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Introduction



In Louisiana, there are almost 2 million acres of public
reef/seed grounds, although only a relatively small portion of
this area has the hard bottom substrate necessary for the
existence of oysters. These public refs are opened each year in
the fall and winter both to lessees who may wish to transplant
oysters to their leases and to other fishermen who may wish to
harvest oysters and bring them directly to market. Each year in
the summer bioclogical samples (Figure 3) are taken on these reefs
and the results used to make recommendations as to opening and
closing of areas to harvest and to advise the oyster industry on

the availability of oysters on these reefs.
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1999 CSA 1 Meter Square Results Revised

Station | Station | Reef Reef Avg per frame
Name Number | Acreage | Sq. Meters seed sack Bbls Seed | BblsSack spat Jmussels drills present
Hospital 1 376.07 § 1,521,955.29 0 0 0 0
Grassy 2 8.5 8.5
Halfmoon 3 6850.17 | 27,722,638.00 7 5.5
Petit 4 14 0
2-4 9.83 4.67 378,619 359,368
[ 3Mile | 5 [ 305865 ]12,3718,356.55] 7 3 | 120,345 | 103.153
Grand Pass 6 1.5 0.5
Cabbage 7 1801.76 | 7,291,722.72 2.5 10
Turkey 11 9 5
6-11 4.33 517 43,885 104,650
Martin Is 9 0 0
Holmes Is 10 4155.7 | 16,818,117.90 0 0
9-10 0.00 0.00 0 0
| 2000SP | 12 | 70 283,290 | 0 0 | 0 | 0
Total 542 850 567,170
Combined Total 1,110,020




James H. Jenkina, Jr Degariment of Wildlife and Fisheres M.]. "Mike" Foste:
Scerelary 1600 Canal St-est Governo:
New Orleans, LA 70112
(504)568-5667

July 13, 1599

~C: Ren Dugzas, Oyster Prcocgream Manager
\

FXCM: Clarsnce Luguefy Biologist Supervisor

Cozsczl Situcv ERrs= I
SUBJZCT: CSA II Meter Sguarz Samples 1999
zzvsonrmal fvom Cosstel Study Ar=a II and the Marine Lab completed
the 126 metsr sguare sempling project on June 23,1999, A total ol
28 staricns wers samplad from Bay Gardene and Northern 3leck Bay to
Sretsr Scuna. Tha stock zesassme2nt for seed oysters was up by
1E€,670 barrels, and SacX oyster svailzbility was up by 217,076
bzrrals. Waile the avezilability incrsased from last year and we are
sti11 =zkove the long term avarages, we are about hali ths
availsbilicy from the peak years of 94,95,and 96. We found
1,691,020 barrels of se=d oysters and 994,754 barrels oI sack
cysters. kmplz sesd OysT2rs were found at most re=2f west of Stone
Tsiand, and were more abundant at West Stone Islaznd, and Bay
Gardsne. Sack oysters appear to be more numercus at: Bzyou Lost,
Wes:t Stons Island, Bay Crzbe, and upper California Bay.

Mussels were encocuntered at all staticns except 28, the wreck, and
25, Bactliedore ReeZ. This may bpe misleading, since only stations
2, and 23 in Bay Cardene had a severe infestation. Counts were made
at each station (see attachment) and reported herein.

Assessment by station are presented in tabular form (sees table}.
2 mzp of spat, se2d, and sack OystsXs is included.

An Equal Oppertunity Employer
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1999 Meter Squ'all'c_e Samples

-

Station  Grids ___ __Acres SqMeters _ Seed Sack _ Bbis Seed __Bbis Sack__
1 _. 123485,10 506 _ 2,047,782 345 85 98723 48350
2 _ 76511,12 55 283,773 515 39.0 20258 30742
3 33,1433 896  3.825.112 25 T008 T2z 0
5 17.18,25,24 118 477,546 26.0 13.0 17,245 17,245
6 20.21,16 716 2,897,652 6.0 55 24,147 44270
7 19,26.27 301 1,218,147 32.0 11.0 54,140 37.221
8 531.36.32 501 2,027,547 25.0 16.0 70.401. 90,113
9 353235 461 1,865,667 107.0 255 2:7.259 132,151
1C 40,44 145 EEE.B15 18.0 i2.5 14,57 20.376
11 42 42,48 335 1,371,933 21.5 14.5 40.967 535.258
12 47 425 1,719,975 12.0 3.0 28.665 14,333
13 50,51 109 441.123 21.0 7.5 12.866 9,190
14 48.4¢ 7 28,328 7.5 4.5 295 334
16 €263.64 174 704,178 185 17.0 18,093~ 33253
17 Private Lease Recalculate : 0, 0
19 €3 55.67.68 937 3.792.039 14.0 7.0 73.734 73,734
~ 20 56.5¢ 293 1,185,771 14.0 4.0 23.057 13,175
21 37.38.41 659 2,666,973 31.0 18.0 114,828 153,349
22 3¢ 122 453,734 245 5.0 16.801 6,857
23 ac.23 28 113,216 61.5 6.5 9,679 2,046
24 22,29 69 279,243 141.0 8.0 54,685 6.205
4.5 Forssshoe 315 1,274,805 15.5 1.5 27,444 5312
15 Outside 127 513,969 11.0. 4.5 7.852 6.425
18 Outside 1,528 3,164,754 5.5 25 24175 21977
Z5 Batiledore 1419 5,742,593 2.0 0.0 15,952 0
27 L Fortuna 4288 17,353,536 26.0 4.0 626,655 192,817
28 Wireck 2276 9,210,972 0.5 0.0 6.397 0
Subtotal 1,691,020 994,754
‘Total 2,685,774
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James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife & Fisheries M.]J. “Mike” Foster, Jr.

Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Governor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(504)765-2800
Date: June 14, 1999
To: Ron Dugas, Molluscan Programs Manager, Marine Fisheries Prca
£/
From: Randall B. Pausina, Acting Biologist Supervisor, CSA III )
Subject; 1998-99 Hackberry Bay Square Meter Report

The yearly square meter samples were taken on June 3°%, 1999. One sample and two replicates
per station were taken at three stations (upper, mid, and lower). Fig. 1 shows the size ranges of
oysters sampled at each of the three stations in 1999. Oysters are classified as: < work group 5
(spat), work groups 5 to 14 (seed), and > work group 14 (sack). Work groups are broken into S mm
groups. Fig 2 shows mid and lower stations data for 1999 compared to recent years data. Fig. 3
breaks down the catch into their classifications mentioned above. The upper station is omitted in
Figs. 2 and 3 because it is part of a cultch study started in 1994 and would not provide comparable
data. The data from the square meter samples for 1999 extrapolates out to 2,396 barrels of seed
oysters and 839 sacks of marketable oysters.

Dredge samples for 1999 revealed that oysters are in good health in Hackberry Bay. The data
revealed 90% or better live oysters for March, April, and May at each size classification.

The data collected from Hackberry Bay over the last four years supports the oyster fisher’s
feeling that a new supply of cultch material is needed. With the Davis Pond fresh water diversion
project coming on line soon, a shell plant could be placed over the 450 acre 1973 shell plant site or
on a mitigation reef 1o the southeast. These sites provide water bottom and water salinity conducive
1o oyster reproduction and growth which will keep the Hackberry Bay Seed Reservation productive

into the 21* century.
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Department of Wildlife & Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.
Post Office Box 189 Gove:nor
Bourg, Louisiana 7C343
(504)394-4130
June 25, 1999

James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secraary

Memorandum

To: Ren Dugas, Programs Manager
O

From: Martin Bourgeois and Paul Meler

Subject: CSA-V Merer Square Oyster Samples/199% Stock Assessments

With assistance from Coasial Study Area Il perscrnel, all meter square field sampling associared with the
1999 ovster stock assessment of public reefs in Coastal Study Area V was completed on June 9-10, 1999. A rtoral
of 14 stztions, 9 in Sister Lake (including the 1994 znd 1995 shell plants) and 5 in Bay Junop were sampled with

one additional replicate made at each station.

