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«.+...The regular monthly meeting of the

Board of Louisiana Wild Life and Eisheries Commis-~

sion convened on Tuesday, August 30, 1977, 'at 10:00

o'clock a.m. in Room 102, Wild Life and Fisheries

Building, 400 Royal Street, . New Orleans,‘Louisiana;
pursuant to notice, Doyle G. Berry presiding.
PRESENT  WERE: T

DOYLE G. BERRY, Chairman

MARC DUPUY, JR., Member

J. C. GILBERT, Member

JERRY JONES, Member

JEAN LAPEYRE, Member

HARVEY CLAY LUTTRELL, Member

J. BURTON ANGELLE, Director.,’

- oo we :———

— o— E— e o —

DR, LYLE ST. AMANT

1. Request from W.‘T. Burtonybompany, Inc.; for
renewal of clam and reef shell permit,
Sabine Lake from 9-28-77/78.

2. T. L. James & Co., Inc., request for renewal

of a permit to remove sand and/or fill
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3.

4\0

5.

60

material from the Mississippl River
between Miles 87.35 and 88.17 near
Meraux, St. Bernard Parish; Loﬁisiana,
from 8-31-77/78.

T. L. James & Co., Inc., réquest for renewal
of permit to remove sand and/or fill
material from the Mississippili River along
left bank between Levee Stations 6348 and
6415 near Harahan, Jefferson Parish,
ﬁouisiana,

Reﬁuest b& Marshland Dredging Co., Inc., . for
renewal of permit to remove fill material

- from fhe Mississippi River in the §i¢in-
ity of Mile 229.6 to 23033 AHP,

Renewal of permit to remove fill material
from the Amite River about 3/4 mile west
of‘the Port Vincent Bridge, Ascenéion
P;rish, Louisiana, from August 31, 1977
to Augusf 31, 1978, from gidney Diez.

- Larry Doiron; Inc. requests a permit for
dredging f£ill material from Six Mile.
Lake at Buoy 7-A, St. Mary Parish,

Louisiana.
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A, E. Gfavois and Sons, Inc., permit to dredge
river sand from L, S. 1239+04, Missis-
sippi River at St. Joseph Plantation.

Discussion ofvshell dredging in Atchafalaya

Set waterfowl season dates and bag limits.

Adopt resolution rescinding hunting regula-
tions on Wildlife Management Areas |
located on U. S. Forest Service lands.
Memorandum of Understanding. '

Mitigation - Tensas-Cocodrie fumping Plant;

Concofdia Parish, U. S.”Corps of

Engineers., *SEE ALSO APPENDICES,

Renewal of lease with Pennzoil Producing

Company for Finch Bayou Lake in Union

7'
8.

"Bay.
MR. RICHARD YANCEY
9.
10.
11.
MR. KENNETH SMITH
12.

Parish.
MR. JOE HERRING
13.

Day.
14,

Resolution for National Hunting and Fishing

Ashland Pipeline right—of—way, Red River

"Wildlife Management Area.
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15. Hovercraft usage on Wildlife Management Areas. (146)
16. Hunting seasons and regulations for Boeuf | (150)
Wildlife Management Area.

OTHER BUSINESS

17. Presentation of OEP check for $85 000 - Col. |[(6)

F. L._Morrison.

NOTE:

The following items not on the printed agenda

were also considered:

Approval of Minutes of meeting of July 12, (8)

| 1977.

Recognition of visitors. (6)

Experimental mullét pgrmit to Raffieid§ of . (83)
Florida.

Declaration of emergency re WMA resoldtions' (126)

adopted under Item 10 of agenda above.
September meeting dates. - | (161)
Authority to pursue matter of market value (160)

of gas from Commission-owned lands.
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CHAIRMAN DOYLE G. BERRY: The meeting
will now come to order, please. We are happy to
have everyone here this morning and we wélcbme you.
We are especially glad to have our formervEnforce—
ment Chief Mike Hbgan. Stand ué a minute, Mike,
and let them look at-you. (Applause) We appreci;
ate Mike's past service hereiand also appre;iate
the help he gives us in the House. He:is very
helpful to the Wild Life and Fisheries Commission.

We will move right along with the meeting
this ﬁorning. |

MR. LUTTRELL: May I interrupt? Mrs.
Cook is here and she will take care of Mike;'tqo;

THE CHAIRMAN: I am sorry I didn't see”
Mrs. Cook. Hi, how is that boy'doingt Not'getting
fat like his papa; I hope. |

At thié time I wou1§‘1ike to intréducé
Colonel -Morrison, who was 1as£ on the list; but
since he has a check for $85,000 I decided to put
him first on the iist and get all that'money before
he changes his mind. Colonel Morrison,.

CbLONEL F. L. MORRISON: Mr. Chairman;

Mr. Angelle, it gives me great pleasure to present

\
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thé wWild Life'and Fisheries with a check for
$85;808.64; which is the total amount of your

claim for damages you sustained during tﬁe flooding
of 1975. This 1s the last check we have for you;
'unléss Anita does you some damaée this time.

THE CHAIRMAN: We appreciate it very
much, Colonel Morrison., We accept it and wiéh you
had some more for us. _

COLONEL MORRISON: I might say thatlyouf
handling of the claim was a big help to us in~
getting the money. It was apparently handled
pfopgrly because the total claim was‘received;
there were no suspensions for.anything, so the_
documentation of loss was very well dome and you-
people handled it in real good éhape. ”

| THE CHAIRMAN: One thing I can say-abouf
Burt and Doc and Dick and Joe Herring and tﬁe rest

of them, they know how to go after that monéy!
) COLONEL MORRISON: Who do I -give the
check to, you or ﬁr. Angelle?

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me havé it. I want to
hold it at least one time}

MR. HERRING: Mr. Chairman, while you are

(=T}
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doing that, what this covers is fence repairs on
our Spring Bayou Wildlife Management Area after tﬁe
flood of '73 and also road repairs on Spfing Bayou,
Three Rivers and Russell Sage Wildlife Management
Areas; With this $85,000 we have there and the

one after '73; we ought to be catching up with
Allan Ensminger here pretty éoon on some of his.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you again, Colonel
Morrison. It is always a pleasure to have you with
us.

I am going to move one item th;t I don't
see on the agenda, ;nd that is approval of the
minutes of the last meetingf Do I hear a'mofiqnn
we adopt them?

MR. LUTTRELL: I so move.

MR. JONES: Second,

THE CHAIRMAN: All in favor say a&e.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

o (No response)
So ;rdered. |
Dr. St. Amant. While Doc 1is conming up;

I might add there are a number of folks in this

1]
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room wgo want to get back home today, since we do
have a storﬁ; and 1 am going to attehpt to move
this meeting as fast as I can, and I haie Been
threatened by Mr. Jones if 1 doﬁ't, so I am going
to put it all on him. Doc. “

DR. ST;/AMANT: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Members of the Commission we.have seven or eight
items ﬁhis morning. I will try to be brief. The
first seven items deal with renewal of existing |
permits and in all instances they meet the reéuire-
ments.of the Commission and we would recommend that
they be adopted. I will run over them briefly.

The first one is a request by W. T;
Burton to renew is clam and reef shellipermit;
Sabine Lake, He is operating this permit on #n
annual basis and it has been satisfactory. He is
paying us 20 cents a yard royalty andvI would
recommend that the permit be renewed for a period
of one year at the existing roy#lty.

THE CHAiRMAN: Gentlemen, you have heard
the recommendafion; do‘we have a motion?

MR. LUTTRELL: éo move .,

MR. JONES: Second.

]
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THE CHAIRMAN: All in favor say aye.
iN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No response)
So ordered. ;
(The full text of thg
resélution is here made
a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
fisheries does hereby grant permission
to W, T, BURTON COMPANY, INC. to remove
clam and reef shell from Sabine Lake-on' 'ﬁ, :
terms of permit expiring on.Sepfember 28,
1977 for another year, from September 28,
1977 to September 28, 1978,
DR. ST. AMANT: The second ;ne is T. L.
James and Company, who now holds a permit. for
femoval of sand and fill material from the Missis-
éippi River between Mile 87 and Mile 88 in St.
Bernard Parish. This material is being used in

some of the construction work and roadbuilding in

the area. They have been operating the permit for

5 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete conveéntion servicz in new orleans
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a number of years and it has been satisfactory. I
would recommend the permit be renewed for a perio&
of one year at five cents per yard,
THE CHAIkMAN: Gentlemen, you have heard
the recommendatibn. D a
' MR. DUPUY: I so move.
MR. LUTTRELL: Secénd;
THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by ﬁr.
Dupuy, seconded by Mr. Luttrell., All in favor
say aye.
| IN UNISON: ‘Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(Nd response) |
So ordered. |
(The full text of phe
R resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the ’
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
'Fisheries does hereby grant permission
to T. L. JAMES & CO., INC. to remov;
sand and/or fill material from the

Mississippli River between Mile 87.35

e
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AHP ;nd Mile 88.17 AHP near Meraux; St.
Bernard Pafish; Louisiana; from August
31, 1977 to August_31; 1978;_gt a
royalty rate hf five cents per cubic yard.
~ DR. .ST. AMANT: The tﬁird item is another
request by T. L, James & Company for renewal of a
permit which they have in the vicinity of Harahan,
Louisiana and the Mississippi River, and it is also
for fill material. They have been operating this
permit satisfactorily. I would recommend that it
‘be reﬁewed for one year‘at a royalty of five éents.
MR. LAPEYRE: I so move,
MR. DUPUY: Second.
_ THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Lapeyre;
seconded by Mr. Dupuy. All in favor say aye.
IN UNISON:‘ Ayé;
THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed?
(No response)
So ordered.. |
| (The full text of the
éesolution is h;re made
a part of the record.)

BE IT RESOLVED that the

—
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Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries does hereby grant permission
to T. L., JAMES & CO. INC. to remove
;and and/of fill material from the -
Mississippi River along thé left bank
between Levee Stations 6348 and 6415
near Harahan, Jeffersqn‘Parish,
Louisiana, for a period of one year
from August 30, 1977 to August 30,
1978;'at a royalty rate of five cents
per cubic yard.

DR. ST. AMANT: The next iteh\is a

request by Marshland Dredging Company for renewal

of a permit to remove fill material from the

Mississippi River in the vicinify,of Mile 229 to

Mile 230. This permit has been operated satis-

factorily and I would recommend it be renewed for

another year at five cents a yard.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the motion,

géntlemen.
MR, DUPUY: I so move.
MR. LUTTRELL: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Dupuy,

e L]
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_— seconded by Mr. Luttrell. All in favor say aye.

| IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No response)' |
So ordered; -
(The full text of the
res&lution is here made
a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana Department of Wildlife ahd
Fisheries does hereby grant permission
to MARSHLAND DREDGING COMPANY INC. to
remove fill material from the Missis-
sippi River in the Qicinity of Mile
229.6 AHP to Mile 230;3 AHP, from -
' August 31, 1977 to August 31; 1978, °
} " for a period of omne year, for a
| royalty rate of five cents per cubic
I yard.
DR. ST. AMANT: The next 1is renewal of
a permit to remove fill material from the Amite

River about three—quartefs of a mile from Port

- Vincent by Mr. Sidney Diez. This is a very small

,
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operation and it has been in operation for a
number of years. It has not caused any problems
and I would recommend it be renewed'forva ﬁeriod
of one year at five cents.
| THE CHAIRMAN: The Ch;ir would hear a
motion, | \
MR. LAPEYRE: I‘so move.
MR. LUTTRELL: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Lapeyré;
seconded by Mr, Luttrell. All Iin favor say aye.
‘ IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No response) |
So ordered; |
(The full text of the.
resolution 1s here made
a part of the record;)
BE IT RESOLVED that the |
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries,doés hereby grant permission
to SIDNEY DIEZ to remove fill mater;al

from the Amite River about three-quarters

mile west of the Port Vincent Bridge,

$is
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Ascension Parish, Louisiana, for a
period of one year from Auguét 31; 1977
to August 31; 1978; at a royalty rate of
five cents per cubic yard. |
DR, ST. AMANT: The néxt one is a reduest
from Mr. Larry Doiron from St. Mary Parish to
dredge in Six Mile Lake nearlBuoy 7-A, This pef-
mit has been in existence. It did expire. It is
now being requested that it be renewed and we have
had no problem with the permit, I would fecomﬁend
that it be renewed at five cents a yard.
THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, we have the
recommendation. - | |
MR. GILBERT: I so move.
. MR.. DUPUY: Second,
THE CHAIRMAN: .Movéd and seconded., All
in favor say aye.
IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No response) |
So ordered; |
) (The full text of the
fesolution is here méde

SHO :
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a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the |
Louisiana Departmgnt of Wildlife and
Fisherlies does hereby grant permission
to LARRY DbIRON, INC. to dredge for
fill material from Six Mile Lake at
Buoy 7-A, St. Mary Parish; Louisiana;
for a period of one year from August‘30;
1977 to August 30, 1978; at a royalty
rate of five cents per cubiec yard;
DR. ST. AMANT: The last permit is A. E.
Gravois and Sons for dredging in the Mississippi
River at Levee Station 1239, which is in the'vicin-
ity of St. Joseph Plantation. This is a new ﬁer;
mit. We find nothing wrong witﬁ‘it. It meets the
requirements set forth by the CommiSsion and I
would recommend that it be granted for a period of
one year at the five-~cent a yard rate.
THE CHAIRMAN: We have the recommendation
Do we have a motion? | |
MR. DUPUY: So move.
MR, JONES: Secbnd.

THE CHAIRMAN: We have a motion and a

008
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second. A11 in favor say aye.
IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?’
(No response) |
So ordered; “
(The full text of the
res&lution is he:e made
a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries does hereby grant permission
to A. E. GRAVOIS AND SONS, INC. to
dredge river sand,from the Mississippi
River from Levee Station 1239+04;‘
St. Joseph Plantation, for a period
of one year from August 30, 1977 to
August 30, 1978.
" DR. ST. AMANT: . Now the final item which
I would like to discuss with the Commission has to
do with a meeting‘that is being held tonight. It
is actually a public hearing by the Corps of
Engineers with respect to the granting of a permit

to the shell companies for dredging in the

%ﬁ@
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Atchafalaya Bay area and in central Louisiana.
As you are aware; all of these shell com-
panies hold leaseé from us énd have had the leases
for a number of years. Most of the leases are in
effect until 1985. But in order to bperate; they
also need a companion permit from the Corps of
Engineers which usually is rénewed on a three—yeaf
basis or shorter or longer, depending uéon the
circumstances. \ )

Now what has hapﬁened in tﬁis particular
area; several years ago there was a hearing aﬁd
tﬁere was a considerable amount of oﬁposition to
the shell dredging because at that time it ﬁa;
thought that they would dredge ﬁp some of the
exposed reef that was being used for recreationai
fishing. At that particular time a number of.
actions were taken which we can demonstrate on
this map, 1f you will bring it up.

| In order to be cértain that there would
be no éxpoééd reef dredged up and all the exposed
reefé in the area were protected, one miie was

removed from the leases around Marsh Island. This

does two things; it protects any oyster reefs that

968 | : -
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are exposed and it also protects the integrity of
the shoreline. The only exception is on the westA
end in the Southwest Pass where this area (indi-
cating) extends out to the channel.

In addition to this;.fhe entire area of
this hard reef off South Point and the reef across
here from Cypremort Point waé rémoved from the
shell leases, and this Salle Shoal was removed,
%nd we have‘had‘ﬁo dredging in there and this is
nof even‘intended to be dredged. It is completely'
out Qf the leases. |

In addition to this, in the leaées that
we have and in the Corbs permit, there is'a‘l,SOO*
foot area along all shore lines to protect the
existing nursery grounds that cannot be dredged.“

We think that the entire area of‘exposed
reef has been thoroughly examined and taken out of
the possibility of being dredged, and in addition
to that, the last remaining area that was under
consideration are these three spots down in the
lower right-hand corner. That was recently done

by the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries Commis-

sion, the National Marine Fisheries, and the U. S.

BHORG '
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General's office in order to keep the integrity of

Fish and Wildlife Service, ana these represent the
areas where there is a small section of exposed |
shell that we are recommending that they be per-
maﬁently reméved from the leases.

The remainder of the ;rea is under silt
and 1s being dredged without‘any effect on the
environment. One other afea is involved that is
not altogether hard reef but it represents an area
in here that is closed to drédging right off Pointe

au Fer., This is at the request of the Attorney .

the shoreline intact with respect to our position
on offshore oil production. L

One other recent happening that has.taken
place, the Wild Life\Commission~has signed a
Memorandum of Agreement with the three federal -
agencies, with the National Marine Fisheries, the
U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the U, S, Corps
of Engineers, which in fact states and'agrees that
there will be no action taken in these areas that
‘is mnot governed by more or less a unanimous opinion
of the four groups. This is based on an examina-

tion of.the environmental problems that might exist

Eee
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in the area.

The Louisiana Wild Life leases on theseﬂ
dredging areas have long had much more flexibility
and muscle in them than any Corps permit, gnd what
it amounts to is that under our‘existing leases
any piace that we find a problem we can immediately
cease gnd desist the dredging and permanently keep
them from dredging in there until the problem is
corrected or until such time as wé feel there is
no harm to dredge in the area. We have been aéting

e
on this basis over the years.

So, based on these consideratfoﬁ, we feel
like the dredging is under adequate contrél Sy‘the
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries Commission. Weé
feel that it is of considerable.importance to thé
State of Louisiana, and because of that I have pre-
pared a resolution which I wouid like to read and
see whether or not the Commission would endorse it.

