
Friends of the Louisiana 

Whooping Cranes 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

Volume 4, Issue 3 August 2015 

Since You Last Read... An Update on the Louisiana Whooping Cranes 

 Hello and happy summer to all of you!  It’s hard to believe the year is progressing so quickly and  

our whooping crane nesting season has concluded. We are fortunate in that we have had nesting at-

tempts by four different pairs of cranes this year. With newly formed pairs and multiple nesting at-

tempts it is sometimes difficult to keep our totals straight. The following information is taken from our 

whooping crane blog entries which appear on the LDWF whooping crane webpage 

www.wlf.louisiana.gov/wildlife/whooping-cranes 

 The following was written by Eva Szyszkoski and Sara Zimorski. Eva is the newest member of 

the LDWF whooping crane staff.  She recently moved from Wisconsin where she worked for the Interna-

tional Crane Foundation. We welcome Eva and her crane expertise to the state and to the Louisiana 

whooping crane project. 

The following recaps our 2015 nesting season: 

 

The infertile eggs from the renest of L7-11 and her mate L8-11 were 

collected on 4 June in Avoyelles Parish. For those of you keeping 

track, this makes four nests total for this pair (2 first nest and 2 

renest attempts) in the last two years. All their eggs have been infer-

tile, however, the birds demonstrate excellent parenting skills and 

have incubated past full term each nesting attempt.  

  

Male L2-11 and his mate L13-11 nested in Allen Parish and incubat-

ed for a minimum of 27 days (and a maximum of 37). On June 12th, 

routine observation indicated that the pair was not sitting on the 

nest. The pairs interactions and behaviors were monitored to deter-

mine if a chick was present. After some time, researchers approached 

the nest and found only a small piece of egg shell. Although, the pair 

had been confirmed as actively sitting only three days prior, we do 

not believe the eggs had hatched. No indication of crushed vegetation 

around the nest or larger egg fragments were found to indicate a 

hatch had occurred. 

  

L1 & 6-11 nested for the first time in the marsh at White Lake in 

early April. We suspected the pair might have a nest based on continuous overlapping data points we 

received from the GPS transmitter on the male. Unfortunately, shortly after the cranes nested south-

west Louisiana received ~10 inches of rain. Cranes will try to build their nest up to protect it from rising 

water but they couldn’t keep up with that much rain in such a short amount of time and the nest flood-

ed. 

At first glance, one might think this is a 

sandhill crane. However, it is a quite 

dirty L7-11.  She is dirty due to the muddy 

water contained within the crawfish field 

where the pair renested. A small portion 

of the broom used to hold her back while 

the infertile eggs were collected is visible. 

http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/wildlife/whooping-cranes
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The flooded nest with one intact egg still sitting on top 

was located along with a piece of eggshell on the nest indi-

cating there had been a second egg. Further investigation 

revealed the egg had been fertile but was no longer viable. 

 

The final nest of 2015 belonged to young male L1-13 and 

his mate L3-11. They also were Allen Parish nesters and 

chose a very secluded marsh, making ground observations 

impractical. A June 17 flight observation showed that the 

adults had moved 1.5 miles from the nest leaving one in-

tact egg at the nest unattended. The egg was quickly col-

lected and incubated overnight and transported the next 

morning to the Audubon Species Survival Center in New 

Orleans. The following week Audubon staff concluded that 

the egg was rotten and therefore fertility could not be determined. It is estimated that this pair could 

have incubated for a maximum of 28 days based on data from their remote transmitters. (Remember 

full term incubation for whooping cranes is 30 days).  

 In addition to the pairs that laid eggs this spring, male L10-11 and his mate L11-11 built a nest 

platform on the White Lake property but did not lay any eggs.   

 

 Recap of the 2015 Louisiana Whooping Crane Nesting 

Season  

Pair 10 and 11-11 built a nest platform. 

Pair 1 and 6-11  built a nest in the marsh that flooded. The pair produced 2 eggs; 1 egg recovered was 

determined fertile but no longer viable and only a piece remained of the other egg.  

Pair 7 and 8-11 built two nests. Both nests had 2 eggs (4 total eggs for 2015). All four eggs were deter-

mined to be infertile. 

Pair 2 and 3-11 one failed nesting attempt. Only a small fragment of egg was recovered therefore LDWF 

can not confirm whether the pair produced one or two eggs originally.  

Pair 3-11 and 1-13  built a nest with two eggs. It was confirmed on June 17 however, that the pair had 

abandoned the nest. One egg remained and was transported to New Orleans but was later determined 

to be rotten. 

