bay area. Does
that ciarify it, Doc? |
,‘DR. ST. AMANT: I understand that_tﬁere
was a rig that moved in or near this plant and it
did come in and they were notified there was a
planting in the area. We were under the impres-
sion they were working on the edgé df it. Now
Mr. Dugas informed me that as they moQéd.in there,
they were within the planted section. |
I don't know whether this was intentional
or whether it was accidental., We have madé the
appropriate presentation to these people to do
something about it. I think either we are going
to gét'some correction on it or we are going to get
something in kind. \
o THE CHAIRMAN:  His éueétion; Doc, was -
‘why a letter of no objection was issued on this
particular reef, on'this ﬁarticular area.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Does the Department

\

® ' : . -
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ptnpoinﬁ the location? - o | .

DR. ST. AMANT: The Departmeht pinpoints
the location of the~oil well and we know we have
a planting in there, but there is also an oil
field right in the whoie area; the State of Louisi-
ana has issugd a léaée, and there is a complete set
of wells all over this area; Now what happened is
they exercised their right within their lease with
the State of Louisiana to drill this well and they
moved over toward the edge of thié thing; and
apparently either their line went:further or our
line was not well documented on the map, and we
just made a mistake on it, éimplyvthét.

In handling that manyvpermits, if we
don't make ; mistake once in a while, it is going
to be'unusual.
| THE CHAIRMAN: Thank yoﬁ, Dr. St. Amant,
Mr. Pérez. | | |

MR. EHALIN PEREZ: Mr. Chairm&n, I just
waﬁt to clarify and in defense of Mr. St. Amant,
we also check every well permit that comes in.and-
there is no question that we also made a boo-boo.

We have an oyster fisherman who checks every well

' -
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permit that éomes in and we just flat missed this
one. We didn't think it was going to affect this
particular area and'we found out th#t it did. VWe
do know that there is a third location coming in
this area and we are frying to get them to énake
around so they’won't have to do any dredging and
we are activély working with those ﬁeople-ndw to
. try to gge to it that they don't do any more
daﬁage, but there is no question that nobody is
perfect., We in the past in Piaqdemines also missed
this thing, either because we didﬁ't have the
acéurate information or that our man just missed
it, ﬁut'none of us is perfeét; and I just wantedi
to'sﬁpport Dr. St. Amant,. |

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Who is the oil
comp#ny?

MR. PEREZ: It is Atlantic Richfield.

THE CHAIRMAN: Doc, I would recommend
you check with'them about making compenéafion to
the Commissioﬁ_for any damages that might be out
there. _

DR. ST. AMANT: All right, we will.

‘There will be nd problem with that.

gﬁm , .
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THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, sir. Yes,.sir,
‘would you come forward and state your name. |

MR. LEOPOLD TALIANCICH: Ladies and
gentlemen of the audience, my name is Leﬁpold
Taliancich and I am representing myself. I would
like to make a few comments on this leasing deal;'
éﬁdrl am not worried to§,much one way or the other’
about that letter oflobjection at this time; but I
have‘got something on ﬁhat.

You seé; whéﬁ.something like this comes
up, ‘it is kind bf hard fo express ybur views with-
out stepping on somebody's toes or I hope I don't.
make'no animosity towards nobbdy or’step on any-
bddyfs toes. I wiil apologize now and aftef;
because it is not my intention. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Just tell the truth and
don't worry about it, |

MR. TALIANCICH: Well, the subject has
been.brought'up that the rent hasn't been raised
sin?e the State of Louisiana has started_leasiﬁg.
Well; beforé the State‘of‘Louisiana sﬁarted leas- -
ing, I believe'it.waé the Louisiana policé~juries,

| the parish where the lease ﬁas_located,~that made
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the leases. Then in 1905 or 1906 the State took
over.,

Well, it is said that we paid a-dollar
then and we pay a dollar now. It is said that
oysters sold for 50 cénts then and they seli for
$6 to $10 now. I would like to meet that man that
is paying $10; But, anyhow, at that time oysters
.used to sell anywhere from 50 cents to a dollar.

