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« « » The regular monthly Board meeting
of Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries Commission was
held on Tuesday, April 29, 1975, beginning at 10:00
o'clock a.m., at the Wild Life and Fisheries Build-
ing, 400 Royal Street, New Orleans, Louisiansa,
Harvey Clay Luttrell, Chairman, presiding.

PRESENT WERE:

HARVEY CLAY LUTTRELL, Chairman"
DOYLE G. BERRY, Vice Chairman

- MARC DUPUY, JR., Member 

JERRY Gl JONES, Member

JEAN LAPEYRE, Member

~ JIMMIE THOMPSON, Member
DONALD F. WILLE, Member

J. BURTON ANGELLE, Director

e e e S S ——

1. Approval of minutes of March 7, 1975. (7).

MR, RICHARD YANCEY

2, Land acquisition, Pomme-~de~terre tract in (118)
Avbyelles Parish,

MR, ALLAN ENSMINGER
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3. Request from Sun 0il Company to dredge canal _(8)
on Marsh island; .
4.. Request from Atlantic.Richfield Company to (11)
install two pipelinég across a portionm
of Pass-a-Loutre Wildlife Management
“Area,
MR. JERRY JONES
5. Reconsideration of regulatibns on Calcasieu (20)
Lake, Cameron and Calcasieu Parishes.
MR. GERALD MARTINEZ |
6. Adoptiou of Rules of Practice. (131)
DR, LYLE ST. AMANT | |
7. Setting of the spring shrimp season. lt38) .
8.‘ Request from Mérshland Dredging Company, Inc.,[(15)
Batbn Rouge, for permit fo dredge £ill
material from the Mississippi River at:
vicinity of Mile 229.6 to 230.3 AHP,
9. ‘Request.from Bal Construction Co.; Ine. of (16)
Belle Chasse, Louisiana, for permission
to remove fill material frdm the Missis-
sippi, right descending bank, central
to a point from 70.5 Miles AHP, in )
Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana,
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10. Request from B & B Tug Corporatibﬁ for per4lk (18)
o mission to remove approximately 70,000
cubic yards of fill material from Bayou
Laféurche in vicinity of Lee?ilie,
Lafourche Parish, Louisiana.

OTHER BUSINESS

11, Set date for June meeting. - : ' (36)
Rules of procedure for meeting. (4)
Reéognition and remarks of visitors. ~ (6)

CHATRMAN HARVEY CLAY LUTTRELL: Ladles
and gentlemen;‘may I have your attention, please.
We have a nice large crowd and this usuélly:indi?
cates a group ﬁf people who have things to say. |

I want to welcome you herg this morning
"and tell you that we are glad to have y&u and lay
dowﬁ some of the rules that we ﬁsually go by when
we have a crowd of this size.

It is going to be necessary ﬁhat we have
some understanding. I am sure that there must be

several groups and I hope that you have appointed

3
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- speak. I will ask that my Commission members feel

a speaker that cduld‘represent’theiviewpoint-of
your group. By doing that we can get the opinion
of all the peoplé involved in the question this
morning and at the same time cover the regular
business of the Wild Life and Fisheries Commiséion
I am going to have to ask that you do this: 1if
you care to speak, hbld up your hand and the Chair
will recognize you. When I do recognize you; I
want you to come to the mike so tﬁat you can be
heard, I want you to give your name and tell whom
you represent. Now our secretary sometimes misses
those names, so when you get through with your
comments, if you‘will go to the recorder and sign
the pad, then.we can get your name properly spellec
in the minutes. |

I.will ask>also, you that have been here
a long time know that my mode of operating is to

be rather lenient and let those pecple who care to

free to comment at any time but I will also ask
that they be recognized before speaking. This
will give us an orderly meeting with a large group

and we can get through in the proper time.

ot
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One of the most important things, of”
course, 1s to rgcognize our visitors., 1 see in the
back Mr. Buquet, former Commissioh member and a man
connected with the shrimpers and oyster people.
Glad to have you, Mr. Buquet, I also see Mr. Braud
newly électéd president of the Louisiana Wildlife
Federation. Mr. Braﬁd, would you care to say a
word? | _

MR. FRANCIS>BRAUD: Thank you,Mr. Chair-

t

man. Mr. Chairman and Members of the Commission,
ladies and g;ntlemen, I am Francis Braud. I anm’
president of the Louisiana Wildlife Federation and
it 1is encouraging to me to see such a group here
that are interested in the wise management of our
natural resources today and particularly the shrimp
in the area, and we want to assure you that the
Louisiana Wildlife Federation is going to cooPef-
ate withﬂfhe commercia1~péop1e as much as we have
in the past and we would like to continue to coop-
erate with you,

As you know, the sportsmen groups are

always a group that like an early season, as early

as possible, but we want to abide by the findings

60, :
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of>the research group of,the Wild Life and Fisher-
ies Commission staff. What they recommend and what
will be satisfactory to the commercial people we
will be gla& to abidé by.

| I thank you, Mr. Chairman; That is all
I have to say.» If anybody has any Questions; 1
would liké to be able to answer them. Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Braud.

‘We are always glad to have our neighbors
and co-workers; some of the people who may be a
littlé bit angry“with the Wild Life and Fisherieé
Commission at times might call you our co-~conspir-
ators., I woﬁldn't want to use that term.

Wé have a few routine things that we wili.
take first and then we will hear our shrimp people
last. We have-some people that need to get away
and some items that are so routine it won't take
long. |

The first item for consideration, of
course, wili be the approval or disapproval of the
minutes of March 7. Do I have a motion?

MR. WILLE: Seo ﬁove.

MR. THOMPSON: Second,

BOSH
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THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Wille, -
seconded byAMr. Thompson. All in favor, say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.,

o ‘ (No response)

So ordered,

We have a fequest from Sun 0il Company
to dredge a canal on Marsh Island. Mr. Allan
Ensminger will handle that, Mr. Ensminger.

MR. ALLAN ENSMINGER: Mr.vChairman and
géntlemen of the Commission, we have received a-
written reduest frbm Sun 0il Cbmpany~for two well
locations on the new leases at Marsh-Isiand. Both
of these wells are located on State Lease 6589 and
both will invélve the cénstruction-of short canals
“to the drilling sites.

The No. 1 well location is about a mile
"and a half south of our headquarters off Bird
Island Bayou and will involve construction of
about 1,600 feet of new canal into the marsh area‘
to reach the drilling site. The second well 1s =a
stub canal about 650 feet léng off an exisging oil

company canal on the eastern edge of this same

900
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léase.'vBoth of these well sites have been examined
on thé ground at Marsh Island and we feel that the
access routes can be approved and, of éourse, the
terms and conditions under which they purchased
thelr lease require that they abide by the regula-
tions incorporated by this Commission into their
permit, |

I would recommend that we do issue per-
mits to Sun 0il Company for the construction of
both of these access canals on their lease.

THE CHAIﬁMAN: You have heard the recom-
mendation,.gentléﬁenw What is your pleasure?

MR. WILLE: I so move.

MR. DUPUY: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Wille,
~seconded by Mr. Dupuy. 1Is there any discussion?

MR. DUPUY: Mr. Ensminger, in the event
of a dry hole, is there a provision in the regula-
tions which would require the plugging of the
canal? | |

MR. ENSMINGER: Yes, this will be iﬁcor~
ported_ into the letter permits issued to the company

that these wilil be plugged at our discretion, as

06
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;to‘whefe the plug’will be insfalled.
MR. DUPUY: Thank you.
THE CHAIRMAN: Any other discussion?
MR. BERRY: Question,
THE CHAIRMAN: Those in favor of the
recommendation, say aye.
IN UNISON:‘ Aye.
THE CHATIRMAN: Opposed; no.
(No response)
So ordered. |

A

(The full text of the

| a part of the record.)

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wild
Life and Fisherieé Commission has
received a request from Sun 0il Company.
to construct two access canals on
State Lease 6589 on bur Marsh Island
Wildlife Refuge to service their Nocg,
1 and 2 well location, and

WHEREAS, this work can be
approved provided certain terms and

conditions are iuncorporated in the

resolution.is here made -

5690
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permit to protect the interest of
.Marsh‘Island,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wild Life and Fish-
eries Commission does hereby approve
Sun 0il Company's request to install
two access canals on our Marsh Island
Wildlife Refuge located in Iberia
Parish to service State Lease 6589;

Well Nos. 1 and 2

| BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
necesséry terms and conditions be
ihcorporated in the permit to protecti
the wildlife interest of Marsh Island;
and |

BE IT ALSO FURTHER RESOLVED
that the Director is hereby authorized
to sign‘all documents pertaining to
this matter.

MR, ENSMINGER: The second thing I have
for your consideration today is a reéuest from
Atlantic Richfield 0il Company to install two pipe-

lines on cur Pass-a-Loutre Waterfowl Management

gGOQ
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Area. ATheée lines are two ten;inch lines that
will be éoming into the area from offshore produé-
:tion. They skirt along the very fringe of Soutgg
east Pass on the area, go through an area known as
Blind Bay on Pass—awLoutre; and cfoss the passes
of Pass-a-Loutre and North Pass. |

We have vefy little land that these pipé-v
lines will cross. Primarily our property consists
of the existing pass banks there. It is a very
narrow portion of the area that they will cross.
Atlantic Richfield has agreed to buy rigthOf—way
for 1,500 feet b;ck into the water area off the
edge of the pass bank from the Commission at cur
right—of;way fee 6f $30 a rod for a 100-foot
right-of-way.

I would recommend tﬁat we do issue a
right-of-way permit to Atlantic Richfield for the
installation of these two lines.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-
mendation, gentlemen. Do 1 have a motion?

MR. BERRY: So move. |

MR. WILLE: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Berry,

ggse

20/
23

@g

2

HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the compiete convention service in new orleans

Q8

—



é

13

. seconded by Mr. Wille. Any discussion? Those in

favor, say aye,
IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no.
(No response)

So ordered.

(The full text of the -
resolution is here made

a part of the record.)

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wild

Life and Fisheries Commission has

received a request from Atlantic Rich-

field Company to install two pipelines

across a portion of ocur Pass—a-Loutfe
Waterfowi Management Area, and
WHEREAS, this work can be
permitted provided certain terms and
éonditions are incofporated in the

right-of-way permit,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED

that the Louisiana Wild Life and
Fisheries Ccmmission does hereby

grant unto Atlantic Richfield Compény

bt
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.a loo?foot riéht—of-way across a portion
of our Pass-a-Loutre Waterfowl Management
Area near the junction of Pass;Q;Loutre
and North Pass for the purpose of the.
installation of two pipelines;

'~ BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
Atlantic Richfiéld Company be assessed
the fee of $30 per linear rod for this
right-of-way; o

BE IT ALSO FURTHER RESOLVED
‘that the Director is hereby authorized
 to sign all documents pertaining to this
right-of-way.
THE CHAIRMAN: Dr. St. Amant, we will

take No. 8 on your list.

and the other pecple, had any statement that you
would want to make. Now, you are at leisure to
go or to stay, just suit yourselves,

FROM THE FLOOR: I believe we will go.
We have no statement, sir, Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Doc, we are ready.

Oh, just a second. I didn't know whether

the people that we just finished with, the Sun 0il

&
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DR. ST. AMANT: Mr. Chairman and Members
6f the Commission, we have three items with
respect to requests for dredging permits. No. 8,
the first one, is by Marshland Dredging Company,
Inc., of Baton Rouge.i They are asking for a permit
to dredge for fill material ih the Miss%ssippi
River in the vicinity of Mile 229.6 to 230.3,

We have examined this érOposal. We find
it will have no effect on the Wild Life and Fish-
eries interesf in the area, and we would recommend
that they be granted a permit for onec year at a
royalty of five centé.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-
mendation., Do I have a motion?

MR. THOMPSON: So ﬁove.

Mk. LAPEYRE: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN:. Moved by Mr. Thompson;
seconded by Mr, Lapeyre. Any discussion? Those
in favor, say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no,

(No responée)

€o ordered.
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1)

16

(The'full‘tekt~of the-
resolution is here made
a part of the récord.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the |
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission does hereby grant per-
mission to Marshland Dredging Company,
Inc., to remove fill material from.the
| Mississippi River in the vicinity of
Mile Post 229.6 to 230.3 AHP, the per-
mit ta cover a peribd of one year from
April 29, 1975 to Aprii 29, 1976, at a
royalty rate of five cents per cubic
§ard. | | |
| THE CHAIRMAN: . K., Doc, No. 9.

Dﬁ; ST. AMANT: Item 9 is a reduest from
the Bal Construction Company, Inc., Belle Chasse,
Louisiana, for permission to remove fill material
from the Mississippi River on its right descending
bank at a point 70,5 miles AHP in Plaquemines
Parish., |

We have looked at this proposal and we

find that it will not materially affect any

500,
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interests that we have, and we recommend that they|
be granted a permit for one year at five cents.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-

mendation,

MR. WILLE:. So move.

MR. JONES: Second,

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Wille,
seconded by Mr. Jones. 1Is there any discussion?
Those in favor, say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed, no,

| (No response) |

So ordered,

| (The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the fecord.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisherles
Commission does hereby grant permis-
sion to Bal Construction Co., Inc.,
to remove fill material from thg.
Mississippi River on the right

descending bank, central to a point

0—-7—
g—egg‘l HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
286 )

goe



€

18

about,76.5 miles AHP, about A.S'Qiles
southerly from Belle Chasse; Plaéuemines
Parish, L&uisiana, the permit to cover

a period of one year from April 29,

1975 to April 29, 1976, at a roy#lty
rate of five cents per cubilec yard.

DR; ST. AMANT: Item 10 is a request by
the B & B Tug Corporation for permission to remove
approximately 70,000 cubic yards of fill material
from Bayou Lafourche in the Qicinity of Leeville,
to improve their land and to fill behind a bulk-
head. -

We Qould recommend that this permit be
granted for a period of one year, fi§e cents; or

that it be terminated upon the completion of the
work if it was before one year.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-
mendation, gentlemen. Do I ﬁave a motion?

| MR. JONES: So move,"

MR. LAPEYRE: I will second 1it,

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Jones and
secondfd by Mr. Lapeyre. Is there any discussion?

Those in favor, say aye.

-03333: HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
Booe : ~



IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN:

no.

Opposed,
(No response)
So ordered.
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana Wild Life and fisheries
Commission does hereby grant per-
mission to B & B Tug Corporation
‘to remove fill material from Bayou
"Lafourche in vicinity of Leeville;.
Louisiana, in the amount of approx-
imately 70,000 cubic yards, the
permit to cover a period of one year
from April 29, 1975 to April 29,
1976,

at a royalty rate of five

cents per cubic yard,

~—r ' NO HIATUS HERE,

19
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THE CHAIRMAN: We have Item No. 5, I

believe, to be handled by Mr. Jones.

