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Estimates made from Aircraft  

 

SPECIES 
 

SOUTHWEST 
 

SOUTHEAST 
 
CATAHOULA 

LAKE 

 
TOTALS 

 
MALLARD 1,000 

 ** 
 

1,000 
 

MOTTLED 
 

19,000  
 

15,000  
 

 
 

34,000 
 

GADWALL 334,000 144,000 
 

35,000 
 

513,000 
 

WIGEON 9,000 4,000 2,000 
 

15,000 
 

GW TEAL 99,000 34,000 5,000 138,000 
 

BW TEAL 
 

68,000 
 

58,000 
 

14,000 
 

140,000 
 

SHOVELER 
 

37,000 
 

4,000 
 

13,000 
 

54,000 
 

PINTAIL 
 

9,000 21,000 64,000 94,000 
 

TOTAL 
DABBLERS 

 
576,000 

 
280,000 

 
133,000 

 
989,000 

 
SCAUP ** ** ** 

 
0 

 
RINGNECKED 5,000 ** 21,000 

 
26,000 

 
CANVASBACK 

    
0 

 
TOTAL 
DIVERS 

 
5,000 

 
0 

 
21,000 

 
26,000 

 
TOTAL DUCKS 

 
581,000 

 
280,000 

 
154,000 

 
1,015,000 

 
COOTS 244,000 91,000 21,000 

 
356,000 

 
 

 
**Less than 1,000 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
The estimate of 1.02 million ducks from this survey is about 30% lower than both last year’s November 
estimate of 1.46 million and the most recent 5-year average of 1.44 million.  It is just half the long-term 
November average of 2.04 million and is the second lowest November survey behind the 2008 estimate 
of 958,000 since this survey began in 1969. Except for blue-winged teal, estimates for all species are 
below last November’s estimates and all species are below long-term November averages.  The low 



overall estimate, but especially the lack of mallards and scaup, suggests the migration is delayed.  
Indeed, the 1,000 estimate for mallards is the lowest on record for the November survey, and colleagues 
in Iowa reported a major influx of gadwalls, shovelers, diving ducks, and geese mid-week with mild 
temperatures returning early next week. 
 
Similar to last November, the distribution of ducks in coastal Louisiana is skewed toward the southwest 
region, but less so than in 2012 because habitat conditions in southeast Louisiana are much improved 
over last year’s hurricane-affected conditions.  Two-thirds of coastal ducks were counted in southwest 
Louisiana where concentrations of gadwalls were noted in the marsh south of the East Cove Unit of 
Cameron Prairie NWR and just west of Rockefeller Refuge, and large numbers of teal were counted in 
the marsh between White Lake and Pecan Island.  Although geese are not counted on this survey, few 
snow geese were noted but flocks of white-fronted geese were encountered in the agricultural fields 
between Bell City and Kaplan.  Despite anecdotal reports of good duck numbers in particular areas of 
southeast Louisiana, no concentrations were noted along transect lines.  Surprisingly few ducks were 
seen on the line through the Delacroix marshes, and during flights over Atchafalaya Delta WMA 
between transect lines 18 and 19 despite good habitat conditions in both locations.  The largest groups 
of ducks seen in southeast Louisiana were off-line at Delta NWR. 
 
The 154,000 ducks counted at Catahoula Lake was 50% higher than last year’s count of 102,000 and is 
the second highest in the last 10 years.  Because of recent rainfall, water level was above management 
target for the drawdown period, but still lower than the intended flooding level for the upcoming 
hunting season.  This resulted in large acreages available for foraging ducks.  In addition, food 
production is better this year than the previous 2, likely as a result of earlier drawdown and drier 
conditions.  Combined with recent flooding, that probably resulted in the higher numbers using that 
habitat despite a lower overall number of ducks in surveyed regions.   
 
As reported in September, habitat conditions in the state are very good.  Conditions in southeast 
Louisiana are much improved over last year when hurricane Isaac’s storm surge removed almost all of 
the submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV) in Jefferson, Plaquemines, and St. Bernard Parishes.  
Although some SAV was lost to tropical storm Karen, the effect was minimal, and good to excellent 
cover was noted on survey transects.  SAV in southwest Louisiana marshes is also improved over last 
year, and there is at least average production of seed-producing annual vegetation in many locations.  
Flooding in agricultural habitats is average with most from managed water and second-crop rice.  
Compared to drier conditions experienced the last 2 years, water conditions over much of the state are 
improved at this time. While flying to and from Catahoula Lake, fields were seen with water from 
recent rainfall in Central Louisiana.  Because of staggered opening days for the upcoming hunting 
season, aerial survey in northwest and northeast Louisiana will be done over the next 2 weeks and 
reported on in December. 
 
 
 
 
 