A dollar was a dollar and a man made a living on
leasing six acres, but he also ciaimed 100 acres,
and.the?e was mno big.mAp at this'fime. As a
matter of fact, you couldn'ﬁ even come in the
Wildlife and Fisheries offige and ask to see a
blueprint because back around 1944 when-my father
died I came in there and asked to see some other
people's blueprints aﬁ&’I was ésked if I was crazy.
(Laugﬁter) That's no joke. It wasn't until Miss
Sophié got in there she started opening the blue
prints. | '

Theﬁ the big map was made because the
oii companies wanted to know where the leases wéfe
and the fishermen wantéd'td know where the léases-

were. But I am getting ahead of myself. Anyhow,

. o
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in those days, it was 1937 when I first started
fishing oysters at the age of 16 with my father.
My daddy had been fishing mdst of his.life. ﬁe
always had gn‘interest in leases. My uncles and
cousins and differenﬁ ones. - So when we stérted
'going out in the bayou, my brothers and‘I, we had
this camp across Bay Adam. Well, at that time that
is all é mén used to fish in; was one little loca-
tion. As-a matter of féct, it was no p;obieﬁ for
| oysters; Tﬁére was too many oysters. Same thing
with seeds. |

So, anyhow, when we would go”across Bay
Adam we wbdld see people, trawlers, rakihg in the
bays and théy was t;king them to Mr. Battistella's
father's factory. They was getting three and a
half a car. Boy, I khéw‘my brothers and I could
rake 20 cars a day éh& ét that't1me we was working
.hfyéAddii;r a day, so I aéked my dad wﬁy'caﬁ't we do
that; My dad say, "You crazy!" But I told my dad,
I said, "But, Daddy, tﬂem people is claiming thét,
they don't have that lease." He said, "What fhéy
got leased they‘knbw yéﬁ aiﬁ't gbing.to touch that

because they can put the law upon you, but what
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they don't have leased, they will shoot you because
you.call his bldff." And i{f you call;'then every-
body else will ca11 it. | |

Then there was the biggest company that
was in the oyster business that used to be Back of
Buras for years-and I wrangled with them people
when that beading ground went bad over that way
,and I had to start fiﬁding mé'some new.grounds.'
We tried to move back of ﬁﬁras after my daddy
died. We finally, by studying the leases, were
able to break his leases down. Hé used tollease
the shores of the bays. - At that time that company
had 70d acres. It was all back of Buras. |

Mr. McConnell had given him authorization
to have so many acres they didn't have to put up
signé. All they had to do wéé painﬁ'their poles,
.some of them yellow. What‘he used to do was stick
a yeliow willow pole about that big in the middle
of the bay, paint the ;op of it yellow, and stick
it in the bay.and claim the whole bay. And he gof
away with it, boy. I am the.sbandso fhat'broke it
up.

So, anyhow, I have no objection against

T HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans




99

anybody wants to go in the business, becausé‘there
'is\ohe thingAI know about it. .They got speculators
running around right now Qiﬁh a fistful of money.
There is more money lost by speculators in the
oyster business than whaf is ﬁade by the fishermen.
I wili guarantee you that,

Well, anyhow;iwe used‘to fish'our ojsters
by‘tong“and.that is why you didn't need many.acré-
age; We used to work three months a year. Them
days life was simple. You didn't have to buy no

| -gasoline because you didﬁ't have no éar; Your
engine éosﬁ-you'$50~in your boat, a little old
oné cylinderleﬁgine,;putt-putt around there; and
the trapper worked three months a year and made a .
living, and everybody else.

| Tﬁen times started chénging. The oil
companies come down there and everything else.
Well, they changed people's ways of living. Yoﬁ
‘had to éfart éxpanding. And incidentally in them
days we ﬁad good waters. There was no Chemical
pollution, no séweragé pollution. There was ﬁo
herbicides which prébably killed the gréss; the'.

marsh grass that we are hollering about now, prob-| .
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ably come from all over the country. It was easy
itofmake a living:

Then as the oyéteré started aying, they
started digging all kinds bf new canals that let
salinity in there. Sometimes they would come in

~the bay with a dredge boat. They would dredge
héfé, a mile away, the wind would sfif up the mdd;
put the-mﬁd up on top'bf your ﬁ;dding gfound. |
Well, joﬁ knew what doﬁe it. You got a biologist
and a lawyef to come out there and look at your
bedding-ground.A-The fifst'thiqg the o0il companies
tell you, gé”to,court. o

Well, they are right, go to .court. We
héVe‘had té do it m;ny times. Then as the oysters
started getting worse and worse, thé salinity is
moving in and isiandé afe:washing‘away~and every-
thingAelsg, the seed §ysters start'disappearing'
up on the state reefs. Well, ﬁhén we would com-
plaih how are we gding to work our reefs if we
don't have no seed oysfers, Wildlife and.Fishefies
told‘us, yoh are goingAto'have to raise your own
seed:oysters.“'Many, many acres that we got today

is on the recommendé;ion of Wildlife and Fisheries
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to try to raise our own ;eed oystefs. 'Then y§u had
a few natural ngwing places; if you put shells
you could raise oysﬁers.' Right there in Bayou’”
Cholas I took 200 acres with one of the biggest
}and richest men that ﬁas ever in the oyster busi-
ness and one of the most successful men in the
seafood business, Mr. Chéramie, when he went
.bankrdpt.--

