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EEDINGS

. . . . The Board Meeting of the
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries Comﬁission
convened.at 10;00‘o‘clock a.m. on Tueéday. May 22,‘
1973, at the Wild Life and fisheries Building,
400 Royal Street, New Orleans, Louisiana: Lloyd
J,.Autin. Vice—Chairﬁan, presiding. . . .
PRESENT WERE :
L. J. AUTIN, Vice—-Chairman
D. G. BERRY
MARC DUPUY, JR.

H. C. LUTTRELL

J. B. ANGELLE, Director

-——— G = -
o v

1. Approval of minutes of March 27 and April 23,
1973.

ALLAN ENSMINGER

2. Approval of tract on Rockefeller Refuge to be

advertised by State Mineral Board for

lease.

RICHARD K. YANCEY
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3. Consider reguest from Miésissippi Game and (11)
Fish commission for an additional 60
to 75 alligators for restocking purposes|

HARRY SCHAFER

4, Consideration of request by‘OlipAIndustries (13)
to exercise option on theif shell lease
in Vérmilion ahd Cameron Parishes.
Exceptions - Calcasieu Lake, Marsh
Island, Royalty Increases. |
‘5. . Appoint qommittee tg study and recpmmgnd ‘ (16{

increasing shell royalties on existing

vy
"1 leases.

MIK‘E HOGAN

6. Discussion of FLOSED ZONES pertaining to (16)
Beach Side of Grand Isle, in Jefferson
?arish.

]

KENNETH SMITH

7. Report on Natchitoches Fish Hatchery. (26)

8.v COnsideration.of Winn Parish Police Jury to '(29f
close Dugdemona Creek‘to commercial
nét?ing.‘ -

OTHER BUSINESS

-

9.- Presentationaof OEP reimbursement check by (4)

geoe~ ' '
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Col. Morrison, civil Defense Director.
Use of Atchafalayé Bgsin Highyay Dept. Buildin
Ngy Ugi£0rm, Enforcement Division. |
Deer feeding and rescue Operaﬁions.

- o S e e -
-

.THE CHAIRMAN: We will call the meeting
to order. RO1ll call.
(Whereupon the roll was called.)

We have a quorum. We all have a copy
of the minutes. ' ’ ) )

MR. LUTTRELL: \I'move approval.

' MR. DUPUY: Second.

THE éHAIRMAN: It has been moved and
.seconded that the minutes of March 27 and April 23
1§73, be approved. All in favor?

IN UNISON: Aye. |

THE CHAIRMAN: So ordered.

MR. ANGELLE: We ﬁave Colonel Morrison
with the Louisiéna Civil Defense and I understand
he has a sizable check that he Wahts to present to]
the‘cOmmigsion.--We woﬁld like to cali on CO1§nel
Mgrrison at this time, as he may have other busi-

.ness he wants to take care of while he is in New

8908
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Orleans.

COLONEL MQRRISQN; Thank jou. This
check that I have is the last check that we throug]
Civil Defense have had in reimbursing the differ-
ent state agencies and different local governments
for damages that they have sustained during
Hurricane Edith, which wasvappfoximately a year
and.g hélf ;go.

This is for some work that was done
because of damage by Hurricane Edith at the Wild
Life Refuge. I think Mr. Allan Ensminger is the
man ££at is going to receive the check. The
check 1is for $191,583.50. We have seenAthe work
thét they aid. We'haQe inspected it and it is
certaiﬁly a pleasure to be able to reimburse the
State for the work that had to be done as a result
of Hurricane Edith, Mr. Ensminger.

MR. ANGELLE: Allan, would you accept
the check in behalf of Wild Life and Fisheries?

(Photo o? accepéance pére taken.)

MR. ENSMINGER: -Thank you, Mr. Morrison.
This does fepresenf a very sizable"céntribﬁfion'td

our division. * The hurricane broke a shore 1line

9.
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of Vermilion Bay over into one of our water manage
ment areas on.the'State Wildlife. It destroyed
about ten miles of levee on Marsh Island and
caused damages at about forty of our small water
contrél structures. .without the assistance of OEP
and through Civil Defense here in.Louisiana, it
would have‘bgen a very, very difficult.task for us
to budget §ur funds to make these repait's and. )
this certainly was the 6n1y way that'we could

have repaired thesg structures withinvthepfo:eseg;
able future.

-

We do. thank you in behalfvof.the com-
mission for thé effort extended by your agency and
personnel in Civil Defense in recovering_thi#
damage fund for the Commission.

MR. ANGELLE: Allan, are you‘alsq going
to make a plea for some additional funds under our
present disaster?