The 1899 stock assessment conducted in Sister Lake indicates an overall increase in oyster stock size from
1998 levels (see tables and figures) with totals of 452,991 barrels of seed oystersand 301,321 barrels of sack oysters
available for harvest. Stock levels of legal market size “sack" oysters have declined slightly while stock levels ol
seed oysters have significantly increased. With the exception of the Camp 1995 shell plant and 10 2 lesser extent
the North 1995 shell plant, 2!l shell plants as well as reefs within Sister Lake experienced increases in stock size.
Results from the current Sister Lake assessment of shell plant stocks (combined acreage) indicate 254,517 barrels
of seed and 170,367 barrels of sack oysters available for harvest, representing a 28% increase in seed oyster and
33% decrease in sack oyster availability from 1998 shell plant stock levels. Likewise, oyster stock levels over
natural reefs within Sister Lake indicare 198,674 barrels of seed and 130,954 barrels of sack oysters available for
harvest, increases of 47% and 56%, respectively from 1998 stock levels. The current ratio of seed to sack oyster
availability within Sister Lake (1.5-1.0), although largely erratic berween years, compares poorly with values of

1.0-1.0 and ©.9-1.0 calculated in the 1997 and 1998 assessments.

While stock size in Sister Lake has increased from 1998 levels, stock size has decreased in Bay Junop over
the same period. Results from the 1999 Bay Junop stock assessment indicate 63,010 barrels of seed and 28,76+
barrels of sack oysters available for harvest; a respective increase and decrease of 17% and 68% from 1998 stock
levels. The current ratio of seed to sack oyster availability found within Bay Junop (2.2-1.0) also compares
poorly with identical levels of 0.6-1.0 calculated in the 1997 and 1998 assessments.

The toral number of hooked mussels were recorded from all samples and replicates. Overall, biofouling

An Equal Opportunity Employer



rates of hooked mussels in Sister Lake increased slightly from rates measured in the 1998 assessment while
fouling rates in Bay Junop declined from 1998 levels. The frequency distributicn of hooksad mussels varic?
significantly berween stations with generally higher fouling rates associated with increased salinity. Highest
fouling rates were observed in the South 1994 and Camp 1995 shell plants, as well as mid Bay Junop at Hell Hole
Bavou, with the largest proportional increase noted in samples collected in Bay Junop at Buckskin Bavou,
Increased fouling rares were observed ar stations with greater oyster densities and highest fouling rates were

associated with clustered oysters.

Average monthly May and June salinity in Sister Lake increased significan ly from levels recorded in
previous years, however water temperatures have remained at or below seasonal norms during both months.
Likewise, average salinity in Bay Junop during May and June also increased from previous years while water
temperatures displayed trends similar 1o those observed in Sister Lake.

Approximately 3C-40 live oysters from north and south Sister Lake and Bay Junop were collecred bx divers
.nd forw:rded to Dr. Tom Soniat at Nicholls State University for “dermo” analysis. Results of the analysis
indicate significant increases from recens years in the percentage of infection observed in the samples.

Station Salinity Temperature Percent Infection Weighed Incidence

Grand Pass (North 10.2 pot 28.7°C 90% 1.00

Sisier Lake)

Old Camp (South 19.0 ppt 29.1°C 100% 110

Sister Lzke)

Buckskin Bayou 9.3 ppt 27.7°C 20% C.15
(North Bay Junop)

Bayou DeWest (South 14.7 ppt 28.7°C 70% 1.40

Bay Junop)

Tables and figures depicting the 1999 Sister Lake and Bay Junop stock assessments are presented as follows.

cc: Karen Foore
Claude Boudreaux

An Equal Opportunity Employer



COASTAL STUDY AREA SMITTER SQUARE SAMPLE STATIONS

BAY JUROP 5 miles SISTER LAKE

Stalion Localion Livm
251 = Buchshin Bayon

20 = Grandd 1'ass
252 = Ral Bayou 202 = Walker's I'ainl
253 = Mid Dlay Junop 213 = Okl Camp
254 = Tlell Tlole Bayun 207 = ivlinl Sister Lake
255 = Bayon de Wesl

213 = Narth 1991 Shell Mol
200 = Ml 19 Shell Plan)

215 = Sanlh 1990 Shell Plaal
2HGc= Narth 1995 Shell M
217 = Canap 1S Sioell Planl



1 79y
SISTER LAKE METER SQUARE 5AMPLES

STATION LOCATION:
200 = Grand I'ass
202 = Walker's Point

203 = Old Camp

207 = Mid Sister Lake

213 = North 1994 Shell Plant
214 = Mid 1994 Shell I'lan

Sta. 213 215 = Sowh 1994 Shell Mant

72.5_("-'":5'636) 216 = North 1995 Shel! Plant
° 6.5 (Sack) 217 = Camp 1995 Shell Plant
Ska. 202
- 69.5 (Secd)
. 56.0 {Sick)
®
_—_ Tt — - byl A 1Y q M
= o%?‘:;'%sl%m) 71.0 (Seed)
_7 27.5 (Sack) 19.0 (Saclk)
I I, O U -v[a ., f
B | B ° oA,
o c B Sta. 20/ &
S I-oem 66.5 (Seed)
oA 3.0 (Sack)
8>
© Sta..215
050 7= 23.5 (Seed)
= . e 21.5 (Sack)
= i 2\
T L1 > L
s e ‘Jl
R Sl A h ~=3
0 Rl e M 0 / _Q-:v LN —LSS\
E;&\—;’-_{ﬂ D '?J?' Sta. 203 /EI.-'{;b?:
-2 (R A, , ® 56.5 (Seed) . . BaCE
i . 5 32.0 (Sack) .u;:‘] > \\':
T TN P PR N
. R -_ = -~ g "\_;- 1*‘;'] = -'5—;::—\4:"
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1999 SISTER LAKE OYSTER AVAILABILITY

(Reefs Only)

[ METER: REEF # METER® 4 SEED 4 SACK BARRELS BARRELS
STATION | ACREAGE OYSTERS | OYSTERS SFED SACK
! OYSTERS OYSTERS |
|| —
o200 231.58 $96.734.26 39.5 75 49,1953 18,682.0
I
202 $1.93 331,570.71 69.5 56.0 32,005.8 51,577.7
b
03 15131 612,352.00 56.5 32.0 48,052.6 544713
)
207 185.72 751,608.84 66.5 3.0 69,419.4 6.263.4
I
TOTALS 640.54 2,592.265.7 232 98.5 198.673.6 130,954.4




1999 OYSTER AVAILABILITY
SISTER LAKE 1994 SHELL PLANTS

SEED OYSTERS

SHELL PLANT ACRES # METER’ # SEED BARRELS SEED
OYSTERS OYSTERS
North 1994 96 388,512 42.5 22,935.0
Mid 1994 129 522,063 37.5 27,1908
South 1994 81 327,807 235 10,699.3
TOTALS 306 1.238.382 103.5 60,823.1
SACK OYSTERS
SHELL PLANT ACRES # METER® # SACK BARRELS SACK
OYSTERS OYSTERS
North 1994 96 388,512 6.5 7,014.8
Mid 1994 129 522,063 27.5 39,879.8
South 1994 81 327,807 21.5 19,577.4
TOTALS 306 1,238,382 55.5 66,472.0




1999 OYSTER AVAILABILITY

SEED OYSTERS

~ SISTER LAKE 1995 SHELL PLANTS

4 SEED

SHELL PLANT | ACRES | # METER? BARRELS SEED
: OYSTERS OYSTERS
North 1995 115 465,405 - 31.0 11,311.9
Camp 1995 438 1,772,586 620 182,182.5
TOTALS 553 2,237,991 . 93.0 193,494.4
SACK OYSTERS
SHELL PLANT | ACRES | #METER® #SACK BARRELS SACK
OYSTERS OYSTERS
North 1995 115 ‘v463A65 éﬁao 10,342.3
Camp 1995 438 1,772,586 ?,42.0 93,553.2
TOTALS 553 2,237,991 52.0 103,895.5
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1999 BAY JUNOP OYSTER AVAILABILITY

# SACK

METER® | REEF - | #METER® | #SEED BARRELS | BARRELS
| STATION | ACREAGE OYSTERS | OYSTERS SEED SACK
| ' 'OYSTERS | OYSTERS
| 2 172 | 69.60840 | 65 55 628.4 1,063.5
| 252 67.36 272,605.92 | 403 9.0 15,258.4 6,515.1
| 253 73.26 296,483.22 9.0 3.5 3,706.0 2,882.5
| 25 94.20 381,227.40 82.0 17.0 43,417.6 18,0024
| 2557
H -
_ TOTALS | 252.02 | 1,019,0249 |~ 137.8. | 350 63,010.4 28,763.5

Stations 252 and 255 are combined.




