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January 19, 2026 
 
LDWF Scenic Rivers Program 
Attn: Ms. Amelia Wolfe 
2000 Quail Drive, Room 432 
Baton Rouge, LA 70808 
 
Subject: Louisiana Natural and Scenic Rivers System Permit Application 
  Greenbrier Wastewater Treatment Facility Modification 
  Flowers Bayou 
  Covington, LA 
  Utilities, Inc. of Louisiana (UIL) 
 
Dear Ms. Wolfe, 
 
The proposed project consists of the modification of UIL’s existing Greenbrier Wastewater 
Treatment Facility, located west of LA-21 between Ochsner Blvd. and Interstate 12. The 
facility has been in service for many years, and has been discharging to the headwaters of 
Flowers Bayou since prior to 1985. The facility utilizes a partial mix lagoon treatment 
process, with a design capacity of +/-1,000,000 gallons per day (gpd). The facility is 
currently permitted to discharge +/-700,000 gpd, with loadings of 53 lbs/day BOD, 80 
lbs/day TSS, and 27 lbs/day NH3. The permit modification submitted to LDEQ requests that 
Greenbrier be allowed to take over the loadings from Tammany Utilities Timber Branch II 
treatment facility once it is decommissioned. Greenbrier would be upgraded accordingly to 
increase design capacity to +/-1,500,000 gpd, with a proposed discharge of +/-1,300,000 gpd. 
 
Prior to being discharged to Flowers Bayou, all wastewater is run through a series of 
flocculation tanks, sand filters, and ultraviolet disinfection units. 
  
This modification has been submitted to LDEQ, and is being processed under permit no. 
LA0066567. The applicant has never been cited for a violation of the Scenic Rivers Act. 
 
 
 
 

B I O L O G I C A L  
S U R V E Y S, I N C. 
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Environmental Assessment 
 

1. Existing Land Use 
The subject property has been utilized for wastewater treatment for many years. The 
proposed modification will not result in a change of land use. 

2. Wilderness Qualities 
Due to the fact that the subject property is located adjacent to I-12 in a heavily 
developed, commercial, residential and medical area of St. Tammany Parish, 
wilderness qualities are not present. As a result, the proposed project will have no 
impact to wilderness qualities.  

3. Scenic Values 
This project will take no scenic value away from Flowers Bayou. The discharge of 
treated wastewater takes place in the headwaters of the bayou at the southeast corner 
of the treatment facility. The bayou is not navigable west of LA-21, and the applicant 
does not intend to undertake any new construction activities in or adjacent to the 
bayou. 

4. Ecological Regimes 
The proposed project should have very little impact on the ecology of the adjacent 
scenic stream. The only activity that will impact the stream itself is the discharge of 
treated wastewater. LDEQ prescribes discharge loads from the facility so as to not 
impair the waterway.  

5. Recreational Use/ Opportunities 
The proposed project will not create any additional recreational uses or opportunities 
on Flowers Bayou. It was also not hinder any existing recreational uses or 
opportunities on the bayou as the facility is managed based on LDEQ requirements to 
prevent degradation of the stream.  

6. Aesthetic Values 
Natural aesthetic values should not be significantly degraded for the same reasons as 
listed in number 3 above. 

7. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 
The proposed project should not have negative impacts to fish and other aquatic life. 
As previously stated, LDEQ prescribes discharge loads from the facility so as to not 
impair the waterway or endanger life within the waterway. 

8. Wildlife 
The project site currently does not provide any significant wildlife habitat as it is an 
active wastewater treatment facility. The proposed modification will not result in the 
loss of any additional wildlife habitat. 

9. Historical and Archaeological Resources 
Historical and Archaeological Resources are not known to occur on the property. 

10. Geological Resources 
No geological resources adjacent to the scenic streams will be changed by the 
proposed project. 

11. Botanical Resources 
As an active wastewater treatment facility, the project site does not contain any 
significant botanical resources. The site consists of open water treatment ponds, 
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cleared pond levees/banks and equipment areas. No new clearing activities will take 
place to facilitate the modification. 

12. Water Quality and Quantity 
The treatment facility will operate in compliance with all discharge/load requirements 
prescribed by LDEQ to preserve water quality and quantity in Flowers Bayou.   

13. Hydrologic Features 
The proposed modification could result in additional discharge of treated wastewater 
to Flowers Bayou, as prescribed by LDEQ. Estimated modified discharge is +/-
1,300,000 gpd  or +/-2.01 cfs. 

14. Cultural Resources 
There are no known cultural resources associated with this project. 

15. Economic Impact of Project 
This modification will allow Greenbrier to service additional homes and businesses in 
this developing area of Covington. 
 

 
If you have any questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate to call. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
TThomas K. Brown 
Thomas K. Brown 
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