This resolution réads:

WHEREAS, shell dredging in
Louisiana has historically been a method
of harvesting one of this state's maﬁy

natural resources for over 40 years, and

T
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WHEREAS, there is no significant
evidence to demonstrate that shell dredging
is detrimental to the biology 6ftnatura11y
occurring organisms or fo the ecslogy of
the sites dredged, and

| WHEREAS, fishery prbduction has
remained relatively éonstant in the vicin-
ity of active shell drgdgiﬁg; with the
cyclic character_of wild populations
recognized, and

WHEREAS, adequate enfironmeptal
considerations are included in thé leasgs
that provide direct control for maximum 
protection of the environment; and

WHﬁREAS, a delta is rapidly
being formed in the Atchafalaya-East dand
West Cote Blanche Ba& complex that would |
preclude shell dredging in marshland
at a later date, and o

WHEREAs; the royalties from
shell dre?ging in Louisiana amount to
approximately $2.5 million annually

and are dedicated to the furtherance of

00
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marine fishery research and manage-—
ment; and

WHEREAS; the construcpion
industry of southern Louisiana is
extremely dependent on sheil produc-
tion for a supply of cement and other
base material, |

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
thét the Department of Wildlife and
Fisﬂeries of Louisiana approves con-

tinuance of a shell dredging permit

along the central Louisiana coast.

the recomméﬁdation. ‘Do I have a motion?
MR. JONES: Move. |
MR. LUTTRELL: Secoﬁd.
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Jones and
seconded by Mr. Luttrell. All in favor say aye.
IN UNISON: ‘Aye.‘
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No response) |
N So ordered; —

Thank you, Dr, St. Amant, Mr. Yancey.

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, you have heard

g@@@ ’
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MR. RICHARD YANCEY: Mr. Chairman and
Members of the Co&mission, the first item I have
on the agenda pertains to the establishmént‘of the
dates for hunting ducks, geese and coots-in Louisi-
ana during the forthcoming seas;n. We have been
notified by the U, S. Fish and Wildlife Service
that Louisiana is being ailowgd 45 days for the
hunting of ducks in the eastern zone of Louisiana
and 50 days for the hunting of ducks iﬂ the western
zone of Louisiana, and we will have 70 days for the|
huntiﬁg of geese in the state during the upcoming
season, | |

| So, at this time it will be»necésséry -

that we establish the dates for the hﬁncing of
these game B{rds within the federal framework;
which on ducks runs from October 1 to January 20
and on geese runs from October 1 to February 14,

Before getting into that I would like to
make a few preliminary comments, the first being
that Bateman and Soileau and Ensminger énd I made
a flight up into Canada back in the last week in
July, and we found the pfairdes to be quite dry

after a series of seven wet years, during which

SO,
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good production took place on the prairiés, and we
have found that as a result of the droughq on the.
"prairies during the return of the spring migration
that these birds overflew the areas and they nested
in the permanent water marshes énd river deltas and
beaver poﬁds and what-have-you north of the prairies.
Past history has shown that production of young
birds when the ducks nest in that region of Canada
is usually 1ower,consiaerab1y ldwer, than the
" bumper crop that you find when these same birds
nest on the prairies under goodeater.conditions.
It is expected that the féll flight of
ducks in the four flyw#ys is going to amoﬁnt:to
about 88 million ducks altogether and we will"
expect the fall flight into Louisiana, a wintér ”
population of probably four to five million and a
a transient population of ducks that moves through
here in the fail and winters south of us will prob-
ably equal the wintering population. The fall
flight is going to be comprised primarily of adult
birds, which means they have been hunted during the

'76 season and they are going to be more difficult

to hunt and the hunters are certainly going to

@b - .
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have-to have more brush on their blinds; more
decoys and maybe leave those calls in their coat ‘
‘pockets if they are not real skillful with them.
Now after the trip to Canada we attended
the fall flight forecast meeting that was held by
the Fish & Wildlife Service in Denver; and at that
time they gave us some of the information that we;
of course, had already determined on our own in the
trip to Canada.. After that we went on to Washing"
ton and attended the meetings up there that.
develéped the proposals for the seasons and bag
limits in the four flyways. |
) All of this resulted in a five-day reduc-
tion in the number of hunting days for Louisiana-
below that allowed last year. We felt, as a whoié;
that @e came out exﬁremely well because when this
same drought prevailed in the prairies back in the
eérly 60's, we were allowed only # duck season of
about 19-1/2 days and a bag limit of only two or
three ducks, SO we think as a whole that we were
treated very generously in the setting of seasons -

and bag limits for the Mississippi Flyway.

We also attended the Mississippi Flyway
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|

Council meeting which was heid over in Biloxi and
our six Southern state group in the Flyway\held
its meeting. Generally we proposed the same regu;
lations as last year. Since they only made a
five-day reduction in the regulations from last
year, we did, aé I have already mentioned, come
out very well, | |

The bag limits allowed in the Missis-
sibpi ?lyway this year will be the same as last
year. We will have the 10-point category which
will include blue and green-winged teal, éintails;
gadwalls and scaup and shovelers. The‘25*point
category is going to include drake mallards, which
is going to allow a four-mallard bag in the étafé;
which is the second year that wé have had this
after about a 1l0-year period when we only had two
or three mallards allowed daily in the bag; The
widgeon will be 25 points and the ring-neck duck;
and the 70-point category is going to include red-
heads, hen mallar&s, ﬁood duLks. The 100-point
category 1s going to include canvasback, and there
will be some area closdrés on canvasback and red-

head again in the state this year. They will be
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the same as they had established for last year.

I think everyone is aware of the fact
that steel shot is going to.be required in a por-
tion of central Louisiana and a portion of south-
west Louisiana in the hunting of ducks this fall.
It 1is going to be a major change.‘ They héve been
using steel shot on the féderal refuges; on those
portions of the federal refuges that have been
open in Louisiana for the past two or three years;
but this will be the first time that steel shot 1is!
going to be required in large areas 1q Logisiana;
of course; the same requirement 1is being applied
to other states in the Flyway. The only'gauge
where steel shot‘is required will be in 12~géugéi
shotguns, this mainiy being due‘to the fact that
this is‘the only gauge 1in whichvsteel shot are
being manufactured now.

As a whole, 1t is an unpopular regula-
tion and one that the hunters.are disappbinted
to éee come around, but it is being put into
effect because of the very heavy losses of ducks

that take place every year from feeding on lead

shot and then the ducks are dying from lead
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poisoning; amounting to about two million birds
throughout the country annually.

The other comment that I would like to
make pertains to the goose season, .We went up to
the northwest éhqre of Hudson Bay and looked over
the nesting grounds of the blue and snow geese, ’
and we found that apparently a good hatch of blue
and snow geese had taken place. It looked to us
like about 50 percent of the birds in the flocks
that we observed were birds of the year; which as
a whole is a good hatch of blue geese. Up in that
nesting ground country, this is a very barren land
area. It is tundra and it is rocks and i£ is
rivers flowing into the western side of Hudsoﬁ.B%y
and it is in that area where ab&ut a million blue
and snéw geese normally nest énd.reproduce.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Yancey, could the
Chair interrupt you and ask you a quesfion?

MR. YANCEY: Yes, sir.

THE CHAIRMAﬁ: What 1s your, personal

opinion on the steel shot versus the lead shot?

How many birds do you think we are going to lose to

a sharper steel shot than will ever be recovered?

/
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MR. YANCEY: There has been a lot of
research cafried out on that particular subject
and it indicates that the érippling loss doesn't
differ greatly bétween lead and steel. The §tee1
is not as effective past 35 yards as lead is, but
lead will cripple ducks further than steel will;
so the crippling loss 1is ﬂop'going to differ
greatly, based on research that is being conducted.

The big probiems with steel shot have to
do with the fact that a box of steel shot is going
to‘coét about twice what a box of lead shot costs;
and also there is some indication that yod will
get a little more wear on yo;r barrel with steel
than you get with lead. | »

THE CHAIRMAN: Tﬁis reminds me ofbmostf
things the federal government does, in that the
cure is worse than the disease itself. I can't
heip but say that, I think £hey are making a mis-
take, and they will probably lose several million
ducks that they will shoot cléan through like they
did in World War II with those old hard~nosed

bullets, to really tear men up, just shoot through

them and leave them crippled. I think that is what
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will happen to these ducks. I think that time wil
prove; in the next five to teﬁ years, that again
the bureaucracy has created a bigger problem by
trying to cure something than the disease was that
they étarted to mess with., They are experts at
that now.

MR. YANCEY: What &ou are saying may be
true; but it 1is 5 faét that we are losing a tre-
meﬁdous number of ducks every year from lead
poisoning. That is the purposé of this new regu-
lation. Of course, everybody is Optimistic about
the fact,;hat the manufacturihg costs of steél
will come down and they will improve this ammuni-
tion ballistically where it will be more compéraﬁl

to lead, and if that is ever accomplished, then it

is going to result in a lot more birds being avail-

able to hunters to enjoy auriﬁg the fall migration
because we have conducted a number af field inves-
tigations in Louisiana over the past 25 years of
heavy.losses of ducks due to lead poisoning, and
it occurs everywhere that you have concentrations
of waterfowl using areas that are heavily shot

over, You have just got a massive number of

1
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1ead.shot, It runs 30-40,000 lead shot per acre
in some of these areas, and these birds pick up
two or three pellets and they have had it.

THE CHAIRMAN: What about the steel shqt;
will that affect them any way? | .

MR. YANCEY: The steel doesn't have any
toxic effect on ducks., Théy'can pick up a gizzard
full of steel shot and it doesn't result in any
damge to the ducks., That is the purpose of' the
thing. As I said earlier, it is a very; very
unsavory regulation énd the hunters in Louisiana
are universally 0pposedkto it, but there éré two
sides to that question.

MR. LAPEYRE: That doesn't mean, though;
that leéd shqt as such is going'to be taken off u
the market?

MR. YANCEY: No.

MR. LAPEYRE: Where the waﬁer is deep
enough, there is no objection, is that right?
No objection to using the lead shot?

"'MR. YANCEY: Well, I think ultimately

|

you are going to be looking at a regulation that

is probably going to be flyway-wide requiring the

B3GE
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use of steel shot, flyway-wide across the country.

MR, LAPEYRE: The regulation reéuiring.
steel shot in Louisiana this year applies only to
certain areas,:does it not? |

MR. YANCEY: It appli?s generally to the’
Catahoula Lake area and to the area above Intra-
coastal Canal and south of Interstaté over in
southwest Louisiana, in Cameron, Calcasieu and
Vermilion. |

| MR. }APEYRE:‘ Is it because of the deﬁth
of the water in those areas, where it is possible
for the ducks -- |

MR. YANCEY: }Well, that 1is not'thé way
these areas were selected. They were selected . -
based primarily on harvest ratés of ducks within“
a given areé, and that is going to be expanded
next year.

I missed this. This shaded area (indi-
cating) on the map of Louisiana over here sﬁows
where steel shot 1is going to be reduiredh The -
shaded area down in southwest Louisiana and the

shaded area up in the Cafahoulé_Parish area north-

east of Alexandria is where it is going to be
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required in the state this year.

MR. DUPUY: Dick, if_I might make a
prediction, I think we will see within a very short
period of time that we will be using steel shot for
all gauges of shotguns throughoﬁt the whole flyway,
and.we will probably end up with a half-day duck
season, mornings only, withiﬁ a few short years.

MR. YANCEY: Yes, I think you are looking
at steel shot for waterfowl hunting in the future.
'That is based on the information that we have as
to whét théir plan is, the federal plan; for the
flyway for next year and down the road ahéad; so
we might as well all get bracéd for.that,. -

As far as half-day shooting 1is concernéd;
right now there is no serious cdnsideration~beiné
given to providing for that in the Mississippi
Fiyway. 1 don't know of anyone that is proposing
that. The only proposals that have been made have
been by Defenders of Wildlife and some of the other
preservationist organizations to do . away with early
morning hunting, which would be disastrods to ducﬁ
hunting. They are talking about allowing shooting

to start 30 minutes after sunrise, which would just
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destroy the sport of duck hunting in this staté.
Théy filed a suit about this last year, and it waé
finally ruled -- the Court ruled tha; a better
assessment of the effects of this on protected
species would have to be made, énd that ass;ssment
was made by the Fish and Wildlife Service and %t

has been published.

s

/7

Getting back to the subjectlmatter at
hand, I am going to call on Hugh Bateman to‘pre-
sent the Commission with the recommended dates for
the duck and goose seasons from the staff. I
woulq like to say that these recommendatibns are
based on about 27 yearé of information.hérg’in
Louisiana frém aerial surveys conduéted_during the
fall, winter and spring by the Biologists in thé
Commission and by ébout 25 or 27 years of hunter;
kill information collected in the field and througt

questionnaire surveys and I would also like to say,

Mr. Chairman, t hat after he presents his recommend-

ation, I think there are several people present

that would like to be heard. If you would, I thintk

it would be advisable, after he presents the staff

recommendations, 1f you would call on these

L o
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gentiemen and let them be heard, and then we will
take whatever acfion you feel is proper.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, sir; Hugh.

MR. HUGH BATEMAN: 1 am glad Mr. Yancey
had a chance to get rid of the éontfoversial issue
of steel shof so we can get on with the waterfowl
'season date recommendations, which I am sure every-
body is going to agree on.

| Before I make any recommendétions, I

would like to go over a map'thét I have here on
the fight, which will provide you some figures on
the duck harvest that occugfed in Louisiana last
year. The Game Division, the Research Analjsisﬁ
Section, runs a mail questionnaire survey each yean
to determine where and how large the waterfowl
harvest is in Louisianaf |

The green figures pertain to the west
zone in Louisiana. These are last year's water-
fo&l'season dates. As you can see, in the inland
zone in the west zone; there were 301,000 waterfow]
taken and 784,000 taken on the coast. This brings
you to a total of 1,870,000 birds harvested in the

western zone of Louisiana last year with these

5 .
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season dates. You break down the west zone into
the first split and the second split of the seasoﬁ
and it gives you a little over a half million birds
in the firét split from November 6 to November 28
and als§ a 1itt1e over a half million birds from
December 11 to January 11 last year.

In the east éone there were 412,000 birds
harvested in the inland zone in the east, 372;000
birds on the coast, for a total in the east zone
of 779,000. Some of you good mathematiﬁians are
going to see that some of these figures don't add;
these are computer estimates through a statistical
survey and they are ééparate ésgimates, so'if they
don't quite add up or areva thousand off one way
or the other,\we are aware of that, and this 1s the
way the survey 1is done.

In the east zone when it is broken d;wn;
last year we estimated about 418,000 birds taken
ddring the first part of t@e season in the east
zone, 361,000 birds dﬁring the second part of the
season in the east zone. |

Last,year in Lduisiana there were about

122,000 duck stamps sold, That is up about 10,000
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from.the last year, according to the Fish and
Wildlife Service figures. The total duck harvest
in Louisiana last year, 1,867,000 birds, which of
course we think turned out to be a pretty faif

season,

Ag all of you know, last year we had an
extremely dry year, starting the first,part of the
season, and that maintained itself right on through|
I guess Christmas before we started getting a lot
of rain, |

| This year, of course, conditiqns are just
exactly the opposite. We have had a tremendous
amount of rain and right now we just don't ‘know .
what 1is going to work itself out by the time the™
duck season rolls aroﬁnd this yéar.' h

I would ‘1like to entertain any questions
that any of the Board members might have at tﬁis
point before we make any recomméndatiqns.

0. K.: for the west zone this year;.we
have, as Mr; Yancey ﬁointed odt, 50 days of water-
fowl hunting, and we would recommend a season that

commences on November 5, and of course that 1is a

locked~-in date by our zoning agreement with Fish
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and Wildlife Service; this is a fixed date every
year; the first Saturday in November, and that
occurs on November 5 this year. That would be
November 5 through November 27, or 23 days; and
December 10 fo January 5 for 27Adays. |
For geese in the west zone, we would
recommend November 5 to Néveﬁber 27 and December 14
to January 25, Last year we had a legislative
resolution that asked the Louisiana Wild Life and
Fisheries Commission to run the duck and goose
season concurrent, the days overlapping. We did
that last year and we are recommending that again
this year. That is a 70~day season with 23'days
in the first part and 47.days in the second part.
I might add that this’year in the éptiﬁns
that we had for waterfowl hunting regulations; we
had the point system option which, of course; has
beeﬁ very, very popular here in the étate and I
think it has been beneficial to Louisiana duck
hunters particularly. Ihe low point category has
consisted of birds that make up the bulk of the-

birds that winter here in Louisiana, and the option

to the point system this year would have been a
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standard five-bird bag, and we would certainly
recommend going with the point system again this
year., It has been extremely popular and we think
it~is tﬁe thing to go with.

In the east zone we wguld recommend for
ducks,‘November 19 to November 27 and the second
split for December 10 to January 14} For geesé
in the east zone, it is a 70—day season and I
think it was pointed out that we can have separate
goose seasons in each of the zones and therefore
we wﬁuld recommend November 19, a straight season
through January 27, which is 70 days.

Louisiana aléo has the option for a
special scaup season. It would be restricted to
certain aréas mutually agreed uﬁon by us ‘and the:
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service in southeast
Louisiana and we would recommend those. dates t2
commence -~ this special season is for scaup only
and it has to fall outside the regular duck season
dates. Therefore we would recommend that this
season commence on Januaf& 15, which is a Sunday,
and-would run through January 30, which is a

Monday., The bag limit on those birds would_be

2
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five a day and ten in possession,.

There have been a number of misconcep-
tions_about an -option that was offered to certain
Mississippi Flyway states_this year poncerning a
special wood duck season that would consist of |
nine days that wopuld have to be set prior to
October 15. This nine -days wogld be subtracted
from the number of duck hunting days that-you
would have available, and therefore we would, of
course, recommend that this option not be exer-
cised. Our wood ducks remain here in Louisiana
and we have no proBlem with that at all; so we
don't recommend that that‘option be exerciséd.

Are there any questions? . |

THE CHAIRMAN: I think at this time we
will hear from the audience. Would-you step to
the mike, please, and state ydur name and who you
represent.

MR. LOUIS BATT, SR.: Thank you. My
name is Louils Batt and I speak on behalf .of the
Clio Duck ﬁunting Club.