SISTER LAKE HISTORICAL OYSTER

AVAILABILITY
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1999 OYSTER AVAILABILITY SISTER LAKE
SHELL PLANTS

Ilﬁ! Sack Seed )
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SISTER LAKE SEED OYSTER STOCK SIZE

1998-99 Harvest
2%

1998 Stock Size
39%

1999 Stock Size
59%

SISTER LAKE SACK OYSTER STOCK SIZE

1998-99 Harvest
3%

1999 Stock Size ¥

i 1998 Stock Size
47% 4

50% *



BAY JUNOP SEED OYSTER STOCK SIZE

1998-99 Harvest
5%

1998 Stock Size
43%

19899 Stock Size

52%

BAY JUNOP SACK OYSTER STOCK SIZE

1998-99 Harvest
15%

1999 Stock Size
21%

1898 Stock Size
64%
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MAY SISTER LAKE SALINITY AND WATER
TEMPERATU RE

Coe

"3 Salinity (ppt) —— W';ar Temperature (Celsius)

JUNE SISTER LAKE SALINITY AND WATER
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MAY BAY JUNOP SALINITY AND WATER
TEMPERATURE
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1999/2000 OYSTER PRODUCTION

= PUBLIC OYSTER GROUNDS



1999/2000 OYSTER HARVESTING TOTALS ON

LOUISIANA’S “PUBLIC OYSfER.GROUNDS

Wildlife & Fisheries

Coastal Study Areas Sacks BBLS (Seed)
Coastal Study Area 1 243,145 . 4,300
Coastal Study Area 2 700,617 f 69,028
Coastal Study Area 3 17,380 ‘ 8,230

' Coastal Study Area 5 80,393 - = . |- 21,489
Coastal Study Area 6 0 0
Coastal Study Area 7 50,592 ’ NA

State Total 1,092,127 : 103,047
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COASTAL STUDY AREA 1

1999
Months Sacks Barrels
T September | 12,250 | o0
October 16,875 j 0
November 28,840 A 1,000
December 43,200 1,300

COASTAL STUDY AREA 1

2000
Months Sacks Barrels
February 38,400 ; 1,200
March 28,160 800
April 12,830 : 0

Total 243,145 4,300
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Dugas, Ronald

- AR
From: Luquet, Clarence
Sent: Friday, May 12, 2000 12:26 PM
- To: Dugas, Ronald
Cc: Laiche, Greg; Ibos, Keith
Subject: RE: 99/00 Oyster Season Public Grounds Production Report
L]
1999 2000 Season Public Grounds
=  September 121,715 39,160
October 153,375 20,250
- November 64,598 4,050
December 81,338 2,228
January 62,729 900
~  February 66,251 1,013
March 64,204 560
» April 86,407 867
oy
SACKS BARRELS
700,617 69,028
~  LASTYEAR 4 2305 bbls
1998 1999 422,054 316,563
~7 i
531,590 bb's
- ALL BASED ON BOARD RUN ESTIMATES
——0Original Message-—
From: " Dugas, Ronald o
Sent: Monday, May 01, 2000 6:23 AM
— To: Burdon, John; Luquet, Clarence; Dameier, John; Truesdale, Frank; Cook, Paul; Harbison, Michael
Cc: Boudreaux, Claude
Subject: 89/00 Oyster Season Public Grounds Production Report
- By May 15, | need the oyster harvesting figures for this season on the public grounds in your respective areas,
separating it for both sack and seed barrel production if applicable. John, Clarence, and John also break out April's
production figure. .
-
L]
-—
[
(]
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State of Louisiana
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES M.J. "Mike" Foster

Lyle S. St. Amant Marine Laboratory Governor
P. O. Box 37 ,
Grand Isle, LA 70358 James H. Jenkins, Jr.

(504) 568-7620 Secretary
Date: May 15, 2000
To: Ron Dugas, Oyster Program Manager
From: John Dameier, Biologist Manager
Re: Hackberry Bay Public Seedground Production

Total production from Hackberry Bay Public Oystfzr Seedgrounds for September 1999
through April 2000 was 17,380 sacks of marketable oysters and 8,230 barrels of seed oysters

that were bedded.

- - - No production was reported during April. All ﬁsliiermen interviewed said they did not
fish Hackberry Bay during April. Although the season was extended to one-half hour after
sunset April 30, 2000 at the March 2 commission meeting, fishermen had the impression that

it closed April Ist.

The most recent cultch plant area produced 4,010 sacks and other areas produced 13,370
sacks, or 23% and 77%. The cultch plant also produced 2,791 barrels of seed oysters and other

areas produced 5,439 barrels, or 34% and 66%.

If you need any additional information, please contact me at the Marine Lab.

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife & Fisheres M.]. “Mike” Foster, Jr.
Secretary Post Office Box 189 Governor
Bourg, La. 70343 . '
(504) 594-4139
May 5, 2000

MEMORANDUM

. To: Ron Dugas, Programs Manager

From: Martn Bourgeois, CSA-'\% W

Subject: Sister Lake Oyster Production/April, 2000

Sack oyster production in the Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservation during April, 2000 has measured 2,448 sacks,
a slight increase of approximately 7% from production levels documerited in March. Likewise, fishing effort increased
by a factor of nearly 2% from levels recorded in the previous month and measured 111 boat days. No seed oyster
production or seed oyster fishing effort was observed during April. Fishing effort as well as production was largely
influenced by public health seasonal re-classification order which limited approved harvest to an area of the Lake

. comprising approximately 2,000 acres. No sack or seed oyster harvests were documented to occur from shell plants

during April and all oyster production during the month was associatéd with natural reefs.

Average daily harvests have declined from 38 sacks/boat/day in September to 33 sacks/ boat/day in October to
22 sacks/boat/day in November to 19 sacks/boat/day in December and has increased slightly to averages of 22
sacks/boat/day in both January znd February before dropping to 21 sacks/boat/day in March and 20 sacks/boat/day
in April. Current trends in fishing effort and production which reflect resource availability are depicted in several
accompanying charts. Effort levels have remained relatively high while average daily sack oyster harvests have declined.
This seasonal trend although evident in each year the fishery has operated, has broadened significantly in comparison
with recent years and may indicate the increased reliance local harvesters have placed on resource availability on these
public grounds.

Total production through April during the current 1999-2000 Siﬁter Lake Oyster Seed Reservation season now
measures 80,393 sacks of market oysters and 21,489 barrels of seed oysters.

Yields have fluctuated significantly throughout the season with yields reported at 4.4 lbs in September and early
October, increasing to as high as 7.33 Ibs in early November then decreasing again to 5.84 lbs later in the month.
December yields have ranged as low as 5.91 Ibs following the first week in December to 2 7.44 Ibs on the 29™ .
Variation in yields during March are attributed to area fished according to records examined from one local processor.
For instance, yields from oysters harvested near Porpoise Cut measured over 8 Ibs while those harvested near Big Bayou
Dularge measured slightly over 5.5 Ibs. No information is currently available for reported yields in April. Salinites
currently remain fairly high in Sister Lake and snails and snail egg masses continue to be reported by fishermen,
however, no significant mortalities were measured from recent hand dredge samples collected in both Sister Lake and
Bay Junop. Prices remain stable and continue to average $14 per sack.

