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. . . Pursuant to notice, the regular
monthly meeting of Louisiané Wild Life and Fish-
eries Commission convened 6n-Tuesday, September 27,
1977, at 10:00 o'clock a.m. in Room 102, Wild Life
and Fisheries Building, 400 Royal Street, New
Orleans, Louisiana, Doyle G. Berry; Chairman,
preéiaing.

’PRESENT WERE:
 DOYLE €. BERRY, Chairman
DONALD F. WILLE, Vice Chairman
MARC DUPUY, JR., Member
' J. C. GILBERT; Member
" 'JERRY JONES, Member |

HARVEY CLAY LUTTRELL, Member

vJ. BURTON ANGELLE, Secretary.

—eme mm ® o — -

DR, LYLE ST. AMANT

1. Discussion of menhaden regulations. (6)
2, ‘T. L. James and Company, Inc., requests (10)

permit to remove river sand from Mis-
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4.

5.

6.

sissippi River at Mile 150.5. AHP.

T. L. James and Company, Inc. reqdests

1977, to remove sand, gravel, or fill
materials from the Mississippi River
between Mile 116 AHP and 117 AHP Oppo-
site Levee Stations 5896 to 6008 in the
Pontchartrain Levee District, St.
Charles Parish, Louisiana.

T. L. James and Company, Inc. requests

‘renewal of permit expiring September 30,

1977 to remove sand, gravel or fill
material from the Mississippi River
between Mile 102 AHP to Mile 103.5 AHP.

T. L. James and Company, Inc. requests

renewal of permit expiring September 28,

1977, to remove £fill sand from the

Mississippi River between Mile 86.8 and

Mile 87.35 near Meraux, St. Bermnard
Parish, Louisiana.

A, Giambellugi Construction Company Eeduests
renewal of permit to remove £fill

material from the Mississippi River

renewal of permit expiring Septembef 30,

(12)

(13)

(14)

(16)
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Mile 124.65 AHP at Hahnville, St.
Charles Parish, Louisiana. | |
7. Kitchen & Ostarly, Inc. requests renewél of {(17)
'permit to remove fill material from the
Mississippi River at Mile 105.3‘AHf,
\ Jefferson Parish, Louisiana, from
September 30, 1977. |

MR. HARRY SCHAFER

8. Setting oyster season in Calcasieu Lake. (18)

MR, ALLAN ENSMINGER

9. Promulgation of rules for sport taking of (26)
' shrimp and oysteré,from Rockefeller

Wildlife Refuge and other refuges and
‘wildlife management areas of the Fur

and Refuge Division,

"MR. RICHARD YANCEY

10. Deer season on Pearl River Wildlife Manage- (47)

Al

ment Area.

MR. JOE HERRING -

11: Ratify verbal right of entry construcﬁion (49)
of Alligator Bayou Revetment on the
Red River, Conéordia Parish,

“l127 Pérmitting ‘systemfor: faleonry, v~ o is {(5T)

598
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140

Permitting system fof stock dogs on Boeuf
Wildlife Management Area.

Louisiana Gas Intrastate Corpdration; right-
of-way; Russell Sage Wildlife Manageﬁent

Area.

OTHER BUSINESS

15.

Set date of October meeting.

NOTE:" The-following items not on the printed

agenda were also considered:

Report on alligator season, Mr, Ensminger

Proposed addition of bobcat and otter to
endéngered épecies list, |

Dispute re oyster and oil rights.

Reaffirmation of actién‘taken at last meeting
re Kisatchie National Forest.

Further Aiscussiqn of Kisatchie National
Forest and also hunting regulations
thereon. | | |

Dates for meeting and public hearing ré

seasons and bag limits, 1978,

Introduction of new staff members.

Authorization for Commission members to -

"“adttend meeting of 'SE Commissioners.

(54)
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(98)

(107
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CHAIRMAN DOYLE G. BERRY: Good morning,
ladiés and gentlemen. The éeeting will now come
to order, please. We are élad to have you with
us. We have a short agenda; we should be ableAto
move through it pretty quick and get out of here
a little early today.

Dr. St. Amant.

DR. LYLE ST. AMANT: Yes, sir, Mr.
Chairman. We have several items; I think most of

them will go fairly rapidly. The first item is

"a discussion of menhaden regulations, and/for the

benefit of the Commission and the public, I might
pﬁint out that Louisiana is a member of the Gulf
étates Marine fisheries Coﬁmission which in turn
is now a member of the state-federal board. This
council or board has been involved in preparing a
menhaden plan and we also serve as chairman of the
menhaden -subcommittee of the Gulf States Marine
Fisheries Coﬁmission.

‘There has been an attempt here.to get
the industry involved in studying the industry and
also to develop the regulations which will affect

the industry and protect the resource. Several

[]+]
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years ago the industry came to the staEg and recom-
mended that a season be placed on the menhaden
fishing that started in April and ended in October.
At that tiﬁ;,they recommended that the season ter-
minate on the second Tuesday in Octqber.

Since that time and in the process of
working out the menhaden plan, it was determined
that they had some physical problems and economic
problems associated with énding the fishing on a
Tuesday and they proposed to éxtend the season two
days or three days until Friday. This was examined
by the state-federal board ahd by the implementa-
tion committee. It was unanimously approved by
all the members of the industry and the states
involved.

What I am doing here today is asking
this Commission to pass an executive order that
will extend or change the menhaden season in
Louisiana by a matter of three days. If it‘is
accepted by thé Commission, I have a resolution
but I will only read the latter part of it.

(Dr. St.,Amant‘here read portion

of resolution, the full text of

sIo o]
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which is hereinafter made a
part of the record.)
THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the:recom—
.mendation; Do I have a motion and a second?
MR. LUTTRELL: I so move.
MR. DUPUY: Second,
THE CHAIRMAN: We have,a.moFion and a
second. All in favor say aye.
IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No response)
So ordered. |
(The full text of
thé resolution follows;)
WHEREAS, the»Menhaden |
Advisory Council of Louisiana, which
serves as a vehicle for coordinating
industry~-wide projects, has requested
"that consideration be given to a
limited season on the taking of
menhaden from-the waters of the State
of Louisiana, as well as the processing

of menhaden, and ,

S0
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'"WHEREAS, the Gulf-wide State-

' Federal Board, upon the request and

action of the Menhaden Advisofy and
Implementation Committees, has unan-
imously recommended that the ménhaden
se;son be adjusted from a present
closing date 6f the second Tueéday
in chober to the following Friday, and
WHEREAS, by having a uniform
opening and closing ddte, it will elim-
inate unnecessary early planﬁ startups,
it will increase the chances of the |

industry maintaining a healthy and con-.

.tinuing source of fish, and

‘WHEREAS, an examination of
several preceding yea;s' catéh records
indicates that the best quality fish
will be available, and

WHEREAS, there is total agree-

‘ment among the menhaden operators that

the starting date should be the third

Monday in April and the closing date

“shall be changed to the Friday inmédfately

5086
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fdllﬁwing the second Tuesday in Oépober;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED.that
the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commiésion directs, by Executive Order;
that there shall be a limited season>§n
thé taking of menhaden from the waters
of the State of Louisiana, as well as
the processing of menhaden, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
the starting date for the taking of
menhaden from the waters of the State
of Louisiana, as well as the ﬁrocessing
of menhaden, shall be the third Monday
in April and the closing date shall be
the Friday immediétely following the
second Tuesday in Octobef.

DR. ST. AMANT: We now ha;e some renew-
als on varioui dredging permits, all of them in |
the Misgissippi River I think. |

We have several by T, L. James ana Com-
pany. The first one is in the Mississippi River,
Mile 150.5 AHP. This permit has been in effect.

They "have met the Fequirements of the Commission

5 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
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and I wouid recommend that it be renewed foern‘ew

year at five cents.

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, you have heard

»the recommendation, Do I hear a‘motiqn?
MR. LUTTRELL: So move. |
THE CHAIRMAN: We have a motion;‘do we
have a second?
MR. WILLE: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Wille.
All in favor say aye.
IN-UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
| (No response)
vSo ordered. -
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission does hereby grant permis-
sion to T. L., JAMES & COMPANY, INC,
to renew their permit to remove river

sand and stockpile it on the right

S

—
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. descending batture of the Mississippi
River at Mile 150.5 AHP and 152 AHP
for é‘périod of one year from Septem-
ber 27, 1977 to September 27, 1978 at
a :oyalty rate of five cents per cubic
yard.,

- DR. ST. AMANT: 1Item No, 3, T. L, James
reéuests renewal of a permit at Mile 116-117 AHP.
This permit has been in effect and has given us no
problem. They are meeting the requirements of the
Commission and I would recommgnd that it be
éxtended for one year.'

| THE CHAIRMAN: Do we have a motion?
MR. WILLE: So move. | |
MR. LUTTRELL: Second.‘
'THE CHAIRMAN: All in fa&or say aye.
IN UNISON: Aye. \
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No response)
So ordered.
(The full text of the
lkesqlutidn is here made

Ta péffusfmfhe:rééafa:) :

6563
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BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission does hereby grant per-
mission, to T, L. JAMES & COMPANY,
INC. for renewal of their permit
to remove sand, gravei, or fill
material from the Mississippi River
between Mile 116 and 117, opposite
Levee Stations 5896 to 6008 in the
Pontchartrain Levee District, St..:
Charles Parish, Louisiana, for a
period of one yeér from September 30,
1977 to September 30, 1978. |

DR, ST. AMANT: The fourth item is

T. L. James Company, Inc. request for renewal

of

a permit in the Mississippi River at Mile 103 AHP.

This permit has been in effect for several years

and has met the requirements. I recommend it

extended.

be

THE CHAIRMAN: ' Gentlemen, you have heard

the recommendation. Do I have a motion?
MR. JONES: I so move.

~MR. DUPUY: Second.

— T :
83% HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
(GRV1S '




14

THE CHAIRMAN: All in favor say aye.
IN UNiSON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No response)
So ordered.
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
. BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana wild Life and Fisheries
Commission does hereby grant permis-
sion to f. L. JAMES & EOMPANY, INC.
for renewal of their permit to remove
éand, gravel or fill materials from
the Mississippi River between Mile
102 AHP to Mile 103.5 AHP for a‘
period of one year from September'30;
1977 to Septembér 30, 1978.

DR. ST. AMANT: The fifth one is T. L.

to 87 in‘the Mississippi River. This permit has
been in effect and has me t the reduirements, and

1 would recommend it be extended.

James and Company, Inc., with a permit at Mile 86

éé@
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\.
THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-
mendation, gentlemen. |
MR. DUfUY: I &ove.
ﬁR. JONES: Second.
'THE CHAIRMAN: All in favor say‘éye.
IN UNISON: Aye.
-~ THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No responseg)
So ordered.
(The full text of the
- resolution is here made
~a part of %he record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission does hereby grant permis-
sion to T. L. JAMES & COMPANY, INC.
for reneﬁal of their permit expiring on
September 28, 1977 to September 28, 1978,
to remove sand fil} from the Mississippi
“River befweén Mile 86.8 an& Mile 87.35
near Meraux, St. Bernard Parish, Louisi-
ana, at a royalty rate of five cents

‘per cubile¢ ‘yard.

[=]
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DR. ST. AMANT:

satisfactorily.
- THE CHAIRMAN:

MR. JONES: So

MR. GILBERT:
. THE CHAIRMAN:
IN UNISON: Ay
THE CHAIRMAN:
~ (No

So ordered.

Construction Company requests renewal of a permit
at Mile 124 at Hahnville in St. Charles Parish,
Mississippi River. I would recommend this one be

renewed. It has been in effect and has operated

Number 6, thé.Giambelluci

Do we have a motion?
ﬁove.

Second.

All in favor say Aye.
e.

Any opposed?
response)

(The full text of the
resolution is here made

a part of the record,)

BE IT RESOLVED that the
Lohisiana Wild Life and Fisheries

"Commission does hereby grant per-

INC. to remove fill

""" "Mississippi River,

‘' mission to A, GIAMBELLUCI CONSTRUCTION,

material from the

right descending

Q00
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- ‘ bank, at approximately Mile 124,65 AHP,

at Hahnville, St. Charles Parish, Louisi-

"ana, for a period of one year from Sep-

tember 27, 1977 to September 27, 1978,

at a royalty rate of five cents per

cﬁbic yard,

IHE'CHAIRMAN: The final one is a renew-

al f;r Kifcheﬁ & Ostarly, Inc. for a permit‘to
| remove fill material from the Mississippi River
| : at Mile 105 in Jefferson Parish, Louisiana. This
| | permit has been in effect and they have satisfac-

\f' ~forily met the requirement of the Commission. I

would recommend that it be extended for a pefiod
! 6f one year at five cents. |
THE CHAIRMAN: May I have a motion,
please. , . - |
| MR. JONES: So move.
[ MR. LUTTRELL: Seéond.
- THE CHAIRMAN: All in favor say aye.
IN UNISON: Ayg. |
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
| (No response)

— So ordered.

