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Wild Life and Fisheries Commission convened at

sﬁfeet, New. Orleans, Léuisiana, J. G. Jones,
éhairman}'presiding. .« e .
?RESENT WERE :
J. G. JONES, chairman.
H. C. WRIGHT, Vice—Chairman
J. B. ANGELLE, Director
H. E; LUTTRELL

J. THOMPSON

- e @ o — -
. -

—— d—— . m— — —

1. Approval of minutes of October 17 and
November 2, 1972.

TED O'NEIL

2. _.Extend the experimentél program of dressing
and dyeing nutria pelts.

JOE HERRING

3. Acceptance of State Land Office land (221
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acrgs) to be included in Loégy Bayou
Wildlife Management Areé.

4. Accept WildlifevEconomic Values as proposed (10)
by U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

ALLAN ENSMINGER

5.. Request from Texas Gulf Sulphur for right of [(13)
way on Point au Chein. Game Management
Area.

KENNETH SMITH

!

6. Commercial fishing - Lake Verret. ' (15)

OTHER BUSINESS:

7. Land acquisition borderingvSaIQador Wildlife (18)

.Mgnagement Area.

8. Special meetiﬂg té make onsite,inépeétibn of (23)

the Grand Isle and Viéinity Hurriéane
_érotection project.

9. Speciél meeting.in Baton Rouge for Dr.JGeorge-(23]

Lowrey to make presentation to Commission|

. “members on Mammal book.

10.  Set d#ﬁe for Comﬁission review and approval.of(23f

bﬁdgef requests for 1973~74. :

11, 'Discuss need for corrective legislation on (24
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12. Retirement policy.
13. Cameron-creole Watershed Project.

CHAIRMAN JONES: The meeting will come to
order. Mr.»Autih is in town and his sister-in—iaw‘
is very.ill énd he may have gone to the hospital.
He may come inilgter,'though,

The first item of business ig.the.approva
of minuﬁes.of October 17.and November 2, 1972,

MR, THOMPSON; I so move.

MR. WRIGHT: Second.

TﬁE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Thompson, séconded by‘Mr.;° Wright. Is there any
fufther discussion? Anf'objecéion?

{(No response)

Hearing none, so ordered.

Mr. O'Neil.

MR, TED O'NEIL: Mr. Chairman.aﬁd gentie-
men of the cémmission, as you will remember last
feér_the_fur dressers of America took some offense
to the article we had i@iour magazine, saying that
they couldn't dress thé nutria, were unable to, and

we had to 'sénd all of our nutria pelts to Europe,

(28)

(31)
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to Italy and West Germaﬁy, for dressiﬁé, and it.
caused a-coqsiderable'lag in the dea;ersﬂggtting
their money back or whoever éenp over:tﬁeré. It
was about éix mbnths to a yeér'g lgg in knowing
what they had.

When I was in Ney’Ybfk thé‘loéai dressers
“1said the&lhave“had prébab;y.miilions of peltg they
have experimented with and that they cégld do as
well-aslthey.c;n, if we woﬁld fufﬁigp‘a few pélfs,
We contacted_the Refuée Diyisi§n'éha they agreed to
take out of their shafe, thé'trébpers' shgre,‘on
gheir ten percent, 300 pelts a year and we would
pass them out to the th;eevhmerican dréssers'or.
anyéne elseAwho wished‘to aress fqr'and practice on
this experimeﬁf. -

Now they have Séﬁi backvsome 6f tbe
.finiéhed products; the products of theif.experiﬁents,
vand I think some of them are fairly salable and:some‘
of them are neafly as gdod'as the.Europeans buﬁinot
as gdod as the best in Europe, becéuée,éll that we

~

ever see is the very finest that comes out:' of
. s

Eurbpe; o@t of Milarno, Italy, and out of'West

Germany. We don't see'eVérything that is‘'not-.real

[ . : ' BN ‘ :
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good out of Eufépe, but here we'are léoking’at what
Athéy.’oufmﬁhree Ameriqan dresseré.lhéve done.

| 'Now they would like téwcontinue another
seéson on this and I think they should. I am
récommendingi&hat-we.go aldng agaih and collect 300
pélts in the-refuggs and give them anothgr shot at
iﬁ and they wpﬁldflike_ﬁo go along.

MR;,THOMPSON; Ted, let me.ask‘yOu some-
thing. We afe\going to give them 300 mo;e'pelts.
Yoﬁ are'éatiéfied with the accountiné for the pelts
In'other wordé, that-the pelts that we gave'them in
the past aré.being used fof this purpose and you
have a waf of accgunting for'fhat,

MR. O'NEIL: Yes, that's right.

MR. THOMPSON: I am not saying that they
would~take ﬁhem.oﬁt and.Seli'them.br anything, but
1 megh so we won't have any.question‘about thaf.

MR. OfNEiL: Well, I am not‘exaqtly satisl
fied in a way because one outfip'sent bacﬁ a11 of
their 100 pelts, dressed, and we didn't iﬁﬁend thatﬂ
We only wanted.aﬁout ten éamples for éuf'displays :

and for our own use in our school displays, but one

oﬁkfitﬂgédt.them%ail’badk;fand‘Ifamngéﬁtinéﬁan

6 : , .
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office fuii'of futs and the first thihg'you_know
someboay is going to say,wé are going tb steal
them or something, but that's beside the point.

;  THE‘CHAIﬁMAN; As I,understand,.the pur-
posé“is not thaf they aré tanning:them for us and
returning every skin, but we are giving them‘the
fskins to énéburage them-to_try.to lea£n £o§ to tan
them. Is that Eorreet?

" MR, O'NEIL: That's true,.and_to'get a
pelt salaﬁie to the American manufacturers §h§'are"'
now going into.nutria pértly because they were
forced into"it'beéadse it is one of the furs that
I think'wé can keep a steadyfflow of the raw prod-
~th ggtting into the fur trade. 'rhé eéologists
hav¢~hur£.us's§me on some of the other fufs..on the
‘ spotted.furs, but I-beliévebﬁe are-all right_on the
‘nutria and'musk;at'and the ;accbbn;f-" |

| ﬂ'iHEVCﬁAIRMAN; Yo; have heéxdithe récdmf
mendation. What is your pleasure?

