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ÅFeral hogs (Sus scrofa) are present in all 64 parishes in 
[ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀΦ  [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ рллΣлллΦ 

ÅGestation is 114 days and feral sows can have 2 litters per 
year averaging 6 piglets per litter.  Statisticians have 
determined that 75% of the population must be harvested to 
maintain a static population. 

ÅThey are omnivores and can adapt to nearly any 
environment from desert to marsh to piney woods and 
hardwoods and can even survive in sub-arctic conditions. 

ÅThey impact wildlife by direct competition for hard mast 
resources and by predation on reptiles, amphibians, ground-
nesting bird eggs and mammals including deer fawns. 

 
 





ÅFeral hogs uproot both planted and naturally regenerated 
coniferous and hardwood seedlings.  Additionally, their 
heavy consumption of hard mast significantly reduces 
natural forest regeneration. 

ÅThey increase erosion and shed coliform bacteria into 
waterways. 

ÅFeral hogs heavily impact agriculture, uprooting planted 
seeds, destroying mature crops and uprooting hayfields 
making hay cutting difficult to impossible.  

 
 





Hog Damage 









 Diseases of Feral Hogs 



        Swine Brucellosis 



ÅThe causative agent of Swine Brucellosis is 
Brucella suis. 

ÅBrucella suis is a facultative anaerobic bacteria. 

ÅBrucella suis transmitted venereally or through 
contact with or ingestion of infected fluids or 
tissues. 
ÅInfected feral swine may be bacteremic for 

60 days after infection.  Reproductive fluids 
may stay infective for the life of the animal. 



ÅBrucella suis is  zoonotic disease with human 
cases reported each year in Louisiana. 

ÅBrucella suis cross reacts with the Brucella abortis 
card test and milk-ring test. 
ÅTwo dairies in Florida positive for Brucella on 

milk testτturned out to be B. suis. 
ÅFarmers observed feral hog boars breeding 

bedded cows.  Boars were harvested and 
tested positive for B. suis. 



ÅBrucella suis causes infertility, abortions, 
orchitis, oophoritis, lameness, joint abscessation 
and discospondylitis in animals 
ÅB. suis may cause undulant fever, malaise, joint 

pain and even death in people. 
ÅHumans may contract this disease by the 

introduction of bacteremic blood and bodily 
fluids into open wounds or onto mucous 
membranes. 
ÅPersonal protective equipment is paramount 

when dealing with feral swine! 



Currently, Louisiana cattle and domestic swine 
are classified as Brucellosis free, thus aiding 
interstate movement of animals. 

 
LDWF surveillance testing of over 1000 feral 

swine statewide revealed that 3.5% were 
serologically positive to Brucella antigen.   

   







            Pseudorabies 



ÅContagious to most mammals, excluding humans. 
ÅPseudorabies causes infertility and abortion in 

swine. 
Å/ŀǳǎŜǎ !ǳƧŜǎƪȅΩǎ 5ƛǎŜŀǎŜ ƻǊ άƳŀŘ ƛǘŎƘέ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

species. 
ÅPseudorabies is caused by a herpesvirus. 
ÅTransmitted via respiratory secretions and 

reproductive fluids. 



ÅPseudorabies may be carried by feral swine. 
ÅLDWF surveillance testing of over 1000 feral 

swine statewide revealed that 8.4% were 
serologically positive for pseudorabies. 
Å Anecdotal reports from veterinarians and 
άƘƻƎ ŘƻƎƎŜǊǎέ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ƛǎ 
being seen more in dogs. 









ÅDomestic swine in Louisiana which are 
testing positive for Pseudorabies after 
exposure to infected feral swine are being 
ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ά¢ǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭέΦ 
 
ÅBoth Swine Brucellosis and Pseudorabies in 

feral swine may one day be a threat to our 
ά.ǊǳŎŜƭƭƻǎƛǎ- CǊŜŜέ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƛƴ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ 
livestock! 



            Leptospirosis 



ÅCausative agent is Leptospira. 

ÅGram-negative flagellated spirochete bacteria. 

ÅMany serovars based on antigenic relatedness. 
ÅLeptospira interrogans 
ÅSerovars : bratislava, pomona, 

icterohemorrhagica, canicola 
ÅLeptospira borgpetersenii 
ÅSerovars:  sejroe, tarassovi 

ÅLeptospira kirschneri serovar grippotyphosa 

 
 



ÅLeptospira interrogans serovars bratislava and 
pomona are uniquely adapted to swine.  
Infected animals may be persistent shedders of 
the bacteria. 

ÅLeptospira hardjo is commonly found in cattle 
and in swine which live in close proximity to 
cattle. 



ÅAnimals affected by leptospirosis may exhibit 
signs of fever, lethargy, myalgia, petechial 
hemorrhage, jaundice, hematuria, abortion 
and death. 

ÅLeptospirosis has long been considered the 
number-one cause of cattle abortions in 
Louisiana. 

ÅWhite-tailed deer have also been shown to 
abort fawns due to leptospirosis. 



ÅSerological surveillance of feral hogs has shown 
an 80% exposure rate to leptospirosis and 12% 
of the titers were high enough to indicate 
active infection. 

ÅThe serovars represented in order of 
decreasing occurrence were:   
ÅL. bratislava 
ÅL. pomona 
ÅL. icterohemorrhagica 
ÅL. hardjo 
ÅL. grippotyphosa 
ÅL. canicola             