MR. ENSMINGER: Of course, we are having

“y . ¢

some very severe damages to much of the Commission
facilities. Primarily the damages are in Joe
Herring's division and .I am sure he will be coming

. to Ccivil Defense for all the assistance that he

gess |
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possibly can get out of you people to look into
these damages as soon as the water goes down to
where we can appraise the damages that have

occurred to these facilities,

MR. ANGELLE: And you feel Mr. Herring
is qualifiéd to do a little begging?

MR. ENSMINGER: Joe Herring is a pait
master at bummiﬁg!

| (Laughter)

COLONEL MORRISON: Mr. Angelle, we have.
had 29 parishes declared disaster areas so far,
and we have 12 more that we are trQing to get
declared"disastef areas. - ’ ]

I might add wﬁileilﬂam here, I would
likxe to thank the Wildlife and Fisheries Commis-
sion for the help they gave us in the Jonesville
area, the Morganza area, in evacuating peéple'
?hen the water first started coming up and the
contxnuxng help they have been glv1ng us all alongj.
Wmthout their boats'and thelr profesélonal help
we would have been in bad shape.

MR.. ANGELLE&#ﬁ@hanf'you.*cblogel. I

want to assure you that if the need arises, we

FLFN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans



feller Refuge for nomination for bid at their

stand ready to ine you anyladditional help that
you may need.
* COLONEL MORRISON: We hope to be.b;ck
with aﬁother-presentafion in the near futur;.
MR. ENSMINGER: lThank you.
MR.'ANGELLE: Thank you so much, Colonel.
THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you. O.K., Allan.
Appfovai of tract 8n‘Roékefeller Refuge.
| Mk. ENSMINGER: Mr. Vice-Chairman, we

have received a request from the State Mineral

Board to approve a tract located on our Rocke-

July sale. This tract of land composes 3100 and
a few acres and it is located around the flank of
an existing lease on Rockfeller.

The area under question has been drilled
in the past. However; no production has been
found on it and evidently someone feels that therd
is some production possibilities in this area. I
woumﬂ like to récommend that.thé éommission go on
record as approving the request of the State
Mineral Board to nominate this tract for lease.

MR, LUTTRELL: I so move,

-

Oe0®
] )
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MR. BERRY: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Itvhasibeeﬁ moveé by Mr.
Luttrell, secqnded by Mr..Berfy. Is there any
DdiSCussioné Any objection?
\ ENO response)
If'not,_the motion is adopted.
(Text of the resolution
is here made*a part of
the record.)
WHEREAS, the Louisiana wild
Life and Fisheries Commission has been
notified by the State Mineral Board
that an applic;tion has been filea
nominating a tract of land for mineral.
leasing on Rockefeller wildlife Refuge,
and
WHEREAS, this constifﬁtes
unleased acreage adjacent to a pro-
duciive field, and
| WHEREAS, leasing of this
acreage can be conducted under
ét;ict'rules and ;egu}ations_in

order not to damage the wildlife

' ogg HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
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interest,

NOW THEREFORE BE I'T EESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wild Life and
Fisheries Commission does hereby
approve‘the State Mineral Board's
 advértising for lease the acreage
nominéted during the July 11 lease
sale, and -*

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVﬁD

that the Director is hereby authorized
to sigﬁ all documents pertaining ﬁeéeto;
3 THE'CﬁAIRMAN: Mr. Yancef.

MR. YANCEY: Mr. Chairman and Members
of the Commission, we have a letter from the
Mississippi Game and Fish Commission, requesting
60 to 75 alligators to be used for restocking:
purposes in Mississippi, gnd we would like éo
recommend that you author;ze us to give these
alligators‘to the Game and Fish Commission in
" Mississippi, Qorking through the.Refuge Division.

The ‘gators will either come from Marsh
Island or Rockefeller and we would, of co;rse,

»

ask the Mississippi Game and Fish Commission to
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send their vehicles over here and their personnel
over here-to help capturé'these>§nimgls and trans-
port them'back to Mississipéi.

MR. ANGELLE: We can afford the 65 or 75
alligators?

'MR. YANCEY: I believe we can and to
our knowledge there.is no objection to our ful-
filling this request. It seems that anything else
we want té do with alligators, the;e is substantia
objectibn, but I don't know anyﬁobjectiop to this.

MR. LUTTRELL: I would suggest we insist
thét‘khey take 75,—since we have plenty. .

MR. YANCEY: Right. These are the first
people that have come to us thisxyear for any
alligators for restocking purposes, deépite the
recent offer tﬁat was made to give a certain pri-
vate conservation organization 2,000, We haven't
gotten any affirmative responée from them, to my
knowledge.

