
























St. Charles Parish Government 

Des Allemands Boat Launch 

Scenic Rivers Permit Application Renewal 

July 12, 2022 

 

 

This document accompanies St. Charles Parish’s renewal application to construct a boat 

launch and roadway for public access to Bayou Des Allemands.  

 

Project Description 

 

Currently, only one (1) public use boat launch exists along Bayou Des Allemands in St. 

Charles Parish, LA. To expand public access to the waterway, the Parish proposes to 

construct a 31' x 70' boat launch and a 3,710' access roadway located just south of the 

census-designated place (CDP) of Des Allemands. The proposed location for the boat 

launch is on Down the Bayou Road, roughly 0.30 mi south of Highway 90. Two (2) existing 

structures at that location will be removed prior to construction. In addition to the boat 

launch, a temporary coffer dam, rip rap, restroom/pavilion, retaining seat wall, and parking 

lot will be installed. The proposed access roadway would run from WPA Road, just north 

of Allemands Elementary School, to the proposed boat launch. Two (2) concrete box 

culverts would also be installed along the roadway where drainage flow was measured to 

be the highest. Treated sanitary effluent by a DEQ approved system will discharge to the 

collection ditch that runs north-south through the project area and terminates at the pump 

station then discharges into the bayou. The drawings attached show the project plans as 

proposed.  

 

Photos of Project Area 

 

Photos of the project area are included herein.  

 

Permits Required for Construction 

 

Coastal Use Permit  

Clean Water Act Section 404/Rivers and Harbors Act Section 10 

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Scenic Rivers Permit 

Louisiana Office of State Lands Permit 

St. Charles Parish Levee District Permit 

 

Environmental Assessment 

 
1. Existing Land Use 

 
The majority of land immediately surrounding the proposed boat launch and access 

roadway is undeveloped. Some developed, open and low intensity space is located north 

of and within the proposed site; a residential area is located approximately 0.25 mi north 

of the proposed boat launch and two (2) existing buildings currently stand at the proposed 



boat launch location. The start of the proposed access roadway would be placed between a 

supermarket and elementary school. 

 

2. Wilderness Qualities 

 

Hay and pasture fields lie to the south and northeast of the project area, while the 

northwestern portions of surrounding land primarily consist of wooded and emergent 

herbaceous wetlands. Within the project area, hay pasture is the primary habitat followed 

by emergent herbaceous wetlands.  

 
3. Scenic Values 

 

Bayou Des Allemands is designated by the LDWF as a natural/scenic stream. The proposed 

project will not have an adverse long-term impact on scenic value; however, short-term 

impacts in the immediate vicinity of the project area may result from equipment 

mobilization and demobilization.  

 

4. Ecological Regimes 

 

The proposed project is anticipated to impact approximately 1.0 acres of jurisdictional 

wetlands and approximately 0.42 acres of other waters. Most of the impacted wetlands will 

be from roadway construction. Some fill will be placed in wetlands.  

 

5. Recreational Use/Opportunities 

 

Recreational opportunities will only benefit from this proposed action. This project is 

specifically designed for the purpose of expanding current access to recreational 

opportunities afforded by Bayou Des Allemands, and the public fishing and boating areas 

associated with it. 

 

6. Aesthetic Values 

 

The area provides a scenic view of Bayou Des Allemands. Project construction will not 

have any permanent effect on the surrounding habitat, and public access to the Bayou 

features will be less restricted. Tree plantings are also being proposed around the proposed 

parking lot and access roadway for added greenspace.  

 

7. Fish and other Aquatic Life 

 

The Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) determination key indicated a may 

affect – not likely to adversely affect determination for the West Indian manatee 

(Trichechus manatus). Project construction activities will follow USFWS guidance on 

conducting projects near or within West Indian manatee habitat.  

 

8. Wildlife 



The Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) determination key did not indicate 

any endangered or threatened terrestrial wildlife that would be affected in the proposed 

project area. Some wildlife may be displaced during construction, but no permanent 

impacts are expected. 

 

9. Historical and Archaeological Resources  

 

No impacts to historical or archaeological resources are anticipated. 

 

10. Geological Resources 

 

The project area is comprised of low and flat topography on alluvial soils.  

 

11. Botanical Resources (Vegetation) 

 

Vegetation in the project area is characteristic of woody wetlands, emergent herbaceous 

wetlands, and hay pastures.  

 

In project areas impactful to wetlands, the tree stratum consisted of black willow (Salix 

nigra), and Chinese tallow (Triadica sebifera). The shrub stratum consisted of Chinese 

tallow (Triadica sebifera). The herb stratum consisted of horned rush (Rhynchospora 

corniculata), soft rush (Juncus effusus), alligator weed (Alternanthera philoxeroides), 

dotted smartweed (Persicaria punctata), purpletop vervain (Verbena incompta), and 

Chinese tallow (Triadica sebifera).   

 

In hay/pasture project areas, the shrub stratum consisted of giant ragweed (Ambrosia 

trifida). The herb stratum consisted of bahiagrass (Paspalum notatum), Canadian 

goldenrod (Solidago canadensis), purpletop vervain (Verbena incompta), Vaseygrass 

(Paspalum urvillei), dallisgrass (Paspalum dilatatum). The woody vine stratum consisted 

of trumpet creeper (Campsis radicans). 

 

12. Water Quality and Quantity  

 

A temporary coffer dam will be installed during construction of the proposed boat ramp to 

minimize any potential impacts to water quality within the surrounding project area. 

Treatment of sanitary effluent from the proposal restroom will be done by a DEQ approved 

system. The treated sanitary effluent will discharge to the collection ditch that runs through 

the project area and terminates at the pump station then discharges into the bayou. No 

impacts to water quantity are anticipated. 

 

13. Hydrologic Features 

 

Bayou Des Allemands and a small stream are the only hydrologic features that occur in the 

project area. Riprap will be included as an erosion control measure along the bank of Bayou 

Des Allemands, and water flow disruption from the boat ramp is expected to be minimal. 



The two (2) proposed concrete culverts will maintain stream water flow at pre-construction 

drainage conditions.  

 

14. Cultural Resources  

 

The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) has recommended a Phase I cultural 

resources survey of the project area.  A Phase I cultural survey will be conducted by the 

applicant, the findings of which will be analyzed and submitted to the SHPO for their 

determination of potential effects to archeological resources. 

 

15. Economic Impact of Project 

 

This project is designed to encourage recreational use of Bayou Des Allemands, which 

provides economic benefit in terms of fuel, vessel, and tackle in significant amounts.  

 

Statement of Compliance History 

 

No known violations of the Natural and Scenic Rivers Act have been committed by St. 

Charles Parish. 

 

Alternatives and Minimization  
 

Since the land within the project area was previously cleared, the proposed boat launch site 

was considered ideal for construction. Additionally, the existing Down the Bayou Road 

was considered as an access roadway but the increased traffic along this road would not be 

suitable for residents. This proposal satisfies the need for expanded public access to Bayou 

Des Allemands while keeping impacts to wetlands and other waters to a minimum.  
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