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Since You Last Read... An Update on the Louisiana Whooping Cranes

Hello and happy fall to everyone. This year has gone by so quickly it is exciting to think
that by the time the next issue of the newsletter comes out it will be 2016 and we will have add-
ed new cranes to our population.

We are anxiously awaiting the arrival of our 2015 cohort. The group of 10 juveniles are
tentatively set to arrive December 3rd. As with the previous cohorts, all birds will be trans-
ferred and acclimated at the pen at White Lake Wetlands Conservation area.

As for our 2011-2014 birds, in August we reported a population of 39 birds but have un-
fortunately lost a few since then bringing our current population to a maximum of 35 birds. The
four individuals lost since then are all from the 2014 cohort which is not unusual given that
newly released birds remain somewhat naive and vulnerable for the first year after they are
released. 4-14 (M) last satellite transmission was June 8, therefore he is missing, presumed
dead; 7-14 (F) last transmission was the middle of June, therefore she is missing, presumed
dead; 9-14 (F) fell victim to predation middle-late September; and lastly 11-14 (F) was found
severely injured and was euthanized at the end of August.

However, we have a visiting whooping crane from the reintroduced eastern migratory
population. On October 18th a juvenile released in Wisconsin in late September arrived NE of
Tallulah, East Carroll Parish, Louisiana. He was observed at this location shortly after he ar-
rived and was found to be alone, with no other cranes around. He has since moved a short dis-
tance south and is currently near the coastal prairie.

The visiting crane is WCEP 20-15 who is parent-reared and was released this fall.
Cranes are reared by adults in captivity and released at the Necedah NWR in Wisconsin near
pairs of older birds. After leaving Necedah shortly after release, no. 20-15 ended up in Dubu-
que, Iowa, in a location with lots of human activity. He was captured by staff from the Interna-
tional Crane Foundation on October 13th and released back in Wisconsin. He moved the day
after he was re-released, flying south into Illinois and then eventually making his way into
Louisiana. LDWF and USFWS staff will continue to monitor this bird while he remains in the
state.




Coastal and Nongame Resources Division Recognized for
Whooping Crane Project Public Awareness Efforts

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries’ Coastal and Nongame Resources Divi-
sion received an Award of Excellence from the
Southern Public Relations Federation for public
awareness efforts connected to the agency’s whoop-
ing crane reintroduction project.

The award was presented at the Federa-
tion’s annual conference held in September in
Point Clear, Alabama. The annual competition fea-
tures PR work performed by ad agencies, universi-

— ty PR offices and state and federal agencies con-
ducting in-house PR

campaigns. ; i
The Whooping pE: S018
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- . EXCELLENCE
Kristie Aylett, SPRF President and Bo Crane Pubhf’ Aware
Boehringer, representing the Coastal and ness Campalgn was Louislana Department of

Nongame Resources Division, receives the SPRF honored for compre-
2015 Award of Excellence for LDWF’s Whooping . .
Crane Project education and public awareness hensive planmng and

efforts. appropriate identifica-

tion of audiences and
tactics to reach them effectively. The judges’ comments also cited
the media plan for geographic reach and frequency and effective
use of billboard space; and the “Teach the Teachers” educational
tactic as well executed in memorable ways.
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2015 SPRF Award of Excellence

The awards program was judged by accredited practitioners and
| PR professionals from across the United States with 10 or more years of
il experience.
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John Shanks gives a hug to our newest staff member “Mac” (which was the name
given to the last remaining wild whooping crane in the historic Louisiana non-
migratory population in 1950) who joined our crew in late September.
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https://www.facebook.com/Louisiana-Department-of-Wildlife-and-Fisheries-Whooping-Cranes-733006696805446/timeline/

Cameron LNG $25,000 Donation Supports Whooping
Crane Reintroduction Project

On September 8, 2015 at Rockefeller State Wildlife Refuge in Grand Chenier, Julie Nel-
son, vice president of government and pubhc affairs for Cameron LNG, presented a check in the
amount of $25,000 to LDWF e 5 VTR B Ry T
Secretary Robert Barham in ‘ : b, ' b  §
support of the Louisiana
whooping crane reintroduction
project.

“I want to welcome our
newest corporate sponsor in
this wildlife endeavor,” said
LDWF Secretary Robert Bar-
ham. “We appreciate the sup-
port from Cameron LNG as we
strive to restore this magnifi-
cent species in the marshes of
southwest Louisiana.”

The funding will pro- P i
vide for materials and sup- Left to right: Robert Barham, LDWF Secretary, Bob Love, LDWF CNR Divi-
. . . ., sion Administrator; Julie Nelson, Cameron LNG VP Government Relations
phes, lndudlng GPS transmit- and Public Affairs; and Stevie Trahan, Cameron LNG External Relations
ters, needed for crane re- Manager.

introduction activities in and

around Cameron Parish. Project biologists track the cranes as they move throughout the state
and establish territories for breeding. Future juvenile crane releases are planned for Rockefel-
ler refuge.

“Cameron LNG is committed to environmental preservation and restoration,” said Nel-
son. “Our support for LDWF’s whooping crane project demonstrates our philosophy of develop-
ing energy infrastructure compatible with protecting the natural environment.”

A Special Thank You and Goodbye To Our Friend And

Colleague, Bo Boehringer

As the saying goes, “all good things must come to an end”, so we’d like to take a moment
and wish Bo Boehringer much success and happiness in his up coming December retirement.
Bo has served as the LDWF press secretary for the past eleven years. Bo is instrumental in
helping all staff convey the message of our important wildlife endeavors in a consistent and pro-
fessional manner. We know at times that hasn’t been the easiest job Bo, so thank you so much
and know that you will be greatly missed!
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August-October 2015 Friends of the Cranes

A special thanks to our monetary donors, without whom this project would not be possible. The
following individuals have made monetary donations to support the reintroduction of whooping cranes
to southwest Louisiana:

Lafayette Wild Birds Unlimited Store and Patrons

Joan LeBlanc >
b AN .. oM
Cameron LNG ; 2
LOUISIANA | WILDLIFE & FISHERIES |[FOUNDATION

Dwight S “Bo” Ramsey

Approximately 1/3 of the Louisiana whooping crane project budget is comprised of private dona-
tions; all donations are sincerely appreciated. If you or someone you know would like to make a dona-
tion in support of the cranes, please contact Kell McInnis at 225-765-5100, kmcinnis@wlf.la.gov, or visit
the Foundation’s website directly at http:/lawff.org/ . Donations can also be mailed directly to the
Foundation at P.O. Box 80378 Baton Rouge, LA 70898-0378.

Louisiana Whooping Crane Survival as of October 2015:

A total of 64 birds have been released in Louisiana since the project began in 2010. Out of those
64 birds, a total of 35 individuals are currently alive for a survivorship of 55%. Beginning with the 2011
cohort, birds received for the Louisiana project were younger in age compared to those received in the
2010 cohort. LDWF strongly believes that has helped increase the survival percentage of the individual
cohorts. Reported below are the survival rates for the 2011-2014 cohorts:

Cohort Year: 2011 2012 2013 2014 4 Year Average:
Current Survival: 10/16=63%  9/14=64%  7/10=70% 9/14=64% 35/54= 65%

Apparently three isn’t a crowd... L-10 & 11-11 going for a stroll with a cattle egret acquaintance.

This newsletter is written by Carrie Salyers, Education Outreach Coordinator for the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries
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