MR, WRIGHT: I so move.

- THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Wright.
 MR, LUTTRELL: ‘Second. |

o .

'THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr% Luttrell.
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Is there any further éiecussion?
| (No response)en
If not, so orderec.f
‘MR. O'NEIL: If anYone.would like to
examine the furs'?e |
" THE CHAIRMAﬁ:'_Ted} coulgeyon‘send some
of those to the Fur and Wildlife Festival so‘they
can-display‘theﬁ as being-Louisianaftanned'nutria,
MR. O'NEIL: 1 gure'caa;;: |
THE anIRMANzn.gr.‘ﬁerrigg.
MR. HERRING}. Thank you, ﬁro Chairman.
The first ltem I have on the agenda is the Louisi-
ana State Land Office hasbagreeq to lease}approxi—
'mately 222 acres.of tneir‘land to tne’Louieiana
Wildlife'and Fisheriesitommission.for a‘periodiof
35 'years for an addition to the Loggy Bayou Wild— 
life'Management Area. ‘One stipulation,of this ie_
that Qegleave a narrow etcip'ofotheir land-open:
" for ingress and-egress purposes for a prlvate

1nd1v1dual who owns land in there.v' o i. “tV

Jan

'5M;I recommend at.thls tlme‘that Qe'go

ahead and accept thls 1and for an addltlon to our

‘*TLoggy Bayou Wlldllfe Management Area. *f

31 ) L
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THE CHAIRMAN:‘ You have hea?d tﬁé recom-
mendatién. What is your pleasuréé
MR. LUTTRELL: I §o move.'
MR. THOMPSON: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: It has'béen moved by Mr.
Luttrell, seconded by Mr. Thbmpsoni' Is:thére any
other discussion? Any objeétion?'
E V(No response)
Hearing noﬁe, so ordered.
(Tekf of éhe resolution.
is here made a part of
the record.)
WHEREAS, personnel of the‘Game
Division has met with.personnél of the
Statngand Offiée for the purpose of
leasing State Land Office land joiﬁing
the Loggy Bayou wWildlife Management 
Are#, and - | |
WHEREAS, this land owned by the
State Land Office cbnsists_of SEmev222
acres, and.
| | WHEREAS, the State Land Office

“-is leasing this land to ‘the Louiéiapa”éﬂ-'

é:‘a . . . ' '
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Wild Life and Fi;herie; Commission fo;
a pefiod of 35 years at no‘cost} and
WHEREAS, a narrﬁw strip in
Seé?iod 17 has been reserved for a
private aner'in the center 6f the
'wildlife Manégement Area’to water
his céttle in nggy Bayou,
| NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the LOuisiana wild Life_and Fisheries
Commission accept these leases as an,
additioﬁ of approximately'222 acres to
the.Loggy'BaYOu Wildlife Management Area.
MR. HERRING: Mr. Chairman, the next ite@
every five years the U. S?:Départmenﬁ of Interiof
‘makes a nafiopal survey of huntipgband fiéhing for
‘economic purposes. They.pu#lisﬁ'a book and tﬁis
is it (indicatinﬁ) eathfive years on this, with
all the‘valﬁeslpertainipghto urban apeag.;ruraliv
areas, the number of women. who hugp,.thé ﬁﬁmber of
men, how much is spent, and:variogs thingsviike
this. - .  %; |
| .I‘wbuld likejfa feCOmmend to the Com-

mission at this time that we accept this economic.

-1 2 e . . .
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survey so that we caﬁ use the-Qalueé in it for the
envifpnmenﬁallimpaét statements that we have to
make and also some of the statements to the Soil
Conservation Service, U, S. Corps of Engineefs and
other governﬁental énd'private organizations. fhis
will be combined with éhe speciés vaiues that the
Commission did accept severai.montﬁs back.  We will}
‘use the two together. ‘
THE CﬁAIRMAN;' You have heard the récdm—
mendation. What is your pléasure? | B
MR. WRIGHT: I so &évg.
MR.<fHOMP§ON: Second. |
$HE'CHAIRMAN;. It has béen moved by Mr.
Wright, seconded by Mr. Thompson. IE tﬁere any
further discussion? Any objection?u
-(No response)
ﬁearing pone; so ordered.
(Text of the resolution
is here made a part of
the record.)
QHEREAé, the U. S. Department

.of the"igterior makes a national survey

P - -

Bftfiéhing;éﬁddﬁﬁhtiﬁaﬁeéch:yééf; S g
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WHEkEAS. personnél of the
Louisiana Wila.Life and Fisheries
Commission gquote information from
'tﬁesg surveys in enviropmental impact
étatemeht;, sté%ements to'thé Soil
Conservation Serviéé, U. S. Corps of
Enéinéers,wand other governmental
and private érgaﬁizétions,'and

" WHEREAS, these surveys give

the economic values of hunting and
fishing and the ﬁumbers,df women and
men who.par;icip;te in thése sédrts
as well as locations they are from, and

WHEREAS. such values ére‘
needed at present, and until such ﬁime
as the Southeéstern Asgoéiation of Game,
Fish and Conservation COmmissiqners'
economic survey is completed,i

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED‘M
that the Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission acceptifhe Uu."s. Depértment of
Interior's 1970 National Survey of Fishigg

and'Hunting, along with game and’:fish

) . o . . :
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species vélﬁes as previdusly set-by'
the Commission and that these vélues
be used in preparing eéonomic Qalues
for statements by personnel of the
- Louisiana Wild'Life'and'FiSheries
Commission. R
| - THE CHAIRMAN: Thank‘yoﬁ. Joe.

MR; HERRING: - Thaﬁk yoﬁ,'Mr. Chairman.