 

             . 

2015 flooded nest of L1 and L6-11 



 

LDWF Receives Fourth Grant From Chevron Allocated 

for Whooping Crane Awareness In Louisiana  
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We would like to recognize Chevron for their continued support of the whooping crane 

reintroduction program. Without their social responsibility support, it would not have 

been possible for LDWF to have produced the high level public awareness campaign, 

nor the quality of education workshops and other stewardships expenses that we have 

accomplished. We are grateful for their support. We believe awareness leads to appre-

ciation which leads to protection. We are indeed proud to continue our partnership    

 with them on this important endeavor. 

 

                                 An LDWF Thank You 

The staff of Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries wishes to thank the United States Fish 

and Wildlife Service and its dedicated employees, Billy Brooks, Debbie Fuller, and 

Kelly Bibb for procuring federal funds in the past for the Louisiana whooping crane 

reintroduction project.  

Recently, Billy secured approximately $50,000 of recovery funds and $100,000 in the 

State of the Birds conservation grant to be utilized next year. We sincerely appreciate 

the continued support of our Louisiana whooping cranes from our friends and col-

leagues with USFWS. 

                                             Upcoming Outreach Events 

 Be sure to come and support your local festival activities and whooping cranes at the upcoming 

scheduled events:         

National Hunting and Fishing Day: September 26 Baton Rouge and Woodworth, LA 

http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/nhfd2015 

 

The Louisiana Cattle Festival: Oct 10 Abbeville, LA 

http://louisianacattlefestival.org/default2.htm 

 

Festival Acadiens et Creoles: Oct 10-11 Lafayette, LA   

http://www.festivalsacadiens.com/ 

 

Experience Louisiana Festival: October 17-18 Eunice, LA (This festival is show casing the whooping 

crane project) http://www.experiencelouisiana.org/ 

 

Shake Your Trail Feather Festival: October 17 Breaux Bridge, LA  

http://techeproject.org/events/shake-your-trail-feather/ 

http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/nhfd2015
http://louisianacattlefestival.org/default2.htm
http://www.festivalsacadiens.com/
http://www.experiencelouisiana.org/
http://techeproject.org/events/shake-your-trail-feather/
https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrTcYKW9KdVjGUAlwCJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIyc3MxaWthBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANkNDY4ZTc0YjNjYzlmYzY5Y2IzNDZjYmI0MzczYzIwMQRncG9zAzQEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fima
https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pAMCKhVCQsAXr.JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIyMTlmZGplBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM1ZDRkNzRmYWQ4NWFhN2JhNmI4Y2I4MmRiMDkxY2U2OQRncG9zAzIEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fima
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April-July 2015 Friends of the Cranes 

This newsletter is written by Carrie Salyers, Education Outreach Coordinator for the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries 

 A special thanks to our monetary donors, without whom this project would not be possible. The 

following individuals have made monetary donations to support the reintroduction of whooping cranes 

to southwest Louisiana: 

 Approximately 1/3 of the Louisiana whooping crane project budget is comprised of private dona-

tions; all donations are sincerely appreciated. If you or someone you know would like to make a dona-

tion in support of the cranes, please contact Kell McInnis at 225-765-5100, kmcinnis@wlf.la.gov, or visit 

the Foundation’s website directly at http://lawff.org/ . Donations can also be mailed directly to the 

Foundation at P.O. Box 80378 Baton Rouge, LA 70898-0378. 

Shreveport Society for Nature Study Bird Study Group 

James and Caroline Theus Fund in honor of George Archibald  

Janet Schmitt 

Sara Simmonds 

Louisiana Ornithological Society 

Barry & Paula Gondron, in memory of Wallace Gondron  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Louisiana Whooping Crane Survival as of  July 2015:  

 A total of 64 birds have been released in Louisiana since the project began in 2010. Out of those 

64 birds, a total of 39 individuals are currently alive for a survivorship of 61%. Beginning with the 

2011 cohort, birds received for the Louisiana project were younger in age compared to those received in 

the 2010 cohort. LDWF strongly believes that has helped increase the survival percentage of the indi-

vidual cohorts. Reported below are the survival rates for the 2011-2014 cohorts: 

 

Cohort Year:              2011                 2012                2013            2014            4 Year Average:          

Current Survival:   10/16= 63%      9/14= 64%      7/10=70%     13/14=93%     39/54= 72% 

Thank you notes from Kathyrn 

Moreau’s third grade class at Holy 

Family Cross School in Port Allen, 

LA. 

http://lawff.org/