]
I
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(The full text of the
fesolution is’hgre made
a part of the rééord.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisian; Wild Life and Fisheries
.Csmmission does hereby gfant per-
mission to KITCHEN & OSTARLY, INC..
to remove fill material from the
Mississippi River at Mile 105.3 AHP,
Jefferson Parish, Louisiana, renewing
theif permit exﬁiring on:SeptemBer 30,
1977 for a period of one year to
Seétember 30, 1978, at a royalty rate
~of five cents pef cubic yard.
THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Dr. St. Amant.
Mr. Schafer.

. MR. HARRY SCHAFER: Mr. Chairman, we
would like to recommend a season.fér Calcasieu
Lake for the harvesting of oysters under the
following rules -and regulations:

| That the oyster season in Calcasieu
Lake be\fiked to extend from Monday, November 14,

througthriday, March 31, and that the oyster

Q)
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Ship Channel, East Fork, West Fork and Oyster

-Lake shall be confiscated and phe violators sub-

fishing be limited only to the use of tongs and to
daylight hours; the open areas to be Calcasieu

Lake, with the exception of Calcasieu River and

Bayou, which will be closed because of pollution.
The three-inch culling law shall be observed and
the culls will be put back on the fishing grounds.
All oysters must be put into sacks before leaving |
the oyster fishing areas in Calcasieu Lake. Oyster

not in sacks leaving the fishing area in Calcasieu

ject to penalﬁies set forth in Title 56,(Se§tion

115. This was the section that you all asked .us to
research and I think this might cover it. I talked|
with Jinmie Gilleséie and he said they might be

able to enforce that. The taking of oysters for
commercial purposes shall be limited to 15 sacks
per day. The taking of oystérs for home consump-
tion shall be limited to three bushels or two sacks
per day, and all commercial fishing for oysters
shall be done with the proper licenses and sacks

of oysters are to be properly tagged before leav- .

ing the fishing vessel. The Secretary shall be

éﬂHELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
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~season 1f biologically sound.

"before we set the season. I would still recommend

" our area because of the reduction of the oyster

'

authorized and empowered to extend or close the

I think we have someone in the'audieﬁce
from Cameron who has réqﬁested that the limit for
commercial be up to 20 sacks. Oﬁr biologists were
in the area and they checked the oysters that are
available and éhére is about 156;000 sacks less

than it was last year when they went in and checked

that the 15 sacks be the‘liﬁit.

THE CHAIRMAN: Does the gentleman wish
to be heard? 1Is the gentleman from Cameron here
this morning?

MR. JOHN KONDRUP:. My hame is John Kon-
drup énd I am a commercial ofsterman. I have been
asked by a number of the fishermen in the Cameron
area to'requést the Commiésion consider the basi§
of an increase in the cost of living and the cost
of materials and the possibility of the reduced
number of oyster fishermen in this area.

However, Mr, Schafef informs me that he

feels that a greater number of men will come into

DA,
|
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20 but I would like to ask the Commission to con-

may lose some of our oyster fishermen.

supply in other sections of the state, In view of
this I won't really press the point, in understand-

ing that possibility, to increase the sack limit to

sider in perhaps the ﬁiddle‘of the oyster season,
if fhe conditions warrant, if conditions and quan-
tities show that it would be permissible to |
increase this per\aay take.to 20 sacks, it would
help the oystermen that are fishing now to more or
less remain in businessf Expenses as they are now

are increasing to the point where I am afraid we

Our motion would be if the Commission
does not consider an incréase in the take at this
time, would you.reconsider in the middle of the
period to increase the sack take to 20 per day.

THE CHAIRMAN? Thank you very much, Mr.
Kondrup. I.think Mr. Jones, who is in your dis-
trict, will make a motion and leave that discretion
up to the Secretary who I am sure would follow the
biologisté' recommendations on that.

Mf. Jones, would you like to make the

motion?

Qeo
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~extend or close the season,'

MR. JONES: I move we adopt the regula-
tions as presented by Mr, Schafer{ )

THE CHAIRMAN: Would you like to add a
proviso'on‘there 1f -~ |

MR. JONES: I think without putting it
in there that they are going to keep an eye on it
and if the conditions warrant fhey would recommend
thatiwe change the limits. _

MR. SCHAFER: I think when we say '"the
Secretary shall be authoriéed and empowered to
' we can also add
"increase'tﬁe limit."” _

THE CHAI RMAN: Mr. Jones, I take it you
want to include that in yoﬁr mofion.

MR. JONES: Yes, pu? that in there;

IHE CHAIRMAN: That the Director has the
power to change fhét, authorize it. |

Gentlemen, you-have heard the motion,
Do I hear a gecond?

MR. DUPUY: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: All in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye. | |

“THE CﬂAIRMAN: Any opposed?

QG0
DOEC B
(1)

2
D
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(No response)
. N
So ordered. Thank you, Mr. Schafer.
(The fullbtext of the
fesolution is here maee
~a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, the Commission
biologists and the Chief of the
Oystefs, Water Bottoms and Seafoods
Division have recommended the fishing
of tﬁe oysters in Calcasieu Lake with
the exception of the Calcasieu River
and Ship Cannel, East Fork, West Fork.
and Oyster Bayou, and
WHEREAS, the State Department '
of Health will examine the grewing
oysters of this aforementioned area and
approve the waters for fishing oysters
if the health standards are met,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT‘RESOLVED/
by the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
 Commission that the Calcasieu Lake
Oyster Season for 1977-78 be set in

accordance with the following rules

[cT:]
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and regulations:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

That the oyster season in Cal-

casieu Lake be fixed td extend

"from one-half hour before sun-

rise on Modday, November 14, 1977
through one-half hour after sunset

on Friday, March 31, 1978, with

\

the right being reserved to extend

said season or close it sooner if
biologically justifiable.

That oyster‘fishing be limited
only to the use of tongs and to
daylight hours,

The open areas shall be confined

‘to the area of Calcasieu Lake,

with the exception of Calcasieu
River and Ship Channel, East Fork,
Wést Fork and Oyster Ba&oﬁ which
shall be closed.

The three-inch c¢ulling law shall
be obsérved by all fishermen
fishing'the area and the culls

shall be returned to the fishing

g HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
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(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)
" - shall be done bnly with proper

~area reefs to provide for future

~harvesting.

All‘oysters\shall be put‘into sacks
before leaving the oyster fishing

area in Calcasieu Lake. Oysters

~not in sacks leaving the fishing

grea'in Calcasieu Lake shall be
c§nfiscated and violator subject
to penalty set forth in Title 56,
Section 115.

The taking of oysters for‘commer~
ci#l purposes shall be limited td
15 sacks per boat per day.

The taking of oyéters for home
consumption shall be limited to
three bushels (two sacks per boat
per day)w |

All commercialtfi#hing of-oystérs

licenses, and the sacks of oysters

shall be properly tagged before

leaving fishing vessel,

. “'BE-IT ‘FURTHER RESOLVED that the

3
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Secretary be and is hereby authorized .

and empowered to extend or close saidv

season and to increase the'liﬁit; if

biologically sound.

~ , _TﬁE CHATIRMAN: Mr. Ensminger, please.

' MR. ALLAN ENSMINGER: Mr. Chairman and
Gentlemen of the Commission, as you all are'aware,
we own a considerable acreage of coastal marshes
along our Louisiana coasts that are assigned to
the Fur and Refuge Division of the Department. We

- have roughly 300,000 acres of iand that produce
Qaterfowl food plants and in addition to these
fine, excellent wateffowl areas, the tracfs of
land also produce large quantities of marine orgahﬂ
isms, crawfish, crabs, shrimp, oysters.

For the last 15 or ZQ years the Depart-
ment's goal has been t§ increase the public use of
these areas fdr recreationalﬁpurposes. We feel
that we have done a good job of providing a mul-
tiple use of these areas . in addi;ion to providing
wintering grounds for waterfowl and a limited |
amount of hunting areas on some of the game mghage-

ment areas. We have also developed management

5@0‘1
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techniques on the areas that have been compatible
with production of shrimp on these areas.

This matter has become increasingly
important to recreational fishermen and at this
time we would iike to make a recommendation that
fegulations be set by which the public can harvest
a limited amount of these marine organisms from
these refuges and game ﬁaﬁagement areas.

THE CHAIRMAN: This is'no way affects
the deed . of donation, does it?

MR. ENSMINGER: The Rockefeller, Marsh
Island and State Refuge areas were received under
deeds of donation and in the deeds of donafions on
these areas they have specifically provided.that
the public was to be permitted to utilize the areas
for sport fishing and recreational use, sighﬁsee~
ing and photography, so these regulations §ou1d'be
in compliance with the deeds of donation under
which we received those areas, as well as thg
Pointe au Chien and Salvador areas, which we pur-
chased in 1968.

These régulations would direct themselveg

primarily to shrimp, oysters, crabs, crawfish, and

4
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“"shells returned to the beds so that the beds would

to rpd and reel fishing with rods and reels or
hand lines. On the shrimp we are recomﬁending that
the use of cast nets only be permitted on ali of
these areas. During thg closed inside shriﬁping
season, limit the fishermen té ten pounds of shrimp
per boat for bait purposes. This would eliminate_
any éonfusion as to whether the individuals were
harvesting shrimp for home consumption or for bait.
During‘the oben inside shrimping season, this limit
would be increased to 100 pounds per boat, in com-
patibility to the l6-foot trawl requirement that
the state statute calls for._

All of the shrimp wouid be harvested, as
I say, by the usevof cast nets oniy; On oysters
the only area that we have any noticeable amount
of oyster produétion is on Réckefeller Refuge in
some of the natural bayous that iead into the Gulf
of Mexico where salinity levels are sufficient to
produce oysters in these areas in limited amounts.
We would like to recommend thaﬁ the oyster fishing
be limited to one gallon of oysters per boat and

that the oysters be opened at the reef and the

P00,
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be perpetuated, and that no sacked oysters be
removed from the Refuge; that they would have to
be opened on the area. |

On fishing, as I mentioned --

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Would that cause a
problem? . ‘ | )

MR ENSMINGER: In the past it hasn't
caused a probleﬁ, Mr. Anéeile. In the\winter
months these reefs duting low tide are almost
exposed. They are very susceptible to overharvest-
ing. Without some kind of regulation the beds
could be totally harvested, and every oyster on.
them removed. As it exists now, the Commission
several years ago eleeted to close all oyster
fishing on the area. This has created a situation
where our enforcement people have to just continu-
ally monitor these beds in the winter months, and
I feel that by giving a limited amount of fishing
onkthere, it would relieve some of the problems
that have been created for our personnel and allow
the public to utilize some of these oysters that

are not being utilized at the present time.

Y TN, '.., . .,_v, £ I.. ~,,-e, '.A- ': . . -..,, . ..'.. -
e ‘, i ‘ oRl I I

Fishing on the areas should be restricted

&S Gl
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to rod and reels or hand lines. This would elim-
inate all types of webbing for the use of fishing
as well as setting trot lines and bank, bush hooks
and floating jugz type of fishing gear. The hé?—
vest of crabs wéuld be restricted to the use of
hand lines or crab nets. Crab pots or traps would
be pfohibited.and the crab lines and nets would
not be allowed to set overnight and remain over-
night.

Crawfishing on the areas is restricted
primarily to our Salvador and Rockefeller Refﬁges.
The Salvador'area has some fresh water maréhes
that produce créwfish in odd years. Rockefeller,
some' of the waterfowl impoundments produce large
quantities of crawfish, and we would like to
request that a limit Qf 100 pounds per boat or
fishing party be alloﬁed on the harvest of craw-
fish, | |

Now all of these areas are refuges or
game management areas, are clésed during night
time and we would like to request that this be
continued. All of the fish, shrimp, oysters,

-cfabé aﬁd cfawfish sh6u1d“be for‘recreétionéi'

33
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purposes only and no commercialization:of tﬁeSe
products would be permitted. . |

| - SECRETARY ANGELLE: How do you allbw a
man to catch his crawfishé, | o

MR, ENSMINGER: He can catch them in
either small traps that he attends all day or!with
1ift nets or on hand lines, |

SECRETARY ANGELLE: 1Is there a prohibi-
tion on commercial trapping?

MR. ENSMINGER: Yes, we would put that
on commercial use of any of theﬁ. But there are
several of these people, Mr. Angelle, who come in
there with eight or ten tyﬁical traps, they put
them out and then they fish hand lines and they
fish those traps, but they don't leave them over-
night. |
* SECRETARY ANGELLE: And that'is permis—
sible? ‘ |

MR. ENSMINGER: Yes, sir, we have.per-
mitted it.in years gone by, yeé. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen,'you haQe heard
Mr. Epsﬁinger's recommendation. Do I have a motion

‘and a -second?

Q68
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MR. JONES: So move.

MR. LUTTRELL: Second.

in favor say aye.
IN UﬁISON;' Aye,
THE CHAIRMAN: Any oppésed?
(No response) _

' So ordered. Thank you, Allan,.

\

!

WHEREAS, the Department of
Wildlife énd Fisheries owns large acre-
~age of wildlife refuges and'gaﬁe man-
agement areas along the Louisiana coast,
and | )

WHEREAS, these areas produce
annual crops of marine fishes and
organisms, and -

WHEREAS, sportfishing is per-
mitted on the areas for recreational
purposes, and

) . . . : .
-+ "WHEREAS, ‘a controlled harvest -

(The full text of the

a part of the record.)