THE CHAIRMAN: Allan. |

MR. ENSMINGER: Mr; Chaifman, Gentiémen.'
of the Commission; we have recei&gd a.request from"’
Texas Gulf,Sulphur Company of‘Houstod. Texés. seek-
ing pérmiésion to install‘é six-inch natural gas
bipeline across a portion of our Point au Chien
Wilalife_Managément'Area in Lafourche Parish. This
line will exténd from anvexisting Texaco pipeline
thgt crosses'oﬁr property ovgr to their property,
where they have an ex£énsivé sulphur-mine. I am
.sure that if we include all of the necessary safef
guards that-this pipeliné can be ips£a11eé without
doing any appreciable damage to our ﬁiidlife Managefl
ment Areé; VTherefore,JI.woula like to recommend

that this permit be granted to Texas Gulf Sulphur,

e - _ . - — : | — '
' @ HELEN R. DIFTRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
3 ' : , S



14

with the stipuiation that tﬁé right of‘waylwill
cease to e%ist at such time as‘théy ceasé to-use
the 1line. | | |

THE CHAIﬁMAN: You‘have'heard the recom-
mendation. What is‘your“pleasufe?

"MR. WRIGHT: I so move. '

_MR. LUTTRELL.: Seconhd;‘

THE CHAIRMAN: M§véd by Mr;MW:ight,'
seconééd»by Mr..Luttrel;.  Is the?é;any fﬁrthér.
discussion? ,An&lobjection? | o |

(No responsé5
Hearing none, so orderéé(
(Te#t of the reSolﬁtiqn
is here made a part of
the record.)
WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wild
ﬁife‘and Fisheries Commission has
received written applicati&n from the
‘Texas éulf Sulphur Company of Houston,
Texas to instéil a six-inch natural
~gas pipeline acioss a‘portion'of.thé
Poinf au Chien Wildlife Management

e

Area -in Lafourche Parish, ‘and

08¢ o . S ) , A
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commercial'fishing but in recent years the Com-

ﬁHEREAS, this reQuestzhas been
examined by pérsonnel of the Louisiana
wild Lifé and Fisheries Cémmission,'and

WHEREAS, it has been determined
that this work can be approved provided
appropriate safegﬁards'arg incorporated
in the right of wéy agreement, aﬁd

~ WHEREAS, Texas Gulf Sulphur Com-

pany'haé agreed to pay the standard right
of Qay-fée for a 25-foot wide rigﬁt of way,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
tﬁat~the Louisiana wild Lifé aﬁd Fisheries
COmmisgiop’doeg hereby grant'pefmission

to the Texas Gulf Sulphur Company to

‘install a six-inch natural gas pipeline

across a portion of the Point au Chien

Wildlife Management Area..
THE CHAIRMAN: Kenneth.

‘MR. KENNETH SMITH: Mr. Chairman and

Members of the Commission, for the pdst number of

years Lake Verret has been closed to year-round

s
o ¥

mission has opened this ‘lake to fishing by.pérmit

§§§° HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC, the complete convention service in new orleans
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with the Police Jury in Assumption Parish and have

from January 1 through March 3i. We have worked

a:rivéd at.these recommeﬁdations that would reQuire-
the permit, that alil fishermeﬁ with legal commer?
cial fishing ‘licenses ﬁay fish, and that they uéé
legal netting.

.We.wodld like to reeommend agéin.that
this lake be Openéd to commercial fishing from
January 1, 1973 fhfoﬁgﬁ March 31, 1973.

| THE CHAIRMAN: 'You‘hévé heara the recom-
mendation. What is your plgaéure?

_MR. THOMPSON: So move.

MR. WRIGHT: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: If has been moved by M;.
Thoﬁpson,_seconded by Mr. Wrigﬁt. Is there any
discussion? Any‘objeCtion? |

| | (No response)
. Hearing none, Qo ordered.
| (Text of the resolution
is here made a part of
_the record.)
wnsﬁnas, pégt.fish population

"””éut@éyS“havétindiéated'a”high}roﬁéh -~%+e§f'

0083
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fish pépulatioh in Lake”Verret,-snd’

o | _WHEREAS, the remov$l~of fhe‘-
rough fish will providé a sdurée of
income to'commercial fishgfﬁgn as well"
‘as furnish growiqg-épace-for.gamebfish.
‘and, |

wéEREAs. the AgsumptiOn Parish
,Policé'Jury has requested Lake Vérret be
opened to ﬁet fishing frém 3anhary i,
1973 through March 31. 1573.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that Lake Veérret be opened to ne£ fish-
ing during the above period providéd the
Afoiiowing provisibnsuare,adhered.to:

'~l, A pefmit'wiil be required
| "of each fiSherman.
2."2f§he Lake will be opened to.
:all.fishefﬁéh_with legal
.c6mmercial fishiﬁg licenses.
3. Itlwill be open to tﬁe use
of all legal bets°
4. Eiéhérmeh‘remove a11~1egélzl

Vo fmkal v commercial and rough fishooe

oD - - - _ . ST '
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.that:are caughto'

THE.CHAIRMAN: Underw"othgf Bﬁéingéé,"
land écqﬁisition bofdering salvador'wildlife Man-
agement Afea‘ Burt.

| MR. ANGELLE: Aﬁr. chairﬁaﬁ,.a large land

corporation here in Louisiané has édntaqtéd me
’wi#h the posgibility of offering'é large:ﬁract of
land contigﬁous with one of.our management,areas
 §t presedf.'ahdvl would 1ike tb:knoﬁ if the Com-
mission wéuld like'for mé‘to puréué;this mattér
with this éorporation and reportuback to.the Com-
.miésion.

MR. THOMPSON:; I so move.

' MR, WRIGHT: Second.

' THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Thompson,'seconded by M;; Wright, that we proceed
witﬁ the gegbtiatibns for the purchase. Is there
‘any further discussion? Any,oﬁﬁectionz

| (Né»response)
vHearingfﬁone,iés ordered..