An Equal Opportunity Employer



An Equal Opportunity Employer

_—y
i T
1999-2000 MONTHLY PRODUCTION TOTALS - SISTER LAKE
- — — —_—
Month # Sacks # Barrels # Boats # Sacks # Barrels # Boats # Sacks # Barrels # Boats
94-Plants 94-Plants 94-Plants 95-Plants 95-Plants 95-Plants Sister Lake | Sister Lake | Sister Lake
- September . 1,777 4,200 55 5,541 4,460 125 18,451 15,040 484
October 3,705 750 105 7,748 650 214 34,533 2,500 1.035
November 577 645 32 0 0 0 9,697 2,804 448
- ,
: December 0 750 3 0 0 0 4,347 765 228
January 0 0 0 0 0 0 3,438 330 155
- February 0 0 0 0 0 0 5,203 65 239
T March 38 0 5 0 0 0 2,275 0 109
- April 0 0 0 0 0 0 2,448 0 1
Totals &(_)_97 6,345 200 13,289 5,110 339 80,392 21,504 2,809
- e
cc: Karen Foote
- - Claude Boudreaux
- . - e
- ) o
f—
i -
- o -
- el e i
= e .



__—__—_—____—___—__——————'————'—_——————_———_—_—'—_——_—_—_
“ 1999-2000 SISTER LAKE OYSTER SEED RESERVATION SEASON - APRIL

Date # Sacks #Bar Seed # Boats # Sacks #Bar Seed # Boats # Sacks #Bar Seed # Boats
94-Plants 94-P}pnu 94-Plants 95-Plants 95-Plants 9S-Plants Sister L. Sister L. Sister L.
o | - T TR - . o |- . 0
Loz - . 0 . . 0 82 . 2
F 03 . . 0 N R B T 44 . 2
04 . . 0 . N 0 33 . -2
05 e - | e 0. J—= . 0 98 - 6
| o6 . . 0 - . 0 152 . = E
07 - . 0 . . 0 27 . 9
08 -t -0 — - 0 6 - !
09 - . . - 0 - . 0 17 - 2
10 . . 0 - . 0 173 . 8
11 . . 0 - -~} -0 242 - 10
12 7 . ] - - 0 213 . 8
13 - - 0 - - 0 286 - 8
14 - - 0 - - 0 280 - 10
15 . . 0 - - 0 8 . 1
16 . - 0 - - 0 35 - 3
17 . . 0 - . 0 73 - 5
18 . . 0 . . 0 67 - 4
19 - - 0 - - 0 100 - 5
20 . . 0 . . ) 7 . 1
21 7 . 1 - - 0 . . 0
22 8 . 1 . . 0 6 - |
23 8 . 1 . . o . - 0
24 8 - 1 - . 0 33 - 2
25 . . 0 - . 0 17 . 2
26 - . 0 - . 0 17 . 2
27 - - 0 - . 0 122 . 6
28 . . 0 - . 0 106 . 5
I N S N S BN SO IS I
T e e o
" Totals 38 0 5 0 0 0 2,448 0 __l_l_l___
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COASTAL STUDY AREA VI

_PAUL COOK



Dugas, Ronald :
U -
From: Cook, Paul '
Sent: Tuesday, May 16, 2000 2:.01 PM
To: Dugas, Ronald E .
Subject: RE: 99/00 Oyster Season Public Grounds Proc;:luction Report
rmilion/Cote

As per our phone conversation on 5

/16/00, there was no oyster productionfon the public grounds in the Ve

Blanche Bays area for the 1999/2000 season.

-----Original Message-----
From: Dugas, Ronald )
Sent: Monday, May 01, 2000 6:23 AM :
To: Burdon, John; Luquet, Clarence; Dameier, John; Truesdale, Frank; Cook, Paul; Harbison, Michael

Ce: Boudreaux, Claude
Subject: 93/00 Oyster Season public Grounds Production Report

s season on the public grounds in your respective areas,

By May 15, | need the oyster harvesting figures for thi
d John also break out April's

separating it for both sack and seed barrel production if applicable. John, Clarence, an
production figure.
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COASTAL STUDY AREA VII

MICHAEL HARBISON



[
Hﬂ_ .
James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife & Fisheries M.J. iMikej Foster, Jr.
Secretary 1213 North Lakeshore Drive Govemnor
= Lake Charles, La 70601-5273 '
(318) 491-2579

L]
- MEMORANDUM

TO: RON DUGAS, BIOLOGIST PROGRAMS MANAGER
- '

FROM: MICHAEL HARBISON, BIOLOGIST SUPERVISOR, CSA VII
- DATE: MAY 12, 2000

SUBJECT: OYSTER REPORT: CALCASIEU LAKE 1999-2000 SEASON
—_—

This year was the best since health closures started in number of

days available for fishing oysters. The Calcasieu conditional

f‘ managed area was open for the full 197 days and the West Cove
R conditional managed area was open for 182 of the 197 days.

- The number of fisherman on the reefs averaged around 30. Our best
' count was 35. Again most fishermen worked the Calcasieu CMA. The
- oyster buyers almost stopped buying in-mid March. The number of
- fisherman dropped to an average of about 12 working the Calcasieu
' CMA. This was because the oyster were not yielding very high. This
apparently was cause Dby the warm and highly saline water we
- : experienced; the salinity stayed in the mid twenties through out
the winter into early spring and the temperatures through out the

winter were warmer than usual.

The landing figure I have listed is straight from the main three
dealers; Fountain Seafood, Gulf Island Seafood and Doxey's Oysters.
I have ask Joey to provide me with oyster landings through
- . . « :

personnel conversation and via e-mail and have not received any
data from him at this time. When I receive data from Joey I will
update the landing figured and send those changes to you.

There were 50,592 sacks landed for the 1999-2000 oyster season in
Calcasieu Lake. The landings for the 1998-99 - 39,202 and for 1997-
- 98 - 80,735. This is the second best season since 1990-91 season
which was estimated (starting with the 91-92 season we were able to

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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gét sacks 'landed from dealer data from LDW.F),, at 50,000 sacks.
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An Equal Opportunity Employer



1999-2000 CALCASIEU LAKE OYSTER SEASON DATA

.| .MONTH. | carL. LakE  WEST COVE j OYSTER SACKS'

"": NO. NO. DAYS NO. DAYS NO. DAYS TAG SALES LANDED

- DAYS CLOSED OPEN CLOSED ]
OPEN

- OCTOBER 16 0 16 0 8,000 -
NOVEMBER 30 0 30 0 14,000 -

i DECEMBER 31 0 31 0 17,000 -
JANUARY 31 0 31 0 9,100 -
FEBRUARY 29 0 29 0 10,000 -

=  |MARCH 31 0 31 0 5,000 -

- APRIL 30 0 15 15 2,020 -
TOTAL 197 0 182 15 65,120 50,592

= S

- 1 - UNABLE TO OBTAIN LANDINGS BY MONTH FROM TRIP TICKETS; LANDINGS FROM OYSTER

BUYERS (FOUNTAIN SEAFOOD, DOXEY’S OYSTERS, GULF ISLAND) FOR THE SEASON WAS
OBTAINED. :

[

(]

