
LOUISIANA NATURAL AND SCENIC RIVERS SYSTEM 

PERMIT APPLICATION 
Permit #  (Assigned by Department)

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries' Scenic Rivers program is authorized by LRS title 56, Chapter 8  Part II. This law requires 
permits authorizing activities in or affecting rivers that have been designated by the Louisiana Legislature as Natural and Scenic.  Information 
provided on this form will be used in evaluating the application for a permit.  Information in this application is made a matter of public record 
through issuance of a public notice. Disclosure of the information requested is voluntary, however, the data requested  necessary in order to 
communicate with the applicant and to evaluate the permit application.  If necessary information is not provided, the permit application cannot 
be processed nor can a permit be issued. 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 
Name of Applicant Name of Agent (if any) 

Address Address 

City, State, Zip City, State, Zip 

Phone Phone 

Email Address Email Address 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTIVITY 
Brief summary of the description and purpose of the proposed activity (details to be attached as a separate document) 

Is any portion of the activity complete? YES  or  NO (If yes, indicate month and year of completion) 

 LOCATION OF PROPOSED ACTIVITY      ADJACENT LANDOWNERS 
Stream Name Names, Addresses, Phone Numbers of Adjacent Landowners 

Address 

City, State, Zip 

Parish 

Sec/Township/Range 

Latitude/Longitude 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
Must be a separate document. See the attached instruction sheet for completing the assessment. 

CONFIRMATION OF INFORMATION ACCURACY 
Application is hereby made for a Scenic River Permit to authorize the activities described herein.  I certify that 
I am familiar with the information contained in this application and that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, 
such information is true, complete, and accurate.  I further certify that I possess the authority to undertake the 
proposed activities, or I am acting as the duly authorized agent of the applicant. 

Form # LSR3 December 2015 
Signature Date 

Joseph Cortez

713.396.5452

Joseph.Cortez@Canacre.com

10000 Energy Drive

 Spring, Tx 77389

See Attached 

RBL Fiber Grid 

10000 Energy Drive

Spring, Tx 77389

832.634.0010

Little River 
LA-165

LaSalle Parish 

Georgetown, LA, 71432

31°47'33.3"N 92°21'39.9"W

Hunt Forest Products, LLC

P.O Box 1263, Ruston, LA 71270

Allen.Hemrich@rblfibergrid.com

05/01/2026

joseph.cortez
Rectangle

awolfe
Typewritten Text
1427

awolfe
Typewritten Text
bore cables 



Dear Scenic River Permit Applicant: 

Please review and concur on the following statement regarding the issuance of permits by the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. This agreement must be signed and returned before a Scenic River Permit can 
be issued. 

"I have been advised and do understand that by applying for and accepting a Scenic Rivers permit issued by the 

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, I am being allowed to engage in an activity which would 

otherwise be prohibited by law or for which a permit is required. I understand that the permit is not a license 

and confers no property right upon me. I specifically agree to abide by all State and Federal fish and wildlife 

laws and regulations, and all State and Federal laws and regulations which relate to this permit or the permitted 

activity, and by all other terms and conditions of this permit. I understand that the permit for which I am 

applying may be suspended, annulled, withdrawn or revoked and that I may be assessed civil penalties, all in 

accordance with the provision of the Louisiana Administrative Procedure Act, and that I may be denied future 

permits as a consequence of my failure to fully and completely comply with the terms and conditions of the 

permit, as well as other laws and regulations pertinent thereto. If served with or notified of a cease and desist 

order signed by the Scenic Rivers Administrator, I agree to immediately and without delay cease all 

activities and operations which relate to the permitted activity or which are impacting the Scenic 

River, until such time as the matter can be resolved in an adjudicatory hearing pursuant to the Louisiana 

Administrative Procedure Act. I understand and agree that any permit issued to me by the Louisiana 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is in the nature of a privilege which is being voluntarily extended to 

me by the Department and the failure on my part to cooperate with the Department can result in the loss of the 

privilege conferred and the denial of future requests for permits. By accepting this permit, I evidence my 

agreement to be bound by all conditions and stipulations set forth herein." 

