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. « « The Board Meeting of the Louisiana
Wild Life and Fisheries Commission convened at
10:00 o'clock a.m. on Tuesday, April 24, 1973, at
the Wild Life and Fisheries Building, 400 Royal
Street, ﬁew Orleans, Louisiana, Lloyd J. Autin,
Vice-Chairman, presiding. .'. .
PRESENT WERE:
L. J. AUTIN, Vice Chairman
D. G. BERRY
H. C. LUTTRELL
J. THOMPSON
(Chairman J. G. Jones arrived
during the meeting and assumed
the chair, as noted at that

point in the proceedings.)

— — — — — —

LYLE ST. AMANT

1. Proposed dredging in Calcasieu River at (8)
West Lake, 3/4 miles north of I-10
Highway, Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana,

for sand and/or fill material by Rimmer
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& Garrett, Inc., General Contractors,

of Rayne, Louisiana,

2. Ratify agreement between Radcliff Materials,

Ing. and Ideal Cement Company whereby
Radcliff Materials desires to issue a
permit under their. Pointe-Au-Fer égree—
ment to.Ideal Cement Co. to take and
remove shells and shell deposits from
the area covered thereby effective ..
March 1, 1973 and to terminate

March 22, 197S5.

JOE L. HERRING

3. Proposeé Marsh Island legislation,

4. COmmission resolution pertaining to flood
crisis.

5. Ratify closing turkey season *—.Point Coupee
Parish.

HARRY SCHAFER

6. Setting of the spring shrimp season.

OTHER BUSINESS

7. Amendment to State Motor Boat Act.
8. Issuing authority legislation as it pertains
to sport hunting and sport fishing

licenses.
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OTHER BUSINESS (Continued)

Discussion of Morganza Floodway situation.
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CHAIRMAN AUTIN: We will ask Mr.
Ensminger to propose --

MR. THOMPSON: Before that, do you want
to tell them where the Director and Mr. Yancey are?

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, go ahead.

MR. THOMPSON: By way of explanation,
our Director, Mr. Angelle, and his aséistant, Mr.
Yancey, left at five o'clock this morning, going
to the Southeast Directors Association meeting in
Arkansas. I don't know if that is the correct
terminology, but that is the reason for their
absenée here at the meeting today.

THE CHAIRMAN: All right, Allan. ‘I‘ile
proposed Marsh Island legislation.
| MR. ALLAN ENSMINGER: Gentlemen of the
Commission, as you all are well aware, the Louisi-
ana Wild Life and Fisheries Commission, during the
1971 session of the legislature, supported a bill
that was passed and bgcame law to set aside a por-
tion of 6ur annual income on Marsh Island for a
perpetuation fund.

In the bill that was passed at that time,

which was known as Act 62 of 1971, there was not a
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specific claﬁse included in it to speli out that
the intgrest accrued from this perpetuation fund
would become a part of the fund. This problem has
come up with the State Treasurer's Office. She
feels that this is in violation of the Idle Funds
Act and therefore the Russell Sage Foundation, who
is half-owner in the mineral rights to Marsh Island,
hés refused to permit additional leasing angd:
mine:ai exploration work on the island.

It has been suggested by the State
Mineral Board and the Russell Saée Foundation both
that a bill be intrpduced in this upcoming session
of the legisiatﬁre to correct this situation by
amending the existing law with another act to pro-
vide that interest accrued from the fund would
revert back to the fund and become a part of it._
This was our original intention and it is important
that this be amended so that we can proceed with
the mineral activity at Marsh Island and also to
proceed to build up this perpetuation fund.

I would like to recommend that our Com-
mission adopt a resolution supporting legislation

to be introduced in this session to amend this
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situation on Marsh Island.
MR. BERRY: So move,
MR. LUTTRELL: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Berry, seconded by Mr. Luttrell. Is there any'
objection?
(No response)
So ordered.
(Text of the resolution
is here made a part of
the record.)