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Leopold, excuse me,
because we are trying to wind this meeting up and
go to the DU thing, couldAyou maké your point on
what you want to say. I am.enjoying what yoﬁ are
saying, but could you kind of try to close.:

MR. TALIANCICH: Well, my point is, like
it has been stated before, a lot of times you have |
got your bedding grounds here and there is:a few
acres in between your reef}where you planted
shelié aﬁd you planted your oysters over the years,
somebody Qill éome.jump~in them few acres. All
they want is an excuse to gét in there and raid,
and if you raise this rent high enough, I don't
" know i1f somebody has got a private axe to grind

or what, it is going to put a lot of us -- it {is
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goiﬁg to cripple us, I mean cripple us.
4 THE CHAIRMAN: I knoﬁ of nd axe anybody
has got to grind, Mr. Leqpoid. - o
| MR. TALIANCICH: I hope not. -
‘ THE CHAIRMAN: I know that the price has
been the same for 75 years at $1 an acfe #nd here
we are 75 years latér and it is'étill the same
price, and I don't know anything you couid buy!75
years ago for a dollar that you c#n still buy for
a db}lar today. ' . '.
| MR, TALIANCiCﬁ: Yes, Bdt‘75’years ago
we had wonderful waters;"It was gasy.to;faisg
VChéﬁ oysters; Tp&ay we got clay, wevgot dirty
~waters, we are nét getting no protection. Righf
there at Morgan City I have got 250 acres under
lease. I have been paying lease-since 1969. I
was promised by the Board of Health in 1969 by

1972 Morgan City would have its sewerage in. I

kept my mouth shut., I didn't wéﬁt to rock the boat| -

on that. O, K., this is 1978, there is still no
sewerage. | | |
Then I had some applications, Dr. St.

Amant or somebody cancelled them, I got the letter
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right here, was supposed to be that if oysters
igrow there, and which oysters have growed there
and they got them there right now,.thaﬁ they'would
keep it as a seed ground érea for the fishérmen.
Well, the shell compény informed me_that.it has
been turned over to them to dig for shell, and the]|

shell éoméany has even tried to buy my lease, and
1 told them it is not for sale.

.There is a ldt of incidents like that,
like where 611 companies cut their pipelihe canals
and drilling rig canalé';nd the salinity moves in
and somé places we got too much fresh water and
most of the acreage which the legitimate fishermen
has got, wé have tg have it or we are in a heck
of a fix. |

MR. LUTTRELL: Mr. Leopold, you and I ..
a:e.prettf good friends and you have won this
- argument. We have a cpmmittee and I might suggest
that we don't go too far with it.

- MR. TALIANCICH: And as far as.these'
sharécroppérs, and these fisherm;q knéw it, I
never did fool with one of them, bﬁt he was down

so he_come ask me to let him have my boat, so 1

CTT . .
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_give_him my boat. His boat wasvbroke down. I had
| to get up nine o'clock at night and go up there;
spend the night up ét Empire.while half.a-dozeﬁ
other fishermen and two sheriffs and one of your
: agénts had to go out there and get him on m} own
bedding ground., He wasn't on my bedding ground,
he got up on somebody else's,.and he was supposed
to be fishing on the east side of the river and
he was fishing on thé west side. | J
If that is the kind of‘peOple you want
to pht.us at the mercy of, like_dne time I caughg
6né of thé worst -- |
THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Leopold, excuse me.
We are goinglto have to shut this debate off and
- let you ﬁalk to‘the committee. This'committee I
formed will meet and they will make it known and
you can go before them and talk about it,
| MR. TALIANCICH:' Well, it is like I said;
Mr. Bérry, there is so many worms in this. This‘v.‘
“ain't no can.you are stirring up, you are stirring
up é_barrel,.ahd once you get the full story of it,
‘there'is no way in the world it can be jus;ifieq'.

at this time. Thank you.