Authorized Signature Date 

REV. 5/23/25 

P.O. BOX 98OOO  •  BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA   7O898-9OOO  • PHONE  ( 2 2 5 ) 765-28OO 
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

05/01/2026



 

 

LDWF Natural and Scenic Rivers System 
Permit Application, Environmental 

Assessment 
Little River and LA-162,  
Georgetown, LA 71432 

RBL Telecommunications Conduit 
 

 

Date:  04/27/2026 

Prepared for: Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries  

Prepared by: Joseph Cortez  
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APPENDIX A: LDWF Natural and Scenic Permit EA 
LWDF Natural and Scenic Rivers System Permit Application – Environmental 
Assessment 
Site photographs – Little River  
 

APPENDIX B: Supporting Documentation 
Exhibit 1 – Vicinity Map  
Exhibit 2 – Aerial Map   
Proposed Fiber Optic Installation Design File – Little River Crossing 
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APPENDIX A 
LWDF Natural and Scenic Rivers System Permit Application – Environmental 

Assessment 
Site photographs – Little River 
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Project Description 
The project proposes to install telecommunications conduits exclusively within pre-existing roadway right-
of-way (ROW). The proposed project starts from a Control Panel Shelter located approximately at 
32.379003, -91.899060 and follows a general southeastern direction and ends at a Control Panel Shelter 
located approximately at  31.255683, -92.776785.  A trench method will be used to install conduits, with 
horizontal directional drilling (HDD) used for crossing sensitive areas such as rivers. Construction HDD 
activities will require bore holes approximately 5 feet in width and length and 1 foot depth on either side 
of a crossing. Bore locations will be restored to pre-construction condition with cast grass seed at 
installation completion. In contrast, handholes will be maintained after construction along the complete 
Project route, which will be approximately 30 x 48 x 36 inches. Handholes will be necessary at each 
inflection point along the route, as well as in regular intervals in straight sections to a spacing of no more 
than 0.75 miles or approximately 3,900 feet. Construction is anticipated to last approximately one week. 

The proposed project will utilize HDD to bore underneath water crossings, including the Little River. All 
bore locations and associated handholes will be sited within uplands at sufficient distances from these 
waterways to avoid impacts to the waterway and adjacent wetlands. As designed, the project will not 
result in any discharge of dredged or fill material into WOTUS, including wetlands. Therefore, no impacts 
to WOTUS are anticipated as a result of the proposed project. A review was conducted by Canacre to 
evaluate environmental constraints across the entire project. No significant environmental constraints 
were identified, as the use HDD for all stream crossings will avoid direct impacts to waterways and 
associated resources. 

Existing Land Use 
The land is owned by the Louisiana Department of Transportation & Development and used as public 
right-of-way (ROW) along Louisiana State highway 165 (LA-165), located east of Georgetown, Louisiana.  

Wilderness Qualities 
All project activities will occur within existing ROW, and no clearing of vegetation or natural habitat is 
proposed. The proposed work, including HDD, is designed to avoid direct impacts to aquatic resources 
and associated habitats. Temporary disturbances will occur at HDD entry and exit boring locations within 
the ROW; however, these areas will be restored to pre-construction conditions upon project completion. 
No impacts to scenic river resources or wilderness qualities are anticipated. 

Scenic and Aesthetic Values 
The proposed project is not expected to adversely affect scenic or aesthetic values. All construction 
activities will be confined to existing ROW, minimizing visibility and disturbance to the surrounding natural 
landscape. Construction is anticipated to last approximately one week. Temporary impacts will occur at 
HDD entry and exit (boring) locations within the ROW; however, these areas will be restored to pre-
construction conditions upon completion. No tree clearing or habitat removal is proposed. No impacts to 
visual character and natural features of the area are anticipated.  
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Ecological Regimes 
The proposed project is not anticipated to impact the ecological regimes of the scenic river system. The 
project will be constructed via HDD beneath the channel, avoiding direct disturbance to the riverbed, 
banks, and associated habitats. No in-stream work, dredging, or vegetation removal is proposed. No 
impacts to natural flow patterns, water quality, or aquatic habitat conditions are anticipated.  

Recreational Use/Opportunities 
The proposed project will not require any in-stream work and will avoid direct disturbance to the riverbed, 
or banks through the use of HDD. The project will also avoid an existing boat ramp located north of LA-
165. No impacts to recreational use of the river are anticipated.  

Fish and Other Aquatic Life 
The proposed project is not expected to adversely affect fish or aquatic life. The proposed project will be 
constructed using HDD, avoiding direct disturbance to the riverbed, banks, or in-stream habitats. No in-
stream work, dredging, or vegetation removal will occur, thereby preventing disruption to spawning areas 
or migration pathways. Temporary surface disturbances will be limited to HDD entry and exit boring 
locations located within the existing roadway ROW and will be restored to pre-construction conditions 
following completion of construction activities. Impacts to aquatic species or their habitats are not 
anticipated  

Wildlife 
The proposed project will utilize HDD beneath the Little River, with bore pits located withing existing ROW 
but outside of jurisdictional waters and wetlands. No in-stream work, vegetation clearing, or permanent 
habitat alteration is proposed. No impacts to wildlife or their habitats are anticipated. 

