New Law Allows Students with Asthma in Louisiana
to Breathe Easier in Schools

What is the new Law? s i
Did you know that a new Louisiana law allows students '
in public schools to carry asthma inhalers and/or

//
epinephrine pen (epi pen) in school and anytime under h Y _‘
the care of the school that the student attends? \

The new law eliminates the time it takes to retrieve medications from the
school nurse or school office at the first sign of asthma symptoms.

What is Required from the Parent?
The parent must provide a written Medication Order Form and Asthma Action Plan

from a doctor that says the student has asthma and that the student has been
taught how to properly use their asthma inhaler and/or epinephrine pen.

Recommendation:
The Louisiana Department of Health and Hospital’s Asthma Management and

Prevention Program and the Asthma Surveillance Collaborative recommend that ALL
students with asthma have an Asthma Action Plan on file with the school.

Permission to self-carry must be granted and renewed yearly.

Students granted permission to self-carry and self-administer will be allowed to carry
at anytime while on school property or when:

v" On school field trips

v’ Participating in extracurricular events (such as sporting events, band clubs or
other events)

v Riding school buses

Disciplinary Action:

Students who misuse asthma medications permitted under the law are subject to
disciplinary action which shall not include restricting student’s immediate access to
medication.

For more information and to download the Medication Order Form and Asthma Action Plan, visit
WWW.ASTHMA.DHH.LOUISIANA.GOV.




