
MATERIALS NEEDED:
• Two or three 4.5” double-hinged safety hasps 

with hardware (replace screws with appropriate 
sized bolts, locking nuts & washers)

• Two or three clips, quick snaps or carabiners
• An electric drill with drill bits
• Wrenches
• Chain, wire or string

Due to easy access of garbage from unsecured 
garbage cans bears have quickly acquired a taste 

for human food. In an effort to deter this nuisance 
bear behavior and stop the unintentional feeding 

of bears, please follow this simple DIY guide.

4 To lock can, place clip, quick snap or carabiner through 
latch plate after hasp is in place. Use chain, wire or string 
as pictured to avoid losing or misplacing clips, quick 
snaps or carabiners.

3 Attach the hasp and latch plate to bottom lip and lid of 
can. Each component is secured by placing bolts through 
pilot holes and securing with washers and locking nuts.

1 Mark desired placement of hinged hasps on two or 
three sides of the trash can.

2 Use the drill to make pilot holes.
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EASY DIY
BEAR-RESISTANT 

TRASH CAN

NOTE: Depending on the type of can, hasps may be 
attached either in the front or sides. It is recommended to 
attach hasps on the front and sides for best results.



OTHER OPTIONS 
TO DETER BEARS

Approximately 5000 copies of this document were published at an average printing cost of $646.93. The total cost of all printing of this document averages $646.93. This document was published for Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 70808, to provide information on Louisiana black bears. This material was printed in accordance with the standards for printing by state agencies established pursuant 
to R.S. 43:31. Printing of this material was purchased in accordance with the provisions of Title 43 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes.
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1    Electric Fencing

2  Motion-Activated 
      Sprinkler

3  Motion-Activated 
      Alarm

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.WLF.LOUISIANA.GOV