1] .
33 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete conveation service in new orleans
=11



105

THE CHAIRMAN° Thank you, sir. Does.
' anybody else wish to be heard? '

MR. KASS: The state reefs are to be
closed February 12, Therg was one discrepancy
came up. The fishermen want fo know if that area
back of the Morgan City area was'incluaed in this,
It was all state leases, it was clarified. We
wrote a iétter and I don't think we had réceived
a copy.of it yet. ‘Thank yoﬁl

| THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Does anfbody
else wish to be heard? Mr. GilBert;

MR; GILBERT: Mr. Chairman,.in regards
to.a matter.that was discussed here a moment ago,
as 1 undérstand.it,'the Mineral Board gives per-
mits to the various oil companies to drill for
0oil on state lands. Would it Be'possiple, and I
am asking for information, hoping someone can_tell
me, would it be possible for the Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission to receive éome sort of
notice whereby we would have to'okay any permit
that the Mineral Board gave .that was on or nearby
these oyster leases that we have?

THE CHAIRMAN:_'Mr. Gilbert, let me

e HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans



106

ansﬁer this in a fgw'wofds and say this, that
ieverybody who wants fo drill a well or put a piece
of pipe in the grouﬁd or a‘ﬁiece of piiing has to
get about 27 letters of no objection and furnish
to the Corps of Engineers in order to get g permit.
:One of those letters of no objection has toc6me£:.
ffbﬁ this Coﬁmission; odt of Df. St; Amant's officq.
It has to'come‘ffom the poliée jury in that area,
from the land office, from the Mineral Board. They.
all have to have letters of no objection before the
Corps will 1ssue a permit, and we do get dOpies of
those-thfngs,'some 4,000 or 5,000 a year.

MR. GILBERT: What do we do when we get
1 t,&e.m?,_.,v o - |

THE CHAIRMAN: You will have to ask Dr.
St. Amant. I #m ﬂot in}that line but i’will say-
this; that his staff, which is very limited; tries
to screen those that he thinks will create some
probiems and he sends.a'letter of objection and
states his reasons. Those that they feel_won't 
creaﬁe probiems; they give é letter.of no objec-
tioh, and this Commission would have to meet gbpﬁt

48 hours a day about 400 days a:yéar'to hear and
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‘see all those permits. I will admit, ie order to
serve Mr. Kass and his people's problems, that
maybe we should try; Howerer, it is just humaely
impossible for this Commission or its personnel
to go over each one of theee‘permits and leok at
them in detail. We would like to but it is just
one of those things that is humanly impossible.‘

| I would 1like to stop all accidents on
rhe highways and all the plane crashes in the sky.
I would like to see everything run likeAit should
be run, without hurting anybody;‘but we are all
human and we all make mistakes and those things
are going to happen.

| ;Yes, sir, Mr. Kass.

MR. KASS: I would like to clear up

something that keeps getting out of hand. We keeﬁ
hearing 4,000 permits, but just remember all we
are asking you now, we asked you all a couple of
months ago to protect all the fishermen. We are
not even.asking you all to protect the fishermen.
We are asking yeu,to protect the state-owned oyéter
grounds, and I am sure, and I will be willing to_}

bet each and every one of you a nice dinner there
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is not over a hundred of these applications in a
two.or threéemonth period. Jﬁst remémber, not all
thé permits -- 1 am sure whén Doc St., Amant reads
a permit and he sees on it that it i1s an applicaf
tion fqr a wharf up in -- |
THE“CHAIRMAN: If you ére gding to put
it on boc again, geﬁ Doc back in here;' |
MR. KASS: -- up in St. Mary Parish, up
on the nﬁrthérn side of the Teche River, you know
darned well there is no oysters in that area.
This is all I do in the'morning.andvl say again,
in five minutes I can review every oné of. those
permits thaﬁ come through the mail, and everyone
that is in a non-shellfish area I throw it away.
THE CHAIRMAN: That is true, but you are
interested in one group and th#t is your'ofster
fishermen, which you should be interested in, but
Dr. St. Amant has to look at the whole spectrum
and try to protect the fishermen, the crabs, the
shrimpers, the oystermen and he has to look at
all the permité. ~You only have to look at a feﬁ
and what you are saying is Dr. 'St. Amant should

.

just‘thréw everybody else down the tube and worry

L%

ﬁ HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
-1 ]