. MR, JERRY JONES: Mr. Chairﬁan and Member

of the Comm?ssién, I think it was last month tha%
you adopted some rules and regulations tegarding
commercial netting in Calcasieu Lake. As you
recall, the legislatﬁre last year authorized the

Wild Life and Fisheries Commission to adopt regula

‘tions concerning netting in the lske. There has

been sort of a d%spute between the commercial
fishermen and the sport fishermen.

Since your last meeting the=gr6ups have
gotten together at the request of Senator Knowles

and Representative LeBleu and they have made a

‘recommendation that we reconsider one of the regu-

lations that was not adopted last time and that
regulation would provide that there would be no
net fishing during daylight hours from June 1
through Labor Day. This would apply only until
such time as we complete cur biliological study of
the lake.

Now I have a letter from'Senator Knowles

and from Representative LeBleu and it is signed by

g@@q . .
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- Association, approving it.

a:representative9of'the Big Lake Sport Fisherman -

Association and the Hackberry Commercial Fisherman

This morning I think we have one or two
people who may want to be heard, have some comments|
about this, Rollie, you want to be heard?

-THE CHAIRMAN: I recognize the gentleman,
I can't call his name, so will you give us your

name and who you represent.

MR. ROLLIE BANG: I am Rollie Bang and I

represent the commercial net fishermen there in

w

Cameron.,:

We wasn't invited to this meeting that
they got this agreement on, so we couldn't get 1in

on it, but there is five of us here this morning

from Cameron,
THE CHAIRMAN: You can gpeak for all five
of theﬁ, éan you not?
MR. BANG: .Yes, sir.
THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you.
MR: BANG: What they are asking for is to
close the lake frﬁm June 1 until the day after

Labor Day. We went to 2 meeting in Lake Charles

208
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of them got cussed out by a commercial fisherman

| two of my nets. One belonged to me and one beldnge

and listened to the sportsmen's association., One

who caught the man robbing his nets. Now, that
started the thing, as best we could understand.

But now they want to turn around and put us out of
business, Tﬁey don't want to stay in the lake with
the commercial fishefmen. That is exactly what was
said at the meeting up there in Lake Charles. They
just don't want to be in the lake while the commer-
cial fisherman is out there with his nets.

| Now we don't go up there and burn their

rice fields. We don't go up there and shoot their .

!

cattle. We don't go up there and rob their cash
registers, because we would go to jail. Three

weeks ago they went out there and they took both,

to my son. They were legally tagged, and they
totally déstro&ed them. I mean they just completel
destroyed them. Mr, Oliver Burrs last year, they
went down and poured gésoline in his boat, burned
his net, bufned his boat, burned his motor, put

him completely out of business, too. |

We can't get any protection, We went to

d

y
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license? I am paying the Commission over a hundred

the.sheriff's department. -We go to Fish and Wild

Life. There is no way to protect us, but now they
say that they can't get along with us in the lake

because one of them got cussed out.

Now, I believe that every man in this
building lnows that if I went down and took part of .
his paycheck or destfoyed his way of making a
1iving, I wouldn't be the one that would have to
get along with the otﬁer man. But now they are
telling us that they are going to pass a'petition
out aﬁd have all these people sign it to close the
lake completely.iike they did Chandeleur Sound, and
put‘us.completely out of business, if we don't go
along~witﬁ this thing and go outvthere at night and
fish instead of the daytime.

Now the best time for fishing is the time
they are asking to be closed. That is the‘only
time bird.schools go. Now, up there at this meet-
ing, we listerned to the sports talk., They catch
anywhere from 150 to 300 to 500 fish a day. They
will average anywhere from two to five pounds,

What do they do with these fish on a two-dollar

“"-”% HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC, the complete convention service in new orleans
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dollars a‘year to fish in that lake, -but. they can
go out there on a two-dollar license and take thesdé
fish. They either throw them away, give them away,
or they‘sell them, I sell everyvfish I catch, for
a living, and now they ﬁave cut my netting down
from 2,000 feet to a thousand fzet.

They are méking it hard on-us; We can't
fish none of the passes. They have got their
reserves. They have éof_;ll the north end of the
lake closed off already. Why should they come down
in Cameron Parish and close our lake? But they are
hiding a stick in their claws; they are telling us
that 1if we don't go along with this thing that they
are going to pass legislation to close the lake
completely.

That's all I have got to say about it,
I don't think it's right.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, sir.

| (Applause)

MR..THOMPSON: I would like to ask the

gentleman a question,

THE CHAIRMAN: Come back to the mike,

please.

B0
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MR. THOMPSON: How many fish do you catch
a year? Just roughly,

MR. BANG: Just roughly, I would say
maybe 10,000 pounds a year.

| MR. THOMPSON: That's all?

MR. BANG: I get forty cénts a pound. I
make around $4,000, ﬁaybe $5,000 a year. They havd
already put me in the hole for this whole year's
fishing., Now they are going to put me out of
business from June 1 until the day after Labor Day.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, sir. Will you
sign the book back th;re? _

MR, JONES: Mr. Chaifman, let me just
make a cémmené‘or two. Mr. Bang and I are friends
an& have been for yzars., I have known him a long .
time. I feel like he does. You know how I feel
in the conflict about commercial fishing and sport
fishing. I don't think it is really right for the’
sport fishermen to in effect push éhe commerc;al
fishermen out of their means of making a living.

On'the other hand, i am a realist and I
understand what is going to happen if we don't

reach some type of compromise, In fact, the

3
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Lduisiana.Wiidlife Federation, oneof their vice-~ -
presidents got involved in this dispute and set up
the meeting at which this compromise was worked
out, because it was seen at that meeting that if
this doesn't happen, if we don't have this compro-
mise, we are going to wind up with a bill in the
legislature that is going to pass, closing the
lake to}all commercial fishermen. In all probabil-
ity, th; crab fisﬁermen, the shrimpers and every--‘°
body will ultimately suffer.

| One of the good things that is coming out
of thisais that we have a study Charlie White 1is
getting ready to start, to really find out some.
information about the lake, and these will be the
rules that we will operate under in this interim
while the stﬁay is taking place, and then when he
does have some reliable infor&ation, we can then
take anotﬁer look at it.

I move, reluctantly I move thatfwe amend
the regulations that we adopted to provide that
there would be a closing to net fisﬁing during day-
light hours ffom June 1 through Labor D:;zy° Now,

when I say "net fishing,” that is noct closed to

B5o68
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trawls. - That is closed to gill nets; I so move.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-
mendation., Do I have a second?

MR. DUPUY: I will second it.

THE CHAiRMANE Seconded by Mr. Dupuy.
Now, discussion. Mr. Berry.

MR. BERRY:’ I made my position clear on
this at the last meeting. Mr. Jones wasn't here,
I bélieve. Thg sport fishermen came in here at
the iast meeting and made it abundantly clear to
all df this Commission that their full irtent was
to run all the commercial fishermen out of Calca-~
sieu Léke. Mr. Jones, theyiare going to do it,
if they can b& tﬁe legislature, or any way they
can do it, A

| I think‘it is a sad time in this country
of ours, in this reéubliC'or this republic which
we used t6 have which has gotten to be a democracy,
apparently, that we can take a man who ié‘making a
living fishing, probably the only thing most of
them knéw.how to do, and let somebody else's hobby
put fhat man out of business. (Applause)

Thank you. I said it before and I will
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say it again; I believe 1f you brought each one
of those so-called sport fishermen in here and got
him to look you in the face and vote one at a time
and you asked ﬁim if he wanted to take this man
‘and his friends who make a living fishing out of
their livelihood and put them on welfafe or some- i
thing worse, I don't'believe they would vote for it
I don't think ;he.iegislacure 1s 100

percent sure tﬁat they are going to put you but of
business, fellow, because I will go up there and
help ?ou fight. I think tﬁey c2re deing you wrong.
I think they aée doing you an injustice and, as ‘I

said a.while ago, I was against it last time and I

am still against it, and I am going to vote with

you. (Applause)

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Berry. Do

we have any other comments by any of the Commis-—

~sion members?

MR; DUPUY: May I address a question to
Mr. Jones? Jerry, the letter that you just read,
did that not bear the.signature of the president
of the commercial fishing organization?‘

MR, JONES: Yes, one of the organizations
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I think, Marc, that apparently Rollie must either
not belong to that one‘or they have another loose
organization, It bears the signature of the pres-
ident of the Hackberry Commercial Fisherman's
Association, and the Big Lakg Sport Fisherman Asso-
cigtion, Senator Knowles and Representative LeBleu.

MR. DUPUY:' Is that not also the same
proposal thaﬁ was‘studied at length at the last
meeting, which-we considered and vbted dowé?

MR. JONES: Right. -

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, the Chéir can-
ﬁot permit»open remarks from the audience.ifif you
want to spééi,zﬂold up your handrénd be reéogﬁized.
Mr. Berry has asked for thé right to speak and I
recognize him at this time, |

MR. BERRY: One.of the pointsl made‘gt
the last megt;ng and I didn't make at this meeting,
Iiam.going t;.make now. |

I think it is alsc a sad state of affairs
when these so-called sport fishermen -~ and'iiém
not againsf them; if I am any kind of fisherman at

all, I am a sport fisherman, I am not a commercial

fisherman; I know a lot of commercial fishermen --

©
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but don'c:you‘thiﬁk it is kind of absurd and ridic-
ulous to ask those people to stay out of sight and
to only fish at night at this partiéular time we
are talking about, from the first of‘June through
Labor Day? I think they are first class citizens
myself. They work and make an honest living. I
don't think they shoﬁld have to hide at night.
First of all, it is dangerous for them
and the younger kids ﬁhey ére teaching how to fish
and, secondly, I would just as soon, in fact 1
would‘rather seeﬁa good commercial fisherman out
.there who is sober, who is doing his thing and

practiéing his vocation of making a living at fish-

ing than I would a bunch of drunk sport fishermen

out there. Thank you. (Applause) -

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank yoﬁ, sir, I will
recognize you, but first, tﬁe gentleman who spoke
to the pr;position has the first choice. Do you
want to come back to the mike for just a minute?
Mr. Bang, I finaliy learned your name.
| MR. BANG: Yes, sir. There is one other
point that wa; brought up at this sportémen's meet-—

ing there in Lake Charles that we attended. Now,
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we didn't say anything. We just wenf to listen,
to see what they were so mad about, because we
didn't know; It all sprung on us all of a sudden.

fhey said something about if they didn't
go along with his, they are going to outlaw mono-
filament netting. If the study that they agreed
on at the last meetihg would have went ahead and
they can see where commercial net fishing is hurt-
ing the lake, I would myself go along for é clésure,
but let's don‘t just pick out the commercial fish-
ermen. As many.fish as these sports say at that
meeting they éatch, they are catching more than I
can catch, anywaj,

Let;s close the lake completely. If the
Board wénts t;Ashut it down from June 1 until the
day after L;bor Day,-let's closebit to everybody,
the sport fishermen, the net fishermen. Let's
close it to everybody. Don't just'single out one
group to close it, because if the Board checks,
they are going to find that the sports up there
are catching‘just as many or more fish than we
are catching.‘ | |

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Bang, that is what
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- the study 1is about and, of course, when we get

more information, why, our biologists I think will
recommend something that would be good for every-
body. |

Now, I recognize this gentléman; Please
state your ﬁame, sir.

'MR. RANDOLPH LABAUVE: Randolph LaBauve
from Terrebonne Parish,'one of the only two year-
round net fishermen who fought Mr. Burt Angelle
eye and teeth in the legislatgre when this particu-
lar bill was intfoduced, spoke té Senator Knowles,

agreed with the bill, but if I recall in the com-

mittee rooms there was a recommendation made by

the House of Representatives Natural Resources
Committee that Loﬁisiana Wild Life and Fisheriles
make a study of these different type nets and eéuip
ment to determine what needed to be done;

Now, when this bill was introduced by
Senatbr'Knowles and approved by the legislature,
they was- supposed to, at that time, or any time,
make a study before they shut it down. Now the
éportsmen are coming here, asking to shut it down,

before they take this study. Well, while the stud;i

[
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'iS'being made, why can't these peoplé have the
right to fish in the daytime and not hide at night,
the way we got to do in Térrebonne Parish at the
present time?

Here I have in my hand paid advertisement
by sportsmen organizations, soliciting money to
fight the commercialkfishermen, actually what it
boils down to, to deny us equal rights, even
though we are a minority group. I think Mr. Burt
Angelle, this Commission will find that they are
going‘to wind up having a lot of lawsuits on their
hands pn.eéual rights because I think it-is about
time the_commercial fishermen are starting to
organize and realize that the& are going to have
to get together. And this is the point at the
meeting here that I, even though I am not from
Cameron Parish, will tske a stand for fishermen
in anothe} area because I see them being hurt just
like we are hurt now.

They have our particular area shut down
for no reason whatsoever, no blological reason,
except the sport fishermen say we are ihterfering

with their pleasure, Well, gentlemean, that fish
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is my living. I have got to depend on that fish
next year. If I don't have fish next year to eat,
my family don't eat. Who is going to conserve more
so than a man making a living? But there is always]
the man at the bottom of the tofem pole who gets
the raw end of this, That has happened here and
even in Cameron Pariéh. It has happened in Terre-
bonne Parish, all along the coastline. |

Next 1t 1is going to be the shrimp. They
are going ﬁo say the trawls are destroying our
fish; that is why we can't catch no more speckled
trout, |

The real answer to the problemn, gentleme&
is a study to be taken, to determine what mneeds to
be done. Let's have conservation, 1f we are going
to have conservation. We are not going to have
conservation, we are going to have politics, and
I don't think this Commission is needed or any
other Commission is needed. Thaﬁk you, gentlemen.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. LaBauve.
Please sign your name, piease.

(Applause)

THE CHAIRMAN: Any other discussion?
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You have heard the recommendation. Jimmie, did
you have something? |

MR. THOMPSON: Mr., Chairman, I may not
get a second to my motion, but I failed to attend

the meeting last month and I am not as current as

"probably I should be. I have many mixed emotions

on this., I don't prbperly know how.to vote; I
don't want to abstain from voting. I don't want
aﬁyqne to say that I won't stand up to the issue.

I would like to make a motion that we
table this motion‘until next month's meetiﬁg.

THE CHAIRMAN: Jimmie, I have a motion
and a second, and w; are in the middle of discus-
sion. Now, you cbuld amend the motion.

MR, THOMPSON: I Qade a.motion to table
it, a substitute motion to table the motion until
next month's meeting, and if I‘don't get a second

THE CHAIRMAN: Substitute motion to’
taﬁle. No, no, vou don't have to have a second
for that and it is not debatable. Those in favor
of the motion toﬂtable, hold up your hands so I
can count you.

(Show of hands)

9
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;to table has carried, so we will proceed with

. people who are deeply involved in this meeting,

THE CHAIRMAN: Three; four. The motion:

business.

- Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. I have
one item. With this last item, we will have com-
pleted our regular Commission meeting, except for
an item that is rathér long and we will bring it
up late;. After this item I will go into the
shrimp meeting. I believe that our people are in
the frame of mind this morning, i1f one can spe;k,
that we will be éble to solvehthis problem and
hear all of youerisheé, as'we have the others.

Now; we have to set the June meeting.

After discussion with our biologists and other

énd since this is the meeting at which we will set
all the hunting seasons except; of course, the
duck season, I have decided that'we can save one
extra meeting if we will set that meeting in June
to be June 30 and July 1. Now I have one sugges-
tion to make that will help us. The Deer Committedq
should meet.

Mr. Thoupson, I would suggest that the

pd
388

GHC
Crlvled
gt

HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans



37

Deer Committee meet the second week of June so that
we could have the recommendations for the Juﬂe 30
and July 1 meetings. The men on that cb;mittee are
Jimmie Thompson, chairman, Jerry Jones and Mr. Will
That takes care of the June meeting.

MR. JONES: Meet when? The second week
of June? | h

THE CHAIRMAN: I would suggest the second
week of June. Mr. Thompson is the chairman of the
committee and he can set, of course, what date he
wants; |

MR. THOMPSON: Why don't we check with' th
biologists to see when their data will be in and
set 1t accordingly’

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, you are the chairman
You do that. You call that.

| MR. THOMPSON: I will wait until the

biologisté tell us they are ready with their data
and then we will set the meeting.

THE CHAIRMAN: I suggested two weeks
because in talking it over with some of our profesf

sional stéff, if we have any changes to make, like

we sometimes do, 1t gives us fifteen days between
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that time and the time of the regular meeting to
set the dates, but you are the chairman, you handle
that thing.

" MR. THOMPSON: O©O. K.

THE CHAIRMAN: All right., We are ready
for the shrimp question, Do=.

DR. ST. AMANT: Mr. Chairman and Members
of the Commission, ladies and gentlemen, we have
come to the annual circus when we attempt to set
the shrimp season and try to see what we can do
with the information we have and also with the
personalities we have;- - o ' . Q:
| For the information.of those who were not
there, we had a meeting last Friday, the 25th,
There were about 300 in attendance. We went over
the data in some detail and discussed it pro and
con and we made at least three recommendations or
options that we thought the industry and the Com-
mission might consider. We hoped and assumed that
the industry would evaluate these alternatives and
options and let.us know something about it. Actu-

ally, since then we have only received two communi-

cations, ocne a telegram and one a letter. 1 assumg
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that there are people héfe-today,whouwill-probably
Have additional information they might want to sug-
gest to the Commission. So much for how we got to
this point.

I think perhaps briefly we would like fo
run through a couple of slides, just to refresh
the memory of those Qho were at the meeting and
to let those who were not present at the last meet-
ing see what we are up ag#inst. Then we will look
at some of the proposals that you might want to
consider. 1If you will, put the slides up.

By and large, what has happened this
year is similar to what happened in '73 and again
in '74 and even back in l964,_which makes it an
unattr#cgive season, with possibility that our pro-
duction may'not'be up to #verage. ﬁowever, there
is no indication yet that the season is a tragedy
or totally lost. It appears from the data we have
on hand that we will have a season at least as good
as last year; with some probability or possibility,
if these shrimp survive, that you will have a
pretty good catch after alll |

Now, to give you scme point of reference

|
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as to what we are talking about in the coaStyand
what happens on thé coast, this map shows where
the shrimp are caught. This represents an average
catch or where most of the shrimp were caught
between 1959 and '74. The black lines represent
the brown shrimp catch and the hatched lines or
the lighter colored lines represent where most of
the white shrimp are caught. It is pretty obvious
that those Areas 5 and 6, which is roughly the
area from the Mississippi Kiver wést to the Atcha-
falaya system, of‘almost that—far3 is where the 
bulk of the shrimp aée caught... . . -

This particular slide ~- no; excuse me,
this is the iﬁside catch, This is where the shrimg
are caught inside. In the area we are talking
about today, when yeAare trying to open it. Let's
look at the next slide, which should be the off-
shore; Now the offshore catch shifts a little bit
to the west, particularly for the white shrimp.
Once the shrimp move out, the greater poundage is
caught a liftle bit westerly of that center sec-
tion, and the browns tend to shift with a greater

catch to the west, but they tend to equalize more
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‘seeing what happened, the 1974 catch is shown on

Terrebonne, you will notice that dotted line is

and you do get a significant catch of brown shrimﬁh
off Areas 130 and 140, which are outside the Bara-
taria-Terrebonne section.

For those of you who are interested in

that map. The solid line represents the browns
for 1974. You can sée in the area off Section 150
your catch was higher than normal, considerably
higher than that black line. However, in the
Terrebonne area offshore it was down. In the Bara-
taria area the line was not quite up to par.

Will you back up to the last slide and
we»wiliisee what happened there? The catch inside
was considerably peculiar. Howe&er, in Area 5,

which is the area from the River almost over to

above the average from '59 to '74, but then it
begins toadrop and in all other areas it is down
below these peaked black catch, the average catch,
But we did have a peculiar setup last year where
in one area we did catch a few more shrimp, but in
most areas we caught less thah normal bﬁt not sig-

nificantly less.
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‘water is continuously warm, to as much as 150 hours

- had high production. That is the years we got

" Let's go through the slides now. - Here is
the thing tﬂat we look at each year that gives us
some indication of what is going to happen to the
shrimp and'when they will be available and some-
thing about how much production you are going to
get. This shows the number of hours during the
month of'April in which the water temperature was
below 20 degrees Centigrade. That is the line on

the right. It goes from zero at the top;, when the

at the bottom, wﬁere it has been cold throughout
the entire Aprillperiﬁd.

Now, if you will notice, in those years
when we have had warm water throughout all of April-

that is the years'68, '69, '70, '71 and '72, we

good brown shrimp, and what happens here is, when
the young shrimp or larvae come in, they hit this
warm water and it is usually salty if it is warm
because this means you don't have too much rain
and cold weafher, and they begin to grow and they
survive quite well.:

In the years when we have had unusually'
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::cold springs, and the first one that?ht us real ..
hard was '64, that we recognized; apparently the
same thing happened in '61 and we didn't have
énough data at that time to recognize it. Again
'in '73 we had a drop in temperature throughout
April, around 125 hours it was cold and we got
little or no production. In '74 the temperature
went back up and we got a little Setter production
and in '75 yoﬁ'can see that the temperature is
colde? than it was in '}4 but still somewhat warmeq
than in '733. | | |

Thisvdées fwo things. Itzténds to reducqd
préduction and it slows down the growth rate so
that the shrimp afe not of any size in the early
weeks of May. |

Now;.may wé look at the next? This is
another indicator of what hapbens to your shriﬁp
and shrimp production., This represents the river
discharges, the Mississippi and the Atchafalaya
really, what you are looking at. The broken line
repfesents the amount of water that is coming out

of the river but it is inversely to the other line

to the solid line. 1In other words, on the ieft is

80
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~whether it is all the water out of the river or

how water per thousand cubic‘feet per second is
coming. For example, point to the left, a little
over, the deep one, down lower, right there, that
indicates the river was flowing in the summer and
the river was high with over 600,000 cubic feet
per second flow and your white shrimp.ptoduction
is down, and it matcﬁes up.pretty much with that
river. 1In those years wheﬁ the river flow at ﬁid—
summer is low and the salinity—ié high, fhe white
shrimp production goes up. So, the best data we
have on later white shrimp.  preduction seems to be
the late river situation in this state.

The same thing happens to the brown, but
it is the spring river, If thé rivers are up dur-
ing the spring, then the brown production is gener-
ally down. 'If the rivers are low during the
spring, then the brown producﬁion is usually up.
These are not just one year; this represents a
five or ten-year period. We feel like the data‘are

fairly reliable.‘ The question of what causes 1it,

whether the river really indicates what 1is happenin

in the way of vainfall and other problems is still

not
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the aréa, but while it 1s down low we have a

,cléar but.youAdolha§e~an.indicato: of what is going
to happen to your crop.

Can we look at the next slide, please.
This shows the salt condition that exists in '75 as
opposed to some of the other years that you have'
recently had. '75 you will notice the water is
rather low in salt. It is a little bit lower than
'74., 1t is around '73 and it is considerably
fresher fhan it was iﬁ '71 and '72. We think that
if the river is droppiﬁg and the temperatures go
up, pérhaps it will c¢limb rapidly and we will begin>

to get a situation where we have adequate salt in

problem,

Cah we iook at the next one, please.:
Here 1s an example of the amount of shrimp thét
have moved in and this is the thing in the early
péfé ofipﬁe season which we thought might indicate
we wouldbhave an exceptional year coming, and we
still are not sure that we don't have it, but we
are a little worried about it. You Qill notice
that the heavy dark line indicates we had a high

production of post-larvae in February. It dropped
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off some'in-early Marcﬁ but we’continuedto~geﬁ
strong movement of post-larvae as late as in April.
Now, the early post-larvae, of course, had we con-
tinued to have warm weather, would probably be
pretty good sized shrimp by now. Somewhere or
other we have lost those shrimp or we can't lay
our hands on them or‘find too many of them,

The two peaks in the tail end are now
running about 50 millimeters, 60 millimeters, and
those shrimp are in the neighborhood of about
three or fouf hundred count, maybe 500. Those are
the shrimp:we are depending on for you? crop when
the season is opened sometime in May. We feel likﬁ
that this 1s the part of the crbp that needs to be
protected. |

The broken line on that graph shows what
happened in 1971, which was a bumper year. You can
see that the amount'of shrimp that had moved in
this year, that is, the larvae, in '75 is pretty
much like it was in ’71.except it was a little
éarlier, Tﬁe '73 larvae were duite low and you
had poor production along with poor water counditions.

We are hoping that this exceptidnal»amodnt of

Gaco, .
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'we added some young ones to .the. unit and they are

larvae will -help the situation this year and if we
get good conditions, maybe we will make it all
right,

Can we look at the next one? Here is th
thing that kind of bothers us. The average size oj
the shrimp is the broken line, and you will see a
tendency to level off after about the fourteenth
week. This is when the cold weather hit. These
shrimp started off pretty good and were growing
quite well and then they level and actually drop.

The reason they tended to reduce in size is becaussq

not growing.

Butmtherthing é%at worries us is that
average catch; On the sevent;enth week we were
only catchiﬁg about 125 per sample. Now, let's
look at 1974, which was last year, in the same
area, and the average catch is running somewhere
between 150 to 200 but prior to that it had been
running four to five hundred, Now this drop that
occurred in there may‘bé a factor where these
shrimp are shifting and it may be that we still

have them, we zare just not counting them properly.
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coming up. Now, this is what we are not sure about

Can we have the next élide?A.This is in
Barataria 3ay, which is one of the key areas. Thig
shows the average catch that we are making in 1975
compared to other years. Now we were going along
pretty good in '75. At one point it was even above
'71 and then it managed to drop back down and it ig

now just barely back above '74 but it seems to be

We don't know whether we lost these shrimp, they
died, or whether they have gotten out in the marsh
and we can't measure them.

Can we .try the next one? This is the
brown shrimp catch in all of the study areas com-
pared and you will notice in Area 3, which is
Barataria, it had a high catch at one time. Area
5, which'is'Timbalier, Lake Pelto, and Area 6,
which is western Terrebonne; that 1s the area
below Sister Laké and down Bayou dulLarge and that
thing, those are where the shrimp are now and they
are showing some evidence of sizé.

To the east of the river, Area 1 and 2,
and to the west in Cameron, we find the same thing

we find each year. There 1s nothing available at
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this time. They are running two;.threé;afour
weeks later fhan the center part of the state.
This is a ciassic type of thing and we see it each
year. This year we‘may'try to do something about
it when we look at that,

This again shows fou the size of the
shrimp .and here agaih Area 3; Area 5 and Area &
have all the growth, what growth we have. They ar1
up near 60 millimeteré, fifty-soﬁe; that is a
little over two inches. Areas 1, 2 and 7 are con-
siderably smaller,’running several weeks late.

0. K‘»~Heré is what happened to the
growth. When the temperature dropped around the
middle or eariy part of April, then the size of
the shrimp 1e§e1ed off. They just guit growing.
They are alﬁost straight écross. Noﬁ; if thét
thing had stayed warm, they presumably would have
gone up to the top of the page.

Next, this growfh rate shows the compar-
ison between past years and '75 is well up there
because we got some pretty good growth early in
the season when the waters were warm and they have

held that much. They haven't lost any.
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The next one. This is the white shrimp °

situation as we see it. The only place where éheré

are any white shrimp is in Area 5, which is the
area down below Terrebonﬁe, parts of Terrebonne,
and Area 7, there was some evidence of shrimp in
that area earlier but they seem to have either
moﬁed out or disappeéred. There are still a few
white shrimp or were a few white shrimp in Area 5
as late as the seveﬁteentﬁ week. |

Next slide. This represents the size of
those white shrimp but it is apparently a littie
bit smaller than ‘they are.,.The white shrimp are
running, I understand, around 36~-40 to 40-50, some-
whefe‘in that size range.

The next one. This is what the situation]

looks like. It shows what percent of the populatiqn

we project will be usable and on what dates. If
you were éo open at the end of April, the 28th,
you would have less than five percent. If you
open May 5, you would have less than 13 percen?.
May 12 would be 29 or 30 percent. May 15, 57 or
58 bercent, and the 1ast\da;e,:May 26, which would

be a Monday but beyond the time that we can set

5868
%’gg‘% HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complere convention service in new orleans

GO



51

legally, we would have 78, 77 percenf, 76.9.

This is pretty close to where it was
last year in percentages. The question has been
brought up by some people as to why some of these
percentages tend tc shift from year to year on
these different dates in the early dates, and this
seems to be a function of the type of curve it is,
If we have some peaks or secondary peaks in the
‘curve and one of them érosses the line between
one week and another, it may shift the percentage
on a basis that does.not seem to be a linear pro~'
gression, but anybody that wants to discuss that,
we will give them the raw data to look at,

I think that is all we need for this
time. Thank you,

TﬁE CHAIRMAN: Doc, that finishes your
presentafion?

‘DR§ ST, AMANT: It finishes the data. I
might want to discuss the alternatives unless you
would like to listen to the people in the industry.

THE CHAIRMAN: I would like to have your
recommendations. I am going to need to use this

in the prccess of voting.
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DR. ST. AMANT: VWell, at the meeting last
Friday we proposed or at least looked at three
alternatives. Some of them were radical and dif-
ferent., You will recall last year when we got into
this thing there was some discussion about setting
the season late and going into a2 zone situation.
We felt last year thét perhaps it was kind of fast
to spring it on you all of a sudden without some
thought on it, so we ended up last year setting a
shrimp season for the entire coast on one date.
If T remember correctly, that date was fairly
early, about the 13th., I remember also our pre4
dictions held out that the shrimp were kind of
small,.too. This in turn caused you some problems
with what peoéle wanted to pay you for them, but
that 1is his£ory. |

. This year we have looked at this situa-

ﬁion a little bit more and we have discussed it
with you and I have discussed it with the biolo-
gists and we have a couple of options.