MR. LUTTRELL: ; move that we, grant this
request and offer those people all the assistance

they need.

MR. DUPUY: Second.

oeae “RICH 4
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THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.

Luttrell, seconded by Mr. Dupuy. Is there any

objection?

(No response)
So ordered.
(Teit of ghe resolution
is here made a part of
the record.) i
WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wild

Life and Fisheries Commission has .

received a request from the Mississippi.

-

-Game and Fish Commission for addifional
live alligators to stock into suitable
habitat in their staté;~and

WHEREAS, surplus alligators
are available on state-owned Refuge
properties in Louisiana, and

WHEREAS, this type of restock-
ing program ié in accordance with wise
wildlife management teghhiquesh

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wild Life and

Fisheries Commission does hereby extend

€389
0000
Q808
0000
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to the State of Mississippi Game and
Fish Commission live alligators to be
used iﬁ their state for restocking
purposes.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Schafer.

MR, SUMMERS: Mr. Chairman and Members
of the Commission, Mr. Schafer was called to
Baton Rouge on une;pected business, and we have
two items of business for Commission considera-
tion, the first being a request by Olin Indgstrieﬂ
to exercisé the option to extend their shell
dredging lease for an additional ten years..  Thein
original contract is up on June 20, I think, of.
this year.

This has been ;xamihed by Dr. St. Amant
and we have only three stipulations to offer.
These are: Exclude Calcasiep Lake from the per-
mit; exclude an area one mile off the southern
shore of Marsh'Islaﬁd, running from Southwest
Pass eastward to the eésternmost tip of the island;
and a royalty increase to 19-1/2 cents, which
would be in 1line with what the principal shell

producers in Lake Pontchartrain are paying.

0609 : :
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We recommend tﬁat this lease be extended.
What is your pleasure? |
MR. ANGELLE: The séverance would be up'
from 12 cents to 19-1/2 cents?
MR. SUMMERS: Yes, sir.
MR. ANGELLE: And we have tha£ authority
in the Commission to do.that?
MR. SUMMERS: I think Mr. Duffy indi-
cated we do have, yes. .
THE CHAIRMAN: Whét is your pleasure?
MR.‘DUPUY:, I so move, Mr. Chairman.
MR. éERRY: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: it has been moved by Mr.
Dupuy, seconded bf Mr. Berr&. Is-there éhy objec-
tion? Any disqussioné
(No response)
So ordered.
(Text of the resolution
is here made a part of
the record.)
‘WHEREAS the 01lin Corporation
has haa'aelease to dredgé‘for oyster

and clam shell deposits in Calcasienu,

§998 - - -
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Cameron, Iberia, Vermilion and St. Mary
Parishes, and the Gulf of Mexico since
June 20, 1958; and

WHEREAS the term of this

lease is for a period of 15 years,‘
ending June 20, 1973; and

WHEREAS Article I of the

lease as amended contains an option

allowing for renewal of the léaSe:

for an a@ditidnal period of ten years;
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED

that the Louisiana Wild Life and

Fisheries Commission agrees to the

exercising of this option and grants

a lease to the 0Olin Corporation for

an additiogal ten years ending

June 20, 1983, providing the following

conditions are met:

(1) That the royalty for
fﬁe price of shells be increased
to 19-1/2 cents at the present
time and be subject to further

-

~adjustment within the ten-year

6660
€006
0000
2008
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period if the rqyaltieé_on all
shell leases-are readjusted:; and
(2) That fhe new lease shall
not inéludevthe water bottom of
Calcasieu Lake in order to pre;
serve oyster production in this
aréa:
| (3) That all other articles
of the existing lease shall remain.
the same except thét Article I shall
not include an additional ten-year
option after 1983 bﬁt that any new
lease beyond that time shall be
renegotiated.

THE CHAIRMAN: We have to appoint a

committee to study and recommend increasing shell

royalties on these leases. i'will appoint Mr.
Doyle Berry, Mr; Clay Luttrellland Mr. Marc
Dupuy, and the Director, Mr. Burton Angelle.

MR. SUMMERS: Thank'you. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Mike Hogan.

MR. HOGAN: Mr. Chairman and Members

the Commission, over the years we have had a

of

3334 )
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Aproblem ﬁp at Grana Isle,,iouisiana, with shrimper

and trawlers trawling along the.beach line of the
south side of Grand Isle. This has been offensive
to the people who live year—round-on Grand 1Isle |
and also to the summer campers and the people who
have summer homes thére;.‘The.trawl boats come in
right along the shoreline and make their trawl,
throw over unwanted fish, trash fish ‘and this sort
of thing, which washes up on the beach and causes
.an offensive odor, of course; during the summer: '
months, and also the danger of children going out
to ;wim s£epping on gaff-top catfish and that sort
§f thing.