109

about your special ihtefest group, and he can't
:do it. _
MR. KASS: That is not what I am saying.
I am saying the ones that are around the ghellfish
growing areas should be handed to so many Bioiogist
that we héve on the payrolls checking oyster areas.
If'is my qnderstanding we have quite a fev of
them. You are}éésigned'argaé. Why not, when it
" comes in, 1f it is in the»BlackABay area, ﬁand it
to the biolbgist that is on that side of the river‘.'
and let him’coﬁmention-this. |
THE CHAIRMAN: That biologist might be
taking carelof something'somewhere él#e. If we
had 100 biologists to do it, we could surely do
it, Mr. Kass. ' | |
MR. KASS: ’Well, it would sure cost a
" little bit less than have $100,000 worth of sheil§
maybe go down the drain. ‘ a
| 'THE CHAIRMAN: They won't go down the
drain. If fhey get torn up, Atlantic'RichfieId
w111>pay fof these, I am told. _
o MR. KASS: But I still want to clarify,

there is no 4,000 permits being applied for in
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oyster—growing_areas; and we are pot asking that
‘ evefy-individual fisherman be érotected. We are
trying to protect ourselves.‘

THE CHAIRMAN: That is right., You are
trying to protect your special interest group and
to hell with everybody else, that is whaf you are
telling me.

| MR. KASS: ~Mr.RB'erry, I think the Wild-
life and Fisheries Board is to protect the oyster-
mah and not ;he 0oil company man, #nd this ié‘what
seems to bé happeniﬁg right now.

THE CHAIRMAN: No, we are not protecting
thé oil comﬁ#nies, Mr. Kass; we are trying tq.
protect all the fishermen, the shriﬁpers; the
crabbers, the whole nine yards.

MR. KASS: Well, how come every time we
bring something to this Board, the first-thiﬁg we
hear, we got to get the oil out of the ground.

If that is not propecting the oil industry, ?
don't knbw who it is protecting.' I think we are
first., I thiﬁk the ﬁineral_Board has got_to.
protect the oil pe&ple.. I think that is what they

are there for, but I think the first and foremost
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interest of this Board is to protect the wildlife.

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me say this, Mr. Kass,
for your own edificétion; that 1 am noﬁ here to
protéct the oil companies.- I am here to protect
the future of this country and the free enterprise
'system, and anywhere you see me that is the stand
IZW1i1 take, and when I think one overweighs the
other or justifiéS'it, that is where I will be.

MR. KASS: Well; I sure would misinter-
pret your statgﬁent when I brought up about this
oil reef sitting on tOp.tﬂéée shells. You said we
"I need the eﬁergy. I grant you we need the emnergy,
but I don':‘think it is fhis.Board's job to worry
about the enérgy. ;hey got to worry about the
fishermen right now; .' |

THE CHAIRMAN: I will agree ﬁith you on
that also. I said in addition to that that those
people vould pay for those'oyster shells, ﬁhey will
be réplenished if they have déstfoyeatthem. That's
objective number oqe.' Along with that, I am sufe
that fhe Stéte of Louiéiana apd its people will get

more revenue out of'that well if it is a producer

than they will out of the oyster revenue., I agree
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with you our firgt and primary purpose here is to
‘protéct the oyster~fishgfmen,‘is to pfotect tﬁe |
environmént?~and we are going to do it to the best
of our ability, but sometimes when you have got to
save one man and kill 50 others doing it, you jusﬁ
can't do {it. ’ o | |

'MR. KASS: Along those same lines,_I‘am
sure that oil company will come out with 10,000 |
percent more dollars th#n we are éoing to come out
with. R |

THE CHAIRMAN: I will tell you one thing,
you would have a hard time running youf boats and
youﬁ cars if you &idn't'have that oil and gas.

| MR. KASS: Mr. Berry, oysters wereAfished
rin this country before they ever dreamed of 1doking
for an oil well, before théy evér had their first
0il engine, and we can go back to it if we have
to, and juét remember —

THE CHAIRMAN: I don't think the majority
of peOple\ﬁant to go back to that, Mr. Kass. We
didn't have traffic jahs_a hundred yeérs ago, eifhen
but you -- o |

MR. KASS: I am not afraid to go back to
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1t;'believ§ me. I think we lived better. We
might not be all full of cancer and everything
else. But let me just state this, too; that the
oyster people are not trying to but the oil com-
panies ogt.of business. On the same score, we
don't want to be put out of business.
| THE CHAIRMAN: You dén}t want to be put
out of bd#iness and this Commission doesn't, Mr.
Kass, I can feliw;éu that. We are trying to pro-
tect you. | |
MR. KASS: Well, I think the first thing|
"is to profeCt us but iﬁ‘seems that every time I -
come here and bring up aﬂ instance, the first
thing we hear, we ;eed.this énergy...
| THE CHAIRMAN: We do need‘the energy,
Mr. Kass.' Everybody in this room knéws'that,
| MR. KASS: 1 think you will go along'
Awiththis. You keep reading in the paper that the
.611 éoﬁpanies,'this area is;débleting in 25 years;
wé'are going to be short on oil, no more oil left
around here. Well, 1f this is the case and the
oil companies.ﬁull out, who is going to pay for