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved and seconded. All

resolution 1is here made -

—— T
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of marine organisms such as shrimp,

oysters, crabs, crayfish and pin fish

are permitted, and : ' v

WHEREAS, this harvest can.be
permitted without jeopardizing the
resources or violating regulations by
wh;ch the State obtained titie to the
areas; ’

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries does hereby adopt the fol-
lowing regulations for the sport
taking of shrimp, oyste:s; fish, érabs
and crayfish on the Rockefeller wild-
life ﬁefuge, State Wildlife Refuge,
Marsh Island Wildlife Refuge, Pointe
au.Chien Wildlifé.Management Area and
Salvador Wildlife Managément Area:

1. Shrimp may be téken by the use of
cast nets only. During the inside
open shrimp season 100 pounds per

boat shall be permitted. Size

" ~count.to conform with. open season. - .

=T
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reduirements. During the inside
closed season ﬁen pounds perz.
boat may be taken for bait.

2. .Oysters may be taken from natural
reefs and opened aﬁ the site. ‘A
maximum of one gallon per boat is
permitted and all shell must be
thrown back onto the ;eef. Pos-
session of unshucked oysters is
not permitted.

3. Fish may be taken by rod and reel

.or hand lines for recreational
purpoées only.

4, Crabs may be taken through the use

| of hand lines or nets; however, none
of the lines are to remain set-qver;
fnight.

5. Crayfish may be harvested in
unrestricted portions of the
refuées and game managemént areas
and shall be limited to 100 pounds
per boat or group. Fishing gear

uéed‘toAcaféh“érawfiéh!éhailAnot”“

e
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remain set overnight, ¢
6. The harvest of all fish, shriﬁp,
oysters, crabs and cra&fish is fof
‘fecreational purposes only and any
_COmmercial use is pfohibited.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER
REéOLVED that this action is of an
emergency nature in order to harvest
the resources beforé'they migrate off
of the areas ;nd that the Director is
hereby authorized t§ sign all documents
pertaining to this matter,
SﬁCRETARY ANGELLE: While Allan is up,
Mr. Cha{rmah, do you want to st him to give you
a report on the alligators and what ié going on
over at Rockefeller? I think it would be a good.
.ideé. | " ‘
THE CHAIRMAN: Allan, do y?u want to
give us a report on the alligator season? "In St,.

Mary and Terrebonne Parish? (Laughtef)

stricted season in that portion of our state, as

| '€ar as 1 am aware! - I don't think Jimmie could-

MR. ENSMINGER: We have had a very re-= .

\
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substantiate this.

In the Cameron, Calcasieu and Vefmilion
portion of the state; however, we did issue about
5460 tags for the harvest of alligators. Our fech-
'nicians indicate that it looks like we are going'
to run about 90 percent of those tags that will be
filled out by the end of‘the month. At the present
time we ére.looking #t probably 4,800 to S,OOO’
'gator hides to be hafvested out of that portion
of our marsh,. |

As all of you are aware, Cameron, Cal-
casieu, the lower portions of Vermilion, evacuated
for two hurricanes and as a consequence of those
little equinox storms out in the Gulf of Mexico,
we had an extremely high water 1evei in the marshes
especially in the eastern end of the area that 1is
open around the fringetof Vermilion Bay. This
high water situation caused a pretty extensive fish
die-off in the Vermiiion marshaes, and éoﬁsequently
the alligators did not respond to the trapping or
fishing technique that the trappers usé down there

to catch them, So, it has been relatively slow in

| that portion.of theﬁgréa;wTiﬁéé:ﬁaﬂé.étéffédyf6f7 f
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feed well again on the baifed lines and we feel
that they will have a very good catch,

Now at the present time indications are
ﬁe will have probably.four buyers that will paftic-
ipate in the sale. The sale.will be a week from
today and certainly all of you Commission members
are explicitly invited to attend the sale at Rocke-
feller. I think it is quite an experience to see
the economic results of a season such as’our alli-

gator season. We are anticipating prices of up-

-wards of $20 a foot on these &ins and certainly it

should produce a Very lucrative amount of income
for the trappers in that southwest Louisiana marsh.

This should be a prime examble of wildlife manage-

-y ment to produce a commercial resource as the alli-

gator under a wise management program,

.Our validation period starts Saturday.
The trappers will be bringing their skins into the
refuge where they will be measured and inventoried
and the surplus tags that they were unable to fill
odt‘feturned to the ‘department and then the buyers
will be there at the same time and they will grade

v , .
these skins and then on Tuesday they will submit to

I} .
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mated dollar amount in revenue for these hides?

'5At;tﬁefpféséht7ﬁiﬁéfthéyfhaﬁe’beenfdélisteditdﬂthe

the iﬁdividual trappers or their land company theirn]
quotétioﬁ fof the price of the skins that that
trapper hafvested during this one month Séason.
o We certainly feel that the alligator
season has beeﬂ a very successful progrém for the

Department,

THE CHAIRMAN: Allen, what is your esti-

MR. ENSMINGER: Well, these hides will
run a half a million dollars, Doyle. They will run
just about $100 per hide. That is what they have
been averaging in the last two or three seasons
that we have had. Alligator skins will average
about si# or seven feet per skin. |

THE CHAIRMAN: This is a substantial
contribution to southwest Louisiana.

MR. ENSMINGER: It is a very important
part of the economy of southwest Louisiana and
certainly should be extended throughout the entire
coastal parishes of our state. As you are aware,
ve petiﬁioned the Fish & Wildlife Service almost

two years ago to delist 27 of our coastal parishes.
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| think' the springtime of 1978 would be the earliest

threatened category but~under‘that c#tegory the
Department does not have the aufhority to estab-
lish an alligator éeason for the removalbdf surplusg
animalé out of the remainder of our coastal marsh.
We ‘are moving forward and continually pressuring
,£he U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service to further delisd

them off the category totally so that we would have

the authority to establish a limited harvest through- -

out the remainder. |

TﬁE CHAIRMAN: What might we tell these
folks in other parishés, particularly in St. Mary
and Terrebonne and LaFourche, when they might
expect an.élligatof season?

MR. ENSMINGER: Of course, we had hoped
that we would be able to establish one this fall.
At the present fime it is not possiblé. We are
aﬁticipating that this thing will be available for
next\summef; Doyle. From all p:actical standpoints
if the aniﬁals were advertised in the Federal
Register at the present time it would be the first

of January before they could take any action in

Washington. So, at the very earliest, we would

T
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that we could expect them to be delisted.

'Our experiencé in southwest Louisiana
has proven that the most préctical time to harvest
'alligators is in the léte summer and fall, just
after the females have producéd theilr eggs. These
animals lay eggs in May and June. It takes 63 dayé
for them to hatch. It is verf important that the
female be thefe af the nest site to rglease the
young alligators so that they can gét out of the
nest, so consequently we have set our alligator
vsgasbns to follow the hatching of the yougg-'gators
and this perm}ts any females that might be sub-
'jected to being caught an opportunity to release

these young 'gators from.the nest before the

trapping season starts,

"We would recommend that for the first few
years of our ‘gator season in Louisiana that we
restrict it to the fall of the year, September and
October,

THE CHAIRMAN: How many years have we
beén trying to get them to deregulate Terrebonne
and_St. Mary Parish and LaFourche? k

ME. ENSMINGER: Well, ever since the

[-13]
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'the farmers of this country had to wait on Washing-

'éxpresées~the ailigator'sitdation{ too., - -

alligator went on the endangered species list, we
have requested that the coastal marshes;of Louisi-
ana be removed. This was in 1973, an Act signed
by the President in December of 1973. Immediately
followiﬁg that we requested tﬁat they be_délisted.
They elected to delist Cameron, Calcasieu and Ver-
milion and 1éave the remainder of the range of the
alligatof throughout the United -States on the
ehdangered list. Since that time they have reduced
a large portion of its range throughout the“south-
eastern United States to the threatened category.

We have been very actively pursuing'this
thing for three full years,.

THE CHAIRMAN: I am really glad the
people in Washington know more about the alligators
than those people on the local scene, that they are
better qualified to tell them when to harvest their
animals than we aré. I think old President Madison

or Monroe, once said in his infinite wisdom that if

ton to tell them when to plant their crops, we

would all go hungry. I think that basically

@9@'
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. should be utilized. At the present time alligator

.until Louisiana adopted legislation by which we

Thank you very much, Allen. :

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Allen, will you
touch briefly on the different economic benéfits
of thellegislatioh»that was'passed this last
sesséion, dealing with alligafor parts?

MR. ENSMINGER: This is additional incomg
that became very dbvious to us in the early parts
of our élligatof management progr&m. There are a
lot of peoble that like'to eat alligator meat and

it is a very delicious, exotic food that ceftainly

meat i1s being used only in limited quantities.
The Endangered Species Act prohibits the sale or
commercialization of any parts thereof of the: |
alligator.

Now in addition to the meat, certainly -
the teeth, the skulls, the feet are all curios fhat
could be developed into a very lucrative additional
income-type businéss.v We Petitioned the U. S.
Fish & Wildlife Service to give us permission to
deal in these parts thereof, and their response

was that they didn't have the authority to do this

P0¢
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cou1d 1ega11j control the use of these parts.

As a resuit, our Commission rquested
that an alligator parts bill be introduced'in this
past session of the legislature. 1 think the
'legislators that introduced that bill were made a
‘iot of fun of and what-have-you, but it is a very
important piece of legislatién. It has passed and
we have provided the U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service
with a copy of that legislation and certainly we
would like to see them include the authority to
tbe state to permit our trappers to commercialize

’§n all parts of the alligator. If you can sell
his eyeball, I think ybu should sell it, especi-
ally after the alligétor is dead. | |

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much, Allen|

MR. DUPUY: Mr.‘Chairman, I would like
for the record to show thgt I would like to see
deregulation, delisﬁing of alligators in Avoyelles
as well as Terrebonhe, Lafourche and other Louisiana
coastal parishes. There are manyipeOple'who are
complaiﬁing to me and to others about the lack of
nutria and beaver and mink and otters and bullfrogs

and fish, .particularly:in.the Spring Bayou Wildlife| =
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‘Species Act provided for an alligator recovery team

Management Area and‘in other portions of the parish
as well, Most of that attrition is attriyﬁtable
to the alliéator, which is not in aﬁy way endangere
in Avoyelles Parish. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Dupuy, I hate to cor-
recf iou there, but the Chief tells me this attri-

-

tion rate in your parish is due to the outlaws;
not the aliigators! ’

MR. DUPU?: Well, they are ﬁoth outlaws
as far as I am concermned. . |

THE CHAIRMAN: I concur in that! Do
you want that in the form of a motion? |

MR. DUPUY: Yes, in the form of a motion;

they are both outlaws! (Laughter)

"MR. ENSMINGER: Mr. Berry, the Endangered

to be established, or fecovery teams for each one
of the animals that‘are on the endangered species
list, Ted Joanen, a techﬁician for the Department,
is the chairman of that recovery team, and as a
direct result of Ted's chairmanship in there and

participation in the recovery team, the first recom

«Q
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managéd on individual populatién levels and not on
a broad-brush approach as has been applied by the
U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service. |

Undef this recommendation, hot spots
such as Avoyelles Parish, where you do have good
ﬁigh alligator populations and good alligator habi-
tat, would be delisted. In areas such as Claiborne
Parish, where we have got about 25 acres of alli-
gator habitat and ten alligators in it, it is
obvious that that population of alligators is no
longer in danger and that these endangered cate-
gories and statuées be regulated and placed based
upon habitat availability.

Certainly areas such as Avoyelles, which
does have good alligator habitat and hasvgood alli-
gator populations, should énjoy a harvest ofbthese
surplus animals. Not only Avoyelles but St. Tamman
all of these parishés that do have alligator habi-
tat should be permitted to remove those surplus
animalsf |

| THE CHAIRMAN: Allen, as I havé told you

in the past, it is not the alligators down in St.

'Ja‘uMafy,and;TeffébbnﬁeuPérisH:théf are on ‘the endanger

o
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species list, it.is:the coonarssles.~ Everywhefe you
go "there in é boat,.you look up and there is an
alligatbr lodking at you with his mouth open.
| Thank you, Allen. Dick. |

MR. RICHARD YANCEY: While we are on the
subject of éndangered species, we might'also men-
tion that proposals are now being made in the.
Federal Register to also put the bobcat and the
otter on the endangered species list. The comment

period is open now and it wpuld certainly behoove

. all of us to try to keep both those animals off

the endangered species list, We have got our biol-
ogists working on data now to counter that proposal
and if we don't successfully counter it, then we
are going to find ourselves in the same problem
with those two animals that we have with the alli-
gator., It is just a véry unwofkable set of cir-
cumstances. | |

Here in Louisiana last year the bobcat
pelts brought about $§55 to $60., They were importan
to the trappers aﬁd in addition to thét, based on

all the information we have available, that animal

| enioys a very favorable pépulation status, it .is. .. [ . -

2000
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in no way threatened with extinction iﬁzLouisiéna.
It thrives in cutover woodlands, of which we have
an abundange‘here in the state.