- The next item involves an on-site’inspec-'

tion of the Grand Isle and Vicinity Hurricane .Pro-

- ,
A, wE Y Te gttt
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<)
"MR. NORMAN LEGENDRE: My name is Norman

Legendre and I appeared before.you a£ tﬁe last
meeting aﬁd there were some things that I had to
do to gatisfy‘you, and one of the things was maps,
'whiah“llgave to Mr. Allan Ensminger, aﬁd another
thing was a letter to the Director,-which~i have
sént;_with feference to'this right'of way. Another
ﬁhing-fhat you asked about is the environmental
impact study, had one beeq made ér what weie our
inteﬁtiohs;"Onefhaé beentﬁade by the Louisiana
bepartﬁent of Public Works and from'my iﬁformatiod
it.ﬁas satisfied all £hé local, state and federa1 
criterié,A

‘The next thing-would be that the align-
ment be moved to the eagéiof the property that you
own in thg.Point au Chien Game Management Area and
the U. S. Corps of Engineérs has agreed to move
this right_along.the lipé‘;s long. as thére is no

engineering problem, which I am sure it does not

—_—

make any difference to them where it passes, if it

i

is a few feet in your property or right near the

propertyiline, which canfbésmbved; andg théy have

!
wo
+
H
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Anothef thing we ha?g'gottgn, and I just
.talked to our éngineer; was to fly the Director_and
a11.of tﬁe'cbmmissioners, anybody that wants to
attend; to fly over £he area involved, the Petro-
leum HelicOpfers has affordea us a ship that can
.take‘oﬁe or two men that would want to go. .Of
-course, this would be at Mark Bfficio's bffice in
Galliano.

0f course, I don't know what we need
here, but whatever we need, I would iike‘to do it.

THE CHAIRMAN: No. 1, have you furnished
to us a copy of your ehvironmenﬁal impact state-
ment? We would.like:to‘have a copy of it.

| ﬁR._LEGENDRE: I am sufe that one can be

made available, because it has been done by the
‘Louisiana Department of Public W&rks;

MR. ANGﬁLLE:: Mr. chairman,'in receiving
Mr. Legendre's letter, té1ling me about the environ-~
meﬁtal impact étatemegtbﬁeing made by the Deéart*
meht of Public Works, hégdid not incluée an environf
méntal impact study so our people couid take a look
at it. Howevér.'immediately I~did write go 2gblic

WOrks.and’request'thaﬁﬁthéy*fdrﬁardfus¢a copy-of it}

ggg HELEN R. DIFTRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
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and as of now I héve nof'yet received this environ-
mental impact statement from Public‘WorkE.- If you
have a copy to make availab;e,to us"i@mgdiétely;
we would like to have one.

MR. LEGENDRE: I don't ﬁave one but the
Executive Seqretary, Mr. Bob.Guidry; haé-informeq
me that one.has been made so I am‘sure that‘he must
.haVéithig informationlavai;éble, so I %mvsure that.
if we need to, we can get-you‘bqé. 

 uR. ANGELLE: I think it is most iméor- 
tant that you get it over here éé soon as you pbs-
sibly can, maybe even ﬁand carry ifa

MR. LEGENDRE: If I have got té'go to
Baton Rouge and come right‘back,_I.am gding to do
thét.

‘MR.~ANGELLE;_ We neea it.before we go
down there AAd.ﬁakeuany type of ons;te‘inspectidn.

THE CHAIRMAN: .In connection,witﬁ thgt,
the Coﬁmission is-cohtemplating maybe holding our
.next meeting ‘in Jahuary in Houma éﬂd.if maybe
we canAgrrangé.if, in &bhjunction Wiﬁh tbat, we
can c6nd§ct the onsite inspedtion; It is'tentg4

ftiQéféﬁahﬁrf'Aﬁdglleyaﬁii,get’in“touthﬁith'you.

@ . . - . .
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MR; LﬁGENDRE:. I had a commitmeﬁéifrom
our engiqéer. Hé would belavailablg,Wedhesday,
Thursday and Friday. Of coqfse, this}is sﬁpposéd
to have been done last week but he has beenJill
and unable to complete his plans..jThen again, if
there is.anything_that could be dohe‘ThQrSday or
Friday, if you want to do it, Qe could fly you out
of here. |

THE CHAIRMAN: We are talking about in

January now, about the third or fourth week ‘in

January.b'The fourth Monday and.Tuesday in January,
one of those two days.

MR. LEGENDRE: The fourth -- .

THE CHAIRMAN: - Monday and Tuesday of
Janﬁary, and preferably-Monday, I would think.
Monday afternoon, maybe'about.four o'clock,.some—
ﬁhing like that. Three or foﬁr o'clock.

MR, LEGENDRE: Mighty fine. We.will~try
to arrgngglit. |

THE CHAI#MANé'-It is all téntativg now.

You work it out with Mr.'Angelle and he will keep

“in touch. And the other'thing, you are going to

:éef"fdi”ﬁsmihmediate1§¥thé"éﬁ§ifonmeﬁ€él“imbéct"

[l Lo )
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is the same day we had picked yesterday. W

statement.
| MR. LEGENDRE: I am gbing to make it.my

business. I thank you for'your~time.. I appreci-

ate it.

.THE'éﬁAIRﬁAﬁ: ‘Thank you. All right,
No..9.is a special'meeting,iﬂ Batoh'ROUgenfof Dr.
George Lowery to make présentatioﬁ to ;he.C6mmis_
sion ﬁembers'on-hisvmammal'bbok.'

VAMR.'WRIGHT: Mr. phair@éh;,l thiﬁk'fes{ 
ferdéy Qe'discussedAthe possibilitf of meeting
there on the izth day of January; That is a Fri-
day; And Qe could élsd‘take.up the_reyiew.of the
budget at thg‘samejmeeting because’&e have to do
that by'fhe 15th of Jénuary, anyhow.

| ' THE CHAIRMAN: All right, Items Nos. 9
and'lb. |
. MR. ANGELLE: Mr. chairman, I think we

are running.into 'a conflict here with the Fur

Festival being held the weekend of the 12th, which

B
ow I -

®.