-

everything they have ruined and where are we going
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ﬁo go for jobs? If they rﬁin two things; 1f they
deplete the oii.and they run all the seafood people
out and all the wildlife out, then what do we do
for a living? We start all back again with the
horse and buggy. But I don't believe this-étuff.
I believe the oil company will be here for the next
100 years. '_ o
| THE CHAIRMAﬁ:‘ Mr; K;ss, as you know,
your remedy is to sue in court. You have some law-
suits.going now against the oil cbmpaniés‘over your|
oysters. This Commission can't mitigate your
démages; We can try to prevént it from happening
but we are human, we make mistakés. ‘Dr. St. Amant
told you earlier that this thing was 5 mistake down
in Black Bay that you areltalking about. It wasn't
inféntional.' Mr. Perez told ;bﬁ_the same'thing. |
That.is.ail I have got to séy about it, sir.

| MR. KASS: .But I do think you have to
look over thesé lettefs of no.ogjectionAbeing
stamped and ndf checked out, and all we are asking
you to do now is protect what the state owns. |

THE.CHAIRMAN:'7D?. St. Amant, do you want

to ansver‘Mr. Kass on that? You are incompetent
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but you can try it!
| MR; KASS: I never gﬁated Dr. St. Amant

was incompetent. I said I don't know if somebddy
is rubber-stamping these things or incompetent.
That is my quote. |

DR. ST. AMANT: I don'ﬁ see ﬁuch point
in debating from now till noon or any other time.
We. have done this time and time again. The only
controlling factor is the existing statﬁtes and
authority that allows us to act. The State of
Louisiana has never seen fit to makelg decision as
to what they want done in this.area...All.of the |
~control 1is béing done under broad general poweﬁs.

I have said it before and I will s#y it
now, I will put our record up against anybody
else in handling pollﬁfibn and ﬁheAconflict between|
two industries as big and as.complex as the oyster
and the oil industries in this area. Over the
years we ‘have had problems. We are goiﬁg to have
probléms'when I am gone and everybody else is gone.
We are going to make ﬁistakes and anybody ;haflééys
you are not going to make mistakés bét;erigq back

and take another look at it.
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I disagree with Mr. Kass Qhen'he s#ys we
don't haQe that many permits. If he would like to
come in and run thréugh theﬁ, he can sﬁend his
whole day and his whole weék and hils whole month
instead of working his oysters; fooling with per-
.'mits;_ 1 have got other work to do, too, besides.
pérmits. I am supposed to be running other parts
of this thing. AS a matterndf fact, the State of
Louisiana has not seen fit to set up a section to
do this, Wevafe doing this t§ try to protect you
out of hand. It is not even part of the job
description. |

We are working in a situation where the
two laws overlap an; combine and there is no way
for us to be'arbitrary about {it. We.do everything
we can and we send a copy éf this to Mr.'ﬁass and
if he wants to file suit, he can pick his lawyef
and he can file suit~against e§efy 0il company on
egery‘permit that comes in. The State of Louisiana
tried to start an injunctive procedure in,Black.Bay
25 ye#rs agd before he was even involved in tﬁis.
| We tried to kee§ the 0il companies and the pipe-,

lines out of Black Bay. What we told you and if
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you will check with a lawyer, you will see you have
got to ﬁut up enough money in case you.get an |
injunction to pay fﬁr #ny damaées if you lose the
injunction.' The Staté of Louisiana doesn't have
a half a million dollafs‘every time there is an
oil well gding in.

FRbM THE FLOOR: It isn't that much,vis
1t? | ) |

DR. ST. AMANT: Yes, it is. They will
ﬁake you put up tﬁat muéh money if you try to get
an injunctién. You Qan get one if you want it.
Go down there and file. File a petition against
them. You can do it. The cdurts-wiil give you a
restraining_order if you'put the money up. But

the State has no position where we can walk in and {

stop these people.
What we try to do and what we do, we do
refer these to the biologists, and I can show you

‘the memoranda from each biologist. We take this

and then write this letter of no objection. Now
it is true the letterSVafe standardized.- We are
writing so many letters we have to divide them |

into sections so we are able to set them up in a

' %oei .
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— | series so‘that the companies know what is going on.}
| Noﬁ,really what we are doing is putting

you and thé'company on noticé that they are operat-

ing within an oyster area where they have a legal

right to be and you have a legal right to be. They

are put on notice that if they bother you, they
ht end up in litigation. We put them on notice