Anyway, we thodght we would bring out
the fact that they are proposing at this time to
put both the bobcat and‘thg otter on the endangered
species list. C | ' ' \

ﬁqw the item that I have on the ggenda
here is that when the deef hunting season dates
for '77-78 were.set, we inadvertenly left out a
bucks season on the Pearl River Wildlife Management
Area, In the pamphlet and in the news releasés we
show only six days of deer hunting on the 27,000-
acre 6ommiss10n-owned Pearl River Wildlife Managei
ment Area. The season that was left out is a
bucks season. It would run from Deéember'lS'to
January 2.

What we would like to recdmménd is that
you adopt a corrective resolution that would cor-
rect the minutes of the June ﬁeeting.

MR. LUTTRELL: I am on that committee. 1

would 1like to correct the error by moving that we

uiﬁéiddézfﬁis'ﬂhcké season.

[T
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MR. YANCEY: That would add 16 days of
buck huntiﬁg.

THE CHAIRMAN: We have a motion. Do I
have a second? |

MR. DUPUY: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded. All in favor
say aye,.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

(No resbonse)

So ordered.

Every year we say we are not going ;o
‘change that pamphlet after it is printed, we don't
give a darn what happens, we are not going to
change it, we age not going to change it, we are
not going to change it, and every‘year we do change
it.
| MR, LUTTRELL: Doyle, I have to say this.
If we have made an error, we have made an error
and we have to be‘big enough to admit it.

'SECRETARY ANGELLE: We will just say it
was a typographical error._ |

MR YANCEY That s right

a9
29
&

3
¥
S5

% HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans



49

- ,.I.L_\——v—-ﬂ- —

ey — il e e e e e W,

MR. WILLE: You did mention that-ciosed
area, foo?

MR..YANCEY: Welx; we have another hiatus
in the pamphlet as it épplies to deer»hunting in
Lafourche Parish. The map shows a closed deer
season in a major portion of Lafourche Parish.
However, the vérbal descriptioﬂ of the hunting
area shows Ehat deer hunting in Lafourche Parish
would be open consistent with the deer hunting
seasons in Area One, which}includes parishes all
the way from the Gulf to the Arkansas 1iné,,up and
down the Atchafalaya and Mississippi Rivers; sO we
dpn't ﬁeed a resolution to correct that, but we
want to bring it out, the fact that the verbal
description calls for a deer hunting season in
Lafourch; Parish, thatapoftion'of Lafourche Parish;
and that is what will apply. We have had a number
of calls on this matter also. _

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank jou, Dick. Mr.
Herring. | »
| MR. JOE'HERRING: Thank you, Mr, Chairman|.
The first item we have is ratification for épproval

of revetment work on Three Rivers Wildlife.Management'

O,
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Area along Red River. This ié some of the work
that the U. S. Corps of Engineers is doing in con-
junction with the Red River Waterways Comﬁission.
This 1is of benéfit to our land there, t6 keep it
from washing on the Red River there, so I would
like to recommend to the Commission that we go
ahead and accept this. | \
THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, you have heard
the :ecomméndation.
MR. GILBERT: So move.
MR. WILLE: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Gilbert;
seconded by Mr, Wille, All in favor say aye.
IN UNISON: ' Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
N (No response)
So or&ered.v |
| A(The full text of the
resolution is here made '
a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, the Red River |

<
Waterway Commission through the U, S,

"Corps of Engineers has requested right

03¢
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of entry for construction of revetment
work on Red River, and

. WHEREAS, this revetment work
will be on our Three Rivers Wildlife
Management Area in the Alligator Bayou
Area of Red River, Mile 14.5-L, Con-
cordia Paéish, Louisianea, and

WHEREAS, this revetmeht work
is in the best interest of the Depart-
ment and it assists in preventing of
washing of land from our~Tﬁree Rivers
"Rivers Wildlife Management Area,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that thé Commission r#tify the verbal
approvél given to the U, S. Corps of
Engineers for rights of entry on
Department.prOperty for(this work, '

MR. HERRING: Mr. Chairman, the next
thing, at the last session of the legislature an
act was passed pertaining to faléonry in the state
aﬁd i would like to just ask the Commissiop to
grant the Department a permitting system for this

bdrﬁoée of people keeping falcons or hawklike birds

QO
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THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, you have heard

the recommendation.

MR. WILLE: I so move.
MR. DUPUY: I will second it.

"THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Wille and

seconded by Mr. Dupuy. All in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No reSponse)
So ordered.
(The full-text of the
resplution is here made
a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, the 1977 Session of
the Legislature amended éections 102 and
123 of Title 56 of the Louisiana Revised
Statutes of 1950 to include the sport
of falconry as a legal metuod of taking
game, and |

WHEREAS, Paragraph 2 of Sub-

section B of Section 123 reads as

follows: "(2) Rules, regulations and

nissuance of permits affecting the sport'
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of falconry within nhe sfate shall be
as designated and administered by the
Department and snall at least confnrm
to the minimum federal falconry stand-
ards as prescrined by the United States
Department of the Interior, Fish and
WildlifeISerVice," and

| WHEREAS, a current hunting
license or permit shall be required
to practice tne snort of falconry, and"

WHEREAS, no falconry permit
shall be issued to any applicant under
sixteen years of age,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
by the Louisiana Wildlife.and'Fisheries
Commission that.snch rules and regula-
tions concerning falconry as promul-
gated by the Fish and Wildlife Service
of the Department of the Inferior be
adopted as the applicable rules and
regulations for the State of Louisiana

with the additional requirement of a

;valid current hunting 1icense or permit )

&5
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. ‘ . and the requirement that the applipant
for a falconry permit must have reached
thé agé of sixtéen.

MR. HERRING: The next one item is a
permitting system for the purpose of using‘dogs on
our wildlife management areas to remove hogs and
cows off them, and we do have this problem on our
Boeuf River and we would like to go through the
emergency procedﬁre act in doing this this year,
t§ permit the taking of 1ivestoék by dogs from this
area as well as other wildlife management areas
fhat we have in the state.

MR. LUTTRELL: For the benefit of the
press; Joe, those areas are not fencéd and dogs
are necessary to move the animals;

i

MR. HERRING: That is right. This is ;
recently ;ufchased area that we have on Boeuf
River. A lot of us refer‘to'it sometimes as the
0ld Caldwell Management Area. It will probably be
some time before we can get in there and really
survey this area, get a legal survéy on it, and

get it fenced where we can keep hogs and cows out.

“UNEthe presént tine there s no stock
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-law in this éarish and séme of the people are
willing.to get some of the stock out. Certainly
with hunting éeasons coming»up, we would like to
cooperate with them inlahy way possible In helping
them to get the stock out. We would like to grant
them some type of permit so fhey could take dogs
in there. | | |

These permits then would be issued by
-our districtor supervisor or district personnel.
They wouldn't have to come.through the main office
.ox any other 6ffice, and the permit would be valid
for one year on‘the area, so that ‘it would give
‘them time to work on there. ﬁe would have a 30-
day cancellation .clause on it so that if in the
meantime we did get the area fenced and were able
to do anything in thére, then we could go ahead
and cancel these at such time as we got all the
stock out.

We would also just say that nothing but
stock dogs would be permitted in the area. There
would not be any other type of dogs. They would
have to have their names and addrésses on tﬁg
‘collar and no dogs would be permitted during the

!
.
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deer season on the area. Commission pérsonnel
would have the right to search anyone on the_area
because we would not permit any type of firearms

or guns to.be on there when they are removing stock
These permits would be from sunrise until 6fficia1
sunsef on the area.

..That would be it, but we wodld like to
get this so we could use it on all the wildlife
management areas, should other things come up. It
is really a modification of some old rules and
regulations we did have back when we were having
problems with Saline and quite a few other areas
as we purchased them. This always comes up in our
land écquisition program, When we bﬁy a new area
we do have a lot of problems which we get with'it,
and it takes time to work those out,.

: " THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, you hear the
recommendation. Do I have a motion?
MR. GILBERT: So move.
MR. LUTTRELL: Second,.
THE CHAIRMAN: A motion and a second.
All in favor say aye.
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THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
' .(No response) |
So ordered. |
| (fﬁe full text of the
re;olution is here made
a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, the Game Division
is in need of a universal method for
owneré to remove livestock from state-
operated wildlife management areas, and
WHEREAS, the-acquisitiOn of
Boeuf Wildlife Management Area needs
special attention at this time, and
WHEREAS, it is recommended /
that the following rules and regula-.
tions for removal of livestock from
wildlife management areas: |
1. Individuals (owners) having hogs
or cattle on wildlife managemenf
areas apply to District Super-
visors for permits. Only stock
.ownefs with stock on the wildlife

management area will be issued a
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permit.

2, l Permifs will bé issued not more
than‘one;year duration, and can
be revoked on a 30~day notice.

3. _Stock dogs may be used for the
taking of livestock only. Dogs
will be collared with owner'§ name

"and address on collar, Permittee
will be responsible to see that

" his stock dogs will not unduly
haréss wildlife animals. Any such
harrassment will result in revoking
permittee's permit. |

4, No dogg will be used during open
deer season. |

5. Commission personnel will have the
right.to search the permittee's
équipment and/or vehicle while
using thié permit.

6. Permit is valid only from officiai

| sunrise to official sunset,.

7. Firearms are not permitted for

removal of stock and will not be

[o]=T5 .
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i
in permitfee's possession while
on the wiidlife management area..
8. Permittee will abide by all rules
and regulatiqns ih force on thé
specified wildlifé.management area.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wildli%e and Fisherieé
Commiésion at its regular Commission meet-
ing on September 27, 1977 adopted the
above rules for the purpose of using‘
stock dogs in the removal of livestock
frpm Department-operated wildlife
management areas. |
MR. DUPUY: Joe, we don't have any wild
hogs on that area where the tgking of wild hogs by
stock dogs would bécome an abusive problem, do we?
MR. HERRING: No, I don't think so.
‘Most of them should be marked or they are claimed
by someone in there. We are just permitting them
to take their own hogs out and it would be their
problem there.
~MR. GILBERT: Joe, under this emergency

‘deal, when does 1t go into effeet? =~~~ T

g@sai
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MR. HERRING: We will go ahead and send
it in, and we can put that in effect immediately.
We would like to go ahead and get this in so that
we can work with those peOpie to get as much déne
between now and hunting season, which is right |

~around the corner. It is October first for squir-
rel and stuff,band then‘déer.

MR. GILBERT: Do we neea to declare an
emergency?

MR. HERRING: Yes, sir, we can go ahéad

and make that and that will clear it up.

MR.‘GILBERT: I move Qe declare tﬁis an
.emergency.

| MR. DUPUY: I will second that.

THE CHAIRMAN: We have é motion and a
second. All in favor,ﬂsay aye.

IN UNISON; Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any.opposed?

(No response)

So ordered.

MR. HERRING: Mr. Chairman, the next

thing’ws have is from Louisiana Intrastate Gas

“I"Corporation = They have drilied’ two 'wells ‘on’our™ - |

/

IR
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Russell Sage Wildlife Managemént Area and from what
we hear they are going to be good producing wells
there. This compaﬁy has made a request to'put a
four-inch line across our Russell Sage Wildlife
Management Area for the purpose of flowing this
gas out, |

Half of the mineral righfs are owned by
the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
and the other half of the mineral rights are owned
by Ouachita Farms. They have made a fequest, in
their original request, for their pipeline to
follow along Youngs Bayou and then it would lead
.out to Well No. 2 and then come back and follow
you might say Youngs Bayou in our Ruésell Sage and
g0 to Well No. 1. Really what they are doing on
here is making a U-shape in following the bayou
going from one well, Wéll No. 1, to Well No. 2.

At a meeting some time béék we gave the
drillers permission to build a road from Well No. 1
to Well No. 2 in a straight line, so that they
would have some method of carrying their equipment
thfough. In ta}king to these gﬁéple pertaining to

“their reqiest of the pipeline following Youngs

€O
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Bayou; théy seemed to have né objection if we
would grant them the right-of-way to foilow the
road, which would be a straight gourse and it
would also keep other lands-from being cleared on
our wildlife management area,'rather thaﬁ'just
having a hsdgepodge of a clearing here and a clegp"
ing there and a right-of-way and just going all
throughhéhis Russell Sage Wildlife Management Area
with rights-of~way. We would rather keep every-
thing in line and keep any right-of-way'reqﬁests
joining the others so we would only have the one
clearance.

-& would recommend to the Commission then
that we grant them.permissi&n for a right of way
from Well No. 1 to Well No. 2 an§ that they would
come into the same stipulations that we have for
other rights-of-way. They would bury their lines
and we would grant them a 25-foot right-of-way on
this, and either timber damage would be paid or
we would have timber survey made pfior'to any
operations.

THE CHAIRMAN: 'You have heard the recom-

‘mendation. Do I have a motion?

