
Mourning Dove Population Size

	h 346 million mourning doves in the US
	h 82.54 million mourning doves in the Eastern Management Unit (EMU) for Sept. 1, 2024
	h Louisiana is in the EMU
	h EMU mourning dove population has been declining for over a decade

	h Data from banded mourning doves is an essential part of the formula for estimating dove 
population size

	h The size of the dove population determines the hunting package (season) for each management unit.
	h This is set at the federal level

www.wlf.louisiana.gov/subhome/dove

Why We Band Mourning Doves

Why Knowing Mourning Dove Population Size is Important

	h > 36.5 million MODO = 90-day, 15 bird daily bag limit
	h 36.5 to 22 million MODO = 70-day season, 10 bird daily bag limit
	h 21.9 million or fewer MODO = closed season

Dove Population Size and Dove Hunting in the EMU

Why We Band Mourning Doves

	h Banding helps estimate the effects of harvest on mourning dove populations
	h Age and sex (for adults) are recorded for each dove banded
	h Annual band returns by hunters provide dove harvest rate by age class (HY, AHY)

•	 Because not all bands from harvested birds are reported by hunters, a reward band 
study was conducted from 2019-2022 to determine band-reporting rates

•	 Information from this study is incorporated into harvest rate estimates by age class

How Dove Banding Data are Used

	h Population modeling using the dove banding data (susceptibility to harvest by age class and 
harvest rates) along with annual reproduction indices (from the parts collection survey) is 
conducted to estimate annual mourning dove populations within each of the management units. 

	h This information is then used to set the annual mourning dove harvest regulations.

Population Estimates

MOURNING DOVE MANAGEMENT GOAL
Maximize Harvest

Maintain healthy productive 
population

BANDING DATA ARE ONLY PART OF THE EQUATION
Parts collection surveys, where biologists determine the age class of 

harvested birds from wings submitted by hunters, are used to get an index 
on annual reproduction.