Historical and Archeological Resources 
Canacre conducted a preliminary cultural resources archival background check consistent with the 
standards and guidelines of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.  

Results of the preliminary desktop cultural review indicate that there are no intersections with historic 
sites, districts or archeological sensitive areas within a 50-foot buffer of the Project location, no impacts 
to historical and archeological resources are anticipated.  

Geological Resources  
Impacts to geological resources are not anticipated as a result of the proposed project. The project will be 
constructed using HDD beneath the Little River, avoiding direct disturbance to the riverbed, banks, and 
underlying geological formations within the channel. No excavation, dredging, or alteration of in-stream 
or bank geology is proposed.  
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Botanical Resources  
All project activities will occur within existing ROW, and no clearing of vegetation is proposed. Temporary 
disturbances will occur at HDD entry and exit boring locations within the ROW; however, these areas will 
be restored to pre-construction conditions upon project completion. No impacts to scenic river resources 
or wilderness qualities are anticipated. 

Water Quality and Quantity  
The proposed project is not anticipated to impact water quality or water quantity. The Little River crossing 
will be constructed using HDD, eliminating the need for in-stream work and preventing direct disturbance 
to the river channel, banks, or aquatic substrate. No dredging, excavation, or discharge of fill material into 
the waterbody is proposed. There is no anticipated increase in turbidity, or sedimentation. Natural flow 
conditions and overall water quantity will remain unchanged. Temporary surface disturbance will be 
limited to HDD entry and exit boring points within the ROW and will be restored to pre-construction 
conditions following completion of construction activities. 

Hydrologic Features 
The proposed project is not anticipated to impact the hydrologic features of the Little River. The Little 
River crossing will be constructed using HDD, eliminating the need for in-stream work and preventing 
direct disturbance to the river channel, banks, or aquatic substrate. No dredging, excavation, or discharge 
of fill material into the waterbody is proposed. There is no anticipated increase in turbidity, or 
sedimentation. Natural flow conditions and overall water quantity will remain unchanged.  

Cultural Resources  
Canacre conducted a preliminary cultural resources archival background check consistent with the 
standards and guidelines of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.  

Results of the preliminary desktop cultural resources review identified two sites located near the project 
area. The first site, situated approximately 0.23 mile southwest of the Little River crossing along the south 
side of LA-165, consists of prehistoric ceramics and a historic artifact scatter. This site has been 
determined ineligible for listing and is located outside of the project ROW; therefore, no impacts are 
anticipated as all work will occur within the LA-165 ROW. 

The second site is located immediately west of the Little River crossing and is associated with a 20th-
century railroad bridge. The proposed project will utilize HDD at this crossing, thereby avoiding any 
impacts to this resource. 

In the event that previously unidentified cultural resources are encountered during construction, work 
will cease in the immediate area and coordination with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) will 
be initiated. 

 



 

LDWF Natural and Scenic Rivers System Permit 
RBL Telecommunications Conduit 

Project No. 01729 
Date:  2026-04-27 

Revision:  01 

 

C-6 

 

Economic Impact of Project  
The proposed project is not anticipated to result in any adverse economic impacts to the general public. 
Road closures along LA-165 are not anticipated, and access will be maintained throughout construction. 
By utilizing HDD for all crossings, disruptions to transportation routes, local commerce, and emergency 
services will be minimized. As a result, no significant impacts to regional economic activity or public 
mobility are anticipated. 

 

Steps taken to Minimize Impacts 
All crossings of Little River will be constructed using HDD, avoiding any in-stream work, disturbance to the 
riverbed, or impacts to banks and riparian areas. The project will not alter the river channel or impact 
aquatic or terrestrial wildlife. All entry and exit boring locations will be situated within the existing ROW, 
and no vegetation clearing within riparian habitat is proposed. Best management practices, including 
erosion and sediment controls and drilling fluid containment measures, will be implemented to prevent 
off-site impacts. Temporary disturbances at HDD sites will be restored to pre-construction conditions 
following completion of work, resulting in no anticipated temporary or permanent impacts to Little River.  

Alternatives 
Various alternatives were evaluated during the early planning phases of the proposed project. The 
selected alternative was determined to be the most practicable, minimizing impacts to the environment 
while meeting project objectives. 

Applicants Compliance History 
There is no history of compliance violations by the applicant.  

List of Permits  
No other permits are required for the Little River crossing.  
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Site Photographs  
Photograph 1 
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Photograph 2  
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Photograph 3 
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Photograph 4 
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Appendix B 
Exhibit 1 – Vicinity Map 
Exhibit 2 – Aerial Map 

Proposed Fiber Optic Installation Design File – Little River Crossing 
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