[«
gg% HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
DOG



63

MR. GIPBERT: So move,
MR. DUPUY: Second.
'THE CHAIRMAN: A motion and a second.
All in favor say aye.
IN UNISON: Aye.
" THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?
(No response)
So'ordered; ‘
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
! a part pf‘the record,)
WHEREAS, Mr. Clifford Léfleur,
Land aﬂd Right-of-Way Manager for Louisi-
éna Intrastate Gas quporation,'has
requested permission to construct a
four-inch gas pipeline on our Russell
Sage Wildlife Management Area, and
| WHEREAS, this proposed gas
pipelinevwill be for the puréose of
removing gas froﬁ the new wells being
drilled in Section 25 and 30, and
WHQREAS, this request for a

“'éagxifﬁé“rigﬁf-df?waj will be to

2
3
D
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follow Ybungs Bayou to a point where
it crosses Gourd Bayou to-Well No..z
-and then.divért back to Youngs Bayou.
and follow that bayou for approxi?
mately on;-half'mile and then divert
béck to Well No. 1, which ﬁould form
a "U" and cause additional land clear-
ings on our wildlife management area,
and

| WHEREAS, it was recommended
to Mr. Lafleur of Louisiana Intrastate
Gas Corporation that the permit be grantéd
to follow the existing road from Well
No. 1 to Well No. 2 and Mr. Lafleur
had:no objection to this,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that this right-of-way be granted for
the pﬁrﬁose of removing gas from Wells
No. 1 and No. 2 on our wildlife manage-
ment area and that this right-of-way be
gréhted for a width of up to 25 feet
at $10 per rod, that the gas line be

- bufied, and that timbér damages, if

&
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an}; be paid by ﬁhe Louisiana Intra-
state Gas Corporation,

MR. HERRING: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

THE CHAIRMAN: If there is no objection,
we will set the date for the next meeting, which
will be October 24 and 25, This is on Monday and
Tuesday. That will be at the Holiday Inn in
Slidell, Louisiana. We have been invited by a
club over there to hold a meeting in that area and
we think it is a proper thihg to do.

Is there any other business to come
before the Commission this morning?

- MR. JONES: You have somebody there.

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, sir. Will you state
your name, sir;aand wvhom you represent.
. MR. WILLIAM A. CASS, 'IV: I am William
A, Cass, IV. I represent Westside Oyster Farms.
I am here about a dredging permit was applied for
by the Texace.Oil Company and it ia going through
one of my bedding grounds and seed ground reserva-
tionlat Hackberry. |

!

There was a letter of no obJection issued

by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisherles and I was

§55ﬂ
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ﬁondering-if there was a biological stﬁ@y done on
this thing and why was'it ﬁot opposed té. It does
go through some seed grounds; they had boats.work-
ing there last week.
THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Schafer, do §6u want
to comment on‘that?
~ MR. SCHAFER: Dr, St. Amant handle; ~
these permits and letters of no'objgction.' I think
his reasoning on this is that these permits for
the o1l operation are issued by another stafe
agency and-we,cannot object to their operations.
I think what he does is issue a letter ofvno objecH
.tion provided it is done and does not infringe
upon the resources that are under this Department.
I think thié is what happens; He issues this
thing and 1if any damage 1is done; then the o0il com-
panies are~éupposed to replenish the shells -- {f
it is on a seed ground they are supposed to replen;
ish the shells that are damaged and he also points
out that there are oyster leases iﬁ the area and
that the o0il companies are supposed to check with

the oyster people who have these leases and make

"any kind of settlement with them.

@6 st . . ) - i . - . .
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. MR. CASS?, Can I add a little something?

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, sir.

MR. CASS: O. K., on thié application
they want to ﬁut approximatély -- I am stfting
from the application to the Corps of Engineers --
they want to put 4,500 cubic yards ofisiltation on
top of a smallvisland, which we have studied and
the lawyers have turned in and asked for a public
hearing before fhis is done. They want to stack
this silt approximately four-foot high on the marsh

| Now the island where they want to put
this silt ié épproximately 100 feet from one lease
‘and approximately 200 feet from the oyster seed
gfound itself, the reservation I am télkiqg ébout.

‘They also want to dredge a flow line and
put 1,500 cubic yards of material back in the
reservation after they dredgg it. They are talking
about closing'this up when all the total operation
is finished,/But what happens when the nor'westers
starf, which they want to go ahead with this right
away, what is going to stop all the siltation frém

running right down into the reservation and also

my bedding grounds, -

Q) - . . N . .
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- The reason I am so concerned about it,
last Seﬁtember this same company dredged into my
beddihg grounds without a permit.’.They had not
applied for a permit. 'Thej héd not negotiated.
with me or contacted me whatsoever. They went
into the bedding grounds. They put an illegal
levee'Mﬁch_the.féderal governmeht -- that 1is why
I had to go and get.a.federal injunctioﬁ to stop
it -- and when Texaco seen they was going to lose
it; they turned their permit back in on this new

type of operation. Now they are doing it formally
but under the>older operation they dumped.mﬁd into
approximately 300 acres.
| I have a suit going againsé them right
now for a little over $400,000 of oysters they
destroyed, and the only response I have got from '
Texaco, well, come'sué us. All right, if they :are
going fo conduct this haphazérd operation, which
they have doﬁe in the paét in Bay du Chene, which
is an oystér reservation, and there is no doubt
about it if you send a biologist out there or any

biologist familiar with this country, he will tell

I you what happened in Bay du Chene. There is no

. Ga0Y . e B P S L,
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‘longer bottoms left{ it 1is just mud. :

| They want to come back with this same
type operation, and the only concern I have ﬁith
the Wild Life and Fisheries,.ﬁhy was the letter of
no objection issued. I would.rather see hé letter
issued at all and let us fight it out, but I am
still concerned, and I think you would be concerned,
too, to know that this is a seed ground reservation.
As short as oysters are, we need every inch of 1it.
1 think something should be done, at least Ques—
tioned. |

I have asked for an environmental impact

.statement and a public hearing on this. But the
Corps of Engineers, when they received this letter,
just remember; I don't own the lease I am onj; I
only lease it from the Wildiife and Fisheries,‘and
the first thing this o0il company, and I will quote
Mr. Al Pearce, has come to me and said, the Wild-
l1ife and Fisheries has no objection, how can you
object, you are only a leaseholder; He doesn't
read the fine print, he doesn't worry about it,.

So, gentlemen, I would ask that you would

look into this issue and really do something for

o e . . . , : : :
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the fishermen, because we need the seed grqund ares
. so bad it is not funny. Now if Texaco needs this

reservation for 0il, fine. Let them replace us a
couple of hundred acres somewhere else that we-can
get. our seed oysters.

This has been going on for the past 25
years. We.havé-a fisherman in the audience and I
am sure all of you are familiar with him and I
tﬁink he could answer questions on what went on
in that because he has beer there 30 or 40 years.
It has just got to be a problem where it is a
matter of.surinal for the leaseholders. |

MR. WILLE: What is the date on that

‘ ietter of no objection? | ,;

MR. CASS: August 16. The application
was put to the Corps gf Engineers on August 23.
They have this public notice the Corps of Engi-
neers put out.v |

THE CHAIRMAN: What is the official
heading on that thing? What does it say?

MR. CASS: 6n which one? .

THE CHAIRMAN: On the Corps of Engineers

'pérmi;;"’ﬁoﬁ‘dd;s'ff déséfi5é~ﬁﬁéwﬁéftiéﬁlér
| , ' .
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property? .
" MR. CASS: The name of the applicant is
Texaco. chétion of work is Hackberry Bay and
adjacent wetlands, 11 miles nqrtherly'from Grand
Isle; Louisiana, in Jefferson Parish, as shown on
attached drawing. The character ofhwork is to
dredge and maintain chanhels,yinstall a drilling
platform, Qrilling barge, pipelines and apparatus
structures, drilling expldratory well and oil
production,. o

Now, another thing is this. Where they
want to dredge this.canal; it is not necessary to
.dredge a canal coming through my bedding grounds

to get there. A hundred feet over to the west

where they want to put this well is six or seven

foot of water, yet they want to come in the shallow

area. Why couldn't this fhing just be set over a

couple of hundred feet and stop them from destroy-

ing the reservation and my bedding ground.
SECRETARY ANGELLE: Have you discussed
that with them?

MR. CASS: We ﬁave been back and forth

in the federal courts. They don't want to talk to | °
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me no more because I stopped them once. The only
thing, when the judge was ready to ;ssue the injunc
tion,.he called them in and he said, gentiemen, the
only way this injunction is‘not issued is 1if I
don't have an application.

SECRETARY ANGELLE: What other provisions
were provided in'the letter of ho objection from
Wildlife? |

| | MR. CASS: It said, I will read the last
short paragraph: "In general we do not oppose the
"operation of this 611 field but we do require that
we be ﬁotified in each individual operation since
-considerable oysters may be harvésted frbm the |
area which has not yet beeﬂ'invaded By your activf
ities. Our policy is to retain as @uch effective-
ness in the area for oyster production as possible.

Now, my concern wag, did they send a,
biologist out and really check this thing, because
when they do fhey will find that the marshland that
they want to stack the siltation on will not sup-
port.it. In my letter of objéction my lawyer drew,

that is what we questioned, and we asked for a

public hearing and environmental impact statement.
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In it he says, '"The application indicates that the
.spoils from the éroposed dredging are to be pumped
into the ﬁarsh,to an elevation of approximétely
four feet." Now this is marshland you are trying
to pump ané hold siltation on. "Considering the
instability of the marsh, particﬁlarly in heavy
rains or high tides or experience, it seems uﬁlikely
that the dredged spoil will remain in the marsh.
It is much more likely the spoil will ﬁuickly erode
down to the normal marsh level. During the erosion
_procéss neighboring oyster leases will be continu-~
ally bombarded bf organic silt from the spoil which
then oxidizes, causing the samerxygen depletioﬂ
and oyster moftality that has been taking pléce in
the past." |

Approximately three-quarters of a mile
from thgre.was the same operation I told you about
that we had.to go for the federal iﬂjuﬁction, and
so far there is no compens;tion and they don't even]
want to.talk about it. At first tﬁey put the blame
on the Wildlife and Fisheries, that they had sur-

vejed the leases wrong. Then whén the Wildlife

'énd'Fishéfies'céméﬁdut~éﬁ&.éhébkéd it, they kind of

Q
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passed some doubt that they had the instruments or
the men to survey this properly.

Now some.of your biologisés havé.checked
‘this thing and they know the mortélity in the area.

THE CﬁAIRMAN: What would you like for us
to do, Mr. Cass?

MR. CASS: I don't know if you could
still issue a letter of objection but I would like
to sée if it would be possible to have a letter of
objection to the.Corps of Engineers; just asking
for an environmental ihpact statement andva public
hearing on the thing. Then they would go in and
investigate it properly.

| THE CHAIRMAN: Dr, St. Amanf, have you
been brought in to speak on what is transpiring
here?

DR. ST. AMANT: I am not sure I know all
the details-that we have right here; but I think
this is a letter, I also wrote another letter. Did
you get another letter from me yesterday? The
problem is simply this, Mr, Chairman. The Hack-
berry Bay area has been set up by the legislature

“1as ‘an oyster sead ground, but like wWany things that|

260
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happen in this state, the area has also been X
leased to Texaco by the Mineral Board. You have
two state agencies with equal respdnsibility in the
area. We have done our very Best over the yeafs

to try to keep this thing from conflicting.

In the initial request that came in, we
examined it. We sent out a letter to Texaco, to
the Corps and I think a copy also went to the |
Oyster Growers and Dealeré Association, which indi-
cated that there would be operations,in th;s area,
"We recommended to Texaéo that they check the maps
and we recomménded that they operate in a ménner
that would be as little detrimental to the oysters
aé.possible.'

This is the standard procedure. We don't
have any authority to gompletely stop this opera-
tion since the state has given out these mineral
leases. About all we can do'ié supervise them to
the point that we have the least damage. Now
there are some instances when this damage is not
totally prevented and it may depend on either how

near the lease is or what the conditions are in the

area at the time.
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in which I pointed out these things to him, that

operating in this area, and we also called atten-

What happened in this case, when Mr. Cass
called my attention to it was after the fact that

we had issued a 1efter, so I wrote a second letter
we had called attention to Texaco that they were

tion to them and to Mr. Cass that this area was
leased to the Texaco people by the State of Louisi-
ana. o |
I don't really know what we can do. .1I

have offered to send people out and to cheék; He
has a perfect right to do several things. He c;n
oppose this thing frqm the Cérps of Engineers point
of view and make his opbosition known to them, énd
if the Corps wants to, they can hold a public hear-
ing on it. He and anyone else can write his oppo-

sition in, I think this is his perfect right.
ﬁé'can get any service from us with
respect to studying the area and to developing
information to see what, if any, damage has occuf—
red and.if damage will be in the form of a report

that will be public evidence that can be used in

any type of litigation that might occur, and any
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of our people that bperate in the area.and work on
it éan serve as expért witnesses. This is the
standard procedure. |

Now I understénd_ﬁis position. It is a
position that is not new. It has one that I think
any oyskerman in here will tell you ha§ been going
on for 25 or 30 years. It is in many instances a.
,conflict-of interest. I don't know anything we can
do about it at the present time unless.we can chang
the laﬁ of the state.