One, we would recommend, if it is'the
wish of the industry and the Commission, that we

have a single opening date a2nd we £f£ish the entire

Ky
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-not be doing any favors to the east and the west.

coast at the same time, that we open -on the latest
possible date. That would be the 24th, Saturday.
We can't open on a Sunday because it is against the
law and if we went to the 26th, which is a Monday
and our normal type of opening date, then that
would be illegal. |

If you movéd it back along that thing,
you would then begin to probably take care of some

of the central section's problems but you would

The secord alternative is one that we
are proposiné that -- it's experimental but under
the law we can do‘it. We would like to try it if
the industry is willing to go along with it and if
the Commission sees fit. Since the bulk of the
shrimp are ;aught in this zone, Zone 2, which runs
from Atchafalaya River over to the mouth of the
Mississippi, we propose tﬁat this zone be opened
first and that it be opened not earlier than the
19th., We feel tha£ the growth in here and the size]
of the shrimp in here more than likely will reach

a usable size, according to this chart, by the 19th

and about fifty-some percent of them should be

e
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available.

| Zone 5 an& Zone 1, thch just have no
shrimp in tﬁem at all at-the present-time, we would
recommend that they be opened considerably later.
Wg have run into a problem. If we open it on‘a
Mohday, we ‘have to open June 2, June 1 is a Sunday.
If we move it back a week, we could move back to
the 24th, which would open on a Saturday. Now I
don't know that there would be any great differ-
encé there. I think June 2 pfobably would serve
as well_as any time, but this is a question that
may be debated here a littléf¥§ggr; A

I would certainly néf recommend that we
open Zone 1 or Zone 3 at any ea:lier date than the
24th,

Let me make one point clear. These
recommendations are based on the fact that you are
going to fish at least fifty dgys and probably
sixty in all of these.areas. We are ﬁot talking
about cutting you down or anything else. If you
open in here early, you are'going to close early.

Now, those who think you might be éffecting the

white shrimp will have that advantage. These
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people here will_fiéh the full sixty days. Of

- that was proposed at the last meeting, and it is

)

course, the boats can move back and forth. We are
not going to attempt to confine that,

This 1is obviously an experimental thing.
We think}it is a better way to approach the manage-
ment of shrimp in this state and we don't feel that
doing it for one year could hurt anything. We
think it should show us whether or not this is a
feasible way to operate;

This would be my recommendation for this
type thing if it went to a zone basis.

There was a third alternative or option

extremely experimental. Oﬂe, this option would go'
with this zone system. We would open Zone 2 first
and Zones 3 and 1 at a later date, but we would
consider opening an experimental four-day season
quite early below this red line. Now this line
across here i1is on g8 buoy line. It would be well
marked so everybody knows whére that Freeport'
Sulphur buoy line is. There are a few white shrimp
iﬁ here and p&ssibly a few large browns that have

drifted out of this early thing and down in there.

Rl To :
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This, of course, has some drawbacks and
-‘it is our impression, although we are not certain
about this, the only information I have is that the
two letters we have gotten oppose this. We have
one from the Jefferson Parish Fishermen's Associa-
tion. It says that\they want no season to open
before the 19th of Méy. We have another letter
from the Louisiana Shrimp Association, which 1
read to you yesterday, also stating that they oppose
the trial season and that we open as late as pos-
sible, preferably the 26th, but of course we coﬁld
not open on the‘26th if we open-the whole area.

| I have had no other direct information.
I understand indirectly that most of the people
oppose this, that they feel like they}have not had
adequate time to gear up, that they would not be
able to take advantage of it, and as I said, it was
5ust an experimental suggestion, so as far as I am
concerned we can forget it,

I w;uld like to put the Comm;ssion on

notice and the‘shrimp people, however, that this
idea I think is a sound idea and I'think~next year,

if we can get around this business of notifying
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everybody legally sixty days and ninety days in
advance under the administration act, that we might
want to consider opening this area perhaps even
somewhat earlier, maybe the last week in April, to
see whether we can catch white shrimp in here, and
then go ahead and proceed with the brown shrimb'
season at a later date. |

I would not under any circumstance recom-
mend ever opening a trial season like this anywhere
ap in May, like the fifth, sixth or seventh,
because you are going to crowd it too much. You
are getting into yodf brown sitpation"and’there
are going to be pockets of browns ghat are moving
in and yéu are going to find people trying to fish
them and théy are going to begin to catch some |
browns that are usable and they are going to get a
lot of little ones, and we are going to have a
brawl down there-and we- are-not going to be very
successful.

But, if we can keep an early fishing
season well separated from any possibility of
catching any browns or any significant number of

brown shrimp from the current year crop, then this
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iQQ is a f.eaéible,sug.gestion and we would like to put
you on notice to think about it. Ma&be next year
we can give you enough advance notice to look at
the thing.

Today 1is the 29th, very nearly the first,
We feel that the shrimp at the present time are
funning about 60 millimeters on an average for the
whole group, and it will take at least two weeks
or two and a half week§ for them to reach some

usable size, and therefore we suggest the earliest

date as being around the 19th. It is whatever you
. o decided to do in this thing. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Doc. Doc's
recommendations will necessitafe my changing the
format of cénducting the meeting. Usually in par-
liamentary procedure I should call for a motion
and a second and.then discussion, but since we
have three--recommendations, it is-impossible to
have a motion on the three recommendations, so 1
am going to call for discussion. I have written
these down,-ﬁoc, and then I can requote the recom-
mendations and I will call for a motion and second

@i'. at the end of the discussion.
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Now, if you éommercial fishermen will
pardon me, I would call for discussion from the
Board members first; 1f they so care. Do we héve
any one of the Board members who cares to discuss
Doc's recommendations?

MR. DUPUY: When do you plan to hear the
comments from the in&ustry?

THE CHAIRMAN: Just as soon as you have
had your opportunity. _

MR. THOMPSON: Why don't we hear from
the 1ndu§try first? ‘

THE CHAIﬁMAN: That's:-all right., I just
wanted to give you the opportunity,., That is
exactly what I intend to do, but I just wanted to
show you the courtesy.

I am going to méke one other statement
to the Commission, I have one part of the agenda
that I bypassed and we will take it up as soon as
we have finished with the shrimp session, so don't
anyone léave when that is over with because we have
one other part of the agenda to take up.

We are now ready to hear from the indus-

try. Please signify those who care to speak. 1
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will recognize the gentleman in the Saqk._.Cng to
the mike, state your name and who you represent,

MR. DUDENHEFER: I am Milton Dudenhefer
of the East Bank Commercial Fisﬁermen Associatioh.

At a meeting just recéntly all our mem-
bers voted to ask the Commission to consider as
late as possible date because on the east side of
the river we have a problem with shrimp running
sevérgl weeks behind. ﬁast year when the season
opened we had shrimp that were running 115 to ;he
pound, which made it very hard to make a living at
these type shrimp for'the price you would receilve.
for them. S0 we are making recommendations, asking
for a late date, possibly the eighth of June,
because of the moon Location, the tides and all,
and we consider the eighth, |

Another thing I would like to bring out,
Dr. St. Amant had mentioned something like in the
neighborhood of 70 percent of the shrimp would be
a marketable size on the 24th, This 1is across the
whole state. I had asked Dr. St. Amant where does
he draw the line on marketable shrimp,_and his.‘

answer to me was 90-count shrimp.
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vcept. This would give us down where Zone 1 on :the

Now, gentlemen, on the east side we con-

sider this a very small shrimp. When it comes down

to price and marketing, we have problems of getting|

rid of these shrimp at a fair market price. That
is why we ére asking for the later date. The eight
like I mentioned, about the moon and all, would be
right for wing net fishermen, and also ﬁhe tide
movement. We feel also that wouldn't be too late,
thaf the brown shrimp wouldn't be of a size éhat
they would start to move out of the estuaries at’
that time, |

We are greatly in favor of -the zone con-

east side of the rivervcould be opened at a later
date, which would give our shrimp on that éide a
chance to grow. The shrimp on that side right now,
a lot of them haven't even shown up yet. We feel
l1ike the shrtﬁp at any date eérlier than that, the’
shrimp would be too small, and the zone concept
would give everybody a chance to get exactly what
they are lookihg for, the type and size shrimp that
they are interested in fishing. We are very much

in favor of this zone concept.

h,
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I wouldvlike to th;nk }ou;‘ .

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Will you sign
your name, please.. 0. K., next speaker, I recog-
nize this gentlemaﬁ;_

MR. KERNER: You know, for the last five
years, I have been coming up here and giving my

"

name and '"the mayor in litigation". Today I am
Leo Kerner and I am the Mayor_éf Lafitte.,

This is my éighteenth year thatFI havé
appeared befofe the Commission. I have an article
back ﬁerc in August 13, 1957, when I made my first
appearance before the Commission on the shrimp
industfy. In 1957 we used to open the season on
April~15 and we used to close it on June 21 and at
that time they had a three-mile limit, and still
the shrimp seasons were bad. That is why we were
up here.

.Since 1957 I don't think we have seen
any difference in the shrimp situation. We wait
for the shrimp to come in and we try to catch them
before they go out; I just heard the gentleman say

a few minutes ago that the shrimp, if we open the

season early, we catch them at 110 to the pound.
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I don't beliéve'there is a man here that has fooled
with the shriéps in the last twenty years or more
or anybody in the shrimp business that cans shrimp
can tell you that they will can any amount of
shrimp, and the Brazilian shrimp I am talkiﬂg about|,
that has run énywhere between 80 and 110 to the
pound. It never has been and it never will be that
you will can a tre@endous amount of Brazilian
shrimp under 80 to the pound. I have never known
them to make the count when there is plenty of
Brazilian shrimp.

As you can see, this map was drawn in
the days of Dr. Viasca. As you can see, it hasn't
been mapped well and in those days we waited for
the shrimp to come in March, we looked at them to
go out in June and July, coming in, the little
white shrimp, in July, looked for them to go back
out in September and Cctober during the northwesters;
and always, and we hate to say this, unless you gef
a diéturbance, a little hurricane or a little storn
in September and October and November; the white.
éhrimp catch 1s very small., Every year we get a

little disturbance like we did last year, we get a
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tremendous white shrimp. It looks like Qekhave to
get some kind of disturbance to bring this shrimp
in, but I really do believe that the Conservation
has an obligation to tell the fishermen where the
shrimp actually come from,

If you go down all the bayous, and I have
been all over the stéte, because oné time I was
state chairman of the shrimp fishermen from Dela-
croix Island all the way up to Cameron Parish, and
you talk to twenty fishermen and some say the
shrimp béeed inside, some say they breed outsi&e,
some say they come in to lay their eggs, some say’
they come out to ground. I think the Conservation
hasvaﬁ obligation to tell us where the shrimp come
from, Dr..St} Amant said the shrimps come in..
Come in fro@ where? I mean, do they come in from
the bayous? |

Ihelonly thing I know is, when they used
to open the shrimp in April, on April 15, and the
fishermen used to go out, they used to come back
1n,~and you would ask, "What's wrong?'" "There's
no south wind. We need south wind." "Why do you

need south wind?" If the shrimps are in the grass,
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you sure don't need south wind to bring the shrimp
out. They must come from the Gulf of Mexico, and
I really do believe tha£ the Conservation should
come out and make that.statement because that is
where they come from., The shrimp get pregnant out
in the Gulf, They deposit the eggs and they are
af the mercy of the éurrent. They will come in
with the current and they will go back out with
the current,. |

If we do like they did.in‘the state of
Mississippli, 1f you can go back a few years in the
state of Mississippi, they used:to can shrimp like
we did. But what did they do in the state of Mis-
sissippl? They waited to make the shrimp larger
so they extended the season backwards. i think
they open ig in June now, and what happens to the
people in Mississippi? When they start trawling
the shrimp, the shrimp is already going back. You
have got about three to five factories in Missis-
siﬁpi, and -if 1t wouldn't be for Louisiana, they
couldn't operate. They would have to close. And
the day that we start opening this season 1ﬁ June;

you can look for Southern Shell, Rauch Canning
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Company and the rest of them to be closéd unless
they get shrimp from Texas;_because théy canft get
a éuantity of Brazilian shrimp unless ﬁhey fake
them in small,

Brazilian shrimp is always known to be
small and history will show you that, because in
Lafitte we used to have the largest drying plaﬁ—
forms in the United States of America, and you knoy
what killed them? The count. When they started
thatl68~count and they would go out there on those
little white shrimp and make these Chinamen throw

-

them away, they“had to close up bgcggse the China-
men left the piagforms becau;e‘they%;ouldé't oper-
ate.them and the count did it.

Now we have a common shrimp and a white
shrimp. 0. K., that}s well enough, but let's'don't
run into Brazilian shrimp by opening it too late.
You take every year, you can go pobthe factories;
and they will tell you Vermilion Bay has lots of
shrimp. They say, '"We are going to walit qntil they
get larger and we are going to move in and catch

them." And what happens? When they go in to catch

them there's not many there any more because they
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have already gone back to the Gulf of Menico.

Now, 1f you~wnit and open this season on
the 24th of May, which is too long, you are going
to niss the first batch of those Brazilian shrimp
because they will start'moving out.

Now, to give you a little facts about it;
let's look when we start cn‘tching shrimp, when thqg
fishermen start. They can't use a butterfly net.
When the season beginé nhey can't use a butterfly
net, The reascon for that is because no shrimps
are mbving.out. You night-trawl when the shrimps
are moving out, and ybu catch them while they are
moving out in the current, They are on top of the
surface of thé water, When you start the beginning
of the Brazilian seaéon, you have. to go on the
bottom to catch them, and as the season progress,
then you start catching them at night, but try
catching“ﬁhem~at~ntght at- the beginning of the
season. You won't catch a one. The reason for
that 1is benause the shrimps are coming in and they
are not moving out. But once they get here on the

inside waters, and I have heard thenm say we'have

sanctuaries -- there is no such thing as that in
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the inside waters; becéusé the shrimp~§111.stay
inside as long as it can until the currents take
it back out, but when it gets big it is not going
to stay here because‘i; didn't come from hére so
it wants to go back home.

I remember back in 1962, '63, when we
were buying shrimp, we bodght shfimp and caught
them in Lake Salvador, and if a man would bring ir
100 pounds, we had to cﬁll thgm‘because he had 50
pounds of black that were dead and 50 pounds éhat
were live, that hadn't died before they were caughtf.
So, 1if they'stay“in inland wagers too long; they
die. A shrimp i1s not supposed to live in inland
water. They have tried to make shrimps I don'tk
know how many'times, spent many, many dollars, but
wherever they put a hundred shrimps, they never
did take out 101. They always took ouf less but
never 101; i

So, the proof of the pudding is that the
shrimps breed on the outside and théy'move in the
inland waters at the mercy of the current. So;

gentlemen, I just hate to see us keep pushing the

season back'every.year‘until we get like Mississipq
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and then we have to lose all this industry we have
here with the canners, and which will hurt the
economy and everybody else,

S0, I would recommend, and I have met
with the fishermen in Lafitte yesterday evening,
and I would recommend that the season be oﬁened
May 12 and definitely not later than May 19.

Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Leo. Please
sign my book. All right, I recognize this gentlema

| MR. KIFFE: My name is Steven Kiffe. I
have been a shrimper for 34 years, shrimp all over
this Gulf, Mexico and all over, and as far as I am
concerned, the people from Jeffersoﬂ that I talked
with, the people from Lafourche, last night I went-
to the meeting they had in Terrebonne over there at
the School Board building, and most of the people
from Lafourche, Jefferson, St. Mary and Terrebonne
are in favor of an early opening to be able to con-
serve the white shrimp later on, but no later than
a June 30 date to close; so that we would be able
to conserve the white shrimp.

Now, I also want to thank Mr., Berry for

I .
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expressing the commercial fisherman's Qiew about
these people, that is the only way of life; that
is the only way we make o&r living, and I believe
that sports fishermen should take us in consideré-
tion and think about our livelihood first, and
sporting secondly.

Thank you, gentlemen.

THE CHAIRMAN: You didn't give us a
recommendation of the détes. Mr. Kiffe, would you
éome‘back?

MR. KIFFE:} Yes, sir.

THE CHAIRMAN: I didn't get your recom-
mendation of the date. You said --

MR. KIFFE: The shrimpers from Jefferson;
the ones that I have talked to,'I have been to theijr
meeting ;hié past Wednesday, and then I was in
Terrebonne Parish last night, and I have talked to
a lot of different shrimpers -~ 1 have been appointfed
a representative for the people of Lafourche Parishj;
we are forming a Louisiana Fishermen and Boat
Owners Association -- I have been appointed by the
people to be their speaker.

THE CHAIRMAN: Give me a date, please,

gagy
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sir,

MR. KIFFE: Oh, yeah. O. K. The people
would like between the 5th and the iZth of May and
a cloéing no later than June 30 and no extension
whatsoever. No fifteen days, in other words, from
June 30 to July 15, because that is when we are
going to kill all thé white shrimp,

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, sir.

(Applause) |

THE CHAIRMAN: I am ready for the next
speakét. , | | o

MR. MELERINE: I am Wilson Meleri;e,
Presidént of the St. Bernard Commercial Fiéhing
Association. We feel that this zoning of Louisi-
ana waters is a step in the rightldirection. From
hearing here today, everyone has different ideas,
and it seems that every area is different.

.In our area, which is east of the river,
Qe feel that our date should be, i would say, the
last week in May, no later than the second of June;
no earlier than the 26th. |

"I feel that Wild Life and Fisheries has

the education. The fishermen maybe do mot have the
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educétion but they ﬁave the experience; and it 1is
eéually important. - I feel about this zoning that
the fishermen should have a vdice in their area,
their local area, each local fisherman wherever,
because most of the fishermén fish in a certain
area and they don't usﬁally move around too much,
I feel that they should have a voice in this area
apd combining the education and the experience |
together that we can éoﬁe out with a plan that
wouid be beneficial to everybody.
THE CHAIRMAN: Now I want to ask one

question., . I misééd ybur dateé. I am keeping a
copy of them, _ |
| MR. MELERINE: ©No later than the second
of June and n§ earlier than the 26th of May.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, sir. Any
other comments? |

" MR. NAQUTN:‘ Mr. Chairman, Norman'Naﬁuin;
President of the Terrebonne Parish Commercial
Fishermen and Boat Owners and Assoclates. We said
"associates" Secause we are including the deckhandq
in it because they have their ways of méking a

living als6.¢
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We had a meeting approximately a month
ago and we had made some testing prior to then. We
had found good signs. Then the night we had anothe
meeting but we didn't find the signs, so we had a
discussion of what happened. ngl, they had left,
the shrimp had moved. So we decided we wanted a
May first opening. The reason for the May first
was to be able to close it on June 30 to preserve
the white shrimp. There was no expectations of
none of the fishermen to be doing any good on
May first: but they wanted an early openiﬁg for
that reason and catch some of the large white if
they wére still in,

Now, thelr recommendation was a May firéfr
opening., We hear a lot of times the views of
fishermen. I might take five minutes; I am geoing
to try to go as fast as I can but I will fead it
to you, '

(Reading) The views I shall express
represent thé feelings of the vast majbrity of
Louisiana shrimpers. I have been associated with
the shrimp fishermen all my life and I Beg your

kind indulgence te listen and deliberate the points
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‘industry is forced to accept their decisiomrs. .In..

I will put forth in this address.

In the past a basic lack of communication
between the shrimp fishermen of Louisiana and the
technical peé?le of the Wild Life and Fisheries
and government bodies have been due to the inabil-
ity of the fishermen to express their views because
of a lack of formal education.

The Louisiana shrimp fisherm;n possesses
a vast knowiedge of the‘practical aspects of shrimp
fishing but could not properly organize this knowl-
edge to inform the government bodies and agencies
of their needs, nor could these fishermen substan-
tiate their recommendation in a proper and convinc-
ing manner that'would be acceptable to the more
educated in government,

The picture of an udneducated fisherman
is a picture of fhe past; As you listen to this
address, you must realize that the fishermen of
today willvnot accept laws based on theories of
the so~-called biologists, the technical people in
government, or lgnorant of the practical working.

methods of the shrimp fishing industry.‘ Thus the
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Cwill grow, but we know that the brown shrimp move

the past we have differed strongly with technical
people who are fulltime employees to accumulate
data and substantiate their theories. Dr. St.
Amant has said many times that the present shrimp
management problems are basically of economic |
origins rather than the biological principles, yet
the biologists do not know the economics involved
in the fishing operation and refuse to accept the
advice of theAfishermenvwho know best the cost-
profit margins associated'with their bﬁsiness.

The biologists constantly say.the larger
the shrimp,. the ﬁigher the price per pound. That
is like telling a Chevrolet car dealer his profit
could be increased by selling Cadillacs, because
they cost more. The fact 1s that every year the

biologists want to hold the season so the shrimp

offshore and out of state-waters-when conditions
are right for migration whether they are large or
small. |

One example is in May of 1973, Biolo-
gist Gerald Atkiné said in the HOUMA COURIER threq’

days before the season opened that large brown -
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~shrimp 60-80 count were present in the inland
~waters. We knew and have proved that at this very
time the shrimp were moving offshore and rapidly
westward. Some were caught but most escaped. The
boats following the migrating schools estimated
that in three days, the time the season opemned,
these shrimp were in Texas waters. I can verify
this and if all I was paid to do was to study this;
I could present you with a book on 2t°~

We know once shrimp move offshore tﬁey
scatter out, making more time needed by~a boat to
capture a given pound of shrimp, thus utilizing a
greater amount of fuel or, as biologists would say;
a greater amount and 1n a very consclous time this |
must mean something to you. Also, fishing offshore
presents higher operating and maintenance costs.

In‘1274 when times got rough; it was the
steel hulls. that. hurt the-most, proving that the
inshore and near offshore boats were the most
efficient. The present Wild Life and Fisheries
laws are size-oriented. Ask Dr. St. Amant for
economic reasons; Dr., St. Amant is not an econo-

mist, so why should he make laws and set seasons
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for economic reasoﬁé? Who knowé better than the
fishermen themseivesvwhat economically bengfits
them the most?

I believe that the majority of the fish-
ermen want an early season and I think I have pre-
sented an argument for it considering I do not havJ
100 men paid fulltime to prepare what I have said.
If I was given moré time, I could prepare more
facts in my case. -

Thank you. That is all I have to say.

(Applause)

THE CHAIRMAN' Mr. Naquin, when you'sign
your name, would you come back, please.

I want to make a remark and I hope you
will 1listen closely because I do not intend to be
ugly. I have made al} of the shrimp meetings. I
haven't missed one since I have been on the Commis-
sion, and-your-statement  that the fishermen, becauge
of their lack of education, couldn't express them-
seiQes adequately -- I don't agree with that. But
I want to tell you one thing. I have always
noticed that you people got over your desires

pretty well at these meetings we were at.
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Now; a man that I respected tremendously,
a former Secretary of‘Agriculture; Harry D; WilSon;
said this, and you may want to use it. "If you
want to emphasize something and emphasize it well,
use a good healthy hell or damn, and you will get
your point over."

Thank you..

MR. NAQUIN: Another thing I would like
to ask the Board. I have.asked the biologists in
our area to have a weekly report on their findings.
I don't think it should be too much to ask what-
they are finding-in our lakes when they start com-
ing, have a weekly report in our local paper. That
ﬁould satisfy a lot of us,. -Thank you,
N | (Applause)

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, sir.

DIRECTCR ANGELLE: I would like to ask
Mr, Naquin, I think I know what his answer will be,| -
haveiyou recommended a date? I didn't get it down.

MR. NAQUIN: Yes, May first.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: And you are talking‘

about Zone 2 or coastwise?

MR. NAQUIN: Zone 2.

-
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- THE CHAIRMAN: 1In other Qords; an e;rly
season, . | |
D;RECTOR ANGELLE: And you faQor the zone
system of management?
MR. NAQUIN: Yes, right.:
THE CHAIRMAN: Do.we have someone else?
You have spoken once.,
- FROM THE FLOOR: Yes, but I would like
to add something, if no one else wants to speak.
THE CHAIRMAN: Correct. I will call you.

Do we have someone else who has not spoken?

Ladies and gentleﬁen, we .are not cutting .
this méeting short and we certainly do not want to
cut anyone oué'who cares to speak on a thing that
is as important as this Is. This is your liveli-
hood., But s0o I could get an idea of about how
long this meeting will g6 along, we have some other
business, those who have not spoken, would you
raise your handsAso I would have an idea who else
really cares to Qpeak. 1 have a few second speak-
ers, I see. (Show of hands) We have one other
new person after this gentléman.

Now, is Doc here? Doc, we want you to

285
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‘know this,mthaﬁ,hny time tﬁat_you want to answer
one of these questions, feel free to come up and I
will of course let Doc speak at any time.

All right, would you state your name,
plgase?

MR. SEVIN: Mr. Chairman and Members of
the Commission, my name is George Sevin from
Chauvin,

I got a record over hére to show and 1
can,Ain other words, prove soﬁething, that ever

since they have been monkeying around with our.

shows from 1913 to 1966. All right. From 1948 to
1957, and I think it is 1957 ~- maybe Doc can f£fill
me in on it -- that that is when they sﬁarted mon-
.keying around with our opening dates on brown
shrimp season. It used to open 1957 May first.

I just. took ten. years of 1it.

It was a very bad year. I will agree with that.
But ever since then, goling up to 1948, I can go

further back than that, we had one bad year. That

opening date, our brown shrimp season, this record.

Yes, we had a bad year. A lot of people.

remember that is the year that Audrey hit Cameron.

5589 B
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wés 1957. Then, coming back; 1958, 1967, that is
when they started delaying the season. May 15 and
May 20, going down the line. We havé got a record
to show over here, and in ten years we had three
good years and seven bad ones. The record is over
hére to show where it come from, if somebody want
to see it,

So, I say this; Let's go back to our
season where it used to‘open kind of early, the
records over here to show. And I would say this,
that in our area, I think that is a good decision;
whoever came up with it, on.the Zone 1, 2 and 3,

I think in our area we prodﬁce more shrimp for the
state or for the Gulf of Mexico. We had a meeting
last night in Houma, in Terrebonne, and the fish-
ermen voted'May 12 and not later than June 30.

Thé reason we don't want to go later than June‘30
ts*becnusewﬁe"feei»ff“we go later-than June 30 we
will be destroying our August season, and that is
the season that the people in the industry used to
méke.the money with, is with our white shrimp.

It looks like to me our depletion of the

white shrimp population is gone and the brown shrim
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ggg HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new orieans



82

qnly stay inside from six weeks and then the rest
of the year we have gqt'to depend on; in other
words, your white shrimp production. That's from
August, the third Monday in August it open; all
the way through December 20. In our area I think
we would be satisfied with it, with Zoné 2, In
other words, the people from Cameron or to the east
of us, if they want to have a late opening date as
far back as the Commission can hold it back with
the new law I think they changed, that is fihe witw
us, but in our area, in other words, we don't want
to go any later than June 30 because we feel we.‘
destroy ouf white shrimp. That is the same thing
like right now they wouldn't want you to trawl the
littie brown shrimp. Well, we feel by going June
30 we will be destroying our August season, and
them last 15 or 20 days they give in July;
.ﬁaybe,one of you all can fill me in. If
we do go, in other words, on the 12th of May; if
we do have an ofening date in Zonehz; 1n‘other
words, June~3d will be 45 days or 57 days; in
other words, so many days you all can give us in

that zone. That would be a 40-day season?
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THE CHAIRMAN: No; I understand you get
your 50—dayAseason'regardless. Am I correct? Yes,

MR. SEVIN: Fifty days?

THE CHAIRMAN: You get that regardless.

MR. SEVIN: Well, how late it would push
it back in June if you open it -- _

' THE CHAIRMAN: Someone who has a chart
will have to figure that for me.

" MR. SEVIN: The fourth of June, the
fifth? Well, if you all have to go with fifty
days,'but we would, in other wprds, accept 45 in
that area. Thank you, N

| THE CHAIRMAN: Just a minute. I.havejéne
éuestion. You recommend the 12th. Do you think
your people cou1d~possib1y accept the 19th?
MR. SEVIN: No, no. Thank you. |
MR. BERRY: George, I want to ask you
this., I ém o; the board éf direétors of an inter-
national concern and they own one of the largest
private shrimping fleets 1n the world I think
probably only the Japanese government or the Rus-
sians own anything larger. We shrimp all over the

world other than I will say across the southern’

@
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~shrimp seem to come and go the world over at the

., in Brazilian waters, it is also bad in the Gulf,

part of the United States. It seems to me like

when we have“bad years here, I have looked back at
the records of shrimp companies, down in the Brit-
ish Guianas where we operate and off the Brazilian

coast and what-have-you, it seems to me that the

same time. That 1is é phenomenon I can't understand
and don't appreciate for some reason or other, but
the best records I havé ever obtained from our
people are that 1if the shrimpingvis good down in
Brazii and dowh around the Guianas, it 1is usuzlly
good on the Gulf Coast and it is good in Australia.
For some unknown reason, if shrimping is bad in

Australia and it is bad in the Guianas and bad dowJ

I would like somebody to try and answer
that one for me.