Basically the regulations that have been

set out thus far, stated, somewhat parallel what I
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am going to suggest and hope for adéption in the
way of a dﬁck season in the eastern section of
Louisiana. However, there 1s some‘variétibn of
about seven days.

Taking into consider&tion the average
duck hunter who'works~Monday through Friday, we
worked with this in mind to get him the maximum
number of days on which he can hﬁnt. Proposed
season split, we do concur in the poiﬁt system
adoption. The split season would run the first
half.from November 12, a Saturday, to December 3;
a Saturday. Not the most desirable ending day
but.the reason is that if you-shift one dayﬁopeh

way or the other, you lose two days on the other

'end. The second half to be from December 17, a

Saturday, to January 8, a Saturday.
| MR.‘LUTTRELL: Larry, you can't open on
November 12 because that is locked in,

MR. BATT: 'In the western zone; am I
right? In‘the eastern zone, the New Orleans érea,
it is allowable. | '

MR. LAPEYRE: And your closing date on

the second split?

0
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f

MR. BATT:

split would be January 8,

works for an organization

that is allotted.
THE CHAIRMAN:
Herring.
MR.
comment I have to make is
as an opening date on the

the date that was set for

The closing day of the second

The conclusion why this is being recom-
mended is that in this particular case the average
man huntiné or having to work Méndqy through Fri-
day would be afforded in each of thé splits eight

days, making a total of 16 hunting days. If he

whereby if a legal holiday falls on a Sunday; which
this year Christmas and New Year's does, if it
falls.on a Sunday he is allowed off Monday;'and in
that case, he would have an additional three days,
making the average man able to make 21 huntiﬁg days
We feél that this is making maximum use of the time
Thank you. “

Thank you, Mr.

JOE HERRING:

seasons in the state, and

possibly be a big conflict in there and something

a Sunday.

-- and quite a few do --

Batt. Mr.

Mr. Chairman, the only
recommending December 17A
second season. This is

the opening of all doe

we feel like it would

*
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to consider’here, because even though you are
either a duck hunter or a deer hunter; there are

a lot of people who like to do a little bf Both,
and since that is a big day ghere, a lot of people
do like to hunt on doe days, 1tais something really
to consider\theré, as far as December 17. There
would be a real big conflict‘tﬁeré.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Joe, i1s there a regu-
lation about the opening of the waterfowl season
on the opening of -- |

MR. HERRING: ©No, there 1is nbthing on 1t;
but it would be two big days there. Duck hunting
is a big day and the opening of your doe seaéon
is also a big opening day for people to get out.“.
Now, on thé game management areés, you would hav;
it there. |

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: That is what I was
getting at, on game~management areas you do hﬁve a
conflict, |

MR. HERﬁING: Right, you have %t»anywhére
there is a doe season.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: 1In the regulations,

just what does it state, because I think that is no

(o
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éuite fullylunderstood by everfbédy;

MR. HERRING: You mean when it opens?

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: No, just whét ére the
prohibitions on --

MR. HERRING: Oh, O, i., I am sorry; I
didn't understand you. During the opening day of
the deer season we do prohibit duck hunting on that
day. That is because you will have so many people
in there with high-powered rifles and so many
peoplevin there hunting. I mean you would just be
outnumbered by the duck hunters you would have on
these small areas on a lot of your wildlife manage-
ment areas, and we do prohibit‘that type of ﬁunting
and‘it so states in the pamphlet that there would
not be any duck hunting on thatAopening day. So;
if you went to the 17th, then you would cut out
your duck hdnting on that opening day on wildlife
management areas.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Just on the opening
day?' | )
| MR. HERRING: Just the opening day, right
DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Just that one day?

MR. HERRING: Right.

T34
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DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Or during the whole.

season?

| MR. HERRING: No, just on the doe.days.
Itavariés on th;t thing; one to three days; five
days. |

THE CHAIRMAN: You could lose three to
five days on it. |

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: All right, why don't
we get that regulation out and somebody read it
out?

THE CHAIRMAN: The regulation is thére is
just no.combined high-powered rifles am.ducﬁ hunt-
ing at the same time. In some areas ﬁhey ha&e_one
and in some areas three and some five days.

MR. YANCEY: This pambhlet, which coveés
the regulations for hunting deer, ;s adopted by the
Commission in June, specifies that no duck, hunting
is allowed on the game management areas where
either sex deer hunts.take place on the same date,
‘and 1f you will recall, December 17 was selected
by the Commission'about four moqths ago éo begin

the either sex hunts on the game management areas

and throughout the eastern zone of Louisiana, so
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as Joe pointed out; there is a major conflictg
there would be a major conflict if you opened the
duck season and the deer season together on
December 17, as this gentleman just proposed. In
past years when the Commission has taken this
action, fhere has been a tremendous outcry from
many of the huﬁters who like to hunt both species.
They like to make the operning days of the deer
hunts and they like to make the opening days of
the duck hunﬁ. | o

You can't change the deer dates. 'They
were set three or four months ago. But it would be
desirable if you would avoid going with an opening
date on the.duck season that would coincide withi
the opening date previously set.up for the deer
season,

THE CHAIRMAN: The Chair makes the obser-
vation it is just not feasible to open the season
on the 17th, Mr. Batt. 1 am éorry, but it would
restrict too many people from hunting deer and we
would have our héads on the block., I appreciate
your interest and concerﬁ and time and effort you

have put forth in preparing your presentation, but
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I just think it wouid be too @uch of a conflicé.

MR. GILBERT: Mr. Chairman, I would 11£é
to say to Diék that the only thing yoq would be
doing if it opens on the 17th, you would be“requir-
ing the hunter to make é choiceuof whether he
wanted to hunt deer or duck,

MR. YANCEY: They don'f like to make
that choice, see.

MR. GILBERT: Well, if they are a duck
hunter, they can make the choice, and if they are
a deef hunter, they can make the choice? so to me
that is not a real feasible answer to it.- I just
believe that a duck hunter can.decide and the deer
hunter can decide, and they will have to, 1f we
would set on the 17th.

MR. YANCEY: All I can say 1s we would
have a tremendous outcry agéinst opening these
seasons together. That is-for the information of
the Commission, |

MR. GILBERT: Bﬁt that only applies just
to the game management areas. It wouldn;t have
any effect outside, just the game management.

MR. YANCEY: No, the deer seasons

\

?@6@
@ %%% HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans



throughout the eastern zone are going to open on
"December 17, All either sex seasons that have
beea set for the eastern zone are going to open on
December 17. That has already been éreviéqsly
established by the Commission. |

' MR. GILBERT: But my point was that if
we set the duck season on the 17th, they still
could hunt duck outside the game éanagement areas.

MR. fANCEY: Well, sure. They could

take their choice.

MR, LAPEYRE: Just to make that point _

the gun season for deer coincides with the obenipg

duck season, that they couldn't hunt,

MR. LAPEYRE: You could not hunt ducks
on those game managehent areas during the gun
season on deer in those areas.

MR. YANCEY: Right., Of course, therg is
another angie to this, from the standpoint of duck
hunting. Bateman made his recommendatioﬁ based on
the fact that the 10th is a better opening date

for duck hunting than the 17th date is. We just

clear, 1t is on the game management areas, wherever

MR, YANCEY: Could not hunt, that's right

.
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in Arkansas. Do you have those dates?

ﬁointed out the problem about the 17th, but the
hﬁnting is better.

MR. LAPEYRE: Why is the 10th better than|
the 17th? |

| MR. YANCE?: . Because you normélly get

your second major flight of mallards into the 1
state around the 10th to the.12th, right about
that period. These past inventory records have
reflected this; that that is a better opening date
from the standpoint of hunter success than Decem~
ber 15 is. | |

MR. DUPUY: Mr. Yancey, would you please
comment on ;he opening dates of ﬁhe season in
Arkansas? We have found that the most significant
thing th#t moved ducks around in tﬁe central and

~

northern part of the state is the hunting season

MR. YANCEY: Bateman has those dates. I
will call on him, He has them for Arkansas.

MR. BATEMAN: The duck hunting’seasonr
dates for Arkansas established this year are
November 19 through December 11 and December 17

through January 7.

gee
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MR. DUPUY: Say again, please.

MR, BATEMAN: .Névember 19 through Decem;
ber 11, December 17 through January 7. !

MR. DUPUY: Thank you very much, Butch.

MR. GILBERT: One thiﬁg, Burt.and Dick;
you are talking about an outcry, you are going to
have aﬁ outcry from the hunters when you tell them
they just have nine days on the first split, and
that is what has been recommended, only nine hunt-
ing days on the first split. Don't yod agree with
that, Butch, that there is going to be a tremendous
oukcry from the duck hunters?

MR. BATEMAN: I have\a sneakipg.sﬁspicion
there is going to be a tremendous outcry regardresg
of what we dq! ”

MR. DUPUY: Whatever we do!

MR. BATEMAN: The recommeﬁdation of nine
days during the first split -- I am going to put
it to you straight -- that is not what we would
like to do, but because of the number of days we
have got, we have got five iess days than last

year and we have got this terrible conflict in our

judgment on the 17th, we recommended that.
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That is as fair as I can explain it.
That 1s what we were wrestling with, and, you knbw;
‘don't misunderstand; we understand that if ﬁe
didn't have a problem on the 17th, it would cer-
tainly be better to move these ghings back to have
16 days in the first split.- There is no question
about that. -

MR. BATT: I woﬁld like to make a couple
of observat%bns, not to make it too controversial,
but I concur in theifeeling that when you say nine
days;-we are going to have a few broken legs from
the stomping feet throughout the state. The pro-
posal I ﬁade contains two Splifs, one of 22 daysh
and oﬁe of 23 days. It also occurred to me as I -
sat thefe and heard, I sympathize with the deer |
hunter; I know he likes his deer hunting as well
as 1 like my duck hunting. The gentleman pointed
out, of course, if I hunted both I would make to-
make a decision. Of course, I realize this., I
also just scanned over it and looked at the fact
that if we are not hinging dn opening da;, the
proposal as brought forth, opening on the lOth;

the 17th will still be a day when the duck hunter

&
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and the deer hunter have to make a decision as to
what he 1is going to hunt that particular day.
That was at one time ali taken into consideration
in the formulation of this recommendatioﬁ. Thank
you. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr., Batt,.

"Will you state your name; please, sir,’
and who you represent, |

MR.” PAUL DUBUISSON: I am Paul Dubuisson
and I represent the Dutch Bayou Hunting Club.

Gentiemen, we discussed last year's
season as being a highly successful one and Dutch

. Bayou Hunting Club recommends that the dates for

the eastern sector be set at November 19 through
December 4' then again December 17 through Janu~
ary 14, T think if you will 1ook at last year,
this very closely approximates the dates we had
last year, |
| In view of the fact that many times we
get low water in the latter part of the ﬁeason;
perhaps a few more days iﬁ the first split gightv

be in order.

Again, on the choice between deer hunting

Goen
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and duck hunting, Dutch Bayou Hunting Club has
many memberé who afe both 'deer hunters and duck
hunters. Again, these guys are }eft to fheir own
resources, Do you want water or do you want wine?
You somewhere along the line must make a decision.
The November 19 through December 4 and December 17
through January 14 dates are our recommendation.
Thank you. ’ _

THE CHAIRMAN: Thaﬁk you, sir, Does
anyone else wish to be heard?

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Mr. Chairman, would

you ask these people if they have any problem with,}

Instead of reopening on the 17th on the secaid'
split, 1if they could reopen on the 10th and then"™
shut it down on January 7 instead of January 14 in

the east zone, still giving you 45 days-and giving

y6u 16 days in the first split instead of nine days

If.you end up with five days of bluebird weather
in that first split, you have lost your opportunity
to waterfowl hunt in the east zone in the first
split with only nine days. ‘

THE CHAIRMAN: November 19 to Deceﬁber 4

in this last proposal gives 16 days in the first

N

13

&
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segment and 29 days in the second,.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Right; but I am try-A
ing to erase the ﬁroblem, the conflict;lof.Decem-
ber 17, and you move it to the 10th and take off.
the seven days in the back. Inhtalking fo our
staff, they have also made another recommendation
that if that would be close ﬁo being acceptable,
then they would éuggest that we open it on the
12th of November. -Butch, would you -go with that?

MR; BATEMAN: Mr. Angelle, we defin;teiy
would. In other words, if there was a feeling"
among the Board that they would want to move seven
days somewhére, we would strongly récommeﬁd fhat,
those seven days -~ and I am talking about the
east zone -- be put at the‘begihning of the season
and that seasan open on November 12 and run for 16
days through November 27. That is absolutely cor-
rect. There is a tremendous number of non-mallard
puddle ducks that come through the south end of
the ‘state during fhe first part of November, and
those seven days that would.be moved from early
December -- instead of putting them in December,

to put them in early November -- in my judgment

~
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you would be doing hunters é favor by structuring
it that way rather than the other way; if you
choose to move seven days sdmewhere.

MR. LAPEYRE: Would you say again what
you first said?

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: If we would open
November 19 and élose on December 4 and reopen on
the 10th and go to January 7. That 1is one proposi-
tion,. |

MR. BATEMAN: Well; that 1is what my
recomﬁendation‘was in reference to,. Rather than
go to December 4, I would recommend opening on
November 12 instead of the 19th,. |

MR. GILBERT: Why?

MR. BATEMAN: Becéusé‘there is a trémeﬁ-
dous number of non-mallard puddle ducks; particu-
larly in the coastal area of the state. In the
coastal area of the state, those seven days would
be more productive at that time of the year; I1f
you add seven days after Thanksgiving; during
Thanksgiving is normally a dead time as éar as
bird migrations are concerned. Your transient

flight has already gone; your incoming December
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mallards have not arrived. Generally what we have
found; after a solid week of hunting during the =
Thanksgiving holidays, the weekend before Thanks-
giving all through that week, school childrén are
out. They have pounded those birds pretty hard
for seven days, and if you stick seven days behind
that heavy gunning period, I.thiﬁk that yoﬁr suc-—
cess or opportunity for hunting would probably be
less at that time than it would be my moving those
seven days earlier in November when these big
transient flights of birds are still coming through
the state. I am talking about blue-winged teal;
shoveler, pintail,~widgeon, some gadwall and'gregn-
winged teal,

This is a trade-off that you #re talkiﬁg
about, and if those seven days are fo be moved in
the first part of the season, I would strongly
recommend‘that they be put from November 12 instead
of takiné%égém on behind Thanksgiving.

MR. LAPEYRE: I am pretty sure, &ou know;
you are going to get those two guys, Hue.and Cry,
if you open on a Monday!

MR. BATEMAN: Well, we wouldn't be openinfg
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on a Monday that way, would we?
DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Tﬁat is a Saturday.
MR. YANCEY: I would like to make one
suggestion, Jerry is going to comment on tﬁe
western zone, and if you cduld resolve the easte;n
zone -- if you are going to get into the western
zone now, you are-going to have total confusion.
THE CHAIRMAN: What do you think we have
now? (Laughter) |
| MR, JONES: Wait a minute. May I make
a litfle‘statement, primarily to Secretary Angelle.
You know, there is one interest -- you are worried
about the deef hunters and all»that, but you'havg
forgotten about the shrimpers! You know the shrimp
season closes on midnight, thé 20th of December,x
and we have got to coordinate that with this!
DIRECTOR ANGELLE: I have no problém
with thét;
‘MR. JONES; That is In the eastern zone,
DIRECTOR ANGELLE: You mean we are going
to extend the shrimp season in the west éone!

MR. GILBERT: I have a recommendation to

make to the Commission, when we get through with

Haw
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the east zone.

THE CHAIRMAN: Does anybody else want t&'
comment on the east zone? Speak now or forever
Hold your piece. |

MR. GILBERT: Gentlemén, I have a recon-
mendation strictiy for the east zone; and that is
-- and T will give you my reasons for the date I
am going to suggest to you -- I am suggesting that
Wwe open on thg 19th, which is exactly the same day
that the biologists had picked out, go until
December 11; second split, open on the 17th of
December and go until January 7.

Now my reason for that -~ I have séveral.
First, it doeén'tlchange the total number of day§
at all. They still have the 45>days.’ The second
point, you will eliminate the nine;day opening
splif. You will jump from nine days to some 23
days. The third thing, it will be the same identichl
season as Arkansas will have, the same identical
season. Now, as éll of you know; north Louisiana
borders south Arkansas. The rice fields of south
Arkansas stop many of our'ducks. Now thé reports

that I have gotten are that when Arkansas 1s open,
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or rather let's say when Arkansas is closed, which
it would be under the first proposal thét you gavé
us; but if Arkansas is closed and the Loﬁisiana
seéson is open, the ducks leave north Louisiana
and central Louisiana where the; are getting the
pressure, go back to Arkansas, which certainly we
don't want, o

Now if both: states open at the same'time,
thaf problem will be eliminated. wa according .to
the duck kill that Hugh has; theﬁ you will find
that most of the ducks were killed -- not most but
the la rgest éercentage of ducks ~- are killed in
your opening season. This will give you a lénger
opening split., Of course, that is what I feel the
objectiv; of the Commission and the biologists R
should bf’ to give the hunters in Louisiaﬁa the
most shooting and the best seasons that we can.

Now, eliminating the five déys that we
will have less this year, it is practically the
same as we had 1aét year. Not exactly but prac-
tically the same., It opens‘on the same date as

last year. Last year it opened on the 20th., I am

suggesting it open on the 19th, Last year it openefd

QO
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on December 18.. I am suggesting it open on the
17th. That problem that Dick Yancey brought up
that it will create a problem on those hunters
who want to hunt.duck and deer the same day, well,
they may have a little minor préblem; but you are
not going to hear as much cry from them as you are
if you just give them niné d#ys on the opening.

So, I am goiﬁg to suggest and recommend
to the Commission that it run from November 19 to
December 11, December 17-through January 7.

| THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, you have heard

Mr. Gilbert's motion. - Do I have a second to that
motion? |

MR. DUPUY: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Secondéd'by Mr. Dupuy.
Any further discussion? Does anybody want to be
heard now on this motion? Come on, Butch.