WHEREAS, Act 47 of 1944, as
amended-by Act 157 of 1954, and further
amended by Act 62 of 1971, established
a Trust Fund to be derived from a por-

" tion of the revenues from oil, gas and
mineral leasing on the Marsh Island
Wwildlife Refuge and Game Preserve; and

WHEREAS,‘folloQing the passage
of the 1971 Statute,'an interpretation
was made by the State Treasurer's
office which did not allow for the

accrued interest on monies in the
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Trust Fund to become a part of ;he‘fund
but rather to be deposited in»thé State's
General Fund; and

WHEREAS, it was not the inten-
tion of the Louisiana Wild Life and
Fisheries Commission, the State Mineral
Board, The Ruséell Sage Foundation nor
the Legislature that such a condition
was to be applicable in this inst#nce:
and

WHEREAS, due to the reversionary
rights of the Russell Sage Foundation,
additiohal geophysical leasing and sub-
sequent oil, gas and mineral development
on Marsh Island have been prohibited
until the intent of the Trust Fund is
fully complied with,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wild Life and
Fisheries Commission is in favor of
legislation being introduced during
the 1973 regular session of the

Legislature in order to correct the
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situation to provide for the deposition:
of interest accrued on investments from
the Marsh Island Perpetuatipn Fund into
fhe Fuﬁdr
THE CHAIRMAN: Lyle st. Amant will talk
about the proposed dredging in the Calcasieu River,
DR. LYLE ST. AMANT: Mr. Chairman and
Members of the Commission, we have two items here
this morning dealing withﬂperﬁits and leases. The
first is a request for a permit to dredée for sand
and fill material in the Calcasiéu River at West
Lake, three-gqguarters of a mile north of Highway
I-10 by Rimmér & Garrett, Inc., General Contractorg,
of Rayne, Louisiana.
| We have examined this regquest and find
that it meets the reguirements set forth by the
Commission and therefore recommend the permit be
granted;
MR. THOMPSON: I so move.
MR. BERRY; Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Thompson, seconded by Mr. Berry. Is there any

objection? Any discussion?

CEYL
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(No response)
Hearing none, so ordered.
(Text of the resolution
is here made a part.of
the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana wild’Life and Fisheries
Commission does hereby grant per-
mission to Rimmer & Garrett, Inc.,
General Contractors, to dredge in
Calcasieu River at West Lake, 3/4
mile north of I-10 Highway, Calcasieu
Parish, Louisiana, for sand and/or
fill material.
| DR. ST. AMANT: The second item is a
procedure by which an agreement haé been drawn up
between Radcliff Materials, Inc. and Ideal Basic
'Industries. Inc., whereby Radcliff desires to
issue a permit under its Pointe-au-Fer lease to
Ideal to take and remove shell and fill deposits
from the area covered thereby on March 1, 1973.
Now Rédcliff Materials holds a lease

for dredging of oyster shells, known as the

- T
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Pointe-au-Fer ‘lease. This area encompasses some
2,300 acres, and Radcliff has entered into an
agreement with Ideal Basic Industries to allow
them to dredge for shell in this area. Radcliff
Materials requeéts that Louisiané Wild Life and
Fisheries ratify this agreement between Radcliff
and Ideal. This is a standard procedﬁre. All of
our leases require that any such agreements be
ratified by the Commission.

This procedure is normal and it is
recommended that the Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission so ratify the agreement; However, the
Commission should make Radcliff and Ideal Indﬁs-
tries aware of the fact that dredging in this area
can only be carried out with the coﬁsent of the
Louisiana Attorney General since certain portions
of this area may be involved in establishing the
base line along the shore in this area. At -this
time all the mate:ial has been presented to the
Aﬁtornéy General's office concerning this matter
and an opinion should be forthcoming concerning
the extent of dredging to be allowed.

I recommend that we ratify the agreement

529
1] S

258

@a

HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans




Qnder these conditions.
MR. BERRY: I so move.
MR. LUTTRELL: Second. -
THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Berry, seconded by Mr. Luttrell. Is there any
further discussion? Any‘objection?
(No response)
Hegring none, so ordered.
(Text of the resolution
is here made a part of
the recofd.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the Louisiana
Wild Life and Fisheries Commission does
hereby grant permission to Ideal Basic
Industries, Inc., through its agreement
with Radcliff Mgterials, Inc. under
Pointe-au-Fer lease, to take and
remove shell and shell deposits from
the area covered thereby on March 1,
1973.
Dredging in this area can
only be carried out with the consent

of the Louisiana Attorney General since

ﬁﬁﬂ
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considerable portion of the industry and I expect

certain portions of this area may be
involved in establishing the base line
along the shore in this area.