In 1955 the Commission at that time
passed a resolution fo?bidding the netting or
trawling within or for a distance of 500 feet out
from the south 5each. Today we would like to ask
the Commigsion to pass a new resolution to the
same effect, making it illegal to trawl within
500 feet of the soﬁth beach of Grand Isle for
those reasons, those pﬁrposes.v

A.‘ .MR. DUPUY: Colonel, whaf has been the

application or the compliance with the Commission'

9006 :
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resolution of 19552 Has it just sort of gone out

of existence through disuse in the past ten or

twelve years?
. MR. HOGAN: Not really. We have been
enforcing it all of this time and we try not to

cite people but just to keep them out. This is

on the dates from May 1 until September 15, inclu-

sive, and we manage to keep people out of there
and keep the boats out. If we catch one coming
in close to the shore, we ask them to leave.

We would like this resolution for some
backing for our action. The resolution we are
now acting on is about 18 years old and I think
we should have a new one. S

MR. DUPUY: Would y&u like for it to say

the same as the other or something different from

the other? ’ "

MR. HOGAN: I have drawn up the same
resolution with one exception, at the request of
our attorney, tﬁaé we more clearly define what
the beach area we are‘talking about is. There is
just.a little difference in wording in the descrip

tion of the area that we want posted against the

9060 : '
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trawling.

MR. ANGELLE: Mike, do you have com-
plaints from the users of the beach, wheré the
shrimpers’have come from your waters and dumped
their trash fish on the beach? 1Is that basically
what the big problem is?

| MR. HOGAN: VYes, sif. They don't realiy
come up on the beach and dump their.fish. but they
are,trawliné so close that when they throw the
trash fish overboard, the waves wash it to the
beach, and this, of course, as I say, causes an
of fensive odor. We have the probilem of(catfish
bones and stﬁff that kids might step on, plus the
fact that there are people who like to wade out
and surf-fish, and they are in danger if those
big trawlers come running along there with big
trawls. By leaving a 500-foot wide area the entirje
.length of Grand Isle, it eliminates these problems.

MR. ANGELLE: Mike, I think probably the
purpose of this, and I know it is hard to enforce,
but I think what .you have in mind ig.té bring
this out to the public at this time and actually

ask the press to give us some full coverage on it

9909
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where these peOple‘would be more or less on

notice that we are attempting to correct this

situation by bringing this out to the public at

this time; even though there has been a sort of
 dormant fesolution for 18 years.

MR. HOGAN: That is true, Director,
through press releases, and also 1 believe we are
required by'laQ in this resolution to publish it
in the official journal and Fhat notice will be
sent out that way.

MR. DUPUY: Mr. Chairman, I so move
that we prohibit commercial fishing, trawling,
within 500 feet of the shoreline of Grand Isle.

MR. LUTTRELL: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Dupuy, seconded by Mr. Luttrell. Is there any
further discussion? Any objection?

(No response)

Heafing noﬁe, so ordered.

(Text of the resolution
is hefe made a.part of
the record.)

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wild

9600
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Life and Fisheries Commission is charged

with enforcing the law, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana wild
Life and Fisheries Commissiqn in open
meeting héld in New Orleans, Louisiana,
February 15, 1955, and acting,undé;
authority of Section 6 of Act 385 of
1948 (Title 56, Section 316; Louisiana
Revised Statutes of 1950), and Section 6
of Act 386 of 1948 (Title 56, Section
356, Louisiana.Revised.Statutes of
1950), the waters of the State of
Louiéiana on the south side of Grand
‘Isle from Caminada Pass to Barataria
Pass, in Jefferson Parish, from éhe
southwest side of Caminada Bridge to
the northeast side of Barataria Pass
at Fort Livingston, extending from
the beach side of Grand Isle to a
distancé of five hundred (SOO)‘feet
beyond the shoreline into:the‘Gulf
of Mexico from the said Grand Isle

are hereby designed as CLOSED ZONES, and

21
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WHEREAS, for the purpose of
protectiqg, propagating, maintaining
,aﬂd festocking the supply of -game and
othér fish in thesé“waters} and for the
purpose of‘preventing a public health
problem or measure because of undesir-
aﬁie fish (such as small catfish) or
oth;}vaquatic or marine life being
left on the beach of Grahd Isle to
rot or déteriorate,'the said above
waters are closed to salt water netting,
trawls and seihes of any type from
May 1 to September 15, both dates
inclusive, and beginning ﬁay 1, 1955
and each yéar thereafter during this
period, until further action on the
part of the Commisgion,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wild Life and
Fisheries Commission post, publish

according to law, and properly enforce

area described.