~don't know how many‘of-the‘éommission expect to

.

.attend the Fur Festival. "I know Mr, O'Weil may be

"tied up with it and not’be:able to attend this
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meéting we set up with pr. Lowrey, -so I think we
may have'a little conflict in,dafe.

THE CHAIRMAN: I think, though, that when
they afe going to want you there, Burt, is Satur-
day and not Friday, see, so if thét is the date,
it wouldn't conflict.

« MR."ANGELLE:‘ I was just informed"ié is
the wéekend of the 12th, Frida&, Saturday and
Sunday.

| THE CHAIRMAN:‘ So we could go ahead and
,havevthis; if it is'ali’right. This will be Friaay
morning.‘ |
lMR. ﬁRiGHT: All dafﬂFriday.

THE CﬁAIRMAN: Allvday Friday, so Saturday
you can go to the Fu; Festival. Is that all right |
with evérybody fﬁen? We won't take any action on
‘| that.
| | Ali right. Nq. 11. Discuss need for
corrective legislation §n Marsh Island fund. Dick.

| MR. YANCEY: .er chai;mah and Members of
the COmmis§i§n, du?ing the 1971 Legislaturé, a bill
wa$ passed that had té‘do with setting up a five

million dollar “trust fund for Marsh ‘Island, which

) ) o .
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also provided that the money in the tfust fund
Qould be invested with the-Refuge to be operated

in perpetuity from the revenue from the investment.
However, that*ﬁpatute aié not sﬁecify that the
interest money from the inVestmenﬁ wquld go back
into ﬁhe Marsh Island fund, so there is a need for
'tﬁe intrpdﬁction of another bill at the 1973 sés—
sion of the'Legiglaturé, which would specifyvthét
the revenue from the investment would go back into
. the Maxsﬁ Island fund.

We wdqla like to recommend at this time
that the Commission endorse and suppor£ thé intro-
auction ahd passagde of’sucﬁ a bill, I think'we
kare all}aware of tﬁe.fact thétumiﬁeral operations
have ceased on Marsh Island and we operate oﬁr
minerals out there.jointly with the Russell Sage
Foundation and they have said that they.wquld per-
‘mit no additional mine?al operations on the Refgge
until such time. as this legis1ationJis passed. Wé
have probablyiiﬁst somefhing on the order of a |
million dollars during ﬁhis interim period, wait-
'ing for these matters tﬁlbe cleared up,'so it is

" important that ‘we get ﬁhié bil) introduced and”
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pésséd at the '73 sessién of the'Legislatufe.
- THE CHAIRMAN: You have h¢érd the;fécom-
mendation. What is your pléasure? |
ﬁR. THOMPSON: I so move.
Mk.'LUTTRELL: I second;

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Thomggon,‘sgcondéd by Mr. Luttreli.- Is there any
futtherldiscussion? Any objectibn?

| (No responéef
 Hearing-none, so oféered;v
(Text Gf the resolution
ié‘here_made a pait of
the reéord;)‘
 WHEREAS, Act 62 of .theé 1971

regular seésionAof the Legislature

provided for the eventual creation’

of a $S'mi1;ion trusﬁ fund under which

the Marsh Island‘Wildlife1Refuge in

Iberia Parish could be Operated.and

managed in pe:petuity:Aand. |

WHEREAS, said‘Act>spe¢ified

that the money in the trust fund would

I - T R e e -
““pe“invested 'in order toproduce+annual

e | _ ol L
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~, 8

revenue; and

WﬁEREAS, iFLwas.the”ihtent
of the legislation for the revenue
from_thé'investments_to aécrue to the

‘Marsh Island Fund so that it could be

used to finance wildlife managemént-

operations on Marsh Island; and

WHEREAS, there is a need for

additibnal legislation which will

uexpliéitiy state and requiferthat the

investment income will accrue to the
Marsh Island Fund; and

- WHEREAS, mineral operations

" on the Refuge will not be resumed

until such time that additional legis-
lation is énacted;that will‘cléqt;y

specify this;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED

that-the'Louisianaiﬂild Life and- .

 Fisheries Commission does hereby =

endorse and éupqut'the'enactment'

"of a Bill in the 1973 regular session -

- B

-

“of the Legislature that would specify ™

E% HE»I-F-NVR., DIFTRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new orleans -
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~and require.that any revenue accruing
from investment of money in the Marsh
Island Trust Fund would be returned to
the Marsh Island account.
THE CHAIRMAN: Thahk you, Dick. No. 12,
retirement policy, Burt. | '
MR, ANGELLE: Mr. Chairman, asAIﬂappre-
ciated heretofore, the Commission's poliey was. to
allow employees reaching the mandatory age of
retirement,~which.is'65, to retire at the end of

the calendar year followmng thelr blrthday. I have

a resolution prepared here and hopefully we can. get|

it adopted, andvit will read that all employees of‘
Louieiana Wild Life and Fisheries Commission shall
-handatorily retire'upon teachiné age“65; eaid retir
‘ment to be effective on'the firstfcalenoar day of
the month followxng the employee'e"65th bifthday,
whlch would amount to anybody reachlng mandatory
retirement in‘February, then hlS retlrement would
start} would be’ effectlve on the‘last day of the
month or the first day of the mouth followxng,
instead of carrylng these employees from January,

-

'?ebfnaf?:fﬂafoh}Tﬁpfiifigliﬂthé:way through to-the
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end of the‘calenéar year, makiﬁg mandatory retire-
‘ment on the first day following a man's birthday
in that calehdar year. |
| THE CHAIRMAN: You have héard-the recom-
mendation. What is your pleésure?
‘MR. WRIGHT: I so move..
MR. LUTTRELL:- Secona.
THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by ﬁr.
Wright, seconded by Mr. Luttrell. Is there any
bbjectionf
- (No response)
Hearing none, so ordered.
| (Text of the resolution
is-here made é part of
the record.)
WHEREAS, at the present time the
Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries Comr
mission has a retirement policy that all
Commission personnel retire onﬁpecémber
31 in the year in whiéh tﬁey attain age
65;'which poliéy was estaﬁlished because
the Louisiana State Employees' Retirement