MR. WILLE: What about directional drill-
ing? _

DR;'ST. AMANT: Yoﬁ can directionally
drill in many areas, but at the present time with
,the lease we don't have any authority to demand
directional drilling. This is something that could
probably be done if the Corps got enough evidence
stating and asking to do it. The thing is that
when you directionally dfili, if you put them on
land someplace, you apparently change the way the
royalty goes. I think this has been one of the
problems with drilling these water areas. 1 may be

wrong on that; you might ask one of our attorneys'

239
gg% HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
L)



78

but I think we have had some problems with this
directional drilliné setup. |

MR. WILLE: 1Is it standard that we.always
just type out a letter of no objection now, Doé,
when something like this comes up?

DR. ST. AMANT: We go through.a staqdard
procedure. Every one of these mineral companies
that Operatés, if they are anywhere in an oyste;
area; they are requested to come in, they are sup-
posed to, and examine the oyster maps. They deter-
.mine the location of these leases. They are'then
| made aware of the proposition that they_are'working
in an oyster area, and they do in some'instances
contact the oyster people._'éome companies are a
little more difficult to deal with than others,

The; the oysterman hgs_a right fo make
his complaint kﬁown,tonus and back to the Corps
aﬁd the 611 companies, and we also furnish a ser-
vice to determine whether or not>there is any
damage. If we get requests early enough, we do a
survey before and after the fact; which you can.

compare. Sometimes we don't get this request and

sometimes -we are not able to schedule them as

20
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rapidly. | .

MR. LUTTRﬁLL: Doc, a point of informa-
tion. Is it possible for us to sénd our bioiogists
out there to get more facts-on what is happening
and what has happened, with fﬁe point of view that
we might alleviate this thing? | |

DR. ST. AMANT: Yes, sure, it is possiblel
I mentioned that in the letter to him and I referre
fhe letter to Mr. Schafer, if he wants s;mebody to
/go out there and look at it. The thing that we
run into is there is a good many of these things
and/we do have a scheduling problem. I had a group
in here yesterday that wanted the same thing. They
were opposing it and they wanted a study before and
after the fadt, and it takes fime to make these
studies, but we are in a position to do that,

- MR. LUTTRELL: I wouldn't want anyone to
think I was favoring the hindering or’destruction
of our oil induitry bﬁt at the same time I certainl
think that we should act as a mediafor to save
the oyster indﬁstry as much as we can, if that is
within our power.

' MR. WILLE: Well, I definitely think that

11
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the position of the Commission would bé_to side in
with the oyster people. 1 realize that we need
the natural resources but as a'wildlife commission,
I think if'they are going to destroy oyster beds
that we.definitely‘shonld voice aﬁ objectién to it.

MR. GILBERT: Dr. St. Amant;-don't we
have the right aﬁd the résponsibility to protect
this oyster bed property? -

DR, ST, AMANT:"We have gone into that a
long time ago;'Mr. Gilbert. This is not a new
question. Twenty-five years ago we tried to deter-
mine whether the Wildlife and. Fisheries had the
.right to ask for an injunction against the oil com-
panieé in these areas. We were not #ble to estab-
lish that fact, because when you ask for an injunc-
tion, you have got to put up the money and the bond
to determine how much damage you do the o0il com-
pany. Moreoveg, in the early days, before the
Revised Statutes of 1950, therg was a clause in
the regulations, in the law -- 1 think some of the
people who haQe been around loﬁg enough will know

this -- that stated that before an oil company
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contact the oyster people and get permfssion and
do all thap business ahead of time. |

This apparently during the 40's ana the .
early SO's‘caused a problem, at least to the oil
companies. -It slowed them down to the poiﬁt that
.they were operating at a high cost level and appar-
ently somewhere in the Revised Statutes, when they
{ went back to the legislature in the 1950's, this
clause was taken out., The oyster industry, the
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, Mr. McConnell
| when he was here, he fought as hard as he could to
get that ﬁhing put back in there. We were not .
able to get it put back in..

‘ Since that time we have had'to operate

on a parallel basis with the Mineral Board and the
rest of the state. They give a lease and we give
a- lease and we have problems keeping them separated

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me say this and I |
think maybe we can separate the apples from the
oranges. Whén we lease a piece of property to this
gentleman or anybody else to raise oysters on; the
oysters on that property are his personal property,

| they don't belong to thié Commission” and we Kave no

oTids) ‘
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say-so over 1it.

this Commission or this Commission's responsibility
to protect his personal property, whether it be
oysters or dogs or cats or rabbits or his house-
hold. Although we are a commission to protect the .
wildlife and fisheries of this state, when this
becomes his personal property, it is his fight
between him and the o0il companies. I don't think

'ii behooves this Commission to get involved in it

and I don

involved in it. I am in sympathy with his problem.

1 appreciate'his problem but his remédy is not

with this
remedy 1is
ever else

Dupuy?

tainiy be

sibility to --

W

THE CHAIRMAN: Then his fuss is not with

't think we have any legal right to be

THE CHAIRMAN “When we- “lease”a - man“a’

DR. ST. AMANT: That's right.

Commission on his private property. His
through the courts, with Texaco or who-

he is involved with. Am I right, Mr. °
MR. WILLE: Well, I think it would cer-

our responsibility to voice our opinion.

MR. DUPUY: I think we have the respon-

AY
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~plece of property, we can teli him what to do with

~Doyle.

I put up $100,000 cash bond but I made Texaco back

, | | 83

it?

MR. WILLE: No, I am not saying that,

THE CHAIRMAN: We are supposed to protect
it for him? We are not his protectors on his per-
sonal property.

MR. CASS: I didn't ask for myself.
Remember what I said, the seed ground reservation
of Hackhe?ry; that is what I am concerned about.

I brbught in my part-to show what I have done and

it can be done. We talk about putting money ﬁp,

off because they were'illégal. They'called my
bluff but they found out it wasn't a bluff. This
is the first time; you check with the Wildlife and
Fisheries. |

THE CHAIRMAN: I am not téking anybody's
side, 1 am just stating that as far as we are con-
cerned, that lease is your personal property.

MR. CASS: Right, but that reservation

1 think is you all's concern because that is for

82O
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This 1is the first time Texaco has ever submitted a
formal bid that is known in thé history of Bay du
Chene; and they have about 300 welis sitting out
there. This is what I am cbncerned about. It.is
a seed ground reservation and I think, ybu know,
this is your concern. My concern is whether I am
going to have.£0'fight them when they do the dam-
age. - But remember one thing, by this letter of no
objection, they go in and do this damage to the
reservation. Fine, all those oysters are gone and
" the state has no loss, the fishermen lose. O, X.,?
But, this mud from this same operétion
.1s coming right in my --
5 | THE CHAIRMAN: Nd, fou are.wrong there.
When the fishe;men 1ose, the state loses.

MR. CASS: O. K., but this operation in
this reservation is going to pull mud down into my
private leases. This 1is where I start getting
concerned, but the court told me that I have to '
proﬁe that that mud came from that operation, whicHh

we are doing right now. We have the proof to do

it. But why should I have to keep fighting all

LT
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would be much easier to issue no letter at all,
because they are using this to say the Wildlife
and Fisheries says there is_nothing wrong with it.
It is just a simple matter Qf twisting things |
around, I am sure.

THE CHAIRMAN:‘ Because the bureaucratic
process requires us to issue a letter one way or
the other, sbjection or mno ébjection.

MR. CASS: I don't think it does.

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, sir, it does. We
-have no problem with that. And agaih, I am not
defending the big oil but they have got to get ‘the
energy 6ut of the gfound. We have got a terrible
energy crisis in this country. I am well aware of
it and you are, too, and I think'they should pay
for your damages which they caused. I agree with
you 100 percent. But if you go up there to get
fuel for your boat to go oysﬁer fishing and you
haven't got any fuel, your oysters are“not going
to do §ou much good.

MR. CASS: Only one problem, if'we don't
have no oysters to fish, we don't need that fuel

anymore., o , ‘

Q6 ’
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THE CHAIRMAN: But the rest of the nation

needs it. | |

| MR. CASS: ‘The problem is, I have Been
bent over backwards with Texaco and»they ran err
me afterwards. I have let them drill'o# areas,
went.ané showed them where there was no oysters
and not accgptéd.one red cent and let them drill
to keep them out of my oysters, but it is a differ-
ent story when they start destroying what the state
owns. Then I think it is thelstate's responsibil-
-ity.

THE‘CHAIRMAN: I agree with you.

MR. CASS: And I don't tﬁink there is a
conflict between the Mineral Board and the wildlife
and Fisheries, because the wildlife and Fisheries
board I don't think ﬁag nothing to do with oil,
ﬁut they have to presefve the seed ground reserva-
tions or why have them, let'é turn them back. Just
a few months ago an oyster fisherman wgo had been
in this area for 35 years had his bedding grounds
taken away to make this a reservation, and now all
of a sudden the o0il company has the free rum of

this.
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%é%g HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
Q




87

- going where we want to go, and when they start

" getting by with murder and I think they are going

THE CHAIRMAN: Let me say this, the
State of Léuisiana owns the minerals under that
ground and we are required by law to 1et‘them oper-
ate in dril}ing, there is no question about it;

MR. CASS: 1In a rgasonable manner, but
it is not a reasonable manner what they have been
doing. 1In other.wérds, I am telling you right
here, this.same location, I can show you how to
get in with little or no damage, but they don't

want it, When you suggest it to them, we are

doing that, I think it 1is a matter of start-stop-
ping them, and they can be stopped, they have been
stopped. I think, to keep you all from getting in
trouble, if you meet this situation head-on, you
are'going to stop it. But these other oil com-

panies are going to look around and see Texaco

to want it, too. I don't think the fishermen have
been unreasonable; because Bay du Chene has almost
as many oil wells as'oysters left in it. The boats
went in there this year and in two weeks it was

clean. " In fact, I would like to see tﬁé“thiﬁgV.

| oo
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close&, it 1is so clean. There is nmothing but
shells to Se hauled out of there.

Now you are télking about an 8064900 acré
reservation or a 2,000~-acre reservation, and in two
weeks you cleaﬂ it out, there 1is somethiﬁg'wrong.
And there are some of the finest oystersbin the
State of Louisiana in there.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Cass. Yes,
sir.

MR, PETER VUJNOVICH: Gentlemen, my name
is Pater Vujnovich, I have been in the_Louis?ana
oyster industry éince the age of 13. I was the
past oﬁner of 121 acres of seed ground, of leases
in this Hackberry Bay.: It was taken away from me
in the beginning of September and truthfully I
feel a little heartbroken since‘it was taken away
from me without no repayment, without anything, and
I did file suit against the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, which was a very, very sad thing for
me to do because I have always been a good fighter
for the'Lbuisiana oyster industry. But when my

personal things got hurt and my living was being

‘taken away from me without no kind of repayment for

5382

sec HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
Q0%




89

me, I don't say the state didn't have the right to
do it, thef probably did, but the courts will prove
who was right or who was wrong.

But this is the thing. These leases were
taken away from me, which I made a living from for
- myself,.my wife and my six kidg, for the past 35

yearé off those leases. I am known as one of the
best, among the best oyster farmers in the Stéte of
Louisiana, so I had to come back and sue you all
and iiow I say this. I am here and how in the world
.can you all take my leases away from mé and the

— state can't pfotect them from ‘the Texas 0il Com-
pany comihg on there, doing thié, destroying them
completely? There is something wrong, gentlemen.

That is all I have to say. There is
something wrong., The oyster bqsiness is goiﬂg to
be no-more if we don'tido something. I come before
you to the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

and I asked, I say, what is the matter with you all

L]

You are not doing this, you are not doing that, and
they say we don't have no money. I ask you all,
the oyster industry can stand it, raise the acre-

agé.tolésiéﬁ acre Bﬁf.do’éoméfhihg;.giﬁé us some

ggeq

%gg% HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
A




90

kind of protection so we can be in the-oyster
business. I don't need the money of the:Texas 0il
Company or any oii company. These are honesf hands|.
Give me oyéters to work and 1 can feed and I can
bring money to the state of Léuisiana, to the
federal government, if we had the seed oysters.

That is what we are after. The way it
is going, our oyster industry will be completély
demolished within a period of four years.

Thank you, gentlemen..

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, sir. Dr,. St;
Amant. |

DR, ST. AMANT: Gentlemen, I only have
one recommendation in view of this. This is not a
new argument and anybody who says it is, is wrong.
This argument went on in the 1940's, the 50's, the
60's and it will probably go on in the 90's. My
only recommendation to this Commiss;on and to the
oyster industry is let them get a lawyer and we
have a lawyer and let them go up to the Attormney
General's office and see who is running this thing.
Let them look at the laws and let's see how much
power we have. We tried it once and I am willing |

.
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to try it again, but I am not‘going to'do it with-
oﬁt legal support. |

, Now if somebody says we can get an in-
junction aéainst these people, if we can run them
out of Hackberry Bay, we~w111<run them ouf; but I
don't believé'they are going to run and I believe.
you are going to lose more than you are losing now.
I think what is going to happen;-you are going to |
find out what the law says. You haven't taken the
opportunity to read the laws; We have. Ané you
are going to find that the Mineral Board has the
same right to issue these 1eases~as we have. You
are not %oing to be able to stop this stuff as
easily as it looks like.