MR. HOGAN: The second item I have on

sooe
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the agenda this morning,;gentlemen, is a proposi-
tion‘between tﬁe wild Life and Fisheries Commis-
sion'ana the Department of Highways.

When the Departmegt of Highﬁaxs commenced
building I-10 through the Atchafaléya Basin, they‘
constrhctedtpr caused to be constructed a building
in the Basin near wWhiskey Bay, which they used as
an engineers' office. If is a well constructed
building, a rather niée building. They have no
further use for it. The Director has been in con-
‘tact with the Dep&?tment\of Highways and they have
agreed to alléwing_wild Life and Fisheries to use
this building. They will turn the builaing over
to Louisiana Wild Life and fisheries Commission at
no cost to the Commission other than the regular
upkeep of the bulldlng and the surroundlng grounds.
At any time that we feel we no longer need the
bulldlng, they would be notified and the building
would be returned to them.

Wild Life and Fisheries would like to use
it as sort of a base camp in that Basin. There is
a lot of activi£y in the Basin as far as Wild Life

and Fisheries'matters would be concerned and with

29000
8388 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
‘0009



24

the interstate through there, of course; and the
new 1aunchih§ areas and‘parking areas they have
below'fhere,-there will be much more. We coﬁld.
‘get a loé of use out of this building.

I would like the Commission to go.On
record todéy, authoriéing the Director to enter
into a contract with the Department of Highways
for the use of this building.

MR. BERRY: Mr. Chairman, I so move.

MR. DUPUY: I second it.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Berry, seconded by Mr. Dupuy. Is there any fur-
ther discussioﬁ?‘ Any objection? |

(No respohse)

So orderéd and adopted.

MR. HOGAN: I have one other item whiéh
is not on the agenda, if you will bear with me a
little bit.

I would like to show the Commission and
the spectators here today-the new uniform thét the
Wild Life and Fisheries Commission Enforcement
pivision is going to start wearing, hopefully

about the first of the week. Would you ask Ray

9906 .
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Montet to come in, please?

THE CHAIRMAN: He is going to be the
model?

MR. HOGAN: He's the model. This uni-
fofm (indicating) is a little different from the
old ones. We got away from the old colors a little
bit. What we are trying to do is inform the public
that when tﬁey'see a Wildlife Enforcement Agent
they will recognize him as such. You know, often-
times..we have agents of other divisions who are
out in the field and people mistake them for wWild-
life Agents or Enforcement Agents, and this is one
of the reasons Qe decided £o get away from the old
colors to some extent.

This two—~tone type of uniform is used
quiteAextensively now over the southern part of
the country, at least. I have seen them at the
Southeastern Conference gquite a lot, so this will
be the new uniform, hopefuliy for the next few
years.

Thank you, gentlemen.

'MR. BERRY: Colonel, that's a good look-

ing uniform. We might have done better for a model

:
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théugh.
(Laughtér)

MR. ANGELLﬁ: Weaf it proudly.

THE CHAIRMAN:‘ Mr. Kenneth Sﬁith.

MR. SMITH: Mr. Chairman and Members of
the Commission, on March 27 an ad hoc committee
for coordination of federal and state wildlife
respohsibilities, headed by Mr. Shepherd, forwarded
to the state directors a memorandum which, among
other things, recommended the closure of a number
of th; warm water fish hgtcheries in the Southern
states. We have one of these hatcheries in
Louisiana at Natchitoches. This hatchery contribf
utes almost half of the fish which we normally
distribute each yeér.

MR. ANGELLE: You are talking gbout a
federal hatchery?

MR. SMITH: A federal hatchery, yes, sir.
As a result of this memorandum, the Director wrote
to Mr..Spencer Smith of tﬁe Bureau, asking that
this hatchery not be closed down, since it did
prdvide considerable service to the people of

Louisiana.