‘MR. BATEMAN: One more comment and’theﬁ
I am going to sit down. If you set the datesthat
Mr. Gilbert has suggested, and I might‘point out
before I say anything further, that those are real
good possibly for northeast Louisiana, and if you

want to do what Arkansas does, but if you set those

CO '
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dates, you are going to do two thingé. Number one,
if you Open.on the 19th; you are going to miss thé
majority of your transient flights, If &ou'close
on the 7th, you are going to miss é lot 6f the late
hunting season opportunity thatutakes place up
there, and in my’judg;ent.you miss something on
Both ends, and we have tried to compensate for that
with the 6therldates that we suggested.
'MR. GILBERT: Hugh; we are opening the
same day; November 19. That is whét you suggésted.
| MR. BATEMAN: If you are going to change
the dates that I recomﬁendgd for nine déys during
the firét split, my original recommendation;.yquu
will note that my counter-proposal to that was that
if you édded additional days to the first.Split;~
that you open on November 12 rather than going into
December after Thanksgiving.

MR. GILBERT: Well, I took the same open-
ing dates that you reqommended to us; which was
November 19. | |

MR. BATEMAN: Yes, sir; and you added

another 14 days on into December, and I am suggest-

ing to you that I think it would be a better season

2]+
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for duck hunting in Louisiana, from the information
that I look at; to sét a November 12 opening rather
than November 19, provided that you are going on
into December.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank ;ou, Mr. Batemaﬁ.
Any further diséussion?

MR. LUTTRELL: Call for the duestion!

- MR. YANCEY: 1I have to --

THE CHAIRMAN: Hold it just a4minute;
bick._ Will you yield the question to his comment?

MR. LUTTRELL: Yes.

MR. YANCEY: I have to maké one comment
on this., Bateman also emphasized, I think h;
emphasized the fact that the poorest period for
duck hunting in the state is right after the
Thanksgiving holidays, and thig proposal would
leave the hunting season open du?ing that period;
so you are using up days right ip thefe at a period
where they would be better utilized either on the
front end of the first'segment or on the tail end
of the second segment,~so we want to make sure that
everyone understands thése recommendations, so that

if this is adopted and when the roof falls in, let
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it fall in on the right place.

MR. GILBERT: Tell me again; what did
you say about Thanksgiving?

MR. YANCEY: The'poorest period during
the winter months to hunt ducks in this state, as
a whole,~is right after ThankégiQing. Bateman
emphasized this point and he said that these birds
have been pounded for four days during the Thanks-
giving holidays and gunning pressure has a tremen-
dous impact on the distribution of ducks in this
state; and when they are pounded, they go into the
refuges and they are not available for'hunting. |

In addition to that, your fall transient
flight is over. This is four or five million ducks
that go through here and they afe available for
hunting prior to Thanksgiving and they are not
available after ThankSgiving because they have
already moved south, so you miss an oéportunity to
shoot into that transient fliéht.' |

Also, rightvafter Thanksgiving you have
missed an opportunity in that your second winter
flight of mallards has nof a rrived at that time. .

That is what most duck hunters consider to be the

3
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.gentlemen right here and that gentleman right therg.

AOIdrums period for duck hunting in Louisiana.‘

THE CHAIRMAN: Let:me say this; Dick, iﬁ
Mr. Gilbert's behalf -- o

| MR. YANCEY: ﬁe just want to make our

point clear. You gentlemen do %hat yoh want to;
but we want to make our points clear. |

THE CHAIRMAN: You have done it. In Mr,.
Gilbert's behalf, let me say this. I daresay 60 -
pereent ofAthe duck hunting in this state 1is done
in clubs and the clubs I am familiar with regulate
the hunting hours. They either hunt in the morn;
ing or the afternoon. They don't hunt both and
they don't drive them out, as I think; Diék;'ypu,
indicated a while ago hunter pressure w&uld;-'l
know down at the cluﬁs where I go; and I don't
duck hunt but I go down go the clubs and spend
some time with them, they either hunt in the morn-
ings or the afternoons but they don'f hunt both .
times.,

MR. GILRERT: Another point. Both of
these gentlemen that made recommendations, they are

going right on through Thanksgiving, Dick, This
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Through Thanksgiving; %nd that was Diég's éoinf
that right after Thanksgiving --

THE CHAIRMAN:
you have done a masterful job. You have put it on
the Commission's back and we are big boys and we
are wiiling to accept the responsibility. We have
ha& a motion, a second and the question has been
called. There is no more discuséi&n. Mr. Jones,

I will have a roll call vote and start with you;

how do you vote?

MR. JONES: Boy, are you a friend! I

will vote yes.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Jones votes yes. Mr,

Luttrell.

MR. LUTTRELL:
THE CHAIRMAN:
MR. DUPUY:
THE CHAIRMAN:
MR. GILBERT:

THE CHAIRMAN:
MR. LAPEYRE:

THE CHAIRMAN:

in favor. The motion carries., The Chair is off

Yes.

Yes.

Mr. Gilbert.
Yes.

Mr. Lapeyre.
No.

The vote is four to one

Let me tell you, Dick,

/

Mr., Dupuy.

5
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~will never hear from us, never know anything about

~

the hook! Now we will get into the western zone.
This season opens November 19 for the eastern zoﬁe#

closes December 11; opens again December 17 and

closes January 7. (NOTE: Amended; see pp; 155-160)

(Repeating) Opens in‘the eastern zone,
November.lé; closes December 11, " Opens again oﬁ
December 17 and closes on January 7. Is that cor-’
rect, Mr, Gilbert?

MR. GILBERT: That is correct,

THE CHAIRMAN: That is the'eagtern zone

season, gentlemen. If in fact we are right, you

it. If we are wrong, the biol§gists will neﬁe;.
let us forget about it. (Laughter) Mr. Yancey
wants to be recorded as saying we are wrong,

- Now, do we have any recommendations for
the western éone? Will you st;te your name; please
sir, and who youAfepresent. |

MR. JERRY SCHALLER: My name is Jerry
Schaller. I représent T & S Wildlife Corporation
in Calcasieu and Cameron Parish.

I stand up -- really it seems like I am

~

saying amen to the sermon that has already been

Qe )
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preached;}because the recommendations that the
biologists gave; the surveys that we made among
3;000 people that hunt in our district down there
actually through our hunting operation, and the
opinibns that I have gotten froﬁ duck hunters in
and dutside of our hunting organization go strictly
along with the recommendatioﬁs from the biologists
for the western zone, November 5 through 27, closed
till opening again December 10 thfough January 5,
giving us 50 days in our duck hunting. |

- The goose season to coincide with‘our
duck season, November 5 through(27; reopening
December 10; going through Janﬁary 25 for 70'days.

| I.might point out that I have taken into

consideration the same things and I have heard |
from very good authority a strong recommendation
that we extend this first segment of our duck
season through the first week or Into the first
week of December, but I wholéheartedly concur with
our biologists. I have found that I can just say
amen to what they have said. These ducks in our
particular area have gone t hrough a pounding at

this period and these five or six days, if we

% .
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added another seven days to the end of our Novem-
ber season;'We would find that they would be a
disappointment as far as hunter effort and yield
in this respect. We find that the ducks‘have done
;xactly what the biologists saia they have done.
" Really the only reason many times that we go along
with a season up through Thanksgiving is because
of the opportunity it affords to the people who
have vacation time, the school children, and all
of the popular belief, of course, that this is
the time to hunt when ybu have Opportunity; which
is true, so we believe that in‘our recommendation
we have afforded the Opportunify and we whofe~
heaétedly concur for.our operation, for the peorie
of southwesﬁquuisiana, that this would meet theh
needs of most people.

THE CHAIRMAN: ,Do yoﬁ not run a public
hunting ground?

MR. SCHALLER: Yes, our operation is
open to anyone that wants to hunt.

THE CHAIRMAN: You are a commercial

operator? Commercial hunting guides?

MR, SCHALLER: That's right, correct,

o8
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THE CHAIRMAN: Which means that you will
hunt morning and evening; which -- | |
| MR. SCHALLER: No; sir; no. I'doﬁ't

ﬁant to go on record as that. We hunt until 12
o'clock noon. No oné is in ourumarsh after 12
o'clock noon. 1If they are, then we have to haul
them out, because they are iﬁ dire need of’trans—
portation. 1In fact, we coﬁe out; if anyone is in
the marsh after 12 o'clock, they are close to dead
or dead, because this is one of'the striétest
reduifements we ﬁake for our hunters and our guides
and the people. We don't even york in our marsh
after 12 o'clock noon. | |

THE'CHAIRMAN:\ Very good. Thank you.

MR. YANCEY: How many individuals hunters
do you deal with? | _ 4

MR. SCﬁALLER: Dick, we hunged a little
over 3,000 individuals. I would saf that 50 per-
cent of these were Louisiana hunteré. The other
50 pércent of theﬁ were non-residents and this
brought in the non—resident.fee along with a lot
of other thingg fhat éame back, We find, 1f I can

AN

go just a little bit further ~- we have found that

gceq ’
8883 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC, the complete convention service in new orleans
xwly] )



72

)

this is one of the greatest selling points. We arse
in a hotel;mbtel operation also; and we find that
this has stimulatedvmore tourist business for
southwest Louisiana than perhaps any effo?t that
we have seén.' I have been in séveral states; in
fact I was in Tulsa, Oklahoma and é man asked me
where I was from and I explained to him and he

' a man

said; "We hunt ducks with yﬁu down tbere,'
that I.had never met before. And hé said; "We
will be back to southwest Louisiana because of the
huntiﬁg oberation and because of the acceptance
that we get from good séasons and generous bag
limits and accommodations." | .

THE CHAIRMAN: And that tourist dollar-
helps our state; too. “

Does anybody else wish to be heard?

MR. JONES: Butch, what was the seéson
we set last year in the west zone? I don't remem-
ber the dates.

| ZMR. BATEMAN; November 6 through 28;
December l1ll-January 11. | ‘

THE CHAIRMAN: Does anybody else wish to

be heard?

[T=T8
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MR. MiCHAEL HOGAN: Mr. Chairmén, may I
say something? |

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, sir.

MR. HOGAN: Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen
of the Commission, of course I ém a firm believer
in the récommendations of the biologists as long
as fhey agree with me, but seriously in the south-
west part of Loulsiana we find that the first seg-
ment of the hunting season is the best.

I have no quarrel with the opening date
of 11-5., What I would like to see is an extension
of one week on the latter part of the first segment
running into about Decémber 4 and then starting -
the second segment on the 17th and then running on
through the Sth for the balance of the days.

Now I know I have heard up here that the
doe season is going to be opene& at that time, the
deer season. Primarily in my érea my people are
pretty well divided between deer hunters and duck
hunters. Of course, we have some that dq both,
But I think if they got a full week of hunting in
the first segment they wduld forego the opening

date of the second segment to do that deer hunting,
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thosé who hunt deer.

| Now we are saddled'with the steel shot
down there in our area; with the exbepfion of the
little area up the Florida parishes, we'havé 511
the steel shot area that our hunters are going to
have to put up with. 1In reopening the duck season
on the 10th of December, of éourse that second seg-
ment we depend on the big ducks, the mallards,
coming down, and 1f they are running a little bit
late, that first week between the 10th and the 17th
is nof going to be such good shooting. On top of
the fact that we clase on the‘27th, we are going to
miss a week of good pintail and teal shooéing. By
the time the second segment opens on the 10th just
all of our teal and just about all the pintails ara
going to be gone to Mexico.

A lot of our people down in my area vir-
tually clqse their camps after New Year's Eve,
along about that fime, because there 1s no good
duck shooting in the latter part of the season,ﬁso
for that reason I would 1like to recommen& a season

from the first segment beginning on November 5,

running through December 12, with the second segmen

v
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MR.
days, Mike.

MR.

MR.

THE

MR.

MR.
there, I want
Steel shot 1is
another gun.

MR.

beginning on December 17 and running thrdugh the

5th. Thank you very much.

JONES: I believe that 1is foo.many

LUTTRELL: You have got an extra

week there and 1f you get 1it, I want 1it, too.

HOGAN: Well, what we are trying to

do 1s take one week from the .second segment and
put it on the tail end of the first segment, what-

ever the dates are.

CHAIRMAN: November 5-December 4,

December 17-January 5, Mike, 1is that 1t?

HOGAN: Right.
LUTTRELL: Mike, while you are up
to say this to the whole public.

not a controvery. Just buy you-

HOGAN: Of éourse, as Dick Yancey

says, I think it is gqing to work itself out, but
it is sometﬁing new and our people don't like it.
IAthink you are going to see a lot of 16.and 20-
‘gauge shotguns in the blinds this year, simply

because they are not accustomed to steel shot,

m@
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first of all, and secondly, I understand.they are
much more expensive than the lead shot. So I thiﬁk
we are going to revert to 16 and 20 gauges in a
great degree. But we are saddled with it,. .Thé
seasons I recommend, gentlemen, would be ideal for
southwest Louisiana. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Thaﬁk you, Mike. Gentle-
men, the Chair will entertain a motion for the
seasons for the western zone.

MR. JONES: Mr. Chairman, since you all
have iocked the west zone in by what you did with
the east zone, we have got no choice but going to
‘yhat Mike said. |

There is another element that has been-
omitted, and that is the busiﬁeés ébout speckledﬁ
belly hunting in southwest Louisiana. You know
speckled bellies come in pretty early, and we want
to.make the seasons all together; and after the
speckled belly has beep shot, 'you know the further
you go with the season in December, the wilder tﬁe
bird is, so if you add that week on in N;vember,

it provides the opportunity in the rice country

for the goose hunters to get another week of goose

%3
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hunting when the birds still haven't gotten so
wild., I think this is the twelfth year that I haQe-
participated in making the seasons and 1 guess I-
have been wrong eleven times before and maybe I am
wrong again, but I like to look at Butch's figures
on his survey. Last year in the west zone, the
survey on November 3 showed élmést four millioﬂ
birds. The survey on November 22 showed 3.1 mil-
lion birds, December 13 showéd 3.57 million birds
and Januar& 10 showed 2.7 million. So, in the
whole.period you really have, practically speaking;
a consistent number of birds. I realize what B
affects duck hunting 1s the préssure that-is;put?
on the bird, It is harder to kill the bird even-
though ydu have the same number of birds in the n
state, but I think we really are arguing about not
that much when we are talkingiabout moving one
week, and if we do that, then we make the opening
ofﬁthe second season in both areas of the state

the same, and that makes it easier to handle the
goose season, | '

I move that we set the season on Novem-

ber 5 to December 4 and December 17 to January 5.

0 ' ’
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THE
5 to December
Jones.,

MR,

THE

We will again

MR.
THE
MR.
THE
MR.
THE
MR,
THE
carried.
MR.
THE
since that is

of the press,

votes yes. Mr, Luttrell,

"DUPUY: Yes.

December 17 to January 5. Now we will move on to
the goose season. Do we have a recommendation on

the goose season?

CHAIRMAN: We have a motion, November

4 and December 17-January 5 by Mr.

DUPUY: Second.
CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Dupuy.

have a roll call vote. Mr. Jones

LUTTRELL : Yes.

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Dupuy. . -
/ k

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Gilbert.

GILBERT: Yes.

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Lapeyre.

LAPEYRE: Yes.’

CHAIRMAN: It is dnanimous. It is

JONES: Do you vote, Mr,. Berry?
CHAIRMAN: Yes, I will vote yes,
the section I am in. TFor the benefit

that is November 5 to December 4,'

0D
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MR. JONES: To be consisteht, I guess,
Butch, to fbllow the same policy you had it would
be what -- November 5 to the 4th of December, and
then the 17th through the Zsth of January. - That
would follow in what you are talking about. I
move we set the goose season from Noyember 5 throug
December 4, this 1s in the western zone, and then
December 17 through January 25.

THE CHAIRMAN: We have a motion for the
goose season in the western zone, November 5-
‘December 4 and December 17-January Z25. D§ we have
a second? |

" MR. LUTTRELL: Seéoﬁd.

THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Luttfell.’

Any further discussion?
(No response)
THE CHAIRMAN: How do you vote; Mr. Joned?
MR. JONES: Yes. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Luttrell.

—

MR. LUTTRELL: Yes.
THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Dupuy.
MR. DUPUY: Yes.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Gilbert,

govg ,
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MR. GILBERT: Yes.

THE CHAIRMAN; Mr. Lapeyre,.

MR. LAPEYRE: Yes. ' |

THE CHAIRMAN: The Chair votes.yeé.
Unanimous. So ordered,

ﬂR. JONES: What would you do in the
east, Butch? |

THE CHAIRMAN: What do you recommend in
the eastern zone, Butch? Year-round?

MR. BATEMAN: Well,'iﬁ lieu of that we
will go with the 70 days ahd,we will have to change
that from what I had to November 19 to January 27.

THE CHAI RMAN: ﬁovembér 19 to January 277

MR. BATEMAN: kight.

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, you have heard
the recommendation, Do 1 have a motion?

MR, LUTTRELL: I move.- |

MR. JONES: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: We have a motion and a
second, All in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

(No response)
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THE CHAIRMAN So‘ordered; For the
benefit of the press, the goose season in the
eastern zone, November 19-January 27, 70 straight
days.

I would like to back up to Mr. Harry
Schafer. .I missed you on the agenda.

M%.’BATEMAN: Mr. Berry, a couple more
items tﬁat you all have to pass on. One is the
point system versus the regular bag limit,

THE CHAIRMAN: Would you make the recom-
mendétion? |

.MR. BATEMAN: We make a recommendation
that we accept the point system, same as last year.

| MR. LUTTRELL: So move,

MR. DUPUY: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Luttrgli;
seconded by Mr., Dupuy. All in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

(ﬁo response) |
_So ordered; |
MR. BATEMAN: Mr. Berry, one other thing,

We would also recommend a special scaup season for

§®°9 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new corleans



g

82

southeast Louisiana, the same as we have had for
the last éouple of years, and thét would bé from'
January 15 through January 30.

