LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE & FISHERIES
POST OFFICE BOX 98000
BATON ROUGE, LA 70898-9000

Waterfowl Population Estimates Date: Coastal Zone: Sept. 9-10,12, 2013
in Louisiana’s Coastal Zone Below Catahoula Lake: Sept. 12, 2013
U.S. Highway 90 and on Catahoula Lake

Reported By: L. Reynolds, J. Olszak,

September 13, 2013

Pilot: B. Dorsa
Estimates made from Aircraft
SPECIES SOUTHWEST SOUTHEAST CATAHOULA TOTALS
LAKE
MALLARD 0
MOTTLED 17,000 8,000 25,000
GADWALL 0
WIGEON 0
GW TEAL 0
BW TEAL 43,000 4,000 3,000 50,000
SHOVELER *x 0
PINTAIL *x *x *x 0
TOTAL 60,000 12,000 3,000 75,000
DABBLERS
SCAUP 0
RINGNECKED 0
CANVASBACK 0
TOTAL 0 0 0 0
DIVERS
TOTAL DUCKS 60,000 12,000 3,000 75,000
COOTS 0

**|_ess than 1,000
COMMENTS:

The estimate of 50,000 blue-winged teal from this survey is 74% lower than last year’s estimate of
189,000, 79% below the long-term average of 238,000, and is the lowest on record for September. All
regions declined from 2012 with a 74% reduction in southwest Louisiana, 43% in southeast Louisiana,
and an 83% reduction at Catahoula Lake. These are the lowest estimates on record for southwest and
southeast Louisiana for September. This total estimate is about half the next-lowest estimate on record



0f 99,000 in 2002. The largest concentrations in southwest Louisiana were seen while flying between
transect lines in the marsh between Cameron and Creole and in a flooded agricultural field northwest of
Welch. No groups larger than 500 were encountered on survey lines. There were no concentrations of
teal seen in southeast Louisiana, and the estimate in that region is the lowest on record for the second
consecutive year. With the 7,000 last year, 11,000 in 2010, 18,000 in 2009, and 13,000 in 2008, the 5
lowest blue-winged teal estimates for southeast Louisiana have come during the last 6 September
surveys.

Reports of delayed migration of blue-winged teal have come from mid-latitude states of Missouri and
Kansas as well as southern Mississippi and Central Flyway states. Our survey results concur, and better
habitat conditions in northern areas of those flyways where increased rainfall has eased severe drought
from last year may be responsible. Recent discussions with colleagues in mid-latitude states suggest
birds are moving with this most recent cool front.

Conversely from the blue-wing estimates, the estimated 25,000 mottled ducks is up from 19,000 last
year, which was the lowest estimate on record. Mottled duck estimates increased in both southwest and
southeast Louisiana but remain well below the most recent 5-year average of 35,000.

Habitat conditions in southeast Louisiana are much improved over last year when hurricane Isaac’s
storm surge removed almost all of the submerged aquatic vegetation in Jefferson, Plaquemines, and St.
Bernard Parishes. Although water levels were high during this survey, good to excellent growth of
SAVs was still noted in many locations across southeast Louisiana.

Habitat conditions at Catahoula Lake also appear improved over last year, but the water-level target is
slightly lower in an attempt to dry the lakebed to support physical/chemical habitat manipulations that
have not been possible the last 2 years. Despite lower water levels and currently low population of
blue-winged teal, habitat for migrating bluewings is good, and we expect somewhat better food
production and improved conditions for wintering ducks.

Habitat conditions in southwest Louisiana are variable across the region and similar to last year. Only
average production of moist-soil vegetation was noted in the marshes, but very good submerged aquatic
growth was seen in most habitats. Water levels in the marshes ranged from excellent to below average
in some locations, but are generally favorable for feeding waterfowl. However, shallow-flooded
habitat in the agricultural region was markedly reduced from last September and was limited to second-
crop rice and managed water. Additional rainfall would improve overall habitat conditions in
southwest Louisiana.