\ here is no question of them saying they didn't

I1f they cause you damage and you want to

t, we go back then and help you try

.

information in the form of a report,

ady in here has gotten reports
\ifose free, too. If you want
ou are going to pay $200 or

vee reports done. And we

“es in court and you
&sntly you should

N ,
“ But we do the

Aink we should do

0 to the legislature,

7 says the oysters take

i

!
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legislature direct the Wildlife and Fisheries that

" of this reiteration over and over again of the fact

precedence over oil in Louisiana and have the

in the case of any'conflict of interest between
the two, that the oysters will'have first priority.
That is what you are asking for. You don't have it
now and ybd can't get it under the existing laws.
Tﬁeibest ybu can getfis a compromise situation and
we try to comproﬁise it. |

FI_just think in the two or thfee in-
stances where we can't make this compromise that
we are going td have to end up in court or some
othef plaée. I am just getting a little bit tired
thatfwe-are not doing the best we can. If some-
body else wants the job, you are weicome to it. |
I don't need it. I have gdt plenty of other things
to do. ' ' : ' |

" THE CHAIRMAN: Thank yoﬁ, Dr. St, Aﬁant.
I am‘going to §hdt the debate off on this, Mt.
Kass. I have heard enough. | . |

- ﬁR. RIGGS: Mr. Chéirman,,a# a Board

member, I would just like to say that I think Dr.

St. Amant is very efficient and Iﬂwould like to
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say that 1 think he is very conscientious, and I
would like.to give him my vote of Eonfidence as a
Board member. _ | ’ |

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, sir. I feel
the same way. | . |

MR. LUTTRELL: I say amen to that. I
would like td tell Mr. Kass something; fou are not
_helpingAFhe oyster fishermen.

MR, KASS: We are getting put out of
business, regafdless.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Kass, Dr. St. Amant
téid YOﬁ your reﬁedy is to gb directly to the
legisl#ture.' | |

MR. KASS: 1 cannot.sue for the state;
-remember that. We are asking state—owngd things.
I can't sue for the State of Louisiana..ll am not
asking for my own. I filéd my suit already. All
we are'asking is to protectlwhag the state owns
and I think that is your job. |

DR. ST. AMANT: You can sue for the
state, Mr. K#ss, if you want to get out --

MR..KASS;A Iﬁ's &our job, not mine.

DR. ST. AMANT: 1 told you once we have
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gone to‘tﬁe courts. We have asked our iawyers to

' exaﬁine it and we have domne evérythiﬁg we could.
We tried to get aﬁ injunctive procedure 25 or 30
years ago and we were unsqccessful.

MR. KASS: Why not try noﬁ under the
new laws? _ | | |

DR. ST. AMANT: What new laws?

MR. KASS: The new laws say they can't
dump this spoil out in the.middle of theryster
beds and 511. Now you all are not objecting.
That lettef of no objection is writfen, saying,
no, we don't object. Well, sure, 1f,§§u don't-
object, theﬁ we can't have no objection, eithér,
because you all are the controlling agency.

That's a federal léw. I stopped Texaco,
sure. If you all want to make a case of it, that
is how I stopped them, under the federal law,
because it states so and I will give. you a little
help. So I went to the fedéral law and I got it
stopped.' Why can't the state do it?

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Kass, we will tAkg'
that under advisemént and look into this.

MR. KASS: It has been done, Mr. Berry.

) .
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THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Gilbeft.

MR. GILBERT: Mr, Chairﬁan and Members
of the Commission,'in Febrﬁary there ié going to
be a convention and meetiﬁg of the National Wild
Turkey Federatioﬁ'in Kansas City. This is some-
v'\thing that we are trying to get started in not
oﬁl& Louisiana but all over the nation, the estab-
lishment and the furtherment of the wild turkey.
It bringé a lot of income in not only to Louisiana
but to all bf the other séuthern states. That 1is
where most of the wild turkeys_are found.

.Tﬁis convention is a national convention
and I would make a motion at this time that at
least one ﬁember of this Commission be authorized
to attend the National Wild Turkey Federation in
Kansas City.

MR. DUPUY: Do you want that to be the
most experienced turkey hunter?

| iMR. GILBERT: That would be a}l right!
-~ THE CHAIRMA&: Gentlemen,.you'have a.
motibn.. Do I have a second? |
~ MR. LUTTRELL: I second it.

THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by.Mr. Luttrell.
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411 in favor say aye.
IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
| (No response)
So ordered.
We will send Mr. Gilbert aldng as our
representati§é then. | | |
(The £full te#t_of the
resolgtion.;s here made
a part of the :ecé;d.)
WHEREAS, the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Wildlife and Fisheries has been
eﬁgaged in a statewide wild turkey
restoriﬁg_progfam for the past two
~decades, and
WHEREAS, public support of.
the wild-trapping and restocking program
" of the Department has regultedmin restor-
-~ ation of ﬁild turkey populations in many
areas of the state where suitable
habitat existed, but no wild turkeys
were present, and

WHEREAS, this interest in
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the program and full support of Louisiana

" hunters has greatly increased the areas

within Louisiana where wild turkeys

may be hunted during the spring season,

and

WHEREAS, the 35,060-meﬁber
National Wild Turkey Federation has
been largely reéponsible for national
interest in restoration of wild turkey
populations in North America, and’ |

WHEREAsgvsome~2,500 ﬁembers

of the National Wild Turkey Federation

along with biélogists and members of

wildlifé départments from scores of
states will attend the Second Annual
Convention of the Nationai_Federaﬁidp
to be held in Kansas City, Missouri;
February 17, 18 and 19, 1978, #nd

- WHEREAS;Vnumerous technical

- papers will be presented which will

be helpful to the states participating

" in the restoration of wild turkey

populations and that much good will
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accrue to Louisiana and its wild turkey
p;ogram_by participation,~ |
| ﬁOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that J. C. Gilbert, a member of the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Com-
mission, be authorized to.aﬁtend and
participate in the national convention
in Kansas City, Missouri, February 17,
18 and 19, 1978, |
THE CHAIRMAN: Our next order of busi-
_ﬁess 1s election of officers. The floor is now
open for nominations for ViceMChairmah.
MR. LAPEYRE: I would like to nominate
Don Willé to serve again as.Vice Chairman.
THE CHAIRMAN: Do we have a second to
that?
MR. LUTTRELL: I will second that.
- THE CHAIRMAN: Any other nominations for
Vice Chairman?
| (No response)
Do I hear a motion that hominations}bé
closed?

MR. LAPEYRE: So move.
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THE CHAIRMAN: All in favor of Mr. Wille
ibeing Vice Chairman say aye.
IN UNISOﬁ: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposedZ
(No response)
'COngratulations; Mr. Wille.
Now the elecﬁion for Chairman is open.
Do I hear a motion?
MR. RIGGS: I nominate Mr. Doyle Berry.
~ THE CHAIRMAN: Do we have a second?
MR. LUTTRELL: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Are there any other

L

nominations for Chairman?
° (No response)
Any objections?
(No response)
All in favor say aye.
IN UNISON: Aye.
. THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed? .
| (No response) |
So ordered.. Th#nk you; gentlemen. .

Is there any other business to come

before the Commiésiqn today?
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ito make one correction for the record. The oil

‘Aattend to it with the appropriate company.

DR. ST. AMANT: Mr. Berry, I would like

company involved in the Black Bay problem is not
Atlantic Richfield, as was stated. It is Gulf.

011l Company, but it makes no difference. We will

THE CHAIRMAN: The date of the next

meetiné is ﬁhev27th and 28th.
| Yes, sir. Mr. Leopold;'you havé got
about threeiminutes._

MR. LEOPOLD TALIANCICH: Mr. Berry; my
objection'is this. Maybe I won't have none. Aftef
this committee meets to talk with the fishefmen,
w111 anybody that éisagrees with whaféver comes
out of that meeting have the right to stand up and|
state their views without being cut off? -

fHE CHAIRMAN: Yes; sir. They sure willl
You will get a limited time. 1I.have no objection
to hearing your views this morning, but I don't
care about all your history;fbut any views you‘
have we will be glad to hear them right now.

MR. TALIANCICH: Well; I meén right now

you all want to go.
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. want to .make any rebuttal you want to make.

THE.CHAIRMAN: We will take time to hear
you 1f you:want‘to be heard. Get oﬁ with it, but
afte; the meeting of the,coﬁmittee; they might do
what you want done, and I am sure yoﬁlwill give
some inbut to that cohmi;tee, and if not aﬁd you
are dissatisfied and that committee comes back in

here next month, you can have all the time you_'

‘MR, TALIANCICH: O, K., thank you.
THE CHAIRMAN: Thank ybu, sir. The

meeting stands adjoufned.

(Whereupon; at 11:15 o'clock
a.m,, Friday, January 27; 1978;
the regular donthly meeting of
the Board of Louisiana Wildlife
and Fisheries Commission waé

adjourned. . -. .)

- Kathryn G. Chamberlin,
Reporter.,
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