THE CHAIRMAN: That is from ianua;y 15
to Januéry 30 for the special écaup season,

MR. BATEMAN: That 1is correct.

MR. LUTTRELL: So move.

MR. JONES: Second. _

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr, Luttrell;
seconded by Mr. Dupuy. All in favor say éye.i

| IN UNISON: Aye. | L
.THE.CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

(No response)

So ordered. The scaup season, January 15

to Janﬁary 30, 15 days.

MR. BATEMAN: Mr. Berry, in the change
from the duck season dates that I had originally
recommended, I had the special scaup season open-
ing the day after the duck season closed oﬁ the
14th. The 1l4th is a Saturday, and what'I would
like to do is recommend that the sfécial scaup

season open on the l4th rather than the 15th of

January and run through the 29th instead of the

[0
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30th. Please excuse that error in my recommendatio

MR. LUTTREﬂL: I move to amend as above;

MR. DUPUY: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: AMoved by Mf. Luttrell to
amend the scaup season as stated, seconded by Mr,
Dupuy. All in favor say aye.. -

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

(No reéponse)

So ordered. The new scaup season is
1-14 to 1-29., Mr. Schafer, I missed you a ﬁinute
ago, so we will hear you now.

MR. HARRY SCﬁAFEB: Mr. Chairmaﬁ agd
Board Members, as you know, for the past two yeats
we have issued an experimeﬁtal ﬁermit to Raffiel&
Fishéries of Florida to harvest mullet in Louisi-
ana, which is an underutilized species heré in
Louisiana. He is back again and we would like to
gee him be issued this third permit so we can havé
the information in order to go to the 1egis1ature
to get some laws governing the management of the
mullet industry, |

He has sent us information. Last year

n .
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his pefmit_was issued too late for him to really
get In some fishing bdt he only fished one day,
and in that one day he reports that he éauéht
36,000 pounds of mullet and 5,000 pounds of that
were sdld in Louisiana and the fest was taken to
Florida. “

The year before thét he did get in most
of the season and he harvested 175,000 pounds of
mullet., He is after the roe and the fileté. 58
percent were female, 42 percent were'm§1e mu11et,
and the roe produced about 12 percent per 100
pounds of roe. He sends this .roe to France and to
Japan.,. | ’

He is working with some of our local
fishermen.in order to try and dévelop this fishefy
here, and I would recommend that the same permit
be issued to him as was issued last year. We have.
some restrictions in the permit., I will read it if
you care to have me, but it is the same one as
last year. | | ’ ,

THE CHAIRMAN: Genélemen, you have heard
the recommendation. Do I have a motion?

MR. LAPEYRE: So move.

g@f{i .
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MR. LUTTRELL: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved'by Mr. Lapeyre,
seconded by Mr. Luttrell, All in favor say aye.
IN UNISCON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
| (No response).' h
So ordered. Thank you,vHérry.
MR. SCHAFER: Thank you, Mr. éhairman}
| (The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, mullet is an undér-
utilized species in Louisiana waters; ahd
WHEREAS, the Department is in
the process of gathering information in
order to develop a mullet fisheries,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that a permit to experimentally fish |
be issued to Raffields Fisheries, Inc.,
to use a 500-yard combination pufse'
seine and lapar net Qifh 1-3/4~1inch
stretched mesh in the Mississippi

River Gulf Outlet Channel and in’
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Breton Sound, with the following condi-

tions: |

(1) Only muilet can be taken and the
whole fish must be taken; no
dressing or pr§cessing on the

| fishing groupds. |

(2) Any other épecies of sport or
vcommercial fish taken must be
returned to the water alive.
Those that are kilied in the
operation are to be dressed and
donated to a charitable organi-
zation, .

(3) The mullet h;rvested are to be
brought into a Loﬁisidna port
and trapsferred to truck for
transportation back to Florida.

(4) A weekly written report is to be
furnished this office of your
complete catch, A final report
on the results of.this experi-

mental project is to be furnished

with two (2) weeks after completion.

g@ﬁ@ s
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(5)

(6)

(7)
(8)

(9)
(10)

ago.

Your nets are to be marked with

... orange_floats. o

The boat must have diétinguishing

marks so that it can be identified

_ from the air. Tﬁe sign shall have

the word "MULLET",

Notify this office when you first
start fishing.

Fishing cannot be done in closed
areas.

Proper license required.

This permit is valid until Janu-
ary 31, 1978.

THE CHAIRMAN: We will move along to

Item No. 10. Mr., Yancey. Excuse me, Dick, for

bringing Harry in; I just overlooked him a minute

MR, YANCEY: Right, This item pertains

to the Wildlife Management Areas that the Commis-
sion has been operating on the Kisatchie National

Forest lands in Louisiana.

We had an inter-agency meeting with the

Forest Service people in Baton Rouge last Thursday
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and we were advised at that time that the four

Wildlife yggggggggﬁ.ﬁreas that the Coqgission_has

been operating for some 27 years have been ter-
minated. Back at the June meeting the Commission
set regulations on these four Wildlife Management
Areas and I think it would be appropriate at this
time that we rescind those speclal hunting regula-
tions that have been set for Red Dirt, Catahoula
and Caney. The Fortholk Wildlife Management Area
1s operated on Army lands as well as Forest Ser-
vice lands, so we will continue to ope;ate the
Fort Polk Wiidlife Management Area, so 1t would
not be'necessary that you take any action on—then
regulations pfeviously established for Fort Polk:
To give you a little Backgrouﬁd on the“
program on these National Forest lands, we have a
map over here on the wall. The green and red areas
show the Kisatchie National Forest lands in -
Louisiana and the reé areas show the location of
the four Wildlife Management Areas that the Com-
mission has been managing on National Forest lands

in the state. These four areas comprise about

145,000 acres. The National Forest comprises about

[TeT8)
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600,000 acres.
- .. —-.._Now_the._yellow _area. shown down in west .. _|.
central Louilsiana on Fort Polk is owned by the

U. S. Army and we will, as far as we know, continue
to operate that as a Wildlife Management Area, but
the Forest Service supervisor at our meeting last
Thursday advised us that he was going to establish
federal regulations on both Red Dirt and Catahoula
and that the state regulations would no longer
apply? so we feel it would be appropriate that we
rescind the regulations previously established on
those areas. At this point we don't know exactly
what those federal regulations are going to se.

We have heard that whoever hunts those lands is
going to have to obtain a federél permit from the
Forest Service office in Alexandria.

To give you a little background on the
management of these lands, Red Dirt was established
in 1948, Catahoula and Evangeline were established
in 1949, Fort Polk in 1960 and Caney and Middle
Fork in 1964, At the time those Game Management
Areas were established there was virtually no deer

or turkey on those lands. At this time we estimate

&
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about 4,300 deer on those lands and about 1,700

"wild turkey on the lands., The Commission restocked!
the lands. We have had intensive law enforcement
on these Management Areas in that full-time Com-
mission employees were established on those lands
on a year-round basis to provide intensive law
enforcement on the Management Area lands. Guns and
dogs were not allowed under state regulations out-
side of the regular hunting season and camping was
confined to designated areas to minimize enforce-
ment problems. A certain amount of habitat developf
ment was carried out by the Commission. There were
about 250 food plots established on Red Dirg'about
50 on Catahoula, about 100 on Caney and down on
Fort Polk I think we had about 73 miles of strips
for quail and quite a large number of openings and
food plots developed for wildlife. |

The boundaries have been marked and main-
tained, designating them as Wildlife Management
Areas., The harveét of wildlife have beeq rather
closely controlled through check-in and check-out
systems for controlling the take of deer, par-

ticularly either-sex deer, on these lands. As I
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have already mentioned, the lands were restocked
with deer and turkey. About $1,585,000 has been
expended by the Commission during the period that
these Game Management Areas have been Operaﬁed.

Now I mentioned the Evangeline Game Man-
agement Area which Qés established back in 1949
and it was finally dropped by the Department in
August of 1973, the reasons being that that land
was so severely overgrazed and that there had been
countless thousands of mass-producing hardwoods
deadéned and removed frbmvthe forest and there
just wasn't a raﬁge there for wildlife. There
was no browse for deer, no ground cover for'quail
and other ground-nesting birds,.to speak of, and.
consequently the range just wasn't capable of prb—
ducing the variety and abundance of wildlife and
the Game Management Area was dropped in August of
1973.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Yancey, why is the
U. S. Forest Service taking the action they are
taking? Can you give me an explanation for that?

MR. YANCEY: I don't have an explanatién

for it except that we have been in meetings with
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them in the field and their office and in our
office for the pastAthree or four years and we have
had some problems over the manag;ﬁent pf thé habi-
tat on those lands. We have consistently recom-
mended that things like clear-cutting of creek
bottom hardwoods be discontinued, that over-grazing
of the range be stopped becaﬁse of the depletion of
food and cover for wildlife, and that clumps of
mass-producing oaks be left in the uplands, that
burning programs be intensified and what—havé—you;
and those recommendations have for all practical
purposes been ignored.

Now that'habitat management has beén‘one
major problem, and the other problem which surfaced
last year had’to do with the control of guns and“
dogs on those lands outside of the hunting season,
Last year the Forest Service supervisor advised us
that guns and dogs in the future were going to be
controlled by federal regulatiéns rather than by
;egulatiOn of the Commission and the State. We
pointed out as diligently as we could that this

would result in an illegal kill of wildlife on

these lands and probably create an unenforceable

5 .
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condition and furthermore we weren't aware of any-
one who was pressing for this change. We had a |
meéting in January; we reached an impasse there.
This is the word that was given to us by theAForest
Service supervisor. Then in April he forwarded to
us some proposed renewal agfeements on the manage-
ment areas that had stipulations in them that
federal regulations would apply in the case of guns
and dogs, rather than state regulations, and it was
not clear to us at that point just what-these federgl
regulations would be. Then at last Thursday's meet+
ing, it was explained/in‘some detail jﬁst what
these regulations would be. |

We are dealing with problemé dealing wfﬁh
habitat on these lands and proteﬁtion and regula-
tions for the protection of wildlife. Now probably
the factor that is least understood 1is the factor
of how do you manage habitat fo; wildlife; I think
it would be extremely important that we have Ray
Palermo run through a series of slides rather
quickly so that each Commission member could visu-

ally see what we are talking about. 'Basically I

think the breakdown has been associated with

Q69
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disagreements over how the habitat should be man-
aged and disagreements over whether federal regulé-
tions or state fegulations would apply aé it
relates to guns and dogs.
- Now the Forest Servicé haé put out news
releases, stating that we have attempted to exer-
cise proprietory rights over these lands and they
have made other charges of that type, but those
are not central and real 1issues, Whét we are
interested in is wildlife getting the considera-
tion it is due in the management of those 1anas
under the multiple use concept Qf managing those
lands, which they are required to follow. We haye
not and we do not feel at this time that wildlife
has a true partnership in the management of thosé
lands. It looks to us like wildlifé is going to
have to make out as best it can after the needs of
pine timber production énd-grazing are satisfied,.
We have a ggntleman here from the Forest
Service present at this time. I don't know whetheq
he would comment on some of the;e things: But I

would recommend that if you have time I would cer-

tainly propose that we let Ray Palermo show some

HO
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of these slides very quickly so that you could
visually see where some of these problems lie in
the management of these lands.

THE CHAIRMAN: We are going to éail
about a one-minute recess., We ﬁave to change the
tépes.

(whereupon; at 1i:60 noon a

brief recess was taken.)

AFTER THE RECESS:

THE CHAIRMAN: The meeting will come
back.to order, please.

Do you want to project your siides nowé.

MR. YANCEY: Ray, before you start there7
let me -- this 1is Ray Palermo. He 1is our\foresﬁ
wildlife biologist, works in the Game Division;"
has been with the Commission for many, many years;
and he is speaking for several of our other biolo-
gists who are present in this room. He has worked
;n these Forest Service 1ands-fhaf we have been
talking about here for several minutes. I think
he has one of the best understandings of the

habitat needs of forest wildlife of anybody I know

of in Louisiana, so, Ray, if you will take it from
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MR. RAY PALERMO: Thank you; Richard.

I am going to talk a little abﬁut.abdut
these slides that I have taken throughout the
years; some of them very recent; up to three or
four weeks ago, which will show that. these condi-
tions that I am going to depict here still exist
on the National Forest of Louisiana. I am going
to talk a little bit about the grazing problems;
We have mainly three problems,. as Dick has empha-
sized. The grazing problem on National Forésf
land. We also have a clear-cutting problem in
creek bottom hardwoods on Forest Service ian&s,

We also have a TSI program, a timber stand improve-
ment program, which has been going on through th;
years, for the last 30 years, on National Forest
lands, which has served to the detriment of wild-
life habitat in the state.

This particular slide is one where cattle
numbers on Kisatcﬁie Nati&nal Forest wexre not man-
agéd; Rémember what I am saying, that they were
not managed here. Cattle were allowed to roam at

large here, in no controlled numbers whatsoever,

DISE
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before the Forest Service started controlling the

numbers of livestock on thebe lands, Here you see

a good deer browse habitat, you have ample cover
for quail and turkey and, of course, the hardwoods
have been TSI'ed out of this particular area here.
Remember, keep this slide in mind. When I change
over here, this is what the area looks like with
overgrazing, the same type area just across the
. fence., These dates are about five years ago.
DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Switch that picfure
back and forth four or five times.
MR, PALERMO:: This is now the Spring
Creek allotment here where cattle numbers aré
regulated now, and it is beginning to look like
these, where cattle numbers have been managed_fof
several years under;controlled conditions. Nouw
the deer browse is all gome here. You don't have
cover or food plants for quail, It is just a lot
of desert‘as far as we are concerned. One more
look at it. |
This is one of the aspects we have been
talking about, about over-grazing National Forest

lands. This is the result of over-grazing. You
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have a wax myrtle bush here that has a browse line.

All the leaves and stems are bitten off up to about

a five;foot height, as far as a cow can reach.
When cattle eat wax myrtle, they are starving to
death, and certainly it is not a deer food. Of
coﬁrse, they eat the more palatable foods first
and wax myrtle is one of the last ones for them
to eat, The cattlemen come in and feed the cattle
in the wintertime, a protein supplement, and the
cattle go out and get roughage in the form of
wildlife foods, deer.browse especlially. This 1is
not a deer browse plant but all the deer browse
plants have been eaten out,.

MR. ROBERT CRITTENDEN: What is the placef

MR. PALERMO: That was on the old Evan- |
geline Wildlife Management Area. I think that was
a '72 or '73 slide.

This particular slide was taken in June
of this year on the south of Fort Polk Wildl{ife
Management Area on Forest Service land. Here you
see a cow trail.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Not a deer trail?

MR. PALERMO: Not hardly! This is a cow

goog
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trall you are looking at, This is carpet grass in

the foreground, which is an indicator of over-

grazing. The natural blue stems and other forms
of plants which are native to this range are trans-
ferred into a carpet grass turf; The soil is com-
pacted and you have carpet grass growing here
which doesn't allow wildlife foods to come through.

This is a shot of grazing on the left
and this is a prdtected area on the right, This
is a Forest Service seed tree rengeration area on
the right where they have fenced to keep the cattle
out of the seed tree area to promote the growth of
pines, which is a perfectly legitimate way of doing
it, preferred way. You keep cattle out to get your
regeneration of your pines starﬁed. But you see
the effects of the overgrazing on your left, your
cow trail and so forth.

MR. CRITTENDEN: What is the date on
that one?

MR. PALERMO: This is fall, '76. October
or November of '76.

This also is the same thing. This 1is up

in Grant Parish in the Breezy Hill allotment. You
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have your expanses of grazing fencing. You have
tremendous numbers of miles of fencing, which is

..... - R . e e e ————— & e = = . = ——

certainly nog very cheap to do';ﬁgg;“d;;;:—;;§£e
$1,500, maybe $2,000 a mile of taxpayers' money
going Into subsidize a grazing program, benefiting
only maybe 200 people in the state. You have
cattle guards which cost $1,500, maybe $2,000, not
counting the labor for installation; at every
fence crossing a foqd you have to have a cattle
guard in these allotment systems. You have gates,
expensive gates, to keep your cattle within these
allotments, so~called allotments, This happens to
be a clear-cut in the rear, and this particdlar“
gate and all is to keep cattle out of this pine -
regeneration area.

MR. CRITTENDEN: What area is that?

MR. PALERMO: Breezy Hill, Grant Parish;
1976.

Another problem, as I mentioned, 1is
clear-cutting the creek bottom hardwoods in
Louisiana. This is up on Middle Fork Créek, in

the Caney district up in north Louisiana. This

was an immature stand of almost solid oak timber.
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This is the way 1t looks., There is a clear~cut in

the far background. You can see where it is light.

He will get to it a little later. You have a
beautiful stand of oak trees here where you had
80-acre clear-cuts right down the middle of the
creek bottom, This 1s a shagbark hickory tree.
They are getting pretty scarce in the state. A
very good produceerf acorns for squirrels and
turkeys and deer and so forth, not acorns but
hickory nuts for squirrels and turkeys and so‘forth
This is kind of a relic in the forest of Louilisiana,
the shagvark hickory.