System computed retirement benefits on

200 ' '
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the average earned compensation for the

three highest consecutive'caléndar years

of emplbymenp; and
" WHEREAS, bQ-Louigi;;a Act 135,

1972, the Legislature amended

LSA-R.S. 42:541 through 657, proviaing',

that_the13verage earned éompensation for

the purposes of retirement benefit pay-

ments shall be computed on fhe’earnings _

of the highest 36‘conseéﬁtive months of

employment, which would pefmit a bene-

ficial change in'thé,Commission's policy,

-by-requiring ah employee upon’reaching

his 65th'birthday to‘manaatorily,retire

on the fifst day of the calendar anth

~following the attainment of age 65:

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED

that the established retirement policy

of the Louisiana wild Life and Fisheries
Commission be, and it is hereby amended
as follows:

“All:empldyees‘of the Louisiana

?ﬁﬁifd%LffEFénaiﬁishefigsuCommiséiénV“
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~shall maaaatorily retire”uéep
reachiag age 65, said retirement'
to be effective on the first
~calendar day of tﬁe_month fol-
lowiag the employee's 65th“
1% birthday.
/JTﬁis:policy-change sﬁall become
effective Jahuary 1, l973.f
| "BE IT FURTHER RES‘OLVED_ that‘
the Director of this Commissiba Be,'an&‘
hebie directed,to‘netify in writing ail
‘empleyees of this policy change and that
‘he aise notify in writing the Louisiana .
StateAEmployees; Retlrement System of-the
adoptlon of this pollcy change.
MR. WRIGHT: Mr. chairman, I understand
‘hat thereqls a. hearlng toﬁorrow of the Corps of
Englaeers on the Cameron Creole watershed and that
;rthe cOmaiesion needs to look at this thing and make
'some kiad of'reeommendatien. i think Mr. Yaneey
has-a-etateﬁent.that‘the CommiSsion is 1ooking at

and I thlnk at this tlme, if 1t is all rlght,wwe

e D T .v,;.f:. <

L}woﬁld lrke tothear from himl

o8 ’ : - . .
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— MR. YANCEY: Mr. Chairman and Members §f
 the Commission, the U. S. Corps of Enginéers,?s
hbléing a public hearing in Cameron tomorrow to
consider thg'issuance of a permit for the estab-
lishment of the Camerbn—Creoie Watershed Project
and certainly the Commission has been requested to
formulate ﬁ position in connecfioh with‘the issu-—
ance~of,th$t permit and so state its.position at
tomorrow's meeting. | e
fﬁis proposedvpésitiénjstétemén; is somé

four pages in length and I am sﬁré you don't want‘
to listen:to all of'iﬁy'but I will éumméfize in
general what\it_saysf ”

| - The Came:oﬁ-Creole Watershed Prpject, of
course, ﬁas_been.undef consideraﬁionlfor a number -
of years..and planning stérted probably $§me.seven
or eight yéars ago. Of éourse, thiévproﬁéct is to
be financed by the U. S.FSQil Conservatidn Service
and local interests will then take over'maintenaqce
and so forth. During'1970:andkl97l we.wére
-requestedbby the ﬁo S. Soil Conservatiop.Serviée

to evaluate this_wépé;sﬁediprojegt plan along with

“some eighfeen-otheériwatéfshed projedtisithatiithey”

r ey ' ; _ . ;
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information as to the effect that we felt each one

- resources in the areas involved.:

‘tional features to overcome the obiéctions that the

'|“Lake. “"They “also agreed to “install major water

had under consideration in the state and give them
of these prdjects would have on fish and wildlife

At considerable time and expense on the
part of the Commission, each of these projects‘waé
évaluéted; At that time it was.fdund‘that the
éameronfCreole Watershed Project as pianned would
have adverse effects on fish and wildlife in the
area. Whén'this‘informati;;.wés éaneyed'back to
the loéalbpeople in thg.Soil COQsérvation Service,
they, of course, then wapted to hold consultatiohs
with our teghnipal people and these were held both
in the fieid and in the office aﬁa then they agreed

to modify the work plan to incorporate some addi-

.cdé@isgéén had'iﬁ connection with thét.projegt.
o i B§sicai1y‘therbjection was that thé pro-
jeét, as driginally planneé, would, weﬂfelt, bring
about an é#cessivé_draihage ofvthe‘marsh.lapd
affected, but they agreed to install gix welir

structures.on the private lands adjoining Calcasieu

oes. . ‘ : . SRl
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believe are going to bring. about an additional

the issuance of the permit; as requested by-the 

~fit'the'f:eéhwatéf’ﬁafshesdenclosed“by'theiieveeéfw"

control structures on the Sabine Natianaltwildlife
Refﬁge thch. of course, is under‘the cdhtrqi’of
the U. S. Bureau of Sport F?she:ies"aﬁd Wiidlife,
apd that fhe Bureau of Sport F;sheries and Wi;dlifﬁ
wguld have complete control over fhe operation of
thﬁse strubturés. ‘I think we can §11<a§ree that‘}
they will.operate water leVeléAwith these st¥uc-
tufeg in the best iﬁtéresté 6f'fish aﬁd‘wildlife.>
‘ Basically;Aéur objecﬁidps.were'overCome

when they agfeed to these mddifications, which I -

$400,000.00 in cost to that project, but wé»feel
certainly that that additiOnal cost 1is jﬁstified
becauée that is.probably one of the most important
fish and wildlife areas on the entire continent,
partidhlarly from the standpoint of migratory
waterfowl,

