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Scenic Rivers – Environmental Assessment 

Project Description: Proposal to build two camps primarily used for storage and repair existing 
bulkhead/piers on the Tchefuncte River.  

1. Existing Land Use 
The land is owned by Troy and Stephanie de la Houssaye and used for personal and 
recreation activities. This property has been our residence since 2018 and is only used 
by our family. 

2. Wilderness Qualities 
The project will have no negative impact on wilderness qualities. Existing pier and 
bulkheads are simply being repaired from previous hurricane damage and storage units 
will not impact the natural surroundings in any negative way.  Units are being built upon 
preexisting foundation posts and will not impact the surrounding waterway. 

3. Scenic/Aesthetic Values 
The scenic values will not be negatively impacted by the proposed project. We do not 
intend to change or remove any vegetation surrounding the storage units and the 
bulkhead is already in place and no vegetation or groundwork will be required. 

4. Ecological Regimes 
The construction will not increase turbidity (sediment load) in the river during and after 
construction. The storage units will be within 100ft of the scenic river, but will not touch 
the waterway and will not impede its flow in any way. 

5. Recreational Use/Opportunities 
This is a residential location and will only be used by our family for recreational 
purposes.  This site which services 5 people throughout the year is used for our family 
only.  This construction of these camps will improve our ability to enjoy the value and 
beauty of the Tchefuncte River. 

6. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 
Fish and other aquatic life will not be negatively impacted by the proposed project.  We 
are not dredging or dumping anything into the river. 

7. Wildlife 
The project will have no negative impact on wildlife habitat as the site is infrequently 
used and no trees or shrubs were cleared to complete the project. Several bird houses 
and bat houses were installed along the nature walkway we built on previous LWLF 
permit to help create a better environment for existing wildlife. 

8. Historical and Archaeological Resources 
To the best of our knowledge, no historical or archaeological resources of significance 
occur on the property.   

9. Geological Resources 
To the best of our knowledge, no geological resources adjacent to the river will be 
changed by the proposed project.   

10. Botanical Resources 
No clearing of vegetation will be required for this work to be performed. 



11. Water Quality and Quantity 
The water quality of the river will not be negatively impacted by the proposed project.  
Any discharge from storage units will be contained and transferred to the existing 
residence’s sewer system.  There will be no discharge of any kind into the scenic river by 
these storage units. 

12. Hydrologic Features 
Local hydrology will not be negatively impacted by the proposed project.   

13. Cultural Resources 
There are no known cultural resources associated with this project. 

14. Economic Impact of Project 
Local businesses for will benefit from the sales of materials for construction materials 
used during construction.  The storage units are set away from the scenic river, but will 
be built to match the main residence’s aesthetic and will be nice to look at from the 
river. 
  

Steps to Minimize and/or Offset Potential Impacts to the River 
This project will positively affect the scenic river overall by allowing the family to see 
more of the natural beauty of the property and wildlife and will only be used by the 
family.  The impact should be very minor to surrounding area of property. 
 

Alternatives 
We are using the least evasive construction methods possible and will not negatively 
impact the scenic river.   

 
Applicant’s Compliance History 

We have not been cited for any violation of the Scenic Rivers Act. 
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