You can see the clear—cut in the b&ckﬂa
ground. We are getting closer to it. You have «a
beautiful stand of timber which was cut down, cléar
cut on the left and the original stand is on your
right, This 1s about an 80-acre clear-cut. This
is what it looked like after the machines went
through it and chopped it up and so forth. At the
present time it is almost a solid stand of sweet
gum with a lot of pine mixed in with it. A rabbit
can hardly go through it. Ydu are looking between

two large oak trees on the uncut portion of the
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clear-cut. It is a hardwood regeneration area,

yet it is coming back to numerous undesirable hard-

woods, It is converting from an oak stand into a

sweet gum and pine stand,

This is a hardwood regeneration area on
the Red Dirt Wildlife Management Area. This is a
strip of about two miles right down the creek bot-
tom, We ran some tfansects through there. It is
a hardwood regeneration area. It is now converted
into a pine-sweet gum area. Where you had 65 per-
cent éf oaks, hickory and other hard mass-producing
trees, you know have 65 percent of pine and sweet
gum, In other words, it is just the reverse.now.
The pines are overtopping the oaks that are coming
in. They are becoming dominant trees in this paé-
ticular hardwood regeneration area. We have found
no evidence of deer penetfating this jungle. It
has a lot of deer browse in here but it is not
utilized, and there is no point in having it if it
is not utilized. This is certainly no turkey
habitat at all. There are a few rabbits in it and
that is about it, No squirrel habitat for 20 yearg

from now.
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Some of the same hardwood regeneration

area, You see your pines overtopping all your

other trees,

This is on the Catahoula Wildlife Man-
agement Area preserve now. This is some of the
management practices that have been carried out
through the years. This 1is 1976. On the high
road on the Catahoula Wildlife Management Area,
this is a seed tree cut, a method of reproducing
pine trees. You cut out everything but your
remaiuing six to eight desirable pine trees, and
of course they secd in the surrounding territory.
From a wildlife standpoint it is the same tﬁing.as
a clear-cut, You see the hardwood brush and so -
forth that has been chopped down. This is a very
large 'clear-cut here, and it certainly is no bene-
fit to squirrels at all. Turkeys won't ventureout
into this large opening. The quail will utilize
it some for the next two or three years, quite a
little. There is a good bit of deernﬂrowse in
here. They will utilize it for a year o; two but
after that it will be 15 or 20 years before it will

be productive again,
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Wildlife Management Area, the same year it was

This is a clear~cut on the old Evangeline

done. As you see, quite a bit of siltafion formed
in the foreground on this slide.

TSI. Here 1is another‘operation the
Forest Service has carried on for many years. They
have had a number of crews, I think 15 or 20 men
for the last 20 or 30 years, doing this across the
National Forest. This is injecting chemicals into
hardwood trees to kill them, to deaden them, and
to make room for pine trees to grow. Thils is essen-
tially a conversion. This is a conversion from a
hardwood forest into a pine‘forest. You ﬁavé these
mature hardwoods producing mass for turkeys espe=
.cially, for deer, for squirrels-and for other types
of wildlife, all sorts of wildlife utilize the
acorns, and these acorms nc longer appear. When
you inject these trees, this is what happens. Your]
hardwoods, of course, die. This was a soiid stand
of oak timber and‘your pines are planted or seeded
in and the end result is a pure pine forest, which
is just about a wildlife desert,

MR, CRITTENDEN: What is the Jlocation and
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date on those?

MR. PALERMO: This is the Evangeline

Wildlife Manag;meht Area. VWhen you go here, ghough
you won't see the snags. This is four or five years
old, The snags have all fallen down. The pine
timber is now maybe 25 feet tall., The untrained
eye will go into an area like this and say, '"Well,
1 see nothing wrong with this. It is just a nice
stand of pine.," O0f course, they don't realize what
was here before the pine. This 1s what was here
before, the solid hardwood timber. It is a conver-
sion.

MR, CRITTENDEN: Well, are you familiar
with the unit plan?

MR. YANCEY: Would you mind letting him
finish and then ask your questions, please.

MR, PALERMO: This is a counversion situ-
ation where you have had a TSI operation. All the
hardwoods are dead in here. Squirvrel habitat is
very limited here, very few squirrels in habitat
such as this. Deer, there is not much ggowing herel
This coupled with over-grazing is very serious.

You have no supplement, no mass production, and
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you have an over-grazing situation in the winter-

time, and this leads to real disaster when it comes

Q; wildlif; éopulationsi

That is about all I have. I didn't want
to take téo much time, I have a lot more slides
if anybody wants to sce them sometime. Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much.

Did you’have some questions, sir, you
wished to ask? Would you state your name, please;
and identify yourself, please, sir.

MR, ROBERT CRITTENDEN: Yes. I am Bob
Crittenden from the Klsatchle Forest.

THE CHAIRMAN: U. S, Forest Servicé?

MR. CRITTENDEN: U. S, Forest Service."
We didn't get to see the slide show at the last |
meeting and so I wanted tb take the word back to
everybody.

MR. YANCEY: Let me clear up one point
there, We wanted to show them but they said they
didn't want to see them,

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Not Bob, noé Bob
Crittenden,

MR. CRITTENDEN: I didn't get to see them|.

i
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DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Frank Ferrarelli said

he didn't want to see them.

MR. YANCEY: Frank said he didh't'QQnt
to see them,. . |

THE CHAIRMAN: But he works for Frank;
Bob does.

MR. CRITTENDEN: You had better believe
it! Anyway, Ray, I just wondered if you were
familiar with the unit plan that the Forest Ser-
vice had for that area and whether it was conform-
ing té what the Forest Service was inteqding to do
with that area after public input and so forth,

MR. PALERMO: I am not sure. I don't
think the unit plan was in effect when these con-
ditions were being carried out, which we vehemenfly
opposed, these practices that were taking place.

We have been talking about these practices for 20
years now. The unit plan wasn't in effect and I

am familiar with the unit planning system and cer-
tainly I think it doesn't glve equal consideration
to wildlife. It may say so on paper but.out on the
land it doesn't show it.

MR, CRITTENDEN: Thank you.
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DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Ray, what you are say-
ing iskthis intention of doing Fhings is one and
the performance of those intentions are something
else.,

MR. PALERMO: Yes, sir.

MR, YANCEY: I think this perhaps brings
us back to the original Questionvabout what to do -
with the regulations that we ha;e previously estab-
lished on these Wildlife Management Aréas. Siﬁce
the Management Areas no longer exist and have been
tefmiﬁated by the Forest Service, I would presume
that we should rescind the action taken at the
June meeting of the Comﬁission in the'establishmgnt
of special hunting regulations on those lands.

Now maybe Mr. Crittenden would want to Speak:&r-fhe
Forest Servicé'on this ﬁatter if he feels this is
a proper or improper action,

_MR. JONES:- I wonder if I might ask him
a question when he.comes up. Sémething is not
clear in my mind. |

MR. CRITTENDEN: Thank you for‘the oppor-

tunity., I have not been authorized to participate

in the meeting except for information listening and

—
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to extend to Burt from Frank his thanks for conduct
ing a very good meeting on a very sensitive fopic;
Your staff were well prepared and presented it well
and I think oveérall that some meaningful conclu-
sions came to it on both sides, and he wanted to
express his thanks for that and that he was sorry
he was unable to be here personally but'he had a
previous engagement.
THE CHAIRMAN: .We are sorry he is not

here; too, |

| MR.-JONES: Mr, Chairman, may‘I? I have
a éuestion: Of course, he says he didn’tvcome to
participate and maybe ﬁe‘can aﬁswef my quéstion by
getting on the telephone. I live in the south-
western part of the state and I~guess the closesé
part of this to me is Fort Polk,' Now I understand
that some time back you all sent some agréeﬁents
down to this department and apparently they still
have them to s;gn. Now if the department were
prepared today to sign the agréement that you sent
to them on Fort Polk, could you tell me ;hether
you all would go ahead and sign 1it, tbo, just 1like

you sent it to us.

'
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MR. CRITTENDEN: I am not authorized to
comment on that; sir.

MR. JONES: I wonder, since we are here
in New Orleans today>maybe prepared to sign it,
could we impose on you to call Frank and ask him.»

MR. CRITTENDEN: Certainly I will do that
for you.

FROM THE FLOOR: On the 24th Mr, Ferrar-
elli said that they could not sign any one; they
were not willing to sign any one separate; that
all of them had to b; signed and they cquld not
sign Fort Po}k by itself.

MR. JONES: I just wanted to know if that
was still the position of the Forest Service, 'and
if you could, get him on the telephone. I wouldn
sure like to know that. You know, if we can work
it out and come to an agreement on one of themn,
boy,-let's do it. Ve caﬁ’exCIude that one. We
won't have a fuss about it.

MR. CRITTENDEN: I believe tﬁat éuestion
was asked at the August 24 meeting and tﬁe answer
was given by Mr. Ferrarelli to Burt, and maybe you

can address your question to~Mr. Angelle.
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MR. JONES: I just wanted to know 1f thg'
Forest Service's position was the same, before we
take some action involving all of them,

MR. CRITTENDEN: I have no word that it
is any different than the 24th meeting.

" THE CHAIRMAN: Mr.vJones, it would appear
to me that this is anotherxr situation where the
bureaucrats in.Washington feel they know more than
we know about the lands in Louisiana and how‘to
manage the lands. I think old President Madison
once said that if the farmers had to wait for the
bureagcrats in Washington to plant their fiélds;
we would all go hungry.‘ |

MR. DUPUY: Mr. Chairman, I don't know
whether it 1is timeiy at this moﬁent or not, but I
would like to express my personal feeling on the
matter before we call for a vote.

I believe our administrative and pérhaps
other remedies have not been eihausted and the uni-
lateral decision by Mr. Ferrarelll may not stand
as the ultimate decision of the Department of Agri-
culture or the U. S. Forestry Service and it is my

personal feeling that it is premature on our part
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at this time’to reséind our own regulations when we
may find that they may still be appliéable after a
final decision ig made. I am personally going to
vote against any kind of withdrawal of our regula-
tions at this point.

MR. LUTTRELL: Marc, are you putting that
before the Board? ‘ '

MR. DUfUY: No, sir, that is not a motion
I am just expressing personal feelings.

MR. LUTTRELL: Mr. Chairman, when the
discussion is over with, I have a motion,

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Secretary, would you
like to make a comment at this time? S

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: I have>no part;cular
comment, I think I overhead somebody‘from the aﬁdi
ence say they may have some commeht,Abefore going
into entertaining a motion at this time.

THE CHAIRMAN: Would you like to be heard,
sir? Would you come to the mike and state your
name and who you represent, please;

MR. PATRICK RANKIN: I am Patrick Rankin
and I represent the Delta Chapter of the Sierra

Club and its conservation chairperson Charles

Q
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Freiling., I have a very short statement.

The Delta Chapter is greatly encouraged
by your recent press release, stating that you had
a serious difference with the U, S. Forest Sérvice_
regarding management practices that are severely
detrimenfal to wildlife habitat on the Kisatchie
National Forest in Louisiana. A strong public
stand by your department serves to édd credence
to the élaims by the Sierra Club and other drgan—
izations that the Kisatchie has persisted in poor
resource management despite a considerable effort
to get tgem on the right course.

| We urge'you~£o remain firm in your reso-
lution to seek better management of these pubiiciy
owned forests; We further urge‘that you transmit
your views to the Louisiana members of the United
States Congress,

If there are any questions regarding this
positibn -- . |

THE CHAIRMAN: ' Does anyone haQq any dues-
tions? (No response) Thahk you very much; Mr,
Rankin. B |

MR. RANKIN: Thank you,

DOOO
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THE CHAIRMAN: Anyone else?

MR. WiLLIAM FONTENOT: Wiliiam Fontenot
with the Louisiana‘W11dlife Federation. We have
strongly supported the Wild Life and Fisheries
" Commission and the Department of Wild Life and
Fisheries land acduisition and management programs.
Our members and the general public have enjoyed
opportunities to hunt and fish on the Wildlife
Management Areas. | | |

We are very disappointed to sée that some
sort of agreehent could not be worked out between
the Department and the\U. S, Forest Service. We
'understaﬁd the problem and agree with Mr. Raﬂkihﬂ
from the Sierra Club. ‘We would like to redueét
that a full report of the Debarﬁment's views of
what has happened be transmitted to ithe Congres-
sional .delegation, because I know that they.afe
interested in what is going on and I have a feel-
ing that this situation may have to be resolved in
Washington because it is involving disagreement ovet
things which are set by the rules(and regulations
of the U, S. Forest Service, What may have to

happen is that there may have to be some modifica-
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tion of those rules and regulations or a change in
them if we are going to have some sort of wildlifé
management areas on the National Forest Service
lands in Louisiana.

We are certainly'concérned that hunting
opportunities are going to be decreased if the game
management areas cannot be maintained on those
Forest Service lands. 1In our opinion, the manage-
ment of wildlife on these Forest Service lands
benefits not only the sportsmen and the hunter but
.the géneral public. It benefits a lot of species
that are not game species and we would certainly
like to see the program continued and we ﬁouid like
to support you in whatever action you are going to
take. | ”

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Fontenot.
You can rest assured this Commission will contact
the entire Louisiana delegation and other delega-
tions from other states concerning this. This is
just Round One, and you are authorized to tell Mr.
Ferrarelli that, too, sir. ‘

Does anyone else wish to se heard? Dick,.

MR, YANCEY: Just one more point.. The

\
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action would be taken related to the Caney, the
Red Dirg and the Catahoula Game Management Areas.
The Fort Polk Wildlife Management Area will con-
tinue to exist. It will only be half as large as
it has been, But it will continue to exist on the
"Army land, so the action taken in changing the
regulations will relate to Caney, Red Dirt and
vCafahouIa. |

.Now if this action is takén,'then the
Caney district, of course, will be open to hunting
énd it will be hunted under the regulations that 
were previously established by the Commission at
the June meeting that apply to.that general'parg
of the state. Now the regulations on Catahoula -
and Red Dirt are going to Se federal regulétions"
and we don't understand exactly what that is going
to be at that point, but they will establish those
in the Forest Service office in Alexandria.  That
is what they told us they were gbing to do.

THE CHAIRMAN: 'It will be 1like the U, S,
Postal Service. I am sure ybu will love’thét new
regulation,

MR. YANCEY: But rather than have the
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in£ensive on-the-ground enforcement that we have
had in the past on these management areas; the
enforcement of the general hunting regulations up
there will be carried out by the Commission's
regularly assigned law enforcement agents that work
in each pérish. We have about three or four agents
ih each parish and they work parish~widq; and then
they would continue to enforce these general hunt-
ing regulations on these lands,

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, would you please come
forward? State your name and who you represent;
please.'

MR. LEONARD KNAPP: I am Leonard Kﬁappn
with the Southwest Louisiana Bird Hunters Associa-
tion., I was asked by the Board of Directors to |
come up specifically; We had hoped that Mr;
Ferrarelli would be here today to discuss this
prgblem. We have been concerned about it and have
already expressed our concern.to the Louisiana
delegation and we will continue to express our con-
cern about the loss of these yildlife management

areas. We think that it is a vital concern that

our wildlife are managed properly on Kisatchie
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National Forest.

We would just like to express, first of

all, our appreciation to you all for continuing fo
press this matter and we would second the Louisi-
ana Wildlife Federation and the Sierra Club in
this case to join with them in recommending that a
full report be given the Louisiana delegation, -to
explain exactly what your position is on this, as
we as sportsmen are exprgssing our concern,

We even spent some time, some of our
membefs went up and individually examined some of
these areas, and it is very pathetic at some places
as far as the wildlife management aspects. We are
going to pursue it ourselves and would ask your
cooperation perhaps to understand exactly what tﬁe
problem is so that our group would have the under-
standing and background to understand exactly what
the problem is and the difficulties as far as the
positions of the different parties, the Forest Ser-
vice and the Commission itself.

We have difficulty understandigg exactly
what regulations will be affected and how the

change on the Wildlife Management Areas will be
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effected, and we would like to have that cleared

up as quickly as possible. We have got a hunting

season coming up. Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much, sir.
I am sure 1In three or four yearg now it will be
cleared up! (Laughter)

Mr. Yancey, do you want to give us a
formal recommendation?

MR. YANCEY: The recommendation would be
that the action taken at the June meeting of the
Commission in setting hunting regulations, special
hunting regulations, on Caney, Red Dirt and Cata-
houla Wildlife Management Areas be rescinded; . That
is the recommendation,

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentleﬁen, you have heard
the recommendation. Do I have a motion?

MR, LUTTRELL: Yes, I would liké to move.
that we accept Mr. Yancey's recommendation; and
then, Mr., Chairman, after that vote I have another
motion. | .

THE CHAIRMAN: Do I have a second?

MR. LAPEYRE: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Lapeyre.

G5O,

4 . .o
@523‘ HELEN R, DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in siew orleans




120

All in favor, say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye,

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
MR. DUPUY: No.

THE CHAIRMAN: Let the record reflect

that Mr. Dupuy voted no. The motion carries.

(The full text of the
fesolution is here made
a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, hunting regulations
for the Caney, Red Dirt and Catahoula
Wildlife Management Areas were éstab—
lished by the Commission at its regulaf
meeting held in June, 1977, which were
to apply during the forthcéming season, and
WHEREAS, the U. S. Forest
Service has terminated these wildlife .
management areas and stated that they
no longer exiét on Kisatchie National
Forest lands in the state,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the hunting regulations adopted in

June for the Caney, Red Dirt and

13
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Catahoula Wildlife Management Areas

are hereby rescinded, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
the hunting regulations applicable to
the regilons of the state where these
lands are located shall apply.

MR. YANCEY: The reason for this is two-
fold. One 1s the Wildlife Management Areas were
terminated by the Forest Service, and number two,
we were told by the Forest Service supervisor that
the state regulations would no longer apply, so
that is it.

THE CHAIRMAN: You mean they can set
their own hunting regulations, Dick? They can go
beyond our bag limits in the state and whatever?'

MR. YANCEY: I have no idea what he pians
to do. He merely said that he planned to set the
hunting regulations on both Red Dirt and Catahoula.
These two areas were set up by Presidential proclam-
ation in 1941, signed by Franklin D. Roosevelt; an#
proclaimed Red Dirt and Catahoula as National Wild-
life Preserves with special consideration indicated

in those proclamations that wildlife would receive
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priorlty consideration, which it has not received,

~din_our_opinion. . .

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, in your opinion, Mr.
Yancey, do &ou think it is legal for them to set
seasons and bag limits beyond what we set here?