‘Baéically this positioﬁ sﬁatemenﬁ would
stipulate}that the Commission hasfﬁo objection to
Cameron Pérish Gravity District No# 3. It‘also

states that.it isbfélt that the project would bene-
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and watér'control structu#es. 1 thiﬂk we aré'all
~aware of -the fact that at the time the Calcasieu
River ship. channel was dredged.from-the Gulf of
Mexico up to Lake Charles, this introduced tremen-
dous volumes of salt water into tﬂe'ma;Shes on the
.east“side of Calcasieu Lake, and when the‘salt
iwgter got into these fresh marshés; it resulted in
a dowel fpr the fresh marsh vegetation. When thesgq

levees and water control structures are introducedJ

S A
(R B T

'Sg?in9t511§§, ra;her, th;s-will'ﬁénd to stabiiize
vsalin;gég§.' It y?llireduce‘the amount of tidal
;ction between Calcasieu Lake and the affected
.marshes,vand it will also hold water ih.the-éonds
‘and bayous duringuéeriods of'low,tide in calcasieu
Lake.
| Geherally speaking, the prdject as N

deéigned and‘plahﬁed,_should offset the damages,
certainly to a g;eétfextent[ that have resulted
mfroﬁ the widenihg aﬁd deepening of the Calcasieu
River ship'cﬁannel; Basically, thg;c;ose of this
statement is thgt.the Commission &dulq offer n§
Objecfion ﬁo the issuance of that permit 5y the

Corps of Engineers. =~ - 7

N

,goeb : : . . ‘ ‘
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Mﬁ, WRIGHT: ‘Mr.ﬂchaifman, i so.mové that
'this statement be adopted.
THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Wrighp; Is.there a second?
‘ &§.'LuTTRELL:' I'second:
THE CHAIRMAN: Seconded by Mr. Luttrell.
'Ié,there aﬁy further discussion? Any quection?
| (No respéﬁse)
Hearing none, so ordered.
(Text of the resoiutionﬂ
' is here made a part of
the record.)
' WHEREAS, the United States
. Corps of Engineers is hdlding a.public
hearihg in Cameron on December 20, 1972,
for ghé.purposé of considgriné'the issu-
ance 6E‘a permit in connection with the
creaﬁioﬂ of the Caﬁeron-Creole Watershed .
Project; gnd |
| WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wild
Life and Fishéries Commission has béeq
requeé@ed_to siate itg positi§n_re§ardf -

'ing the issuance of this permit; ~
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wa THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wild Life ;nd
Fisheriés Commission does hereby approve
the presentation of the following state-
ment at the Cdrps of Enéineérs' hearing
to be held oh December 20, 1972:
The Louisiana wild Life and

Fisheries Commission appréciatés the
opportunity to- -appear at this public
hea:ing~gnd‘§o‘comﬁent~6n thé Cameron-
Creole Watérshed Projécﬁ'and~on'thel -
Camerbn Parish Gravity Drainage Dis-
trict No. 3 request for permits uqdef‘
thch‘donstruction 6f this p;oject can
begihg'

| - This Agencf has lohg appreéi?
ated the productivity of Calcasieu Lak;
and the ﬁarsh ecosystem that héIps sup-
port this lake. We have been aware of
the value bf these'mé;shes forhfur
bea;ersf waterfowl and various other

fbrms-of native and migraﬁt‘wﬁldlife}é;

‘““QAé"ﬁﬂéiégen5§'dfs€a€e government i

Bo0e
000

f
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with the constitutionally aelegaﬁed
respQééibility for Louisiané‘s fish
and wildiife resources, we have regret-
fully seen man-made changes affect the
productivity of our_ natural systems.
.Many of these changes weré brought
about Seqause deciéion~makers‘had too
litt;é information on tﬁe adverse
effects of various“projects‘or

because the iq;erests.to.benefit';roﬁﬁ

project implementation pressured these

information. We have witnessed project

after project gonstructéd without proper

our fish and wildlife reéoprces., Indeeé
most of our planﬁing ﬂa;Abéen to solve

some~feadi;y identifiable problem that
piag&ed us;':We éfe:not trying.to.make..
tﬁe poin£ that_ali past waterimanagement

projects have been environmentally dis-

L men Y

>

the changes in natural systems“have’

decision-makers to ignore the available

concern for the post-project damages to.

astrous. We do, however, contend that: -

£




-Abeen'iargely ignored.

The Cameron-Creole Watershed
Project needs have been reportéd to be
largely'ééused by the altered salinities
in.adjacent'Calcasieu‘Lake resulting
from the increased widening and deepen-
ing of the Calcasieu River Ship Channel.
This agency readily recognizes that

adverse changes have occurred and are

)
s

occurring witﬁiﬁ~£he project area. Our
technical staff assures us that a con-
siderable decrease in the volume or
concentration of salt water entering
’these marshes would be beneficial so
far as watérfowl,‘furbéarers_and other
nativ¢ and migratory wildlife habitat
is concerned. Staff members have met
with project planners many times during
the several years since £his project}~”
was authorized for planning.

-In 1971 fhe Soil Conservation
Service issued a directive frqﬁ their

Washington, D, C. office known as

©0 ' - ' : :
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Watershed Memorandum 108. This memo
dirécped state~cOnsérvationisté;to
review certain watershéa projeéts
within their states. Here'in;Louisi-
ana we werg»asked bf the scii.C§nser—
Qatign Service to assisﬁ their.persohnei
in identifying'fish and wildlife resbﬁrce»
losses and in,seeking wéys'ﬁd.reducé,
éliminate’or mitigate theé§ daﬁages;

As a result of this r;;uest, 5&; per-
sonﬁél made a thorough study of ;9 o -
;ater;ﬁ;d é;ojeéts as requested. .Thejn
gxamined'exiéting project work plané

and estimated the losses anticipated
'f:om,implementatioh of these projects

as planned and writteﬁ at fhat time.

in the case of the Camefon-

‘Créqie éroject,»it was felg that the
_déWateriﬁg effect of the lévee system
‘asjo:iginallyfplannéd wouid, in the
_long‘run; cause losses ﬁo_ﬁaréhbwild—'
lifé habi£at'§ré§t;y in excess oﬁ?fhé-

" gains to be realized from: solving the
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the marine life productivity of the

. to reduce, eliminate or mitigate these

R F CEESTT L el
"the fish and wildlife resources of'

problem of sa;t water intrhsion.- You
will‘recall that the original pians
contemplated a levee system aiOng the
east banké(of Calcasieu Lake resulting
in the closure of certain b&fous. Dur-
ing this 1971 project review, a consider-

éble amount»of recently collected data on

marshes of the project area was.avai}able
for use. Oﬁr'ﬁergonhel eséﬁmated.that
the monetary value of the losses to fur-
bearers, wildlife and sport and commefcial
fishing was in excess of one million
dollars annually.