THE CHAIRMAN: Do you want to proceed
with the shrimp matter now?

DR. ST. AMANT: O.K. Gentlemen of the
Commission and gentlemen_in the audieﬁce, we had
a meeting last Thursday in Bourg, Louisiana, in
which we went over in some detail the 1973 data

on the shrimp crop. At that time we talked to a

to go over this material again today in a brief
form so that those people here that did not see
it can be informed.

Now, to start off with, I don't think
there is anybody around that doesn't realize thét
1973 is going to be an unusual year. It'has been
an unusually cold winter, a loﬁg cold spring, and
we have got water everywhere. We have high, high
rivers. We have had unusually heavy rainfalls and
frequent rainfélls throughout the spring months,
and this environmental problem that has developed

is reflected in our shrimp data and in our
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. environmental data that we have collected.

Harry, I believe if you would point out
these things, it would simplify the thing. First,
I think if you look at water temperatures in the
top graph, you will see that the 1973 water tem-
peratures are at the very bottom. They are lower
than they have been at any time in recent years.
They are considerably lower than the ll-year aver-
age and they are way below the 1972 temperatures
which, of course, were associated with a mild
winter last Year. We are lookiné at the two
extremes. Last year we had a very mild situation
and an early spring. This year we have just the
Opposite,-aﬁ uhusually cold winter, a long, cold
spring and cold water temperatures.

Ndw, adding to this problem is the busi-
ness of the high rivers, the flood conditions, and
the excessive raiﬁfall; Here again the bottom
graph demonstrates the problem. In 1973 we £find
that the waters are much fresher. There is a lot
less salt, and they are well below the ll-year
average and extremely below the 1972 conditions,

particularly later on in April and May. This is

(-4
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~water. This is the rainfall only, and the bar

~well over a million last year and the year before.

a fact that none of us can control and we have
to operate with.

Can we look at the next slide, please?
This indicates the amount of acreage that we have

lost from fresh water. Now this 1is not the river

graph on the far right, 1973, shows that'we have
less acreage than we had in 1972 and in the three
previous years in our’nursery grounds. We are
somgwhére about the same ievel we had in '69 but
we are somewhét greater than we had in '64. If
you recall, '64 was a pretty bad year. We only
héve avlitﬁle better than about .7 million acres,

I guess it is, in the nursery area, as opposed to

We.h3ve some loss up there, mainly from rainfall.
This is not from the river flow.

Now if we can see the next slide, when
we gét in and around the rivér, we find something
élse happening. The graph on the right shows what
happens to the salinities in and around the Mis-
sissippi River. Thi§ happens to be ovef behind

the BohémiaASpillway. but the same thing 1is

Wj
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happening in the Atchafalaya Basin, Four League
Bay and those areas where great volumes of river
water are moving out, and it will a;so happen in
Lake Pontchartrain and probably Lake Borgne and
the - Mississippi Sound. The water drops down to
practically fresh conditions, zero, and if you
iook at the other lines, you wi;l see how this
area looked in normal years. We have dropped
our salinity considerably.

In other words, here is another condition
td be added to the excess rains that we have had
up in these areas fhat has resulted in sharp drops
in the amount of sait in the air.

Can we look at the next slide? We have

.5een working with the effects of the Mississippi
River on shrimp production for some years now; and
these'graphs indicate that there is a relatiohsh&p

'between'the river stage and shrimp production.

Now the top line represents high river stages.
That is over one million cubic feet per second
flow, and that is taken above all your discharges.

We didn't want to get involved in what

went down Morganza and anything else, so these

S
] E:S%% HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
>0 . -



'@

16

river stages are measured up at Taﬁbert Landing,
which is up abdve all the outfall and represents
the total volume of water coming down the river.