MR. YANCEY: I would say no; I don't thin)
they can go beyond what the Commission establisheé.
They possibly have the authority to further restric
in view of the fact that it was declared a National
Wildlife Preserve but at this point we don't know
what they are going to do. We have not been
advised of that point and we will just have to
cross that bridge when we get to 1t.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Secretary, I would |
like to direct you as Chairman ﬁhat any time they
promulgate any laws on those management areas
which violate the state game laws that I be noti-
flied and that you bring our attorneys into it and
we will go from there. We will try them on the
courthouse steps with that one,

Go ahead, Mr. Yancey.

MR. YANCEY: All right, Item No. 2 on

the same subjecct pertains to 2 Memorandum of
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Undefstanding under which these four Wildlife Man-
agement Afeas have been operated, the last one
being signed on December 19, 1?75 by Mr. Ferrarelli
and December 16 by Mr, Angelle. The proposal on
the part of the staff is that in view of the can;
cellation and termination of the Wildlife Manage;
ment Areag that this memo of understanding no
longer applies and should be.terminated_at a time
acceptable to both parties, or at least at a time
deemgd necessary by the Director here; bécause we
have bersonnel, we have housing facilities on those
Game Manégement Areas, we have other faéilities
that are going to have to be mOVed..

At a later date, if there is any indica-
tion that some meaningful working relationship can
be deve10ped.that would adequately provide for the
needs of wildlife, then perhaps some future agree-
ment could be reached. We don't think this closes
the door on any fupure arrangement, but the present
memo of understanding in our opinion is now obso-
lete, so the suggestion_here is that you'give‘bon-
sideration to ferminating the‘existing Memorandum

of Understanding under which the four Wildlife
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Management Areés have been operated,.

MR. JONES: So move.

MR. LUTTRELL: I second it.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Jones and
seconded by Mr. Luttrell., All in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye. ‘

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

MR. DUPUY: No. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Let the record reflect
that Mr. Dupuy voted no. Carried.

* (The full text of the

resolution is here made

a part of the record.)

WHEREAS, a Memorandum of
Understanding between the U. S. Forest
Service and the Louisiana Wild Life and
Fisheries Commission was.executed in
December 1975 pertaining to the manage-
ment.of Kisatchie National Forest lands
in the state; ana

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wild
Life and Fisheries.Commission has for a

number of years been operating wildlife
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’management areas on 145,000 acres of
Kisatchie National Forest lands includ-
ing Caney, Red Dirt, Catahoula and Fort
Polk Wildlife Management Areas, and
WHEREAS, in late July and
garly August of this year the U. S.
Forest Service without prior notifica-

\ tion to this Commission removed the
Wildlife Management Area signs from ‘ -
the perimeter of these four gaﬁe manage-
ﬁent areas which date back to 1948;_and‘

WHEREAS, Mr. Frank Ferrarelli;
U. S. Forest Service Supervisor in
Louisiana declared at a meeting held
on August 24, 1977, in the Baton Rouge
.office of the Commission that,these‘
wildlife m#nagement areas are terminated;
that'they no longer existed, and that
the regulatiops adopted by the Commis-
sion af its June 1977 public meeting
in New Orleans were no longer in eféect
and further that he would not continue

with one or more of the wildlife management

T502)

&
83

3O

(ugries
a0

HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete conveation service in new orleans

l



126

areas even if\éhe State agreed to sign,
without amendment or change, the pro-
posed renewal documents that he had
forwarded to Wildlife and Fish%ries
in April of 1977, A
| NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Commission does heréby authof—
ize and direct Mr. J. Burton Angelle;
Sécretary of the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, to.cancel the Memoranﬂum
of Understandiﬁg executed in December
1975 between the Commission and the
Uu. S. Foreét Service; and
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED that copies of this resolu-
tion be forwarded to the U. S, Forest
Service and to each member of the
Louisiana Congressional delegation.
MR. LUTTRELL: Mr. Chai;man; since dove
season opens on the third and since we are this
close to it today on the 30th; I would 1like to

move that the Board declare the two motions that

we have voted on an emergency so that there would
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be no misunderstanding about inserting this in our
state register for a ‘period of 30 days.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the motion.
Do I have a secoﬁd?

MR. JONEé: Seéond.

THE CHAIRMAN: _Seconded by Mr. Jones.

All in favor say aye. | B

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

(No response. |

Unanimous.. So ordered.

MR, YANCEY: The third and last item I
have on the agenda rel#tes to the Teﬁsas~¢oc;dfie
pumping plant project that is planned for Conéoraia
Parish by the Corps of Engineefé. This project;
of course, 1s getting under way now. Mitigation
provisions have been made in the project to provide
for the acquisition of lands against the damages
that will be caused by the préject.

The final plan for mitigation involves
land acquisition to a dollar value of.about

$3,519,000. It also involves the construction of

water control structures on the Red River Wildlife
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Management Area in Concordia Parish and the con-
struction of boat—iaunching ramps in Concordia
Parish., The Mississippi River Commissioﬁ hés for-
warded a report to the ﬁ. S. Corps of Engineers
Chief of Engineers, which bropoées this type of
-mitigation against wildlife damages caused by the
project, ‘

Basically, what they are proposing is
that the Department or Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission enter into an agreement with them where-
by the project woﬁld be developed in accordance
with the approved mitigation plan, which I just
briefly sketched, and that the Department woﬁld-
then cost-share in the land acquisition effort.tb
the extent of .02 percent of the acquiSition gosé,
which in this case would be only $7,000 of Depart-
ment money as compared to $3,512,000 of federal
money. _

Seunﬂly, that the Department would 6per~
ate -and maintain fhe completed mitigation work,
Now in this instance we would be managing the

acquired lands no doubt as a wildlife management

area which would be open to public hunting and
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fishing and this sort of thing, and further that

we would pay the cost of operating and maintaining
the water control structures and the boat-launching
ramps on the game management area.

Now the cost of ins;ailing those water
control structures and boat-launching ramps would
be borne at federal-cost, there would be no state
expense in connection with that,

Thirdly, we would have to agree withfthe
pro#isions of the Uniform Relocation Assistance
Act of 1970. This generglly means -- in fact, it
specifically means ~-- that if we would acéuire a

tract of land that someone happened to be liQiﬁg.,
on that welwould have to pay the cost Qf'reloCatb
ing those people. Now this 1is not something *
greatly different from what we have had in the use
of Bureau of Outdoor Recreation funds in the past;
because we had to agree to that under the aCAuisi;
tions that were made through the use of Bureau of
Outdoor Recreation funds on past land acéuisitions.

The foufth condition would be that we
would have to comply with the requirements of

Section 221 of P, L., 91:611., This provides

]
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generally that they can't go forward with funding
of a project of this nature unless each non—federél
interest has entered into a writteh agreement with
the Secretary of Army to furnish the required co-
operation for the project.: Now>in the case of the
mitigatidn, we would be the non-federal interest.
In the case'of the project, the pumping plant
project, the Levee Board up there would be the
non-federal interest, and'of course they are véry
deep;y involved in this project and have been for
a number of years.

Further, that the Deparfmenf would then
hold the United States free of any damageé from-any
acquisition, development and maintenance of these
lands.

Now, those are basically thé terms and
conditions under which you would perhaps consider
authorizing the Director to enter info this agree-
ment, and they have forwarded to us a proposed4
draft letter for Mr. Angelle to sign through Col-
onel . Moellering, in Vicksburg, which would state

that we would agree and comply with the terms and

conditions that are set forth in the letter.

é\;
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Peter Duffy, our attorney, has looked at
these documents I have here and 1f he has any fur;
ther comment or word to offer on this, I.woﬁld
like -- is he still here? Pete, have I covered it
or do yoﬁ have something you wo&ld like to add?

MR. PETER DUFFY: You have covered
everything.

MR. YANCEY: You think that covers it
pretty well? O. K, We are not completely comfort-
able with this procedure. Hoﬁever, it is probably
the best that can be developed at this time, and so
we would suggest that you authorize Mr. Angelle to
sign this letter to the Corps, providing of éogrse
that we also get clearance from the state clearing
house in Baton Rouge that we have to run all joiﬁt
state-federal proposals back before they can
legally be forwarded on to the parties concerned;
which in this case would be the Corps of Engineers.

MR.. GILBERT: Dick, from what you have
said,.the Commission will be put in a position of
securing and acquiring these mitigation lands,

| Has it ever been in the past that the Commission

has secured land against the wishes of the land-
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owner?

MR. YANCEY: The Commission has carried.
out an extensive land acquisition program since
1960 and has always acquired lands only from will-
ing sellers. ' |

MR. GILBERT: So you would see no reason
that we would acquire lands that the landowner did
not want to give up? ‘ '

MR. YANCEY: I see no poésibilit& of that
at all. T would like further to add that when the
Commission acquires this land, the Commission will
have title to the land. The title wiil not be
vested in the Corps or any other federal ageﬁcy,n
with us then developing problems like we talked
.about a while ago. | |

~ Now, there are some mitigation lands
being acquired by the Corps of Engineers at this
time in connection with the Reé.River Backwater
Prbject and there are still some questions about
who 1s going to wind up with title to that land
and complete management authority, but in this par-
ticular instance there would be no question about

it. The land would be acquired by the Department,

214
E&@ HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
D60



133

by tﬁe state, and then the state would have title
to the land.

The one string that is attached to this
1s that the_lands are going to have to be acquirgd
up in that part of Lhe state, in some of that back-
water region.

MR. GILBERT: That is the reason I was
asking you to be certain that we would not £é tak-
ing any land agéinst.the wishes 6f the people,
because the lands that you mentioned a while ago
that fhe Corps is taking,‘they are actually taking -
that and the landowners are fighting tooth and toe-
nail to hold their land but the Corps of Engineexs
is taking this land for mitigation reasons.

MR. YANCEY: That's right.

“~  MR. GILBERT: So I don't want the Com-

mission, or I feel that we shouldn't get into tak-

ing a man's land if he doesn't want to sell

voluntarily,

MR. YANCEY: I see no possibility of that

at all,
THE CHAIRMAN: The Chair concdrs in that.

MR. DUPUY: Mr. Chairman, if it is
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appropriate at the moment, then I would offer a
motion that the Secretary and/or.the Chairman of
the Commission be authorized after having secured
approval of the Office of Facility Control to exe-
cute an agreement with the United States so aé to
caré& out the purposes of the pumping plant agree-
ment and to acquire by purchase from willing
sellers the lands with the money that it will fug?
nish to us. |

THE CHAIRMAN: We have é motion., Do we
have a second?

MR. LUTTRELL: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: 1Is there any further dis-
cussion? (No response) All in favor say aye.
IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

(No response) |
AS; ordered.
Dick, do you have the letter to be signed
and sent baék? Give itvto me, I will sign it now.

MR. YANCEY: Well, it is a draét letter;
it has to be retyped. -

THE CHAIRMAN: I thought they had sent
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you a copy of it.
MR. YANCEY: Do you want to see a copy?.
THE CHAIRMAN: Please. | |
(The full text of the
,resolufion is here made
a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, a mitigation report
for the U. S. Corps of Engineers Tensas
Cocodrie Pumping Plant project in Con-
cordia Pérish has been fin#lized by'the‘
Mississippi River Commission which 1is
to be forwarded to the Chief of Engineers
in Washington, and '
WHEREAS, the details of this
report are outlined in a pﬁblication
}repéred 5y the Vicksburg District of
the U. S. Corps of Engineers dated
June 1977, and ' - .
WHEREAS, the mitigatiqn plan
to compensaté for damages to wildlife
habitat by project construction calls
for land acquisition in the amount of

$3,519,000, the construction of water
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control structures and boat launéhing
ramps on the Red River Wildlife Manage-
ment Area with the land to be acquiréd
at an agreed-upon location in eastern
“central and northeast Louisiana, and
. | WHEREAS, mitigation plans
call for'the Department of Wildlife
and fisheries to cost-share in the
lgnd acquisition in the amount of
$7,000 and to assume operation and
haintenance responsibilities of thé~
land title to which will be vested in
the state along with maintenance
responéibility for the water control
structures and boat launching ramps
\along with compliance with P, L,
91-646 as detailed in correspondence
as follow, |
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED

that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fish-
eries does hereby authorize J,. Bﬁrtbn

Angelle, Secretary of the Department

of Wildlife and Fisheries to forward

A
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a lettgr of assurance to the District
Engineer, U. S. Corps of Engineers in
Vicksburg that the Department will écf
as the non-federal cooperator in con-
nection with the mitigatioﬁ plan only
for the Tensas Cocodrie Pumping Plant
Project.
| (Copies of corres-
bondence referred to
above are appended
hereto and made a .
part hereof.)
THE CHAIRMAN: Ken Smith, I believe you
are up next, |
(Commiséion Member Hafvey Clay
Luttrell here assumed the Chair
tempdrarilyf)
'MR. KENNETH SMITH: Mr. Chairman, this
item concerns lease rgneﬁal for a period of ten
years for a 625—aére tract of land in Union Parish
on which a lake has been located. This is Finch

Bayou Lake, It is a small lake but it furnishes

quite a bit of recreation for the people in Union

009
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and Ouachita Parishes

This is a £

and game regulations,

good project, I would

of tﬁis property.

the recommendation.
MR, JONES:

MR. DUPUY:

. IN UNISON:

So ordered.

a tract owned by

proposed renewal, This will be for the third year
period and it involves no cost to the Commission.
The only obligation is that we enforce the fish
anyhow, 1In view of the fact that this has been a

renewed. Pennzoil Producing Company is the owner

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, you have heard

THE CHAIRMAN: Those in favor say aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, like sign.

(No response)

WHEREAS, the lease on Finch Bayou

Lake located in Unidn.Parish, occupying

pany, is expiring, and

ree lease. This is the second

which we would normally do,

recommend that the lease be

So move.

Second.,
Aye.

Thank "you.

Pennzoil Producing Com-
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ﬁHEREAS, this 625~acre lake
has furnished considerable fishing
opportunity to residents of Union and
Ouachiéa Parishes for thé past 20 .
years, and |
| | WHEREAS, there is no cosf
involved to the Department of Wild-
life and Fisheries in the renewal
except the normal obligation to
enfbrce fish and game laws, |
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fish-
erles Commission hereby authorizes the
Secretary to enter into a renewal
agreement on Finéh Bayou Lake for .
; period of ten years beginning
September 1, 1977 and expiring
August 31, 1987.
THE CHAIRMAN: 0. K., Joe; you have got
two minutes! o
MR. JOE HERRING: You are goiné to limit
me to two minutes? ,O.AK., first is a resolution

just pertaining to National Hunting and Fishing

@633
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Day, which will be September 24, 1977, Each year
we do récognize the sportsmen through a resolutioﬁ
of this type, as many of the wildlife clubs throughi|-
out the state have this as a special day. They put
on special events‘for the huntefs and fishermen in
these areas. It is a time to recognize the beOple
who are possibly the fathers of conservation, Takg
the sportsmen themselves, they demanded that the
states have some type of fish and game departments
and in the last fifty years these people have spent
over 52.5 billion for conservation. Through their
efforts, the sportsmen of the United States as
well as our state, we now have a lot more deér,
turkeys and other game species here than we had
'fifty years ago, through their hunting efforts.
This also benefits a lot of the non~game species
that we do have in our state. - |

" These same spgrtsmen then have put on
themselves an excise tax on hunting and fishing
equipment, this to be spent on wildlife back in
the states and oﬁ habitat and research. ‘

I would like to recommend to the Com-

mission at this time that we do recognize this as

oot ' .
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National anting and Fishing Day and the Governor
has signed a proclamation pertaining to this,
THE CHAIRMAN: You have heardvthé recom-
mepdation{
MR. DUPUY: 1I so movei
MR. JONES: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Those in favor, say aye.
IN UNISON: Aye. | ' |
THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed by like sign.
(No reSponsé)- |
Motion carfied.
(The full text of the
resolution is hefe'mgde
a part of the record}) "
 WHEREAS, because of the out- |
standing contributions that America's
hunters and fishermen have made to
conservation, recreation and the
economy, they are deserving of special
recognition,.and
WHEREAS, since the turn of
the century, hunters and anglers have

been the leaders in nearly all major
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conservation programs. These sportsmen-.
conservationists are responsible for

the founding of state fish and game
departments in all fifty states. They
asked that tﬁey, themselveé, be required
to Buy licenses and that the money col-
lected be used to support state conser-—
vation agencies. 1In the last fifty
years alone, these sportsmen have pro-
vided $2.5 billion for conservation
purposes, and ‘

WHEREAS, hunters and fishermen
asked for the est#blishment of regulé~ |
tion seasons and bag liﬁits so that
sportsmen could harvest thé annual
crop of game and fish without damage
to the basic breeding population. The
result has been that there are now more
deer, elk, antelope and wild turkey in
the United States than there were f%fty
years ago. Further,'sportsmen's programs

have benefited numerous species of non-

game fish and wildlife through habitat
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development, and
WHEREAS, hunters and fishermen,
uni§ue in all America, asked that their
fishing and hunting equipment be taxed
and that the‘money be used\for land-
acquisition, research and habitat man-
agement for fish and wildlife for the
enjoyment of all Americans; and |
WHEREAS, through their publi-
pations and organizationé, sﬁch a§ the
National Wildlife Dederation, Ducks
Unlimited, Izaak Walton League of
VAmerica and many others, hunters and
fishermen have led the nation in the
battle.for-a better envirohmen;.and
p the wise use of our natural resources,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fish-
eries bommission hereby proclaims
September 24, 1977 as Louisiana Hunting
and Fishing Day and that this da§ be

an annual observance the fourth Saturday

of each September. The Commission urges-

5 .
%Eg% HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in nes orleans
O EN .