As sqoh as our findingé were
transmitted to the Soil CSngervatiqn“

Service, discussions were begun on ways

losses. Our‘biologists worked withAthe
Soil Conservation Service and the Bureau
of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife on

e

.plahning-measures that woula pr6tect1

® : .. . N K .'_ o i . ]
gégg} HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the coinplete convention service in new orleans



42

the area while, at the same time,
allowing the proj;ct spéns;rs to
largely.attéin their objectives.

As a result qf these inter-
agency conferences, the Soil Conserva-
tion Service and the sponéo?s égrqed to
structural measures not contdined”in the
Qriginal work pién. These moéifications
included thevc0nstruction of low level
weirs in those béyous that were to Be:
closedf .Additionally, on lands ofAMiami
Corpofation, a weir is to'be'constructeé
to 6pen anfédditionalﬁfo,ooo acres  to
water-flowlfroﬁ Calcasieu Lake. ~Contin-
gent dn.these proposed changes in the erk
plangAfof the pfojecé and_uponAqn aéqepﬁ—
able progedure.for’tﬁe”opératioh.of thék
kwaterféontrol structgresf.this)agency oﬁ
&uneAéB;'197l wrote the state cqnsefva-w
tionist.CAncurring.inAthe_Juge'25; 1971
1e£te£‘from the kegional Director bf tﬂe

Bureau of Sédrt FiéheriesAand,wildlife 

oo
P
—

in" which the reclassification
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projeét (uﬂder the Memo 108 classifi-
cation) was left to the judgﬁént.of
the stéﬁe conservationist, permitting
thé forward movement of the project.
These recommendations for a
welr system were based upon our vast
expefigﬁce in the use of ﬁhese strﬁc-
tures. Weirs rednce'salinity.variationé,
proéide for:}ncreased water s;ability be-
hina the structure gnd“at“thé”séme‘time
reduce, bﬁ;.not eliminate the ebb and |
flow\§f the tides to flow over ﬁhe weilr.
Thi;'type pf‘maﬁagément procedure permiﬁs
the growth of waterfowl and furbearing
anima;tfood and yet continug% the a:éa
'behihd the welir as'a'hursgf§f§round for
fisheries; Weirs have beéﬁ é§tensivély

used in south Louisiana as a management

tool.” A few examples gre:q;Mdfsh~Iéland~ 

Refuge, State Wildlife Refugé, Rocke-
“feligr Wildlife Refuge, Audubon's Paul
J. Réney Refuge, Pointe-aq-éhien wild-

'Iffé:hindgemeht’Aféa}“Bilonﬁénd"Wisnér'
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Game Management Areas and on private
la&ds of Miami Corporation, Latérre
Land Cqmpaﬁy, with LLEzﬁaving 185,000.
acres-behind weirs. Ouf experience
has convinced us that these Qeirs.are
an importént management.fqol.:f
bDuring the entire piénping of this
project we have attemptéd to.use.ogr
skills. to provide téchnicélj§d§ice.’ 
This agency has suppiied“thé 5es£:
available information at the request
of the planners, the sponsors and Fhe.
pui:lic° Indeed it.was lérgeiy tﬁe~ 
reéognition of pféject antibipafed
damages that we called aﬂééh£ion:¥6u
that pfompted sponéors and the Soil
Conservation Service to ada structural
measﬁres costing"gpproximatéiy $4Q6:000;095
By the éroper operétion ofyfhese water
_éontrol structures as gow'piaﬁnédf we
conclude that distinﬁt advantégeé to

wildlife will be reaped from this

el

A .

"~ 'project.’’ control of thé“principle ™’
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water control structures adjacent to
Calcasieu Lake will be in'the hands of
the U. S. Bureau of Sport Fishéries
and Wildiife and certaiﬁly everyone
haé confidence in the fact!thaﬁ the
Bureau will utilize these structureé
to manage water levels in the best
lnterest of all forms of marsh Wlldllfep
A more’receﬁt event;that hagw
affécted the projec£ was the‘x;equest~~
by the:National Marine Fishéries Ser-
vice of the Bureau of Commerce that a
three-year'preéonstruction sﬁﬁéy be
undertaken to provide informaéién to..‘
fill some of the gaps 1n the presently
lavallable knowledge regardlng the opera~
tion and maintenance of S“Chfan ecosysﬁem.
The Soil Conservation SerQicefhéé agrééd
that such a study would proqi%e usefg;,l
information and has agreed to fund.sucﬁ
‘é study to:begin when the first construc-

g,tiOR.COntracﬁvis let;: We ar”

- 2R T

prepared to

contlnue our research and ass:l.stance ‘as
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this project continues.
This has been a review .of the
Cameron-Creole Project experiences of

this agency. In accordance with the

the permit requested. With the proper

- habitat.
ness to come before the meeting?
thefs-ifithey have anything.
anything you want to bring»ug?
likxe to bring up. I wou;d like to.sgy Mergy

Christmas to all and I move we adjoufn.

. MR. WRIGHT: Second the motion.:

. « » Thereupon, at 2:30 o'clock

p.m., the meeting was adjourned. . . .

notice furnished by the District Engineer

we have no objection to the issuance of -
use of the management plan, this project
‘should result in the saving of in excess -
of 100;000‘acres of fresh watef marshland
THE CHAIRMAN: 1Is there any further busi-
MR. ANGELLE: You might ask the Division

THE CHAIRMAN: Do any of the. Chiefs have

MR. THOMPSON: I have something I would

oG . . ’ .
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