LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE & FISHERIES
POST OFFICE BOX 98000
BATON ROUGE, LA 70898-9000

Waterfowl Population Estimates Date: Coastal Zone: Sept. 6-8
in Louisiana’s Coastal Zone Below Catahoula Lake: Sept.9
U.S. Highway 90 and on Catahoula Lake

Reported By: L. Reynolds, J. Olszak, and M.Haugen

September 9, 2016
Pilots: B. Dorsa and M. Chauff

Estimates made from Aircraft

SPECIES SOUTHWEST SOUTHEAST CATAHOULA TOTALS
LAKE

MALLARD

MOTTLED 7,000 5,000 il 12,000

GADWALL

WIGEON *x

GW TEAL

BW TEAL 95,000 500 2,000 97,500

SHOVELER

PINTAIL

TOTAL 102,000 5,500 2,000 109,500
DABBLERS

SCAUP

RINGNECKED

CANVASBACK

TOTAL
DIVERS

TOTAL DUCKS 102,000 5,500 2,000 109,500

COOTS

** Estimate is less than 500.
COMMENTS:

The estimate of 97,500 blue-winged teal is far below the 247,500 estimated last September from an
incomplete survey, and is the second lowest estimate on record for this September survey. Only the
50,000 estimated in September of 2013 was lower. This estimate is 33% below the most recent 5-year
average of 145,000 and 59% below the long-term average of 236,000 bluewings for this survey. The
estimate in SE Louisiana was the lowest on record by far. Small numbers of teal were observed in only
2 locations on all SE survey transects. Distribution was similarly poor in SW Louisiana, with nearly all



bluewings counted in agricultural habitats and only 2 notable concentrations, both in fields north of
White Lake near Gueydan . The 2,000 bluewings counted on Catahoula Lake was only slightly less than
what was seen the last 3 years, but far below the 18,000 counted in 2012 and 49,000 in 2010. The
estimate for mottled ducks is also the lowest on record for this survey and 57% below the most recent 5-
year average of 28,000.

Habitat conditions are currently characterized by high water levels in coastal marshes and higher than
average flooding in agricultural areas. Flooding from near-record August rainfall continues to overtop
levees and roads in a few locations in SW Louisiana, but excessive flooding was evident in nearly all
marsh habitats. Although less prevalent in SE Louisiana, higher than average water levels were noted in
many locations. Submerged aquatic vegetation growth was evident in many locations in SE LA, but was
less abundant in most areas compared to 2014 and 2015. It was difficult to assess habitat quality with
such high water levels in SW Louisiana, but significant expansion of invasive aquatics was noted along
some transects, especially water hyacinth in the marshes south of White Lake, and water hyacinth and
salvinia in the marshes east of Lafitte. Water level at Catahoula Lake has been maintained relatively
well this summer despite the challenges of heavy rainfall and runoff, and habitat conditions look fair to
good.

Clearly, conditions have not been conducive to moving large number of bluewings into Louisiana.
Compared to last year at this time, habitat conditions are much wetter in states to the north, and there
have been no early fronts as of yet. At least in SW LA coastal marshes, high water levels are currently
providing sub-optimal foraging opportunities, so it may be difficult to hold migrants in those habitats
compared to shallow flooded fields and pastures of the agricultural regions.
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