We can issue a letter of objection and
what is going to happen is‘thgt we are going to be
challenged in the courts on it immediately because
;hey have the legal right to go into this‘area and
‘we have tested it., Now the best thing we have
,been able to do'is what we are doing on the seed

grounds on the east side., When they go in there,

we examine them, and if they go in an oyster area

I We try to get ‘some Tepladement’ im kind. We try te [T
] .
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move them around through the system, to keep them
off the oysters. |

As‘Besf I understand it right now'they
are not plbwing through any oysters. They have
used a lot of that Hackberry Bay, but they are not
on the 6ysters except in those areas where the
*oysters have come back after they dredged them
with spoil banks,

Now you have some differences of opinion

on this thing and it is all right with me. If you
want to push it, we will go, but I want some legal
"help to go.in there and do it because I think what
you are going to find is that you are not going to
win this thing as easily as they think it is going
to be. It is fine with me, I don't have any objecH
tion. I will write the next letter and just stop
the first one that comes in, if that is what I am
directed to do.
‘ I have been acting on the beét informa-
tion that I could get and that is thé best I can
say to you.‘

THE CHAIRMAN: I recomﬁend you continue

that, Doc.

Q6
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MR. CASS: Gentlemen, I would like to add

a little something to that., If you sent a letter
of objection to the Department of Army,thaﬁ's up
to them to issue that permit. What'I wés a little
disturbed about was that a letter of no objection
was written..'If you issue this ietter of objection
and say we.object becauée there is oysters and'ﬁe
would like to know what can be done and what can't
be, then they have the right to call for a public
hearing, and then they study the facts. But when
this letter goes in, nb objeétion, boom, they have
got their permit and they are gone.

| TﬁE CHAIRMAN: Mr, Cass, I beg-fo disagree¢
with you{ There are dbout 27 agencies yod have to
go through now to get a letter of no objection --

| MR. CASS: But I meant if all of them

said they don't object, then it is automatic., I
have permité pending. I know how mahy youiha@e
got to go through. It is a hell of a lot .of them.
But whatvi am getting at, I am not tryiﬁg to get
the Wildlife and Fisheries to fight to see'who can
control Bay du Chene. The oil is there, fine; They

lare eligible to get it out of there. But how much

I R U N A
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damage will you allow to be done to the oyster
industry before you say, well, gentlemen, you have
got to start doing this in a reasonable mahner.
‘The reason I am bringing this out is the}e was
shells planted in Bay'du Chene a few years ago.
Texaco sat down with the oyster fishermen, we asked
them where can we plant some shells that you ail
don't intend on drilling. We sat down, they come
up with a spot. Fine, the shells were put down.
Six months later gﬁey are dredging in there and
tearing the shells to pieces.,

Now are we trying to get along, or are
they just trying to go against us? They have con-
tinued to do this for the last 30 yeafs, but why
is it all going to come to a head now? Because
there is no more seed grounds, no more seed oysters
left out there. When &ou see that figure drop from
3.8 million.barrels just three or four yéars ago
to 600,006 barrels in the whole state of Louisiana,
what happens then? Your fishermen start going out
of business and there. is another burden, some body
els; on welfare. |

" A1l we ask, fine, let them get the oil

: o6 '
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but at least go there and_try to get it out in a
reasonable manner, not do what they have done in
the past, take a dredge bcat and sling mud all over
the beds. Now they told this to the federal judge.
We got up in arms about it because there.is a |
federal law says you can't raise that bottom more
than six incheé.' He said we are not going to do
that. We said how in the world can you do it in
two foot of water. He said we are going to sling
the mud all over the bay.

When you do that, you.are covering up the
oysters. -Why have a seed ground reservatioﬁ? This
is all we are asking, that these type of illegal,
aﬁd I am calling them illegél because'they are --
two federal laws, the '75 Environmental Impact Law
says that you cannot put this spoil back in the
water without any environmental impact statement
and a public hearing. That is the federal la;,
1975, and that is what they.were stopped on.

Now if it is against the law, I don't see
how hard_it is to stop them. If they are doing
something illegal, let them get'legal. That is all

I am asking for. But we want to survive in the

@0
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I will tell you right now, I am the president of

meantime. Captain Pete is getting up in age. Fine
he is going to be eligible for food stamps and
retirement soon,. But what am I supposed to do?

I mean I am just looking out for the future and

the Louisiana Oyster Dealers Association and I am
looking out in their behalf. My behalf, I am pay-
ing my léwyers to‘fight my side, but when it 1is
"the reservation,lthat becomes the industry's
behalf.

THE CHAIRMAN: 1If you can find something
to do where you get food stamps and that kind of
stuff for_our age group, you let me kn&w!

MR, CASS: All right. I just fhink if
you meet the problem head-on and get this thing
solved, 1t will be better off. It has been linger-
ing too long, and it is not a struggle.

THE CHAIRMAN: We will talk to Dr. St.
Amant and our people and we will take it under
advisement and see what we can do with it.

MR. CASS: 1 appreciate it. Thank you;'
gentlemen, \

" THE CHAIRMAN: We thank you for being

00
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here this morning, sir.

MR, VUJNOVICH: Could I just say one more
thing? | | |

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, sir.

MR. VUJNOVICH: This past week there
there had an oyster boat went out there in Hack-
berry Bay and started fishing oysters. Man, they
was catcﬁing them full dredge. He was there about
20 minutes and a Texas 0il Company speed boat came
there and say, man, you better get away from there,
"there is three pipelines with high pressﬁre that
is laid 6n'to§ of that reef; you hook one of them
and ;xplode it, 800 pounds of pressure.

-Noﬁ, gentlemen, this is ridiculous, the
way 1 feel about it. When they do such thing as
this, it is a seed grognd.reservation, yet they lay
a gas pipeline that got 800 pounds oflpressure, so
I guess you all are more familiar with that what
can happen if'you hook one of them things with a
dredge line ;nd.bust it, everybody on the boat can
just go and that's that.

Now isn't this ridiculous? . That is a

seed ground., Where? I believe the Louisiana state

Tl : : :
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. pdsitioﬁ'of the Commission that you are fakiﬂg'in.

law says that you cannot‘pull<a trawl without the
permission from this department,.and that 1is going
on in that Bay? Géntlemen, there is somephing ser~
_idusly wrong, nbt only wi;h thenDepartmént but with
;he,people in the oyster industry that let it go
like that, |

| THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, sir. Any other
comments this morning? Yes, sir.

MR. LEONARD KNAPP: Mr. Chairman and
Members of the Commission, I am Leonard Knapp with
the Louisiana Wildlife Federation. I believe last
month I addressed you about the problem with
Kistachie National Forest. I would 1like again to
reiterate the position of'the;Louisiaﬁa Wildlife ’
Federation. I am district vice president so I am
speaking for local clubs in our district especially
Last month the Commission took a position

which 1 thiﬁk stood up for the recreational and the
wildlife interests in Kisatchie National Park. I
would like to commend the Commission on that stapd.
1 think it-was really worthy and I would like to

think really there is broad public support for the

\
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following this up;

We have been following this this past
month extensively and we have two fequests to
follow up with our position»becéuse we have been ,
studying also the problem extensively. First, we
ask that the Commission make available the specif-
ics as to t he ﬁanagement practiées for wildiife
that have been specifically violated by the Forestr
Service on Kisatchie National Forest. When we talk
about violations, we aré'taiking about the multiple
"use act, the unit management plans for each of
these wilélife units, each of the management units
in Kisatchie, and the comprehensive wildlife-manf
agement plan‘which was adoﬁted betweén this Com-
mission and the'Forestry Service. I think it makes
it clearer what interegts»exactly the Cgmmission is
protecting on behalf of the sportsmen of the State
of Louisiana.

Secbnd, we would aék that you look into
specifics about possibie litigation to encourage
bettér wildlife management practices within
Kisatchie National Park. These things are two

things which I'think-really need attention in

Y
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Kisatchie‘National Forest, to make thedpublic aware
of exactly what the problem is and why we feel so
strongly about the problem., I think the Commission
has expres;ed~that and felt that also.

We would askvthose two things on behalf
of the sportsmen of the State of Louisiana.

- THE CHAIRMAN:i,Thank you very much.

MR. KNAPP: Thank you. . . :

MR, JONES: 1In éonnection with that, I
ﬁould just really like to clear the éir, in connec-
tion with what Len said about the Commission's
position onmthe use of Kisatchie.

We met yesterday with Mr. Ferrarelli in
Mr. Aﬁgglle's office. Incidentally, £he door was
open, partially open; We discussed our position
and Mr. Ferrarelli discussed his position and we
came to no agreement. The thing that concerns me
is that last month Mr. Ferrarelli had been invited
to come down, indicated he was coming but he didn't
come at our public meeting. 1 got the impression
from him yesterdéy that he really wasn't that inter-
ested in discussing that business publicly.

I'kﬁow it is the p&sitioﬁ of this Commiési

G - . e e e e . .
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" so concerned and to inform the public who is so

and the Department that we have nothing to hide
about it; It is public.land and we are talking
about public use. That concerns mé some.

But in vieﬁ of the fact that we have sat
down with him yesterday and talked with him, I |
think the public needs to know what our position
is after we met with him. We ekpressed our posi-
tion publicly last month, and I would like to move
that we reaffirm the action that we took last month

to inform the employees of this department who are

concerned as to where we stand.

I am not saying that sbmewhere along the
line we can't reach agreemént with him, but I think
the public needé to know where we stand today on
the issue of Kisatchie, so I would like to move
that we just reaffirm the action that we took last
month. |

MR. LUTTRELL: Mr. Chairman, I will
second that motion,.

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, we have a
motion and a second. All in favor, say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

<O
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THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

MR. WILLE: No. |

THE CHAIRMAN: We have one Opposed;,Mr.
Wille. Any other nays? (No ;esponse) Motion
carried. |

MR. DUPUY: Mr. Chairman, last month I
voted against the motion., My feeling then was that
our action was premature and I supported the'ﬁotion
today, and I would like to let the public know that
in my view wildlife would be better served Sy con-
tinuing participation in these particularly four
areas by the Commission rather than a cohplete
.pullout, and I think to that end any agreement that
would.fully implement the Forestry Servicgfs sug-
gested regulétions witﬁout any giving on its part
.1is certainly not acceptable to me and I think by
like token full acceptance of the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Wildlife and Fisheries' position is not |
likely to be aCCeptablévfo the Fore;try Service.

I feel that two non-giving opposed posi-
tions really don't accomplish much, that we lose
what we have gained through the past efforts iﬁ

‘'wildlife management, but I would like to bargain
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from a position of strength, and that 1§ why I
supported the reaffirmation of what we did last
month, I sdppért the concept 6f cooperation by
compromise.
| MR. WILLE: I would like to m%ké a state-

ment as to why I voted the way I did. - I was not
here at the last meeting so consequently I did not
get to vote on the memorandum of understanding. I
was not made aware of the memorandum of understandd
ing until iust a few weeks ago when I received a
copy of it. Under those conditions and being
totally ignorant of the fact that we are talking
. about public meetings, meetingé~with the public
and sb forth and so on and not knowiﬁg exactly
what the memorandum of understanding was and the
Commission is rescinding that memorandum; the
memora#dum ﬁas not actéd upon by the Commission

to start with except béck before my time, but the
memorandum of understanding which'went in in 1975
was not acted upon by the Commission, I don't feel
that the Commission has any right to act on

rescinding it because the Commission did not pro-

mulgate it or did not authorize it to start with.
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1 feel the same way Marc doe;:about this
cooperation thing, I am definitely with the staff.
I feel that when the recommendations from the
letter by Mr. Soileau to Mr. Angelle was given to
Mr, Ferrarelli and asked if Mr. Ferrarelli wouid
answer this letter, my feelings would be that no
action at all éhould be taken by the Commission
until we find out exactly how Mr. Ferrarelli is
going to answer this lettér. I feel that the Com-
mission is kind of standing in limbo on this thing
by rescinding something that never existed to
start with, That is my feeling on it,

MR. LUTT&ELL: I would like to respond
to thét, Mr. Chairman,

I have lived in the area, really within
just a few miles of the Red Dirt district, for the
past 30-35 years. We have been over ‘'a period of
time, 27 years from 1940, trying very hard to get
along with the federal forest people and we have
never been able to get any concessions and we have
never been able to improve the relations between
the Wildlife and Fisherieé Commission and the

Forestry Service.

QO
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I am the author of.the resolution of the
last meeting; and I have come to the point of view
we couldn't solve this thing the wéy we were going,
negotiating back and forth, back and forth, that
it was time to bring it to a head. 1 find that the
entire working staff on Red Dirt and Catahoula are
in complete agreement with me that it should be
terminated.

I believe that the termination of this
will do what théy want much’ quicker than it would

"if we took no action and just kept arguing. I am
still convincéd that my motion of last montﬁ is
correct, Let me tell you this; the people who are
aétuélly working there, the five or six people who
are on the ground, completely agree with me.

MR. JONES: Mr. Chairmaﬁ, I just wanted
to be sure that we got our pdsition out to every-
body that I spoke with Mr, JéanvLabeyre this morn-
ing. He called me, he is in New York attending’
some meeting, but he wantea me to say at the meet-
ing that he is solidly in favor of reaffirming thg
action that we took last month, If he were here,’
he said he would vote for 1it. |

/
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THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, sif.