-~

-y

An Equal Opportunity Employer




- ESTIMATED SACKS

T STOCK ASSESSMENT -

'SEASONS

ST I ?—fMARTKEJI'ABL'E:'?: =P 0TAL. - HARVESTED

Y S - 210,160
}1967—74 i - ; -ﬁ NO COMMERCIAL LANDINGS |
1975-76 142,726 441,183 40,000
1976-77 694, 420 869,475 | 100,000
1977-78 | 483, 673 621,885{} 141,976
1978-79 *} - - 75,000
1979-80 676;333-|—————979,613 u 125, 000
1980-81 ~“ 355, 664 705,117{} 150, 000
1981-82 608,110 988, 575 - |
1982-83 | - I " 50, 000-75, 000 |
&1983-84 " - : -|| B '~150,000“
1984-85 | 125,407 614,788 | 1
| 1085-86 “ 315,160 537,7604} 27,400{
}1986—87 . 589,940 1,217,959 || 200, 000
1987-88 I 796, 950 2,703,647“ 125,000“
“1988-89 “ 463,331 1,036, 580 50, 000
1989-90 172,046 640,892{ 40,000‘
| 1990-91 | 408,961 1,268,962 50, 000
| 1901-92 | 1,048,882 1,731,367 | 31,383 |
1992-93 *} 749,915 1,612,736 | 27,328 |
1993-94 748,281 1,238,783 | 12,818 |
1994-95 1* 756, 525 1,246, 480 | 6,134 |
1995-96 956,926 1,298,379{} 29, 082 |
1996-97 1} 618,767 1,083,866 13, 441 |
“1997-98 950,979 1,706,510 | 80,735 |
1998-99 702,371 1,160,115 | 39,202 |
1999-2000 614,145 1,032,117 50, 592°

1 - THE 1999 PORTION OF THE LANDINGS WAS DERIVED FROM PRELIMINARY TRIP
TICKET DATA.
2 - TRIP TICKET DATA WAS UNAVAILABLE, CALLED DEALERS FOR LANDINGS.

An Equal Opportunity Employer



HEALTH CLOSURES

EASTSIDE

WESTCOVE

DATES
EASTSIDE

HEALTH CLOSURES
WESTCOVE

OPEN
DATE

CLOSED
DATE -

TOTAL
DAYS

[
1 - STARTING|WITH 92-93 SEASON 0>FO>V=WC LAKE WAS vv_.._._. INTO TWO UNITS; EASTSIDE (WITH RIVER STAGE CLOSURE @ 12 fi.) AND WESTCOVE (WITH RIV.

1

._.m:uwv THE RIVER STAGE CRITERIA CHANGED FROM 12TO 135 ..

D EASTSIDE (FROM 11/1- _ 10/94) AND WESTCOVE (FROM 11/1-1/28/95) WITH A PREC
EL IN THE O>_..Q>v=.c LAKE CONDITIONAL MANAGEMENT UNIT (EA

1989-1990 315 121
1990-1991 1115 31 147
1991-1992 1015 31 139
1992-1993! 1015 | 3 138
wgiasee Tl mi s
1994-1995 - _ 31 121
! . . o
1995-1996. 1016 | 31 138
.
1996-1997 1006 | s [ 1197
~§._§* 116 430 197
1998-1999] 1016 430 ;197
1999-2000 10-16 430 | 197
; |
2- DHHICLOSE
3 - DURING THIS SEASON THE RIVER L&V
J o
i
ot
“" A
. I
i : |
it i !
R A
' N.Y et b ,‘
I ] ] | ]

DAYS
OPEN

149
139
135
197

DAYS
CLOSED  OPEN

a2
52
7
15

32
13

48
S8
62

DAYS

95
69
7

61"

80

83
101

T

DAYS
CLOSED

42
52

62

112
58

114

120
15

TOTAL
DAYS

CLOSED
DATE

DAYS
OPEN

DAYS

316 4-30 46 a0 6 40
3.30 420 3 20 0 20
32 4-30 60 as 15 a5
38 43 27 14 13 0
32 0 430 i (60 of a5z . .8 .. B,
32 | 430 60 2 39 0
32 M 131 30 30 | 0 30
| ,

an 430 | 20 20 | 0 5

AUTIONARY (POSSIBLE LEAD CONTAMINATION) CLOSURE.

DAYS
CLOSED  OFPEN

" TOTAL

SEASON
DAYS

165

181
181

188
197
197
197
197

m-w STAGE OSwa.m @ 7h).
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JOHN BURDON




2000 CSA 1 Meter Square Results Revised

2,382,222

Combined Total '

Station | Station Reef Reef Avg per frame
Name Number | Acreage | Sq. Meters seed sack Bbls Seed | BbisSack spat |mussels drills present
Hospital 1 376.07 | 1,521,955.29 0 0 0 0
Grassy 2 23 10
Halfmoon 3 6850.17 | 27,722,638.00 32.5 18
Petit 4 1.5 3
2-4 19.00 10.33 731,570 795,742
[ 3Mile | 5 | 3058.65 | 12,378,356.55 | 18 8.5 309,459 | 292,267 |
| Grand Pass 6 R o 0 0
Cabbage 7 1801.76 | 7,291,722.72 47.5 2
Turkey 11 18.5 2.5
6-11 22.00 1.50 222,803 30,382
Martin Is 9 0 0
Holmes Is 10 4155.7 | 16,818,117.90 0 0
9-10 0.00 0.00 0 0
[ 2000sP | 12 [ 70 | 283200 | 0 0 0 | 0 [
Total 1,263,831 | 1,118,391 |
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Station Acreage # Meter? oyster oyster Seed Sack
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" COASTAL STUDY AREA II

' CLARENCE LUQUET, JR.
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‘JOHN DAMEIER



State of Louisiana
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES M.J. "Mike" Foster

Lyle S. St. Amant Marine Laboratory Governor
P. O. Box 37
Grand Isle, LA 70358 James H. Jenkins, Jr.

(504) 568-7620 : Secretary
Date: July 25, 2000
To: Ron Dugas, Oyster Program Manager
From: John Dameijer, Biologist Manager
Re: Hackberry Bay Public Oyster Seed Reservation Meter Square Samples

Meter square oyster samples were collected July 17,:2000. Samples were taken at three
stations (upper, middle, and lower) with one replicate at each site. Oysters were measured in 5
-mm size classes, averaged for each class (Table 1), and divided into groups of spat, seed, and
sack oysters. Figure 1 shows the frequency distribution of each size class. Spat oysters which

_measured less than 25 mm averaged 61.17 per m®. This number exceeded the previous four
. years (Figure 2). Seed oysters which measured 25 mm to less than 75 mm averaged 12.17 per

m?. This number was below that of the previous four years; however, 8,230 barrels of seed
oysters were harvested during September 1999 to April 2000 from the Hackberry Bay Oyster
Seed Reservation. Sack oysters which measured 75 mm and greater averaged 2.5 per m?. This
number was about average for the past four years, and 17, 380 sacks of marketable oysters were
recently harvested from the public grounds.

Oysters per m? were extrapolated for 5.938 hectares of reef. The results were 1,003.4
barrels of seed oysters and 824.7 sacks of marketable oysters (Table 2).

Severe drought conditions for the southeast Louisiana region are now into the second
year, resulting in record high salinities. Salinities exceeded 25 mg/g 29 days in the month of
May with an average of 26.96 mg/g. Monthly averages of constant recorder data are presented
in Figure 3. Temperatures were above average for January, February and March, and then have
remained average (Figure 4). These conditions seem to be conducive to oyster reproduction and
survival as indicated by the high numbers of spat. Low mortalities were observered during this
sampling and in recent dredge sampling. However, oyster drills were present and eggs were
also collected during the meter square survey. The conditions are also favorable for this species
as well as other oyster predators, competitors, and pathogens Monitoring will continue
throughout the summer to document mortality rates.