If the river is high, which is the top
graph, we find that this occurred in the bad pro-
duction years, which were 1957, 1959, 196]1 and
1962. In the medium shrimp productioh years, we
find the river was in a medium condition, some-
where between 600 and 800 thousand cubic feet per
second, and our best shrimp prodﬁction, in '57,
'58, '61 and '62 =-- now these are brown shfimp
productions we are talking about ?; we héd the
lowest rivers. This year our river stages_aré
running above everything. They are arouﬂd 1.3
million cubic feet per second, so if this follows,
we can expect less production due to the excess
amount of fresh water.

These graphs show that this doesn't
necessarily apply for the whole year. It might
be that we recuperate and have a good white season
or we may not. What this shows is that in a good
brown year and a poor thte year, which is the

broken line, we had low river stages in the early

o0 :
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part of the year, in the spring, and we had rela-
tively high river stages in August and Septémber.
Now the water 1is alﬁays lower in August and
September, so this is a relative thing.

In the years that Qe had poor brown
catches and good wﬁite production, we had high
rivers like we have'now in the spring and then when
the river did go down, it went down below normal
in August and September and July, and then we
came up with some pretty gooé white catches. This
was 1963 and again in '64, so if the rivers decline
and drop down into normal or below.normal, we can
then hope that we can come up with a reasonablé
white shrimp production later in the year}

Now we are going to talk about what we
have out there in the way of shrimp. The funny
thing about these data is that you have got a
pretty good crop of shrimp moving in. These are
the larval shrimp, on the very bottom line. You
can see more of them moved in than in 1972 and
even more than '51, so the shrimp came in. We
can't say that they didn't arfive,

Let's look at the next slide, please.

gggg‘ HELEN R. DIETR]CH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orlcans
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This will confirm this. The 1973 production is
the yellow curve. It is guite high, and we had
a peak production in March. The 1972 production,
which is the flatter line, was even less than this
year, but the amount of these post-larvae moving
iﬁ'is not always the answer to a good year. You
can look at those two high peaks, 1964 and '65.
We had a tremendous amount of larvae moving in and
yet something happened to them. Now we think in
1964 what happened, the shrimp came in'too early.
We had a lot of rain and cold weather and they
died. When it came time to f£ind the young ones,
tﬁey weren't therg.

In 1973 we have simiiar conditions that
we had in '64. We have fresh water and cold tem-
perétures,'but the shrimp came in later, and we

are going to find more of these will survive. How

many remains to be seen.

"May we see the_nexﬁ slide? This shows
you what the shrimp sizes are right now. Now
40 millimeters is the biggest shrimp we are find-
ing., These are in Barataria Bay, and this is

about an inch and a half long. That is the bigges;

6c0d
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stuff Qe are finding out of this crop. Everythiﬁg
else in Terrebonne and Timbalier and even out west,
they are smaller than this. This runs somewhere,
for your information, about 12 to 1500 to the
pound, so they are a little bit too small to work
with right now. They have got to move from at
least 1200 to the péund to somewhere in the neigh-
borhood of 90 to 100 to a pound before you can
feel that you have a marketable shrimp.

May we look at the next one? This
represents the growth rate, and here is the thing
that is kind of worrying us a little bit. The
top line represents the 1972 growth rate, which
was pretty fast. .It shows the size of the '72
shrimp as of this date in there. Now the 1973
crop'is on the bottom line. It is just not grow-
ing as fast and they are smaller. That is the
same state, same week in April, and they are con-—
sidérably smaller than they were a year ago.

May we léok at the next one, please?

The catch, however, is gobd. You will see that
the most shrimp are being caught in the Barataria

Bay area, which is right in the center and it is

500
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the one that is farthest away, pretty much, from
the rivers where we have a lot of fresh water.
The next highest bunch of shrimp are being caught
in the Timbalier complex, and then over in the
Terrebonne Bay-Pelto complex. Now that No. 5 is
down because the western part of that Five, over
toward the Atchafal%ya system, has not been knockegd
out because of the fresh water and there is not as
much shrimp there. Area 7 is Calcasieu. It is
low. I am not too concerned about this, because
that area usually runs three or four weeks late.
It is possible thét things will work out over on
that side pretty well.