W , )
%3381 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
)OO



I

27

We received a letter back from Mr.
Mértinson, Mr. Sﬁith‘s asSis#ant, stating- that
they did not plaq to close the fish §roduction por-
tion of this hatchery down but they did intend to
élose the aquérium down, which has been de&eloped
over recent years and apparently has received a 1lot
bf public interest. |

We shortly thereafter received a letter
from representatives, legislators, in the Natchi-
toches area, expressiné considerable public inter-
est in‘thig aguarium. We also received a letter.
from the Répidestarish Wwild Life Association.
After contacting the hatchery manager at thchi—-
toches, we found out that there are about 48,000.
visitors each year to this aquarium. We feél that
the»aquariuﬁ serves a considerable need and is a
service to the people of Louisiana and that it
should remain open. Possibly a request by the
Commission to the Buréau.to retain this facilitf
Qould go a long way toward trying ﬁo keep it open
to the public. _We would like to see it kept open.

THE CHAIRMAN{ And your recommendation to

the Commission is that we go on record?
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MR. SMITH: Yes;'sif. Make this formal
requést to the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and wWild-
life that they retain the complete hatchery as it
is presentiy being operated.

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-
mendation. Is there a motion for adoption?

MR. DUPUY: Mr. Chairmén, I éo move. I
think t hat there is plenty of funds available for
purposes of that nature, that the federal govern-
ment ought to continue to undertake its responsi-
bility infhat airectiop. I think that with the aiﬂ
of our Congressional delegation and anyone else
that can help, we should ask that they continue to
operate the agquarium part of thg hatchery.

MR. ﬁERRY: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Dupuy, seconded by Mr. Berry, that this'recommenda-
tion be adopted. Is there any objection?

(No response)

So carried. 5,

(Text 6f the resolution

is here madea part of

the record,)

:

©0
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WHEREAS, the Bureau of Sport
Fisheries and Wildlife has under con-
sideration a ¥eduction of funding for é
number of'Warm water fish hatcheries, and
WHEREAS, there is one federal
hatchery in Louisiana, located at
Natchitoches, which provides useful
services to the citizens.of this State,
and
WHEREAS, the stated places
of the Bureau include the closing of the
agquarium at the Natchitoches facility,
which attracts 48,000 visitors annually,
NOwW THEREFORE‘BE_IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission urgently requests the Bureau
of Sport Fisheries and Wiidlife to main-
tain the Natchitoches Fish Hatchery at
its present leQel of operation.
MR. SMITH: The second item, Mr. Chairman,
on March 19 the Winn Parish Police Jurj forwarded
a resolution to the Commission requesﬁing that

commercial netting be made illegal in Dugdemona

8660 :
3§§§§ HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans



30

Creek.~§koe assigned a fisherieg bioloéists up
thére to. make a survey up there to determine the
status of the fish‘populatioﬁ'in this particular
body of wafer.

He made some net sets in this are ad
he determined that therevwaé a low poundage of fish
available in this particular creek or stream, bu£'
that commercial fishing was not a serious limiting-
factor,_that.there were vefy few commercial nets
in evidence. |

We feel that if the netting were closed
it would be se£ting~a preéedeht’that we would feel
would be detrimental in the long run to utiliza-
tion of the resources in~this d;ea and that, based
on what we found, we would not recommend at this
time that the cpmmerciél nettiné be prohibited from
this river. We would reéommend that thé request
not be:granted.

| THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the recom-

mendatioh.

MR. BERRY: I so move.

MR. LUTTRELL: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.

Q069 ,
%8835 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
2002 ,




31

Berry, séconded by Mr. Lutt;ell. All in favor,
say aye.
IN'UNISO&: Aye.
THE-CHAIRMAN: So carried,
MR. SMITH: Thank you.
(Text of the resolution
is here made a part of
the fecord.)
WHEREAS, the Winn Parish
Police Jury has requested the Louisiana
Wild Life and Fisheries Commission to
cloée Dugdemona Creek to commercial
fish netting in order to allow the com=-
mercial fish populations to reestablish
themselves at a more rapid.rate, and
WHEREAS, a Commission fisheries
biologist has conducted a survey to
determine the status of tﬁese fish on
Dugdemona Creek and has found that
although the fish population is 1low
the use of commercial gear is not a
significant factor on production of

commercial fish, angd
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WHEREAS, the Coméission is of
the opinion the closure of this water
body ;d commefcial fish netting would
estabiish an undesirable precedent and
would not serve a useful purpose in
feestéblishing commercial fish popula-
tions,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission feels it unwise at this time
to take the requested action. If such
a closure should be deémed feasible in
the future the Commission will reconsider
its position.
THE CHAIRMAN: 1Is there any other busi-
ness? Dick? |
MR. ANGELLE: Do you want to make a
report on our deer feeding and fescue operations?
I think it would be proper at this time.
MR. YANCEY: We all know that the flood
water conditions in Louisiana have brought about