MR. SEVIN: Well, I tell you, like Jacque

Cousteau said, 1f the industry don't stop polluting

our waters and do something about it, he said in
fifty years from now they won't have a living
creature in the Gulf of Mexico. I do have respect

for that man and I believe if we don't stop -

S
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polluting
0oil indus

that ;s a

in the ba

Couture,

Commercia

for openi
Mississip
zoning of
seasons,

of zoning
This year

around th

our waters, from the housewife to .the
try; that will happen. I thank you and
11 I got to say.
(Applause)‘

THE CHAIRMAN: 1 recognize the gentleman
ck.

MR. COUTURE: Gentlemen,ll am Douglas
President of the Southeast Louisiana

1 Fishermen Association.

We recommend the latest possible date
ng of the brown shrimp season east of the
pi River. We also recommend you adopt a
differenf areas related to opening of

We were the:first to ask for this type
of areas last year, for most of you.

it may become # reality., We recommend

e 25th of May would be perfect with us.

THE- CHATRMAN: You are recommending

zoning. You mean the 25th of May for what, for
Zone 21?
MR. COUTURE: Zone 1, 'East of the river|
THE CHAIRMAN: 0. K.
MR. COUTURE: IAalso have a letter from
e5es

g?@gl HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC, the complete conveation service in new orleans
e .



86

"would be what 1 recommend.,"

a police jury'member to the Louisiana Wild Life
and Fisheries Commission.

(Reading) "Gentlemen: I regret not
being here with you todéy. It is with great
importance that 1 have to be in Washington; D. C.
on official business.

"I attended the meeting Friday to help
men assign the open da;es of our shrimp season, I
am in full agreement with Dr. St. Amant's recom-
mendations. He is fully aware of the shrimper
situation, so I ask you, the shrimpers of our
great state, to Eack Dr. St. Amant, Director Burt

Angelle and his staff to the fullest.

"Every area of the Louisiana Gulf Co;st
is different, It seems to me that zoning th;se
areas is the answer to our préblems and the bés;
thing that could happen to our shrimp industry.
As for the shrimpers of the East Bank of the Mis-

sissippi River, the latest opening date posbible

Thank you, gentlemen,
THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Now; I believe

the indication was that I had no new speakers and

[T
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. comment on that, I would personally appreciate it..

I have a reéuest from two” people ﬁo be heard a
second time., I recognize this gentleman firgt.

FROM THE FLOOR: I don't believe it will
be necessary for me to speak. I think the point
.was covered by a previous speaker,

THE CHAIRMAN: I recognize this gentle-
man next. Didn't yoﬁ ask to speak again?

FROM THE FLOOR: |\No, sir.

THE CHAIRMAN: We have no other comments?

MR. LAPEYRE: Mr. Chairman, I would like
to comment on whether or not a late seascn affacts
the August season production. This is a point thaq
Mr. Sevin made which is, of course, an important
point, but it is a point that Dr., St. Amant covered
Friday in his presentation and I think there was a
chart to show that, as a matter of fact, the best
August seasons in the recent past have occurred
when there was a later than the 15th of May opening
of the spring season,

Now, I may be somewhat off on that obser-

vation but if Doc would care to come up and make a

DR, ST, AMANT: Mr. Lapeyre, we have

08 : )
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recognized that a great many p§0p1e thing:that late|.
fishing affects the white season., We have tried to
find data that would verify this fact. We have not|
found any relatibnship between when the shrimp
season opens and what happens to the white,

One Qf the worst white years was last
yéar, in the recent past, and we opened the earli-
est we had. It was the 13th, It didn't suit
everybody but it was eéflier than normal,.

One of your best white years was '63, I

_guess it was, \

MR. SEVIN: 64, sir.

DR. ST. AMANf: '64, yes. .

‘ MR, SEVIN: '67 was the best year fﬁr
broﬁn shrimp. Like I say, I.am talking from 34
years of experience.

DR. ST. AMANT: That'# right. Now, the
only evidencé that we have, the controlling faqtops
on these shrimp, appears to be the river stages,
and we don't have any data to show otherwise. The
only suggestion I can make, and it would probably

require a change in the law, but if they feel

strong enough there could be a law developed perhap

%)
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when there is more than five percent whité shrimﬁ )
in the catch we\;lose'the season automatically, if
they want to protect their white that badly.

But it doesn't make sense to me to ruin
one crop, which you know you have on hand; at least
you are attempting to catch it when it is too small
and perhaps hurt 1t,'to save a crop you don't even
know you are going to get. The white shrimp pro-
duction is a double peak. Sometipes you get an
August catch, You usually get one later on. We
have found no connection and if we could find a
connection, we would probably come up with some
recomméndations. Until that timé, I have notﬁing
else to show for it,. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Doc,

I want to reéap this just a little bit,
and it looks like we will finish before 12 o'clock
or by nooﬁtime. I have the two things to take up
with the Board after the chrimp people get away.
Thank you for being here. Thank you for your input,
I think you have expressed yourselves quite well,

| ‘My tabulation shows to the Boérd members

that we have three groups for early and three groupys

©
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for late;"Now; I call for a motion; but let me .
state the recommendations by Dr. St. Amant so that
you might - Mr. Thompson.

MR. THOMPSON: I want to make an observa—
tion and a comment to the shrimpers while they a re
here, because I know the minute we set this éeason
they are going to get up and they are going to get
away., |

I want yountbibe real aware and give us
your input, your comments, between now and next
year., We discussed yesterday the possibility of
opening a foqf-dgy season, sta;ting,,l believe it
was, Monday, in the section here in Zone 2 for the
purpose of getting some shrimp. It was strictiy
experimental, for the purpose of getting shrimp
that were in that area now and to find out what the
story was. The reason we haven't considered that,
this Board hasn't considered--it, in my judgment, 1i4
the féct that the time; if we told you today that
you are going to have a four-day seascn starting
Monday, you don't have physically time to get your
eduipment feady to be prepared.

But, next year, if the conditions are

®
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right -- bear in mind, if the conditions are not-
right; this can't come to pass, and if I am wrong -
on this, correct me, Doc ~~ but if the conditions
are right, it is possible that we will have a short
two, three, four-day season for an experimental
purpose to gain data to learn what is.happening.
The reason I aﬁ saying this to you know is so that
next year my good friend John can't come to me and
say, "Jimmie, they don't know what is happening.
They don't know anything about it.,"

Now, you may be completely in disagree-
ment with this thing. We would like to have your
input between now and next year, I personally o
would; and then we possibly will set it if the
conditions and all are prbperi Am I correct?

THE CHAIRMAN: My friend Jimmie is cor-
rect and we appreciate it, It is the third recom-
mendation by Dr, St. Amant. I will read the recom;’
mendations and then call for a vote unless someone
else has something he wants to say.

MR. SEVIN: I hate to put it this way
but I believe it is kind of a big joke about the

opening of the season and all like we talked about]

. - -

-
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1 don'ﬁ know that it has ever réally been closed.
People have been.fishing all year long in my neigh-
borhood where 1 come from. AI believe it could be
verified by all the parishes, too. What we really
need, in other words, regardless of whether we like
it or not, we néed strong conservation measures.
That is No. 1 on the agenda. Thank you.
(Applause)

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. We will notify
the enforcement officers. That is well said.

Now, the recommendations of Dr. St. Amant
are these: . )

One recommendation was that we have a
single season across the entire coast a§ late as
possible, maybe the 24th.

| The second recommendation was that we
adopt a zone system, opening.Zone 2 May 19; Zone 3
on May 24 or June 2.

Now, we had a third recommendation and
it would'require the zone system. Doc recommended
that if the industry wanted it and if'thg Commis-

sion agreed we would have a little four-day season

on white shrimp to see what the results would be,

&9 .
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strictly-experiment#l.

NOQ; gentlemen; we have those three
recommendations, Now I am ready for a motion.

MR. BERRY: Mr, Chairman, could I inter-
rupt and ask, I would like to see a show of hands
in the audience of the people who are in favor of
a fourfday season and those who are opposed to a
four-day season, Could I see your hands, those
of you who are in favof of a four-day season; a
short season, say, starting Monday and going for

.four &ays.
(Show of hands).
FROM THE FLOOR: Too late, too late.
MR. BERRY: Those opposad to it?
(Show of hands) |

MR, THOMPSON: May I ask a duestion,
Doyle?

.MRZ BERRY: Yes, sir,

MR. THOMPSON: 1If you were ready right
now to move out in the morning, how many would then
be acceptable to a four-day season? Could I see
a show of hands? 1If you were read);°

MR. BERRY: Four~day experimental season.

o
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MR. THOMPSON: Defini£e1y; just éxperi-
mental,
MR. BERRY: Just to go catch shrimp, see
what's out there.
THE CHAIRMAN: They ére talking about
strictly a little four-day season, experimental,
MR. THOMPSON: This is not going to come
to pass this year. We are just trying to get your
feeling. | |
| ?ROM THE FLOOR: That is just in pertain
sectibnsé
| MR. THOMPSQN: That's right, just in cer-
tain sections,‘just in one little section. |
THE CHAIRMAN: Just a minute, let's bring
this thing to.order°~ R
MR. BERRY: This is for your benefit, I
am just asking for knowledgé, trying to acduire
some knowledge from you, so we  can do what you
want to do, what's right, and.try to mix .in what
you think and what the biologists think and get .
the best of both worlds., . .
| THE CHAIRMAN: Just a minute. We have

too many people speaking out at one time and I

8068
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didn't hear anyone.k I didn't get é single opinion.
We have a gentleman here.

MR. SEVIN: Mr, Chairman, what you were
wanting to do is éoing to the legislature and make
a law on that for four days extension?

THE CHAIRMAN: N&, sir. No, si;, theat
isn't it at all, | |

MR. SEVIN: Well, the Commission would
have, let's say another year, you would have a lot
of large white shrimp in them areas, like Terre-
bonne and Lafourche, 15, 20, 21, 25, if thé fisher-
men would want a four or five day opening date, wit
time to go, if they would be warmned, not in 24
hours, seven day notice --

THE CHAIRMAN: That is what Mr. Déyle'
Berry was asking, would you éavor it then 1f you
had time to have a short experimental season.

' MR. SEVIN: Right, right,

MR. BERRY: With notice,.

MR. THOMPSON: One-specific'area.

MR. BERRY: Next year, an experimental

Season,

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: The answer to your
8
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- know this is contrary to opinion, but many times

duegtion; George,‘is that the Commiss?qn hag fﬁé
5uthority now to set this'type-of.season because
of legislation that was adopted in 1974. You don't
have to go back fo the legislature and get that
authority. The Commission has that authority naw.
| MR. SEVE(N: I understand. hell; that's
thé point I w#nted ta bring acroés.A Yes, 1f we go
out and test, ask Mr. Angeile to sen&:us'some
biclogists and go¢ in there and somé years find a-
lot of white shrimp, we would want four or fiveA
dayé, an experiment date, right. Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, gentlemen, I

we have opinions that are not correét. The Com-
mission, Mr. Angelle and the professional staff,
are duite receptive to 'your opinions. Now thel
problem comes about in t?ying to £find out and
‘really realize what thae majority opinion is. 'Thaf

) .
is our problem. Whenever we set a date or make

a decision, and when I say "we” I am inéluding in
that‘the Commission who actually does the voting
and the professional staff, I believe that they set

that to the best of their knowledge, what they
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believe to be for the best of the majority of the
people. 'I believe that. Now it doesn't always
please everyone.

MR. BERRY: That man wants to speak, Mr..
Chairman, | |

'THE CHAIRMAN: All right;ﬂsir.

MR. MELERINE: I hate to think people
woﬁld start tampéring>with something, like, say,
you just ﬁentioned, sir, a fivé—day try-out season,
Suppose it does work for one paft of.the state and
mayﬁe quite a few feople -- well; I shouldn't say
quite a few .people -- maybe the majority of the
people of this zone, let's say Zone 2; that is
what they want, but that is}contrary to what peopla
in Zone 1 want and céntrary_to Qhét people in
Zone 3 want. Then the next year the decision.would
be made by people from Zone 2? No, sir?

THE CHAIRMAN: No, sir. | |

MR. MELERINE: I am sorry, I misunderstoqd
you.

THE CHAIRMAN: This was for information

only and then the following year, if a program of

this type should be started, the decision would be,

ga59
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df course; from a consensus of opini&n from. every-.
body. This would be an experimental only season.

MR. THOMPSON: I know everybody is wantin
to go to dinner bht this is important to these
people. All I do is eat shrimp and 1 am ready for
that, too, but I wbuld like to have Dr. St. Amant
come back. I don't ﬁhiﬁk it is clear in ﬁheir
minds, or maybe it is not cleér in my mind; what
this four-day experimental season is to accomplish,
In other words, Doc, if you would come back --
where are y;u? If.he would come back; or Harry
can explain 1t, I would 11ke for you all to be as
clear as 1 think I am on this, because it is imma-
terial to me; I_a@ sitting here, trying to help you
tﬁe best way that I can and'I want you to be pre-
pared next year. You may have some thoughts; you
may come uprwith some’reason why we shouldn't have
this, | |

boc, if you.would explain; and 1 think
what they are not grasping; or maybe I am getting
the other side of the picture, 1s that this experi-
mental season 1s to catch a shrimp that is of

marketable size todsy, namely, the white shrimp,

[ T3]
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99
that will not be there at a later dey. Would you

explain that, in thLe area that we were speaking of,

strictly experimental? If you don't every try it,

concur, we want to try to make sqmething begter.for
you. . .¢ .

 FROM THE FLOOR: And it might only happen|
one time. | | . . ' | _

MR. THOMPSON: It might not. If the con-
&itions are ﬁbt'fight, you undefs;and, the ;eﬁpéé;
ature of the water;‘the salinity of the water, all
this, is not correct, it ;é possible next yeaf‘wéul
won't even say a word to you, because of Doc's
recommendations. Let him talk.

DR, ST. AMANT: Well, one of the biggest
unknowns, I guess, in this shrimp thing,.is what
happens to the white shrimp during the winter; Wa
constantly have anargument in this state as to whaf]-
we should do with the shrimp size in the late fall.
But, just as surely as shrimp don't grow in the
spring when the’water is cold, they ﬁuit growing
in the fall when it gets cold.

So, dependiang on when the white shrimp

BOTY
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‘.. shrimp crop comes in in October or September or if
they come in late and we get the bulk of them late
in the fall; we end up with a white shrimé crop
that is illegaléﬂaccording to the law as i£ is
lwritten at the present,timé. There has beeﬁ_some
discussion off and on to change this,~but right now
’ | if you have got anytﬁing smaller than 68 count,

. you have got problems.