Let me gee the next one. The average
catch we are making iﬂ areas where shrimp do occur
this year is surprisingly good. As a matter of
fact, we are catching more shrimp per unit of
effort in 1973 than we caught in '72. This indi-
cates that where the shrimp are, there is a pretty
good crop. It is just that they are not in many
places. The acreage has been reduced and they
are still small, but if nothing happens in that
limited acreage of salt water where we do have

shrimp, we should have a pretty good density and
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when the season does open, you should make some
pretty fair catches, until they are depleted, at
least.

One interesting thing we fan into is
shown there. Normally, this graph represents
shrimping out in the deep bays, like out in the
miadle of Terrebonne Bay, Timbalier Bay, Bara-
taria Bay. We usually run samples out there
every year to see when these juvenile shrimp tend
to move in there. 1In this time of year there
usually are not very many. They are all back up
in the marshes and in the very shallow waters,
bﬁt in this year we are finding a high numbér of
very tiny shrimp out in the Opén water bays, and
we think what;has happened here is that the fresh
water has pushed them dowh. Your juvenile shrimp
even at this early, early stage, only about an
inch or an inch and a half long, are out in this
deep water, where they don'flnormally occur. .

Let's try the next one.

MR. BERRY: Doctor, are théy more sub-
jected to fish eating them out»hefe than they

would be back in the bays?

’
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bR. ST. AMANT: Possibly, Mr. Berry, but
I suspect that, everything being equal, our biggesy
problem is not predation. It is going to be
whéther or not they survive the temperatures and
fresh water. Shrimp are always subject to preda-
tion somewhere along their cycle and we just don't
have the informatioﬁ on,it.

Now, projecting the growth rate and pro-
jecting our shrimp crop on a growth rate of 1.5
millimeters per day, which is a pretty fast growth
rate, but it is the one that we ﬁse each year, so
we decided to use it to see what it looks like;
these shrimp'that we are looking at how, about 55
percent of them will be available for tﬁe market.
The& should be bigger than 100 céunt, probably
down around 70-80 count, by May 28. At this time
they will be growing very fast, and the week beforg
that you would not expect to have more than ten
percent projected available. That is how much
change can occur.

We feel, without any other evidence to
the contrary, that we can expect these shrimp to

begin to grow this fast as soon as the water
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temperatures get a little warmer, because each
year, even in yearslwhen we have found this prior
to now, we have found that they tend to catch up.
There is a possibility that if the growth rate or
the water temperatures stay down, then this pro-
jection would be incorrect, and by the end of May
our shrimp would be.quite small and really not
usable.

But, under the law, the best we can
recommend to the Commission today is that the’
season be opened on May 25, which is the latest
possible date. Now in the past the industry has
asked that the season be opened on Monday if pos-
sible. If you want to go to a Monday, you are
going to have to go to May 21, so that would put
you back at a period that they would be guite
small,

My recommendation to the Commission this
morning is that we go to the latest possible date;
but if they see fit - and if the industry so desires
to open on a Monday, then they would have to go
back to the 21st. Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any comments from the

a0
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audience? Would you come up to the microphone and
state your namg, sir? |

MR. LEO KERNER: My name 1is Leo Kerner.
I am.the Justice of the Peace of Lafitte, Bara-
taria and Crown Point.

Gentlemen of this Commission, these are
no£ the thoughts that I will express of the canners'
or the freezers or myself. These are the thoughts
of the fishermen, successful fishermen, fishermen
that derive 95 percent or more.of their income,
péople who go out and catch these shrimp to make a
living. I know at this time a lot of fishermen
wﬁo have spoke during the past week are confused
on account of the high water. This is something
that we haven't had in maybe 30, 40 or maybe 100
years. We have never had water this high.

But common sense can tell you that the
'25th of May is too late to open the shrimp season,.
If yéu think the trawlers are going to destroy the
shrimp, how come in the month of April the Conser-
vation was called here because théy had violated
in the inland watefs? Why? Because they had

large white shrimps to catch. You don't see
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violating the law in December, in January and
February and March. They do it in April and
before this high water came we had large white
shrimp, but when they open the season in May, will
they have large white shrimp? No. Did the
trawlers catch them? No. They didn't have nobody
trawling. What happened to them? They went back
home. That's what happened to tﬁem. They come
from the Gulf at the mercy of the currents and
they go back to the Gulf. Whenever they get large
they are going back. '

One thing I want to say, though. When
certain ladies from the area where I live called
the Conservation, the service was tfemendbus.

