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LOUISIANA WILD SEAFOOD 
CERTIFICATION PROGRAM 

(LWSCP)



SUMMARY OF LOUISIANA 
STATUTER.S. 56:578.15

“The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 
authorized to establish a quality certification program for 
Louisiana wild fish, and for Louisiana wild seafood products, 
including wild-caught shrimp, which are taken, harvested, or 
landed in Louisiana.”

“…standards may include but are not limited to harvest 
requirements, post-harvest refrigeration requirements, 
quality standards, handling practices, traceability, branding 
and branding registrations, recording requirements, 
compliance standards, and packaging regulations”



SUMMARY OF LOUISIANA STATUTE
R.S. 56:578.15

“Any fisherman or seafood dealer who wishes to participate 
in the Louisiana Wild Seafood Certification Program shall 
apply to the department to be issued a participation permit 
by the department.”

“Any holder of such permit who harvests or markets 
Louisiana wild fish or wild seafood products in accordance 
with the requirements of the Louisiana Wild Seafood 
Certification Program shall be authorized to market said 
product under the auspices of the Louisiana Wild Seafood 
Certification Program.”



LWSCP PURPOSE
Voluntary program for fishermen, docks, 
processors, dealers, grocers, and 
restaurants to participate

Certify seafood products are harvested, 
landed, processed, and packaged in 
Louisiana

Develop a nationally recognized brand that 
will attract buyers to the best seafood on the 
planet – Louisiana Seafood.

Promote all participants in this program: 
Fishermen, dealers, processors, retailers 
and restaurants!



WHAT IS A GEOGRAPHIC 
CERTIFICATION PROGRAM

Consumers don’t know where their seafood comes from



POP QUIZ:
WHERE DO POTATOES COME 
FROM?
LOBSTERS?  
ORANGES?
The first states that come to mind are 
probably Idaho, Maine and Florida. 

That’s no accident - it’s the work of 
calculated marketing efforts to build or 
maintain a commodity brand. 



EXAMPLES OF SUCCESSFUL 
GEOGRAPHIC CERTIFICATIONS
Vidalia Onions



EXAMPLES OF SUCCESSFUL 
GEOGRAPHIC CERTIFICATIONS
Kobe Beef
Kobe beef in Japan is registered trademark by Kobe 
Beef Distribution Promotion Conference.



EXAMPLES OF SUCCESSFUL 
GEOGRAPHIC CERTIFICATIONS
Certified Idaho Potatoes
The Idaho Potato Commission has made the word 
‘Idaho’ synonymous with ‘potato’



GOOD NEWS!

• Louisiana has a story
• Tied to geography
• Tied to culture and history

• Strong Seafood Promotion and Marketing Board 
(with funding and talented agencies on contract)

• Lots of “lessons learned” – by somebody else

• Economic climate is favoring buying local



HOW TO PARTICIPATE



HOW TO APPLY



Application



HOW TO PARTICIPATE
COMMERCIAL FISHERMAN



HOW TO PARTICIPATE
DEALERS AND PROCESSORS



HOW TO PARTICIPATE
RETAILERS AND RESTAURANTS

Important so consumers / buyers know where to buy 
LWSCP seafood from.





MONITORING AND 
ENFORCEMENT



MONITORING AND 
ENFORCEMENT



GOALS AND OBJECTIVES



GOALS AND OBJECTIVES



CLOSING

This will be an ongoing program that will 
consistently seek input from the seafood 
community.  

Regular input will be needed to be sure this 
program is meeting industry needs.



QUESTIONS?


