Southern Flounder

(Paralichthys lethostigma)

Southern flounder have a flat

body and fins without spines.

The left ("top”) side of the fish

is an olive-brown color with dark
and white spots resembling a sandy
or muddy bottom; both of the
flounder's eyes are on this side.
During metamorphosis from

larval to juvenile stages, the right
eye migrates over the head, leaving
the right side eyeless. This allows
flounder to lay flat on the bottom
and swim with both eyes

looking upward.
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Age and Growth

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries use
"earstones"”, called otoliths, to calculate the age of fish.

Biologists remove these hard structures from the skull of T

bony fish and cut them into small sections. In a process O“ .F.['
similar to ageing trees, biologists count the rings that are Q &
visible in the thinner otolith slices. Finfish age, length, % $

and weight data are used by fishery managers to estimate
growth rates, mortality rates, and population size. The
chart shows that fish grow rapidly during the first few
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get older. Once fish reach maturity, energy is invested in

years of life and then growth begins to stabilize as they :d}

reproduction rather than growth.
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