They went in there to stop them from violating,
and I want to compliment the Conservation here.
I think they have really.got a good one and i
believe that they could really enforce the law
because the way they acted when they was called
was terrific.

If anybody in this room ever thinks that
the inside waters of Louisiana will produce any

large shrimps in guantitites, they are wasting
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their time. It has never happened. It will never
happen, because Louisiana produces small shrimp.
Let's look at the State of Mississippi. We have
got people moving in from Mississippi. Where?
Into Louisiana, to can shrimp. Why? Because they
don't have shrimp in Mississippi? No. Because
they are too stupid.to open them when.they are
there. That's the reason that every year they
will tell you that there's a lot of shrimp in Gulfj
port ang Biloxi but they are too small to catch,
and then the Conservation will say, "Come in and
catch them. They are large." But they don't
have any.

Why? Because they come in at the mercy
of the current and when the shrimps are large,
they are going back where they come from. Inland
waters don't have one iota to do with the shrimp.
They haven't had any shrimp in the inland waters
since January of this year, not enough to get
medicine if you needed a pound. You could drop
a trawl in Bayou Cuba and trawl it to Grand Lake
in the month of February and March and you couldn't

catch enough to make a medicine or a pack on a
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boil.» You have to rely on that Gulf of Mekico,
ang the day that the Gulf of Mexico does not pro-
vide the shrimps in inland waters, you are not
going to have any shrimp 'in inland waters. 'If
you put a levee that Gulf waters can't come intd
the Lake, you will never have a shrimp.

They have got water in Baton Rouge. Why
they d&h'ﬁ catcﬁ shrimp in Baton Rouge? They've
got Qater at Shreveport. Why they don't catch
shrimp in Sﬁreveport? Why they doﬁ't catch shrimp
in the Mississippi River? It is because you don't
get the Gulf waters in there. That's why.

| We used to open the shrimp‘in Louisiana

on April 15 and for about five days\you caught big

- white shrimp. Then you caught Iess big white

shrimp and a few Brazilian, less white shrimp,

more Brazilian. We went along with them to close

.April,ls and the law that you have on the books

was‘the law that the fishermén made, and that was
May 15 with a flexibility. We had a flexible law
in there because at that time we didn't want to go
later than May 15, but we could have went earlier,

but we didn't want it, and I was one of them that
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helped write that law in Louisiana.

Since, we have been bpening the season

»arOund May 15, since 1964. Check the record.

Check the record. That is the only thing you can~
live by. You can't live by the future because
nobody can predict that. There ain't nobody here
on this earth can predict the future,.but we can
go back from.thé past, and since we have been
opening the season around May 15, we have been
having good season on the inland waters. The
only thing that disturbs me and a lot of the
fishermen in the area is that when you start to
open the seasbn late and the shrimps are gone,
who is going to take care of these fisherhen who
have had their‘boats tied up since December 20 of
1972? Do you think that those people can make a
living trawling with about 30 days a year? It
is impossible.

Now they have said that you might have
a good white season. What is the difference, if
you catch the shrimp brown or you catch the shrimp
white? What is the difference, as long as you

catch the shrimp. That is what you have to do.
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Wwhat is the difference if you don't catch any
brown and you wait to catch the white? Why wait
when the shrimps are there?

The.Justice of the Peace officé has been
in my family for about 80 years, and you can check
all the records from my Granddad to myself and the
énly time of the yeér that you ever get violationé
for shrimp is in the month of April, the month of
July and trawling small shrimps in the latter part
of chober and November and December. Why don't
they trawl the rest of the months? 'Because they
don't have the shrimps in the restlof the months.
That's why. But in April you can catch a gooa
white shrimp and a lot of them for about a week or
ten days. In the month of July when they close it
that's when the Brazilians are large and those
boys will go out there and catch a large Brazilian
so they can make money. They get more for poundage.