An Egual Opporsunity Employer -
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- Hackberry Bay Square Meter Samples
1 sample per station with 1 replicate
3 stations total: upper, mid, and lower
CSA 3, July 17, 2000
-
5mm upper mid lower avg
mm group 1 2 2 1 2 upper
— 04 0 : 0
5-9 1 16 5 5 4 1 10.5
10-14 2 91 21 10 9 3 56
- 15-19 3 68 28 21 15 1 1 48
20-24 4 26 13 19 9 1 19.5
25-29 5 5 8 4 2 1 1 6.5
-....30-34. 6 2 2 3 1 1
- 35-39 7 4 1 0
40-44 8 2 5 2 1 1
45-49 9 1 3 2 0.5
- 50-54 10 1 2 5 2 0.5
' 55-59 1 B 1 1 1 - 0
60-64 12 2 1 1
65-69 13 1 2 2 0.5
ot 70-74 14 1 1 0
o S 7579 15 1 1 - 1 2 0.5
- 80-84 - - 16]- : 2 1
- 85-89 17 s -1
90-94 1:] AU RS | DSPRS DO | I
05.99 A8l B
pOREN4 M 100-104' ...... 20 o o
f- . 105_109 LT 21 S e v s -
el 101422
15119 23| -
_; o 120-124 24 e -
12569129 25| T o
‘total " subtot 209 84 84 60 12 6 total 146
, tot 293 144 "18 455
- -ave 146.5 S T2 : 9 75.83
spat . .subtot 201 67 55 87 4 . 3
<q" tot 268 92 7. 367
- ave 134.0 46.0 3.5 61.17
" seed subtot - 7 15 25 19 6 . 1
13" o octot o o R 220 T 44 0 - E T 73
ave 110 ... 220 ;3.5 1217
- sack ~ sub tot 1 2 4 4 2 2
>3" tot TITTTTTTE T4 15
s """""'a"ve“’ DAt ’,".':.'1';5 LTI mITTIIIIT 4;0 = e 2 2'5
- mussels . . subtot---- 30 1 1 0 2 S
: e tot B mmm@rTmmmIo s oy 2 nan
ave 1.5 1.0 1 117
L]

avg
mid

0

4.5

9.5

18

14

NOOODODOOO

-~

avg
lower

o

COO0OO0O0O0OOONMUNOLACOON-AO0ONOMaahah O

(o N

avg
all
0
5.17
22.33
22.33
11.33
3.5
1.33
0.83
1.67
1
167
05
0.5
0.83
0.33
0.83
0.5
0.33
0.83

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
3

75.8
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marketable oysters.

" Table 1. Squared meter samples data extrapolated to barrels of seed oysters and sacks of

Square meter samples | barrels of seed- . sacks of |-
r— oyster | marketable |
Year oysters
1996 13,129.6 645.3 |.
1997 4,307.2 1,322.8 |
1998 4,758.9. 0 1,677.7 |-
1999 ~ 23956 8389 | -
Average of 1996-1998.|. .—..4,0652 | = 12153
! - Square Meter Samples (1999)
1 Hackberry Bay, LA
b 15
' _
| - B iower B mid [l upper
£ 10
4G
N
| ©
R
£
S s}
|0
P>
©
o - i K. 1 188" 8. 8 88 8 € SN e
0 2 4 6 g8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24
.135,791113151719212325
Fig. 1 work groups




Figure 1.

Meter Square Samples, July 17, 2000
Hackberry Bay, LA
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Meter Square Samples by Year
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COASTAL STUDY AREA V

MARTIN BOURGEOIS

PAUL MEIER



2000 SISTER LAKE METER SQUARK

STATION LOCATION:

200 = Grand Pass

202 = Walker's Point

203 = Old Camp

207 = Mid Sister Lake

213 = North 1994 Shell Plant
214 = Mid 1994 Shell Plant
213 = South 1994 Shell Plant
216 = North 1995 Shell Plant
217 = Camp 1995 Shell Plant

o
Sta. 213
36.5 (Sesd)

6.0 (Sack)
'  eSm. 217 .
Sta. 24 31.5 (Seed) &~
® 0.5 (Seal) 3.0 (sack)
5.0 (Sack) . s
O : C A 1 . ® 24.0 (Sexd) g &
T A 'C 11.5 (Sack)
SIS P ‘
S /1' d
|
2
N = e N ey
<7 . _‘l._ . Z -}: -
St@a. 203 a1 :'y IS
.14.5 (Seed) °..‘. Y ) ~ iy
- 3.5 (SadgF~
p=ric-) M N
L .'.':.;'\: - ::‘:~°.:
GRS B A




'~ ,TATION LOCATION:
251 = Buckskin Bayou S ZI_—
* 252 = Rat Bayou oy Y
™ . 253 = Mid Bay Junop B —_ -
" 254 = Hell Hole Bayou sl =7 A
. 255 = Boyou de West —— = AN
-f' — * - . . - phieewmnd —
. .y . — m— ) —--
* < S@a. 51 —_ =%
: S </ - 44.5 (Sed) -
- = : 24.
- BAY
- JUNOP ,
. . 1 . . . ‘ : o‘. ~ . ..
- — , o R = i A Ve
T R ey [ e it
e T N =g
- . e me T e L = - MEDROLEBLY
et — s (— =N A,
— - —— r Mg, n i 1 % 2430 |
:-:1— o -_:_- _-——7"\%? ] . l._gf.)l\.. [ 1(\4-;2 -2
1. N -1 rN- |
- : , =s=". " MUDHOLE
W e LV s
f g Qv Y
A
[
_A
_‘
_
)
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—
—

... 40 BAY JUNOP METER SQUARE SAMPLES- -
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1'4 T s B . .
- M.J. “Mike” Foster, Jr.

™ ent of Wildlife & Fisheries
Post Office Box-189 , Govemor
- DoOurg, Louisiana 70343 -
(504)594-4130
July 11, 2000
- e
—

les/2000 Stock Assessments

™ 111 personnel, all meter square field sampling associated with the 2000
ads (Sister Lake and Bay Junop) in Coastal Study Area V was completed
3 1s, 9 in Sister Lake (including 1994 and 1995 shell plants) and 5 in Bay
= ..te made at each station. o , -

_ir Sister Lake indicates »12..@9.&991@8%% in oyster stock size from 1999
™ 90 barrels of seed oysters and 76,516 barrels of sack oystérs available for

¢ oysters as well as seed oysters n.nwnmmnbﬂanupmo,md%onw size measured
0% while seed oyster stocks

;- stock size has decreased approximately 70
=50 from record levels recorded in 1 997. With the exception.of the Camp
e North 1995 shell plant and Station # 203 (M id-Sister Lake) experenced

¢ - 7ailability. Results from the current Sister Lake assessment of shell plant
. arrels of seed and 35,636 barrels. of sack oysters available for harvest,
and 79% decrease in sack oyster availability from 1999 shell plant stock

o~ ural reefs within Sister Lake indicate 93,013 barrels of seed and 40,879
= eases of 53% and 69%, respectively, from 1999 stock levels. The current
in Sister Lake (3.:2-1.0), althiough largely ecratic between years, compares
| ©-1.0 calculated in the Soﬂnwuoamgowo,.»mmnmmnyn_uﬁmw. co
- .
1 2s seed oyster stocks in Bay Junop has decreased from 1999 levels, sack
7 Tapop over the same pedod. Results from the 2000 Bay Junop stock
*= 361,194 batrels of sack oysters available for harvest; respective decreases
)9 stock levels. The curent ratio of seed to sack oyster availability found
s-bly with identical levels of 0.6-1.0 and 0.6-1.0 calculated in the 1997 and

= 1.10) identified in the 1999 assessment.

biofouling rates of

; were unnoamm from all mpmuwutnm.,q»wm replicates. anon
™) 10p significantly decreased from rates measure
\n Equal Opportunity Employer . _

—— -y - FET— e e e

d in the 1998 and 1999

ZU3

SISTER LAKE

5 miles

BAY JUNOP

ion

Station Locat

Station Location

200 = Grand Pass

251 = Buckskin Bayou

202 = Walker’s Point
203 = Old Camp

Rat Bayou

252
253
254

Mid Bay Junop

Mid Sister Lake
213 = North 1994 Shell Plant

214

207 =

Hell Hole Bayou
= Bayou de West

255

Mid 1994 Shell Plant

South 1994 Shell Plant
216 = North 1995 Shell Plant
217 = Camp 1995 Shell Plant

215=
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" ™ 2000 EAY JUNOP METER SQUARE SAMPLES

- - .STATION LOCATION:
= 251 = Buckskin Bayou
252 = Rat Bayou

253 = Mid Bay Junop
'~ 254 = Hell Hole Bayou
- 255 = Bayou de West

—
..
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-"' ——

- 2000 SISTER LAKE OYSTER AVAILABILITY
ST  (Reefs Only)