some very serious problems insofar as the manage-

ment of our deer herds are concerned, particularly

00
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along the Mis#issippi River and down in the Atcha-
falaya Basin. Of course, this has received nation-
wide publicity and the Cémmission ﬁas made an all-
out effort to do éverything-that it could to
minimize the losses of deer resulting from the
flood'wétef conditions, particularly with reference
to ehforcement activities ﬁhat have érevehted the
illegal killihg of any deef that we;é‘driven out

by the flood waters and also, of course, the deer
rescue operations that the field people of the
Commission undertook Quring the time that the
Morganza Floodway was opened and also during the
‘time that the levee around the upper end of the
Saline Game Management Area was overtopped by flood
waters and a lot of deer were removed out of there
.by our people, using boats.

We felt that those operations worked out
very successfully and resulted ih reducing the-
number of deer that were drowhed by the flood water
of COu;se, last week we began a survey through the.
biologists of the game division élong the edges of
all the river basins of the state, at least those

in the eastern part of the state, where high waters

96006
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have po;ed a real prdblém.‘ The purpose of this
survey is to determine, No. 1, the number of deer
that have been stranded out in the flood water by
iising watér levels. We found that we probably
have on the order of three or four thousand éeer
fhat are stranded out in these flodd wat;rs on
small acreages of ground that have not been over-:
topped by rising water levels. We will have a fina
figure on that probably within a week or ten days,
but we think offhand now it probably runs somewhere
around three or four thousand deer.

In'most cases this involves herds of deer
that may be as few as 25 on small one or two-acre
knollsup to possibly six-or seven hundred on a 40
or 50-acre knoll. Of course as the water levels
increased, these deer rapidly consumed the avail-
able foliage and boughs on these small acreages,
and this resulted in a situétion where the deér
very quickly ran out of food. Last week the’
Commission began to supplementally feed these deer
on these lands. |

We have worked with the landowners. We

got help out of the Corps of Engineers. We got

bt
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financial help through the Louisiana wWildlife
Federation, particularly the Iberia Rod and Gun
Club, and we are getting help in the purchase of
some of this food ﬁhat has béeﬁ put out for these
deerhin the areas where they were in dire need of
supplémental_feeding. .Saturday, for example,
there was 12,000 pounds of feed put out in the
Atchafalaya Basin that was made poésible through :
the usé of a helic0pter from the Corps of Engineers
and they also paid for the feed that was dropped
there. Up along the Mississippi River quite a few
of these deer are 1océted on lahds owned by Inter-~
nationai Paper Company and they have made available
around $1,000 to $1,500 to buy deer féed for those
areas. They have also made available boating equip
ment that has been used to transport this feed into
these very inaccessible areas that are surrounded
by flood wéters.

This program will continue probably for
another month. We don't anticipate water levels
t§ go do&n for at least‘another month or six weeks
to Vhere we would be in a position of possibly dis-

cont inuing this deer feeding program. Of course,
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we feel ghat‘it is essential that this be continued
particularly down in the iower Atchafalaya Basin.
This is going to mékg or break the survival of some
of the nucieus deex hefdé”thaf we are‘going to need
to repopulate that Basin after the flood waters
recede.

In‘adaition to that, we called Dr. Frank
Hayes, who is the leader of the Southeastern
Cooperative Wild Life Disease Study, and asked him
if he would send a team over to examine_ some of
these deer and he did last week. They gathered a
lot of information that 1is géing to be very help-
ful to us in this overall program.

Now the second effect that this flood-
water condition is having which is of tremendous
concern to all of us is that there are thousands
of deer that moved out over the levees and were
displaced by the floodwater conditions, and these
deer are how on and around agricultural lands that
lie up and down the Mississippi River and down ﬁhe
eastern edge of the Atchafalaya Easin, so Qe are
looking for some very serious crop damage problems

to take place, beginning this week. Personnel in

8609 _ _ . .
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Joe Herring's division have been assigned to coor-

dinate an effort along the Atchafalaya and another

biologist has been assigned to coordinate an

efﬁort aloﬁg the Mississippi River to do what we
can tb minimize this crop damage situétioﬁ. We
are going to hse some experimentgl_devices that
will possibly help keep some of these deer out of
the fields, and this, of course, is about all we
can do.

Now in most cases the food conditioﬁs
for these displaced deer that have moved out of
these river basins is good. There'is5ﬂo need at
this time to provide any supplemental feed for
those animals. The places whefe this supplemental
feedings program is being carried out are on these
small knolls and out in the middle of these flood-
watér areas where we have large numbersrof deer
standing on very limited acreages.