Yéu have one other problem with white~
shrimp in the fall and that is that when you get
a norther; the shrimp move out in waves and people
. like to catch them when they are moving.,

So, if you enforce the law, you stand to
have a fair size of shrimp go offshore in the
winter and be technically and actually illegal,
Since we do»hot close the area out to three miles
or beyond, these sméll shrimp can be fished during
the winfertime, and since we have no possession
law, they are fished. We end up with a surviving
population of white shrimp that tend to grow as
soon as the waters begin toc warm up.in the spring,
and they tend to concentrate in one or two areas,

They are usually down in this lower area, in this

(%} .
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{ remember what happened. They would open, you woulq

them in Vermilion Bay and in the Atchafalaya Bay

‘the browns to come.in; and they would show up

Sister Lake, and we get another crop of them over
here in Calcasieu Lake, and occasionally if we don'f

have too much fresh water in there, we may have

system. We don't normally have them anywhere else
in the coast. ! |

For a long’time we.héve‘;een, I wouldn't
say criticized; but we have been éuesfioned as to'
why these shrimp qouldn't-be caught. Quite fre-
éuently they are large shrimp. They may be as
much.as 30-count sﬁrimp and very Qaluable;'gt a
time when the market and ghéﬁfishermen could use
them, If ﬁhe éhrimpers and people wh6 have been
arduﬁd a long time will remember, the time that
they opened the shrimp season in Apfil, back in
the 40's and 30's, this is what they did it for.

If you will be honest with yourself, you will
go out there and fish a week, you would catch a
good many white shrimp, depending on what you had

on, and then you would go for days, waiting for

sometime in the middle of May, .Psople forget that,

gees
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. And they ;hoﬁed up in May; dep;ﬁding‘oﬁ
when the water temperatufg‘put them in'there.. I
can t tell you how many people, when we first
started, when they were opening early; they would
just eat us alive because they would say there
were no ghrimp. The season would be opened on

5 | the first;'théy would make a féw passes, they

i .would catch a few whites, a few big browns; and
then, wham, they woﬁld catch nothing. They were
buying gas, they were buying fuél and pussing us
because there were no shrimp,

. | . Thgn one day, sometime in ’the middle of
May, the last week in May, they would all bloom
out again; and that isvwhen the crop would come in.
Our data, all it did was show what happened over
the years, | |

We are not trying to push this thing one

way or the 6ther. The only problem we have now,
and unless.we get this straightened out in the
next 1egisla£ure, the one that is going on right
now; under the new act that reﬁuires prior notifi-
cation, we had to go on record in February this

ﬁ'l. year that we were going to set a shrimp season

g
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today. That is how much advanée notice we had to
give. We had no idea what the shrimp were gsing
to be in February. We hadn't seen the first ones.
When you'are dealing with shrimp that grow as fast
as they do and they show up and move over night on
a moon change or a norther or a tide change, we
need a lot more speed and a lot more flexibility.
Under this new law we are kind of handicapped.

So, we set up to set a season today and
since we had it set up in the program, we tried to
do everything we can, Now, next year; 1f the
fq’ industry is interested, and I don't think we need
| to do anything that the industry or at least a
significant segment of the industry is‘not inter-
ested in, because we are not working for ourselves
and for fun, we are willing to look to set up a

proposed early test season, What we would have to

do probably would be put into tﬁe record that we
plan to set this season\sometime in Decembér»and
point out that maybe in the March meeting tnat we
would set a temporary season on shrimp; depending

on what the technical data said. Next year there

may not be any white shrimp out there and we would
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nof recommend anything. It may be that there woul&
be a significan; population that was evident in
March and we might go along thén and say; 0. K.;
we will cpen for a week, ten days, or something in
late March of April or whenever we khought was
feasible.

We don't want to_set a season that is
going to interfere with the’brown crop, and any-
thing that we would set later than that would tend
to get into theiquestion of whether we were infring-~
ing on the upcoming brown season; and we don't
think this would be wise at this time.

Now that was what the proposal was and 1
am sure that we made the recommendation or sugges-— -
tion in good faith, We thought maybe somebody
could use it this year. If they can't, that's
fine with us. If they can't use it next year and
are not interested, it is still fine with us.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you,’Doc.

MR, THOMPSON: What would fou say the
white shrimp count would be? I think this is the
area you were discussing (iﬁdicating). This was

the one we were discussing for an experimental

&
@2
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e

season,

DR. ST. AMAN?: Down here; and ﬁere, and
- right up in here (indicating on maﬁ).~
| MR. THOMPSON: 0. K., what would the
count be on the.white shrimp?

DR, ST. AMANT; The count on the 17th
week, which was the week that we did the study last
week, was running about 36-40 and 40-50; which 1is
a pretty good size shrimp. There are ﬁot’a whole
"lot. We figured there were probably 500,000 to a
million pounds of shrimp available to catch. This
". . | is a nice piece‘of chaqgemif you can get it and put
it into circulation pretty quick.. You are looking
at maybe a million and a half dollars; maybe two -
million 1f you get aAgood price for them. .This
is what we were trying to do. Thank you,

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Mayér; 1
recognize you. |

MR. KERNER: I would just 1like to make

one comment just to clear the record. You know, I

have been around here a long time with the Conservaf

tion. I have been Justice of the Peace now 15

%‘.. years, and I just want to say this, that we have

Ho00 '
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5“‘!. . had plenty of good administrations in the Consef&a—
. tion .in the past years and we have had same bad
.qnes; but I want to say ;his~to all of YOu; that

I believe we have got iéss violation going on now
than we ever had before.

: Now;'I think that is a record because
everywhe;e else in the country we are having more.
criﬁe, and it looks like with the good law enforce-
ment, and I say this without worrying about 5eing
coﬂtradicted, that we héve the fairest and squarest
law enforcement from the Conservation now that we
f. ‘have ever had in the history of Louisiana, and the
, ~reason why I séf that is‘becéuse I havé experienced
and know. .They make charges with me and Ilwili
tell you this, that they are after whoever vioclates
the law and there is no partiality shown to this

administration that I know of, and I reaily do say

this with‘hiéh regard, that even :houéh we do have
some violation, and we know that; we know that but
ﬁhat's why we have law enforcement and that is why
you have 1aws; is to stop the violations;'but right

now we have got as fair and as. square law enforce-

£ ment by Conservation as we ever had.

SEVG
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(Applausg)
THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you; sir.. I recog-
nize this gentlemaﬁ here. Give us your name;
please. |

-

MR, ROBIN: i}am Charles Robin, Jr., from
St. Bernard Parish. I would like to say this. You
talk about good law énforcemenf. ‘Why they not down
there right now, catching them gufs catching:them
white shrimp downthére now?

And another thiné now. Everybody talks
about trying to protect the white shrimf. Now;
»‘\. : 'you have got an.area here that has got white
shrimp, right? Right here; that Area 2 you are
trying to open., Now, when you go kill those white
shrimp, what little'shrimp you going to have when
the other season Qpeﬁ; the August season open?
Because when you kili those white shrimp now;yfou
are killing thé mamas and the papas that is going
to lay them eggs there. That happens in.our area -

every year. They kill the big white shrimp and

then you ain't got no shrimps to lay eggs then.

MR. BERRY: Charlie, may I ask this:

%‘}.. where did you say this outlawing 1s going o.n_?

8o
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‘ MR. ROBIN: Down at Ycléskey; down at
Hopedale right now, at this time probably.

MR. THOMPSON: Doyle; don't worry about

it; all our peopie are patrolling the Causeway!
(Laughter and applause)

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: That's probably where

they are, too! | | |

MR.-BERRY: Chief Hogan; would you make

a note of that, please. ‘

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen; éentlemen, we
have to address oﬁfse1Ves to the question before
the house. -We have to address ourselves to the
setting of the shrimp season. I cppreciate these
comments about law enforcement and so forth; but
really we are trying to set .the shrimp éeason; and

if we get on law enforcement we are going to go

all day.

I recogunize the gentleman in the back.

ﬁR. ROBIN: I know you are doing wrong
but I'thank you.,

MR. SNOW: Mr, Chairman; Commission
Members, I am George Snow, Louisiana Shrimp Asso-

ciation. You have our written position on this

28
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;nd the.intergsting fhing ghat developed in the
last few minutes 1is the metﬁod of taking a popular
vote on controlling your shrimp season. ﬁow; you
can't manage a natural resource on a popular vote,
obvio;sly. If you think back to one‘hour ago, in
which yoﬁ told people that you are not going to
allow the gill net péople t; managé it on a popular
vote, you are going to do it on the basis of
research, |

We have an excellent regearch program
going on the Louisiana shriﬁp éopulations. I am
fairly satisfied with the, competency of the staff.
There are many instances in wﬁich I do not agree ;
with their findings but that is my responsibility
to dig into their daﬁa, find 6ut if they made an

error, and come up with my thoughts., So I think

you have, as I say, a recommendation from the staff

you are spending approximately a half million dol-

lars per year for this research, If you are not

going to abide by the findings; then it is dués-

tionable whether you should continue the research.
Thank you.

- THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Snow.

Ge0) '
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‘input I can get to make a decision., I don't like

MR. BERRY: "May I address Mr. Snow one
time; Mr. Chairman, and say this. Mr, Snow; I
asked for that straw vote a while ago not to manage
our'resourceé with but to merely get an opinion on

how these gentlemen felt abour it, I like all the

to look through one ﬁnothole. I like to look
through all four of them.

MR, SNOW: Yés;‘sir; but at the §ame timg
we have to look at the biological findings; sir,

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Jones, do you want to
make a comment?. | o . s .

MR, JONES: I want to make a motiomn.

DIRECTOR ANGELLE: That man is trying to
get your attention.. ‘ |

THE CHAIRMAN: Sorry.

MR. LEBLANC: Mr. Chairman; Members of
the Board, ladies and gentlemen, my name is Garrett
LeBlanc. I>am a commercial fisherman. You are
talking abqut opening the season for four days.
I have a big boat. I have no voice in this becausq
I can't go insho;e; but there is a lot of fishermen

from Jefferson Parish, little boats, that, excuse

A6
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ny langﬁage; ﬁave been raising hell about they want
to catch the white shrimp that is inshoré right now.
I dqn't have no biology report oh it; but as this
genﬁleman said over there, 1f it is going to hurt
the whiteLshrimp.industry, 1 say no, but. I say if
it wouldn't hurt it, I say why not, for four days,
because they need the chance t§ pick up some money
on the off-season as it is right now. I am not
help;ng myself Sy saying anything like this, becauge
I am a big ﬁoat fisherman., Thank you.
(Applause) |

THE CHAIRMAN: Ihank_you. I think we
have really covered this thing. 1In fact, we are
beginning to cover things that we have already
covered, so I am going to read the recommendations
one more timé and then I am going to call on Mr.
Dupuy for a comment and a motion.

| Now; the recommendations of Dr. Lyle

St. Amant that we open the -- recoﬁmendation one
of three -- that we open the entire coast at the
same time as late as possible;,ﬁerhaps the 24th.

Recommendaticn two, we use a zone system, opening

Zone 2 on May 19, 72cnes 1 and 3 perhaps on the

66_51
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24£h of May or the second of'June; and of course;
récommendation Ehree;'l will read it again although
it is moot and I think it has been settled;‘that
we have a little four-day éxperimental season.

Now,er. Dupuy, I recognize you..

MR. ﬁUPUY: Mr. Chairman, I was going‘to
make a suggestion but I would like to pass the
opportunity to Mr..Jones.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Jones.

MR. JONES: Mr. Chairman, I would like td

move that the season in Zone 2‘begin on May 12,
. the season in Zones 1 and 3 begin on May 26 -- I
understand that is a Monday -- and that they all

run for 60 days, but that the Director is given the

authority to stop either of thé seasons on 50 days
in the event he finds or thé biologists find there
is possibly some damage to the white shrimp crop.
| THE CHAIRMAN: You have heérd the motion.

Do I have a second?

MR. BERRf: I would like to amend that
motion; Mr. Chairman, |

MR. WILLE: Second,

é’! " THE CHATRMAN: Just a second, please, sity

LT K
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— | For the record; moved by Mr. Jones and seconded
.by Mr. Wille. Now I recognize Mr. Berry. |

MR. BERRY: I amend that motion to read
‘that the season 6pen on May 19, Monday; for Zone 2,

and June 2, Zones 1 and 3. |

THE CHAIRMAN: All right, Do I have a
second to the amendmént? |

MR. LAPEYRE: vSecond.

THE CHATRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Lapeyre.
§ We have to vote on the amendment first and then;
of cour;e; on the original motién.

"‘. « : MR. JONES: Let_ me ask yod; Doyle, how
. many days. are you talking about? -Sixty days?

MR. BERRY: Same conditions. |

MR. JONES: 0. K.

THE CHAIRMAN: ﬁe are ready now for dis-
cussion, |

MR. DUPFUY: By way of discuséion; we
have heard quite a bit of discussion with regard

to some wanting an early season and some wanting a

late season. I believe, however, if you analyze
the input that we have had so far today, with

fg.- regard to a zone breakdown, I really do believe

GO
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there_is a consensus and the consensus seems to be
in the nature of an early or May 12 for Zone 2 and
a later or May 26 or as late as possible for Zones
1l.and 3, I want to keep in mind, however; that the
consensus is the expressien of the industry who‘are
represented here today and at the same time we need
to consider Dr. St. Amant's flndings and his belief
and %is statistical informatlon that there would be
only 29.9 percent marketable on May 12 and 57 7
percent marketable on May 19.
| On that basis alone it would seem to me

that logic would prevail ?or a,gne;geek later open-
ing dete and at the same time with a 60~day total
period within which to fish it would seam to me
that we would do less harm to the- shrimp population
by a May 19 opening date for Zone 2 and a May 26 or
possibly June 2 for Zones 1 and-S;

THE CHAIRMAN: GCentlemen, of course, our
position is to try to set seasons so that our‘w o
shrimpers can get as much income as humanly possibl
and we have to weigh heavily, I ho, on the edvice

of our biologists for this information.

Do I have any other discussion? Mr.

=
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Thompson,

MR. THOMPSON: Question on the amendment.

THE CﬁAIRMAN: Question on the amendment.
The éﬁestioh haé been called for. Discussion
ceases. Let me read the amendment. The amendment
to the motion says that the shrimp season in Zone
2 start on May 19 and in 1 and 3 starts on June 2,
Those in favor of this émendment? raise your hands,
please, so I can count.

MR, BERRY: That amendment also has the
same 60-day thing ﬁhat Mr. Jones bfought up; and
discretion of the Director to change it; if neces-
sary.

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes. Now discussion has
to cease, . Tﬁe quesﬁion ha§ been called for. May
I have the vote?

| ‘(Show‘ofvhands)

One; two; three; four. fhe amendment
has carried, Gentlemen; it is not necessary to
‘vote on the original motion; as the amendment
sdpersedes the motion and it is so ordered. Thank
you for being here.

MR. THOMPSON: We want to make it crystal

BAOY ,
333{ HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
725 1el-



o~

~116 .

clear to YQu; there 1is not; there is.got.a four-day
experimental season. Don't any of you go out fhere
and says; "Hey; ;hey said -~ " Don't get caught.