{ METER? | — REEF # METER? # SEED # SACK BARRELS BARRELS
“w| STATION | ACREAGE OYSTERS | OYSTERS SEED SACK

: OYSTERS OYSTERS

"~ 200 221_-,5§f_ - 896.734.26 21,0 0.5 26,154.7 1,245.5
- 202 81.93 331,570.71 64.0 10.5 29.473.0 9,670.8
- 203 15131 612,352.00 ° 14.5 3.5 12,332.1 5,953.4
o 207 185.72 751,608.84 24.0 11.5 25,053.6 24,009.7
— - _TOTALS | — 640.54 2,592,265.7 "123.5 26.0 93,013.4 40,879.4




2000 OYSTER AVAILABILITY
e SISTER LAKE 1995 SHELL PLANTS
oz SEED OYSTERS -
- SHELL PLANT - | ACRES | #METER? 4 SEED BARRELS SEED
SUNNTIRET | AT it oo | OYSTERS _OYSTERS
- U | o — — — :
North 1995 CUIIsT L 465405 | 500 32,319.8
- .
|l ——Camp 1995— |~ 438 —|— 1,772,586 315 77,550.6
TOTALS 553 | 2,237,991 81,5 109,870.4
-
. SACK OYSTERS
SHELL PLANT | ACRES | #METER? # SACK BARRELS SACK
- o L ] OYSTERS OYSTERS
- North 1995 115 465,405 2.0 2,585.6
- Camp 1995 438 1,772,586 3.0 14,771.5
TOTALS 553 2,237,991 5.0 17,357.1
- | I 123
- H




1999 BAY JUNOP OYSTER AVAILABILITY

* Stations 252 and

2355 are combined.

[ METER: | REEF #METER® | #SEED | #SACK | BARRELS BARRELS
STATION | ACREAGE |-OYSTERS | OYSTERS | — SEED - SACK
- | F OYSTERS OYSTERS
251 17.2 69,608.40 44.5 24.0 43022 4,640.6
s | 6736 272,605.92 28.3 405 10,714.9 30,668.2
253 73.26 206,483.22 20.0 115 8,235.6 9,471.0
254 94.20 381,227.40 20.5 15.5 ©10,854.4 16,414.0
255+ - _
l-ToTALS | z:zoz“ 1,0199249 | 1133 91.5 34,107.1 61,193.8
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. Barrels

2000 SISTER LAKE SHELL PLANTS OYSTER
STOCK SIZE
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2000 SISTER LAKE OYSTER STOCK SIZE
(Reefs Only)

| Seed mSack | |
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SISTER LAKE SEED OYSTER STOCK SIZE

1999-00 Harvest
4%

2000 Stock Size
34%

\_ 1999 Stock Size
62%

SISTER LAKE SACK OYSTER STOCK SIZE

1999-00 Harvest
11%

2000 Stock Size
18%

\_1998 Stock Size
71%



BAY JUNOP SEED OYSTER STOCK SIZE

41998-99 Harvest
6%

2000 Stock Size
33%

._ 1998 Stock Size
€1%

BAY JUNOP SACK OYSTER STOCK SIZE

1998-98 Harvest
18% 1999 Stock Size
26%

2000 Stock Size
56%
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Salinity

Salinity

MAY SISTER LAKE SALINITY AND WATER
TEMPERATURE
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James H. Jenkins, Jr.

Departmel;zrfrof Wildlife & Fisheries

~ Secretary 2415 Darnall Road
~ . New Iberia, LA 70560
, (337)373-0032
 MEMORANDUM
TO: Ron Dugas: - -
FROM: E. Paul Cook
DATE: August 3, 2000

SUBJECT:  CSA 6 Meter Square Oyster Samples / 2000

M.J. “Mike” Foster, Jr.
Governor

With assistance from CSA 3 and CSA 5 personnel, meter square field sampling of public
reefs in CSA 6 was completed on June 29, 2000. A total of 5 stations were sampled with
one additional replicate made at each station. '

Results of the 2000 safnples were as follows;

STATION NO. | STATION NAME | AVG.NO.SEED [ AVG. NO.SACK
001 South Point 24.0 4.0
002 Big Charles 85.0 0.5
003 Indian Point 109.5 8.5
004 " Dry Reef 26.0 0
005 Bayou Blanc 197.0 0

Although an overall Vermili
(figures relative to reef sizes
oyster numbers for year 2000
tables and figures). This is probably a direct result of incre

on Bay area stock assessment is not possible at this time

are not available) it can be seen from the sample results that
have increased over numbers seen in recent years (see
ased salinities and lower

turbidity seen throughout the Vermilion/Teche Basin caused by the extended drought

period of 1999-2000.

Tt should be noted that a very small percentage (2.8%) of oysters taken in samples were
sack oysters available for harvest. In addition, all areas sampled remain in the
“Restricted Area” by order of DHH. .

An Equal Opportunity Employer




- In addition to an increase in oyster productivity, the rise in salinity levels has produced an
increase in the number of hooked mussels fouling 3 of the 5 reefs sampled.

... Approximately 30-40 live oysters from Indian Point (Vermilion Bay) and Bayou Blanc

-
(East Cote Blanche Bay) were collected by divers and forwarded to Dr. Tom Soniat at
: Nicholls State University for “DERMO” analysis. Results of the analysis are as follows;
[ . - . -
[STATIONNAME [ SALINITY | TEMPERATURE |PRECENT | WEIGHED
: -INFECTION | INCIDENSE
- | Bayou Blanc (E. 14.4 ppt 29.4°C 0% 0.00
' Cote Blanche)
. Indian Point 19.8 ppt 29.9°C 20% 0.07
- (Vermilion Bay)
Tables, map, and figures depicting the 2000 CSA 6 assessment are presented as
= follows;
- - __.cc: Marty Bourgeois
Claude Boudreaux
Karen Foote
-
]
-
-.-,:T__. - -
iy
- o
H -
-




2000 M2 SAMPLES / CSA6 STATION NAME STATION NO.
South Point 001
Big Charles 002
Indian Points 003
Ory Reef 004

Bayou Blanc 005

VERMILION

. E WEST COTE BLANCHE
BAY MAROKE

POINT

EAST COTE
BLANCHE BAY

ISLAND_ .,

wns
Oyster
loke

LATITUDE
N29°28.980°'
N29°36.853°
N29°37.112°
N29°4%.179"
N29°28.980°

POINT

CHEVREVIL

LONGITUDE
W91°45,463"
W92°00.525'
192°00.525*
W91°54.111°¢
W91°45.463"



2000 M2 SAMPLES / CSA 6 STATION NO. STATION NAME

001 South Point
002 Big Charles
003 Indian Point
004 Dry Reef
005 Bayou Blanc

REDFISH 'VERM“JON

' POINT * #004
s BAY % o e WEST COTE BLANCHE

109.5-Seed \

- 3 KARONE
0oi BAY POINT
¢ #002 '85.0-Seed

EAST COTE
BLANCHE BAY

ISLAND_

ume

Oysl
O:;“”

197 .0-Seed Pom‘
0.0-Sack ‘CHEYREVIL
#ofn )
24 .0-Seed
’ 4.0-5ack

‘ 5 i i . iy :
AETRNE SEN RN SR LN SRR SRR SN SN SRR SRR LN SRR RN TR SR



AVERAGE CATCH OYSTERS IN M?/ SOUTH POINT
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AVERAGE CATCH OYSTERS IN M?/ BIG CHARLES
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AVERAGE CATCH OYSTERS IN M?/ INDIAN POINT

CSA 6
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AVERAGE CATCH OYSTERS IN M?/ DRY REEF
CSAG6

NUMBER OF OYSTERS
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AVERAGE CATCH OYSTERS IN M?/ BAYOU BLANC
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HOOKED MUSSEL
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION
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SALINITY (ppt)

AVERAGE JUNE SALINITY

CSA 6

A - -

S SESAS

YEAR

~ [mSOUTH POINT CIINDIAN POINT EIDRY REEF

1



- CSAG6

LR
LB
TZ

v 2 ).I?).“f‘- 7
o % »

by
»
>, b
b0 8
» >>).