}



144

all citizens to take part in National

Huntiﬁg and Fishing Day activities on

September 24; 1977, to learn moré

about conservation and outdoor skills,

MR. HERRING: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
The next item we have on the agenda, Mr. George
Perry, who is representing the Ashland Pipeline Com-
pany, called and requested permission to relocaFel
their crude oil pipeline across the Red River Wild-
life Management Area. The present pipeline will
be téken in by the U. S. Corpé of Enginegrs levee
relocatioﬁ. |
At the‘last Commission meeting Amoco L

Pipeline and Concordia Electric were given per- -
mis§ion to relocate their‘right¥of—ways and at
this time really Ashlénd should have made their
request but they were late getting it in. It'did
come in after the last Commission meeting, and so
what it VOuld be, as we granted at the last Com-
mission meeting for these other two companieé to
relocate their pipelines under rules that we have
set up years back, and since Ashland will have to

relocate theirs, they will relocate it and use the
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same right-of—way; all thfee companies will be
within the same right-of?way now. Since the Corpé
is relocating that 1evee; there 1is not much other
choice but to go ahead and.grant them permission
to relocate theirs with the othér two companies
there. They apologized for not getting_it in with
the others. \
My recommendation would be to grant it,
MR. GILBERT: ‘So move.,
MR. JONES: Second,
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by M;. Gilbert,
seconded by Mr, Jones. Do we have any opposition?
(No response) " '
Hearing no opposition, so ordered.
(The full text of the
- - resolution is here made
a part of the record,)
WHEREAS, Mr. George Perry, '
representative of Ashland Pipeline
Company, requested permission to
relocate theilr crude oil pipeline

across the Red River Wildlife Man-

agement Area, and
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| WHEREAS, the present pipeline
.will be taken in by the U. S. Corps of
Engineers ievee relocation, and | |
WHEREAS, at the‘last Commission
meeting Amoco Pipeline Coméany and Con-
cordia Electric were given permission
to relocate their rights-of-way, and
WHEREAS, the Ashland Pipeline
Company will be located on the same
right-of-way as Amoco and Concorida,
all three companies running their lines.
side b} side,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that due to the relocation of the levee
. by the U, S. Corps_of Engiﬁeerg and
- that Ashland Pipeline Company has a
previous permit‘from the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission,
that this request to relocate their
pipeline be éranted.
MR. HERRING: Thaﬁk you., Our next item,
we have had quite a few inquiries aboué the use

of Hovercraft or you might call them air-cushion
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vehicles on our Wildlifé Management areas. We do
have a regulation that says that air boats will
not be used on our Wildlife Management Areés for
transportation or hunting purﬁoses, but these
Hovercrafts are air-cushion vehﬁcles and it seems
like they are fixing to become very popular. They
have started making smaller craft now, two-man
crafts, that can go across the marshes. There are
not many obstacles as long as it is fairly flat
for these vehicles. What it is; it is more or
less é boat that has a rubber skirt around thé
edge of it., They do have an engine in there with
a fan that fills Qp under this boat within Ehg
perimeter of the rubber skirt and this 1lifts the-
boat up off the ground off the water, rocks or =
antever it may be, and they can skim, oh; 35 or
40 miles an hour, according to what size and type
of vehicle, across practically any type of terrain;'
We feel that this would be a big detri-
ment to the hunters trying to use some of the
marshlands and some of our other Wildlif; Manage-

ment Areas. Use of these vehicles would be very

disruptive to a lot of small game as well as large
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game and waterfowl on our Wildlife Management Areas|.
Since we do have an air-boat regqlation;
"we did discuss this with our attorney, Péte¥ Duffy,
and he thbught it would be better to go ahead and
get it cleared through Commissibn action here that
we would prohibit the use of the air-cushion
vehicles on Wildlife Management Areas;
I would recommend to fhe Commission that
we take this action..
MR. JONES: I so move;
MR. DUPUY: Second,
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. JoneS‘and 
seconded by Mr. Dﬁpuy. Those in favor sa& a&e,.
IN UNISON: Aye. |
THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no. -
(No response)
Motion carried.
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, we have had some B
inquiries on the use of Hovercraft

vehicles on wildlife management areas

5 -
Egg% HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
PiST )



149

for hunting and transportation pur-
posgs; and

WHEREAS,‘we originally thought
that the HOVercraft‘wduld possibly be
covered under the’airboét regulations
but in discussion with Commission
Attorney Peter Duffy, he advised that
the Commission prohibit the use of
Hovercraft or air-cushioned vehicles
specifically, and

WHEREAS, the use of air-
cushioned type vehicles 6n wildlife
managemént areas éan certainly be a |
detriment to the hunters and fisher-
men in trying to use the pﬁblic‘aréas,
and

WHEREAS, this type of
vehicle which can travel across
practically any type of Eerfain and
which movement would be very dis-
ruptive to small and iarge game and
waterfowl, g ' ‘-

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED

-
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that the usé of Hovercraft or air-

cushioned vehicles not be permitted

for public use on wildlife management

areas as this would be in the best

interest of the majority of the out-

door public using these areas.

MR. HERRING: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
The next item we have pertains to our newly-
acquired Boeuf Wildlife Management Area, which is
in Caldwell Parish., It is apprOpriaté.at this
time for us to establish a hunting season on this
area for 1977-78. This was purchased after we
eétabliéhed the season on the other wildlifé man-
agement areaé. |
Our personnel are preéently marking thé

boundaries on these areas and it will be complefed
prior -to the hunting season. Our recommendations
for there would be: Deer, November 25-29; Decem-
ber l17-January 1; bucks onl& with season permit.
Squirrel and Rabbit, October l-November ?0 and
December 3-16, still hunting only. Waterfowl,
same as outside except hunfing only until 2:00 p.m,

Woodcock, same as outside except closed during the

aS¢
gégg‘ HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention scrvice in new orleans
DO



151

deer gun hunt, Turkey; March 25-April 9, gobblers
only. Quail; Nermber 24-February 28 except closed
during deer gun hunt, {

We would also recommend that all perman-
ent blinds be removed five days prior to the
reguiar duck season, There are some on there and
we have had much correspondence with these people
and we would recommend that these be removed from
the area.

Also; a tire limitation of 34 inches or
more in height prohibited on the area.

THE CHAIRMAN: Joe, I believe that there
was some diecussion on‘this and it was decided it
was just possible there wouldn't be enough water.
In case there wasn't enough water, those blinds ﬂ
could remain there but couldn't be used. Am I
correct?

MR. HERRING: Yes, sir. There are some
floating blinds that are too large possibly for
pe0p1e to get out unless there would be enough
water, and everyone would be notified but should

this be the case, then these people would not be

permitted to use these but get them out just as
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duick as we could with the water available there
to float them out.

(Chairman Berry here resumed

ﬁhe Chair.)

THE CHAIRMAN:~ Gentlémen, you have heard
the recommendation., Do we have a motion?

MR. DUPUY: I will so move.

MR. LUTTRELL: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by ﬁr. Dupuz;
seconded by Mr. Luttrell, All in favor say aye.
| IN UNISON: Aye.: |

- THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No responsé) |
So ordered;
DIRECTOR ANGELLE: How about decoys?
MR. HERRING: Right. ©No decoys to Se
left overnight in any of our-wilalife management
areas. You put them out each day, you pick them
up each day, so this'same regulation will be the
same as otﬁer wildlife management areas,.Mr.’
Secretary. ,
(The full text of the

resolution 1is here made
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a part of the record.)

WHEREAs; with the purchase of
the new Boeuf Wildlife Managément Area
in Caldwell Parish; it 1is appropriate
at this time fof hunting seasons to be
gstablished for 1977-78, and

WHEREAS, our personnel are on
the area marking boundaries which will
be completed by_thé upcoming hunting
season, and

WHEREAS, the seasons need to
be in compliénce with other hunting‘
seasons in the sfate on Wildlife Man-
ageﬁent Areés;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that thé following rules and'régula-
tions apply to the Boeuf Wildlife
Management Area:

Deer: November 25-29;
December 17—Januaiy 1.
Bucks only - season per&it.
Squirrel and Rabbit: October 1-

November 20 and December 3-16,

Still hunting only.

2932
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Waterfowl: Same as outside EXCEPT
. hunting only until 2:b0 p.m,
Woodcock: ~Same as outside EXCEPT
closed during deer gun huné.
Turkey: Marcﬁ'ZS—April 9, Gobblers only.
Quail: November 24-February 28 EXCEPT
closed during deer gun hunt;
and‘
‘FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that
‘recreational vehicles having ti?es
34 inches or more in height are pro-
hibifed. Motorized vehicles restricted
.to established roads and vehicle trailg,,
and |
ﬁE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all

blinds, both stationary and floéting;
which exist on the area be removed five
days prior to the regular duck season,
Should the water be low and the floating
blinds cou1d>not be removed from the
area, no one is to use these blinds or
permanent type séructures left on the

area. Should individuals not remove

B
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their blinds when conditions permit;
Commission personnel will remove and
destro} such blinds.

MR. HERRING: That is all, Mr, Chairmén.
Thank you. ~

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Gilbert.

MR. GILBERT: Mr. Chairman, I have a
proposed change that I would like to offer the
Commission on the eastern zone duck hunting. It
has been explained to me a little bit better than
before ten o'clock that what I had originally
recommended would not give the most hunting with
the best hunting seasoﬁ, would not give the'hunters
the best opportunity to kill the ﬁost ducks.

S;, for that reason I am going to sug—n
gest to you.that we change the eastern zone only;
take one week off the first split, which would
result in closiﬁg on December 4 rather than -
December 11; add that week to the end of the
second splif, e#tending the time to 3anuary 14,
The net result would be the eastern zone would be

November 19 to December 4, commencing again on

December 17, terminating on'January,lé. There 1is

Ced '
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a wide cry from people that have éontacted not
only the biologists but other members of the Com-'-
mission that they need the latest seasoﬂ pdssible,
so this chaﬁge, if the Commission adopts it, would
give one additional week in Janﬁaryf That is what
I would fecommeﬁd to the Commission.

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, before I can
accept that recommendation and motion, I need a
motion and a second to rescind the previous motion
setting the dates in the east,.

| MR. GILBERT: I will so move.

MR. LUTTRELL: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Gilbert,
seconded by Mr., Luttrell, All in favor séy ave.-

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

(No response) |

So ordered. |

Now I will ;eceive a motion on the east
for November 19—Décember 4 and December 17-January
14, 1Is that yoﬁr motion? ’

MR, GILBERT: ﬁight.

MR. DUPUY: Second.

ARt
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THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Dupuy.
A1l in favor?
IN.UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No response)
It is unanimous. So ordered.
(The full text of the
resolution is here made °
a part of the record.)
. WHEREAS, migratory waterfowl
hunting regulations for the 1977-78
seasons have been provided to the
Louisiana Wildlifé and Fisheries Com-
mission by the U. S, Fish and Wildlife
Service, and |
. WHEREAS, 45 days of hunting
of ducks and coots will be allqwed'in
the eastern zone of the state and 50
days in the western zone'along with
70 days of goose hunting for the state
as a whole, and o
WHEREAS, an option between the

point system and the conventional bag

85O
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limit has also been offered along with
a special scaup season in a number of
saltwater bays in Southeast Louisiéna;
now |
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that théAfdllowing hunting season dates
are established for the taking of ducks,
coots and geese during the 1977-78
seasons, and
 THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED:
Ducks-Coots - Eastern Zone, November 19-
December 4; ﬁecember‘17~Januaryv14.
Ducks-Coots - Westérn Zone, November 5-
December 4; December’i?-January 5(
Special scaup season - January 14-29,
Certain saltwater bays in Southeast
~Louisiana.
Geese - Eastern Zone, November 19-
Januaryv27.
Geese - Western Zon;, ﬁovember 5-

! ‘ December 4, December 17-January 25,

\

and
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THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED that the point system is
hereby selected for the control of
bag and possession limits for the
hunting of ducks in accordance with
the point values by species as.
allocated by the U. S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, and

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED that the Q;g limits on coots
énd all species of geese ‘'as established.
by the U, S, Fish and Wildlife Service .
are ﬁereby adopted, and

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED that all other federal regu-
fations pertaining to the hunting;
methods of taking, shooting hours
shall apply. Closed zones for the
hunting of certain speciés of'ducks
and steel shot requifements in cer-
tain areas in Louisiana all as estag—

lished by the U, S. Fish and Wildlife

Service federal regulations are also

Q0 '
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hereby adopted.,
THE CHAIRMAN: Is there any other busi-

‘ness to come before the Commission today? 1 hope
not. Yes, sir, go ahead, Mr. Jones.

| MR. JONES: I am going to talk about an
old problem., A lot of our state refuges, primar-
ily in south Louisiana, are affected by oil, gas
and mineral leases that have been in existence for
a number of yeéré and we receive a tremendous
amount of revenue from these refuges that we com-
mit fo our wildlife programs thfoughout the'éfate.

We have a proBlem that exists tdday

that involves the price the state is receiving for
its share of the gas. As I understand it, and
Allan can correct me, for example, on Rockefeller
some of the gas is being sold for a price within
the range of 30 cents to 40 cents, whereas the
market price in that area is in excess of $1.50
per thousand. When you translate tbat with the
quantities that are being sold, there is a lot of
money that is going somewhere that is no£ coming
to us that we are not being paid the market wvalue.

The 0ld leases under which these opera-

CHCO
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tions are undertaken provide that we will receive
the market value of the gas. We have met with thé
Mineral Board Committee in the past. We have
written letters and no action has been taken.

I would like to move thét the Secretary
be authofized, empowered and .directed to take
whatever action is necessaronn the part of the
Commission involving all of our lands that we have
control over to take whatever action is necessary
to ‘see that we receive the market value of our
gas, including the filing of lawsuits.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard Mr. Jones'
mption.. | | . |

MR. DUPUY: I second 1it,.

THE CHAIRMAN: We have a second by Mr.
Dupuf. All in fgvor say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

(No response) |

So ordered;>. |

The dates for the-September meeting will
be September 26 and 27; unless some of the members

have a conflict with that.

SGDE
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Is there any other business to come
before the Commission today?
MR. JONES: I move we adjourn,

THE CHAIRMAN: We are adjourned.

....Thereupon, at 1:20 o'clock
p.m. on Tuesday, August 30, 1977,
the regular monthly meeting of
the Board of the Commis;ibn was

adjourned....

Kathryn G. Chamberlin, .
Reporter. .

o0
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C ERTIPFICATE

I, the undersigned reporter, DO HEREBY
CERTIFY that the above and foregoing ( 162pages
of typewritten matter) is a true and correct

'transcription of the tape recording and of the

stenographicznotes of the proceedings herein,

before noted
New Oxleans, Louisiana, this 23rd day of

september, 1977, . o -

transcribed by me, at the time and place herein~

K/WZKZW'

N\Kathryn G. Chamberlin,
Reporter.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
VICKSBURG DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS

. O, BOX 0O

YICKBBURG. MISSISSIPPI 39160

REPLY TO

ATTENTION OF: LMKPD-E . 24 AUgUSt 1977

Mr. J. Burton Angelle, Secretary

Louisiana Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries

400 Royal Street

KRew Orleans, Louislana 70130

Dear Mr. Angelle:

Reference is made to the 19 August 1977 telephone conversation between
Mr. Richard Yantey of your office and Mr. Robert Flanagan of my staff
concerning local assurances for the Tensas-Cocodrie Pumping Plant
Mitigation Report.

As discussed with Mr. Yancey, the Mississippi River Commission in its
report on the mitigation project..required .that .certain .assurances be
provided by local interests prior to implementation of the recommended
mitigation plan. Local interest requirements are 1isted as follows:

a. Develop the project in. accordance with the approved mltlgatlon plan.

b, Share in the cost of mitigation in the same proportion as other
project costs; this share is currently estimated at $7,000.

c. Operate and maintain the completed mitigation works.
d. Comply with the requirements of Section 221, PL 91-611.

e. Comply with the provisions of the Uniform Relocations Assistance
and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (PL 91-646).

f. Hold and save the United States free from damages due to the
acquisition, development, and maintenance of mitigation lands acquired
pursuant to this plan, excluding damages due to the fault or negligence
of the United States or its contractors.

AUG 2 4 1977

AS3Y. DIRECTOR
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE &
FISHEILES CORMMISSION




LMKPD-E ' 24 August 1977
Mr. J. Durton Angelle .

While formal assurances will not be required prior to authorization of

the project, we do need a letter of intent from your Department stating
_that-you agree to assume the responsibility for meeting the requircments
of Jocal cooperation and will furnish formal assurances at the appropriate
time.

A suggested draft of the letter of intent is inclosed for your consideration
and possible use. Also inclosed for your information is a copy of the final
mitigation report as submitted by the Vicksburg District and a copy of the
Mississippi River Commission report. Please feel free to contact us if you.
need any additional information.

Sincerely yours,

. T
3 Incl . LD D. MORGAN
As stated LTC, Corps of Engineers
(Acting) District Engineer '
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Coloncl John H. Hoellering

District Enginecr, Vicksburg District
Corps of Engilneers

P. 0. Box 60

Vicksburg, Mississippi 39180

Re: LMKPD-E
Fish and Wildlife Mitigation
Report, Tensas—-Cocodrie Pumping
Plant, Red River Backwater Area,
Tensas Basin, Louisiana

Dear Colonel Moellering:

By this letter of" 1977, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries acting through its Secretary, J. Burton Angelle, hereby agrees
to assume responsibility for furnishing the following requirements of local
cooperation for the proposed Mitigation Project, Tensas-Cocodrie Pumping
Plant, Red River Backwater Area, Tensas Basin, Louisiana:

a. Develop the project in accordance with the approved mitigation plan,

b. Share in the cost of mitigation in the same proportion as other

project costs; this share is currently est%mated at $7,000.

¢. Operate and ‘maintain the completed-mitigation works.. B
"d. Comply with the requirements of Section 221, PL 91-611..

e, Comply with the provisions of the Uniform Relocations Assistance
and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 18970 (PL 91—646)

f. Hold and save the United States free from damages due to the
acquisition, development, and maintenance of mitigation lands acquxred
pursuant to this plan, excluding damages due to the fault or negligence
of the United States or its contractors.

The Department has fully considered the impact of the above listed provisions
on its participation, and is prepared to sign the formal agreement at the
proper time. -

Sincefely,

J. BURTON ANGELLE
Secretary