MR. ROBERT MURRAY: My name 1is Robert
Murréy. I am a self-employed wildiife ecologist
from Baton Rouge. 1 Have two things to'say and a
question to ask.

The first thing I wduld like to say, 1
would like to commend the Commission on the action
they took iast month regarding this Forest Service
issue, and on the reaffirmation of that‘this ﬁorn—
ing, jﬁst now. I think thdt was great.

| I would like to call to your attention
something. I.am a member of a number of c§nserva—
tion organizations and professional groups, and

the Wildlife Society in their annual meeting this

*

month in San Antonio, Texas, next month, in Octobet
beginning October 9, will consider this issue as
it has for several years. They made two field
trips, the Forest Game_Commifﬁee of the South-
eastern Section of the Wildlife Society has made
two field trips into Louisiana in the 1970's and
as a'fesﬁlt of each -of these, certain recommenda-
tions have been made regarding the management of

habitat on these lands. These recommendations
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have}been largely ignored by the U, S.:Forest
Service as well as the recommendations éf the
Wildlife Society that they conduct research An the
habitat prbblem.

.But after last year'in Jackson,'Missis—
sippi, there was a hectic session and the Forest
Service outnumbered the state employees at the
Forest Service session and it was the feeling of a
numbgr of us that there was a considerable amount
of misunderstanding.because of the limited time.

I have a letter here -- I do not have extra copies
of it -~ but here is a four—page,letter and eco-
nomic analysis tha; was done by the Forest Service,
and I can tell you frém the tone of this letter
that the chairman of this Forest Wildlife Committee
has done a complete about-face. He was for an
economic assessment. Now he has read what the
Forest Service provided him as an economic assess-
ment, and he, too, feels as I did at the meeting
and all of your staff felt there, that there is no
economically feasible resource in these lands that
we are talking about in the Kisatchie Forest.

The third thing -- in other words, this

[=1+]
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is just to tell you that you are not by yourself.
A number of people, including the Wildlife Society
which is a prestigibus group in the sense that thej
are listenéd to a good deal in Washington, the
Wildlife Society is concerned -- this 1is ﬂot just
a Louisiana issue. Arkansas and Texas are real
prominent in this. They have had similar problems
to ours, and it is a bad public land management
issue and they have recognized it as such. The
Wildlife Society is told to look forward to a
spirited meeting on the 10th of October, Monday,
the 10th,

A question that I haQe that bothers a
number of us is the contradictory regulatioﬁs
that presently—exist on the two national wildlife
management preserves. They were formerly Red
Dirt and Catahoula Wildlife Management Areas. Now
this Commission back at a summer meeting set
seasons for regulated taking of either sex deer
for a five-day harvest of either sex deer. It is
my understanding, and it was in a news release,
that the Commission rescinded this season, and yet

in spite of this season, with the paramount

<
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authority for the setting of regular seesions for
tﬁe taking or protection of native wildlife on
anybody's lahd; anywhere in the sovereign State of
Louisiana,.other regulations are in existence. It
might be a mistake on the part of the Forest Ser-
vice. They may not be well aware of the regula-
tions you have set, but in your rescinding the
regulations you took what was a five-day managed
either sex hunt, beginning December ;7, and for'
that you substituted the seaeons as pre§a11 on the
outside, which entail a one-day either sex season
in early November and a one-day either sex season
on December 17, but the Forest Service is issuing
permifs right now to hunt on these national wild-
life preserves, and they are issuing with that a
brochure or printoet of theirAregulations which
state -- which is in effect your old regulation
except they can't take turkey with a muzzleloader,
I don't know how that got in there -- but for some
reason they still contend in opposition to your
news release.

So, I think you owe this to the deer

‘hunters of the state.. I would dread seeing somethimg
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that has happened on Georglia-Pacific a’°good many
years ago wheré the sheriff seized a deér that you
had allowed people to take under the right #nd
#uthority set by you. It didn't keep the deer
from spoiling, the 'fact that you were right and
had legally set the seasons, and the sheriff was
in error in his interpretation of the iaw.

This is what we are headed for in this
instance possibly, where we will have a confronta-
‘tionAand the deer hunters themselves will bé vic-
timized by the lack of clarity in the law.

I would urge the Commission to take
whatever action is appropriate to resolve this

~issue, to clarify. It might be that'you want to pt
it on the’agenda of the next meeting, and I think
when you ﬁant to legally change the season, if 1
am correct. about the Administrative Procedures
Act, you would ﬁeed to have it on the agenda to
take action like.this. Now undgr your ability to
‘take-eﬁergency action,-you have cloéed the season
as an emergency, but now we have from that déte
till the season opens a considerable amount of

time, and jou might certainly check with your

QO
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legal advisor on this; and check on yoﬁ; authority
for reguléting this because as it stands today we
are headed for a big mess of confusion‘regarding
the taking of deer on these areas. _

. THE CHAIRMAN: Mr, Murray, I would ask
you when you could to summarize it aﬁd-give us your
recommendations as to the time.

MR. MURRAY: Well, I am not an attorney
and on the recommendations for what action to take,
I think you check with your counsel and see, but I
/will state that there is confusion oﬁ this issue as
it stands to date, and it might be necessary for
you to reeanct -- what I would suggest you do, you
invité the Forest Service here and see if they
propose to héve thése regulations. You might con-
sider giving them to them, but first I would want
to find out how they would control those last four
days when you consider that it is closed

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: Red Dirt and Catahoula?

'MR. MURRAY: Un-huh, because in my judg-
ment andlI think the judgment of your staff; they
do not have the mechanics. Your staff has a tre-

mendous amount of experience in operating managemen

3208
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areés‘efficiently and they coordinate it with your
enforcement people; certain marking and checking of
deer, either séx &éer that are legal only 6n the
management area‘has to be transpbrted off the man-
agement area to.somebbdyfs freezer at home or to be
divided among the members of the party, and there
is no provision that the Forest Service has I know
of for this, As a matter of fact, the only thing
they propose to do is>to give you a permit to hunt
in there. They have no checks, no measurements or
anythihg, and the seasbns that they are anndun;ing
are in direct conflict'with the season that you
have set. | .

THE CHAIRMAN: I am sure tﬁé staff will
work on it and work.it out, If I read you right,
what you have told us, theré are two points, and
that is, number oné, fﬁgt you think they are
running the.U. S. Fore;t éervice like they run the
U. S. Postal Service "and, secondly, that they have
screwed up the deer season ana the check stations,
and I am sure that our biologists will work that

out. Thank you very much,

'MR. LUTTRELL: I would like to respond

[53
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to that; I haQé done quite a#lot of research -
because; as 1 told you a while ago; that is near
my home. |

Now those two preserves are managed under
a Presidential Prociaﬁation. Now part of that
Presidential Proclamation was that the Secretary
of Agriculture would set the rules for taking of
game on those ‘two. Now the Secretary of Agricul-
ture has given that fight or that power to the
Secretary af Forestry, so if the mandate of the
proclamation i s good for what we think it is, then
it is géod for them changing these rﬁles.

MR. MURRAY: Well, see, youAhave researched
it and I hadn't, but still the fact remains that =--
and my only purpose here is not to give‘you counsgl
and guidance except ﬁo'mll you that a problem does
exist an& I thought it might be a simple misunder-
standing because your published regulationg say one
thing and the Forest Service p&ﬁlisﬁed regulations
say something else, and so it might be that if this
‘is the case, Mr. Luttirell, I think it would be

appropriate to issue new releases, because we don't

‘|lwant that deer hunter, I would certainly hate to
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see him céught éut there in 6ﬁe of these situations
where confusion exists.

THE CHAIRMAN: Well; let me assﬁre you
~that some problems do exist there, Thaﬁk you, Mr,
Murray. |

MR. LUTTRELL: You are correct and we are
all in sympathy with you and now with the reaffirma
tion Ef this resolution we'perhaps'will bé in a
position to do that.

But I would like to say this, Mr.
Vujnbvich and Mr. Casé, I'Believe it was, Dr. St.
Amant is completely on your side. Tﬁere has only
been one time since I havg'been on this Commission
I haven't been with him when he comeé down to
check your regulations on oysters and shrimp. How
much he can do to help you, I do not know, but I
can tell you this, he will be fighting to the very
bitter end fo help you. VWe afe the same_way with
the other thing up there. |

.THE CHAIRMAN: VWe will; too. Mr. Jones.

MR, JONES: Sometime ago we decided that
we.would haﬁe the 1978 public hearing on seasbns

and bag limits in southwest Louisiana and have it
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 something!

in Lake Charles,. 'I.ém informed that the following
dates are open for the facilities -~ either May 11
12 and 13, or'May'18, 19 and 20,  i believe it
would be appropriate if we decide wﬁich of those
tines so we can begin to make the arrangements for
the motels and what-not. TheAdates.£hey.have»
available for the 1lth, 12th and 13th, or the.l8th
19th and 20th. I think they are talking about |
doing it all at the Chateau Charles, and they have
the meeting rooﬁs available but they would like
for us to tel; them now,

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Jones, the Secretary
and the Chair would entertain a recommendation
from you aé’to what date ybu would like.

MR. JONES: Whatever the Secretary
desires 1is all right vith me.

THE CHAIRMAN: All right, Pie, tell them

MR; YANCEY: That second date is better.

THE CHAIRMAN: The second date, Mr.
Jonés.

MR. JONES: The 18th, 19th and 20th.

I move that we set it at that time.

Bas
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"man and Members of the Commission, I would like

-Moreau. - He comes as a CPA with 14 years of exper-

MR. WILLE: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: We have a motion and a
secon&. All in favor say aye. |

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

(No response)

That'is when it is gding to happen,

Mr. Angelle, you wantéd to introduce
sbme new staff members today?

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Yes, sir. Mr. Chair-

to introduce to. you today one ﬁérson who is now

t he Uﬁdersecretary of the Department of Wildlife
énd Fisheries, as provided.byhour ne& legislative
act in reorganization. The young‘man has been

around since last Monday. His name is Michael

ience with the state government. We are real
happy and I think he will be of tremendous help
in vorking out our management and finance problems,

Michael, would you stand up so you can
be introduced?

MR, MICHAEL MOREAU: I would just like

i
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to say hoﬁ good it is to be with the Department
*and I hope I can live up to the expectations of
Mr. Angelle. |

THE CHAIRMAN: We are glad to have you
with us. | ”

SECRETARY ANGELLE: Thank .you, Micﬁael.
Also, next to him is Mr. Ed Sharp, who is the
new budget analyst from the Division of Administra-
tion who is going to be working also in our Eudget
and dealing with management and finance. We are
happy to have Ed. He comes in with a lot of
experience, formerly with the State Polige. -Both
of them are great hunters and fishermen and out-
doorsmen and I think can contribute a hell of a
lot to the ﬁroper management and efficient opera-
tion of our department. Ed, would you stand up.

(Mr. Sharp acknowledged the

intrdduction.) | B

THE CHAIRMAN: Glad to have you with us,
Ed.

MR. WILLE: I heard a.rudor here from Mr.

Berry a while ago. Ed, is it true that you are

Ralph Pearlman's nephew? (Laughter)

~
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~on that, eh? (Laughter)

THE CHAIRMAN: You didn't hear that from
me, I can tell you for sure!

SECRETARY ANGELLE: You take the fifth

- THE CHAIRMAN: All I can say is God hates|

ugly and Wille.tOps the 1ist!' (Léughter)
SECRETARY ANGELLE: One other item;‘Mr.

Chairman, and this deals with the Commission. On
October 9 through 12 is the annual Southeastern
meeting and convention which will be heid in San
Antonio,Texas. The Cémmission members are,~as'you
know if you have received your mail, invited. It
is aﬁ expense~paid convention and meeting and one

that I think you would enjoy attending, gaining a

hell of a lot of knowledge from the other directors|

and other commissioners from throughout the 17
southeastern s;ates.

Wﬁat I suggest we need is an authoriza-
tion from the Commission authorizing Commission
‘members to go out of state so we can pay you when
you come back. Whoever is interested in attending.

MR. WILLE: So move.

MR, LUTTRELL: Second.

o
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THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Wille;
seconded by Mr, Luttrell. Any opposed?
(No response)
~So ordered.
. Is there any other Commission business
to come before the meeting';hié morning?
MR, JONES: I move wé adjourn,
THE CHAIRMAN: We stand adjourned.
Thank you, ladies and gentlemen.
...Ihereupén;-at 12:00 o'clock

noon, the meeting was adjourned.

Kathryn G. Chamberlin,
Reporter. '
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V.I, the undersigned reporter, DO HEREBY

~CERTIFY that the above and foregoing (119 pages

of typewritten matter) is a true and correct

transcription of the tape recording and of the

stenographic notes of the proceedings herein,

~transcribed*by ae, et the time and place herein-

before noted.

New Orleans, Louisiana, this 17th day of

October, 19 77.‘1rv"- ”g;,wﬁ}wﬁ;;.;jgﬁﬁ.
, Kathryn G. Chamberlin
Reporter.
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