That is about tﬂe situation as we see
it now. If anyone has any suggestions that they

want to offer as to what we could do, we would

appreciate them.

MR. ANGELLE: Mr. Buguet, do you want to
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comment on that?

MR. BUQUET: No, thank you.

MR. ANGELLE: Dick, you might mention
the fact that we cannot solicit funds for this
emergency reliéf feed program but we can accept
the money.

MR. YANCEY: That is true. What we have
told people is that, of course, as a state agency
we do not solicit money for this program. However,
quite a few people have made contributions and
this really helped kick-this program off and it has
made the difference insofar.as éuite a few of these
deer are concerned}.because the first spot that was
fed up in Madison Parish, the deer immediately‘con—
sumed every grain of feed that was put out, involv-
ing aSout 700 pounds. fhe feed is being very
quickly used once it is supplied in these areas
where these deer are short on feéd.

Of course, range pellets are the prin-
cipal type of food that is being put out, and in
spite of the fact that deer have never seen rangé
pellets, when they are in the shape they are in

now, they very quickly consume those for food.
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We feel the program is prbgfessing very
‘satisfaétorily, but it is going to take gquite a

lot of money to continue Qith'it until the need
is over. | )

MR. BERRY: Is.there~anything to be done-
to protect those animals from the parasites, 1like
ticks and fleas? Can anything be-put oﬁ the
animals to kill those insects?

MR. YANCEY: Well,’this feeding program
-~ if those deer are in good physical healﬁh, then
probably the parasites are minimized, but when they
begin to lose weight, this is when problems like
paragites really shape up in a hurry, so k?eping
the deer in good physical condition is the best
way to cope with this problem of parasites.

The 1ando§ners have allowed the felling
of a lot of trees in this area and, of course,
these deer véry gquickly consume all of the avail-~
able foliage and stems and twigs on these trees.
In one area where this type of program has been
carrigd out for about three or fbur weeks, it ﬁas

gotten now where, when these men turn their power

saws on to drop these trees, the deer immediately
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{ donation of $1,000 submitted yesterday by Mr.

appear through the woods.

MR. BERRY: It is a feeding call.

MR. YANCEY: It is a feed éali for these
animals, iﬁ looks like, so they adjust very quicklf
to this arrangement.

-MR,VANQELLE: Just oﬁé.éxample of a->
donation, I would like you to bring out.

MR. YANCEY: All right. There was a

Cleveland Amory. Mr. Rosenthal of Jefferson Parish
turned this check over to Mr. Angelle yesterday,

to be u;ed for'purpoées of purcﬁasing feed for thes;|
deer in these stranded areas, and of course, this
will immediately be used within the next day or
two to acquire feed and by the end of the week it
will be out where these deer can take advantage of
it.

THE CHAIRMAN: Is there any further dis-
cussion?

MR. DUPUY: I wonder if it wouldn't be
proper for us to give éome sort 6f recognition to
the contributors if they -- I don't know; have you
had any anonymous &bnations?

MR. YANCEY: No. We can keep a record

W
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of those who havé made donations and certainly
that would be very much in order. I think Qe_
should provide them with an accounting after this
program'isoner Qith,'as‘to the use of their money
for this purpose.

"MR. BERRY: Dick, it wouldn't upset you
if the news media set uplsome kind of fund, 1like

a Save-the~-Deer Fund, or that kind of thing, would

it?

MR. YANCEY: No, sir.

THE CHAIRMAN: We can't do it.

MR. BERRY:. The news media can. We
can't. | |

Mﬁ. YANCEY: Over in Iberia Parish‘the
Wildlife Federation group there is collecting money
and then they are in turn sendiné in checks here
to the New Orleans office and as these come in,
purchase ordefs for 'that -amount are being issued
to our district office, where‘théy can buy feed on
the spo; wit h out involving major transportation
pfoblemé and getting this right.bn out to these
areas where the se deer are:

THE CHAIRMAN: All right. Is there any
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other business?

MR. ANGELLE: Mr. Autin, you might call
on some of the division chiefs, assistant directors
or executive assiétants{ to see if they have any-
thing’they'may'want to bring up at this time.

THE CHAIRMAN: Is there anything else?

(No response)

MR. BERRY: I move we adjourn.

MR. LUTTRELL: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: »it has been moved by Mr.

Berry, seconded by Mr. Luttrell that we adjourn.

. ; . Thereupon, at 10:45 o'clock
a.m,, Tuesday, May 22, 1973, the
Board Meetinq of the Louisiana
Wild Life and Fisheries Commission

was adjourned. . . .
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