30 |

25 |----eeeeeee
20

15 |-

10

(3dd) ALINITVS

2000

1999
YEAR
mSOUTH POINT KIINDIAN POINT EDRY REEF

1998




1

-3

_ﬂ? N B |

1

1

1

1

—3

—— L




OYSTER PRODUCTION IN CALCASIEU LAKE

AUGUST 2000
OYSTER NUMBERS _
WESTSIDE | EASTSIDE
SIZE STATION AVE. SIZE STATION AVE.
| 4 5 6 R s 2 3 -
>3] 27 | 44 | 99 | 283 >3 | 40 | 30 | 36 | 177
13" | 18 | 26 | 68 | 187 13| 60 | 38 12 | 183
OYSTER PRODUCTION AREA
WESTSIDE EASTSIDE

2,942,076.67 SQ. METERS

3,901,185.57 SQ. METERS

PRODUCTION OF > 3" OYSTERS

WESTSIDE EASTSIDE
OYSTERS: 83,260,769.761 OYSTERS: 69,050,984.589
|'sAcks:: - 462,559.8 SACKS: 383,616.6
TOTAL SACKS OF > 3" OYSTERS: ‘ 846,176.4
PRODUCTION OF 1-3" OYSTERS
WESTSIDE | EASTSIDE
OYSTERS: 55,016,833.729 OYSTERS: 71,391,695.931
SACKS: 152,824.5 SACKS: 198,310.3
TOTAL SACKS OF 1-3" OYSTERS: | 351,134.8
TOTAL PRODUCTION

TOTAL OVERALL POTENTIAL OF OYSTERS (SACKS): 1,197,311.2
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RESOLUTION

Extension of Oyster Season on the Public Oyster Seed Grounds
and Oyster Seed Reservations East of the Mississippi River

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,
_ . __WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

and in Hackberry Bay

adopted by the.
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
March 2, 2000 °

the present oyster season on: the Public Oyster Seed
Grounds and Oyster Seed Reservations east of the
Mississippi River and Hackberry Bay Oyster Seed
Reservation is scheduled to close 3 hour after sunset

April 1, 2000, and

RS 56:433 B(1l) allows the Commission to extend the oyster
season on these grounds, B

there has been an unusually high spat set within areas of
extremely high salinities due to the present drought

conditions in Louisiana, and

it is determined that sufficient quantities of oysters
are available to accommodate additional harvest in these

areas, and

the Louisiana Oyster Task Force, at it’s February
meeting, recommended a 15 day extension to the grounds

east of the Mississippi, and

BE IT RESOLVED, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission extends the oyster season on the Public Oyster
Seed Grounds and Oyster Seed Reservations east of the
Mississippi River and the Hackberry Bay Oyster Seed
Reservation to one-half hour after sunset April , 2000.

: 2
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency exteriding the

oyster season is attached to and made a part of this
resolution. '

Thomas M. Gattle, Jr., James H.:Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
Chairman Department of Wildlife and
Wildlife and Fisheries Fisheries

Commission



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
- -- Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the

. Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967, and under

the authority of R.S. 56:6(25) (a), R.S5. 56:433 and R.S. 56:435.1,
‘notice is hereby given that the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

hereby declares:

1. ..The oyster season on- the “Public Oyster Seed Grounds”
east of Mississippi River and the Hackberry Bay Oyster
. Seed Reservation are. to be extended to one-half hour

after sunset April 30, 2000.

Tom Gattle, Jr.
Chairman



RESOLUTION

2000/2001-Season on the Public-Oyster Grounds

August 3, 2000

. WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 proviaés that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds
e wmee - ghall -be--opened-on the Wednesday following Labor Day

~~--- - which in-2000-is September 6, and

WHEREAS, the oyster resources on the vpublic Oyster Seed Grounds

and Oyster Seed Reservation" have been surveyed and the
available supply and size variation has been determined,

e . .....and . )

WHEREAS, the coastal environment has been beset by extremely high

water temperatures and drought conditions and these
factors detrimentally affect the oyster resource, and

WHEREAS, Act #46 of the 1992 Legislative Session changed R.S.
56:433B to mandate a sacking :-only area on the Public
Grounds east of the Mississippi River inclusive of
Plaguemines and St. Bernard Parishes,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that all the Louisiana Public Oyster Seed

Grounds not currently under lease and Oyster Seed
Reservations except the Sister Lake and Bay Junop Oyster
Seed Reservations will open one-half hour before sunrise
on September 6, 2000 and will ‘close one-half hour after
sunset on September 17 to reopen one-half hour before
sunrise on October 1, 2000 for the remainder of the

season, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Bay Junop Oyster Seed Reservation

will open one-half hour before sunrise on September 6,
2000 and will remain open until one-half hour after
sunset on May 15, 2001, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reserva-
tion will remain closed for the 2000/2001 Oyster Season,
and _

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sacking only area of the public

grounds is generally Lake Fortuna and Lake Machias to a
line from Mozambique Pt. to Pt. Gardner to Grace Pt. at
the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, and will open and
close the same as all the public grounds east of the
Mississippi River, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency



action if necessary, to close areas if oyster mortalities
are occurring or to delay the season or close areas where

_.significant spat catch has occurred with good probability

of survival, or where it is found that there are
excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the

~authority -to take emergency action to reopen areas

previously closed if the threat to the resource has

“‘ended, and’

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the season for Calcasieu Lake tonging

area will open one-half hour before sunrise on October

15, 2000 and Sabine Lake tonging area will open one-half

hour before’' sunrise on November 15, 2000 and they will
remain open until one-half hour after sunset on April 30,

- 2001. However, these conservation actions will not

supercede public health closures, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the notice"of any 6pening, delaying

or closing of a season will be made by public notice at
least 72 hours prior to such action.

Thomas ‘M:--Gattle, - James -H. Jenkins, Jr.

Chairman, La. Wlldllfe and Secretary, La. Department of

Fisheries Commission o T Wildlife and Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

e ee.. .. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
oo--——-e - Wildlife and- Fisheries Commission .

In accordance with the emergency - provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953 (B) and 967, and under
the authority‘of"R:Sf:561433~and R.S. 56:435.1 notice is hereby

- -———given- that---the - Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby

declares:

~..1. [The Louisiana Public Oyster Seed Grounds not currently
.. - under lease and Oyster Seed Reservations éxcept the Sister Lake and
=  Bay Junop.Oyster Seed Reservations will open one-half hour before
sunrise on September. 6, 2000-and will close one-half hour after
sunset on September 17 to re-open one-half hour before sunrise on

October 1,.2000 and remain open for the remainder of the season.

2. Bay Junop Oyster Seed Reservation will open one-half hour
before sunrise on September 6, 2000 and will remain open until one-

= ' half hour after sunset on May 15, 2001.

3. The Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservation.will remain closed
- for the 2000/2001 Oyster Season.

4. The sacking only area of the public grounds is generally

- Lake Fortuna and Lake Machias to a line from Mozambique Pt. to Pt.
Gardner to Grace Pt. at the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, and will

open and close the same as all the public grounds east of the

Mississippi River.--. - e e

- I _
" g The Secretary-of- the Department -of Wildlife and Fisheries
is authorized to take emergency action if necessary, to close areas
- if oyster mortalities are occurring or to delay the season or close
areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good
probability of survival, or where it is found that there are

- excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads.

6. The Secretary is authorized to take emergency action to
reopen areas previously closed if the threat to the resource has

-~ ended.

7. The season for Calcasieu Lake tonging area will open one-
half hour before sunrise on October 15, 2000 and Sabine Lake

-
tonging area will open one-half hour before sunrise on November 15,
2000 and they will remain open until one-half hour after sunset on
April 30, 2001. However, these conservation actions will not
- supercede public health closures.
8. Notice of any opening, delayihg or closing of a season
o will be made by public notice at least 72 hours prior to such
action.
- Thomas M. Gattle, Jr.

Chairman
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