In October and December there is a 1lot
of small shrimp bﬁt they are undersized and why
do they have a 68-count on those shrimp from the
month of October on is beyond me, because I am 49

years old; I have been fooling with seafood
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since I am 14 years old. I have never in my 1life
yet saw the shrimp make the count in the latter
part of October and November and December to any
quantities in my lifetime, and I don't think any-
body here has ever seen it, either.

So, I call on this Board to consider the
people who catch the shrimp and I am not here
representing the small boats or the large boats
but I will have to admit that I am here represent-
ing the smali boats today because they are involved
Théy are involved because thé large boats have
been trawling all the time. There is no iaw there
against that; This season here is for the small
boats and they have to rely on this season_to make
.money, according to the last, past eight or ten
years, because the August fishing has been very,
very light.

So, I would ask you to take into consid-
eration the.émall fishermen whose season begins
now, whose boatsvha§e been tied up since December
20, 1972, who have dependéd more on this first
fishing than the second fishing. These fishermen

need sixty days and I ask you, the Commissioners

1
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here, to set the season from May 15 to July 15.
Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Is there anybody.else?

MR. CAMERON WEBSTER: I am Cameron
Webster, éresident of Louisiana Shrimp Assbciation
I would like to recommend to the Commission that'
all aspects of the industry, including the small
boats as well as the large boats, the canners,
the freezers, the drying platforms, the sportsmen,
go along with Dr. St. Amant's regommendations.

First of all, Mr. kernér is representing
the  small boats. Well, there are other people
invplved in the business besides the small boats.
The;e are large boats, the sport fishgrmen, and
what have you. Now, from what Dr. St. Amant has
pointed out, we have lesssalinity in the water,
higher water levels, smaller larvae, Everything
points that opening the season earlier than the
latest day possible is going to be a disaster
economically.

Now, going back to Mr. Kerner's point
of view, I sympathize with him and the small boat

fishermen, that if they have sixty days to £fish,
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that all the factors are against us right now.

that they havé to make a living. However, if they
catch £he shrimp too small, they can fish yéar
round and can‘'t make a living if they can't derive
the income from this product.

Now if we go along with Dr. St. Amant's
fecommendation, we are not only looking at the
potential of the season. Wé are also looking at
the potential of the.economic value of the product
If the shrimp are larger, we are going to get a
larger dollar value for the product. Over the
last eleven months, since May of '72, we have had
a steady decline in shrimp production in the State
of Louisiana. These figures from Dr. St. Amant's
gradlana.things don't point thét we are going to
have an increase in production. They don't say

we will. They don't say we won't, but we do know

I feel and would like to recommend to
the bommission and ask that éossibly we set the
date aé late as possible if it can be done and
perhaps a few days prior have another Commission
meeting and have Dr. St. Amant review his recom-

mendations and give us some more up-to-date, as
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we near the opening of the season, up-to-date
data, something to show us more what we are look-
ing at.

When Dr. St. Amang stood up here a few
minutes ago, opening up with his statement about
dredging the Calcasieu River and the potential
dreaging of oyster shell, the Commission sat right
here without a cqmment. He'recommended that they
accept his recommendation and they voted on it and
passed it without any contrast wﬁatsoever. Now
here we are looking at our poin; of view from an
economic value as well as a production value and
I-would like to see the Commission go along and
accept Dr. St. Amant's recommeﬂdation as they did

. about thé dredging of the oyster shells and the
drédging of the Calcasieu River, without any ques-
tions asked. After all, he is the biologist. If

" he is gqing to make recommendations and we are not
goin§ to accept them, then we should do away with
the Wild Life and Fisheries Commission, our chief
marine biologist, and put our monéy on the high-
ways or building the levees to protect ourselves

from the water.
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I recommend for the Louisiana Shrimp
Association that we go along with Dr. St. Amanﬁ's
recommendation of May 25 and perhaps several days
prior have another Commission meeting and review
the later data éhat Dr. St. Amant would have at
this time. .Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Any other
comments?

MR. KERNER: I just want to correct one
thing. He said I represent the small boats and
that is wrong. We represent small énd'big boats
and we spend more money to buy froﬁ big boats than
we do from small boats, but we don't represen£
either side.

THE 