MR. BERRY: Hope you all catch loﬁs of
shrimp this yeaé. | o |
' (The full text of the
resolution 1is here made
a paré of the record,)

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wild Life
and Fisheries Commission has‘reviewed the
requests of the fishermen,»induStry and
Spo:tsmen; as well as the biological
predictions and recommendations of the
biologists of the Oystérs; Water Bottoms_
and'Seafdoﬂs Division,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wild Life and Fish-
er}es Commission does hereby declare the .
1975 spring brown shriﬁp season to be
as foI1ows:

ZONE 1 - Mississippl State line
to Southwest Pass, at the mouth

.of the Mississippi River,
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{. : . including Lake Pontchaftrain;
June 2 thr&ugh July 31, 1975.
ZONE 2 - Southwest Pass; at the
mouth of the Mississippi River,
west‘to Atchafalaya River; at
Point au Fer, May 19 through
June 17, 1975, |
ZONE‘3 - Point au Fer to the
Sabine Rivér/Texas State.line;
June 2 through July 31, 1975,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEb that
‘ o the Directof be and is hereby author-
- ' ized to close said season before the
abové stated sixty-day periods if
found to be bidlogically necessary.
DIﬁECTQR ANGELLE: I just wanted to
point out that we are glad you all came. Glad
see you, | |
(A brief recess was here taken;

while the representatives of

the shrimping industry conversed

informally with the Board before

i‘- departing.)

960, .
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THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, we have to get
this‘show on the road. Sorry to stop the conversa-
tion but we will have an agenda to complete.

Mr.'Yancey, we yill now hear you. Mr.
Lapeyre, we are fixing to start our meeting in this
place to transact business. Those that are not
connected afe free t6 go or stay, But please be
quiet, Thank ybu. |

FROM THE FLOOR: We do have thé right to
stay?
| THE CHAIRMAN: Yes. This is a public
heefing, open to the publiec. |

MR. YANCEY: Mr. Chairman aﬁd MemSers of
the Commission, in continuing with the Commission'gd
land acquisition prdgram for the purpose'of setting
up additional wiidlife management areas in the
state, a Mr. Morgan Walker of Alexandria has offere
to the Commission 3,840 acres cf land in Avoyelles
Parish., He 1s offering this to the Commiééion for
the.appraised vélue. |

We had the land appraised by an MAI

appraiser through the Division of Administration

and the land appraised for $160 per acre.. We

oS!
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‘'would like to recommend that the Commission approvae

.of the purchase of this land. ) : .

would like to recommend thét the Commission author-
ize and approve the purchase of this particular
tract.,

It is iocated just east of the existing
Spring Bayou Game Management Area, just south of
Bordelonville, just east of Moreauville, and the
habitat in.théfe is similar to the Spring Bayou
Area to a certain degree. There are'lakes, bayous,
marshes and other wetlands in the area. There is

one real good fishing lake on the property. We

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Thompson, do you want
to comment before -- |
MR.‘THOMPSON: I think he is wrong. Do
you have youf letter there?
“ MR. YANCEY: I have the memorandum from
Dewey Wills here. | |
MR. THOMPSON: I think the situation was
this, that he would not accept less than $155.
Marc, are you here?
" MR, DUPUY: Yes.

MR. THOMPSON: Not less than $155 per

%
3¢

T

:

Q

e
e

HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans



120

acre was the way the letter read, if 1 am correct.

MR. DUPUY: No, sir. The letter said,
"f will sell for the appraised price but not less
than $156 an acre."

- MR, THOMPSO&: 0. K. Weli, then,.he saiq
to me he would sell it for $156 an acre. I so
move we pu?chase it ét $156 an acré if he accepts
it. A

| MR. WILLE: I would like to -

THE CHAIRMAﬁ: Just a minute, please.

We will have to get a second and then we will dis-
cuss it, Do I have a second? |

MR, BERRY: I will second it.

THE CHATIRMAN: All right. It has been
moved by Mr. Thomps§n and seconded by Mr, Berry
that we offer the man $155 per acre. Now, 15 therd
any discussion?l

MR, WILLE: Yes, sir., I would like to
make an amendment to thaf motion that we empower
the Director, if the man will not accept the $156,
that we do go up to the appraised price on it,.

THE CHAIRMAN: All right. I have an

amendment. Do I have a second? We are going to

gggg HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete conveantion service in new orleans
&



121

give yo; a chance to discuss 1it,

MR. BERRY: I don't believe we have a
'secqnd.

THE  CHAIRMAN: We don't have 'a second.
The amendment dies for lack‘of a second. Mr.
Thompson.

MR. THOMPSON: I would hope that you
would vote‘against that amendment. If I was sell-
ing the land, .I would say to heck yith you; tﬁe
Director is going to go up to $160, to hell with
the $156. 1 will take the $156. | |

MR. WILLE: ‘Jimmie, what I am séying is
that if the man will not‘accept anything but the
-appraised price -- he had already said at one
time -- do we have a letter of intent from. the man
that he is going to éccept $}56 an acre?

MR. THOMPSON: Yes.

THE CHAIRMAN: I have‘thé letter here, 1if
you want to reaq it, . I don{t remember the exact
wording.

MR. DUPUY: I can tell you what the word-
ing is, and it says‘that "we will sell for the

eppralsed price, as approved by an approved )

Boe0
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appraiser but not less than $156 per acre."

MR. THOMPSON: O. K., he did to us what
we are fixing to do to him. He told us he would
sell it for $156 an acre.

MR. DUPUY: No, he said if it appraised
for less than $156, he wouldn't sell it, |

MR. THOMPSON: O, K., but then he said he
would for §$156.

MR. DUPUY: ©No, he said he would sell it
'for;the appraised value.

| MR. THOMPSON: You are are not traders
like’me, I guess. | |

- THE CHAIRMAN: What was the appraised

price, Dick? \

| MR. YANCEY: It appraised for $160 anﬂ he
had this in hié letter, that he would sell for the
appraised price., That is up to the Com@ission, as
far as 1 am concerned.

MR, WILLE: All we are trying to do is
not lose the land over $4 an acre.

MR. THOM?SON: It's going to be there

next month. That is $15,360. If you all want to

throw some more license meney away, thyow it away.
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MR. WILLE: I will withdraw my --

MR. THOMPSON: Don't withdraw it. Leave
it there. 1 will abstain from voting.

 THE CHAIRMAN: He still 'has to have a
second., Are you going to second it for him?

MR, WILLE: Yot know, if you are goilng
to stab me with $15,600 that I am going to waste
of the Commission's money, then I am not going to
do that, so I will withdraw my motion, Mr. Chairmanj

THE CHAIRMAN: He has the right to with-
draw his motion and the Chair accepts that right.A
‘I have a motion that.we offer the man $156 per
acre by Mr. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Berry. Those
in favor, say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN; Opposed, no,

(No response)

MR, DUPUY: Mr, Chairman, I would like
to be recorded as abstaining from the votﬁ;

THE CHAIRMAN: All right. The ayes have
it, and please for the fecord; record Mr. Marc
Dupuy as abstaining frém the vote.

{The full text oif the
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resolution 1is hefe made
a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wild
Life and Fisheries Commission is greatly
interested in establishing additional
wildlife management areas in Louisiana;
and |
WHEREAS, the Commission
initiated a program of land purchase
in 1961 to accomplish this purpose and
to preserve at least a portion of the
state's largely disappearing game
ranges in various regions of Louisianaj;
and
WHEREAs; a certaiﬁ tract of

land hereinafter particularly described

'in Exhibit A annexed hereto and made a
part hereof; consisting of a total of
3;840 acres; more or less, located in
Avoyelles Parish, Louisiana; has been
offered for sale to the Commission for
the full and true sum of $599;040.00; and

WHEREAS, this tvact, if

D09
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acéuired; will make an excellent wild-
life management area for waterfowl,
furbearing animals; deer, alligators,
rabbits and other forms of marsh life;
and also will provide additional public
hunting and fishing opportunities for
sportsmen throﬁghout the State of
Louisiana; and |

WHEREAS, the acquisition of
this property has been carefully con-

csidered by the Chairman, the Diractor,

and all members of the Commission, after
which consideration, it is the conclusion

of all members and the Director that the

acquisition thereof will be most favor-
able and advantaéeoue to the future
welfare of the fish and wildlife as a
wildlife management area and that the
acquisition thereof would also tbte
mutually beneficial to the State of
Louisiana, this Commission, and the

]

citizens and residents of the state,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED

32' HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete coirvention service in new orleans
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that the Louisiana Wild Life and Fish-
erieg Commission purchase from MORGAN
WALKER the following immovable property
located in Avoyelles Parish, State of
Louisiana, totalling 3,840 acres, more
or less, described in Exhibit A annexecd
hereto and made'a part hereof,.

The said sale is to be subject
to the following conditions and stipula-
tions: ) |
1. The purchase price of this sale by

Seller 'to Buyer, 1ts successors and
assigns, for the hefeinabove
described property - Exhibit’A -
shall be in the sum of FIVE HGNDRED
NINETY-NINE AND FORTY. AND NO/100
($599,040.00) DOLLARS, payable in
cash at the time of the act of salé.
2. Real estate taxes for the year 1975
wiil'beipro—rated to the date of the
act of sale, All proper and neces-

sary mortgage and other certificates

and tax researches are to be paid

He03 .
3333; HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans _ . .

OICD



o

!,q%‘ i |

127

by Seller.

The Seller shall deliver.to Buyer
good and merchantable title to the
property. The decision as to
whether Seller's title to the
property is good and merchantable
shall resg solely with Buyer based
upon title opinions rendered to
Buyer by attorneys of 1its selection;
In lieu of title opinions rendéred
to.the Buyer by attorneys of its
selection;-Buyer reéerves the right

to obtain title insurance on the

said property from a title insurance

company authorized to do and doing

business in the State of Louisiana.

Sellexr agrees to.assist Buyer, its
attorneys;.of the title insurance
company in securing any curative
matter which Seller ﬁay be able to
obtain in order to satisfy any
requiremenps of any title opinion

or interim title insurance binder

FHOY,
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rendered to Buyer., All curative
matter thus obfained shall be the
property of Buyer which is hereby
authorized after passage of the act
of sale to_file same for record.
Final approval of title shall be at
the sole discretion qf Buyer, 1its
attorneys, and the title insurance
company selected Ey Buyer, and Buyer
shall have the right to waive agd‘
forego satisfaction of any reéuire-
ments of any title opinion rendered
by its attorﬁeys or title insurance
binder hereunder,

4, The act of sale is to be passed
before Buyer's notary at the.State
Capitol; Baton Rouge; Louisiana; or
such other location as designated by
Buyer within the territorial limits.
of the State of Louisiaﬁa 120 days
from thé date of this agreement,
brovided that if bona fide curative

work in conﬁecéion with ‘the title

365D :
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is required;, the parties agrée to
and do extend the time for passage
of the act of sale by an additional
thirty (30) days. The sale shall be
with full warranty and. full rights
of subrogation and(substitution and
shall be iﬁ a-form acceptable to the
Seller and Buyer. The property shall
be delivered freg and clear of all
iiens, encumbrances, taxes‘(except
taxes for the year in. which the act
of sale is passed), leases and mort-
gages (except the encumbranées
accepted and agreed to by Buyer).

5. In the event Seller fails to comply
with this agreement within the time
specified, Seller, without formality
beyond tender of titfe to Buyer may
declare this agreement nul} and v?id,
or Seller may, at his option, demand
specific performance.

"6, Occupancy shall be available at the

time of the act of sale,
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7. This agreement and the sale contem— -
plated hereby is subject to and |
conditioned upon the apéfoval of
the Division of Administration,
State of Louisiana,.

8. The notices, payments and other
matters reéﬁired hereunto shall be
delivered or addressed to Mr,
Morgan Walker, P. O, Box 1088,
Alexandria, Louisiana 71301,

9. This agreemcnt shall be binding
upon and inure to the benefit of the
partieé hereto and their respective
heirs, successors, executors,
administrators and assigns., Where
the terms "Seller" and "Buyer" are
used herein, this shall be deemed
to. include their respective heirs,
successors, executors, administra— 
tors and assigns of such parties,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the

Chairman and the Director of ;he Louisiana

Wild Life and Fisheries Commission be, and

583
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they are hereby appointed, authorized
-and empowereﬂ to act for and on behalf
and in the name of this Cﬁmmission to
purchase the aforementioned lands,
buildiangs and improvements and appur-
tenances thereon, to sign any and all
necessary deeds.and documents may con-
tain, and fq incorporate and include
in the said documents and all addi-
tional stipulations,‘condifionsAandl
provisions as they, in their sole
discretion, deem to be to the best
interest of the Commission.
THE CHAIRMAN: I am ready now. You are
a pafient man, I thihk the Good Lord is going to
reserve a place 1ﬂ the heavenly bodies for people
like you and chairmen of commissions of this sort.
MR. GERALD MARTINEZ: I think Chairmen
of commissions ahd commissioners --

THE CHAIRMAN: -—- and directors.

MR, MARTINEZ: -- and directors, 1In any

event, we have on the agenda today approval of

the rules of practice for the Louisiana Wild Life

goag
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and Fisheries Commission to bring us ‘into. - compli-
ance witﬁ the Administrative Procedures Act which
became effective on January 1, 1975. I have pre-
viously submitted a copy of the rules to the
Commission. There have been no changes in those
rules and it simply ;equires a motion and a vote
to approve the rules;

THE CHAIRMAN: All right, gentlemen.

MR, JONES: I move we approve the rules.

‘MR. WILLE: We have a Qotion to approve
the rules and I will second it. |

THE CHAIRMAN: But he has ‘a change of
the ;ules that he wrote fesferday, if I can get.
these people's attention, doesn't he?

MR; MARTINEZ: No, sir. There have beenb
no changes in the rules.

THE CHAIRMAN: In other words, you have
the same motion that you had before us yesterday?

MR, MARTINEZ: Well, I haQe the same
rules that I had at the last meeting,. There have.
been no changes in the rules. |

THE CHAIRMAN: But we discussed, or am I

wrong, we discussed rewriting this; wording it in

SORD
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such a way 1t would apply to the Wild Life énd
Fisheries Commission only,

MR. MARTINEZ: That is another matter.

 THE CHAIRMAN: Another matter; 0. K. 1I
stand correctea. I am ready for the motion, |

MR, WILLE: You ha;e got a motion,

THE CHAIRMAﬁ: We have a motioﬁ by Mr.
Jones, seconded by Mr; Wille. Those in favor,
say aye.‘

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: - Opposed, no.

(No response) .

So ordered,

MR. MARTINEZ: Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Do we have anything else
to come before the Commission,-gentlemen?

MR. BERRY: I move that we adjourn.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved that we
adjourn, Those in favor, say aye.

'IN UNISON: Aye.

« « « o Thereupon, at 12:35 o'clock

p.m., Tuesday, April 29, 19753, the

nieeting was adjourned.
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